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Sbmo mog0 0535695mm s 930bndbmom, GMA gb o6 oym Jom-
»39magool dog® domgdymo o ao@oMmgdymo mmbabidogds, gb
oym 30-006 Bmgddo Lodgmms bgmobyamgdol dogH dmgemo
Lodgmmos Lobgmdbogmb  dobd@edom domgdmmo  o©agbo-
m9dd 33@Mbm3nnFo 9Mgdol 56d560l Im 3o3datg Mgb3ndemo-
3900L (56 Abmmn) aMognzody aosy3zebobmeb ©s3ogdntg-
oo (o) Mo@md, 53l magabn sblbs o3l), doamMad gb goddo
306339990 bMggdalb dogm sxgbyysms JoMoggmgdobawdn ©s-
3060b30Mgdal Bobbom agm o oGl godmygbgdyma. G 0dds
b, Momo gomemgds d90436s bLozegdofmm dmegmmdal
1938 bemals 24 00b360b oaqgbomgdol godm, GmIgmag dIm-
oobmges Ladgmoms Mgbdndmonzgddo sMbgdmm  gMm3beym
Lgmmagdda Lbogmgdalb Mgb3mdemngal, o6 AYbym gbsdg go-
543900L. og3bobgmal Lgmmagdda sgbsby@ 9bodg LEsgzmgds
dbmmme 1-IV3emsobgddo aym, V-X 3emsbgdda 3o Gqbam 96sbg,
Jomogmo dbmmme (39t 39 Lagbow nbbagmagdows. badstmag-
mmdo 3oMas@ gbmesm, MmI 83 ©owagborgdals dobsbo
LBs3mMgdolb domnsbow MLbmm gbsdg gooyzebs s bLodmenm-
mE sxgbyoms aombgds agm. sdsbomobogg  oboi gbdmesm,
3 535L dgodmgdmeEs 3oM 33900 goMoymgds dmymmms,
0l godmz 9g8bsdgmab sbLM-da gb 9.6. ,,Hgxm@3s“ Ibmeme
1945 Bgmb go@omms, abag Lygszdomm bgdwmagmadn mmgsobmg-
b0l dmabmgbom. LadoMoggmmb bgmobyymgdsd obotggdmes
03 aotMgdmgdom, MmM3 sagbomgdsda dgbodmgdmsaw oym
dofbgmmo s3@8mbmdnyMo Bocdmbs dbgdals Lymmgdda Ggb-
3mdmngob gbsdyg LBsgmgdsa(3 @s Bomgdmm ndbs awagboemgds
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- 1945-46 Lobbogmm Brmowsb Lbsgmgdal Joomym 9bsbdy go-
0543560b s sg3bsbyMn (s3bmoms) gbol Lagomeadamm LBsg-
mgdab dgbabgd. gb gomsbyzg@omgds bodpgomom sgbabgdal
(og3Lgoms) gocmbgdol Babosmdoga 0ym dndstommo. dogMad
0bgg 0hobs m330 LadOHMEGLE™ go3mbgmad: sxgbsd Mo 0bdg-
m0gqb300L gHnds ganxyds (3. doytoma, a. dodstos, b. dob-
3m0s) 1947 Bemob ;mgdgmgomdo Lygegdamm (396@MonE 3m-
3089&30 LadMmmEBgbBm bgfoama asogbogbgl, goomdws Lo-
Jomggmmb  bgmobygmgdol 8ogfh  sgbodms  (sxbyocms)
96m369mo 06@gMgbgdalb dgdmamagol godm s 0dosb dmbyy-
mo 0Mdobgdom smeas dggmo dpamdamgmods. godmgns, MmJ
Jom3zgmgdo 53060Mm39000696 sx3bmgdl s Lszegdomm bgwmo-
Lygmgds 30 039300 Jom YRmgdgdL. dodsobn LydsMa@nb@y-
mo dmdMomdol godmogfmagds s Logydgmoal dgddbs, Lodom-
®39mmEsb gsdmymays s Gnbgomal boddmoms bmgosmoabdy-
o M9L3dmozol dgdomagbemmdsadn gomabzms ngm.
Lodbybomme sbgor 3odmbEmdgdl, sgbsbms (sgbmsms)
5 JoMmggmms a3060L30Mgd0lb 80bbom, Mybmmo s one-

Jomo  §m3mbadgdol  dggmo  JoMorymo,  saommdMogo
ob@mEonmo Gm3mbodgdom dg33mol @MMLy(3 3Jmbrs swao-

mo.

Lodgmms  3933060b 1 Dgbogbn bgmabygmgds Ladsm-
039mmb ©obs69365d0L, sgbyye-Jofmggmms adomabdnfg-
30b 30Bbom bbgs mbobdngdgdbss dndstmagms. dnnbgosgsw
083abos, M3 sgbyygdo 03&mMbmny® Mgbdmdemoazada gemodo-
e 96 BomImoagbbgb dom 3698 96b0gdlL brgsto smam
Robs. dmbgmgdo babgmdbogmb ¢dommgl bgmobygsmms
Lobgmbdy AMEsEMH™M 03 bogbgdmes bgfMamgda Ladstomgg-
mmb MHgb3dmogzal bymddmazsbgmgdal, Jommggmo bombal
bnboomdwya, sgbsbgmal LadoMmggmmb Lagmms Lmgnsmal-
o Mab3ndmozomsb godmymagalb s Gbgmal Lodgmms
Legoomob@do Baogfsogmo Mab3dndmozobsmgol aows-
(3980b dgbobgd. o3 god8mbgmams dmMal gMm-gMmn yzomady
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ddndg mag0bo dgmgagdom agm 1989 Brmob 18 omEL aumoayy-
o0l Goombal bmggm mabbdo sgbsba(ogbys) dmbsobmmgmdals
36035mamobnobn  megydammds, Mmdgmdsz doomm g. 6.
;bbb @ggmems300® sggbabgmals bogoMomnggmmmsb godm-
ymgob o badgmms 3033060l dgdawagbemmdsdn dm jogdntig
L3930 3oL LGo@Loom dgbgmal dgbobgd. ,,mobbol g mes-
65(300%-b Im3yzs sxbsdgmnl Imbabmgmdal (JoMomgzgmadals,
o3babgdab, d9Mdbgdal) LodsMmnmasbo 3GME@gbEGN. g moMa-
(30090 goyomdgdmmo nym bogoGmnggmmb ab@mMool g0 gdo,
6535(3 bododa dabze JoMmggm 3g3bngMms gho xanxkL dggd-
dboon  gmmgd@oyco  bodmdo: Paspickamma 1o  mCcTOpHM

A63asun/Tpysus, Gmdgmos 30dmdzgybeos 1999 6gmb s 35304-
md 3936 Logombdg 0g6s go(3939mo 3sbyyba. 2007 byl Jom-
o gbsdg, bmmm 2009 bgmb Gabym 9bsdg asdmgws 3m-
m9d&ono 6536Mm3n 65613393980 LadoMmzgmmb ob@mMao-
3b/53boDgmn”, MmIgmdnz oggbodgool abGmEns BaMdme-
39b0m0s 1d3gmabo @MM0Esb mgdmyg. gb oMol sxgbsdgomal
dgbobgd  3m33mgdbnEo 6sdEMBn, MmMIgmdaz asms ob@m-
00bs dgbbogmomons sgbsbgmal obEmGammo ggmamogoals,
st dgmmmanol, gobmaMogool, sbodmdmmmanals s ©gdm-
acog0olb  bogombgdo. s0bodbymo boc 3393980 2011 Bgemb
353m 73946005 0ba b gbsdys.

0g3bobgmal dgbobgd aodmd3q9469dmm IMmM3gddn JoGrms-
05 360l sDMms LbzosLbgzomds sgbsbgmal abmmaal dmg
Lo gombgddy, 3ogMsd ab, MM sx3bsdgmn bogoGmnggmml gobyy-
ymggmo bsbomos, Hm3 sgbsdo JoMomggmos @s M3 sfmsobm-
gL 96 5MbLgdMIES sx3bsbgMal (sgxbyyoms) edme30gdgema
Lobgmdbogm, sbMn gmos.

356 gmo sg3bsba (sg3byys) MdmszMgLae ool Atwon-
e 39335L00@s0b, LogdoMmggmmdn Rsdmbsobemagdmmo gmbmbo-
Lo o dEaommdMago sxbsdal (Jomggmal) dgcg30b dgmg-
a5 300gdnmo gobmbo. XVI-XVII bogy 39699800056 Rbrgds Rs-
dmbobmagdygmos 3md3sd@mn sbobmgds ydmagmgbaw vd-
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39mab  Joomm obGmMogm-ggmadogomm MHgaomb sgbo-
bgndo. 88 hadmbobmgdnmgdl Jomds mobsdgommag Rggbds
b0bo3Mgdds, ng 3(3bmzgMgdo saommdmman JoMommo dmbab-
mgmdolb mz0mbobgmbmmgds sg3baba, g.0. sggbsbgmal 3(3bmg-
960 9bmegb. o6 sMal godmEazbyymon, Gmd hfoomm 3o339-
LONESL s ofMd dbmmme  3mEmmMal bgmdowsb, wdzgmgbo
MHM0Esb brgdmms Lbgssbbgs 3oMms, myobms Rsdmbabmyg-
35, 3033 bgdmes doma sbndagszns JofMorgm LodysGmdn
©> obGMOogE-3I@GIAYmIR 3odsMmzgmgdymbo 0yzbgb.
o3L91gd0, yzgmes Lbgs gbodyg, mogalb magh ,,0x3b0BL" Mbmeg-
396, 305 Lo 3nmamabs, bomm sggbgs G sggbsbas gb dbm-
mme XIX bow 36930 o60b BgMommdoom owsb@mmgdeymo.

XIX bomgnbowsb (09 mxcm smg 30s) 0bGgbboymow
303nbsfmgmdes domn 3mbbmemonsiznol 3MmgLbo, Ladgmmes
3gMomedn 33300060 gMmzgbnmoa mgz0mdgabgdoom, Lszomsma
3OCGYO0o.

00653gMmM3zg  ogbobms  (ogbyys)  dgdsagbrmmdado
360336g9mmgabos Jomogma bobbeo, Gmams JoMmggmms
dgdsaqgbemmdadn, sgbmams Lobbmo, o boygmbgoms 3sb-
domdg gfommdmoagn (3bmgMgdoom, 3Magomnzbmgabo dgfgy-
o JmEB0bgdomss godommdgdemoa. Mo m7gds by, Jom sz,
LogoGmggmmdn (3bmzMgdal Mgmgds 3m33sd@nfon ©obob-
mgdae Mganmbdo, bs 3mmmog sgbsbgmdn, 4ot 339Mmo o3& m-
bm3doyMo Rmgdgdo, 3o3Med oM dg300 YRBmgds, Mbm J39y-
bols 06&gMgLbgdalb Laggmdggmdy, 3960 J39460l GgHo@mMas-
by 0mgmbes sgbsdyMa bobgmdbogmlb d94360m, gobobme-

(309mb LadoMmggmmb ¢dggmgbo abGmEaymo 3abs-bymal
5bgdbos o domgabigds.
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ABXA3bl U ABXA3UA

Beryniienune

B 1990 200y 6vi1a uzoana mos paboma «Abxazus u Abxasviy.
C 1990 no 2010 200 no daurou npobieme OnyOIUKOBAHBL MOHOSPA-
@uu, Hayunble cmamou, cneyuaivHvle coOoprHuKy. B Hayunelii obopom
BOULTU HOBbIE UCTOYHUKY, HEKOMOPble 80NPOCHL PeuleHbl U NOCMAs-
nenvl no Hosomy. T.x. npobiema ecoMa aKxmyanvbHas, s COUNA Hcead-
MenbHbIM U30amb OONOIHEHHOe U OMPedaKmupo8anHoe 8mopoe us-
danue.

B smom usoanuu coemecmuo ¢ epy3uHCKUM UMEIOMCS pyC-
CKULL U QHEIULICKUe MeKCmbl, HO OHU He SABNIAIOMCAL Nepeso0oM
Uy pesome 2py3uHCKO20, 9MoO COKPAULEHHbIE BAPUAHMbL 2PY3UHC-
Koco. T.K. 6 C8A3U ¢ AKMYATLHOCIIO MEMbl OHA MOMNCEm 6bi3-
68aMb UHMeEpPeC U HECReYUAIUCMos, pabomy He nepespysund Hayu-
HbIM aGnnapamom U 6 KOHye 0aid CNUCOK OCHOBHbIX HAYUHLIX Pa-
bom noceaujenuvix npobaeme. Cywecmsylowas aumepamypa Max-
cumanvro npeocmasiena 8 pabome Mapunvr bBynetiweuiu u Py-
cyoan Mypeynus, «bubnuoepagus 06 Abxasuuy, Tounucu, 2009.

CneyuanvHo abxasckou npobieme Nocesujenvt. COOPHUKU:
«Pasvickanuss  no ucmopuu  Abxazuu/l'pysus», Tounucu, 1999;
«Ouepxu u3z ucmopuu Ipysuu /Abxasua», Tounucu, 2007 (na epy-
sunckom szvike). 2009 200y 6vin  onybaukosan pycckuil nepesoo
«Ouepku uz ucmopuu I pysuu /Abxazusy, mounucu, 2009, a ¢ 2011
200y A8MOPCKUll KOAeKmug OnyonuKoean  aHeIuliccKull nepesoo
omou kHueu. dmu uzdanus ykazanvl Kaxk «CoOopHuxu» u eouteo-
wie 6 HUX CMAmMbU He YKA3aHbl OMOeIbHO, M. K. Y 6CeX aA8mMOopos
B0UIEOWUX 8 DTN COOPHUKU UMEIOMC mMpYyObl N0 UHmMepecyiouel
Hac npobieme, Komopvle chneyuanbHo  ykazawsl. Kax ykazawo
pycckom nepegoode 2009 2. epy3unckoz2o cOOpHUKA U30AHHO2O 8
2007 2. pycckuil nepegod HacmuyHO nepepaboman ¢ y4emom UuH-
mepecog pycckoeo uwumamens u 00banieHvl 08¢ 21asbl, 3mu 000as-
JIeHHble 211asbl YKA3anvl 8 bubauozpaghuu.

CoznamenvHo MAKCUMATLHO — NOCMAPANACL — 8030€PHCAMCA
Om NONeMUKU NO CNopuwviM onpocam. Eciu umo aubo menocpeo-
CMBEHHONO NO NpobiieMe NPONYUWeHO, 3apanee NPUHOULY U3BEHEeHUs
aemopam u wumamento. Bce 3ameuanus 6ydym npunusmel ¢ 61a2o-
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dapHocmuio.

Abxa3us pacmojoxkeHa B ceBepo-3amagHoil wactu ['pysum.
OTHOCHUTENFHO ApPEBHEUINEH dTHUYECKOW KapThl [ py3un, coOCTBEH-
HO €€ YepHOMOPCKOI0 Mo0epexbsl, B HAy4YHOH JIUTEepaType UMEIoTCs
pasHoriacus, HO 3TH pa3HOIVIAcHs KacaloTCs HACTONBKO JalleKUX
BpeMeH (VI-V Teic. 10 H.3.), KOrAa HCKIIOYEHa BO3MOXHOCTb
onpenaenenus: kKoHkpeTHoro 3tHoca. Ho ¢ III wnu II Thicsiuenerus o
H.3. KOIrJa KapTHHAa CpaBHHUTEIBHO TMPOSCHSETCS, B 3alaJHOM
3akaBKa3be B OCHOBHOM MPEATNOJIAracTcs HaJIU4yhe KapTBEIBCKOTO
(Tpy3WHCKOT0), COOCTBEHHO 3aIaJHOTPY3HHCKOTO 3THOCA.

ApXxeonoruyeckuii  MaTepuan, OOHApy)XeHHBIH B  OTOM
pEeruoHe, ¢ YKa3aHHOIO BpPEMEHM M JO0 AaHTHYHOH »3MOXW, HaeT
OCHOBAaHWE MpEANOoJaraTh HAJIWYME 3[eCh EAWHOHW KOJIXUACKOH
(3amazHOTPY3MHCKOM) KYJBTYpHl, BHYTPH KOTOpPOW, MO 3aKIIO-
YEHHEI0 CIELHUAUCTOB, BBIIEISIOTCS OTAEIbHBIE PErMOHAIBHO-
JIOKaJIbHbIE BApUAHTHI, HO B LIEJIOM 3TO KOJXUACKAs KyJIbTYpa.

Bo II-I Teic. 1O H.3. KapTBEJICKUM OSTHUYECKHUUA DIEMEHT
IIMPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEH KaKk B TOPHOM, TaKk M HU3UHHOW 4YacTH
3anaanoit ['py3uun, OTHUM U3 NMOATBEP>KEHUMN, YETO MOXKET CIIYKUTh
cBaHCKas (KapTBENbCKas) TOIMOHWMHKA: HaIpHUMeEp, CBaHCKOE
(xapTBeIBCKOE) MPOUCXOXKAeHHE Ha3BaHMs ropona Lixymu (Cyxymu,
puxuna-rpad). Taxke pacmpocTpaHEHHBIE 3IeCh U JpYyTue
IPY3HHCKHE TOINOHUMBI, THIAPOHUMBI, H3APEBIIC CYILIECTBYIOLINE
Ipy3UHCKUE (paMUIBHBIC IMEHA.

OTH BBIBOJBI MOAKPEIJICHBI JTaHHBIMU TPeUecKOi MH(OIOTHH
0 mnpuObITMM aproHaBToB B Konxuay © OCHOBaHHBIM Ha
JMHTBUCTUYECKOM MCCJIECIOBAaHUM IPEANOJIOXKEHUEM O HaJIU4uu
3/1eCh KapTBEJIBCKOTO fA3bIKa BO BpeMs NpuOBITHS aproHaBToB (II
TBIC. JI0 H.3.),T.€ B 310Xy APEBHEUIINX IPEKO-KOJIXCKHX KOHTAKTOB

VYka3zaHHbIE BBIBOJBI BCELEIO MHMOATBEPXKIAIOTCS IAHHBIMHU
IpevYecKrX MUChbMEHHBIX HCTOYHUKOB (I'exateit Munerckuii — VI B.
1o H.3., ['epogor — V B. 10 H.3., Cxunakc Kapuanackuit — IV B. 1o
H.3., CTpabOH — IpaHb HEPBBIX BEKOB IPEBHETO M HOBOT'O JIETOWC-
YHUCIEHUSI U Jp.), HA OCHOBE KOTOPBHIX B CIEIMATIbHBIX HAyYHBIX
WCCIIEIOBAHMAX, YKa3aHO, YTO B 3TO BpeMms IapcTBo Komxumma
OXBaTBIBAJIO BCIO HU3MHHYIO 4acTh 3amagHoil ['pysuu. Ilpu stom,
BUIUMO, Teppuropus a0 Jnockypmm (Cyxymu) 3aceneHa ObLia, B
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OCHOBHOM, COOCTBEHHO KOJIXaMH, a CEBEpHEe HAYMHAJICS dTHHUECKU
OoJiee TeCTPBIi MHp, TJIe COBMECTHO C KOJNIXaMH YIOMHHAIOTCS H
CEBEPOKABKA3CKHUE MJIEMEHA (HampuMep KEepPKTebl, KOTOPBIX CUUTAIOT
gepkecamu). [l ompemeneHHs ASTHUYECKOW KapThl 3armamHoi
I'py3un HemanoBa)kHOe 3HaYeHHE UMeeT TOT (pakT, uro aBTOpHI 11 B.
Onasuit Appuan u Knasauit Iltonemeit okono Hukoncunu (Tyance)
yHnoMuHaIOT MyHKT Jlasuky. Cnemyer y4ecTh U TO OOCTOSTENBCTBO,
yTo AppuaH 3TOT MNYyHKT uMeHyeT «JlpeBHed Jlasukoi», 4TO
SIBIIIETCS. HEOCHOPUMBIM JOKYMEHTOM HaJIWYMsI 374eCh Ja3CKOro
(KOJIXCKOTO T.€. TPY3HHCKOT0, KAPTBEIHCKOT0) HACEIICHUSI.

