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FROM THE AUTHOR

Onthe backpround of advance of technique and extensive exploi-
n of natural resources maintaining the optimal condition of the envi-
1entis a single provision for survival of the mankind. Henee, protec-
and maintenance of the environment, natural resources and cultural
itage is importznt not only on the local level, but globalty as well.

.. The world's cultural and natural heritage is one of the important
tors ol the development of enviropmental tourism or ecotourism. This
important recreational resource, sound exploitation of which is a
quisite of economic growth of the country and harmonic develop-

; fof the repions.

Ecology is closely related to all sectors of the economy. In this re-
pard tourism is no exception. Development of ecotourism is very impor-
r sustainable tourism development, which means that one of the
s of tourist activities 1s a caretul use of environment. The coneept
ecotourisin encompasses a wide range of travels from cognitive tours
{or pupils to regular visits to national parks and reserves,

According to the prognosis made by experts of the World Tourism
Organisation, in 21* century many countrics, especially developing ones,
Ivoughout the world will gain high economic benefit from the develop-
inent of ecotourism, which will promote the economic growth of these
-countries, especially mountain regions.

The goal of the given work is to introduce to students of tourism
department, practitioners engaged in this sector and all others concerned
the meaning of ecologically sustainable environment in tourism and the
toles of ecotourism, as one ol the principle components of the sustain-
“iible development of tourism, the impact of tourism on environment and
ils outcome, the roles of local population, government and private sector
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i the development of ceotourism in the region, planning technigues of
eeotour, salety measures for tourist and management of tourist services.
The annex provides information on ecotourism activities and products
developed by govermental, non- govermmental, private orpanizations and
mvestors iv Georgia. The book also comprises Glossary.
The book will help the reader not only to understand ccotourisin
issues. but also change histher behavior towards the environment and as
a potential tourist be puided by the 10 commundments of ecotourism,

compiled by the 1.8, Association of travel agencies on environmental
protection,

ASTA'S TEN COMMAN DMENTS ON ECOTOURISM
Whether on business or leisure travel:

1. Respect the frailty ofthe carth.

Leave only footprints, Take only photographs,

o make your travels meoning ful, educate vourselt about the ge-
ography, customs, manners. and cultures of the region you visit,
Respect the privacy and dignity of others,

Bonotbuy products made from endangered plants or animals.

Alwiays follow designated trails, Do not disturh animals, plants or
their natural hobitats.

SomE W

i

Suppert conservation-oriented programs and organizations.
Walk orutilize environmentally-sound methods of fransportation.
Patronize those who edvance energy and environmental conser-
vation; water and air giality, recycling: safe management of waste
toxie matenals; noise abatement; community involvement; and
which provide experienced, well-trained stafTdedicated to strong
prineiples of conservation.

[dentify those organizations which subseribe to ASTA Environ-
mental Guidelines for air, Jand and sea travel,
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