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R0DB0ZMM0IG...  0Mmdg30DTol  bosd  ©gIm3GeGH0Bdo 396  Bo-
003560g05“. 5d0GHMTo3 LddoOMZgM MM by BsdmImMmEgl
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19 060539000 0b. 7MmMHEsbos b. dGIMEOl Lozombgdo, 3o60b0,1923.

20 9909M56¢@ 93O M3MEmaqdby - dobgoer IMibgarodzowls s bogm bogwy-
65dgbmob 535300090000 sT>GJdOM 0ob. FMdomM0dy, 3. (2013). 3MIM3s
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30b3MgLoL" 3063900 bgaddngsbgwo s “BggMswmemo 93MM™30L
9dM5mdOL” 5gdBHo@o dmbsfowrg ogm.

LBOGH0530 ,LoJoMMZYM S 93MM3>“ FMLbger0dz0wo Mo,
Omd  LoFoMms godeo 035Dy 0 G5 5ROl ©Y09330MGOL
0530699R50  BodoMmzgum  bgsewoboge  JbmBEomdo..., GMYME
39990005 ol 0930 oML OHMLmeEn  saMglosl. J399sbs YL
6B 93560L obsdg: 56 0dmgdom MBIl Hligmol 99dsaqbermdsdo
36 9B 8m353006M9 03M3mb. Mo IM© J39956s 5MBY3560L QoMgdgs
Q5 5M5LML 99349905 HYL9gM6 FggMNYOSL.
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Lo3mbLwEogom sb5ddEgol oMb sd@0MMo© Msbsdd-
29 dL 93030l bdFMU Loddosbmdsdo.

1953 §geob 9. 3mlbger0dz0eol 0603050300 ML “936m-
390 JoMHmeo  IndMHoMmds , MHMIWOl  LsdsGHom  ™eg3dxXMIs6 ]
dobgo HgMgomgwo oym. (dx9d0mody, 2013)

1954 §9eols 3mbbgarodzowds ,930m30L vboggdlo@gdoms slmaos-
(305 ML S JoLO 2969MW OO FE0Z560 Fobo. LEHMLBYMHATO Fmb-
bgends d9ddbs ,,dmBbgerol Lsdgsbogmm 396GHEO”, HMIgE0E 93OMObE Y-
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Bo®oo ogm dMsg35eo  asdmbgbowo dgisbogho. (dmdomody, 2013,
a3- 139).
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160396L0GYGHJ0d0,  3MWOFBH0ZNNO ©O  EO3WMIsGHome  (Hg9ddo,
04056 s0Mbgdo gogdaBog3Ms 113560B305d0 Losg Foogombs
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INTRODUCTION

Despite many obstacles and occasional intermittence, Georgia’s
desire to pursue cultural, religious, military, diplomatic, political, and
economic ties with the European world has never faded, which
ultimately determined Georgia’s crucial attitude towards European
values and played a decisive role in the formation of the country’s
orientation.

That is why the study of the historical relationship with the
Western world and a new conceptualization is given the importance of
a certain guide for the future of the Georgian state.

A versatile (geographic, cultural, identical, etc.) study of the
genesis process of Georgia's orientation towards Europe will at the
same time allow us to reveal the influence and relationship of European
(Western) culture with the Georgian one, the role of Europe in the
development of the Georgian culture, and also determine what kind of
coexistence the Europeans and the Georgians had and how their
traditions were compatible with each other. We also try to identify what
kind of acceptance of Western values Georgia has had over the
centuries, what relationships have existed between them, and how it
reflected on the country's identity and domestic and foreign political
orientation.

Historically, for Georgia, the issue of foreign-political orientation
was the cornerstone of its existence. As for the issue of the country's
orientation towards Europe itself, from ancient times to the present, it
has a special place in Georgian historiography.

Thus, Georgia's orientation towards Europe is not a modern fact.
It has deep historical roots. It was Georgia's permanent cultural,
political, and economic ties with the European world (not counting the
intermittent period that set a great foundation for the country's further
development) that determined Georgia's attitude to European values
and played a decisive role in Georgia's European orientation.

From this viewpoint, the study of the genesis of Georgia's
orientation towards Europe is a necessary task on the way of its
European integration, since the study and new understanding of the

142



perspective of Georgia's past historical relationship with the Western
world is of great importance for conceptualizing of the country's further
development. This doubles the relevance of the proposed topic.

As it is known, in general, the development vector of the country
is determined by many factors, including cultural, historical, and
geopolitical.

And today, at the modern stage of historical development, under
conditions of occupation and annexation of the country, the
unconditional priority of Georgia's foreign policy should be Europe and
it has no other alternative. Therefore, the assertion of orientation
towards Europe as the most important foreign political vector in
Georgia needs historical legitimacy.

Thus, the study of Georgia's orientation is of special importance
for understanding the prospective development of the country and it
creates a new reality for the fundamental reconfiguration of its social,
political, economic, and cultural space.

Although lots of work have been written and being written about the
Georgian-European relationships, no generalizing work over the topic of
Georgia’s European orientation genesis has been created so far. Until now,
Georgian-European relationships were discussed in terms of the historical
relationships between the two countries or between Georgia and its
neighboring countries. Considering this, the study of the genesis of
Georgia's orientation towards Europe and its evolution will be interesting
news for Georgian historiography. When researching the above-
mentioned issues, the attention will be focused on historical, geographical,
cultural, and political relations.

The characteristics of the genesis of Georgia's orientation to
Europe, which were based on different realities in different historical
eras, should be generalized.

The formation of Georgian identity and its similarities and
differences with European ones should also be generalized.
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Chapter I.
GEORGIA AT THE ORIGINS OF THE EUROPEAN
ORIENTATION

THE GENESIS OF EUROPE

For the research of the presented issue, first of all, we will present
when the geographical commandment "Europe” came into circulation,
where it started, and what geographical area it covered, and we will also
try to define the commandment "Europe™.

The term Europe, according to some authors, (Greek "Eurus"
(evpic) means "wide"; according to others, it comes from the Akkadian
word "Erib"/"Erebus", which means sunset, i.e. the land where the sun
sets (west), unlike Asia- "Asu"/"Aku™ means rising or the land of the
rising sun. According to one of the legends, Europe was named the
opposite of Asia.