Ha ocHOBaHMM NaHHBIX AHTUYHBIX NMUCBMEHHBIX UCTOYHHKOB,
COBEPILIEHHO OYEBMJIHO, 4TO B VI-I Bexkax TeppHUTOpUs COBPEMEHHOM
A0Oxa3uM MOJHOCTBIO BXoawna B mpenenu Komxumackoro mapcrsa.
[Ipu stom ¢ Amcapoca (okx. barymm) mo Jduockypum (Cyxymmu)
MPOXHUBAIN COOCTBEHHO KoixW. B cemepHoil wactu Komxunel B
ropax NpOXKUBAJIM TaK)K€ KapTBENbCKHE IUIEMEHa CBaHOB. B arToif
CBSI3M 3aciyXHBaeT BHUMaHHe cooOmeHue CTpaOoHa, YTO CBaHBI
XKUBYT B 6mu3n J{nockypun.

C I-II BB. 10 H.D. B KJIaCCUYECKUX MMHCHMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKAX
Ha TEPPUTOPUU COBPEMEHHOW AOXa3WHM YNOMUHAIOTCS amCHIIBI H
abazru.

Bompoc o ToM, ¢ KakuxX BpeMeH MPOKHUBAIOT 3/1€Ch YIIOMHHA-
eMble B NHChMEHHBIX HcTouHHMKax ¢ [-II BB. Amcunbl u abasru,
SIBJISIETCSI CIIOPHBIM, MO MHEHHIO HEKOTOPBIX HCCIENOBATENeH, OHU
MPOKUBAJIM 31ECh C APEBHEUINNX BPEMEH, T.K. BXOJIWIN B KOIXCKHUI
HUCTOPUKO-3THO-TIONUTUYECKUH, KyJIbTYPHBIH MHp, TO B Ooliee paH-
HBIX MICTOYHHKAX MX MpeObIBaHUE 31€Ch He OTPa3miioch. CyliecTByeT
Y Takas TOYKa 3peHus, 4TO OHHU nosBuiauck 31eck ¢ I-II BB. mocne
Havajia MaccoBOI0 nepecenenus pana miemen ¢ CesepHoro KaBkasa.

MHeHus pacXoJsaTcsl U MO BOMPOCY ITHUYECKOW Mpamaajiex-
HOCTH arcuiioB W aba3roB. YacTh y4EHBIX CUHMTAET WX IUIEMEHAMH
CeBEpO KaBKa3CKOTo, aJIbITeHiCKOro MpOMCXOXAEHHSA. BrickazaHo,
TaK)Xe MpeInooKeHHe, YTO OHU SABISIOTCS TaKUMHU e KapTBeEJbC-
KUMH (TPY3MHCKHMH) IIJIEMEHAMH, KaK MPOKUBAIOIINE BOKPYT HUX
STPHI (J1a3bl), CBAHBI U IPyTHE TIEMEHa, a COBpEMEHHBIe abxasbl (ar-
cya) 3To 1uieMeHa nepecenuiieecs: ¢ Ceseproro Kaskaza ¢ XVII B.
CymiecTByeT U MUTPAlMOHHO-aBTOXTOHHAsI TEOPHs, T.€. YACTUYHO
MECTHOT'O, YaCTUYHO IPHUIUIOIO IPOUCXOXKICHUS COBPEMEHHBIX
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abxa3oB (T.e. arcya).

«ATICHJIHSY aHTUYHBIX aBTOPOB COOTBETCTBYET «AOIIMICTH
IPYy3UHCKUX MUCHMEHHBIX UCTOYHHUKOB. AOIIMIETH YIOMUHACTCS B
«Kaptmuc mxoBpeba» (counnenue JIxyaHmiepa) B CBS3H C MTOXOIOM
Mepaana n6a Myxammena B 3anannyto I'py3un B 30-x romax VIII B.
AOcwmio u ee mpaBuTens MapuHOCa YIMOMHHAET BU3aHTHHCKUI
nuctopuk ®eodan XpoHorpad B cBsa3u ¢ coobiTusimu Havana VIII B.
B ncrounmkax ymommHaeTcs Takke ero chiH. C 3TOro BpeMeHH B
TPY3UHCKUX W BU3aHTUUCKUX MUCHbMEHHBIX UCTOYHUKAX ATCHUIUS —
AOmmnern He YIIOMHUHAETCS, YTO OOYCIIOBJICHO TeM, 9YTO AOCHIIUS B
pe3yibTaTe IPHUCOSANHECHMS e¢ yacTu Abaszrueid, n gactu JIa3ukoi,
MpEeKpaTHiia CyIIECTBOBAHME KaK IMOJIUTHUKO-aJMUHUCTPATHBHAS
¢JIMHUIIA U Ha €€ 4acTh, BOLICAIIYI0 B mpeaenu AOa3ruu, pacupo-
CTpaHsieTcsl Ha3BaHne AGa3ruu.

[Ipubnusutensuo ¢ VI B. HaumHaTECS pacIIUpeHe 3HAYCHUE
TepMmuHa AbOxa3usa-Abasrusi.

[Tocne pacnama Konxuackoro napcrsa B 3amanHoi ['pys3uu
00pa30BaIOCh HECKOIBKO 3aBUCHMBIX OT PMMa 3THO-TIONMHTHYECKHIX
eIVHUII. T.H. APCTB, Cpean KoTophix dnaBuii AppraH, Ha TEPPUTO-
puu cobcTBeHHO AOXa3uu, yIIOMHHAET a0a3roB U arllCHIIOB.

B III B 3amagnas ['py3us oObpemmamiace B Jlazckoe (Orpruc-
KO€) I[apCTBO, KOTOPOE BKJIFOUHIIO B CBOM COCTaB 4acTh ATICHIIUU — C
pexu Orpuc-uxanu (lanmuazra) go p. Kogopu, a gacts — ceBephee p.
Kognopu Opia o0bequHena ¢ A6xa3uei, KoTopas SBISUIaCh BaCCaloM
Jlazckoro mapcTaa.

Jlazuka TpedyecKux MUCHBMEHHBIX HCTOYHHMKOB SIBISLIACH He-
nocpencTBeHHo npeemuutet Konxuasl. Boeizantulickuiit AHoHuM V
B., ucropuku VI Beka: IIpoxonuit Keccapuiickuii, Moann JIun, Ara-
¢uit CxonacTuk, moBecTBys o Jlazuke u j1a3ax, Kak MpaBUiIoO OTMeYa-
IOT, YTO JIa3bl — MOTOMKHU JPEBHBIX KOJXOB, 3TU JBAa MOHATHS OHHU
YIIOMHUHAIOT Kak cuHOHMMBL. Hanpumep, «Koaxuna, kotopas HblHE
nMenyercs Jlasukoii« — numer IIpokxonuii Keccapuiickuii.

B VI B. BcaeactBue WpaHo-Bu3aHTHIICKMX BOMH, Jlazckoe
1IapCTBO, KOTOPOE MPUHUMAIIO yJacTHe B 3TOH BoitHe, ociabio. Bu-
3aHTHS AOa3ruio MOJAYMHUIIA CBOCH BJIACTH, KHS3bS (IPHUCTaBHI)
Aba3ruu cTajau BoccajaMH BU3aHTUICKOW umnepun. Hauanock moc-
TeneHHoe ycuieHne Abasruu, ¢ momoirslo Buzantum, kotopas cra-
panack uMeTh B e€ jure omopy npotus Jlasuku. B VI B. AbGasrus
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BKITFOYHMIIA B CBOM COCTaB TEPPUTOPpUH cocenHbix Cannrun, Muccu-
MHUAHUU | 3aTeM 4acTh ATICHIIMU. XOTS CpeId YUCHBIX HMEIOTCS pa3-
HOTJIACHSI OTHOCHTENIFHO STHHYECKON NPHHAIJIC)KHOCTH CaHUTOB,
MHCCHUMHAH..., HO B JAaHHOM CJIy4ae Ba)XHO TO OOCTOSATENHCTBO, YTO
KyJbTYpPHO-UCTOpUYECKH, OHH Tpy3uHbI (KapTBemnmsl). 3aciyxuBaer
BHUMAaHUE TO OOCTOSTENBCTBO, YTO TPY3MHCKHH HCTOpUK JKyaH-
ep, moBecTBys 0 coObTusAx 30-x romoB VIII B. coOcTBEeHHO O MMOXO-
ne apabckoro moikoBoaia MepBana nOH MyxamMmena B 3amaaHyro
I'pysuto, ormeuaer, uto MepBaH pa3pylIHy ropoj «AOLIIWIETH U
Aobxazern Lxymm». [Ipu 3TOM ciemyer y4ecTb TO OOCTOSTENBCTBO,
YTO TaKoe MpoUTeHHe TeKcTa («ropoa AdmuieTn n Ab6xazeTn») cox-
paHWIOCh B JApeBHEMIIEM, AolenumeM A0 Hac cnucke «Kaptimc
uxoBpeba» (T.H. crnucok llapuubl AHHBI), a B 0Oojee MO3AHUX
CHHCKax «AOmmiueTn» He ynoMuHseTcs. Buaumo, aBropy ObUIO H3-
BecTHO, uTo L{xymu 6511 TopogomM AbmmneTn, HO B 30-x romgax VIII
B. 9Ta TEPPUTOPHS IMOJUTHYECKU sBisieTca AOxa3uell a MO3IHUM
penakropaM uiau nepenucunkam «Kaptmuc 1xoBpeba» 3To ObLIO
HEW3BECTHO, OHM yOpalii yKa3aHHBIHN Mmaccaxk ¥ B oTHOIeHNH L{xymu
ocTaBwiM cooOrieHue, uto MepBaH pazopui ropox Aoxaszuu LIxy-
MHU.

Ha manroM 3tame AGasrus (AOXw3us) MpeACTaBICHA B TAKOM
pacmmpeHHoM Tutane, HO ¢ 80-x romoB VIII B., xorja mpou30ILIO
00beMHEHNE ABYX 3allaJHOTPY3UHCKUX ToCynapTcB AOxa3uu U Or-
pucu u 00pa3oBalloch €IUHOE 3aMaJHOTPY3MHCKOE TOCYIIapCTBO,
MPOM30NIIO JaibHElIIee paclIMpeHre 3HaYeHHs] 3TOTO TepMHUHA U
«AbxazeTn» - «Aba3ruein» UMEHOBaNACh yxe Bcs 3ananHas [ py3us.
Abxa3-aba3romM, Kak coOCTBEHHO abxas3, T.€. )KUTeIb AOXa3uu, TaKk U
KaXkabli 3anaiubii ['py3uH.

B 80-x rogax VIII B. mocne o6bequuenus 3amagnoit ['pysumu,
riiaBa rocyjaapcrsa JIeoH uMeHOBaJICS KHI3eM (MTaBapu) U ObLT Bac-
caiioM BuzanTum. 3T0 rocyaapcTBo MpOCTUPaIoch oT Hukorcuu 10
Oacceiina p. Hopoxu, ot Ueproro mopst a0 Jluxckoro (Cypamckoro)
xpeOTa.

CornacHo JaHHBIM TPY3HMHCKHX MHUCHMEHHBIX MCTOYHHKBO, (a
IPYTUX UCTOYHHUKOB HET), TIOCIETHUN MPECTaBUTENh KapPTIMHCKOTO
LIAPCKOro JioMa, Oe31eTHBIM ApPYHIl, CBOIO TUIEMSHHUILY, J10Yb CKOH-
yapirerocs naps Mupa, Beiman 3amyx 3a Jleona Abxaza, KoTopomy
repeaan KOpoHy OTpHCH. YKa3aHHOE OOCTOSITEIIbCTBO SIBIISETCS OC-
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HOBAaHHMEM JUIsI TPEATIONOKEHNAA, YTO OOBEIMHEHHE JTHX JBYX 3a-
MaJHOTPY3UHCKUX MOMUTHYECKUX equuanl Jrpucu (Jlazuku) u Abxa-
3uM OBIJIO JOOPOBOJIBLHBIM, AMHACTHYEeCKUM akToM. 3atem Jleon (II) B
xonue VIII B. ocBoOoamicsa OoT BaccaiuTeTa BuzaHTuu, 3aBiajei
Abxasuert u Orpuch, AOXa3us SBISUIaCh HECICACTBCHHBIM BIaJie-
HueM JleoHa, TakKMM >kK€ HaclIeZICTBEHHBIM BJIaJICHHUEM TOJy4YE€HHBIM
0 YKEHCKOW JIMHWUU OBLTO U DTPUCH, OH TIPUHSIT TUTYII Haps U CTal
3aKOHHBIM HACJIEJCTBEHHBIM IPABUTEIIEM ATOTO OOBEAMHEHHOTO 3a-
MaJHOTPY3UHCKOTO TOCy/AapcTBa. B HM3BECTHBIX HaM MHUCHBMEHHBIX
WMCTOYHHMKAX HET MPSAMBIX YKa3aHUA 00 ero MpoucxoxkaeHun. Ps uc-
ClIeJIoBaTeNel CUMTAIOT MX abxa3zaMu HETpy3WHaMH, psja abxazaMu
Tpy3WHAaMH, PsIJl TPEKaMH, T.K. OHH OBUIHM CTaBJICHHHKaMu BuzaHtuu.
Bce ot MHeHus1 ocTarotes B cepe npennoioxenuil. Ho B jannom
clly4ae TTIaBHOE He WX MPOUCXOXICHHUIO, a TO, YTO 3TO LAPCTBO OX-
BaThIBalOIee BCIO 3amagayro ['pysuto, mo mpeobiagaroniemMy 601b-
UIMHCTBY HACENEHHUs, S3bIKY, KyJbType, NMUCbMEHHOCTH TroCyAapc-
TBEHHOW TOJHUTHKE OBUIO TPY3MHCKHM TOCYIapCTBOM, a IapH, IO
ATUM K€ JaHHBIM ObUTH TPYy3uHBL. CIeIyeT y4ecTh U TO 00CTOATEIh-
CTBO, 4TO apMsiHCKuid nctopuk X B. Moann [Ipacxanakepriu (Moan
KaTaJMKOC) 3TO TOCYAapCTBO UMEHYET «ITPUCH» - HX Iapel «Ia-
psMH DTPUCH», a JKHATeNeH «OrpucraMm». A apMIHCKUHA HCTOPHK
Bapnan Benukuit (Hau. XIII B) ux cumraer, matoMmkamu napsi Kap-
i Baxranra 'opracana (II mon. V B.). KoHeuHO reHeTHKa BecbMa
BaXHBIH (haKTOp, HO BaKHEE HAIMOHAIHHOE CAaMOCO3HAHHE C JTOW
TOYKH 3PEHHUS 3HAYCHHE UMEET KaK [[apy dTOTO 3aIaTHOTPy3UHCKOTO
HapcTBa UMEHYIOT cebs. Jlo Hac COXpaHWINCh WX HAAINMWCH, Hamp.
napst KocranTu 111 (893-922), I'nopru 11 (922-957), Jleon III (957-
967), rae oHU YIIOMSHYTHI JIUIIb KaK «I1apby. J{JIs1 HUX HE UMeeT 3Ha-
YEeHUSI C KaKOW UCTOPUKO-Teorpaduieckoil 001acTi OHH MO MPOMC-
XOXJIEHUIO, OHM MO CBOEMY HAI[MOHAJIBHOMY CO3HAHMIO T'PY3HHBI
(kapTBeNH) TUTYJ «I1apb a0Xa30B» yTBEpKIaeTcs ¢ KOHIA X B. TOC-
se kopoHauuu barparta barparnonu napem B Kyraucu, 4ro noarsep-
KIAeTCS U TeHEATIOTHYECKUM CIIMCKaM KHs3ei (MTaBapoB) M Lapei
3amagHoi ['py3un (T.H. JuBaH abXa3CKUX Iapei), KOTOPBINA MPH Lape
KoctanTu III umenyercsa «/luBanom mapeit», a mocie maps barpara
1T (975/8 r.) — «/luBan AOXa3ckux mapem».

AbOxa3ckoe MapcTBo OBLTO TPY3MHCKHM TOCYJIApPCTBOM, OOJIB-
IIMHCTBO HACEJIEHUS] COCTABJSUIM TPY3WHBL: KapThl, STPbI, CBAHEI,
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abxa3pl... KOHEYHO OHO HE OBLII0 MOHOITHHYECKHM I'OCY/IapCTBOM, HE
WCKJIIOYeHAa BO3MOXHOCTb, YTO B HEM TMPOKUBAIHU OTAEIbHBIC
MIPEJICTABUTENN COCEIHHUX CEBEPO-Ka3Ka3CKUX 3THOCOB, HO KaK BE3-
Ji€, U 3[1ECh OHU MTOCTENEHHO aCCUMUIMPOBAIIUCH C MECTHBIM HaceJe-
HueMm. [lapcTBo, o coobrienuto BaxymTu barpatronu, cocTosio u3
BOCBMH aJIMUHHCTPAaTHBHBIX €IWHHML, caepuctaBo: Abxasckoe,
Lxymckoe, Orpuucckoe (ueHtp benna), ['ypus, Paua-Jleuxywmu,
Csanetn, Apreetu (tienTp lllopananu), HusuaHas Mmepetu (TieHTp
Kyraucn) 1.e. A6xa3us B «AOGXxa3cKoM» IapCTBE SIBISUIACH OAHOU al-
MUHUCTpaTHBHON enuHmnoi. CooOmenne BaxymTu Bcemeno moi-
TBEPKAACTCS TaHHBIMH, IPYTUX HCTOYHHUKOB.

Becpma mpumedarenbHO TO OOCTOSITEIBCTBO, YTO UMECHHO B
nepuoj cymecTBoBanus «Abxasckoro» napcersa (IX-X BB.) mpu ak-
TUBHOM COJICWCTBUE WX Iapeil AOXa3us B MEPKOBHOM OTHOIIEHHUH
OKOHYATEJIbHO BBIIUIA U3 MOMYMHEHUs KOCTaHTHHOMOJIBCKOTO MaT-
puapxara.

CobcTBeHHO AOXa3CKO€ DPUCTABCTBO, KOTOPOE B IEPKOBHOM
OTHOUIEHUH HaXOAWIOCh B IOpUCAUKUMN KOHTaHTMHOMNOJIBCKOIO
naTpuapxa, BOCCOSAMHUIIOC C OCTAJIbHON 3amaJHOTPY3MHCKOH Liep-
KOBBIO, a 3aT€M BMECTE€ CO CBOEH 3amaJHOrPYy3MHCKOW LEPKOBBIO
BOIIIO B TTACTBY OOIIETPY3MHCKON MIIXeTcKor Kadeapsl.

