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Each new undertaking concerning the exposition of

the national values is the most valuable and urgent

endeavor. It is this very idea that provided the ba-
sis for creation of “Ajara Treasury” which will repre-
sent the rich past of this ancient part of Georgia with
more or less completeness. The material compiled
in this book is invaluable treasury reflecting the past
brought to us through centuries.
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Telai
Tbilisio

The present book “Treasury of Ajara” mostly ac-
cumulates the artifacts of Stone, Bronze, Iron,
Classical, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine ages,
preserved in the Ajara Khariton Akhviediani
State Museum, the Batumi Archaeological Mu-
seum and the Gonio-Apsarus Archaeological-
Architectural Museum-Reserve. These artifacts
were discovered during the archaeological exca-
vations that have been conducted in South-West
Georgia (Kobuleti, Makhvilauri, Pichvnari, Tsilkh-
isdziri, Batumi Fortress, Gonio-Apsaros, Ajarists-
kali Gorge) for more than half a century. The Art
Museum of Ajara includes the works of modern
and contemporary art.

The stone tools, discovered in the Ajara highland
region, at the resort Beshumi, belong to the old-
est artifacts of the history. They are dated back
to 300-200 thousand years BC. The presented
material shows that the territory of present-day
Ajara is within that historical area, which 10 000
years ago started the process of transition from
a lifestyle based on hunting and gathering to a
lifestyle based on farming and domesticated
animals. The Eneoclithic — Early Bronze Age (5th-
3rd millennia BC), especially, Late Bronze and
Early Iron Age (15th-7th centuries BC), are dis-

Ja@eb, 08 mjanbesGyme gmembgonbs, Hm-
doeoogg sbabyens sBGnyafin Ladyamml o=
9o yzgemedy dmdmmafmm domdo sfgmba-
@ gdol madd@emdals qbabnd.
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Jammrmon a@momog@ommdndols sdbabggoemns
qogabotda, ambamdn, (3obobdn@dn, dsbmbo
ory jedsbmoddo smdmbgboemn 8MagamGnizbo-
naBn e BMagamgyqgfmgabo aFdnemmmanm@in
stdagsd@ode:  beegzgmotiom  byemgbgdo-
ba s Gmengdngal Bad=mdpgdn, Bafagmdm-
mo  @oaNmgon, ggteme 8nbol  Fafggeme
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> bmgorjegioben® Jom&Itom Gfore-
(3093L, Gmdpeals bamigogbm as8mbagmeng-
2335 daormdnl  a@gdgmeemaom@e 8ybyndals
mmmlb gmbodn BamBmmanboeme  jmebyfn
mdBmidgommanl Bodmdgdo, oy gMoggeo
momabimfgdos s6Gngne s3dmmgdomsb wma-
gmmo  (3bmdgdnbs ,mJEmBGogermn  gmmmby-
anb® dgbabad.

dme bawmgabagdob 3gfMomea, dofMomaEsm,
stdgmmmaon@n  aombfgdol Ggmpasm a0
Bmgmgbomn  byemgbpdels Bndpndgdoms @
gobmafomommo ymgob s8bsbggemn dyamg-
dno >@nb Bom8mmagbomn. ga@bgdal, babmb,
Lbagnenal me bbgs dmbsdmgsto smabdmmgol,
Gmi ogecbymaegmdom asdm@ignmn Jof-
ogme  Joega®s smBmbsgmge JGob@ne-
Bmme Ladystmb s@gamdn gdags- dge bay-
J1Bggdol Ba8mdome gFmagetio badbomg go
Fgaombals 8dndy abGmGammn bagminom afnb
asbdnmmdgdama.  gobmafagenem ymenadn
38mbsbaemn  bambu@o bgemmgbgdel Bady-
3930 GFsmogommn @aMggdel Lgymgzbema-
LimBsfnobmdaba s obygad® asbgomafpdab
sgali@mFgdl.

Bogbdn, ab@mGagmost ghoa, obaby-
mos LadeMmorggeomb sbaema s pabengbe by-
mmghgdel ab@minob s8bsbggmme Bodydgdn,
Gmdmngdo sgafnb bgemmgbgdolb 3nbyyddes
LEOme:

tinguished by important innovations. It is univer-
sally acknowledged that the Chorokhi Basin in
the Mear East was one of the oldest centers of
mining and metallurgy and the place of origin of
the Colchian civilization.

Mumercus and diverse archaeological artifacts
found in Pichwnari, Gonio, Tsikhisdziri, Makho
and Kapandibi — items of jewelry and toreutics,
terracotta figures, polychrome glass ware and
adornments, Greek painted and black glaze ves-
sels, glyptic and numismatic artifacts — reflect
close and longtime political, trade-economic
and cultural relations with the Greek, Persian
and Hellenistic worlds and Roman and Byzantine
civilizations. Foreign influence was merged with
strong local and all-Caucasian cultural traditions,
the best examples of which are the samples of
Colchian goldsmithery preserved at the Gold
Treasury of the Batumi Archaeological Museum.
It is a kind of confirmation to the ancient sources
from classical authors about the “Gold-abundant
Colchis” that is reflected in the most popular
myth of Antiquity — the myth of Argonauts’ voy-
age in Colchis for the Golden Fleece.

The Middle Ages is presented mostly
with the samples of art and ethno-
graphic and archaeological artifacts
discovered during archaeclogical ex-
cavations. The findings in Vernebi,
Khino, Skhalta, and other places
prove that the unique Georgian
culture, distinguished by origi-
nality, is within the space of
East Christian world. Some
scarcity of samples of the
Middle Ages is caused by

the hard historical fate of

the region. The samples

of folk art, preserved in the
ethnographic life, prove vitality and
continuity of the traditional spheres.

Along with the historical artifacts,
the book presents the specimens
of modern Georgian Fine Arts pre-
served at the Art Museum of Ajara,
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bmoGgdn  agnsbdgbmmnoyM-semgbgmmemy
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Jedmmgonl  BaBmbobrmatn,  bLamoeyg  nsMagmob
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Caucasus, namely, Georgia, is among the regions,
where the process of anthropogenesis was ongo-
ing. The archaeological studies, conducted in Ajara,
which is located in South-West of Georgia, proved
that the settlements in its coastline zone are seen
from Late Mesolithic Age, are almost abandoned in
the Middle Bronze Age, and again resettled from the
beginning of the Late Bronze Age. In the Ajara high-
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land region, in particular, at the resort Beshum;
the stone tools are discovered, dated by 3[}0_2.[;.6
thousand years BC. These tools prove that the an.
cient man lived here already from the Paleolithijc-
Acheulean Age. It is important that the territory
of Ajara is within the area, where about 10 gog
years ago the transition from an economy based

-on hunter-gathering and fishing to a manufactur-
ing economy started.

The dwellings or remains of old settlements of the
Stone Age in Ajara form the Late Mesolithic-Early
Neolithic and developed Neolithic cultures. They
are mostly open air settlements located on ter-
races, hills and hillocks. Among the sites of that
period, the old settlement of the village Kobu-
leti can be singled out; there the remains of the
“workshops” for production of tools, unique wa-
ter supply system fragments and traces of primi-
tive buildings were found. This witnesses the signs
of the permanent settlement life by that time. The
old dwelling of Makhvilauri is still the only site in
Ajara, which is connected with developed Neo-
lithic (the end of the 7th millennium BC and the
beginning of the 6th millennium BC) and is distin-
guished by the diversity of the tools as well as their
production materials. It is just here that geometric
microlithic tools, the stone hand axes recognized
as the samples of art and the so-called spear like
tools appear. Stone mattocks, fishing sinkers, and
other artifacts found in the untouched cultural
layers of Makhvilauri, witness development of ag-
riculture and fishery.

The Eneolithic-Early Bronze Age (S5th-3rd millenni-
um BC) is presented by the accasional discoveries
in the Ajara highland region. The pottery with pol-
ished surfaces, awls of animal’s bone, flint spear-
heads of Janjghnari (Khulo) and Kolotauri (Keda),
arrowheads (Talakhnari, Kvirike), which point to
further development of handicraft production,
belong to that period.

To better familiarize with the Eneolithic — Early
Bronze Age, the old settlement of Ispani near Ko-
buleti is of great value. Axe molds, blast pipes,
miniature crucibles, model of an axe with a slop-
ing butt, and diverse pottery ware, discovered
here, directly point that here was one of the larg-
est and earliest settlements of Colchis having the

Brgogngdoo  smobndBgds aznsbdFMnbgom-
Lo @o Ggnbab sMgmmo bsbs (d3. B. XV-VI
bls.). agamals Borsbs s 8ol Bobs Bemdn oo
Fommpgbmdnm  sm8mfighomn 3fMabgamb Lams
o afMagofigdmmo (3meegdol, ombgdol, Bom-
wndnl, U{]&Egﬁ@ﬁbﬂ&ﬁﬁn nofamndol, s3%Bnk-
@pdabs s mnombols Bmgdobogsk d58mae-
0 gobdgaaly, bob babbabgdebl, 356e8njobe me
bbgs bobob ap@mPnbadn smeb@nEindl, Gmd o8
Mgaombds dbndgbgemmgabo Bgmamo 8gndebs
JrmbyGo GmdmdGage gom@aol gmmdn-
Ggoabs @ go3MEgemgdado. obgmMomamagna-
do gb bsbs 3@6ynbgarmy JmmbyGn 3Mabgamb
Jomamnl babgeonomss (3Bméommn, oan da-
mammasbgnmamgdmenn nbsodm]dgen Labmga-
ergdnl Baymegna, Mmdgens aobes mababyolin
LabgeedBagymndomadnl spfgnme qfadol ag-
Bybobobs. 58 glmgal Bsbamnmsb gedmambgas
gmenbe@o (ymemn, Gomdgemo SbaBzfrmen bg-
mbBmadnl dnbabadbagn Badwdos. dsfmamomnls,
bobadafals s epndfg jemmob dMobgomb (ya-
mgde JpBgnenas Hgeangy Mo @ojmeem, afe-
gnfigdmemn  mmba8gbBndnms ms  (3bmggmos
Lgnmobgdgmo (domenn, aggen) gs8mbaby-
mndgdnom. Bsggommdgda babnammgds gm@dams
s@abgymmpdoge LobsGognoms ©s odgosom
3Hm3mMyogdom. mababan@gdymo 8nbamdm-
48gm0d0b momosb@nmgdas sgeiob dgamodby
Bs3mgbo dg. B. Il senabB. dmemm dgmobymes
womsfmomgdaemn bal Labgbpmo nafMamgde @
nBgomb Lol gmobs 8mygsbarmmdol cxmbgda.
goggbomol bob 8oG@ngn bLobzbaen g0 0330
dmbgboon  8nBamBmgBgmpdol  ambgdmdaty
dogenncngdls.

sgos, gofdme, gmMmbol spbe, dsbenm-
3o smdmbagmamdn Baf8momagbee badom
8p@sermmannb gFfo-gfo gdggemlb (306H 0.
do@Bagndn, ambomdn, sbambmaggmbs s 8nd-
@By GgFn@meingdby gsBmgengbamo Laky-
mmbbm gg@gdnb Bnbgmgee Bsbb, Gm8 dg. B.
Il sonobBengemenb Bmabsobgdomsb gmmbol Se-
babmgmds w3z Geemdes Gyobob BamBmgdnb
Ba6memmanab. asbbsyno@gdoo bogyGewng-
Bdms  dmammgo-gogibo@ol  BaBmbobeafgd-
By smBmBgbome  mommbB-fsdmbabbdgene ba-
boemmbBmgda, bomsg Badmgbns 28 3gfnmedn
asadgmadame  bo8gy®mbym w@s LsdGdmem
oatomadnbe oy badjamegdol Ra8mbabblgema
yamndndo.

local handicraft production and the local popula-
tion of which formed the initial step of original pe-
culiar culture characteristic to West Georgia of the
Eneolithic — Early Bronze Age. Agriculture, cattle
breeding, metallurgy, and different branches of
handicraft production advanced in that period. In
the 5th-3rd millennium BC South-West Georgia
is the most important link in the circle of Ancient
East, Anatalian and Caucasian civilizations.