In general, Europe comes from the Greek word Eurdpé which
means west.

According to some authors, this term is linked with a city named
Europe, which is located in the southwestern part of Asia Minor.

The name Europe is mentioned for the first time in Homer's Iliad,
according to which "the Phoenician King Phoenix's daughter Europa
was kidnapped by Zeus, took the form of a bull and took her to Crete.
(Homer, 1979 , p. 57) "ltalian author Giuseppe Albertoni writes:
"According to Greek mythology, Europe, the daughter of the
Phoenician King Agenor, was seduced by Jupiter, who took the form of
a bull. A young woman was kidnapped and taken to the island of Crete.
Thus, the Europe of Phoenician origin was of Asian origin, and the fate
of the continent is reflected in this paradox, which is constantly
searching for identity-based on its geographical connotation.
(Albertoni, 2003, p. 5).

Herodotus repeats the same and says that Europe was the daughter
of the Phoenician king, kidnapped by the Greeks, and brought to the
island of Crete. It seems that this story is based on various myths.
According to one of the versions, it is an ancient Hittite legend about
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the abduction of the goddess of Asia Minor by the Achaeans, dated to
X1 c. BC. And the second version is Greek, which is used by Homer.
According to Herodotus, it is possible that Europe was named after
Agenor's daughter.

As we can see, the etymology of Europe is heterogeneous and
there is no unified opinion in (Herodotus, 2008, p. 12) science about its
origin. However, it is likely that Europe still derives its name from
itself. Europe as a geographical term is first mentioned by Hesiod c. In
the 8th century BC. In the poem "Apollo the Pythian", Hesiod mentions
the people living in the Peloponnese and Europe, which he considers a
small part of mainland Greece.

The ancient Greek geographer Hecataeus of Miletus, in his work
"Around the Earth", was the first to divide the Earth into two parts -
Asia and Europe.

It seems that there is a lot of information about Europe in ancient
sources. “The lonians (B.C. Greek "Tovec, Taoveg — one of the ancient
Greek tribes) claim that the world consists of three parts - Europe, Asia,
and Libya... (Herodotus, 2008, p. 12)”, - wrote Herodotus and disagreed
with this version, saying that Egypt should be added to it.

The great historian and geographer Herodotus (484-525) in the
fourth book of his "History" often mentions the geographical
boundaries of Europe: on the one hand, he says that the river Istria
(Greek."Totpog), (Danube) originates from the land of the Celts... and
crosses Europe. Herodotus' note about Europe and her children is also
interesting: "When the children of Europe Sarpedon and Minos fought
for power in Crete, Minos won and banished Sarpedon with his
supporters”. (Herodotus, 2008, p. 65)

It is not even known to him why this part is named after a woman.
It is also ambiguous to him why the Nile and Phasis in Kolkheti
(Albertoni , 2003, p. 6)* are considered the borders of Europe.

Giuseppe Albertoni writes as follows: Herodotus emphasized that
"no one knows where Europe got its name from, and it is not known
who gave it this name...Many have described the map of the land and

41 Albertoni G, slobgergdweo bsdmmdo. 43. 6.
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no one has been able to explain it reasonably. (Herodotus, 2008, p.
298)%2"

According to the Italian author: "Herodotus was also interested in
the true origin of the continents whose names were derived from
women: Libya, the native woman, Asia, the wife of Prometheus, and
Europe, the daughter of the king of Tyre. This last conclusion did not
seem very credible to Herodotus: "This Europe is originally from Asia,
and it seems that she did not come to this land, which the Greeks now
call Europe, but she went from Phoenicia to Crete and from Crete to
Libya."

Thus, we cannot find the myth in Herodotus, repeated several
times in later sources, according to which Europe was the young
daughter of the Phoenician king Agenor, who was kidnapped by Zeus
in the form of a bull while walking on the beach. Seduced by the bull,
Europe sat on his back and after crossing the sea, she was brought to
Crete. Here, Zeus regained his appearance and took the young woman
to Mount Dite, where she gave birth to Minos and Rhadamanthus.
According to some versions of the myth, Zeus named Earth's "most
important” continent after the young woman, as a sign of gratitude.
(Albertoni, 2003, pp. 6-7)

It seems that the borders of Europe for Herodotus are ambiguous
and not completely defined, although, by this time, there is already a
clear idea of this geographical unit and its territorial contours are more
or less defined.

Another ancient Greek historian, Thucydides, describes the
kingdom of Odrysae and notes that ...indeed, no one can compare to
the people by their richness living among the states of Europe, between
the lonian and Pontus Euxinus (Greek: I16vtog Eb&evoc) seas, and in
terms of military power and the strength of the armies, the Scythian
kingdom is very much superior to the Europeans and Asians.
(Thucydides, 1981, p. 198) They fall behind... According to this source,
it is clear that Western Georgia is considered as Europe.

22 3900mME). bbby gdyeo bsdmmdo. 93. 298.
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Europe is also mentioned in Aristotle’s (384-322) treatise
"Politics”, where he writes that the Hellenes were settled between
northern Europe and Asia; In addition, he highlights, that the population
of Northern Europe is better than Asians in terms of courage, but they
are inferior in intelligence (Aristotle, 1911, p. 314).

Notably, Aristotle distinguishes people among Hellenes who put
together the best qualities characteristic of the peoples of Europe and
Asia. (Albertoni, 2003, p. 22)

Another Greek historian, Isocrates, in his work "Panegyric" calls
the Greeks to unite... and not to let barbarians come into Europe.

The ancient Greek historian Polybius (200-120) in his work
"World History" claims the Tanais River (the river in the Russian
Federation and Ukraine, the right tributary of the Don River) as the
border between Europe and Asia. This historian is mentioned by Strabo
in his "Geography", where he writes: "When Polybius informs us that
Europe is smaller in size than Libya and Asia taken together, he makes
a wrong conclusion...” (Strabo, 1967., p. 22).