Koneuno, Ob10 O4YeHb TPYIHO OCBOOOAUTHCS OT MOJUTHYEC-
Koro noauvHenus Buszantuiickoii MMmnepuid, HO ropasno TpyIauHee
OBUTO BBIMTH U3 IEPKOBHOTO TMOIYMHEHHUS W UCKOPEHUTH HE TOJBKO
FOCIIOACTBO, HO U LIEPKOBHO-KYJNBTYpHOE BiausiHUE KOHCTaHTHHOIIO-
ns1. C 9ToH 1enblo 3anaTfHOrpy3HHCKUE, T.H. «a0Xa3CcKue» Lapu yii-
Pa3IHAIU TPEUYECKUE IEPKOBHBIE LEHTPBI, KOTOPHIE SBIISIIUCH OMO-
poil KoHCTaHTHHOMNOJS, U B3aMEH YYpPEKIalIH HOBBIC I'PY3HHCKHUE
LeHTphl. bputn ympasaenensl rpedeckue enapxuu B @asuce (Ilotn),
I'ynase (ox Ouamuumpsl) u ap. [Ipu 3anagHorpysunckom unape I'eop-
ruit 11 (922-957) Opma yupexnaena Ukonauackas xadempa B Map-
tBuiH, nipu Jleone 111 (957-967) xadenpa B Moksu, naps barpar 111
(mepBbIi Lapb 00BEJMHEHHON TPYy3MHCKOH (eomanbHOW MOHApXHU
978 — 1014) yupenun kadenpy B beama, B3aMeH ynpa3gHEHHOUW Ka-
(denpsl B ['ymaBa. 3T HOBBIE CITUCKOIICKHE Kaeaphl CTaIH IIEHTpa-
MU TPY3UHCKOM KYJBTYpPHI. | py3uHCKast IEPKOBB C TPY3UHCKUM SI3bI-
KOM IPOTUBOCTOSIA TPEUECKON HEPKBU C TPEUECKHUM SI3BIKOM U T'pe-
YECKOMY SI3BIKY.
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B »TOM mapcTBe OBUTH CO3/IaHU TPY3MHCKHE arnorpaduaeckue
W TUMHOrpaduvecKue MpOU3BEACHUS, NPU IBOpPE UX maped Oblna
COCTaBJICHAa XpOHHMKA IapeH, T.H. «J/uBaH abxa3ckoil 1apen», 31ech
CTPOWJIUCH TAMATHUKU TPY3WHCKOM apxuTekTypsl. LlapctBo mpu-
HUMAJIO aKTUBHOE y4acTHe B TOM O0pbOe, 00BEKTHBHBIM Pe3yJibTa-
TOM, KOTOPOH SBHJIOCH OOBEIUHEHHE TPY3MHCKHX 3€MENb U CO3JIa-
HUE eIMHOTO TPY3UHCKOTO (De0aTIhbHOTr0 TOCY1apCTRa.

Ecnu-661 mapcTBo OBLIO OB HE TPY3WHCKUM, a ,,a0Xa3cKuM”
[IaPCTBOM, TO €r0 CTOJIIEH MapHh OCTaBWIM Obl AHAKOIHIO, IEHTP
coOCTBeHHO AOXa3uM W HE TEepeHecTu Obl CTOJIMIY TOCYAapCTBa B
Kyrancu, B oguH u3 ApeBHEHIINX IEHTPOB TPY3MHCKOHM rocymapc-
TBEHHOCTH, TPY3UHCKON KyJIbTypHl. L[epKOBh MiIH HE BbIIEIHIACH OB
3 KOHCTaHTHHENOIBCKON emapXuu, a eClM W BUACIUIach OBI, TO
oOpa3oBanach Obl B COOCTBEHHO «a0Xa3CKyIO» IIEPKOBb M HE BOIIIA
OBl B COCTaB BCET3pY3MHCKOH, MITXETCKOUM Kadeapsl, Tae O6orociy-
JKEHUE BEJIOCh Ha TPY3UHCKOM s3bike. C BhIeneHneM u3 Koncrantu-
HOTIOJIbCKOW TMAaTPUaAPXUU TPY3UHCKUHM S3BIK OKOHYATEIHLHO 3aHSUI
CBOE€ 3aKOHHOE MECTO BO Bceil 3ananHoit ['py3un, ctaB s361Kk0M O0T0-
CIIy’)KeHHUs, TocyaapcTBeHHoro ympasienna. C Hawamo [X Beka B
LAPCTBE 3aCBHCTEILCTBOBAHA IPy3HHCKAs SmUrpaduka.’

OrpoMHOE 3HA4Y€HHE UMeEET TOT (DaKT, YTO CYIIECTBYIOIIUE B
TPY3HMHCKOM CpPETHEBEKOBOM 30TYECTBE 3armamHOTpy3uHCKas («AO-
Xa3cKasy), KaxeTcKas, Tao KIap/KETCKas, KapTIHICKas apXUuTeKTyp-
HBIC IIKOJIBI, COJiepka B ce0€ MECTHBIC OTJIMYMS, UMEIOT O0IIerpy-
3uHCKHI xapaktep. Crlenyer MmoauepKHyTh TO OOCTOSITENLCTBO, UTO
3TH OOIIME XapaKTEPHbIC YEPThl B MaMATHHKAX apXUTEKTYphl OT-
JENBbHBIX HE3aBUCHIMBIX T'PY3HMHCKUX TOCYIApCTB IPOSBISIOTCS [0
BOCCOGIMHEHUSI TPY3MHCKHX 3€Mellb B OJAMHOE TOCyNapCTBO, €IIH-
HOTO CpemHeBeKoBoro rocynapctBa CakapTBeno (koHem X B.), 9TO
SIBJISICTCSI TIOITBEPKICHUEM CYIIIECTBOBAHUS MX OOIIMUX JPEBHEHIIIMX
HMCTOPUYECKUX KOpHEH, MPUHAIIEKHOCTH OOIIETPy3MHCKONU KYib-
Type.

Kaxk yxe oTMeuanach ¢ CO3IaHUEM €IMHOTO 3alaHOTPy3UHC-
KOr'0 roCyJapcTBa MPUOCXOIUT AalbHEHIIIee paCIIUPEHUE 3HAUCHUS

' Hamiune rpeueckoii srurpauku 1o Beeil 3amaasoii [py3uu B aHTHUHYIO
3MOXY BBI3BAHO MOJIUTHYECKUM (DAKTOPOM, & B XPUCTHAHCKYIO IIPHUBEPIKCH-
HOCTBIO K TPEYECKOMY IIPABOCIABHOMY TOJIKY.
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TEPMUHOB «AOXa3ums» M «AbOxa3» W OHM yXe 0003HAJaroT BCIO 3a-
nagHyo ['py3uio, BepHee OOBEIWHEHHOE 3alagHOIPy3WHCKOE TO-
CYJIapCTBO U BCEX 3aNaJHbIX IPY3UH.

Emg¢ Gonee pacmmpsiercs 3Ha4CHWE TEPMHUHOB «AOXasus» U
«Abxa3» ¢ koHna X Beka, KOorja B TUTyJaType mapeid oOheAHMHEH-
HOTO TPY3MHCKOIO TOCYyAapcTBa IIEPBOE MECTO 3aHHMMAET TUTYI
«uappb abxa3oB». 3aKOHHBIM HACIEOHHUK LIApCcKoro poaa barpatnonu,
Barpat (975/8-1014), 3atem niepBBIi 11aph 00BETUHEHHOTO TPY3HHC-
KOTO CpeJHEeBEeKOBOro rocyaapcrsa CakapTBeno, KOTOPBINA MO MaTe-
PHHCKOM JMHUM ObUI 1 €AMHCTBEHHBIM 3aKOHHBIM HACJICAHUKOM 3a-
[aJHOTPY3UHCKOTO TPOHA, B CHJIy CO3IABIIECHCS CHUTyallud CIIEpBa
OBLT KOPOHOBAH Ha 3aNaJIHOTPY3UHCKHUHA TPOH, TIOIYYHII THTYII «1Iaph
abxa30B», a TUTYJ «Lapb KapTBEJIOBY, IHIIbL B Hadane XI Beka, moc-
Jie KOHYMHBI CBOETO MPEIIIECTBEHHUKA «Iapsl KapTBEIOB» U OH UMe-
HOBAJICS: «Iapb 00Xa30B, Ilapb KapTBeNoB». [locie BoccoequHeHUs
Kaxetu u Opetu k ero TuTyiy npubaBUioCchk: «uapb OpoB U Kaxos»
W Ha JAaHHOM JTale TUTyJlarypa maped ['py3um CIOXWiIach Tak:
«barpat — napp a0xa30B, KapTBEJIOB, 3POB, KAXOB» U MOKAJIOBAHHBIN
BU3aHTHIICKUM umIiiepatopom bacunuem II Tutyn «Kyponanaty.

HmeHHO mOTOMY, 4TO B TUTYJAaType Lapel Ha MepBOM MecTe
CTOSUI TUTYJ «Uapb a0Xxa30B», 4aCTO B IPY3MHCKUX M MHOCTPaHHBIX
MMMCBMEHHBIX MCTOYHHKAX «a0Xa3» yHmoTpeOiseTcs B CMBICIE «Ipy-
3UH» U «A0xa3us» B cMbicie «I'py3us». [Ipu 5ToM HHOCTpaHHBIC aB-
TOpHI (TpeKH, apadbl, pyCCKUe U Jp.) 3HAIHU, 4TO «AOXa3ws» Ta Ke
I'py3us, T.e. U6epus. Hanmpumep: BeRanTHiickuii uctopuk XI B. I'e-
opruii Kenpun naps enunoit I'pysun I'eoprus 1 (1014-1027) ume-
HyeT apXoHTOM AOXxasuu, a ero ceiHa — mHaps barpara IV (1027-
1072) — apxonTom UGepun. BuzanTtuiickuii uctopuk Moann 3oHapa
(xonen XI B. — Hau. XII B) Toro xe barpara nmenyer apxoHTom A6-
xa3uu, Kenpus, nosectBys o noxonae umneparopa Bacunus 11 B ['py-
3ur0 TUIIeT: Bacwmii BeicTymuT ipotuB ['eoprust Abasra u Harpa-
Bunack B MoOeputo. T.e. s BuzaHTHiineB adasr (AOas3rus) u ubep
(M6epust) naenTryHbIe MOHTUS. Tak ke WACHTHYHBI TPY3UH U aba3r
111 BOCTOYHBIX (apaOCKHX, IEPCUACKUX) aBTOPOB JaHHOTO BPEMEHHU.
Apabckuii reorpad u uctopuk XIII Beka SkyT mumiet, 90 A6xa3us
CTpaHa, HaceleHHass XPUCTHAaHAMH, KOTOPBIX UMYHYIOT KypIKaMH
(t.e. rpy3unamu). Cenpmxykckuii xporuct XIII B. Nou bubu o nape
I'py3un Tamap numier, 9To OHA Laph IypIUKOB (IPY3HH), yIPaBisSeT
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a0Xa3CKUM IIapCTBOM, CTOJIUIIEH KOoTOporo siBisercss TOwmmmcn. A6-
Xa3ulo OTOXAECTBIAIOT ¢ I'py3uert Huzamu I'anmxenu, Xakanu u
np. Crnenyer ykaszath, 4YTO pyccKasl CpeIHEBEKOBas JICTOMUCH MPSIMO
yYKa3bIBacT, 4TO MOep W abxa3 MICHTUYHBIC TMOHATHA. («aBep WKe
CYTb 00€31»).

Teppuropuss coOcTBeHHO AOxa3uu B 3alaHOTPY3UHCKOM
mapctBe ObUTa  TIpeACTaBlieHa JBYMsS  aJMHUHHCTPATHBHBIMH
SOMHUIIAMH, (SPUCTABCTBAMH), a0Xa3CKUM U ITXYMCKHM.

Ecmu nmns mapeit emunoi I'py3un, Kak u BOOOIIIE ISl TPY3UH,
abxa3 He ObLI OBl TAaKUM JK€ TPY3MHOM, KaK 3rp, KapT, KaxX, TO Hapu
I'py3un, HaBepHOE, MOCTapannb OBl BHECTH M3MEHEHHE B CBOIO TH-
Tynarypy. B Turymatype Tpy3WHCKHUX Iapeii B TCUYCHHE BEKOB
BeChbMa IOYETHOE MECTO 3aHMMAald BHU3AaHTHWCKHUE TPUBOPHBIC
TUTYNBl — KypomanaT, kecapb, U nap. Lape Hasux IV Crpourens
(1089-1125), omneHuB peanbHOE MOTUTHYECKOE MOJoXeHue [ py3un,
OTKAa3aJICs OT BU3AHTUWCKHUX THTYJIOB, XOTSI €r0 HEMOCPEJACTBCHHBIC
MpeNKd AOOMBAIMCH 3TUX TUTYJOB U C TOPAOCTHIO MMEHOBAIHCH
Kypomanmatamu, keccapsmu... Cam JlaBum, eme B OBITHOCTB
1apeBuyeM, ObLT YIOCTOCH BHICOKMX BU3aHTUHCKUX TUTYJIOB, HO CaM
oTkazaics oT HuX. Ho Borpoc o tutyne ,,i1aps a0xa30B He ObLT U HE
MOT OBITh TOCTaBJICH, T. K. ,,lIaphb a0Xa30B“ CYTh ,,llaph 3aIamHoi
I'py3un®, «uapp 3anaiHBIX TPY3HH».

JpeBHue aba3ru, arcWIbl, KApPTBEJIbl OHU 110 ITPOUCXOXKICHUIO
WJIH HET, 110 UCTOPHH U KYJIbTYpe OBLIN TAKHUMH K€ TPy3UHaMHu (Kap-
TBEJIAMHM), KaK dTPHI, CBAHBI, KapThl, KAXH M BCE KAPTBEIbCKHUE ITHU-
YECKUE TPYMIBI U TaKOE K€ Y4YacTUEe NMPUHUMAIH B CTPOUTEIBCTBE
TPYy3WHCKOTO TOCYJapCTBa W TPY3WHCKOW KYJBTYPHI, KaKk BCE Kap-
TBEJILCKHUE TIIEMEHA.

ITocne MakCHUMalIbHOTO pACIIUPECHHS] 3HAYCHUS TEPMHIHOB
«AOXa3usi» U «abxa3» Havaycs 0OPaTHBIH MPOIIECC.

B konine XV B., B cleACTBUE BHYTPUCOLMAIBHBIX MPOIECCOB
Y BHEIIHEW OOCTAaHOBKH, TPY3MHCKOE T'OCYJapCTBO pacmajioch Ha
yetblpe dacTu: napcrBa Kaptimu, Kaxern, Vmepetn u KHSKECTBO
Camixe-Caatabaro. [Iponecc peomanpHOTO qpoOISHMS CTPaHbI IPO-
JOJDKaJICs U B TIpeenax napcrsa Mimepern o0pa3oBairich KHKECTBO
I'ypust u Opumm (Camerpeno). CoGcTBeHHO, AOXazug BXoAMJa B
cocrtaB KHsxkecTBa Omumu 1 B X VII Beke BrlaenniIachk B OTAEIBIHOE
KHSDKECTBO, ¢ KHsDKecKuM poxaoMm lllepBammmze, Bxoasmiee B map-
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ctBo MMeperu. AGXa3us B OBITHOCTh KHSDKECTBOM B MCTOPHKO-KYJIb-
TYPHOM IIIAHE SBJAIACH TAKOM K€ IPY3MHCKOM aJIMHHHMCTPATUBHOMN
€AMHUIION, KaK CYIIECTBYIOLIUE B 3TO BpEMs IpyrHe KHIKECTBA.

HMeHHO ¢ TOro BpeMEHH M HauMHAETCS OOpaTHBHIN IpoIlecc,
MIPOIIECC CYXXUBAHUS 3HAUCHUS TEPMHHOB «abxa3» u «Aobxazus». C
3TOTO BPEMEHH I'PY3WHBI (M HE TOJBKO TPy3uHBI) AOXa3zueil MMeHO-
BaJIM COOCTBEHHO 3TO KHSKEICTBO.

C xonma XV, Hau. XVI B. Ha IOTO-BOCTOKE IO COCEIICTBY C
I'py3ueit  oOpa3oBaoch CHIBHOE, arpecCHBHOE MYCYJIbMaHCKOE
rocyJapcTBo MMUTCKOro Toika, Cedesunckoit Mpan, ¢ roro-3amanga
CHJIbHOE, arpecCHBHOE, MYCYJIbMaHCKO€, CYHHUTCKOro Tonka — Oc-
maHckass Typuus. B teuenne XVI-XVIII BB. Mex1y 3TUMHU ABYMs
rocy/apcTBaMy BEJIHMCHh HENPEpBIBHBIE BOWHBI, KOTOPBIE IMpeECieno-
BaJdM LIENU paclIMpeHusl cBoero BiausHUS Ha bimxaem Boctoke,
OJTHOW W3 OCHOBHBIX 3aJa4 CTaBWJIM 3aBOoeBaHHME | py3un, u B
TE€YEHHE BCEro 3TOT0 BpeMEHHU ['py3us sBIANach apeHO BOEHHBIX
neiicteun. ['py3uHCKHE rocynapcTBa, B CHIIy CBOMX BO3MOXKHOCTEH
oka3piBass  compotuBieHne HWpany u  Typuumm, crapaiuch
WCIIOJIB30BaTh OJHOTO Bpara, MpOTHB aApyroro. Jlujgach KpoBb Ha
I'PY3HHCKOM 3eMJie, IPY3HHbI THOJIM B HEPAaBHBIX 00sIX. Y MEHILAIOCH
HAaCeJICHUE Ha TEPPUTOPHH OCHOBHBIX BOEHHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHWM, B
HU3WHHBIX perruoHax, KyJa ¢ IKHBIX CKJIOHOB KaBka3ckoro xpeOrta
CIyCKaJIUCh TPY3UHCKHE TOpIBl, & HUX TEPPUTOPHUIO IOCTENEHHO
3aHMMalH TpUTECHAEMBbIE C ceBepa Poccuell >KUTENMNM CeBEpHBIX
ckioHoB KaBkasckoro xpebTta. B Kaxern mosBHoch JIe3rMHCKOE, B
[una (Baytpennsiit) Kaptin ocetnHckoe (anaHckoe) U B 3ana HoH
I'py3un, mosBwiInCh npeAcTaBUTENN  UepKeccKo-aabIreicKoro
HaceJIeHUs IPOKUBAIOIIUX Ha cpeaHeM TeueHui p. Kybans, rae onn
3aCBUJCTEIBCTBOBAHbl Ha MHOCTpaHHbIX Kaprax XVI, XVII BB. u
nMeHywTed ancya. [locne Toro, kak oHM mocenunuchk B ['pysum,
COOCTBEHHO ee MPOBMHLUHN AOXa3uM, COBPEMEHHBIE UM I'PY3HHBI UX
Ha3pIBaTW  abxa3zamu, abxas-xkureab  AOxm3un.  CorjacHo
IPY3UHCKOM CpPENHEBEKOBOM Tpaauluu Iocenusiuuiics B ['py3uu
WHOCTpPAaHELl B TIEPBOM IMOKOJNEHHMH «XH3aHW», & B TPETbEM
«MKBUIpwU», T.e. HACICIACTBEHHBIM, KOPCHHONW (HO HE aOOpHUTEH)
xutenb. C  3TOrO BpeMEHH Ha 3aHATOW UM TEPPUTOPHH
MIPOUCXOAAT OINpPEAEICHHBIE M3MEHEHUs, cMelleHne HaceneHus. C
3TOT0 € BPEMEHHM HAYMHAETCS OCNa0JIeHUE MO3ULMU XPUCTHAHCTBA
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B AOxa3uu, 4T0 OOYCIIOBJICHO YCHJICHHEM SI3BIYCCKUX OOpSIOB H
BEPOBAHNH, NMPUHECEHHBIX NPHUIIECAININMU C ceBepHoro KaBkasza u
CTpEMJIEHHEM NIPaBUTEILCTBA OCMAHCKON MMIIEPUU pacpOCTPaHUTh
HCJIaM C LEJIbI0 YKPEIUICHUSI CBOUX MO3HIIUN.