The Late Bronze and Early lron Ages (15th-7th
centuries BC) are marked by the innovations. Nu-
merous sites are discovered in Ajara mountains
and mountain foots — bronze plain and decorated
axes, mattocks, tsaldi-axes, segments, the trea-
sures consisting of ingots, wooden ploughshares,
pottery ware and other discoveries, which witness
large contribution of this region into the forma-
tion and spread of Colchian culture. In the histori-
ography this age is known as the brilliant Colchian
Bronze Culture. It is the product of highly-devel-
oped agricultural community, which became the
starting point of the early stage in the genesis of
the statehood. From the material of this epoch the
Colchian axe is distinguished, which is a remark-
able sample of artistic handicraft. The bronze axes
of Maradidi, Khikhadziri and Pushrukauli are dec-
orated with the reliefs, engraved stylized animal
{a dog and a snake) images and geometric orna-
ments, are characterized by unusual elegance of
forms and rare proportions. Advanced agriculture
is witnessed by the wooden plowing instruments
and bronze segment tools dated by the last quar-
ter of Z2nd millennium BC and found at the Ajara
archaeological sites. A simple wooden plough-
share instrument of Pichvnari points to existence
of plowing agriculture.

Ajara, namely, the Chorokhi basin, was one of the
oldest centers of mining and metallurgy in the
Mear East. The workshop centers, found in Char-
nali, Gonio, Akhalsopeli and adjacent territories
show that from the mid-third millennium BC pop-
ulation of the Chorokhi basin already possessed
the iron production technologies. Of special men-
tion is metal casting workshops discovered in Ka-
buleti-Pichvnari ancient settlement. The molds for
casting the agricultural tools and weapons used in
that period are found there.
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STONE CHOPPING-TOOL

Length 10,5 cm, thickness 3,5 cm.
300-200 millennium BC.

Beshumi, Bulula (Khula).

Batumi Archaeological Museum

NOAIE-36&IIG0

mdlbognsbn, boafidg 12 LA,

dg.B. VII-VI smalibp.
Badgmaba-gadens (bmmm), -

daorydal stigdamemmgamein dnbymdn

FLAKE-TOOL

Obsidian, Length 12 cm,
8th-6th millennium BC,
Tsablana-Qishla (Khulo).
Batumi Archaeological Museum

[Erviudy]
Bsbotagab dgs. gadfins

a .
bogfidg 17 b, dg.6. VI-VI scnbicn.
dabgogmammin (bgergaBog@n).
SaorgBob 26 fgmenmamntio Fabygde

HAND AXE 38
Bazalt. Polished, o
Length 17 cm, Tth-6th millenmniu <
Makhvilawri {Khelua:hauri]. :
Batumi Archaeological Mus.

Bsonlnl sGggmermgoyg®e Sybyndn

LIRANLIBN (LOLIHIGIBN)
o8bomadamns ByFamegbs (3bmggemnls dymnbiags.

dsbgore Bagfn Bomgdgemns aebgbgom. bymadefa as3fnamgdnemns.
Log@dg 15,7 b3; 15,4 b8; 12,5 L3, dg.6. V-IV scnabiiem.

wobrmbatin (e Baovydnls afidaepmemaomfo Snhamdn

AWLS (DRILLS)

Animal's bone. its sharpened

head is made by grinding. Polished surface.

Length 15,7 cm; 15,4 cm; 12,5 cm; Sth-dth millennium,
Janjghnari (Khula). Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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SPEARHEAD
Flint. Length 14 cm. Sth millennium BC.
Zeda Kvirike village (Kobuleti),
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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SPEAR LIKE TOOL

Stone. Height 17,5 cm.

7th-6th millennium BC.
makhvilauri (Khelvachauri).
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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POTTERY Jug
Brown clay, wheel-made. Four engraved fibures

of animals (three horses and one deer) are
represented on the upper part of the body
Height 19 ¢m,

8th-7th century BC.
Tsikhisdziri. Batumi
Archaeological Museum
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DERGI (PITHOS-LIKE VESSEL)

Clay. Thick-walled. Bicanical.

Handmade. Palished surface.

Helght 40,5 em, diameter of bottom 11 em,

at rim 19 em.

End of 5th = the first half of 4th millenniurm BC,
Janjghnari (Khulo Municipality).

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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POTTERY JAR

Bady decorated with knobs. Handmade.

Polished surface. Height 25 em, diameter of bottom & cm,
and at rim 10 ¢cm. Second half of the 4th millennism.
Kolotauri (Keda).

Ajara Khariton Akhviediani State Museum
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AXE
Branze. Central Transcaucasian type.
Massive butt. Segment-like blade.
Height 17 cm, blade width 11 em.
Zundaga village (Keda).

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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PLOUGHSHARE
Woaod. Height 57cm, diameter 6,5cm.
Last quarter of the 2nd Millernium.

Pichvnari. Batumi
Archaeslogical Museum
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AXE

Bronze. Slope butt, round axe eye,
double-faceted head.

Height 11,5 em, body width 4,5 cm.
Second half of the 3rd millennium BC.
Ghaorjomi place Naomari (Khulo).
Batumi Archaeological Museum

33B06EY

dabygar. 998 mmes Smdagn Bmdfamdols

o baslgnnms s asmaddnmo binfMaempbno.
St dg.B. X=X baggybggen

15%4 8. Lbmeg. Dpbeeae (Jomsl-
Bamgdnl sGgmenmaegtin dqbgmda

BUCKLE

Bronze. Decorated with engraved swastika and
current scroll ornament.

11th-9th century BC.

15%4 cm. Zundaga village (Keda).

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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POT

Clay. Decorated with zoomorphic handles,
radial flutes and engraved patterns.
Height 33 cm. 12th-11th century BC.
Pichwnari. Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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COLCHIAN AXE

Bronze. Head is decorated

with relief ornament.

Height 15 cm.

9th-10th century BC.
Discovered at Maradidi.

Place Dzablaveti (Khelvachauri).
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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COLCHIAN AXE

Bronze. Decorated with engraved images of
stylized dog and geometrical ornam ent.
Size: 17x5,8 cm. Bth-7th century BC.
Khikhadziri (Khulo), Ajara

Khariton Akhviediani State Museum
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COLCHIAN AXE MOULDS
Stone. Late Bronze Age.
Pichvnari, Batumi
Archaeological Museum
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COLCHIAN AXE
Bronze. Decorated with engraved images of
stylized dog and current scroll ornament.
Height 17 cm. th-6th century BC.
Khikhadziri (Khulo).
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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COLCHIAMN AXE

Bronze. Decorated with engraved images of
stylized dog and geometrical arnament.
Height 17 cm, width of the blade 11 em.
8th-6th century BC.

Pushrukauli (Khula). Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani State Museum
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COLCHIAN AXE

Bronze. Decorated with

engraved images of stylized doE:
snake and geometrical ornament.
Size: 17x6CM:

gth-7th century BC.

whikhadziri (Khulo)-

Ajara Khariten .ﬁ.khvlediar‘li

state Museum
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BEADS

gamelian. Well-polished surface.
th-6th century BC.

'Ef:Etsi:hlauri (Kobuleti).
atumi Archaeological Museum
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RED-FIGURE
BELL CRATER
Zeus and winged Iris.
A460-430 BC.

32%27 cm. Pichvnari, Batumi
Archaeological Museum
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The Gold Treasury of the Batumi Archaeological Mu-
seum preserves a fine collection of the gold articles

of the Early Antique and Hellenistic Ages. They are

ained during the archaeclogical excava-

mostly obt
overed in Pichvnari ne-

tions. Majority of them is disc

cropolis, and smaller amount is found in Tsikhisdziri

cemetery. The gold articles of the Early Antique and
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BLACK-GLOSS MUG

Sth cerjrwry BC. 6,5%7 cm. Pic hvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

Hellenistic Ages are jewelry. They are temple or-
naments, earrings of different forms (radial, cres.
cent-shaped, with grooved globes and biconical
pendants, openwork and lion’s head earrings,
etc.), plain hoops and pendant hoops of stylized
animal’s head finials, different kind of necklaces
including plain and grooved beads, hemispheri-
cal and double volutes pendants, figured bead-
pendants in the form of ibex, birds and crescents
etc. Jewelry for hand is presented by gold plain
and engraved finger rings. In the 5th-4th cen-
turies BC the Colchian goldsmithery based an
strong local traditions reached the high [evsal af
development. The Colchian goldsmith's works
experienced certain influence of Achaemenid
and Greek Schools, but still mzaintained fts own
originality. Originality of the goldsmith art w=

¥
B
=

reflected in unigue forms characteristic anly
Colchis as well as in application of granulasd
as a ganeral technical means. The jawealny items
are abundantly decorated with
make the jewelry particularly attracs
beautiful. Local production is proveg with m
distribution of the replicas of silver, bronzs
golden items available for the breoad ooo
We come across the samples, mad

bronze, resembling gold articles. This ¢

expressed in the items discovered in the buriz
complexes,
Along with the gold jewelry, silver and bronze

bracelets placed into the graves are also ¢
sented in the Pichvnari and Tsikhisdziri buri-

ed with stylized representations of animals’

heads (mostly a ram, a calve, a snake). They
are solid cast. The finials around the relief heads
are adorned with engraved crisscross lines, cir-
cles, lines of triangles, dots. The bracelets, deco-
rated with the stylized animals’ heads are widely
spread in the Achaemenid and Greek world. The
rhyton-shaped earrings and torques should be
mentioned among the silver and bronze jewelry.

Both plain and decorated metal {electrum, silver,
S et rings found in the burial grounds
\ntigue and Hellenistic pericds form
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an interesting collection. These objects were
both jewelry and an insignia of authority. There
is a significant subject diversity of the images on
the bezels: Aphrodite and Eros, Hermes, god-
desses or female figures, representations of ani-
mals (a lion, a dog, a bird, a dolphin, a deer), and
objects (tall-stemmed kantharos, a shell, a pair
of rhyta with animal protomai, astral signs = ro-
sette, crescent, star). A bronze signet ring bear-
ing a portraitimage of Ptolemaic queen Berenice
| (died in 279 BC) should be highlighted. She was
worshipped as a divine. The bronze engraved-be-
zelled bracelets with astral signs and birds repre-
sentations, is unique. On one of the ring bezels
along with the image of a lion, Greek inscription
are engraved — XAIPE, which means “rejoice”
The iconography of the images on the bezels is
particularly important to understand local be-
liefs. A part of the engraved rings is the produc-
Hion of Greek workshops.

According to the archaeological materials of Pi-
chvnari and Tsikhisdziri cemeteries it is obvious
that the necklaces of glass beads and bead pen-
dants are the most popular in the Early Antigque
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FINGER RING
Engraved bezel. Bird, rosette and cresce:t.m
cjjyver. 3rd century BC, 2,2 €M, b?zei 1,8%1,6 cm.
pichvnari. Batumi archaeological Museum
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and, especially, the Hellenistic Ages. Glass beads
are also used as a pendant for earrings. Both
monochrome and pelychrome, multi-coloured
or so-called eye-beads and mosaic beads are
also observed. The beads, made of semi-pre-
cious stones (amber, jet, agate, carnelian) are
less frequently found. The shape of glass beads
and bead pendants is especially diverse. Beads
in shape of ring, sphere, rhombus, conical, bi-
conical, pyramide, cylinder and tube are also
brought to light. The glass bead pendants with
the images of dolphin, amphoriskos, heart, jug,
bird, as well as human’'s face and a mask attract
particular interest. In the Late Hellenistic Age the
gilt beads of glass are commaon. The East Medi-
terranean area is considered to be the place of
manufacture of glass beads and bead pendants.