Europe is mentioned many times in Strabo's "Geography" from
an interesting point of view. He writes: "Alexander opened to us as
geographers a large part of Asia and the north of Europe as far as the
river Istria, and the Romans all the western part of Europe as far as the
river Albis (which divides Germany into two parts) and the region of
Istria as far as the river Tiras”. (Strabo, 1967., p. 109)

Strabo mentions Ephorus' treatise "On Europe. (Strabo, 1967., p.
41) "Although there is no direct reference to Europe in this case, it is
still clear that this work contained many references to Europe. (The
above-mentioned treatise of Ephorus "General History of Greece"
Totoploi kowdv mpaéewv) represented book IV of 30. The work
belongs to the fourth century. Unfortunately, only a small part has
reached us.

Strabo also “calls for help” the famous Greek scholar
Eratosthenes (Strabo, 1967, p. 70) (276-194 BC), head of the library of
Alexandria, who has discussed the issue of Europe as well. Strabo, on
the one hand, disagrees with him in saying that Europe is made up of
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three capes because he thought it had many branches (Strabo, 1967, p.
90). "Europe is separated by many capes which form a peninsula, and
Polybius describes it better than Eratosthenes, though it is still
insufficient”. (Strabo, 1967., p. 111) says Strabo.

It is notable that Strabo also mentions the river Europe and writes
that the origins of the river Europe begin in the Titarin mountains,
which surround Olympus (Strabo, 1967., p. 309). And again, Strabo
divided the earth into three parts: Europe, Asia, and Libya, bordered by
the rivers - Tanais and Nile. This earthly division of Strabo coincides
with the description of Herodotus. And Europe, according to Strabo,
included the Sea of Azov and the Don River, the territories between the
Pyrenean Peninsula and the Rhine, Brittany, Iberia, and Celtia. It turns
out that Scandinavia and the Baltic were unknown to both Strabo and
his predecessors, because, as we have mentioned, Strabo relies on
information from earlier authors, especially Herodotus.

Thus, by the 1st century, A.D. Europe was familiar to many
authors, which means that in the geographical framework that term has
been established for a long time and it had a geographical meaning.
Although, if we consider the abduction of Europe and, therefore, the
conflict between the Phoenicians and the Greeks, which continues
throughout history, we can conclude that cultural-political aspects can
also be found.

RELATIONS OF GEORGIANS WITH
THE EUROPEAN WORLD

Exactly the Kartvelian tribes were an integral part of the above-
mentioned European world at the initial stage of the civilization have
developed here, which is confirmed by the Greek and Roman sources.

Akaki Urushadze points out that the notes by Herodotus, who
considers the Pelasgians to be the autochthons of the Aegean, are of
particular interest. Thucydides has similar notes. Other Greek and
Roman authors are of the same opinion, including Strabo, Stephen of
Byzantium, who verifies Nicholas of Damascus, according to whom the
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aborigines of various parts of Hellas are Pelasgians. (Urushadze, 1964
, p. 110).

European scientist Blumenbach, as well as Georgian scientists,
believed that proto-Georgians are ethnically, linguistically, and
culturally related to European aborigines - pre-Indo-Europeans, pre-
Aryans, pre-Celts, including Etruscans, Pelasgian,s and proto-Basques.
The ancient Greeks and Romans called these first inhabitants of Europe
Iberians. (Gamsaxurdia, 1990, p. 9).

Zviad Gamsakhurdia's discussion about the Georgian's
resettlement is noteworthy in his work "Spiritual Mission of Georgia”,
where he uses many sources including Georgian and foreign scientists.
Based on Wilhelm Humboldt (1767-1835), indicates that the primary
autochthonous population of Southern Europe: the Pyrenees, and the
Mediterranean islands were Iberian. This population was called the
Proto-Iberians, from whom the later European population derived, who
lived from the Pyrenean Peninsula to the Mediterranean basin, the
Balkans, modern Greece, the Caucasus, as well as Asia Minor, and
Palestine. This was the dissemination area of the Proto-Iberian lineage,
with many branches, - according to Wilhelm Humboldt. (Gamsaxurdia,
1990, p. 193).

Based on the works of foreign scholars, Zviad Gamsakhurdia also
concludes that Troy is the same Kolkhian world, since the dispute
between the Achaeans and the Trojans, the Trojans explain the
abduction of Helen as a kind of revenge for their earlier abduction of
Medea. (Gamsaxurdia, 1990, p. 195)

Thus, according to Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the Kolkhian, Pelasgian,
Trojan, and Minoan worlds are related worlds, or rather, one world, and
he uses the works of many authors as an argument for this (from Homer
to modern times).

In this regard, the works of the famous Georgian scientist Rismag
Gordeziani are very interesting. On the one hand, he points out that "one
very important factor nurtures the longing for a common European
heritage in our country. Our country has participated in the ongoing
processes in the Mediterranean basin since time immemorial. As it turns
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out, the Kartvelian tribes may have had genetic relations with the pre-
Greek civilization peoples (Pelasgians, Leleges, Minoans, etc.), as well
as with the ancient population of Italy, the Etruscans. The centuries-old
history of Greek-Georgian relationships seems to have originated from
the Mycenaean era. This found its reflection in the Greek myths about
Prometheus and the Argonauts' expedition. Ancient Colchis became
one of the most important countries outside Greece where the storyline
of the myth of the Argonaut cycle developed. Medea, Aetius, Circe,
Apsirtos, and other Colchian mythological characters firmly established
their names in Greek literature.

Moreover, numerous Kartvelian tribes appear quite often in
fiction, as well as in ancient historiography and scientific writings.

It can be said that Greek and Roman sources are considered the
most important written sources about ancient Georgia. Alongside
archaeological data, they provide an opportunity to restore the ancient
history of our country.

This determined the fact that the monuments of ancient literature
are texts containing important information about our country.
(Gordeziani, R Tonia N, 2007, p. 8)

Among the ancient Greek and Roman authors, who relied on
ancient legends and narration, we often find indirect references to the
identities of the Pelasgians and the Caucasian tribes. The Pelasgian
Thessalians, the Trojans of Asia Minor, the Pelasgian Synths living on
the island of Lemnos, and, others are considered to be related tribes of
the Colchis. (Urushadze, 1964 , p. 121).