B A6xa3un, KyJa XpHUCTHAHCTBO MPOHHUKIIO C TEPBBIX BEKOB
HaIllel 3Pl U TOCYIapCTBEHHON penurueil 0pu10 00bsiBieHO B VI B,
YCTOM XPHCTHAHCTBA MOLIATHYJHNCH, cpepa BIAMAHUS XPUCTHIHCTBA
MOCTETICHHO  COKpamanachk. llocime BeimeneHms AOXa3uu U3
kHspKecTBa Camerpeno u co3gaHust AOXa3cKOro KHSDKECTBA, MEXKIY
HUMHU Havanmach (eomanpHas ycodbmna. K xonmy XVII Beka
KHsDKecTBO  CaMmerpeno  MOTEpsAiIO 4YacThb CBOMX — BIJIAJICHUIA,
TeppuTOpHIo Mexay pekamu Konopu u Hrypu, koTopas u3BecTHa B
WCTOpHHM o1 HazBaHueM CaMyp3akaHo.

I[Tocne XV Beka NOCTENEHHO YYallalOTCS HamaJCHUs
«abxa3oB» T.e. alicya Ha pa3Hble PErMOHBI 3amaigHoil [pys3uu, B
ocHoBHOM Camerpeno. Becbma mpumedaTensHo —cooOlieHHe,
3aCBU/ICTENILCTBOBAHHOE B JOKyMeHTe XV Beka, 4YTO abxasbl
«OTOLUIM OT XPHUCTHAHCTBa». ['py3WHBI MNPEKPACHO 3HAIM, YTO
abxa3bl, KaK U Bce xutenu ['py3uu, u3apesie ObUIM XpHUCTHAHAMHU.
Ho 3Tu oTomeamme oT XpuCTHAHCTBA «abxa3bl» MEPECEIUBLINECS C
ceBepa M OCEBIIME B COOCTBEHHO AOXa3Wu IIEMEHA COBEPIIAIOT
Hama/JeHusl Ha COCelHWEe paloOHbI, UMU TOJB3YIOTCS M abXa3cKue
MTaBapsl B 00ppOe ¢ Camerpeno. B mokymente XV Beka ckas3aHo,
9r0 a0xa3bl OCKBEPHMJIM XPHUCTHAHCTBO, OTKA3alHUCh OT BEpBHIL.
JIOKyMeHTanpHbIE JAaHHBIE SBHO YKa3bIBAIOT, KaK CyXKaroTcd
TpaHUIlbl IOPUCAMKIMM 3aMaJHOTPY3MHCKON €MapXuu B TEUEHHE
XVI-XVII BB. Kak MNOCTENEHHO [JIsi TPY3UH M XPHUCTHAHCTBA
mporanaer 3emis 3a p. DHrypu. Ecmu mo manaeiM XVI-XVII BB.
CeJIEHUS 3a peKoil DHTypH BXOAWIN B mpeaensl Oauiy, To B Hadane
XVIII B. Te e ceneHUs yxe 3aHATH abxa3amu, T.e. arcya.
3acinyXMBaeT BHUMAaHHE, TO 0OCTOATEIIBCTBO, YTO JJIsI HHOCTPAHIIEB,
mpoxuBaromux B 3amagHoi I'pysun, B cepeaumne XVII Beka
buusunTa (IlMynaa) sHaxoautcs B Camerperno, IOpUCAUKINSA TJIaBbl
3aMaJHOrPy3UHCKON LEPKBBI pacnpocTpaHseTcs Ha «OQuIld, 3eMIH
HUMEpETHHIIEB, TypHilieB, a0Xa30B M CBAHOB, €T0 CTOJBHBIH Xpam
(MuTpormonus) HaxoauTcs B buuBnHTa, mobauzoctu ot A6xasuy, T.€.
buuBuHTa eme He crama Tako «AOxa3uei», Kakoi WHOCTPAHIIBI
BOCIIPUHUMAIIN PETHOHBI, 3aHATHIC TIEPECEINBITNMUCS IIIIEMEHAMHU.
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OTpakaTpb  HamaJeHWs  CEBCPOKABKA3LEeB  CTAHOBHJIOCH
TpyJaHEEe, TOJOXKEHHUE OCIOXKHIIOCh M KHI3b (MTaBap) Camerpeno
JleBan II Jaguanu (1611-1657) ykperuisieT cTeHy A OrpakIeHHs
or Hamajzatomux. Cremyer y4ecTb TO  BeCbMa  Ba)KHOE
00CcTOATENBCTBO, 4TO 10 X VII B. a0Xa3bl B COIMATBLHOM OTHOIICHHH,
KyJbType, BEpOHCIOBEIAHWIO HE OTIMYAIUCh OT OCTaJbHBIX
xureneil I'pysun . HOCTpaHBl, CBEEHUST KOTOPBIX BECbMa BaXKHBI
nMeHHO B 3ToM ImiaHe, B XIII-XV Bexkax CyXyMd CUHTAOT
rpy3uHCKuM TopoaoMm. Cyxymckuii emuckon Iluetpo ['epanpan B
nuceMe OT 1330 roma, xutemsmu CyXyMH Has3bIBaeT TPy3UH
(xapTBeNOB) TaK)Ke€ MYCyJIbMaH M €BPEEB, YTO YKa3bIBa€T HAa TO
o0cToATeNnbCTBO, 4TO B 3TO Bpems c¢ Cyxymu BooOmEe HeT
coOCcTBeHHO a0xa30B, HO €CIM OHH TaM W OBUIM, TO MO SI3BIKY,
BEPOHCIIOBEaHNIO, 00pa3y XHM3HM HE OTIMYAIUCh OT OCTAJIBHBIX
Tpy3WH, TIO3TOMY JJsi HWHOCTPaHIEB OHHM OBUIM Tpy3UHAMH
(xaptBenmamu). Ha wranbsuckoit kapre XV B. y ycths p. Komopu
HaHECEH MNYyHKT «moprto Munrpens», Ho K XVII Beky kapTuHa
mensietca. [xoBanu [xynuano nma Jlyka, xotopeii B 1630 romy
HaxoauTcs B 3amagHod ['py3un, omuceiBas ObIT a0xasIes,
YKa3blBa€T, YTO OKM3HEHHBIC HOPMBI a0Xa30B CXOXH C
YEPKECCKHMU... YTO HX A3BIK OTIMYAETCS OT A3bIKA COCEACH, OHU HE
MMEIOT MUCaHHBIX 3aKOHOB, HE NMEIOT IMMCbMEHHOCTH, XOTS 110 Bepe
XpHUCTHaHe, HO 0e3 BCAKUX XPUCTHAHCKUX oObruaeB. JKUBYT B necax,
UMEIOT MAJIOUHCIICHHBIE OTapbl, B OCHOBHOM JOBOJBCTBYIOTCS
IU4pl0, srojamMu. IlmeHnnma y HHX HE BOAWTCSA, COIb HE
ynotpebmsitor. [lo cBenenmsm Apkanmkeno JlamOGepTH, KOTOPBIHA
moutH 20 siet xwun B 3ananHoi ['py3nu, abxa3sl He KUBYT B ropoJiax
n kpenoctsax. JKuUBYyT B jecax, Ha BepIIMHax TIOp... HE Ipyrue
Hamna/jaloT Ha HUX, a OHM CaMH HaIaJaloT JAPYyT Ha JIpyra.

B 40-x romax XVII Beka B I'py3unm Haxomuicsd M3BECTHBIN
Typenkuii reorpad u ucTopuk OBims Yenebw, ommcaHnue KOTOPOTO
YKa3bIBaeT O HAIWYUHM OTIMYHOTO OT COCEAHMX Tpy3uu ObITa |
KyJNbTypbl HaceleHHss B AOxa3uu, rAe K STOMY BPEMEHH YXKe
TOCHOJCTBYET HCJIaM, HO, MO €ro CJlIoBaM, OHH HE 3HAaKOMBI C
KOpPaHOM, 1 BOOOIIIE y HUX HET HUKAKOH peTurum.

[IpuBeneHHble  fJaHHBIE JAalOT OCHOBaHHE  yUYWTHIBATH
BBICKa3aHHOE B TPY3MHCKOH HCTOpHOrpaduu MOJIOXKEHHe 00
U3MEHEHUHU COLIMAIBbHO-KYJIBTYPHO-PEITUTHO3ZHOTO obJsmka
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HacelleHus AOXa3Wd, 9TO MOTJIO OBITh BBI3BAHO YACTUYHON WIH
TIOJTHON CMEHOM 3THUYECKOTO COCTaBa HACEIICHUSL.

OTHU CBENIEHUS HHOCTPAHLIEB OTHOCITCS K IEPECEICHHBIM C
ceBepaa He MECTHOTO HAaCeJIeHHS.'

B wucropudeckmx mpegaHWSAX ~— ambiTOB  HEOJHOKPATHO
MOSIBJIICTCA TeMa 00 WX TMepeceleHuH H3 Janekux crpad. O
MPOXXMBAHUN B TOpaX CBUJETENBCTBYET HAPOJHOE CTUXOTBOPECHHE
00 Awmpre, coriacHO KOTOpoMy OOT BOWHBI a0xa3cKoil MHDOIOTHH
CTOPOKHWJI BEPIIUHEI TOp U K MOOEPEKbIO CITYCKAJICA JHIIb IEThI0
rpabexa. Ckazanme o6 Muanm KyOe, coxpaHuBIIEecs B aIbITCKOM
(ompKIIOpe, paccka3piBaeT 00 aIbITCKOM TPEABOAHTENE, KOTOPBIN
3aBoeBal AOXa3uWio, Te HEOXKHUIAHHO CKOHYAJICS M TOXOPOHCH B
Icxy. Crnenyer y4ecTh W TO OOCTOSTENBCTBO, YTO B UX HAPOIHBIX
npefgaHusix He ynoMmsHyTel napu ['pysum HaBun IV, unu napuna
Tamap, uTo yka3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO B 3MOXY UX mapctBoBaHus (XI-XII
BB) OHH HE >KWJIU 371€Ch.

Bo3MoxHO, B 3THUX TpeJaHHusX OTPAKEHBI COOBITHS Pa3HBIX
3MO0X, HO Ha (JOHE BHIMIEH3IOKECHHBIX SBICHUH OHH 3aCITy KHBafOT
BHHMAaHUE.

Yro npoucxoauT?, yem BbI3BaHbl Takue u3MeHeHusa? Kak yxe
CKa3zaHO, Ha 3TOT BOMPOC B TPY3MHCKOH McTOprorpaduu JaH OTBET.
KoHnnenmus He3akaBKAacKoro (T0)KHOKABKA3CKOTO) MPOUCXOMKICHHS
abxa30B, T.e. alcya, He SBISAETCS HJEH Tpy3uHCKHX Y4eHbIX. OO0
sToM mucanu u 1o Hux. Eme B XIX B. 006 3TOM mHcany HEKOTOpHIS
pycckue wuccienoBaTenu, Hamp. JpsakoB-TapacoB: «AOXa3Isl He
BCerjia OOUTaNIM TaM, TIIe TEHeph KUBYT, a MPEIaHUs UX U MHOTHE
WCTOpPUYECKHE JaHHbIE W OOBIYAil YKa3bIBAIOT, YTO OHH TMPHIILIH C
ceBepa W MOTECHWIN KapTBEIbCKHE MIJIEMEeHa, T0Ka HE OCTAHOBUIINCH
y UHrypum».

A0Xa30B B CpeIHEBEKOBOW ['py3un, Kak W B COCEIHHX
cTpaHaX, cuduTand Tpy3uHamu. CoOTTacHO  ATHO-KYJNbTYypHOH
koHuenuuu Jleontu Mposenu, 3amannas ['py3ust Bcereno sSBiIsIach
yaenoM Orpoca. T.e. Bca 3amaaHas [py3uss cyTb Orpucwu.
HezaBucumo ot TOrO, KOTIa co3aaBanack «Ku3Hb napei», aBTopoM

Crnenyer y4yecTb TO OOCTOSITENBCTBO, YTO 3TO 3Mmoxa (eomaiusMa u
MECTHEIE, TPY3HHCKHE IIapCTBa U KHSDKECTBA BEIYT MEXIY co00H OophOy
3a 3eMJUTIO M 1a0bI4y, HO B JAHHOM ClIy4ae 3TO Hac He HHTEepecyeT.
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kotopoit cuurtaercs Jleontu Mposenu, B VIII, X umu XI Beke,
aBTOpY cymiecTBoBaHne AOxa3uu ObLIIO H3BECTHO, HO TIPU OIHUCAHUU
STHO-KYJNBTYPHOH KapThl ['py3uu 0 Heil HEe yMOMHHAET, YTO MOKHO
OOBSCHUTPH CYIIECCTBYIOMIEH TOYKOH 3peHus, AOxasws//IrpucH, T.e.
I'py3us. B XI Beke, korma marpuapx AHTHOXHHM TOCTaBUJI IOJ]
COMHEHHE  3aKOHHOCTb  aBTOKe(aluM TPY3HMHCKOM  LIEPKBH,
BbIAAIOUIMIICS  Ipy3uHCKuM  nmearens ['eopruit  Cesaroropen
(MTanmMuHzaeH) IpH JBOPE BCEMUPHOTO MAaTpHapXxa 3aKOHHOE ITPaBo
nepkeu ['py3un Ha aBTOKe(daanio 0OOCHOBAN MPOMOBEIHUYCCKOM
NesaTenbHOCTRIO B [ py3un AHapes: epBO3BaHHOTO, yKa3aB IPU TOM,
YTO OAWMH U3 IBEHAANATH arocTtonoB, CBUMOH KaHaHWT, MOXOpOHEH
B ['py3un, cobctBeHHO B AOxasuu, B Hukomncum u BOmpoc ObLI
CHST. DTO SIBHO YKa3bIBACT, YTO KaK JIJIS TPY3HH, TaK U BU3AHTHMIICB,
M BOOOIIE TOTJAIIHEH MEXIYHApPOIHON OOIIECTBEHHOCTH AOXaszus
sBisiach dacteio ['py3um, Aoxasus u ['pysus (CakapTBeno) cyTh
WJCHTUYHBIC TIOHSATHSL.

Baxymtu barpatuonu onuceiBas 3anagHyio ['py3uro muiier,
YTO 3Ta CTpaHa CIepBa WMEHOBalach OJTPHCH, 3aTeM AOXa3eTH, a
3areM Mmepern. [Jnst vero 3amagnas ['py3us — Orpucu// Abxazern//
Nmepern, XOTs eMy H3BECTHO CYIIECTBOBaHHE COOCTBEHHO AOXa3uu
1 abxa30B, 3TO OOBSCHAETCS TEM, YTO TEPPUTOPHS COOCTBEHHO
Ab0xasun — uacth ['py3ur u abxa3bl MO HCTOPUH, KYyJIBType —
IPY3UHBL

HewusBectHo B TO BpeMs, KOT1a TPy3UHBI, allCHJIOB U a0a3roB a
3aTeM CpeIHEBEKOBBIX allCya NMEHOBAIM a0Xa3aMH, a MHOCTPAHIIBI
BCEX IEpECENIeHIIEB, IPEACTABUTENEH Pa3HBIX POJCTBEHHBIX 3THOCOB
— aba3r, Kak MMEHOBAIIM OHHM caMU ce0sa? BEpOATHO arcya, Kak U
CEeTO/IHS, BO3MOXXHO Y HHUX OBIJI CBOHM Pa3rOBOPHBIN S3BIK, HO T.K. HE
OBLTO COOCTBEHHOH MMCBMEHHOCTH ATO He 3auKCUpoBaHo. BriepBhie
coo0IIeHNe O CYLIECTBOBAaHUH Pa3rOBOPHOTO s3bIKa a0Xxa30B (arcya)
3acBuzeTenbcTBoBaHO B X VIII B.

B cBs3u ¢ BompocoM s3bika abxa30B (arcya) 3acilyXKHBaeT
BHUMaHHE cooOmenne rpysuHckoro ucropuka XIII B. B cBs3m ¢
POXKICHUEM HacJeIHUKa IpecToia CKa3aHo, 4To Tamap Ha3Baia ero
WMEHeM CBoero oTma ['eoprust W Hapekia ero Takke HMEHEM
«Jlamay, uto B mepeBoie (C ancapckoro) 0003HaYaET «IIPOCBETUTEIH
BCEJICHHOM.

OcHOBaHWEM JJISl TOTO, YTOO 3TOT SI3BIK arcap OTOXIECTBUTH
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C COBPEMEHHBIM SI3BIKOM arcya (abxa3oB), HapsAny ¢ HOHETHICCKOU
ONM30CTBIO «arcap» - «arcya» CIy>XUT U TO 0OCTOSTENBCTBO, YTO B
COBpPEMEHHOM aricya (abxa3ckoM) si3bike «Jlama» «Anamay - 3HaYuT
«cBet». Ho B pmaHHOM ciiyuae He0OXOAMMO y4YecTb OJHO
00CTOATENbCTBO. B JIpeBHEMIEM, JOIIEAIIeM JO0 Hac CBOJE
«Kaptmc uxospeba» (T.H. pykomnuch napuisl Mapuam, XVII B.),
OIIPENIETICHNS «HA S3BIKE aricapoB» HET. Takoro omnpeneiacHus HET U
B CIIMCKaX, KOTOpBIE MMPUHAUIEKAT K TPYIIIIE CBOJA Hapuiel Mapuam
(cimcku  T.H.  Muxerckuii  Mauabenu).  BwimeynomsHyToe
onpexneneHue nmeetcs B crimckax XVIII B. B coobmenne Baxymru
barpatnoHn o pokIeHWM HacleJHHKa Hapuisl Tamap CKa3aHo, 4TO
MaTh Ha3Bana ero I'eopru u Hapekna ero Takxe uMeHem Jlama u
TaM-Xe B CKOOKax (4ro 0003HaYaeT MPOBCETHUTEND) - SA3BIK arcapoB
He yrnomuHaercs. Coobmenne BaxymTu ocHoBaHo Ha Tekcte XIII
BeKka. «f3bIk amcapoB» mosigeTcs B XVIII Beke, HO HEU3BECTHO,
KTO Takue 3TH «amncapbl». He uckiroueHa BO3MOXKHOCTb, UYTO LIapHUIla
Tamap MMEHHO MO3TOMY HapeKia CBOErO ChIHA BTOPHIM HMEHEM
«Jlamay», uTo 0oHO 0003Ha4anoO «mpocBeTHTENb». Clenyer y4ecTb U
TO 00CTOATENBLCTBO, 4YTO COOCTBEHHOE UM Jlama
3aCBU/ICTENILCTBOBAHO B IPY3MHCKOM SI3BIKE B HaATPOOHOM HaAMMCH
VIII B.