The Pichvnari comparatively rich burial coam-
plexes of the middle and second half of the fifth
century BC reveal the following Toreutic items:
silver bowls, bronze jugs, ladles, filters, skyphos,
kantharos, strigils and situlae. Three bowls with
omphalos (hollow boss in the centre) are disco-
vered. All of them are ornamented: one of them
is decorated with vertical flutes, another — with
relief concentric circles, stylized palmettes and
almond-shaped projections. A sample of high
artistry is the third bowl, the body of which is
decorated with relief (almond-like projections)
and engraved stylized images of lotus-flower, pal-
mette, ovolos. Similar bowls are widely spread in
the Iranian-Greek world in the 6th-5th centuries
BC. Silver phialai appear to be of Greek manufac-
ture, under some Achaemenid influence. Some
bronze wvessels mainly associated with wine
drinking - ocinochoe-like jug, ladle (kyathos) and
filter, skyphos are often disco-vered together.
The bronze jug is decorated with engraved pal-
mette and lotus flower at the end of a handle.
The handles of the ladles (kyathos) and filters
have swan’s head finials. Beak of the swan with
nostrils, eyes, feathers is represented vividly.
The bronze filters were used for wine filtering.
A hanger is soldered to the opposite part of a
handle. Bronze and iron strigils discovered in Pi-
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chvnari burial were associated with palaestra.
Plain disk-shaped mirrors, most of which once

had wooden handles, constitute another group
of ancient toreutics.
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ALEXAMNDER THE GREAT. TETRADRACHM
Heracles/Zeus. 336-323 BC.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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BLACK-FIGURE ALABASTRON :
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The Greek painted pofttery exposed at Batum
Archaeological Museum and Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani State Museum is Athens’ or Attic
workshops production. Chronologically they are
dated within the second guarter of the fifth cen-
tury and mid-fourth century BC. The collection
invalves the vases of black-figure, Late-Archaic,
Early-Classical, Classical and Late-Classical red-
figure style. As the result of special studies the
separate samples and groups were attributed to
the workshops and in some cases to individual
painters (Beldam Painter workshop, St. Valen-
tine’s Class, Athena-Bowdoin Painter, Niobid
Painter, Polignotos Group).

Remarkable sample of the collection is Crater
of Niobid Painter, master of Early-Classical free
style, one of the renowned representatives of
the school, which follows and imitates the monu-
mental painting.

Black gloss pottery, both plain and decorated,
belongs to a separate category of fine ware. Es-
pecially rich and diverse material of black gloss
pottery is provided by the Pichvnari necropolis,
were almost all the typological groups of vase-
shapes are discovered: cinochoe, mug, skyphos,
kylix, bolsal, cup, bowl, lekanis, lekythos, ampho-
riskos, hydria, guttus etc. For the decoration of
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FINGER RING

Intaglio. Hermes.

Gold. 5th century BC.
Ring height 2 cm,

bezel 1x0,4 cm.
Pichvnari. Batumi
Archaesclogical Museum
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FINGER RING
Intaglic.

Aphrodite and Eros.
Electrum.

S5th century BC.
Ring height 2 cm,
bezel 1,05 cm.
Pichvnari. Batumi
Archaeological
MMuseum

black gloss pottery different techniques are used:
ribbing and relief work, incised and stamped
patterns. Amaong the decoration motifs are: pal-
mette, rosette, meander, lotus, ovole. Impressed
ornaments are sometimes connected with arcs,
surrounded by circles, etc.

The polychrome core-made perfume vessels
represent one of the most interesting collections
of the Batumi Archaeological Museum. They
were widespread in the Classical world., They
are widely discovered in Pichvnary burials of the
sth-4th centuries BC. A few polychrome glass
perfume vessels were also found in the Tsikhis-
dziri burial ground. The collection includes all the
regular shapes: aryballoi, amphoriskoi, oinocho-
ai and alabastra, as well as Kohl-tube, perhaps
from northeastern Iran. They are featured with a
range of bright colors including opalescent dark
blue, dark olive and white. The threads of yel-
low, light blue, turquoise, white and purple were
used for the ernamentation. Among the decora-
tions we see zigzag, festoon, feather forms and
the décor of one or several colored strips. The
plain vessel without decorations is rare. The
polychrome glass perfume vessels were made in
the workshops of East Mediterranean region.
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The local pottery production forms the major-
ity of the grave inventory. Colchian vessels are
distinguished with the refined proportions and
elegance of decorations. The spread forms are:
one-handle jugs, pitchers, pots, bowls, tubular-
handled jugs, the so-called Pichvnarian jugs.
Among the decoration metifs could be observed:
bands of notches and knobs, vertically arranged
almond eyes or disco-form images, triangles
composed of dots, plant, wavy and herringbone
ornaments, horizontal strips composed of dots,

vertical flutes and relief ribs.

The samples of coroplastics are discovered in
the burial complexes of Pichvnari among the
grave goods of the 5th century BC. Two of them
belong to the range of enthroned goddesses
and seem to be the image of Demeter. They
are, probably, made in one and the same work-
shop. The image of a Standing Goddess, which
is likely to hold a flower in her hand, belongs
to the sculptures of pest-Aphrodite group. One
more terracotta figure with the image of god-
dess Demeter is considered to be a sample of
the Early Classic, the so-called “severe style”
period (460s BC). The signs of characteristic
ta both Archaic and Early Classical period are
merged in it. The terracotta figurines of turtle
and boar, discovered in Tsikhisdziri necropolis,
are connected with the cult of Demeter.

The Batumi Archaeological Museum preserves
the oldest copper coin of Aegina which was
found by chance and therefore it is unknown
where exactly it was found. The electrum
Cyzicenes of the beginning of the 5th century
BC were found in the Pichvnari Hoard of coins as
well as in the graves. These coins performed the
function of interlocal coins in 6th-4th centuries
BC. The Colchis started coinage at the beginning
of the fifth century. From the Sth centu ry BC the
custom of burying the dead with a coin the so-
called “Charon’s obol” is attested in Pichvnari.
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particular was used for this purpose. Among the
unique discoveries are the smallest fractions of a
Colchian drachm — hemitetratemoria. In general,
Sinopean coins appear to have been widespread
in Colchis. The most abundant finds have been
made in Pichvnari. In Pichunari was also found
the hoard of Sinopean coins together with Col-
chian ceins, which is preserved in the Ajara Khari-
ton Akhvlediani State Museum. Coins of the Pon-
tic cities such as Panticapasum and Mymphaeum
should be mentioned among the foreign coins as
well. To the most important discoveries we can
also attribute the copper coin of Syracuse and the
tetradrachm of Alexander the Great, preserved in
the Batumi Archaeological Museum. These coins
were discovered in the territory of Ajara, but the
exact place is not known.
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CRESCENT-SHAPED EARRINGS
Gold. 5th century BC,

Height 6 cm. Pichwvnari.

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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GROOVED-GLOBE EARRINGS
Gold. 5th century BC.

Height 5 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumni Archaeological Museum
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RADIAL EARRING

Gold. 5th century BC.

Height 3,5 cm. Pichwnari,
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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GROOVED-GLOBE EARRINGS
Gold. 5th century BC.
Height 4,7 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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NECKLACE
Pendants of coupled
. . double volutes and beads. Gold.
636I3AHIMBS>ANLIZIAN LOINRIZN NG " : 5th century BC. Pendant 1,5x1 em. Pichvnari.
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CRESCENT-SHAPED PENDANTS
Gold. 4th century BC.

Diam. 1,5 cm, 2 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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OPENWORK EARRINGS

Gold. 5th century BC.

Height & cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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MNECHKLACE. FIGURED

BEAD PENDAMNTS (IBEX, BIRDS) AND BEADS
Gold. 5th century BC.

Figures size: 2x1,5 cm, 1x1 cm,

Pichwnari. Batumi Archasological Museum
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PENDANT HOOPS WITH STYLIZED
ANIMAL'S HEAD FINIALS
Gold. Sth century BC.
2,3X2 ¢m, 3,5%3 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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NECKLACE. CRESCENT-SHAPED
PENDANTS AND BEADS

Gold. 5th century BC.

Pendant height 2,5 cm. Pichvnari.
Baturni Archaeoclogical Museum
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MECKLACE. HEMISPHERICAL
PENDANT AND BEADS

Gold. 5th century BC.

Pendant diam. 1,2cm. Pichvnark.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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CRESCENT-SHAPED EARRINGS
Gold. 3rd century BC. 2,3 cm. Tsikhisdzir!-
Batumi Archaeological Museu™
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BICONICAL PENDANT EARFIINE“

Gold. 3rd century BC. Height 2,5 ‘;m
Pichvnari. Batumi Archaeological pAUSE
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LION HEAD EARRINGS
Gold. 3rd century BC.
2X1,5 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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BICONICAL PENDANT EARRINGS
Gold, glass. 3rd century BC.
Height 2,5 ¢m. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum TS
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Silver, 5th century B -
Height 2,5 €m. pichwnari-
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BRACELETS WITH CALVE'S
HEAD FINIALS

Silver. 5th century BC.

7.5X%5 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archasological Museurm

LaasEAaN 306400 o300

[ L T Fo | a3aMLakIIadanon
gafgbenn. dg . V L 3mBa-

7X5,5 ba. %nt}aﬁaﬁn.

Bacradols m‘ﬁdamﬂ-m&nﬂﬁn Hﬁﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂn

BRACELET WITH RAM'S HEAD FINIALS
Silver. 5th century BC.

7%5,5 cm. Pichvnari,

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum

Lo3sEIEIAN (MO0 Ma3nb
L& N BIST0 &haﬂhhb‘ﬂﬂ?ﬂi‘:ﬂaﬁm
aafiybeoo. dg.b. vV L aaBa:

6,244.4 LE. Q}n;jﬂﬁaﬁn.

Baormdnls aﬁjammmanﬂﬁn gmbydo

BRACELETS WITH STYLIZED
ANIMAL HEAD FINIALS

silver. 5th century BC.

5,2¥4,4 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum




Badha

5#‘“63{-}-"".
a:;gni.’-m.}arw"m'!
babarrenfin

d3.5. ¥ bomyaby.
bodseapag 32,5 ba.
Sndabaa, aganls
Bamngeb sbamamaabol
Labgmmmdnl 30bymdn

LADLE
Bronze. Handle with
swan'’s head finial.

5th century BC.

Height 32 5cm. Pichvnari.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani
State Museum

JNE2030
ainbggam.

dg.B. Il Lo by

8,8x8,6 LA, mngabatin,

agafiob batngmb sbgmgmnabols
Lh.)bﬂ;:smbﬂl,s a-ﬂ"ﬂgaﬂan

KYLIX
Bronze. 3rd century BC.
B,8X8,6 cm. Pichvnari.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani
State Museum

2Mdn
< aﬁnﬁzam.
da.b. WV L :
15,7%186,5 ?JE. rﬂnﬁ?ﬁjgi?
agamnly bafngmb
sbzmgmnabnl
Labaemdals dmhayman

UG
Bronze. Sth century BC.
15,7%16,5 cm. Pichvnari.
Ajara Khariton Akhwvledian
State Museum

LaEdeE0n
anmoboagasbs Labgrenfn. SmnBgpam.
dg.B. V bampmby. 26,5212,4 L. mngdgbatin.
agarinb bafingmb sbgrogeenabals
Liabgermdals Sabamdn

FILTER
Bronze. Handle with swan's head finial.
Sth century BC, 26,5X12 4 cm. Pichvnari.
Ajara Khariton Akhviediani State Museum
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£20300MLIB0

dogmnan@aero bgomnb,

Gnenbmfamn, gadobnd@dnfinakn,
aefigmbosbn, damdggal m@Ea8gbgnm-
d3.6. V bamgmbals 8gmmg Babggatn.
bn8sgemy 18 1@, 11,5 La. goggbafn.
BaoraBols sfgdgmeomgnmin 8xbgndo

LEKYTHOI

Black-figure, cylinder body, bowl-mouth,
white-ground, with vertical palmettes.