Thus, Asia Minor, the island of Crete, and many parts of the
Mediterranean Sea are considered to be the heritage of the pre-Hellenic-
Pelasgian population. The Colchian tribes should have had a
remarkable role and place (Janashia, 1959, p. 192) in the ancient Crete
"Minoan population”. Thepeoplel of this tribe created large cultural
centers over the vast territory of ancient Asia and southern Europe.
(Urushadze, 1964 , p. 121).

As for the ancient period, the Georgian-Greek relationships have
become intense by that period, especially since the so-called Great
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Greek New Buildings (VI1I-VI cc. B.C)) till VI c. A.D. During this
period Greeks hounded numerous settlements on the eastern coast of
the Black Sea. For exmpleexampleis (near Poti), Gyenos (near
Ochamchire), Dioskuria (near Sokhumi), Pityunti (near Bitchvinta).
The promotion of new buildings was facilitated by the "Great Silk"
trade road, sprewhich ad from India to the Black Sea, to the city of
Phazis, and headed to the Greek world.

The Greeks were mainly engaged in trade relations with Colchis.
Textiles, jewelry, pottery, and other luxury items such as oil were
imported from Greece. Flax and flax products, furs, leather, as well as
valuable types of wood, gold and iron were exported from Georgia.

The establishment of Greek New Buildings definitely played an
important role in developing the cultural-economic relationships
between the people of the Black Sea coast and the ancient world and,
in general, fostered trade-economic life in these places and somewhat
accelerated the process of socio-economic development among the
local population. (sakartvelos istoriis nark’vevebi tomi I, 1970, p. 276).

Colchis seemed to be a well-developed country by the 6th-4th
centuries BC. Iron processing reached a high level. The numerous
discovered pitchers indicate the advancement of viticulture and
winemaking. Goldsmithing was at a very high level of development as
well. The existence of local money indicates the high development of
Colchis. Silver coins were minted in Colchis in the VI-111 centuries BC,
called "Kolkhuri Tetri". “Kolkhur Tetri” has also been found outside
Georgia (in Crimea, near Trabzon, in the Fergana Valley in Central
Asia), which indicates its use in international trade circulation.

Xenophon's "Anabasis" contains interesting information about
the Georgian tribes who lived on the southeastern Black Sea coast.
Xenophon writes that .,...at that time the descendent of Ayet reigned
there...

Thus, the Kingdom of Colchis or Egrisi represented a politically
and economically advanced state with a developed culture, which had
active economic, cultural and political relationships with the civilized
world of that time, especially with Greece.
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The establishment of the New Building was followed by the
Hellenization of the Mediterranean Sea, and its influence on the local
population was huge from the religious, cultural, political, socio-
economic viewpoint.

Later, (I-11 cc. A.D.) the Kingdom of Iberia set the intensive
relationships with Rome, which had mainly political and economic
nature. The area of interest of the Romans was represented by the trade
road that connected the eastern countries with the western countries
through the Caucasus. It is known that Pompey was particularly
interested in the possibilities of trade relationships on this road.

Thus, the kingdom of Iberia in the I-1l centuries A.D. played an
active role in the foreign policy of the Roman Empire and even was
considered as their ally. The Roman historians Tacitus and Dion
Cassius have given us quite detailed information about this.
(Gamkrelidze, 2014, p. 133).

Since Kartli received the political status of a "friend of Rome", it
is quite clear that the rulers of Kartli adopted a western cultural and
political orientation, and since that political course became the
determining factor for the entire subsequent history of Kartli (and
Georgia as a whole).

In the same period, Colchis (during the time of Aristarchus 65-
47) represented a separate administrative unit, which was later
subordinated to the Kingdom of Pontus, (sakartvelos istoriis narkvevebi
tomi I, 1970, p. 369) which was a Roman vassal.

From the beginning of the 4th century, a direct protectorate of
Rome was established in Kartli. "The King of Iberia had to receive the
signs of his reign from the Romans". In the political situation created at
that time in the Near East, such an attitude from Rome should have been
more favorable and acceptable for the Kartli government than the
domination of neighboring Iran over them.

After that, Christianity became the official state religion in Kartli
and Egrisi, which was the basis of a whole complex of cultural-political
and socio-economic conditions.
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This event is an indicator of the Georgian high cultural level and
state strength, which is confirmed by the extremely important fact that
this religion, which came to us from the Eastern Roman Empire, did not
remain Greek-language, but soon after Georgian-language was created,
which in itself led to the creation of the Georgian alphabet
(Asomtavruli) and eventually, not only Translation of Georgian
Christological literature, but national writing has rapidly developed as
well. And this was of great importance for the further development of
the Georgian people. (sakartvelos istoria tomi 1, 2010, p. 8).

Although only Colchis was involved in the first stage of
relationships with the ancient world, and later Iberia joined it, it must
be said that this relationship was organic, which took place without
alienation and confrontation. These relationships should have been the
result of deep historical memory and centuries-old coexistence.

Therefore, Georgia's aspiration towards the European world
seems natural.

Thus, despite the fact that the Kartvelian tribes have participated
in the ongoing processes in the Mediterranean basin since time
immemorial, the genesis of the European orientation of Georgia should
begin from the ancient period, since, at this stage, scientists believe that
modern European values originate from this period
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Chapter I1I.
EVOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN ORIENTATION OF
GEORGIA

WESTERN POLICY OF THE GEORGIAN KINGS AND
PRINCES

Georgia's relationship with the European world lasted even after
the adoption of Christianity and was more or less close throughout
history and the relationships still remain active and vital even today.

At the same time, Christianity played an important role in the
further development of Georgian culture. On the one hand, it further
connected Georgia with the developed countries of the West, and on the
other hand, the development of Christian ideas greatly contributed to
the further development of the Georgian culture.

The adoption of Christianity, itself, have strengthened the state-
cultural relationships between Kartli and Egerisi.

In the IV-VI centuries, the foreign policy for both Kartli has
changed — Rome was changed by Sassanid Iran and as for the Egrisi
Kingdom, they changed their foreign policy to Eastern Roman Empire
(Byzantium).

Accordingly, relations with the European world were continued
by the Kingdom of Egrisi.