JeiicTBUTENBHO B A3bIKE COBPEMEHHBIX arcya (aba3roB) «Au-
Ama» cootBercTByeT «Jlama», smoxu mapumsl Tamap, HO 3ToO,
KOHEYHO, HE SIBJISICTCS OCHOBAaHHEM JJIsI 3asBJICHUS YTO, abXa3bl (He
I'PY3HUHBI) TOTO BPEMEHH UIPajd 0COOYI0 poib B I'py3uu u napuna B
3HaK YBaXXCHMsI Ha3BaJa ChlHA O3THM HMMEHEM, KaK JKelaroT
OOBACHHUTH ITOT (PakT HeKoTopble uctopuku. A6xasbl XII Beka He
OBLTM HUKAaKWMH alicapaM¥, OHH OBLIN TPY3WHAMHU M UX S3BIK OBLI
rpy3uHCKu. B aTOoM miaHe ciiymer oOpaTuTbes K HaamucsaMm. B
cooctBenno Aoxazum XI-XIV BB (Mcurxya, Xyanu, AHYXBa,
JIBIXHU) 3aCBUAETENILCTBOBAHBI TOJBKO TIPY3HMHCKHE HAIIKCH, YTO
SIBIIIETCSI CBHUJIETEIbCTBOM TOTO, YTO 37IECh MPOXKHUBAIOT KapTBENHI.
Xorts ¢ XVI-XVII BB. 31€ch NOABISAETCA U HETPY3UHCKOE HACEJICHHUE,
YTO NPOSIBUWIOCH B YHCIEHHOM COKpAIIEHWHU TPY3MHCKHUX HaaIucel,
HO 37IECh HE TOSIBJIIIOTCS] HAAIIMCH BBIIIOJHEHHBIE HA KAKOM HUOYZIb
JpyToM, T.€. S3bIKE arcya.

Jo XIX Beka, f3bIK arcya MOT OBITH JIMIIb Pa3rOBOPHBIM U
Tak Tpojospkanochk no XIX Beka, Korja NMpaBUTEIBCTBO IAPCKOU
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Poccun Hawamo HacTymiieHHe Ha TPy3MHCKHN s3bIK. CTapash HECTH
pasmop cpemu  HaceneHuss ['py3um, AOxazus  okazaiach
CpaBHHUTENbHO OJarogaTHOW MOYBOW Uit OTOH LENH, U TOX
MPEIIOTOM 3aIlUTHl ¥ MOKPaBUTENbCTBA 3THUYECKOTO MEHBIINCTBA
U ero KyJabTyphl B cepenuHe XIX B. OBLIM MPEANPUHSATHI MOIBITKH
CO3JaHMs TMCBMEHHOCTH 711 a0Xa30B, T.€. ancya. Briepsrle andasur
JUTA s13bIKa arcya ObUT co37aH n3BecTHhIM yueHbM [1.K. Ycmapowm, Ha
0a3e pycckoit rpaduku. CiaemxyeT OTMETHUTh, YTO HMEHHO B padoTe
VYcmapa cka3aHo, YTO amncya-abxaspl. 3aTeM ObUIM  IOIBITKU
YCOBEpIICHCTBOBaHMUS 3TOTO andasuta. Harp. H. S Mapp cosnman
HOBBIM abxa3ckuii aidaBUT B OCHOBHOM Ha 0a3e JATHHCKOM
rpa¢puku. B 1892 r. memaror K MauaBapuanu u ero yd4eHuk (B
JanbHENIIeM OCHOBOMIOJOXKHUK M KIACCHUK a0Xa3CKOW JHMTEpaTyphl)
. T'ynmust monsITanuch yayqmuTh 3ToT andasut. B 1938 r. J[. ['ynus
mpu moMoInu rpy3uHckux ydeHelx A. lllanmmze n C. xanammus
cozman 0Ooiee yCOBEpIICHCTBOBAaHHBIM andaBUT Ha OCHOBE
Tpy3uHCKOW Tpaduku, a B 1954 romy ObUT co3maH  HEIHE
NEHCTBYIONTNI, HOBBIA andaBUT IS arcya, BHOBh Ha OCHOBE
pycckoii rpaduku. Kuura Ha s3pike ancya, COOpHHK cTuxoB /.
I'ynust, 6pu1a n3nana B Tudummce B 1912 roxmy.

IIpaBuTenscTBO 1apckoit Poccuu, mnociie  ymnpa3gHeHUs
napckoii Bmactd B ['pysum (1801) m aBTokedanuu rpy3wHCKOM
uepkeu  (1811-14) Havamo TepeBOAMTH  OOTOCIYKEHHE C
TPY3WHCKOTO Ha CIABIHCKHHA, YTO TakKe TIPECIeOBalo IEeNH
pycudukanum kpasg. B cBoMX menmsx cTapanoch HCHOIB30BaTh
MPaBUTENBCTBO Lapckoi Poccuii u Tparmueckue cOOBITHS B HICTOPHH
AOxa3uu, CBSI3aHHBIE C MyXaPKUPCTBOM. DaKTHUECKH MPOBOIUPYS
repecelienne MycyiabMan ¢ 3amanuoil ['pysum B Typuwmro, a 3atem
co3/aBasl MPEMATCTBUS TOW YacTH MYyXaJDKHpPOB, KOTOpas jkeJaya
BEPHYTHCS HA POAMHY, IPAaBUTENBCTBO B TO JK€ BpPEMs HE pa3peraso
rocenarcs B AOXa3uu Tpy3uHAM B CTIOCOOCTBOBAIIO 3aCEIICHUIO Kpast
apMsHaMH, pyCcCKUMHU u MpeICTaBUTEISIMH IpyTUX
HaIlMOHAJILHOCTEH.

IIpecca TOro BpeMeHH TPEKPaCHO WILTIOCTPUPYET, Kak
Tpy3WHCKas MHTEIUMTeHnus Bo rnaBe ¢ M. UaBuaBangse crapamach
MpENATCTBOBaTh  BBICEJCHHIO MycyabMaH B Typuumio. Otn
00CTOATENBCTBA TOKHBIM 00pa30M OCBEIICHBI B KHUTE M3BECTHOTO
abxazckoro wucrtopmka [. J[3um3apus TMOCBAIEHHON TIPOIECCY
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MYXaJUKHPCTBA.

CrouT BCIOMHHUTP M O TOM, 4YTO IPAaBHUTEIHCTBO
Hemoxkpatnueckoit Pecnybmmku I'pysum B 1920 r. uepe3 cBoero
HPEICTAaBUTEIs] BHOCUT BOIPOC MYyXaJKMPCTBA HA PACCMOTPEHHE
3acenanus CoBeta AmnTanTel. Ilpomecc 3acenmenust AbGxazuu
PYCCKMMH W apMsiHaMHM aKTMBHO mpopjospkaics u B CoBeTckuil
nepuof. O 4eM KpacCHOPEUHBO CBHICTEIBCTBYIOT JaHHBIE IIEpenucei
HaceJeHus. YKa3aHHas MOJUTUKA COBETCKOIO IPaBUTEIbCTBA Obla
SIBHO HalpaBJIeHa IPOTHB a0OPUTEHHOTO IPYy3WHCKOTO HACEIEHUS.

[Ipomtecc orropxenus A6xasum ot ['py3mn, HavaBiiencs
cozgaHreM AOXa3CKOro I03JHECPEIHEBEKOBOTO KHSDKECTBA BIIEUET
3a coboil nanpHelinee H3MEHEHNE 3HAYCHHUSI TEPMUHOB «AOXa3us» u
«abasr». Kak OBIO OTMEYEHO, C 3TOr0 BpPEMEHH HAYMHACTCS
CYXKCHUE 3HAUCHHMsA O5THUX TEPMHHOB K cOOCTBEHHO AOXa3cKoMy
(amcya) KHAKECTBY.

Ilocne  ympa3gHeHus  TpPY3MHCKOW  TOCYIapCTBEHHOCTH
NPaBUTENBCTBO Lapckoi Poccum, crapanock HMCKOPEHUTH CaMo
Ha3BaHHE «AOXa3us», KOTOpas B CUCTEME PYCCKOM aAMUHHUCTpPALIUH
nMeHoBanach: «CyXyMcKHil BOeHHBI oTaem», a ¢ 1883 1 —
«CyXyMCKHH ~ OKpYr», KOTOpPBHIH OBII MONYMHEH TeHepaj-
ryoepraropy Kyramcu. HecMmoTpst Ha cTpemieHMH NpaBUTENILCTBA
Poccun, B rpy3WHCKOM SI3BIKE COXpPaHHUIIOCh Ha3BaHUE «AOXa3us», u
B 1918 roxay, xorma Obita cozmana Jlemokpartudeckas PecmyOimka
I'py3us1, oHa BomIIa B €e COCTaB Ha IpaBax aBTOHOMHH, YTO OBLIO
MIPU3HAHO TMPABUTEIHCTBOM COBETCKOW (OommeBuKCcKoi) Poccuu 1o
noroBopy 7 mas 1920 roxa.

B rompl cymectBoBanms Jlemokparnyeckoir PecmyOmuku
I'py3uss nmpaBuTeNnbCTBO CcOBeTCkOoM Poccuu mnpu  moanepikke
TPY3MHCKUX OOJIBIIEBUKOB CTAPaJIOCh OCIa0UTh ee. AKTUBHEE BCETO
Bparu JleMokpatuueckoil I'py3uum neHCTBOBaIM B OKPAMHHBIX
peruoHax. Pe3ynpraTomM AEWCTBUS 3TUX CHJI ObUIM BBICTYIJICHUS B
A0Oxa3uu, BbIBUTAJIMCh TpeOoBanus BhiAencHus u3 [pysun. Ilocne
anHekcun ['pysum coserckoit Poccuelr B ¢eBpane 1921 roma u
YCTaHOBJICHHUS 37I€Ch COBETCKOHN BIIACTH MIPOLIECCHl UMEBIIIE MECTO B
AOxa3um  OCBelleHbl B  BBICTYIUIGHHSAX JHAepa  a0Xa3CKux
6ommuesuxos H.A Jlako6a.

B mapre 1921 roga, Peskom uzgan Jexmapanuro o6 Abxaszuu,
u 29 mapTa Ha COBELIAHWU PYKOBOISIIMX PAOOTHUKOB 3aKaBKa3bs,
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OBIJIO TIPUHATO pemieHne o co3manne AoOxasckoit (Amcya) CCP.
3acinyKuBaeT 0COOOTr0 BHUMAHHUS TO OOCTOSTEILCTBO, YTO JIUACPHI
abxasckux OompiieBukoB Jlakoba, Omiba, B  TpeOOBaHMSIX
CaMOCTOSATEIHLHOCTH OT UMEHU AOXa3MH COBEPIIICHHO HTHOPHUPOBAIIN
WHTEepechl abOpUTeHOB, TIpy3uH AOXa3uM, KOTOPBIH COCTaBIISI
OOJIBIIMHCTBO €€ HACEICHHS.

B cosemanun, Ha koTopoMm Jlakoba m Omba mocTaBwiu
BOIIpoc 0 He3aBucuMocTu Abxasnu (29 mapta 1921 r.) mpuHUMAaTH
yuactue C.Opmxonmkuaze, C.Kasrapamze, M.Topomenumase,
lI.OnmnaBa. «Bompoc o HezaBucuMocTHn AOxa3uum — 3asBiseT
H.JIako0a, - Bo3uukaer B 1921 r. u ceiyac e MOCJIE COBETHU3ALMH
BBIJIBUTACTCSI MHOIO U T. Dmiba. B baryme mbr, 1. Cepro u Dnuasa,
JIOKa3bIBaJM, YTO TakKas HE3aBHUCUMOCTh celdyac B HHTepecax
co3manua HemomaenbHOil  CoBeTCcKOWl BiactTh B AOXxasuu
HE0OXoAMMa KaK BBIBECKA. OJTH TOBAPUINU OTBETHIIM, YTO €CJIH
HE3aBHCUMOCTh HYy)XHa B AOXa3uu B HMHTEpecax CO3JaHUS TaM
nmomnHHON COBETCKOHM BIIacTH, TO OepuTe ee He TONBKO Kak
BBIBECKY, HO M KaK TOIJTHHHYIO HE3aBUCHMOCTEY.

Kak siBcTByeT nmpuBeeHHBIN MaTepuai, TpeOOBaHUE CO3/IaHUsI
HE3aBHCUMOH  AOXa3ud  CUMTAJIOCh JIUIIbL  «BBIBECKOW» U
paccMaTpUBAIOCh KaK BPEMEHHOE SIBIICHHE.

Crnenyer OTMETHTh, HYTO TPY3UHCKHE OOJIBIICBUKU HE
CIy4allHO TIUTM HA YCTYIKY XOTS IMEPErOBOPBI BEIUCH YK€ TOCIE
yctaHoBieHuss COBETCKOH BIACTH, HO OHHM BEIUCh B YCIOBHUSAX
OOprOBI 3a YIPOYEHHWE M COXPAHECHHS BIIACTH, W TPY3UHCKHE
OOJBIICBUKY HYXJAIMCh B MOIJCPKKE CBOMX abXxa3ckux (amcya)
KOJUIET, TIPH STOM UM HaJio OBLTO OTOIAroAapuTh WX 3a MOIEPKKY B
O0oprOe mpoTuB Jlemokparudeckoit ['py3un. JIuaepoB Tpy3HMHCKHX
OOJBIICBUKOB ~HE  HHTEPECOBAIIO M HE  OECHMOKOWIO  TO
00CTOSATENBCTBO, YTO 3TOW YCTYNKOW OHU TOCSTANU HA CIUHCTBO
['py3un, ee WCTOPHUYECKUX TPAHWIl, I 3alIUTHl  KOTOPHIX
rpy3uHCKUi Hapon Ooposics Bekamu. OHU HE HMHTEPECOBAIUCH, HE
CUHUTAINCh C 3aKOHHBIMH MpaBaMH TPy3UH, OCOOEHHO TOW €€ YacTH,
KOTOpasi B TEYCHHE BEKOB XHJIa HA COOCTBEHHOH 3eMie B AOXa3nuu B
CBOEM TOCyJapCTBe, a Teleph JOJKHA Oblla JKUTh B IPYrOM
rocyJapcTBe, W OTO JAENajoch B TOJB3Y HETPY3MHCKOH dYacTH
HacelleHus, B TOJb3y arcya. OHM TPHHUMANIH 3TU DPEUICHHS H
co3JaBali HOBOE TOCYHapCTBO B TEX TpaHUIAX, KOTOPHIC
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COCTOBJISUIM HEOTJIETMMYI0 4YacTh HCTOpuueckod I['pysum, ¢ ee
OOOpHUIeHHBIM IOCeNeHueM. ENWHCTBEHHOE, YTO WHTEPECOBalo
IPY3UHCKUX OOJBIIIEBUKOB, 3TO COXPAHCHHE BIIACTH.

To, uto A6xasckas CCP Obuta co3mana HCKYCCTBEHHO OBICTPO
nano o cede 3HaTh. Ee 000C00JIEHHOE CYIIIECTBOBAHUE HE OTBEYAJIO
€ COOCTBEHHBIM 3KOHOMHYECKUM, COIHAIBLHO-TTOJUTHUCCKUM
WHTEPECOM M BCKOpPE 10 HWHHUIIMATHBE TEX K€ a0Xa3CKUX JHICPOB
OHa ObLTa JTMKBUANPOBAHA.

Crnenyer yuecTh, uto B 20-X rojgax ObUIM CO3JaHBI U APYTHE
«He3aBucuMble  PecryOnmkm» (CraBpomnonbckas, Ky6ann,
[IpuyepHomMopckass M Jp), KOTOPBIE BCKOpPE CTalHM OO0IaCTSIMH
Poccuiickoit ®@enepanuu. [logoOHBIE sBIECHS HMEIH MECTO U B
3akaBKasbe.

Korma wmpl yka3piBaeM Ha TMpeoOiiafaHue TPY3HUHCKOTO
Hacenenuss B Ab6xaszckoit ACCP, Heo0X0JIMMO OTMETHTh, YTO 3TO
3aKOHOMEpHOe siBIeHHe, T.K. Bca Tepputopuss ACCP  Owia
HETOCPEICTBEHHON COCTaBHOW YacCThIO TPY3MHCKOTO TOCYapCTBa, C
JIpEBHEUINIETO BPEMEHM 3/IeCh MPOXKWUBAI M TPY3UHCKUM 3THOC-
abxaspl. Ilpum 3TOM 3acmyXMBaeT BHHMMAaHHE  pe3yJIbTaThl
AHTPOTIONIOTHYECKUX  HCCIIEIOBAaHWH, yKa3blBAIOIIMKA HA  TO
00CTOATENBCTBO, YTO OJTHUYECKAs TNPUHAIJICKHOCTD IPEBHEUIIHX
IUIEMEH pPAacCeIeHHBIX Ha TeppuTtopun AOxasuu Obla Ipy3WHCKOM,
HO B TO K€ CaMO€ BPEMs, IPOTHBOIIOCTABISIOTCS CEBEPOKABKA3CKUM
aJIBITEHCKAM TPYTIIIaM».

CuntaeM  HyXHBIM  OTMETHTh, H3y4YeHHE  BOIIpOca
3aTPyIHACTCS TeM OOCTOSTEILCTBOM, YTO a0Xa30M MMEHYIOTCS Kak
MMOTOMKHU JIPEBHUX a0xa30B, TPY3WH, TaK W MO3THHUE IEPECEICHIIb.
3arpynHSET W3Y4YeHHE BOIPOCAa M TO, YTO B CHJIY ONpPEAETICHHBIX
00CTOATENBbCTB, HEKOTOpPhlE TPY3UHBI (B OCHOBHOM METPEIbI),
MEPEeXOIWIIA Ha KHUTEIHCTBO COOCTBEHHO B AOxa3uio (4acTh HUX
abxa3bl 3aXBaTHIBAJIM B IJIEH M MPEBPAIAIHA B CBOUX KPETIOCTHBIX) U
€CJIM HC CaMHU OHH, TO HX IIOTOMKH, B O(i)I/IIII/IaJ'II)HLIX JOKYMCHTax
MMEHOBAJIUCh U UMEHYIOTCS «abxazamm» (T.e. arncya).