~- psecond half of 5th century BC.
. Height 18 ecm, 11,5 cm, Pichvnari.
atumi Archaeological Museum

SNOIEBNAVSIE0
s&0aEMLILIAA0 22300MLD

3

RED-FIGURE

SOUAT LEKYTHOS

A female figure sitting in a chair

and a stylized floral ornament.
Fourth quarter of the Sth century BEC.
13%8 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeological Museum

BLACK-GLOSS ASKOS

5th centuny BC.

Height 7 cm. Pichvnari.

Baturni Archaeological Museum




O0E0L LESSIIGN

Boby Swasin JorrmdgHonls
333mbabragds.
dmb@anmmpadal wamen.
dg.B. V bom by,

Ln8ameng 31 b3, gngqbotin.
saminl afdgmemaonco
dabyman

TERRACOTTA FIGURINE
Standing Goddess.
Post-Aphrodite group.

Sth century BC.

Height 31 em. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museurmn

56

MNBAL LESETIGB0

Bebgby Sxmin
Joemedghon @gdgdmy.

d3.5. ¥ Lomynby-

Ln8smeng 19,5 L8, gogabafio.
Bacrgdel afdgmmeaonto
dmbamda

TERRACOTTA FIGURINE
Enthroned Goddess Demeter.
5th century BC.

Height 19,5 cm. Pichwnari.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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353B03IGIE0 MOBMLMND 333BOBIGILN (06MLMOS
smmbnebo bgmatn @ ghﬂE‘"" ?ﬁﬁm JornmdgFan h“d‘ﬂﬁ“‘bﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬁ*
dg.B. V b dofiggemo Babygafin: s 1;‘1%3‘:“ E"Eﬁﬂg‘:ﬁ“'
15,5X9,5 La. gn;jasaﬁw amhmaﬁf > s il
daovmdnls "ﬁdﬂmﬂmaﬂﬂﬁ" &ﬂi’ﬂ"ﬂ 0 : Pk sfjgmemmanyfn Bnbgmdn

BLACK-FIGURE OINOCHOE

BLACI(-FIEHRE OINOCHOE
: dess descending towards an altar.

Rider wit a;-stt{:k and a horse. _ 08
First half of the 5th century BC. g . 2 cm. h:hmﬂ:itunr o

: : em. pichvnarl ] R h ' .sh:al l'..-'luseum
Batumi agical Museum , 8

S8
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ENM I BN TSI JOEM ML
5t VMalentin-nl jomalin.
d38gpeos gfnbydag aabmaggtyemn
agmdg@fonmmn mtbalgbgno.
dy.6. VW Lampmbg. 11X8,7 La.
gpngabarin. dsevmdnl
qr":l_jar"lq:"rﬂ&nﬂr:ln dy'bymda

RED-FIGURE KANTHAROS
5t. Valentine Class.
Decorated with geometric

grnament in friezes.

Sth century BC. 11X8,7 cm.

Pichvmar. Batumi

Archaeological Museum

EOMIEBN3VAEITN LAOBMLO

| oo Brmobbemmab lﬁ@mﬂ-ﬁb Bmmals.
353B0BVGIEN F0BNSSIHIN LIOBIL0. Bl 6“””“*bﬂm“b”°ﬂmﬂ,¢£ Bgmanbgn. B,5X9,5 LA.

dg.6. V Lo ybolb d

dg.b. W baggbab dnfMgama Babpgatia. Lndagyms 5 L8, anjﬂshﬁ“- Bacvmdoks bﬁdﬂmm‘-manﬂﬁn Bbymdn

ggnbobdafin. dsowdnls s dammmana®n Smbyndn
RED-FIGURE GLAUX [OWL) SKYPHOS
Anmr secand gquarter of the 5th century BC. 8,5%9,5 cm.
First half of the 5th century BC. Height 5 cm. 3 Joe e
Tsikhisdziri. Batumi Archaeological Museum Ic
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2230MML0

Haagn&ﬂﬁﬂ@n Lgneanls, Bnﬂnﬁgﬁa@n.
2z08nbndMinfnsbn, oyofigmbnabn,
Jaenda ol ev@badnbdno.

dg-B. V Loy ybobs 8gmeg dgmabaen.
bodameey 22,1 LA, anggbafin.

daormnly aMdgmmmanyae BaBymdo

LEKYTHOS

Black-figure, cylinder body,
bowl-mouth, white-ground,

decorated with meander and palmettes.
second quarter of the 5th century BC.
Height 22,1 cm. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeological Museum

222300MLI2N

3sggoanfgen bdnemeb, gnesnbegere.
baggadnfolbgdmdnfnsbn.

d3.B. V bagmggbals 8gmm,g Bnmmbgmo.
bnBaggmy 16-18 L. gnggbsfin. (gnbolidnfn.
damydal afggmmmmanmhn by

LEKYTHOI

Black-figure, cylinder body,
Chimney-mouth.

second guarter of the 5th century BC.
Height 16-18 cm. Pichvnari, Tsikhiseziri.
Batumi Archaeoclogical Museum




L2330MAL0

Boorgreggnan™gern,
(yoemnbfyemn.
gyfionmbabn mgoegds gmbn
bamdn dadbamne. da.B. 460.
bndagemy 18 bE. gnggbarmn.
daomdol s dgmemanno
dnbymdn

LEKYTHOS
Red-figure, cylinder body.
Winged goddess Eos with a torch
in the hand. 460 BC,
Height 18 em. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

L3300MML0
Boogaragngngeme,
(znenobmfmmn.
amambs dmmoml amadadgaly,
dg.B. V bamymbal dgmenkyy
dgmmbgmn. LM. 8bagamnl
bobaembibo,
LoBacoeng 14,5 La.
andgbafin. daacmdnls
stadgmenmanygo Babymdn

LEKYTHOS
Red-figure, cylinder body.
A girl playing a ball.
Last Decades of the 5th century,
L.M. Painter's workshop .
Height 14,5 cm.
Pichvnari. Batumi
Archaeological Museum

933870 Jaen J0ea0

dnB. V L0600

BLACK-GLOSS KYLIX ‘ :
sth century BC. 6,4%20,7 cm. Pichunari,

patumi archaeclogical Museum

6 4X20,7 L3. modqbamn.

65



B33BOBDATE JOOIN

Bbgeermobs @ (abnbaddpddmeea gferol aodmbabmemgdam.
da.B. V Lagaby. 9X8 L4, mngsbamn.

Bomegdnb sfdgmemanyfio gabandn

BLACK-FIGURE KYLIX

A guadriga drawn by a warrier.

5th century BC. 9%8 cm. Pichvna ri.
Batumi Archasslogical Museum

ENOIIESBI3TAIE0 BOANLIBG0 3AISIG0
Hrgbn s ghombsba nfiabo. dg.B. 460-430.
32%27 L. mndgbatn. dsoydnk sfdgmmmangia Sabyndn

RED-FIGURE BELL-CRATER

A winged Iris filling a kantharos held by

an enthroned Zeus . 460-430 BC.

32%27 cm. Pichvnari. Batumi Archaeological Museum

&7
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BENMIEGN3IEIEN JAddd

Bomanmadak dbagafol Bfig. mesben. dg-b G.
@nggbatin. sgefnl batngmb sbgmgmnabol Labge

RED-FIGURE CRATER WITH MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES
About 450 BC. Height 49,5 cm, rim diam. 49 em.

Niobid Painter workshop.
a Khariton Akhvlediani State hAusEum

Pichwnari. Ajar
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ENMICIBNATSIEN JaadIsA0 aD0MEMANTA0 LEBIEIanm
Bnmancgﬂi'}nl: be@aﬁnh EFEJ.

byme mEnthn: baboggsfnemm dnmnabgdols mn Liynbs.

Boba dbarmy — Gmadn: 5. Fmdmbabo adnmn I:mgl::];_:il_m} G.}ﬁ-‘-ﬁhﬁna dobigogals
a>daaoen doerb (gemgBobl- 8sGxabog asdiapme ™o Jamels geanms.

&. 30bs dbamy — Ggsdo: afombabo JsmmigGon (gmbn) Bamisbbag dobogal
fobanob gadib (3gg@eenmbb); BoMgabog asdaomme 8gmmyg Rabansbn Fadem 3ol
eyna .

danes @mnbo: Bobs dbafnhy a@embab adedn Bxmmdsma Endimmndmbn
borndn gnsmmam @ cagosggdom mdnEmgbs s jmmab 3mkab. 30
dbamygby mobmogm@osbo gm83mbogns beddmbambnl L3 nboon: Eobdhndhy
Bo8mBmmmnmmn 8585353930 s Baoin godmomman Jamgdo.

wasben, d3.6. 450, bodomemy 49,5 L3, dnmob Eoad. 49 Ly,

mngabamn. sdamnb baﬁn@}rﬁﬁ sbgmmgmnsbals Labnmmmdnk dun by

RED-FIGURE CRATER WITH MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES

Miobid Painter workshop.

Upper frieze: two scenes of pursuit.

Front —middle; A, a youth with a spear (Theseus) pursues a girl (Helen) on the

left.. On the right two figures of women runnung away. B. Back — middle: a winged
goddess (Eos) pursues to the left a youth with a lyre (Cephalus). On the right, the
running figure of another youth with a lyre.

Lower frieze: in the front, Triptolemus seated in a winged chariot, holding a phial
and wheat ears berween Demeter and Kore. At the back — 2 four-figure composition
with a Symposium scene: men lying on couches and women entertaining them.

About 450 BC. Height 49,5 cm, rim diam. 49 cm.
Pichvnari. Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum
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RED-FIGURE SOQUAT LEKYTHOI
with palmettes. First half of the 4th century BC.
Height 7-12 cm. Pichwnari. Batumi Archasological Museum

BNOICBOBTSIEN SH03ILMLOLIBAH) &
Jomg@nb asdmbsbygengdnen. d3.6. IV b 3n¢

LnAsgeng 7-12 L3. goggbstn. Bom-g
B 73
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E0MIZINATATEN
o025 DMLOLIAAN SAINMMLIAN
msgbsdam@sgnsbn Japmnls enagals [aﬁmwhnh—;ﬂmhag‘mb
LzoBs) ma ggdsdnb gsdmbsbummndgde.
dg.B. 1V Lo ymbBia. hﬁﬂbq@ﬂ 6 L3, n:_l:;n;jaﬁ-bl'::n_
Saorndnl afgdammanmin dabyndn

RED-FIGURE SQUAT LEKYTHOI
with the images of a woman's head wearing a head-dress
{Anodos-rising scenes) and a whale.
4th century BC. Height 6 cm. Pichvnari,
Batumi Archaeological Museum

BOMITTENATLI0
BNeNER&HIE0N
E23300ML0
ok a.:ﬁng‘-ahnh lagzqpba.
dg.B. 460-430. Ledsmemy 35 bd.
qngdabatin. Baavyiinl
sfdgmenmagrgio Sgbgao

RED-FIGURE
CYLINDER LEKYTHOS
Warrior's farewell scene. .
460-430 BC. Height 35 cm. Pichwnar
Batumi Archaealogical Museum
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dogmnaafamn Loeob, goemnbefgeme, gadoligdfdntinsba,
mgofiggmbnsbn, bymmb §mgob mAbadgbgno.
dg.B. V bsm Bl dgmeig 8gmobamn.
dammadnb 8ba@gfinl babgenmbibm.
Lbndsepemg 15-19.5 bd. oyndqbotin. daovndnls sfdgmenmaomn ubgnda

LEKYTHOI i
Black-figure, cylinder body, white- ground, decorated with ivy patterns.
Middle dmdes_qf‘tﬁg ;th century BC. Beldam Painter workshop.
Height 15‘;@;5;{@.{;?@!;?1. Batumi Archaeological Museum
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BOMISBNAVAIN0 AT&IL0

Lk (] gramidals aragels
a,nam:l.:fnma B ba@nBafao.

d3.5. IV Lemgnba 6,678,5 La. ﬂnﬁaﬁaﬁn.