From today’s viewpoint in terms of Georgia’s European
orientation, the orientation of Egrisi in the 6" century (during the period
of the confrontation between the East and the West, -Iran and
Byzantium, which also affected Western Georgia) is of great
importance. Despite the assassination of King Gubaz by the Byzantines,
(the Eastern Roman Empire - Byzantium) the preference was given to
the West.

It is true that in the last decades of the 8" century, in West Georgia
the relationships with Byzantium have been broken. Although, the
Georgians have not stopped striving toward Europe.

An important example of Georgia's relationship with the
European world is the participation of Georgians in the crusades.
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Although the Georgians were engaged in the battle with the Turkish
Seljuks, the army of David IV The Builder (1089-1125) took part in it
alongside the Europeans. (Gardapkhadze st. Gordeziani L, Dularidze T,
Tarkhnishvili T, Nadareishvili K, Fkhakadze M., 2012, p. 31).

As for those crusades, the interests of the crusaders and Georgia
against the Muslims and Byzantium coincided (Papashvili, sakartvelo
dasavletis aghmosavluri politikisa da eklesiata uniis kontekstshi (XI11-
X1V saukunis 30-iani tslebi), 96-126, thilisi, p. 98). It is likely that some
kind of agreed plan took place between both parties; The first seizure
of Constantinople by the Crusader commanders (July 17, 1203) acted
as a catalyst in the development of a plan by King Tamar (1184-1213)
to establish the Empire of Trebizond under the influence of Georgia,
which was crowned with success after the final conquest of the
Byzantine capital; In fact, the establishment of the Latin Empire was
more likely for Georgia rather than for the restoration of Byzantium,
because Latin Empire could have been a more real ally in the fight
against the Seljuk Turks. The basis for this was the crusading idea of
the Holy See, because the papacy came out in the same way for
protecting the Eastern Christians. Therefore, it was not at all accidental
that Pope Innocent 111, for the purpose of the crusade, "joined Georgia,
which was advancing at the expense of the subjugation of Muslims in
Great Armenia”. (Richard, Histoire des croisades. Le grand livre du
mois, 1996, p. 306).

It is also logical that Georgia did not consider the capture of
Constantinople, which was provoked by Byzantium itself, as an
unprecedented event. Moreover, Georgian politicians did not see
religious aspects in it, nor what was the essence of the historical
contradiction between them. On the contrary, Georgia had no religious
problems with the Latin West and its spiritual leader. (Papashvili,
sakartvelo dasavletis aghmosavluri politikisa da eklesiata uniis
kontekstshi (X111-X1V saukunis 30-iani tslebi), 2019) The result of this
should have been that Innocent 111, who considered himself the head of
the entire Christian world, especially after the establishment of the Latin
Empire of Constantinople, when "...an alternative church hierarchy was
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created...” (Shaff, 2008, p. 105) and the Greek Church was subordinated
to the Roman Church, (Stinge, 1977, p. 66) did not call the Georgian
state for the subjection of its Church to the Pontifex of Rome.

The relationships developed during the first four crusades
highlighted that there was a great spiritual and characteristic connection
between Georgia and the Western Christian world. The Eucharistic
connection with the Roman Catholic Church was preserved. Latins in
Palestine did not ruin the Georgian monasteries.

Moreover, after the seizure of Constantinople by the Crusaders
(1204), the Georgians of Athos recognized the jurisdiction of the Pope
and began to perform the Mass with unleavened bread, which made the
Greeks break the ties with them. (Tarkhnishvili, 1994, p. 38) The
Georgian monasteries in the Holy Land canonically submitted to the
Latin Patriarchate, but this did not affect their indigeneity. This
indicates that there was not important difference between the Georgian
and Latin churches, or the difference was not deliberately ignored.
(Tvaradze, sakartvelo da kavkasia evropul tsgaroebshi, sakartvelo da
jvarosnuli aghmosavleti zhak de vitris tsnobebis mikhedvit, 2004)

However, it was clear to the Holy See that the Georgian Church
followed the Greek rules. (Tvaradze , 2004, pp. 139-147) If the bishops
of Constantinople and Rome removed each other from the diptych in
the 11" century, the Georgian Church did not do so until the beginning
of the 17" century. (Javakhishvili, Tbilisi, p. 46)

It is true that mentioning the Pope's name in the diptych did not
necessarily mean that the Georgian Church was united with the Roman
Church, but it clearly showed respect and goodwill towards the Roman
Church. "This is what separated Georgia from Byzantine anti-
Latinism." (Tinikashvili, 2015, p. 77) During the crusades, when
Georgia was a clear ally of the Latins, (Aavalishvili, 1989, p. 32), and
the Byzantines were considered as the "traitors"”, this factor was the
reason for the failure, (Tyerman, 2007) should have had a great
influence on the papacy, and the latter arouse pre-schism feelings in the
Pope towards the Georgian Church.
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Georgian King Giorgi IV Lasha (1213-1223) decided to support
the Fifth Crusade (1217-1221) at the request of Pope Honorius III.
(Papashvili, sakartvelo romis urtiertoba VI-XX ss, 1995, p. 78)
Cardinal Pelagius, who actually led this crusade, according to the
instructions of the Pope, at the end of 1218 or the first half of 1219,
asked the King of Georgia for military assistance against Egypt. The
latter measured the interests of the country from a religious point of
view and agreed. (Papashvili, sakartvelo-vatikanis urtiertoba XVII-
XVIII saukuneebshi, 1998, p. 9) But after the defeat of the Latins at
Damietta (1219), Giorgi IV Lasha decided to take part in the crusade
led by the Hungarian king Andras Il. (Lajos, 1968, p. 76)

Possibly Giorgi-Lasha's decision to participate in this war was
mainly dictated by the consequences of the growing aggression of
Muslims toward the Christian world of the East. While the Muslim
threat was "knocking at the door (Dan T., 2016, p. 15)of the Christians
from the beginning of the 13th century... the Knight King has been
fighting for the protection of the Holy Land alongside the Holy Throne
of Rome” ... (Kartlis tskhovreba, vol. I, 1959, p. 152) He reckoned it
as a military-religious duty of Georgia. These goals remained
unfulfilled. In 1221, Giorgi IV Lasha was preparing to march to Syria-
Palestine, but he died in 1223 due to a deadly wound received in the
battle with the Mongols.