Kak wu3BecTHO, Ha OONBIIONW TEPPUTOPHUH HCTOPUIECKON
I'py3un, B OCHOBHOM B 3amajgHoi, a Takke W BocCTOYHOM,
3aCBUACTCILCTBOBAHBI CBAHCKHUE M METPCILCKHUE TOIMOHHUMBI, YTO
MOXKET SBIIIETCS OCHOBaHWUEM JUIA TIPEANONOKEHUS, YTO JITH
TOMOHUMEI (WX OOJIbIIas YacTh) — HE COOCTBEHHO CBAHCKHE WU
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METPEIIbCKHE, a IPUHAATIEKAT K OOLIEKapTBEIBKOMY SI3bIKY OCHOBE.
YacTh U3 HUX COXpaHMIIACh, B CBAHCKOM, YacTh B METPEJICKOM U He
BOIIUIA B TPY3UHCKHI JUTEPATYPHBIH s3bIK. [laHHOE 00CTOSTENHCTBO,
CO CBOCH CTOPOHBI, MOXET SBIATCS OJHUM U3 IOATBEPKACHBIN
HaIW4YUsl KapTBEJIBCKOTO (TPY3MHCKOTO) 3THOCA Ha TEPPUTOPHH
HUCTOpUYECKOM I'py3uu ¢ IpeBHENIIETO BPEMEHH.

[locnme  ycranoBmenuss  CoBerckodi  Bmactm  AOxasus
nMeHoBanach AOxasckas PecmyOnuka, crepBa «conuanucTHyecKas
HE3aBHCHMAsA» 3aTeM aCCOLMPOBAHHAsA, HA JOTOBOPHBIX HAUAIAX C
I'py3unckoii CCP, a 3atem, ¢ 1931 r. AptoHomHas B coctaBe ['CCP.
I'py3uHsl, Kak U Apyrue Hapoxabl abxa3aMM Ha3bIBAIOT T€X, KOTOphIE
camu ce0sl IMCHYIOT arcya.

Te, kTo ceromHs ce0s UMEHYET alcya, UMEIOT IIOJHOE IIPaBoO
XKUTh Ha JTOH 3eMile W pa3BUBaThb CBOIO KyJIbTypy. [py3uHBI
ABNSIOTCA  abopureHaMu. ATiCya W OTHAENbHBIC TPEICTaBUTEIH,
KOTOpPbIC MOIJIM MPOXKUBATh 3IECh C PAa3HBIX BPEMEH — KOMIIAKTHO
npoxkuBaroT ¢ XVI XVII BB. C XIX-XX BB. HAUMHACTCS IMPOIIECC
OTUYXICHHS U 00pa30BaHUs HETPY3MHCKOI'O CAMOCO3HAHHMs arfcya,
0COOEHHO HMHTEHCHUBHO 3TOT Mpolecc MpoTekaeT B XX BeKe, B
coBeTckoe BpeMs. OHM JKUBYT Ha I'PY3HHCKOH 3eMile, HO HE UMEIOT
npaBa TpeboBaTh OTAENEHUS ee oT [ py3un.

[IpumedaTensHO 4YTO camMu OHH ceOs Ha CBOEM SI3BIKE
HMEHYIOT «alcya», CBO€ TaK Ha3bIBAEMOE IOCyIapCTBO «ATICHBI»,
HO KOTJIa TOBOPST WJIM MUIIYT HAa PYCCKOM, U KAKOM HUOYAb IPyTOM
a3bIKe ceOsl Ha3bIBalOT «abxa3om», abxa3 u AOXa3us ¢ rpy3uHCKOTO,
MOCPEICTBOM PYCCKOT'O OBII MPUHAT IPYTUMH HApOAAMH.

CunraeM jKelaTesJbHBIM OTMETHTh, YTO B HCTOpHM 1'pys3um,
MOYTH HEW3BECTHBI (aKThl TPOTUBOCTOSIHUS Ha AITHUYECKOU
MpuyYuHe, MeXIy arcya (abxa3amu) U KapTBenamu (Tpy3uHamu). B
CPEAHEBEKOBbE HMEIM MECTO OOBIKHOBEHHBIE  ()eonanbHbIE
MPOTUBOCTOSIHMS, HO  OBITM  1OOpPOCOCENCKHE  OTHOILIEHHUS,
cMmenianHbele Opakd... u Ap. CoBeTckas BIacTb MMelNa 34eCh CBOMX
CTOPOHHHUKOB u arcHTOB, KOTOpBIE o MOPYYCHUIO

I Kak mocrosepHo ussectHo B CCCP, HecmoTps Ha ee «KOHCTUTYLIHIO»

HUKaKOe HE3aBHCHMOE TOCYIapCcTBO, MMEeHyeMoe « COBETCKON COLMATHCTH-
YeCcKO» He CYIIECTBOBANO, UX T.H. «He3aBHCUMOCTE» SBISIIACh (HUKIINECH.
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COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX OPTraHOB, CTapaJIUCh Pa3KEUb BPAKIY MEXKIY
Tpa3vHaMU U arcya U ¢ 3TOU LEeJbI0 MpuOeragu K pasHbIM METOaM.
CemnapaTUCTCKUII HACTPOEHHBIE CHJIBI BBICKA3ajM INPOTECT NMPOTUB
MOCTAHOBJICHUS] COBETCKOTO MpaBuTeNnbcTBa 1938 roga o mepeBojie
MUCBMEHHOCTH arcya (a0xa3oB) ¢ JaTWHCKUNH rpaduku Ha
TPY3MHCKYI0 W 3asBWIM (M ceiyac 3aBiAIOT), 4YTO 3TO OBLIO
HampaBJICHO NPOTHB HMX HAIMOHAJIBHBIX HHTEpecoB. Bo mepBbIX
HETIOHATHO, MOYeMy JIATWHCKas Tpaduka Obmia st amcya Oosee
HAI[MOHANBbHOM, YeM Tpy3WHCKas, HO OCTaBUM 3TO B CTOpPOHE H
OTMETHM, YTO 3TO IIOCTaHOBJICHUE HE OBLJIO MPHUHATO TI'PY3UHCKHUMU
BIACTSMM, OTO OBIIO IOCTaHOBIEeHHE THpuHATOe COBETCKUM
MPaBUTEIBCTBOM [JIsi BCETO TOCYIapCTBa, B CBA3M C IEPEBOJOM
rpadyKy MMCbMEHHOCTH aBTOHOMHBIX HAIlMM Ha rpaduKy COIO3HBIX
pecnyOnmk (Mm Ha pycckyro). Ha aTo umeercs cBoe 0ObsICHEHHE, HO
3TOT (aKT ONpEAETICHHBIMU  CEMapaTUCTCKA  HACTPOSHHBIMH
KpyramMu, OBUI W HBIHE HCIONB3YeTCS Uil Pa3KUTaHHS
MPOTUBOCTOSIHUSL MEXAYy arncya u rpy3uHamu. Cospanack CIOXHas
CUTYyallMs B CBSI3U € IIOCTaHOBJIeHHEM COBETCKOIO IpaBUTENbTCBA 24
sHBaps 1938 roga, kotopas TpeboBajia B HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX MIKOJIAX
Coserckux Pecny6nuk mepeBoma oOydeHus Ha s3bIK PecryOnukun
WUJTA PYCCKUM.

B A6xa3ckux mrkomax oOyueHue Ha abxa3cKoM (arcya) si3bIKe
Besnock Toinbko B I-IV kmaccax, a B V-X kiaccax Ha PycCKOM,
TPY3UHCKUH M3ydalcsi KakK OTAeNbHbIl mnpeamer. B I'py3un
IPEKPaCHO IOHMMAIM, YTO LEJIbI0 3TOr0 IOCTaHOBJICHHS OBLIO
o0y4eHHne BCeleno NepeBecTH Ha PYCCKUH SA3bIK U 0OpyCeHHe arcya.
[Ipu 3TOM XOpOIIO MOHKMMANM, YTO MOIJIO BBI3BATH OIPEICICHHOE
OCITO)KHEHHE U 311ech 3Ta «Pedopmay OblIa mpoBeneHa Jmmib B 1945
roay mo TpeboBanuio BeicIUX COBETCKHX OpraHoB. [IpaBUTENBCTBO
I'py3un BoCmoab0BaNIOCh TEM 00CTOATENBECTBOM, YTO MOCTAHOBIICHHE
paspemano B ABTOHOMHbIX PecnyOiukax BecTd o0y4yeHHE Ha S3bIKE
PeciyOnuku u ObU10 mpuHATO perieHue ¢ 1945-46 ydyeGHOTrO rona
nepeBecTd OO0y4YeHHME Ha TPY3MHCKHH S3BIK W 00s3aTelIbHOM
0o0yueHHH sI3bIKa arcya. JTO MOCTOHOBJEHHE OBUIO HAIPaBICHO
IPOTUB OOpYCEeHHus arcya, HO OIITh MNPOSBWIICSA IPOTECT, OJHA
rpymmna abxasckod wuHTelmrenuun (K.Ilakpeur, I'.JI3unzapus,
b.lllunaky6a) B deBpase 1947 T. B 3HAK IpoTecTa Mociana MICEMO B
Hentpanprbiiit Komurer Kommaptun CCCP, k005l 0 IPUTECHCHUH
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HallMOHAJIBHBIX HWHTEPECOB amcya (adXa30B) MPaBUTEIHCTBOM
I'py3un, u mpuka3zoM u3 MOCKBBI OBUIO BOCCTAaHOBJIICHO paHEe
cyliecTBytoliee nojoxenue. Co3naaock BIeYaTIeHUE, YTO TPy3UHBI
MIPUTECHSIOT a0xa30B (amcya), a BBICIIAsS BIACTh 3AIIHIIAET WX
mpaBa. llenb-ycuneHne cemapaTHCTCKOTO [BIKEHHS, U CO3JaHHE
OCHOBBI ISl TpeOOBaHHS O BblIeneHHMH U3 [py3un W BCTYIJICHS B
coctaB Poccun. Takue BBICTYIUIEHMS HMMENIH MECTO U BO BpeMs
BOCCTaHOBJICHUS IPY3UHCKUX TOIOHMMOB 3aMEHEHHBIX TYPELIKUMH U
PYCCKHMU.

[IpaButensctBo CoBerckoro Coro3a, C ILEIbI0 OPOOICHUS
I'py3un, pamxuranusi NpOTHUBOCTOSIHUSA MEXAY I'Py3MHAMHU M arcya
mpuberano M K ApyruM MepaMm. HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO amcya B
ABTOHOMHOW PecmyOnuke SBISIOCH DIUTApHON Hamued, WX
MPeTeH3usAM He ObUIO Iperena.

B MockBe Ha WMS BBICIIMX YHHOB IIOCHINANIHNCH MHCHMa
npoTUB pykKoBoautTened ['pysuHckod PecmyOnwku, rpy3wHCKOTO
Hapoza ¢ pock00ii o Beigenenun Adxasun u3 'CCP u Bkitouennn B
coctaB PCOCP. Cpemu 3TuX BBICTYIUICHHM OJHUM W3 CaMbIX
TSKENIBIM IO CBOMM IMOCJIEACTBUSAMHU OBUI CXOJ B CceleHUM JIBIXHBI
rynayrckoro paiiona 18 wmapra 1989 roma. MHorotsicauHoe
coOpaHue arcya, KOTOpoe NPUHAIO «JIBIXHEHCKYIO JEeKJIapalfio) - C
TpeOoBaHHEM O BBIJIENeHUHM AOXasuum u3 ['py3un M BXOXAEHHE B
Coserckuii Coro3 Ha mpaBax Coro3zHo# PecryOnmku.

Korma rpysuHam cTano U3BECTHO O CYIIECTBYIOIIMX B
«exnapamumn» Qaxrax, UCKaKEHUS UCTOpUH ['py3uu, maio moBOX
TpyImIe UCTOPUKOB CO3/1aTh KOJUIEKTUBHBIA Tpya: “Ouepku UCTOPHUH
Ab6xazuu / ['py3us”, omyonukoBaHHbIH B 1999 r. Cunraro, oTBET naH
Ha PsIIl BOIPOCOB, XOTS AJs a0Xa3CKUX CENapaTUCTOB, 3TO HE UMEET
HUKAaKOTO 3HAYEHHUS, TakXKe KaKk He HMMeeT /I HHUX HHKaKoro
3HaYeHMsI KOJUIEKTUBHBIM TpyZ Jpyroil TpYIIBl CHEHATUCTOB
«Ouepku ucropun ['py3um - Ab6xazus» Beimeammii B 2007 Toxy Ha
rpy3uHckoM u B 2009 romy Ha pycckoM s3bIKe (C HEKOTOPBIMHU
no0aBneHusAMHU) 00 uctopun AbOxa3um OpeBHeHero BpeMeHu. Jns
HUX HHYETO HE HMEET 3HAueHHe, KPOME CBOET0 HE3aKOHHOTO
TpeboBaHus. Hukakoro 3HaueHUs: HE MMEIOT M PaHee BBILICIIINE
TPYIBL

XoTs B 3THX TpyJdax MMEIOTCS Pa3HOINIACHUS 10 HEKOTOPBIM
BOIIpocaM HCTOpuH AOxa3uu, HO yTo AOXa3us HeOTheMIIeMas JacTh
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I'py3un, dro abxa3 rpy3uH, 4YTO HMKOIJa HE CYIIECTBOBAJO
HE3aBHUCUMOE TOCyIapcTBO abxa3oB, T.e. amcya, wim A0xaszo-
TPy3UHCKOE rOCy1apcTBO, MHEHUE OHO.

Uro ancya mnepeceneHubl ¢ CeBepa HOATBEPXKIAETCS U HX
SI3BIKOM, KOTOPBI BXOAWT B TPYMIY CEBEPOKaBKAa3CKOIO, dep-
KECCKO-aJIBITCKOTO SI3bIKOB, SI3bIK-)K€, COBMECTHO C HallMOHAJIBHBIM
CaMOCO3HaHHMEM, OIMH OCHOBHOM (akTop Ajisl  ONpeleleHUs
3THOCA.

ATicya SBIANUCH ODIUTApPHBIM HApOJOM B ABTOHOMHOMH
peciiyOnuke, rae oHU cocTaBisuin 17 % HaceneHus, a rpy3uHsl 45%.
IlepBbIMu NUIIaMHU, B TAPTUHHBIX U TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX OpPraHU3aLUsIX
MOTJIH OBITh TOJIBKO MPEICTaBUTENH aricya, OHU UMETH COOCTBEHHBIE
KBOTBI BO BCEX BBICIIMX y4eOHBIX 3aBeieHHsIX. B AP Beixogunu B
OOJIBIIIOM KOJIMYECTBE KHUTH, JKyPHAJIbl, ra3eThl Ha S3bIKE arcya,
CYILIECTBOBaJ COOCTBEHHBIM TeaTp, paano, TEJIEBHICHHUE, BBICIIHE
yueOHBIC 3aBelCHHs, CBOM OTHCICHHS TBOPYECKUX COBETOB
nucareneii, paboTHukoB TeaTpa W Op. TBOpPUYECKMX coBeToB. B
BBICIIMX TOCYAapCTBEHHbIX opraHax PecmyOmuxu ['pysus, Bcerna
obutn mpencraBurenn AP. Eciu BooOle MOXXHO TOBOPHTH O
MPUTECHEHUSX TO B AP MCIIBITBIBAIN TPY3UHBI.
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THE ABKHAZIANS AND ABKHAZIA

The purpose of the essay is not to give an exposition of the his-
tory of Abkhazia and Abkhazians. Its task is to shed light on the
meaning of the terms “Abkhazia” and “Abkhazian” in the written
sources of various languages and different times as well as their
modern meaning.

In 1990, my work “The Abkhazians and Abkhazia” was pub-
lished in Georgian, Russian and English languages. Number of other
works, monographies, scientific articles, collections of works dedi-
cated specially to the problems of Abkhazia were published between
1990 and 2010. New materials were introduced to the scientific cir-
cles, a lot of new issues were raised and solved from a different an-
gle. That is why I believe it is desirable to complete and edit my
work, published in 1990.

In this edition, the Georgian work is accompanied by Russian
and English texts, but neither of them is a full translation of the
Georgian, nor they represent a summary of it. These are just short-
ened versions of the Georgian text.

Since because of relevance of the topic the work may be inter-
esting for non-specialists as well, I did not load the text with scientif-
ic content and attached it with a list of literature, directly related to
this issue, that I referred to for this work. Existing literature, related
to the Abkhazian issue is almost fully presented in the work “Biblio-
graphy on Abkhazia” (Th., 2009) of Marine Buleishvili and Rusudan
Murghulia.

Were published collections, specially dedicated to the Abkha-
zian issue: “Research of the Abkhazian History / Georgia”, Tb.,
1999, and “Essays on the Georgian History, Abkhazia”, Tb., 2007.
In 2009 its Russian translation was published — “Assays on the
Georgian History, Abkhazia”, Tb., 2009. I referred to the above
works as to “collections” and I did not separate individual articles
included into them. All the authors, whose works are included into
these collections, have published works on Abkhazia, which fact is
specially mentioned. As it is noted in the Russian translation of the
Georgian collection, published in 2007, the translation is partially
redone in accordance with the interests of Russian-speaking reader
and two chapters have been added to it. The added chapters are in-
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cluded into the bibliography.

1 consciously did my best to refrain from polemics on arguable
issues. I apologize in advance to the authors and readers, if I have
omitted something from the literature directly related to the issue.
Any comments will be accepted with gratitude.

The modern Abkhazia (Apsni) lies in the north-western region
of Georgia — in the historical and modern West Georgia.

There is no consensus in the scholarly literature regarding the
oldest ethnic map of West Georgia, particularly its Black Sea littoral.
However, this refers to such a remote period (6"-5" cc B.C.) about
which there can not be any discussion of concrete ethnos, whereas
from the 2™ millennium B.C., when the picture is relatively clearer,
mainly Kartvelian population is assumed in Western Transcaucasia.

Beginning with the indicated period up to classical times, the
archeological material permits to conclude the existence here of a
common Colchian, i.e. Kartvelian culture. According to specialists,
separate regional-local variants are identifiable within this major cul-
ture, yet Colchian on the whole. In the 2™ and 1 millennium B.C.,
the Kartvelian (properly Svan) ethnic element was widespread in the
mountainous as well as lowland zone of West Georgia, one proof of
this being the derivation of the name Tskhumi (Sukhumi) from the
Kartvelian (Svan) designation of hornbeam, additionally other differ-
ent toponyms, the names and family names, widespread from the
ancient times.

The conclusion is spurted by the evidence of ancient Greek
mythology — the expedition of the Argonauts to Colchis and by the
view — based on linguistic research — of the existence here of the
Kartvelian language by the time of the advent of the Argonauts (2™
millennium BC), i.e. at the time of the earliest contacts between
Greeks and Colchians.