BsorgBab SgmErarde Fybygle

RED-FIGURE GUTTUS _
with a strainer and a spout In
form of a lion's head.
Ath century BC. 6,6%8,5 cm. pichwnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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03T HANS6N LIINMMLIBN
dg.6. V bagynby. boBagmy 7,5-9 L8, eyngabatin.
dacrndals bﬁdﬂmﬂ:’ma”ﬂﬁ” ﬁ-@‘bﬂ-ﬂan

BLACK-GLOSS LEKYTHOI
Sth century BC, Height 7,5-8 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

BHIETSI0060 28BMA0LIMLT

dg.5. ¥ baymba

Lnfameny 14 L8, eyngfabato.
&aonyydnb g eammmanTHn gbgmdn

BLACK-GLOSS AM PHORISKOS
sth century BC. :

Height 14 cm, Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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dg.B. IV 3nMggcmn Babggefin:

hna‘m" "'5_15_-? 8. ﬂnﬂﬁﬁbﬁﬂr
mmannhe 8908

¢m. Pichvnari-
ogical Museum

hqnba%mﬁﬁaﬂgﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬂ- :

e 4th century BC.

SENBIEMLOLIZEN ©93001MLIZ0

o
g 3B0aNEmesn, Sgsbmmaldm@agnsbn beeglom.

B
38 IV boggmBals 3nfggemn Bsbygan.
E 8-11,5 LB. gnggbarin.
B *hgamepmaegfo Sgbygde

YTHO! .

e, with meander motif bands.
£éntury BC. Height 8-11,5 cm
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dg.6. V b ammm dnmenbinmn

= IV b 3nMmggen sobBenpmegdo.
7X9.4 1d. mndabafin. agafinl
bamngmb sbarmgmonabols
Labneomdnb Sabymdn

RED-FIGURE ASKOS
Representations of a

confronted athletes .

Last quarter of the 5th century
-first decades of the 4th century BC.
7X9.4 em. Pichvnari. Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani 5tate Museum




333530060 JSeMom ML
da.E. v haﬁdﬂﬁu.

bndacopmy 10,6 L3, goggbatin.
E}qm'ﬂﬂnh aﬁdﬂm@maﬂﬂﬁ'& 33?}3‘33-1

BLACK-GLOSS KANTHAROS
4th century BC.
Height 10,6 cm. Pichwnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

a3 H3NGEN JOEMamMLO
dg-B. IV Lo 396y,
6X2,5 Ld. (snbalida@o.
BoargBols sdgemeaam@in 3gbyydo

BLACK-GLOSS KANTHAROS
ath century BC.

EX2,5 cm. Tsikhisdziri.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

=]

1]
FH3CTHINSEN Jasmaeail
BaBygneadacn dgehs jengh Janbidasbo mﬁfgﬁw
53.5. v haﬂd-ﬂﬁn. 12,5478 L3, @nds j

Lol ﬂ'ﬂ‘bﬂﬁﬁl‘b
agatols Bafmnirb sharmgmasbals L sty
BLACK-GLOSS KANTHAROS
Double handles with Heraciear_i knats,_
ath century BC. 12,5){?,3‘cm. Pichwnari.
ajara Khariton Akhviediant State PALISELIM
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0NLOL 2Mdn
azamm dogdobs @o gm3gdnls bamgyemndnm
3-6. V boygaby. Lndamemyg 13 LA, modqbatin .
Baorgals sfggmemmanm@a 8abgmao *

. POTTERY JUG
Decorated with ba

of notches and knobs.
ht 13 em. Pichvnari.

HUHANTNSEN 2MA0 I g CHE

dg.B. IV Lo 3By, bodsmag 21 LA, gngabain.

Baovglb sggmeemgogio dabygde

TUBULAR-HANDLED POTTERY G
4th century BC. Height 21 cm. Pichvnari.
paturmi Archaeological Museum

233330060 ADESTLO
dg.B. 1l Ly 3aBy. 9%3,4 Ld. (gobabdafin.

BacrmBnb addgmenmaegie Bgbygde

BLACK GLOSS GUTTUS
3rd century BC. 9%3,4 cm. Tsikhisdziri,
Batumi Archaeological Museumn
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338 ygmas Bgdaligdgen
Somrenmgéne.

dg.6. V bawyoby.
bndapmeag 13-14 L3,

godabatin. dsovgdols
ﬁﬁdﬂ”ﬂ"’“’aﬁﬂﬁn a‘ﬂ%ﬂman

POTTERY JUGS
Decorated with almond
eyes relief images.
Sthcentury BC.
Height 13-14 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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OMENIM0 M0
da.B. M Las,gmbo.
bnameng 13,5 L3, mnggbatin.
Bacrpinly s dgrenmany®o dabyrmda

IONIAN OLPE
Sth century BC.
Height 13,5 cm. Pichwvnari.
Batumni Archaeeclogical Museum

0L 20
Brongeon bamgdegem dmbs@meo
Ai3pbergme mmbdgbgnm
(ag08mabs ms bighmb geoomgdn,
yegomade, yuGidbol 3@ga6gdn).
da.6. Il bamgnba:

17,546 L. soggbsrin.
agafinl bafagmb abgemamoabnls

Lsbgmmanl dnbynde

POTTERY JUG
Red paint plant ornament
{fern and ivy leaves, flowers,
bunches of grapes).
3rd century BC.
17,5%6 cm. Pichvnari.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani
State Museum

29
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IONIAN POTTERY
] ry BC,

NMENDA0 FDARFIENN
da.B. ¥ Iwmﬁﬂ. 9x10,5 Ld. mnsgbafn.
El::.{rrﬂ{lnb aﬁdnmmm&nﬂﬁn Hﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂn

IONIANM POTTERY
Sth century BC, 9X10,5 cm, Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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g %35 1V Loy,
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NMeNIH0 ANE&NLIOL0
bags Boongenn Bnpagdao,
dg.B. V barmyaba-
Ledsmeng 11 bE. angabatin.
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IONIAN HYDRISKOS
with plain red bands.
Sth eentury BC. Height 11 cm. Pichvnari.
Baturmi Archaeological Museum
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BIHIERN ANENL LIEICTLS(ILIAETIIAN
(FI0EMBMOIa0n)

d3.6. V bomgmby. Lodameng 9 LA mogabarin,

Soormdnls s nmenena nanfin dabymdn

POLYCHROME GLASS PERFUME VESSELS
(OINOCHOAI)
sth century BC. Height 9 cm. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

BIGHOEN ANBNL LHEITLIBEIALTITAN
(38BMANLIMLIAN)
dz.6. V La 8-
Lodameg 6-7 La. myrdgBatin.
Sacnmdols afdampmao@o Sqbgpde

BIAIN ANENL LaBISLaGkIam
(33BM&SOLIMLO)
dg.B. ¥ Loy 3B,
LnBamy 6,5 L. sodabamn,
Sacndal nﬁldammmaﬂﬂﬁm dabgnda

POLYCHROME GLASS PERFUME VESSELS
(AMPHORISKO!)
S5th century BC. Height 6-7 cm. _PLch:ﬂni!.um
Batumi Archaeclogical Mu

POLYCHROME GLASS PERFUME VESSELS

(AMPHORISKOS)
Sth century BC, Height 6,5 em. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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TISSEN 3060 LOEILaGkIaI0a0

(S ESLEAMEIAN)

d3.6. M ba'ﬂdﬂﬁa. bﬁﬂam;} 9-10 L3, ndabatmn.
Sacrydols 3 dgrmmeaomFio dbgmdn

POLYCHROME GLASS PERFUME VESSELS

(ALABASTRA)
Sth century BC. Height 9-10 cm, Pichvnari,

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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S0 0600 LoBIELOGEIBETIIA0
i (AN MLIB0)
dg.6. V bamyabyg. LnBsmeg 5-6 L8,
gyobabidnfin. gndabafio

Bacvydnks afdgmenmannn Bhymin

ESSELS
CHROME GLASS PERFUME WV
o (ARIBALLOI)
Sth century BC. Height 5-6 crp.
Teikhisdziri. Pichvnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum




JMZEDS0 BabI3omEmadanasn
agFibenn. da.6. V-Ill bagrmbggde.

J0%BNI0L LEIEIHIEN
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&Fingmbo cwbbng byrdn/fadmaamo jomMage.

c angabafn, Saevgdnl
gmadéFmde. d3.6. 480-450. gogabamn,
doorpdals »Mdgmemmanyg®o Snbynda sfiggmemmargfin Sabyadn
COLHIAN HEMIDRACHM
Tympiia/lotmern Archalzing human head/Bull’s head.
Nymp Clite/Incuse square. Sth-3rd century BC. Pichvnari

Triton holding a fish/Incuse square. Batumi archaeclogical Museumn
Electrum. 480-450 BC. Pichvnari.

Batumi Archaeological Museum

LOBMIIEN REITD
Bndgal cogn/ofibingn @egbbY.
dg.5. 360-320. gyggbeie.
Boamfals segmemmang@e Sgbyglo

SINOPEAN DRACHM
mymph of sinope/Eagle over dolphin
350-320 BC. Pichwnari.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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in the 1st century AD Colchis became a part of Asia
pinor province of Rome. This provided its long po-
litical, trade-economic and cultural relations with
these regions. such relations had deep roots in the
Hellenistic and earlier ages as well. Since then West

Georgia was within the area under the influence of

roman culture.
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The articles of three important Hoards (Ganiog,
Makho, Kapandibi), including the accidentally
found gold items of the 1st century AD, are ex-
hibited in the Gold Fund of the Batumi Archaeo-
logical Museum. These collections include the
samples of jeweler work and toreutics. They are:
jewelry (gold plaited chains, bracelets, broeches,
buckles and pendants, gold and amber beads),
the items connected with clothes (buttons), gold
and silver vessels, cover decoration gold plates
and head of the standard. From the collections
the figurine of a naked youth is one of the re-
markable items, which is considered to be a
representation of Dioscur-Cabire-Corybant and
served a cult or ritual function.