Giorgi IV Lasha's policy regarding the relations with the
Crusaders was continued by his sister - Rusudan (1223-1245). Giorgi-
Lasha could not respond to the Pope for the Pelagios' call, though
Rusudan sent Bishop Davit of Ani to Rome at the beginning of the
second half of 1223, (Papashvili, sakartvelo dasavletis aghmosavluri
politikisa da eklesiata uniis kontekstshi (XI1-XIV saukunis 30-iani
tslebi), 2019, p. 3) together with Ivane Mkhargrdzeli (Tamarashvili, p.
8) to the Pope. Queen Rusudan promised the Pope to continue the
political course of Giorgi IV Lasha regarding Georgia's participation in
the crusade to the Holy Land and announced: "...since we have already
received your order, we are ready to come with our entire army to help
the Christians. Personally, | am going to participate in the war for the
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Holy Land with 40 thousand fighters, because, as you know, many
noble princes and I of our country have received the cross.” (Tabagua,
1984, p. 179).

Unfortunately, neither Rusudan kept her promise to the Pope. In
1225, Jalal Ed-Din’'s invasion made the cavalry of Georgia forget to
think about the crusades. Their ally Georgia was faced with the ordeal
itself.

After the Mongol invasion in Georgia, Queen Rusudan asked
Pope Gregory IX for help, in return she promised that the Georgian
Church would join the Church of Rome. The Pope called this intention
of Queen Rusudan "an example of divine foresight." (Tabagua, 1984,
p. 176) In the fight against the Mongols, the West under the leadership
of the papacy could not find military assistance to Georgia. This did not
prevent the activity of Catholic missionaries. Pope Innocent IV (1243-
1254), Alexander 1V (1254-1261), Urban 1V (1261-1264), Nicholas I11
(1277-1280), Nicholas IV (1288-1292), Clement V (1305-1314),
consecutively introduced the idea of unification of churches in Georgia,
however Georgian politicians did not care about it. (Tamarashvili, pp.
18-39).

However, the papacy's traditional care for the unity of the
churches was not a subject of dispute in Georgia. The Georgian side
refused to unite. Obviously, this could lead to a breakup with the West,
which was against the intentions of the Georgians.

Thus, the relationship between Georgia and the Vatican was an
important direction of the Western policy of the Georgian kings in the
13" -18™ centuries, which began with an attempt to find a military-
political ally in Rome against the Muslim aggressors and ended with
the expansion of Catholic missionaries’ activities in Georgia.
(Papashvili, sakartvelo romis urtiertoba VI-XX ss, 1995, p. 100)

It could be said that Georgia slowed down the offensive waves of
Turk-Selchuks and Mongols on European countries by self-sacrificing
battles against them although it itself became a victim of constant
attacks by Ottomans and Persians.
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In 1453, the conquest of Byzantium and Constantinople by the
Ottomans significantly hindered Georgia's relationships with Europe,
and if earlier the Europeans asked the Georgian Kings for alliance and
assistance, further on the situation has changed and the Georgian Kings
themselves were asking the Europe for help.

From the second half of the 15" century to the first third of the
17" century, Georgia, fragmented into royal principalities, faced the
most difficult period — the survival period. Throughout the 16" century,
Georgia was involved in constant battles - first with Persia, and then
with the Ottomans, who became a strong and invincible rival of Persia
(Javakhishvili 1., 1967, p. 341). Both empires vied with each other to
subjugate a small, struggling country that had no allies. (Meskhia,
1991, p. 3)

All this caused a great damage to Catholicism in Georgia. This
was mainly due to the fact that the Ottoman Empire blocked the road
from Europe to Georgia. In the regions bordering Georgia, the Ottoman
Pashas kept a watchful eye on border: they blocked the way for the
Catholic missionaries so, that they have not been in Georgia for the
entire 16" century. (Tamarashvili, pp. 70-71) By the middle of the same
century, the Ottoman threat became a serious challenge for Europe.
After the Ottomans captured mainland Greece, Hungary, and invaded
the Venetian dominions, "the eschatological formula of the Crusades
was revived: the victory of Christianity required the unity of
Christians.” (Medvedev, 1995, pp. 47-50)" For Georgia, the "Ottoman
Iron Curtain" intensified the problem of finding an ally in the West.

Here, the historical memory regarding the links with the papacy
turned out to be strong. This is clearly confirmed by the restoration of
diplomatic relations with the papacy by the kings of Kartli Luarsab I
(1527-1556) and Simon | (1556-1569; 1578-1599), who fought
fearlessly against the Ottomans for 22 years. The Holy See (Pope Sixtus
V and Clement VIII) spared no diplomatic means to present Georgia's
fight against the Ottomans to the European anti-Ottoman political
forces in the context of international European politics. The papacy
could not provide anything except moral support for Georgia, but such

159



support still instilled a spark of hope among the Georgian politicians
engaged in an unequal battle against Muslims.

Samegrelo principality also had active relationships with Europe.
The head of Odishi, Levan Il Dadiani (1611-1657), brought Catholic
missionaries to Samegrelo and started trading-cultural relationships
with Europe. Later, Salome Dadiani, the daughter of Davit Dadiani and
Ekaterine Chavchavadze, married the French prince Achill Murat at the
French royal court.

In 1783, the Kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti, despite the great desire
to get closer to the European world, found it necessary to sign the
Georgievsky Treaty with Russia, according to which Russia had to stop
Iran-Ottoman expansion.

Later, Russia gradually began to violate the treaty and Georgia
lost its statehood, the centuries-old autocephaly of the Georgian
Church, and its freedom.

The country itself, still suffers from the consequences of the
Russian annexation and occupation and the affected consciousness
problems. (Baramidze, 2014)

Thus, even today, a certain part of the intelligentsia and the
population believe that it is impossible to leave Russian space, that
Russia is a great state and that nothing can be achieved by confronting
it. Such an approach is a product of the conquered nation's psychology
and Soviet thinking. It is against the national idea and striving for
freedom.