Such a view is fully backed by the evidence of classical writ-
ten sources (Hecateus of Miletus, 6™ ¢ BC, Herodotus, 5" ¢ BC, Scy-
lax of Caryanda, 4™ ¢ B.C., Strabo, 64/63 BC and others) on the basis
of which we find the statement in the specialists’ literature to the ef-
fect that at the period under discussion the Kingdom of Colchis em-
braced entire lowland of West Georgia. The land up to Dioscurias
(Sukhumi) appears to have been populated mainly by Colchians,

95



beyond which the population was relatively more mixed with the
Cercetae, the Coraxae and other tribes being mentioned alongside
Colchians. Some researches consider these tribes of North Caucasus
origin. However, note should be taken of the fact that Hecataeus of
Melitus calls the Coraxae a “Colchian tribe”. Defining the ancient
ethnic map of Georgia, significance attaches also to the fact that Ar-
rian and Claudius Ptolemaeous, authors of the 2" ¢ AD, refer to the
geographical point “Lazica”, close to Nikopsia (modern Tuapse). It
should be borne in mind, that Arrian calls the place “Old Lazica” this
being an authentic proof of the existence here of Colchian-Laz popu-
lation. It is absolutely clear from the evidence of classical sources
that in the 6™-1% cc BC the territory of the modern Abkhazia was
entirely within the kingdom of Colchis. From Apsarus to Dioscurias
(Sukhumi) the territory was inhabited by Colchians proper then be-
gan a relatively mixed region where, alongside Colchians, there lived
other tribes as well (Kartvelian and perhaps non-Kartvelian too). To
the North of the Colchians, the mountains were settled by the Svans
(also West Georgian tribe); the habitat of the latter appears to have
extended to Dioscurias. In this respect, considerable interest attaches
to Strabo’s evidence on the Svans’ overland ship of Dioscurias.

From the 1¥-2" cc AD Apshilai and Abasgoi are mentioned on
the Black Sea littoral of West Georgia. There is a difference of opi-
nion as to the time from when the Abasgoi and the Apshilai, men-
tioned as inhabiting the Black Sea littoral in the 1%-2" cc AD lived
here. In the view of some researches they had inhabited the region
from earliest time, but, since they belonged to the Colchian historical
ethnic and cultural world, they tailed to be selected in early sources.
Other researchers believe that they appeared here with the mass set-
tlement of Adyghe tribes from the Northern Caucasus. There is also a
difference of opinion concerning the ethnic affinity of these Apshilai
and Abasgoi. Some researchers consider them to have been North
Caucasus Adyghe tribes. It has also been suggested that they are the
same Kartvelian tribes as their neighboring Egris (Laz), Svans and
others, while the modern Abkhazians are the Apsua that immigrated
from the Northern Caucasus from the 17" ¢. Some scholars adhere to
the autochthony-cum-migration view, i.e., the tribes under discus-
sions are partly indigenous and partly immigrant.

The Apshilety of Georgian medieval sources corresponds to
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the Apsilia of Greek sources. Georgian written sources mention Ap-
shileti in connection with the expedition of Murvan of Muhammad
against Western Georgia in 730s. Apshileti and its prince Marin are
mentioned by Theophanes the Chronographer in connection with the
developments of the early 8" c. Henceforward there is no reference
to Apshileti in the sources which are accounted for by the fact that a
part of Apshileti ceased to exist as a political entity and becoming
part of Abkhazia it came to be known under the name Abkhazia (Ab-
azgia) and one part of it became a part of Egrisi (Lazika).

This was the first step of broadening of the concept of “Ab-
khaz” and this process occurred gradually.

Following the disintegration of the kingdom of Colchis, sever-
al principalities, politically depended on the Roman Empire, came
into being. Among these Arrian names the principalities of the Ap-
shilai and Abasgoi.

In the 4™ ¢ AD, Western Georgia was united in kingdom of
Egrisi (Lazica). Apshileti proper from the Egritskali (Ghalidzga)
River to the Kodori River was within the kingdom of Egrisi, Apshile-
ti, north of Kodori was united to Abkhazia.

The kingdom of Lazica in Greek written sources (according to
the Georgian sources the Kingdom of Egrisi) was an immediate suc-
cessor of the kingdom of Colchis.

In the 6™ ¢, the kingdom of Egrisi weakened gradually as a re-
sult of Byzantine-Iranian wars. By the end of the 6™ ¢, Abazgia se-
ceded from kingdom of Egrisi and became directly subject to the By-
zantine Empire, the Abazgian prince (archon) becoming the Empe-
ror’s vassal.

From the 780 when two Western Georgian kingdoms, Abkha-
zia and Egrisi united and the resulting state embraced the whole of
Western Georgia, the meaning of term Abkhazia broadened still
more; henceforward it designated the entire Western Georgia (and
written sources) Abkhazians (Abazgians) proper as well as West
Georgian to be called Abkhazians.

When Western Georgia united, Leon, Prince of Abkhazia be-
came the head of the state. The state extended from Nikopsia to the
Chorokhi Gorge, and from the Black Sea to the Likhi Ridge, ac-
knowledging Byzantine sovereignty. Ioane Sabanidze (8" ¢) calls the
head of that state “mtavar” (Prince).
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According to Georgian written sources (other sources do not
exist) Archil, the last male scion of the (royal) house of the “erismta-
vars” of Kartli gave the daughter of his deceased brother Mir, in mar-
riage to Leon, Prince of the Abkhazian, on whom the crown of Egrisi
was conferred. Thus, Leon received Egrisi and royal crown of the
Kingdom of Egrisi through marital links. i.e. by inheritance, which
meant symbolic and actual unification of Egrisi and Abkhazia. This
gives ground for the view according to which the union of Egrisi and
Abkhazia was a dynastic voluntary act.

Later Leon (II), at the end of the 8" ¢, freeing himself from the
vassalage to Byzantine, declared himself king and “held Abkhazia
and Egrisi up to Likhni”.

Abkhazia was Leon’s hereditary land. Egrisi was also inhe-
rited by him through dynastic marriage. And Leon “possessed” these
two countries equally bringing them under his power independently
of the empire and according to a Georgian historian of the XI ¢ (so
named “Matiane Kartlisa”), “assuming the name of king of the Ab-
khazians”. He assumed the latter title, because the dynasty derived
from the Principality of Abkhazia. The ethnic affinity of Leon is un-
known, for there is no indication on this in the written sources. Some
researchers consider them Abkhazians proper (no Georgian), some
believe them to have been Greeks and some Georgians. This views
remain within the hypothetical sphere with an equal right of exis-
tence. However, this is not essential. Important is the fact that with
its language, writing, culture, religion and policy the kingdom was a
Georgian state and their kings judged by this characteristics were
Georgians. It should perhaps be noted here that some 10™-11" ¢ Ar-
menian historians, e.g. Hovhannes Draskhanakerttsy refer to this
state as Egrisi and their king as the “King of Egrisi”, and the inhabi-
tants as “Egrisians”, also the Armenian historian of the 12" ¢ Vardan
the Great considers them as a descendant of Vakhtang Gorgasali, the
king in the 5™ c.

The kingdom of Abkhazia was a Georgian State, if the vast
majority of its population were: Karts, Egris, Svans, Abkhazians.
According to Vakhushti Bagrationi (18" ¢) the Abkhazian kingdom
consisted of eight administrative units, or “saeristavos” (eristavates):
Abkhazeti, Tskhumi, Egrisi (center Bedia), Guria, Racha-
Lechkhumi, Svaneti, Argveti (center Shorapani) and lowland Imereti
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(center Kutaisi).

It is worth mentioning that these kings of the period of 9™-10™
cc, in Western Georgia did not call themselves “King of Abkhazia”.
In their Inscriptions they are referred as to the “kings ”” and no matter
which part of the country are they originally from their own point of
interest lies in emphasizing their kingship as of the Georgian State
and the guards of its statehood. The most noteworthy under this con-
text is legal body called “Divan”. The list of the Eristavs of Abkhazia
where they are mentioned as “Kings of Abkhazia” only after the first
king of united Georgian feudal monarchy (“Sakartvelo”) Bagrat III
975/8-1014, King of Abkhazia.

It was during the existence of Abkhazian kingdom (9™ 10™ cc)
and with the participation of Abkhazian “kings” that the kingdom of
“Abkhazia” finally seceded — in church matters from Constantinople
becoming subordinated to Mtskheta See.

It was difficult to break loose of the influence of Byzantine,
but more difficult to eliminate the ecclesiastical dominance of Con-
stantinople. To this end, the kings of Western Georgia abolished
Greek Episcopate sees that served as Byzantine strong holds. Thus
were abolished the Poti, Gudava and other Greek sees. In their place
the kings established new Georgian episcopates. Thus in the time of
George I, King of West Georgia: the Chkondidi see was founded in
the time of Leon III (957-963), the Mokvi see and in the place of ab-
olished Gudava episcopate that of Bedia was set up by Bagrat III
(975/8-1014). These episcopates were the centers of Georgian cul-
ture. Henceforward the Georgian Church opposed its Greek counter-
part with the Georgian language. The Georgian Church built its own
churches and monasteries in the Western Georgia Kingdom.

Hagiographic and hymnographic works were written in the
kingdom “Abkhazia” in Georgian language. Here at the “Abkhazian”
royal court was written the “Divan of Abkhaz Kings” or the history
of the Abkhazian kings in Georgian language. The great importance
has the fact that the schools existing in Georgian medieval architec-
ture: West Georgian-Abkhazian, Kakhetian, Kartlian, Tao-Klarjetian,
Hers, alongside with distinctive local characteristics, have common
Georgian nature. All of these are characterized by common Georgian
signs. It should be emphasized that these features had been revealed
before establishment of the united medieval Georgian State in the
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politically independent (from each other) Abkhazian (West Geor-
gian), Kartvelian (Tao-Klarjetian), Kakhetian and Heretian states,
which on the ancient historical grounds indicates their common
Georgian culture. The Kingdom of “Abkhazia” took an active part in
the great struggle resulting in the creation of the single Sakartvelo
feudal state.

Had that kingdom not been a Georgian state its capital would
not be in Kutaisi, center of ancient Georgian statehood and culture,
but Anakopia, center of Abkhazian saeristavo; its Church would not
have seceded from the patriarchate of Constantinople and if it did, it
would have constituted itself into Abkhazian proper Church and
would have not joined the Catholicosate of Mtskheta, nor would it
have introduced Divine in Georgia.

From the beginning of the 9" ¢, if not earlier — the Georgian
language gradually acquired the dominant status in the kingdom, be-
coming the language of culture, royal office and Church; Georgian
epigraphy is evidenced in the kingdom from the beginning of the 9"
¢ (or the end of the 8™ c).

Thus, as already noted, with the establishment of Abkhazian
kingdom, the meaning of the terms “Abkhazian” and “Abkhazia”
broadened and now it designated Western Georgia as well as West-
ern Georgian and Abkhazian proper.

The meaning of the term “Abkhazian” and “Abkhazia” broa-
dened further from the end of the 10™ ¢, for the title of the kings of
the unified Georgia began with that of King of Abkhazians. Bagrat,
the heir — apparent to the royal house of the Bagrations (the King of
“Kartvelians”) was successor to the Kingdom of Abkhazians (West
Georgia), for he was the only legitimate successor to the Kingdom of
the Abkhazians in his mother’s line. He received the title “King of
Kartvelians” (title of Bagrations) only at the beginning of the 11" ¢,
on the decease of his ancestor “King of the Kartvelians”. Following
the corporation of Kakheti and Hereti, Bagrat received also the title
of the “King of the Hers (Heretians) and the Kakhis (Kakhetians)”.
Thus at this stage the title of the kings of the united medieval Geor-
gia (Sakartvelo) assumed the following form: “King of the Abkha-
zians, the Kartvelians, the Hers and the Kakhis”.

As a rule, in Georgian written sources, the period under dis-
cussion “Abkhazia” and “Abkhazian” generally implied “Sakartvelo”
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and “Kartveli”. As “King of Abkhazia” came first in the title of the
kings of united Georgia in foreign sources “Abkhazian” was used
generally in the meaning of Georgian and “Abkhazian”, as designat-
ing Georgia incidentally the foreigners — Greeks, Arabs, Russians
were well aware that Abkhazia was the same as Iberia or Georgia.
This, the Byzantine historian George Cedrenus refers to the Georgian
king Giorgi I (1014-1027) as the archon of Abkhazia, while his son
King Bagrat IV (1027-1072) as the archon of Iberia. John Zonaras,
Byzantine historian of the turn of the 11™ and 12" cc refers to same
Bagrat IV as the archon of the Abazgia. In narrating about the Geor-
gian campaign of the Emperor Basil II, Cedrenus writes that Basil set
out against Giorgi the Abazgian marching towards Iberia. In oriental,
Arabic, Persian sources Abkhazian stands for Georgian and Abkha-
zia for Georgia. The 13™ ¢ Arab geographer and historian Yaqut
writes that Abkhazia was a country inhabited by Christian people
called Kurj. According to Ibn Biby, Seljuq chronicles of the end of
13" ¢, Tamar was the Queen of the Gurj (i.e., Georgians). She ruled
the kingdom of the Abkhazians, capital of which was Tbilisi. Abkha-
zia was identified with Georgia by Nizami Ganjevi, Khagani and
others, it should be noted specially that according to the Russian me-
dieval chronic Iber is the same Abkhaz (Obez). Many more examples
could be cited. The literature of this subject is extensive. There can
be only one conclusion, “Abkhazian” (appearing in various spel-
lings) in medieval Georgian and foreign written sources, as a rule,
means Georgia. In the 9™-10™ cc, West Georgian State was eristavate
Abkhazeti and in the period of united Georgia was also Eristavate
Abkhazeti and its eristavi (archon) was Shervashidze.

The maximum extension of the meaning of the term “Abkha-
zia” was followed by a reverse process.

As is known, at the end of 15" ¢, the united Georgian state dis-
integrated into four independent states: the Kingdoms of Kartli, Kak-
heti and Imereti and the Principality of Samtskhe. Abkhazia was part
of the Kingdom of Imereti. The process of the feudal break-up of the
country deepened with the principalities of Guria and Samegrelo
coming into being. Abkhazia was within the Principality of Samegre-
lo (Odishi) and in the 17" ¢ it (Abkhazia) constituted itself as a sepa-
rated Principality of Odishi headed by Shervashidzes. The Abkha-
zian Principality of the late feudal period was politically and cultural-
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ly the same as Georgia as well as other “Georgians”. Now the land to
the south-east of the Kodori River formed part of Egrisi from the
commencement of the feudal relation (by tradition from ancient
times). This land became part of Abkhazia in the 17" c. after the
founding of this “Abkhazian” Principality, the Georgians called its
inhabitants Abkhazians proper.

From the 15™-16" cc, complex processes were in evidence in
Georgia. Nomadic tribes from the Northern Caucasus began to settle
in Georgia. The migration process timed to the gravest situation ob-
taining in Georgia resulted in the settlement of Daghestanian tribes in
Kakheti, of Ossetians (Alans) — in inner Kartli, and of people of Cir-
cassia-Adyghe stock in Western Georgia, which were oppressed by
Russia that was becoming stronger day by day. At the end of the 15"
¢, when Georgia broke up into four independent Georgian states,
Georgia’s neighbor in the south-east was the powerful and aggres-
sive Sapavi Iran and on the south-west the powerful and likewise
aggressive Ottoman state. Throughout the 16™-18" cc, there was al-
most incessant warfare between these two powers (if there was a lull
the sides were preparing for fresh hostilities). This warfare waged for
the spheres of interest in the Near East had as one of its main aims
the subjugation of Georgia, her territory serving as the arena of hos-
tilities. The Georgian state resisted as best they could the encroach-
ments of Iran and Turkey. The struggle took a heavy toll, resulting in
a drastic reduction of the Georgian population diminished. Migration
of the population from the hills to the lowland areas is a natural
process in mountainous countries for the barren nature of the moun-
tain fails to provide livelihood and the surplus population descends to
the valley. Under peaceful conditions this is a normal process and is
kept under control by the authorities. However, when the state is
weakened, and the process gets out of hand, a grave situation arises.

It was under such conditions that the so called free (“lordless™)
communes of Char-Belakani came into being in Kakheti and in the
mountainous region of Inner Kartli; and later in foothill zone and in
the valley too there appeared a compact Ossetian (Alan) population —
people that migrated from the north and settled on the south-western
slopes of the Caucasus Range. We don’t know how the people, set-
ting in West Georgia (in Abkhazia) were called in their original ho-
meland.
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Since they settled in the ancient Georgian historical geograph-
ic region called Abkhazia, they were also named Abkhazs, i.e., resi-
dents of Abkhazia, just like Ilarion, the public figure in the 9" c, is
called “Kakheli”, meaning the resident of Kakheti, but he is of the
same Georgian origin.

Georgian and foreign written sources give a clear indication of
the narrowing of Georgian and Christian positions from the 15" ¢
onward.

The empowered Russia gradually crawled towards south and
occupied the North Caucasian plateau. Its population sought shelter
on the northern slopes of Caucasus; from there they could reach the
southern side. The inhabitants of the Georgian mountains in turn de-
moralized by this, migrated down to the valley, where the population
drastically decreased as a consequence of the Iranian-Turkish wars
(16™-18"™ cc). this is how the compact settlement of Ossetians
(Alans) and Apsuas (Abkhazs) were created in Shida (inner) Kartli
and North-western Georgia respectively; in Abkhazia too, the Circa-
sian-Adyghe ethnic compact settlements.

The secession of the Principality of Abkhazia from that of
Samegrelo was followed by incessant feudal strife. At the end of 17"
¢, the Abkhazian princes seized the part of Samegrelo, lying between
the rivers Kodori and Enguri, annexing it to the Principality of Ab-
khazia. This is the region known under the name Samursaqano. From
those times began the “Abkhazianization” of Samursagano. This
process is well reflected in Georgian — chiefly documentary — and
foreign written sources. The process in question is discussed in the
specialist literature as well.

After the 15" ¢, the Abkhazians started raids against various
provinces of Western Georgia, mainly Samegrelo. Vakhushti Bagra-
tioni describes nearly all the inroads of the Abkhazians into Guria
and Samegrelo in the 17" and the first quarter of the 18" cc. foreign
written sources also tell about such raids, for instance, the representa-
tive of the Roman Catholic mission, Arcangelo Lamberti (who lived
in Samegrelo in 1633-1649), also tells about such raids.

Documents of the 15" ¢ clearly distinguished Sukhumi
(Tskhumi), Dzanda, Mokvi, Ilori and Bedia were in Egrisi.

The 15" ¢ Georgian monument “Teaching in the Faith” states
that “Abkhazia has totally abandoned Christianity — it has parted
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from the teachings of the Church”. It was these “Abkhazians” that
made inroads from the North Caucasus into Abkhazia. A document
of the first half of the 17" ¢ states: at that time the Abkhazians turned
to godlessness, “the Abkhazians corrupted the faith and Catholico-
sate”. These “Abkhazians” were tribes that invaded in West Georgia
from the North Caucasus. The documentary material shows clearly
the gradual narrowing of the jurisdiction of the West Georgian Bich-
vinta (Pitiunt) Catholicosate and the loss of the land for Christianity
and Georgians. According to Lamberti and other foreign authors,
Dranda, Mokvi, Ilori and Bedia in the mid-17" ¢, were still within
Egrisi. At the turn of the 16™-17" cc, Nazhaneuli across the Enguri
was still a Megrelian village. According to the 1626 Great Defter of
the Abkhazian Catholicosate, Nazhaneuli was in Egrisi and a docu-
ment of 1639 locates the same village in Odishi.

The situation changed materially at the beginning of the 18" c,
in a document of 1712, in which Catholicos Grigol Lordkipanidze
Wrote: “At Nazhanevi the Abkhazians had driven out the village.
The Catholicos Nepsadze had paced sixty residents in the custody of
Qvapu Shervashidze. One elder had been lost. The Catholicos
brought out whom he could and settled them in Khobi and Khibula”.
The names listed are all Megrelian (Georgian). In this way the Geor-
gians gradually lost their positions in historical Samegrelo (Mingrea-
lia) to the invading tribes.