Among the gold artifacts unique is gold roundel
with the representation of beasts fighting. Feline
predater attacks a goat-like animal. The figures
and edges of roundel are richly adorned with in-
lay of different shapes of red and greenish-blue
glass pastes. Animals’ fur is represented by indi-
rect notches, wavy or thin longitudinal lines. Go-
nio roundel has very close parallels with artifacts
of the Sarmatian or Polychrome Animal Style of
the 1st BC—2nd AD. For this style it is charac-
teristic to decorate the buckles of clothes and
harness of a horse {phalerae) with the scenes of
animal fight, in which the stylized image of ani-

mals is matched to naturalistic representation of
separate details,

From the typological and artistic-stylistic view-
point to one group of gold jewelry belong the
decorative rectangular or crescent-shaped gold
buckles with three or four chains ending in small
discs of the Gonio and Kapandibi Hoards. The
buckles are decorated with stones, glass paste
inlay, granules and relisf figures (a rider, a bird,
a lion). Supposediy. they were used as a hair or
garment decoration. Stylistically they are close
to the samples of Colchian goldsmithery of the
Early Antique Age and the symbols of images on
them (a rider, birds, rosette) are connected with
the Colchis artistic-cultural world.

sbndbeno bmﬂdaﬂ@;}&nbmgﬂh Badabomdma-
g00,  ©3M0930: sgdarrgmn  mgemdymggde
@5 (330000 wbgor dgdgmds. gsdmoddqmns
gmbabgds, Gmd gb dormmgdo mogbsd gommb
Es@Amamagbms. 833enggeficn sbfoo, smbad-
Gyemo Lad jamendo dbo@amam-bEnrmobgnm
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Lagyatmboab.
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A great part of the items of the Late Antique Age,
exhibited in the museums of Ajara is obtained

during the archaeological excavations. They are:
pottery and glass ware, finger rings with en-
graved gem stones, numerous numismatic finds,

bronze and terracotta cil lamps, statuettes.
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GLASS RIBEED BOWL
1st-2nd century AD. Height 6 cm. Gonio.
Gonio-Apsaros Archa eological-Architectural
Museum-Reserve
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: 7.8 L.

Height 7,8 cm. 1st-3rd century AD.

Gonio treasure.

Ratumi Archaeological Museum
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GOLD BRACELETS

1st-3rd century AD.

X655 cm, 7,5X7 cm Gonio treasure.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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GOLD PLAITED CHAIN

1st-3rd century AD.

Length 62,5 cm, diam. 0.3 cm. Gonio treasura.
Batumni Archaeological Museum
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GOLD FENDANT WITH -

A REPR ESENTATION OF I:IF.I.I. ot

1st-3rd century AD. 5,4%4,9 cm. :anrm;m
Batumi Arch aeclogical pAuse

reasure.
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GOLD PLAITED CHAIN
1st-3rd century AD.
Length 62,5 cm, diam. 0,6 cm. Gonio treasure:
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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AMBER BEAD PENDANTS

1st-3rd century AD,
3,5%2,3 cm. Gonio Treasure.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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GOLD TWISTED BRACELET WITH STONE SETTINGS
1st-2rd century AD. Diam. & cm. Kapandibi Treasure,
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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Linear, glass inla¥-

1et-3rd century AD:

Width 0,8-1 cm. Gonig Treasure:
Batumi Archaeclogical puseurm
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GOLD BEADS
1st-3rd century AD.
2,3%1,5 cm. Gonio Treasure.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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GOLD BUCKLE

Decorated with stones, granules
and relief figures (rider, birds)
1s5t-3rd century AD

Height 5,4 cm. Gonio Treasure.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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GOLD STANDARD HEAD
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GOLD BUCKLE

Decorated with stones, granules and relief lion figure.
1st-3rd century AD. Height 5 em. Gonio Treasure.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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1st-3nd century AD. 4X3,5 cm. Kapandibi treasure. Batumi Arc

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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COVER DECORATION GOLD PLATES
1st-3rd century AD.
8X6,5 cm, 15,5X7 cm. Gonio Treasure,
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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COVER DECORATIONS
Linear, glass inlay,
1st-3rd eentury AD,
Width 1,2 cm. Gonio Treasy re.
Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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COVER DECORATION GOLD PLATE
1st=3rd century AD.

15,5X7 cm. Gonia Treasure.
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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TERRACOTTA LAMP
Molded relief of a high- stemmed v
background of 2 Reman sSpear
1st-2nd century AD. 3X10 cm, Gonia.
Goni 5aros
Archaeological-Architectyural
Museum-Reserve
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GOLD CRESCENT BUCKLE WITH PENDANTS
Glass setting and inlay, granulation. . .
1st-3rd century AD. 1 _ :

4%1,5 cm. Kapandibi treasure. "

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum
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BRONZE STATUETTE OF s RAPIS
Bust of a deity with 3 baskat

of plenty surmounting his heag,
Height 7,9 cm. 2nd century AD,
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TERRACOTTA LAMP
Molded relief
of erotic scene.
1st-2nd eentury AD.
39,5 cm. Gonio. Ajara
Khariton Akhwlediani
State Museum
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ROMAN BROMZE TRIPOD LAMP
With latin inscription.
Znd eentury AD. Height 15,3 cm. Gonio.

Gonio-Apsaros Archaeological-Architectural
Museum-Reserve
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DRACHM. GORDIAN 1l (238-244)

Bust of Imperar/Mount
Silver. Gonio, i

Batumi archaeological Museum

DRACHM. HADRIAN (117-138)
Bust of Imperor/Heracles club
silver. Ganio. Batumi
Archaeological Museum
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DRACHM. ANTONINUS PIUS (138-161)
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Silver. Gonio.

Batumi Archaeological Museum
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Medieval Geargian art ic directly connected with
Christianity. Liturgy monuments reflect the histori-
cal line of development of all spheres. The diverse
materials, which reflect the medieval Georgian cul-
ture and life, are preserved in the treasures of Ajara.
However, due to historical hardships, the samples of
Georgian goldsmith art, icon painting and miniatures
have not reached us.
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The monumental stone-crosses which are erected
in the open air, along with the marble, limestone
and bronze crosses are kept in the museums of
Ajara. They express the idea of worship to the
symbo! of Christianity for centuries. The Keda
Historical Museum preserves a bronze censer for
liturgy, dated by the Early Middle Ages, is an ex-
pression of the cultural relations between Geor-
gia and the Christian East. The relief sculptures,
the monuments with ernaments engraved on the
stone kept in the collections in the museums of
Ajara, represented the inseparated details of the
church architecture of the past and served to dis-
play definite Christian idea. The sculptural ele-
ments of Kaleta, Khinotsminda, and Chekhedana
churches reveal the artistic tasks of the medieval
plastic art. The bronze icon of Vernebi Church
with Panagia Eleousa preserved in the Batumi Ar-
chaeological Museum, is the only sample of metal
chasing art work of the developed Middle Ages
in Ajara. Fragments of Chekhedana church fresco
(17th century) present a single sample of monu-
mental wall painting.

The rich ethnographic collection of the Ajara
Khariton Akhviediani State Museum involves di-
verse samples of folk wood engraving, Georgian
embroidery, and needlework. The local artisans
were famous for artistic processing of wood. For
the construction material and preparation of
wood artistic produce they used the firm, strong
species of beech, chestnut, walnut and fir trees.
The Museum exhibits details of residential and
cult buildings that show high mastery. Ornaments
are made both with deep and graphic engraving.
The works are distinguished by clear, ordered
compositional structure, diversity of motifs, dy-
namic character of arnaments distribution, deco-
rative expresiveness, which are intensified by the
effects of colored paints. The doors brought from
Khino, Zendidi and Akho are samples of Georgian
wood engraving. The decorative motifs on the
doors —the images of the tree of life, borjgali sym-
bols, crosses, and vines reveal the centuries-old
Georgian tradition,

The need for permanent defense readiness of
Georgians caused development of the handicraft
of war equipment. The Ajara Khariton Akhviediani
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SMALL BELL

gronze. Diameter 3,3 cm.
11th-13th century:

village Maradidi.

Batumi Archaeelogical Museum

Hacmadl

Bmnbgom. wnsgdie 3.3 ba.

WXl baggymBagn. Lbarnors:
Bacmdnl aﬁjﬂmqﬂan—gtﬁn gmbyndn

SMIALL BELL

Bronze. Diameter 3,3 cm.
11th-13th century. ckhalta.
Batumi archaeclogical Museum

State Museum presents a full set of the warrior's

equipment — chain shirt, helmet, swords, guns,

pistols, and powder flasks. It is known that the

folk metallurgy was spread in the region. Agricul-

tural and military devices were prepared. A spe-
cial place in the museum treasure of Ajara is oc-
cupied by the collection of Georgian and foreign
{Caucasus, Turkey, lran, and Russia) weapons and
equipment. Among the Museum exhibits we see
the samples of decorative applied art of Mear and
Far East. The Museum funds keep Georgian, Rus-
sian, Armenian, Persian, and Arabian manuscripts
of the 19th and 20th centuries:
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SCULPTURAL HEAD FROM KHINOTSMINDA CHURCH
17%12.8%12,3 cm. Turn of 10th-11th century.
village Khino. patumi Archaeological Museum
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CEMNSER
Bronze, 8,8%6,1 cm, &th-7th century.

Eharaula, Keda Museum of History
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RELIEE WITH THE IMAGE OF MASTER
35X%24 em. Turn of 10th-11th century.

Village Kalotha. Ajara Khariton Akhvl ani State Museum
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BfcBrem. 6,8X6,9 bd. XIV-XV bywym69030.
bemmgee 3oMBodn. Baerndnls sfdammmansfa 3nbgman

CHASED ICON WITH THE IMAGE OF VIRGIN MARY
Bronze. 6,8X6,9 cm. 14th-15th century.
Village Viernebi. Batumi Archaeclogical Museumn

RId0mA0185 R3MH0L 35aMLILIIA00)
T7X61 L3, RIV-xXV leaen 36930,
bogame yg8gee.

sgerinb bafodmb shaemgmosbol
babgmmdals Sabaymdn

ORNAMENT WITH THE IMAGE OF CROSS
77¥61 cm. 14th-15th century.

Village Kushturi.

Ajara Khariton Akhviediani

State Museum
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FRAGMENTS OF FRESCO
Chekhedana 5t. George church. 17th century.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum
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Sbena. VX bb.

KUFIC [ARABIC) COINS
Siiver. 8th-9th century.
Khelvachauri Hoard.
aatumi Archasalogical
Museum
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NBLOEENIA0 AMEISD.
304540 3INLdAD
610-651. myFm. gmenn

Baovmdnl afdgmmmpmmtin Snbgedn

BYZATINE COIN. EMPEROR HERACLIUS
610-651. Gold. Poti.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

741-775. i,

A0BIESNIEN AMEISY. (TLS0BNIE |
527-565. mgfmm. (gnbobdofn.
Bsovgdnbs afdgmermaege dgbyade

BYZANTINE COIN. JUSTINIAN |
527-565. Gold. Tsikhisdziri.
Batumi Archaeological Museum

30BIEGNTAN ArIEIGY. SMELGIEBNED

aovgBols afyjgmemaano Bnbgydo

BYZANTINE COIN. CONSTANTINE V
741-775. Gold.

Batumi Archaeclogical Museum

ABIESNTMAN AMEIBI.
a.mmamnsﬂ X Edd0

1059-1067. mgfim.
daavynl
B g v
Bbyndo

BYZANTINE COIN.
CONSTANTINE X DOUKAS
1059-1067. Gold
Batumi
Archaeological
hMuseum

30BIESOIGN BMEIBY.
aNLINET VIl €235,
1071-1078. mjfoen.
gnbolidofa. dsovgdnls
sfdgmamgagfio
Bnbgndn

BYZANTINE COIN.
MIKHAEL Vil DOUKAS
1071-1078. Tsikhisdaziri.

Batumi Archaeological
Museum

A(BIESNTEN BMEISY.
BNLINE VI LI4D,
1071-1078. mjfe.
Lo, Samvdols
sfadgmemmanafio
aybygle

BYZANTINE COIN.
MIKHAEL VI DOUKAS
1071-1078. Taikhisdziri.
Batumi Archaeclogical
fAuseurn
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SASANIAN DRACHM d=bymdn

Bust of the King/
Fire-altar with guards.
Silver. 6th century. Batumi
Archaeological Museum

COIN OF SELIUKS OF RUM
Silver. 13th century.
Tsikhisdziri Hoard.