As we can see, despite many obstacles, the Georgian kings and
princes had a great desire to establish relationships with Europe and
managed to do so. They never stopped looking for ways to Europe.
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Chapter I11.
INTERMITTENT PERIOD APART FROM EUROPE

ASIAN CONQUERORS AND RUSSIAN ANNEXATION

“Intermittent period apart from Europe” in the presented work
implies the period of the Georgian-European relationship breakup.
Accordingly, we strive for identifying the consequences for each side.
Thus, we want to show the stages and periods of the “Intermittent time”
chronologically.

As we mentioned in the previous chapters, before the Asian
invaders appeared on the political arena, the Georgian kingdoms have
had long cultural, religious, military, diplomatic, political and economic
relations with the Greek, Roman and later Byzantine worlds — the
cornerstones of the European identity.

The battle for the conquest of Iberia-Lazika between Iran and
Rome began in the 1% century and lasted till the 7" century, before the
Arab invasion. Both conquerors tried to gain political-economic
advantage of Asia Minor territory, but the Georgian kingdoms also
fiercely fought for the preservation of their statehood, despite the fact
that none of them had the resources to oppose independently such large
empires.

Although the invasions of Sassanid Iran in Eastern Georgia and
the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire in Western Georgia took
intense character in the IV-VI centuries, both Kartli and Egrisi still
maintained the status of independent kingdoms. It is noteworthy, that
during the period of Byzantine political domination, the Kings of Egrisi
and later Lazika were free to rule the country. The approval as the Kings
by the Byzantine Caesar was just a formality.

After capturing Thilisi and expulsing the Iranians from lberia-
Egrisi, Caesar Heracles tried to strengthen his influence in both
countries, but at this time Arab invaders appeared in the South
Caucasus.

At the same time, Byzantium tried to ensure its domination over
the entire Black Sea coast. The Byzantine emperor promotes the Tao-
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Klarjeti principality on the border of Abkhazia and the south as a kind
of buffer zone (against invasion) against the Arab invasion, whose first
Eristavi was Ashot Kurapalat (786-813), the Eristavi of Kartli, who had
the patronage of the Byzantine emperor.

Both of these principalities were under the patronage of
Byzantium, and they helped them to strengthen in every possible way
in order to resist the Arabs.

Meanwhile, those regions were considered as the shelter for the
persecuted and displaced persons. (Javakhishvili I., 1967, p. 89)* They
used to flee to safety to the South-Western Georgia: Tao-Klarjeti,
Abkhazia and Egrisi, which, as we have already mentioned, were under
the protection of Byzantium. Sheltering from East to South-West
Georgia was of a massive character by that time. (For example, Nerse
—the Eristavi of Kartli was shelterd in Abkhazia with their nobles, serfs
and servants. The aristocracy of Kartli were fled with their army in
Egrisi: Archil, loane, Juansher, etc. (Javakhishvili 1. , 1967, p. 208)
which in the V-VI centuries as a result of the long wars between Iran
and Rome was almost deserted.

From the 6" century to the 8" century, the population of Eastern
Georgia, harassed first by the Iranians and then by the Arabs, moved to
the above-mentioned area and found more political and economic
freedom there. Thus, in the 7" -8" centuries, the new parts of Georgia -
Adjara, Guria and Imereti have appeared. (sakartvelos istoria Vol. I,
2012, pp. 210-212)

Overall, it should be said that the significant changes have been
observed in Georgia in I\V-X centuries, both in terms of the country's
socio-economic development and foreign-political relations. The
turning point is the declaration of Christianity as the state religion, the
abolition of the monarchy, the formation of the power of the chieftain,
the fragmentation of feudalism, the emergence of feudal kingdoms and
the struggle for the expansion and strengthening of these new feudal
units. Which in turn meant a struggle for the unification of the country.

B 03. %9356083000, JoOM39w0 gOHOL OLEMGOS &. II, Md, 1908 §. a3. 89.
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This age is also important for the struggle of the Georgian people
against Sassanid Iran and Arab aggression.

It is true that the process of reunification of Georgia actually
begins with the reign of Bagrat 111 (980 AD), but the process lasted for
centuries, as Eastern Georgia remained in the hands of the Arabs. Only
Davit Agmashenebeli (David IV The Builder) managed to rejoin it in
1122, when he took Thilisi back, expelled the Arabs from Georgia and
moved the throne city to Thilisi. Davit Agmashenebeli was finally able
to unite the Georgian Feudal Principalities. (Makalatia, 1992) This is
where the period of Georgia’s rise begins.

The period of the rise of Georgia was stopped by the Mongol
invasions. This was the political, socio-economic progress time for the
European countries, the Renaissance, enlightenment was taking place,
the unprecedented development of culture and science was taking place,
the conception and strengthening of new bourgeois relations was being
introduced. the main concern of Georgia, surrounded by the conquerors,
was the protection of their homeland from the enemies and the
preservation of their identity. (sakartvelos istoria Vol. Il , 2012, p. 6).

However, the Georgian-European relationships kept up even
during the Mongol invasions. From the second half of the 13" century,
the Georgian ports of Batumi and Sevastopol (Sokhumi) continued to
operate. European merchants used to arrive. Franciscan and Dominican
orders also appeared in Georgia and started to settle in Georgia.

Despite such a difficult situation, Georgia not only was able to
save its statehood and maintain the function of the political and socio-
economic center in the South Caucasus to some extent, but also
significantly slowed down the offensive waves of these invaders on
European countries.

Unfortunately, alongside the Mongol hordes, the Ottoman Empire
was no less dangerous in the 15" century.

The capture of Constantinople by the Ottomans (1453) and the
establishment of control over a large part of Byzantium significantly
determined the future of Georgia, because instead of a cultural, highly
developed Christian state, it became surrounded by a low-level,
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aggressive and very powerful Muslim empire, which blocked the way
to Europe. This kind of situation has lasted for centuries. The Ottoman
dominance have made Georgia to cut off political, economic, and
cultural relationships with Europe and isolated the country from the
spiritual, political, and scientific centers of development of mankind,
thereby hindering the further development of the country. (sakartvelos
istoria Vol. 11, 2012, p. 6).