The above quoted document makes an interesting observation
that the Catholicos places the Georgian peasants raided by the Ab-
khazians, in Shervashidze’s care, thus the invading Abkhazians are
different from Shervashidze, the latter too seeking shelter from the
invaders. The defense gradually became difficult. The Prince Levan
Dadiani (1611-1657) of Samegrelo built a special wall to defend the
land from the “Abkhazians”. Vakhushti Bagrationi writes about the
wall: “The great Levan Dadiani built the wall to keep the Abkhazians
out”.

On Lamberti’s map this wall has a legend indicating that it
was for defense from Abkhazians.

It is worth noting, that up to the 17" ¢, no one differentiated
the land populated by Abkhazians socially, confessionally and cultu-
rally from the rest of the population of Georgia as a whole and West
Georgia in particular. Foreigners, who provide noteworthy observa-
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tions, considered Tskhumi as a Georgian city. Thus, Abu’l Fida, an
Arab writer of the 13" ¢, calls Tskhumi a Georgian city, while Pietro
Geraldi, Catholic bishop of Tskhumi, in a letter written in 1330 con-
siders Georgians, as well as Muslims and Jews, as inhabitants of
Tskhumi, which means that in Tskhumi of that time there were either
no “Abkhazians” proper, or if there were any, they did not differ
from Georgians in terms of language, religion and the way of life, so
that they were taken for Georgians by foreigners. The fact is worth of
noting that Pietro Geraldi is called Catholic Bishop of “Lower Ibe-
ria”. On the 15" ¢ Italian maps we find a legend “Megrelian port” at
the mouth of the Kelasuri River. However, the situation changed by
the 17" ¢. The Italian Giovanni Giuliano da Lucca, who travelled to
Western Georgia in 1630, writes: “The Abkhazians are scattered
along the sea coast. Their way of life is like that of Circassians...
The language of the Abkhazians differs very much from the languag-
es of their neighboring peoples. They do not have any written laws,
nor do they know how to use writing. By faith they are Christians
without any Christian customs... Woods serve them as a cozy shel-
ter. When they have chosen a place to live in they never abandon it.
They dress like the Christians but their haircut differs from that of
Christians... As they have no other habitat than the woods, their li-
vestock is small and hence they have scanty material for their
clothes. They content themselves with wine made of honey, game
and wild fruit. Wheat does not grow in their land. They do not use
salt”.

According to A. Lamberti, the Abkhazians did not live in ci-
ties and strongholds, several families of the same kin would come
together and settle on an elevated place, building thatched huts; for
the purpose of defense they would enclose the place with a fence and
a moat. [t is interesting to note that they were never molested by oth-
ers, but they attacked and plundered one another.

In the 1650, Georgia was visited by a well-known Turkish his-
torian and Geographer Evliya Celebi, whose description gives a clear
picture of the way of life and culture of the Abkhazians of his day.
By the time of the visit of Celebi Islam has gained a fairly firm foo-
thold. However, in his words, the Abkhazians “were not familiar
with the Koran, nor had they any religion”, as we can see from the
abovementioned reference, compared to the Abkhazians of the pre-
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vious times, the Abkhazians of those times had a life style that dif-
fered from that of Georgians. Christianity has already been almost
totally lost, which could have been caused by settling here of a new
ethnic group. The forgoing evidence seems to corroborate the opi-
nion expressed in Georgian historiography on the backwardness of
Abkhazians in the period under discussion and on the loss of Chris-
tianity. As noted correctly, these authors “were not superficial ob-
servers. It was their purpose and obligation to study as thoroughly
and precisely as they could the customs and mores, culture and so-
cio-economic development of the peoples they came into contact
with, as well as the relationship and difference of these peoples with
other peoples and so on”.

It must also be specially noted here, that the oral tradition of
Abkhazians there are indications about their resettlement from north.
Their folk does not mention Georgian kings David IV or Tamar,
which indicates that they did not live here in those times.

In terms of settlement of the Abkhazians here, the map of the
16™ ¢ of Jacobi Gastaldi, which in the north Caucasus, namely in the
middle of the Kubani River shows the “Absuas Regi” and the main
named point Akva (possibly a fortress). After settling of the Apsua in
Abkhazia proper, a place named Akva occurs next to the Georgian
city Tskhumi. Those who came and settled here also brought the
name of their own fort. It is noteworthy that on foreign maps of the
16" ¢, Samegrelo is marked on our part of the Black Sea Coast.

What had caused such a change? The question is answered in
Georgian historiography. As noted above, in medieval Georgia, an
Abkhazian was not considered as non-Georgian. The 11™ ¢ Georgian
historian Leonti Mroveli (in whose work this conception most date
from the 7™-8" cc ?), speaks about the origin of Caucasian peoples,
considers Western Georgia as the land that fell entirely by lot to
Egros. Niko Berdzenishvili writes about this conception: “This story
is a noteworthy piece of evidence on the ethnic kinship of West
Georgian tribes and their cultures — old historical and cultural coop-
eration (which is seen so clearly in the light of the evidence of an-
cient Greek and Latin authors, as especially archeological data)”.

Leonti Mroveli was perfectly aware of the existence of the
Abkhazians and Abkhazia, but for him Abkhazia was Egrisi. When
narrating about Western Georgia, Vakhushti Bagrationi observes that
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this is the land that was first called Egrisi, then Abkhazia and then
Imereti. For him, Western Georgia was equally Egrisi — Abkhazia —
Imereti, although he is well aware of the existence of the Abkhazians
and that they have their vernacular. In the 11" ¢, when the issue of
the autocephaly of the Georgian Church was raised by the Patriarch
of Antioch, the Georgian public figure Giorgi Mtatsmindeli brought
as an evidence for the autocephaly of the Georgian Church the deeds
of Andrew the First Called and additionally pointed out that one of
the 12 Apostles Svimon Kananeli is buried in Abkhazia, namely in
Nikopsia. These data sheds light on the fact that Abkhazia of that
period is seen by Georgians as well as their neighbors as a part of
Georgia. This is accounted for by the fact that historically and cultu-
rally they were Georgians irrespective of their origin.

We have no knowledge of the self-designation of the inhabi-
tants of the Principality of Abkhazia at the time when Georgian his-
torical sources referred to the as Abkhazians. They had their verna-
cular (at any rate from the 17" ¢). however, since they had neither
script no literature, it is not recorded. It is logical to assume, that they
called themselves then — as well as now — Apsua. In this connection
the question of the language of the Abkhazians (Apsua) arises. In the
Georgian historical work of the 13™ ¢, in connection with the second
name “Lasha” of Tamar’s son Giorgi we find the statement, which
was translated as alluminer of the world (in the language of the Ap-
sars).

Along with the phonetic similarity of “Apsua” and “Apsar”,
the fact that in modern Abkhazia (the language of the Apsua) “La-
sha” (“Alasha”) means “clear”, “light”, gives ground for the identifi-
cation of this language of the Apsars with the language of modern
Abkhazians (Apsua). But one point should be borne in mind here.
The name “Lasha” however is confirmed to have been written on one
of stones dated 8" ¢ in Shida (inner) Kartli; this evidences that the
Abkhaz language has nothing to do with this.

As for writing, as is known, in the Middle Ages throughout
Western Georgia, following the adoption of Christianity, the lan-
guage of Divine service was first Greek and after the secession of the
Church from Constantinople and its joining to the Mtskheta See, it
was Georgian. In the 19" ¢ too, despite the attempts of the Russian
Empire, the Georgian language preserved its status. There was an
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attempt to change the language of the Church service to Slavic,
which was followed by the congregation to turn its back to the
Church.

Abkhazian (Apsua) alphabet was first created on the basis of
Russian writing by a well-known scholar P. Uslar in 1862. As it
proved very difficult to render Abkhazian (Apsua) sounds through
the medium of Slavic writing, several attempts were made later to
simplify this alphabet.

Thus in 1892, the educationalist Machavariani and his pupil
Dimitri Gulia — subsequent founder and classic of Apsuas literature —
attempted to simplify and refine the alphabet.

Then N. Marr tried to create and Apsua alphabet on the basis
of Latin script. However, neither did this attempt yield the desired
result. In 1938, the same Dimitri Gulia, assisted by Georgian scho-
lars Akaki Shanidze and Simon Janashia, compiled a new alphabet
on the basis of Georgian letters. But in 1954 the another new alpha-
bet was developed on the basis of Russian script. The first book in
the language Apsua came in Tbilisi in 1912 (a collection of Dimitri
Gulia’s poems).

As to the problems of the population, as already noted, in the
Kingdom of Abkhazians (in Abkhazian language — “Apsua’”) the
Georgian ethnos proper formed an overwhelming majority. The
presence of North-Caucasian tribes, e.g., a part of the Jiki population,
should be hypothesized in the Abkhazian Kingdom. This situation
seems to have been mainly preserved throughout the Middle Ages,
despite the later immigration of a considerable wave of tribes from
the Northern Caucasus. This is confirmed by the data of censuses
from the 19" c. According to the list of the 1886 household census in
Abkhazia (Sukhumi District, by the administrative division of the
period) the total number of inhabitants was 68.773. of these, 34.806
were Georgian and 28.320 — Abkhazians (Apsua). After this we have
the data of the census of 1926, according to which the total number
of population was 201.016, of which 67.494 were Georgians, 55.918
— Abkhazians, 25.677 — Armenians, 12.553 — Russians, 14.045 —
Greeks and representatives of other nationalities. According to the
census of 1939, both the Georgian and Abkhazian (Apsua) popula-
tions show corresponding growth. According to the latter census, the
total population of the Abkhazian SSR was 311.900 (with 91.900
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Georgians; 56.200 Abkhazians; 60.200 Russians; 49.700 Arme-
nians). The census of 1959 gives the total of 404.700 of the popula-
tion of the Abkhazian SSR (with 158.200 Georgians; 61.200 Abkha-
zians; 86.700 Russians; 64.400 Armenians and others). The census of
1970 shows the total of 487.040 of the inhabitants of the Abkhazian
SSR (with 199.600 Georgians; 77.300 Abkhazians; 92.900 Russians;
74.900 Armenians and others). To be sure that local indigenous pop-
ulation of Georgians and Abkhazians (Apsua) does show a rise, but
particularly striking is the growth of the non-local population of Rus-
sians and Armenians. From 1926 to 1959, the population of the Ab-
khazia ASSR increased by 192.000, the number of Russians growing
by 66.300 and of Armenians — by 30.300. this is a population spe-
cially settled here and the purpose of this demographic policy is di-
rected against the local indigenous population of Georgia, specifical-
ly in Abkhazia (against Georgians).

Along with social and cultural division, political division also
took place. In the 19" ¢, this division was promoted by every means
by the Russian administration. In 1820, the Prince of Abkhazia Gior-
gi Shervashidze adopted Russian citizenship and in 1864, Russian
administration was established here; the Principality of Abkhazia
was called the Sukhumi Military Department and from 1883, it was
Sukhumi District under the Governor General of Kutaisi.

The Russian administration and its colonial policy actively di-
rected and supported the process of separation of Abkhazia from
Georgia. However, the administration was well aware that Abkhazia
was a natural, indivisible part of Georgia, hence the assignment of
Sukhumi District to the Kutaisi Gubernia and its placement under the
Kutaisi governor. Notwithstanding the policy of Tsarist Russia, when
the Georgian Democratic Republic was established in 1918, Abkha-
zia formed its integral part. Which was recognized by the govern-
ment of the Russian Federation.

In the years of existence of the Georgian Democratic Repub-
lic, Georgian Bolsheviks, baked by the government of the Russian
Federative Republic, tried by every means available to weaken the
Georgian Democratic Republic. This was the aim set to itself by the
Georgian Communist Party, which was accorded to the rights of a
legal party by the Treaty of 7" May 1920, concluded between Russia
and Georgia. The enemies of Democratic Georgia were most active
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in the country’s peripheral areas. The rising in Abkhazia against the
Georgian Democratic Republic was the result of action of these
forces.

The processes occurring in Abkhazia following the annexation
of Georgia by the Russian SFR and establishment of soviet power on
25™ February 1921 are reflected widely in the speeches and letters of
Nestor Lakoba, the leader of Abkhazian Bolsheviks. On 25™ March
1921, Georgia’s Revolutionary Committee issued a declaration on
Abkhazia and on 29" March, at a meeting of Transcaucasian leading
figures, it was decided to set up an Abkhazian SSR, it is worth noting
that the Abkhazian Bolsheviks Lakoba and Eshba whole demanding
independence on behalf of Abkhazia, completely ignored the interest
of the Georgian population of Abkhazia. At the 4™ conference of the
Georgian Communist Party, Lakoba noted the question of setting up
an independent republic of Abkhazia had been raised by himself and
E. Eshba at the Batumi meeting on 29" March 1921, Sergo Orjoni-
kidze, Sergo Kavtaradze, Malakia Toroshelidze and Shalva Eliava
took part in the work of the meeting. Lakoba and Eshba argued their
demand by the necessity of eliminating inter-ethnic strife and estab-
lishment of genuine soviet power in Abkhazia. They demanded this
independence as a “label” to which the Georgian Bolsheviks replied:
“If Abkhazia needs this independence to establish genuine soviet
power, they must receive it not only as a label, but as genuine inde-
pendence”.

On 15" February 1922, at the 1* Congress of Abkhazia’s So-
viets, Eshba stated that in the interests of the people, the working
masses — in order to help them in the liberation from nationalism — it
was necessary to proclaim independence. This should be done in
spite of the fact that such a small republic did not exist anywhere in
the world. “And then”, he continued, “it was decided at the meeting
of responsible workers that proclamation of Abkhazian independence
— at least temporarily — was considered as necessary”. It is evident
that the leaders of Abkhazian Bolsheviks, who were well aware of
the illegality of their claims, argued their demands by the “extraordi-
nary situation”, considering it an interim measure.

It should be noted that the concession, which surprised the
Abkhazian Bolsheviks, was not made accidentally by the leaders of
Georgian Bolsheviks. The talks were conducted in conditions of a
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struggle for the consolidation of the Soviet Power in Georgia. The
Georgian Bolsheviks badly needed the support of their Abkhazian
comrades. But Georgian Bolsheviks were neither interested in or
worried about the fact that by this concession they were compromis-
ing Georgia’s unity — her historical borders in defense of which the
Georgian people had fought over the centuries. They ignored and
violated the legitimate right of Georgian people, in particular of that
part of the Georgian people which had for centuries lived on their
own land and would now have to live in the Abkhazian (Apsua)
State. Georgian Bolshevik leaders took this decision in conditions
and within the boundaries of the newly established state, which be-
fore and at the time of the setting up of the Abkhazian SSR — the ma-
jority of the population of which were Georgians. Nor did the Ab-
khazian Bolsheviks care for the interests or the fate of these Geor-
gians. And symptomatically enough, neither did Georgian Bolshe-
viks, whose main concern was to preserve and strengthen their au-
thority, care that in the obtaining situation, the so-called independent
Abkhazian SSR was an artificially created entity, whose existence in
isolation from Georgia was absolutely unnatural and untenable his-
torically and economically, immediately became obvious and it was
soon abolished. It should be said however, that the existence of Ab-
khazian autonomy in any form within the boundaries in which it took
shape under soviet rule is absolutely unjustified. This is so, because
the Autonomous Republic derives its name from the designation of
its population which accounts for 17 or 18 per cent of the total, while
the interests of the great majority of the population is today totally
ignored — not only of the mixed, Georgian-Abkhazian (Apsua) popu-
lation but also in regions of compact Georgian settlements.

Apropos of the population number, it should be noted that his-
torically, Georgians always represented the majority of the popula-
tion. True, we have no statistical census data for the Middle Ages,
but the material available from the 19" ¢, clearly demonstrates this.
As is known, the muhajir movement resulted in material reduction of
the Abkhazian population in Abkhazia in the 1880s. However, the
population here increased mechanically and artificially, but owing
not to Georgians, but to Russians and Armenians.

As is seen from the foregoing, there is a considerable increase
of population in Abkhazia, the growth being both natural and me-
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chanical. Some researchers focus their attention on the growth of
Georgian population in Abkhazia. It should be noted in this connec-
tion that internal migration processes are natural and legitimate in the
Georgian state. But such a large proportion of growth of Armenian
and Russian population as is recorded in Abkhazia is of course unna-
tural and purposeful.

When emphasis is made on the numerical strength of the
Georgian population in the Abkhazian ASSR, it should be noted that
this is a natural and legitimate situation, because the territory of the
modern Abkhazian Autonomous Republic formed part of the Geor-
gian state, being the habitat of Kartvelian ethnic from the earliest
times. This of course does not rule on the possible assumption of the
non-Georgian, i.c., North-Caucasian origin of the Abkhazians-
Apshilai. But these Abkhazians-Apshilai here always constituted a
minority. The attempts of some Abkhazian (Apsua) historians to
demonstrate the Abkhazian origin of various tribes that inhabited
Western Georgia, e.g., Missimians, Saniges and Sazae, can counter
to the actual situation. Not a single written source favors to point to
the opposite.

The literature on the subject is fairly extensive, so I shall not
elaborate on that any longer. As for the Abasgoi-Apshilai proper,
their origin — as noted above — is controversial. However, it is proba-
bly not disputable that historically and culturally the Abkhazians
used to be Georgians. There may exist two models regarding those
who call themselves Apsua, if the Abasgoi-Abshilai were of Kartve-
lian stock, the Apsua that came later occupied their habitat (settled
down alongside with Abasgoi-Abshilai) and the Georgians called the
newcomers, too, Abkhazians. But if the Abasgoi-Abshilai were not
Georgian by descent, their kindred Apsua, who arrived later streng-
thened the property Abkhazian (in the narrow meaning of the word)
element, bringing with them their own language and customs. And
when under the obtaining historical situation, the decentralization
tendencies gained the upper hand, the Apsuas self-consciousness
strengthened gradually and the Apsua took shape, whom we — fol-
lowing the old tradition — call Abkhazians.

the Russian government used for its own benefit such a se-
verely hard factor for the Muslim population of Abkhazia as was so
called muhajir movement, i.e. their resettlement to Turkey. The

112



Georgian press of that time specially mentions the protest of Geor-
gian public leaders against this action. The Russian government
would not allow those wishing to return, neither Georgians to settle
in this deserted land, settling Russians, Armenians and representa-
tives of other nationalities there.

Thus, Abkhazian is a collective name and possessing a single
meaning from “Abazgian-Abkhazian” it broadened to the concept of
Western Georgian (8" ¢), from “Western Georgian” to generally
“Georgian” (10™ ¢), after the foundation of the Principality of Ab-
khazia, “Abkhazian” implied habitant of this principality. After the
foundation of the Abkhazian (Apsua) Autonomous Republic, “Ab-
khazia” generality refers to that autonomous entity, but “Abkhazian”
refers only to the part of its population whose self-designation is
“Apsua”.

The Abkhazs (Apsua) have the right to reside in Georgia,
namely in Abkhazia, have the right to develop their culture and enjoy
cultural autonomy but they have no right to misappropriate the Geor-
gian land and demand to cease from Georgia.
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