Batumi Archaeological Museum

JOBIs0 (Smd3TEN) MBS

gofabeea. VIIEEE bb. Bo@ol a06da. (
daodnl sfdgmmmangtio dnbynds '

BNEIAEaEEIA0 AMEI&S
335[}]‘.‘;6:'-{!. .WII-X‘U'III Lals. hﬂ]ﬂﬁlaﬂd‘lﬂ.
BsamBol sdameman@io Sabyade

KUFIC (ARABIC) COIN
Silver. 8th-9th century. Zoti Hoard. {
Batumni Archaeological Museum

METHERLAND COIN
Silver, 17th-18th century.
Ozurgeti. Batumi
Archaeological Museum

IMEMEIS0 aMEIds
aafgbmn. XVI-XVIL bl.
mtrgfiagom. dsemdab

S geagnma neniin dnbgmdn

SEd30%MENL Sb.am

3053k, Xl L By,
gnboldnmals a306dn. daoaydals

sfggmmmaontin Snbygde

i POLISH COIN
Silver. 17th-18th century.

Ozurgeti, Baturmi

Archaeological Museurm

TREBIZOND EMPIRE. ASPER
Silver. 13th century.
Tsikhisdziri Hoard.,
Batumi Archaeological Museum
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HKULA, WINE VESSEL

wallnut tree, pumpkin {gourd), silver, niello, jasper stones, engraving.
Length 27 em, diameter 10 erm. 19th century.
Ajara Khariton Akhwvlediani State Museum
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Ornament of “Tree of Life” and the
Arabic inscription.

Chestnut tree, 170%41 cm.
18th-19th century.

Village Chvana.

Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani

State Museum
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GLAZED JUG

Late Middle ages.
Gonio. Batumi
Archaeological Museum

SIRIMNL JamOL RGN0

Bobmnly ba. KVIl=XIX Lammbygdn.
b gemn dewfiggomn. sdafnb bamngmb
sbamgmnabols Labgramanls SUT&:]?_:.E!"'

DETAIL OF MOSQUE DOOR
Chestnut tree. 18th-19th century:
Village Mirveti. Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani State Museun
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TRAY

Tin, coppRer,
engraving.
Diameter 118 cm.
19th century.
Turkey.
Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani
State Museum

LdMma
bdngogBdn,
mamEg,

amanﬁﬂm.
hnammﬂ 34 L4
XIX b ynby-

o abas.

adamnl hafndmb
ahgq'a;gnaﬁnb
Lsbneamdal Hﬂ’b-gﬂﬂn

LONG-MECKED JUG

Copper, brass,

engraving.
Height 34 cm.
19th cantury.
central Asia.
Ajara ghariten

Akhvlediani

State Museum
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BELT
Silver, niello, engraving.
19th century.
Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani State
Museum
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LONG-NECKED
JUG [IBRIKI)
Copper, engraving.
enamel paints.
Height 35 cm.

17th century.
Dagestan.
Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani
State Museurn

BomEnHan

bgmonm Jlmga.
312X159 La.

KIE-KK Lom pmBande.
sgafmnls Bafnmb
-.'sli‘laf'_\jan:gr'-br:ln"s
Lsbnmemanls Sobahdn

RUG

Hand knitted.

312X159 cm.

19th-20th century.

o | Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani
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BIBLE COVER DECORATION ed

Bible in the Old Church Slavonic language.

Kiev-Pechora Lavra.

Metal, wood, enamel.

41¥30 cmn. 19th century.

Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum
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FLINT PISTOL
Iron, silver, niello. Length 44 em,
20th century. Caucasian,
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani
State Museum

mm=n
Jognabn. mgnba, by

aqftmnbia ma ed@mb Fa@Boin,

i bamagnm ob y@abiagns. Lagmdy 100 La.
I XVl Law 3mBobs gmemg Babggato. mﬂﬁdgufm_
agaial baﬁn@mﬁ sbgmamoabols

Lk emmdnks B-Q}‘bwﬂn

FLINT GUN

Iron, wood, silver and gold inlay,
nacreous encrustation. Length 100 cm.
Sacond half of 18th century. Turkey.

Ajara Khariton Akhviediani State PALIS eI
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oadg@mo 45 LA, KVI-XIX bl amebn
sgafob bsMogmb sbymgmasbnl :
Labarmmdnl dbyman

: SHIELD
Metal, casting, engraving, inlay.
piameter 45 cm. 18th-19th century. lran.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum

LaaImad3330

o, affsgnthgds, fadmlsbda.

bna@dg 25 L. XX b, oo

agafinl bafingmb sbgeagmasbols Labgeomdak gbndo

ARM COVERS

netal, engraving, casting.

Length 25 cm. 19th century. lran.

Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State pAuSEUm

Feh T

ponommbe, Badmbbds, afagnfnda *harbnda.
mnadndmn 45 LA, AKX bagyaby. agdermnb
bofngmb sbjmgensbol Labgmrmdel Sabggia

SHIELD
Metal, casting, engraving, inlay.
Diameter 45 cm. 19th century. lran.
Ajara Khariton Akhviediani State hMuseum
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FLINT GUM

Svaneti type. Steel, wood, silver, ivary, niella.
Length 139 c¢m. First half of 19th century.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum

omBsn
Jognabo. q;mn:mqrﬁ by, u:’.;?nm dgaemn, ggMgbon.
nafdg 139 LA,
sgsfiols bafingmb sbemamnsbols babgenmdals Sabgm8a
~ FLINT GUN

B

LaaN&NLESID
by, coneneBn. Lingfdy 21 L.
me Lo -
agafink 5
Liabgememdnk by

POWDER FLASK
\Woad, metal. Length 21 cm.
19th century.

Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani

State Museum

POWDER
FLASK
Woaod.
Length 25 cm.
19th century. ]
Ajara e,
Khariton
Akhvlediani
State
MMuseum
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BASET0 damdoand
egmms{on, a3, samzbon,
Lggams, 33goe, bombadn,
bnady 96 L, Jogsdn 83 L3.
HX bamynby. gogasbegmn.
sgatinls bafngmb sbgmgmnsbols
Lobgmmdnls 3nbyndo

SWORD WITH SHEATH
steel, leather, silver,
niello, carving, inlay.

Length 96 c¢m. Sheath 23 cm.
20th century. Caucasian.
Ajara Khariton Akhviediani
State Museum
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BABIRHEN dasmddanm
W‘:‘Qﬂr bﬂ, aﬂﬁw.
3fogigda, gomaasbn,
{3g0ra, "W*
Lagfdy 52 13,

sefatinly bofngmb
shgengmnabls
babgemendols Bejbyyin

DAGGER WITH SHEATH
Steel, wood, silver, engraving,
filigree, granulation, niello,
Length 52 cm. 20th century,
Ajara Khariton Akhviediani
State Museum

BIBIIEN JD&SISINO
3R m-sgefgmo Gndab.
gmesen, by, Gysgn,
30PGbeen, afagomgds,
g fabo,
boafdg 51 ba.
XX bapgnba-
sgefols bafngmb
sbgengmasbols
Labyramdnl 8xbynan

DAGGER WITH SHEATH
Guria-Ajara type.
Steal, wood, silver,
leather, engraving, fillgree.
Length 51 cm.
19th century.
Ajara Khariton
Akhvlediani
State Museurm

BIBEITN ddsddanm
TOESE™: Gyegn ofbenn,
Lggsms, Lineomb dgsenn.
Linaridy 65 L. XiX L
sgomnl bafingmb sbarmgmnabnl
Lebgemmaal 8qbymdn

DAGGER WITH SHEATH
steel, leather, silver, niello, ivory.
Length 65 em. 19th century.
Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museum
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Lnafdg 49 L3 1901 Bgemo- b3
ssfofinb baradm sbgemagnabol babgEmEed dgbygde
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b, & ;r;ija.
o %

FLINT PISTOL
iran, gold and sil
o1, Craft of Am
o p,kh-.-is;r_!-iani 5t

war inlay.
bako Keach adze.
Ste Museum

Ilﬂill:lDdJ
Length 42 <m. 19
Ajard Kharitor
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Jognabo. mmemaon, M3nba, mdfmbs ms gafgbrnb bombaln, bagema.

boafidg 48 L. XX Lompmbab mobaByobn. bymmba sB8Bs jm Jasgedals,
agafmink haﬁr:-l%mﬁ shamrmamoabnls Lisbremmdnl E]f\-;'!:.aﬂﬁ;-;

FLINT PISTOL
Steel, iron, gold and silver inlay, niello. Length 48 cm. 20th century
Craft of Ambako Kvachadze. Ajara Khariton Akhvlediani State Museur
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sgofol  Babgmdgdab  Logebdyfdn ma@me
Bndwdgdn gafomm Bamdmmanbslb ademgga AIX-XX
boggmbygdel  Jeorgma  babgame bygemegbgdals
asbgaomamgdnl 3gbabgd. qgMbgmab, afagajol,
Jo6r253930L, ©gImBaGNgEee bymegBabb Babofi-
Bmgdgddo sbsbyemes Lbgsesbbgs mamdals Jofo-
g bymmgsbons 88mddgmgdomn Snmbyagdo.

The samples preserved in the treasures of the muse-
ums of Ajara give us 2 comprehensive impression on
the development of Georgian fine art from the 19th
and 20th centuries. The works of painting, graphic,
sculpture, and decorative art reflect the achievement
of the Georgian artists from different generations.
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Joforggmn Bbadafol — Bogm gofmbids-
Bob @g@Bofmme 486nmgds ,oeme Bgpeols
dfmbab” Boopmage BaMm8mafigbl  ogombalibs-
geoe bpeomzabol  abroaga@gammdsb,  gdngy-
o 8mbuBgb@nEmdoms o q:admﬁn:bﬂnm 5=
bl gogdnmb 3me Lapgybggbelb Jethorgemo
@b ymen GbaggMmdalb GGowo(3ngdoab.

oo gg@bBafol asbgamafigdal abab
agofiggbgdl angm aedadgarmabs m@s dmby ovme-
dnls Ba8mdnaMgdn, Mmdmmgdogg MgormabdrnGin
en@bamal 3Ginbiyndgdl goyndbgds. ereme au-
woadgogme, @ognor gogedady, gemgby sbgeng-
wnabn 8ngymoabgds Sbaggetions nd mamdal,
fmBgmosy asbamo Laygnbol 3ofgqgem 8-
morbgede 8abbae manbabgl gRmgbymn gm-
dob dngds. owmomgmenn  Gaogebal  Bbmegyen-
dbogmggromds, Sbadgfame Bgompn, babgnon
Lobggds wdnem  Fndofopdedos  Jefarmem
aFmabom Gfegn3ngdoeb ms owbsm®mmmn
babals ggFmdme bymmmgbgdsbomsb. ubyndsd-
dn agyen dsomn BaBydggFgdn BofmdmoBgbl
byemmgebos  Gmdsb@ognem bymgeb, smpam-
Moge-boddmera®  g@yzomodalb, oo gm-
wmdsh, gmflsms bogmgsh as6Bmaemydab
@ Ggammdol Bba@gfmmn aofmsbobgolb Sbm-
e Gsmomgol madsbabnoomgdnm nbngawgms-
@ Bndbgdl. Bsmemom sbobagh s@adnsbobe
@ d9bgdab 3o@BmBosl gobemn bow ymBal 30-
0sbo Bemgdols Jofoggme gy@8Bgmo — sy jbab-
®My 3odsymMady. 8obn 3gabegadel Bmopafn
BoFos doeonGMs, Byfob csgalmgsmn dabg-
> mb@oaGafem asmdmbgdl mabpdamdnb
G360 ol ©s 8Bl Fygom semgbagma dagfabs
as9ggntigsenmdals. Agagmob@m@n dfMab303g3nb
IFoggegds, dbadzGame asmabyzg@nb as-
dmabsbggemmas sbsbosogdl Jp8mgan Igfam-
©ob JoMmgge bymmgsbos B28mdgatigdlh (9.
RoGoMndy, 0. sdsggemas, b. Jrdmanady, seo.
doydyd-8gemndmgn @ bbgs).

asbyenn  bovwpmbals  50-036n Brgdngsb
s S T S
~ 3geen g6ab asBabemg-

45, nbrngnmmemmao badgammbs s Lobgooin
80&ua0ezgd0b RsBmgarmadnds bymmasbons w3~
@agfigh s8mzebom ndizs. 58 ©FHmM0©EsE Jom-
I BbogzBmdsdn badgmas (1921-1990 56.)
NERIMEIMANm AN Eagbnbaﬂaﬁ asmagnlssagenn -
dols LyFgngan, L yFMnamnbanl BﬁnEGnaﬂEmL-.

The picture “Woman Milks a Cow" by the Geor-
gian artist Niko Pirosmani clearly displays individ-
uality of the amateur artist as well as reveals con-
nections with the medieval Georgian wall painting
traditions with epic monumentality and laconism.

The works of Gigo Gabashvili and Mose Toidze
show development of Georgian painting, based
on the principles of realistic art. Lado Gudiashvili,
David Kakabadze, and Elene Akhvlediani belong to
that generation of artists, which in the first quar-
ter of last century set the aim to search for the
national form. The world outlook of each of them,
their artistic methods, and the system of painting
is in direct relation with the Georgian national tra-
ditions and the European art of the contemporary
epoch. Their works preserved in the museums
manifest their romantic vision, allegoric symbol-
ic language, lyricism, figurative generalization of
forms and individual signs of artistic transforma-
tion of reality characteristic to them only. Alexan-
dre Tsimakuridze, the Georgian artist of the 1930s,
clearly expresses the harmony of man and the na-
ture. The rich palette of colors of his landscapes,
and the free manner of expression masterfully
present tectonics of the landscape and the trans-
parency of the sunshine filled air. Devotion to the
realistic principles, and expressiveness of artistic
solution is characteristic to the works of the Geor-
gian artists of next period (U. Japaridze, T. Abake-
lia, 5. Kobuladze, Al Bazhbeuk-Melikov, etc).

From the 1950s, new aesthetic searches ap-
peared in Georgian painting. Renewal of the ar-
tistic language, formation of the individual world
and painting language became the main tasks set
by the artists. At that time the Georgian painters
started to gain freedom from the Soviet (1921-
1990} ideological pressure, and to gradually ignore
the principles of socialist realism. Conseguently,
the artistic innovations appear (E. Kalandadze, N.
Ignatov, T. Gotsadze, R. Tordia, A. Dilbarian, etc).
The establishment of new artistic-thinking forms
provides logical support for the future generations
and determines the direction for the develo prnent
of Georgian fine arts. Figurative interpretation of
themes, romantic intonations, individualism and
5 iversity characterize the Georgian art of

oabremebmanmn nabmfnmgds ©> Bbo@ae-
o Bemgazngdo nﬁaEh o3l (g. .
dg, . BogoMady, 6. ogbaBman, o. amadg,
. OMOmns, 5. Eormdsfnsbn ©> bbs.). abs-
o ah&@ﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂ*"m%ﬁmaﬁm 3"5“‘5@33¢@ndnh
©33330@M900 @MBOINH @sbsyFHoabl wid6al
Imdagom cmomdgdl s 8oBbabrmgFagh Jom-
orgeen babgnma byenegbadel asbgnosmgdals
dg8mamd abab. opdagogab ba@magabo b=
3Mg@a(30s, Hmdsbgoggma 0b@&mbagngdo, ab-
@ogoegeemnbdo @s Lgnmnbgyeo BFagse-
@g@mgbads sbobnoogdl wmabminla dgFomenl
Jofiorge bgenmgbpdsb (3. Roggmndgome, 3.
dndoemady, a. amamdgomme ws bbg.). sgeal
bayemeagbngdols Smbymadnl Lsgsbdum@mdn Bamdm-
®agboee gmemgdaes LEmMpe 28 gobgeaeye
abobs mo dba@dzmamn Bmgoggogdnb gEedm-
adng BamdmBgbals pBlsby@ads.

sgatol bammmgbgdals 3qbgndob gmbpgdds
sbagn @omeos XIX-XX bangabygdol Geba-
o s g3mm3men byemmgbpdols LanbggMgbem
J3bnemgdgon: XIX Lagygbob o@smngemo 8-
Jobmagob — g8nmom Lab@ofgenb Jobmas jgde,
XIX-XX bomgmbggdob angmBsbgme qomdbgmg-
3nb — gadogee BsbabagMobs @s Mndafg bm-
8gfinb, n@omngeno ba@gfnl — 5. . Ga@bal,
Impasbpmm@a 3gobogadol mbGegob — faGmD
2gogaB@eb, Smmmbgeme bEggeb dsgsermgn-
Rob, Gmbo BaGnbob@o Bbo@anb — 0gab so-
35Bmglb ol gg@ByFmemn Gommgde, mabagfo
bygerd@ueobs @ @ggmMednygee baermyby-
dnly Bn8ydgdn.

13336 2adIIE00

(1905-1953)

ls glsgnbn Lagd@sgenbomgol
mee}nﬂan Lt “bfﬁ{éba;}ﬁ" amﬁa".
e

sggafgmn, Erpde- 32X20 La. i

B o Bgemmigieb 3ggade

TAMAR ABAKELIA

{1805-1953)

h for the performance

C "Kheui:beri Gocha”.
paper, gouache, watercolor,

Indian ink. 32%20 cm. 1945.

Art Museurn of Ajara

the latest period (G. Chagelishvili, G. Mikeladze,
G. Gugushvili, etc), The collection presented in
the treasury of the Ajara Museum of Art shows a

stage-by-stage progression of the history of artis-
tic innovations.

Funds of the Ajara Museum of Art also preserve
interesting works of Russian and European artists
from the 19th and 20th centuries: a sculp-ture by
the Italian Emilio Santarelii, works of the German
artists Gabriel Schahinger and Richard Zommer,
Italian artist A. L. Terni, master of Duteh landscape
Charles Leikert, Polish artist Stefan Bakalovich,
Russian marine artist lvan Aivazovsky, the samples
of easel sculpture and decorative art,




B0IM BOSMLAIEN
(1862-1918)
dotma Bagmnk dfmbal,
tmyam, Baens, 71X105 L9,
dgorinls bammaBadals 8ytymdn

NICO PIROSMAMNI
[1862-1918)
Woman Milks a Cow:.
Cardboard, oil. 71X105 cm.
Art Museum of Ajara

anam axaadans=n
(1862-1936)
At zaae.
Eogme, Bgen. 5OX72 La.
adafiols L o dabymdn

GIGO GABASH ViLI
[1862-1936].
old People.
Canvas, oil. 59X72 cm.
Art Museum of Ajara
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SIS0 M ATNENS3A30NETN
(1895-1980)
Jmﬁ[mﬁ.g.n.

Boeme, boyon, 85X114 L8, 1956,
sgatinls bymmabagdals g bymdn

LADOD GUDIASHVILI
(1896-1980).
Concert.

Canvas, oil. 85%114 cm. 1958,
Art Museum of Ajara

bughii (Y] ATENHIINEN
(1896-1980) :
Aoy 5manﬁa a.
v Jmm;éﬂg‘lﬂn. 119X160 L3. 1953L.l. o ﬂan
agarinb haﬁngmé u%ﬁe:,g:@naﬁnh Labnemerdnk

LADO GUDIASHVILI
tlEBE-J.EISGL |
i Girls:
Callective Farm
Canvas, cil. 119X lﬁﬂ.cm. lS;BI-I.Eeum
Ajara Kharitan Akhvlediani State
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2560 3VEROSIINED0
(1896-1980)
3r6@mgdab (39335
@neom, boon, 55472 L.
sgamol byemeggdols 8bgman

LADO GUDIASHVILI
(1896-1980),

Dance of Kintos. T :

Canvas, oil. 55X; by : :

=

G03230ANdD
{1882-1954)

L ‘f;-m_ 37X49 3.

Sofhols bygzengbgdels dbgBe

ALEXANDRE TSIMAKURIDZE
(1882-1954).
Village Area.
plywaod, oil. 3749 cm.
Art Museum of Ajara
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253N 35353540
(1889-1952)
ndgFnenn.

o, baon, 29440 L3, 1915,
sgamab byramabadol Babnman

DAVID KAKABADZE
(1889-1952)
Imereti.

Canvas, ofl. 29%40 cm. 1915.
Art Museum of Ajara

53000 JoJodddd
{1889-1952}
ndgfigen.
Ao ‘b;]mn‘? 7040 La. 1915

an
gﬁaﬁﬂb byeomBadob 89507

DAVID KAKABADZE
{1889-1952}
imereti.

Canwas, ail, 29%40 crq. 1915,
Art Musgum of Ajara
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YN J33da5dD
(1889-1952)
Lafonmpab wifg b,

dJemognmn, sgsfigmea. 22X28 13, 1921,

agamnls bymmabndnl Baybyman

DAVID KAKABADZE
(1889-1952)
From the series “Bretagne”.
Paper. Watercolor. 22%28 cm. 1921,
Art Museum of Ajara

T et e

e e e e e e - e ey

S

306D BIDIIS
(1907-1988)
aan‘h‘.“ﬂn.

samm@a, 8J396)
¢ agafanb byromgBgdol Bgbygdo

VERA PAGAVA
[1307-1988)
Landscape.
Paper, watercolor. 32X23 cm. 1962,
Art Museumn of Ajara

mma. 32X23 1.8, 1962.
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23583406 3R]
JCIED H6ICTIR0HE0 (1916-1975)

“'9”1-1 9?5] I ﬂmmw}ﬁn
Badmafn n‘rm:taaan, ﬂﬂ-aba'h- B 79x49 L3. 1966.
Boeem, baon. 79X60 LA, 1959, Sdatab byemmgBadob Bgbggde
ogofinls bymmgbadals 8mbamdn '

EKATERINE BAGDAVADZE
ELENE AKHVLEDIANI (1916-1975)
(1901-1975) i Expectation.
Winter in Telavi. ' oilcloth, oil, 79%49 cm. 1966.
Canvas, oil. 79X60 cm. 1959, : Art Museum of Ajara

Art Mu of Ajara.
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YR HITIMNDD
(1906-1972)
ndg o Yadammabng,

Eorme, Boome. 54244 L3, 1939,

Sgkstrnly IDG"._\".E""ISEU@,”U Bebgmadn

UCHA JAPARIDZE
(1906-1972)
Imeretian with Turban.
Canvas, oil. 54X44 cm. 1939,
Art Museum of Ajara

E5Mams NAEIMAINE0
{1918-2008)

ﬂ%thﬁnh;].
Hooe. B5X100 L3, 1975.

asfatinl byeegbgdab Bgbynde

(B

MATELA IANKOS HWILI
{19 18-2008)
Uflistsikhe.
Canvas, oil. 85X 100 cr!-:. 1975.
Art Museum of Ajara
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JORNED BEHEIINEN
(1892-1969)
Bagrn@8mdEn Brongeon Boba oo,
JP@amEn, ajgefgen, amedn. 45X61 LI, 1960,
afatinls byemmabadals dabaynda

KIRIL ZDANEVICH
(1892-1969).
Still-life with Red Pepper.
Paper, watercolor, Bouache. 45X61 cm. 1960,
Art Museurn of Ajara

ENIMEME NABE&M3N
(1937-2002)
BbaggHal Lasbgmmbbmdn.

Goeom, 336oemn. 150%250 La. 1937,

aganl barmgBgdal Sxbggdn

NIKOLAL IGNATOV
(1937-2002)
In Artist’s Studio,
Canvas, acryl. 150X250 cm. 1997.
Art Museum of Ajara
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