Thus, the conquest of Constantinople significantly hampered
Georgia's relationships with Europe, and if Europeans used to ask
Georgian Kings for help, the situation completely changed and the
Georgian Kings themselves were asking for help from Europe.

At the same time, the Ottoman-Iranian war broke out, which
started in 1514 and lasted for a long time and ended with the defeat of
the latter, and with this war, a new era in the life of the South Caucasus
began.

From that time onwards, the fight of Georgia against the invaders
intensified even more. These battles resulted in the disintegration of the
united country into separate principalities. The domestic conflicts
became more frequent, but Georgia was able to maintain its statehood
this time as well.

Thus, before the establishment of the Ottoman Empire, the
influence of Byzantium was established in South-West Georgia, and the
domination of the Arabs influenced Eastern Georgia. So, four strong
and large feudal units emerged in the political arena - Abkhazia, Tao-
Klarjeti, Kartli and Kakheti. It was the unification of these four political
units that later became the cornerstone of the creation of a unified
Georgia.

As for cultural and religious aspects, Western Georgia first had
closer relations with Greece, then with Rome and Byzantium, and later
with Iran. Territory-wise, Lazika was bordering Rome, from where
education and culture came earlier and easier than from distant Iran.
That is why Christianity was spread earlier in Western Georgia than in
Eastern Georgia.
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In this regard, the situation was different in Eastern Georgia, which
had more contact with the Asian world, especially with the Iranians,
which was also due to the territorial closeness, the Iranians made a great
contribution to the creation of the political unit of Kartli, although later
they invaded the country and became an obstacle for development. The
Iranians were replaced by the Arabs, who damaged the Georgian state
institution even more, and then the Mongols appear to us as conquerors,
who hindered the cultural, economic and political development of the
united Georgian state, gained for the price of blood and sweat even more,
politically crippled and economically weakened it.

Thus, the Asian invaders did much more damage to the cultural,
economic and political development of Eastern Georgia than
Byzantium - to Western Georgia.

At the end of the 18" century, the politically and economically
weakened and disintegrated country, surrounded by Muslim states,
faced the issue of a new foreign policy orientation in order to end the
endless strife of the Muslim countries in Georgia and the oppression of
the Georgian people.

The Russian Empire itself was trying to dominate the Black and
Caspian seas. The kings of Kartl-Kakheti also believed that it was
possible to use the interests of Russia in favor of their own country,
which finally ended with the signing of the Georgievsky Treaty in 1783.
Unfortunately, this subjugation was soon followed by the annexation of
fragmented but independent Georgian principalities and the abolition of
autocephaly.

Finally, in the 19" century, Georgia was conquered and turned
into a Russian province, and since 1801 the country with such a long
history was wiped out from the world political map.

Nevertheless, the Georgian people continued their uncompro-
mising struggle against the violence of Russian Tsarism in various
forms.

At the beginning of the 20™ century, the political situation in the
world has fundamentally changed, the First World War and the October
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Revolution of Russia allowed Georgia to gain freedom for a short time,
and on May 26, 1918, state independence was restored.

However, this lasted only three years - on February 25, 1921,
against the interests of the Georgian people, the country became a
constituent part of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The era of
unprecedented and bloody political repressions began. The communist
regime completely deprived people of their private property, individual
rights and freedom. After seventy years of rule, the Soviet Union
collapsed and Georgia became an independent country for the second
time in 1991. The period of Georgian-European Union relations starts
from there.

Thus, over the centuries, the Georgian state was accompanied by
many contradictions and difficulties — was it an enemy or domestic
disturbance. The wars of conquest and occupation by the Iranians, then
the Arabs, the Mongols, Persians, Turk-Selchuks, Tsarist Russia, the
Soviet Union, and finally the Russian Federation, which, although, to
some extent hindered the relations of the Georgian state with the
European world, (Pazhava, 2019, p. 112) but despite this, Georgia still
did not stop looking for ways to European ideals and managed to do it
in different ways.

The Georgian Kings and Princes had a great desire to establish
relations with Europe, "for centuries, the Kings of Georgia sought for a
connection with Europe...". (Papashvili, sakartvelo romis urtiertoba VI-
XXss, 1995, p. 107)

An important example of this was the participation of Georgians
in the crusades. (which we wrote about in the previous chapters and we
will not dwell on it again).

Let us even recall the period of the Mongols, when Catholic
missionaries used to come and work in Georgia in 1233-1507.

In this regard, Georgia-Vatican relations are worth noting, which
was an important direction of the Western policy of the Georgian Kings
in the 13"-18" centuries, which began with the attempt to find a
military-political ally in Rome against the Muslim aggressors and

166



ended with the expansion of Catholic missionaries' activities in
Georgia. (Papashvili, sakartvelo romis urtiertoba VI-XX ss, 1995, p. 8)

In the 16" century, the Ottomans blocked the missionaries' way
to Georgia, but Luarsab | and King Simon actively tried to form a
resisting anti-Ottoman coalition with the West (Transylvania, Spain, the
Holy Roman Empire).

Iran hindered the entry of missionaries to Georgia, but could not
contradict the ties.

In addition, in the 17"-18" centuries, Georgia established
diplomatic, religious and cultural ties with the West through
missionaries and was informed of their achievements constantly.

Even in the 19-20" century, under the conditions of Russian
annexation, Georgia's relations with Europe were not interrupted.
Moreover, Georgia used Russia as a window for the European
relationships. Unlike today’s reality, Russia itself, had the desire to
become a part of the European civilization.

It is worth mentioning that a parliament-like body in Georgia in
the 12th century, under the leadership of Kutlu-Arslan, demanded the
restriction of the king's rights in the form of a new body, a "Karavi,"
which represented a certain form of democratic governance.

In addition, it is important that in the world history of the Middle
Ages, Georgia was the country, where not only the death penalty, but
also the humiliating punishments were prohibited.

Moreover, in 1662, one of the Theatine missionaries wrote that
justice in the principality of Odishi never condemned a criminal to
death. "The Megrelians condemn the justice system of our countries
(meaning the countries of Western Europe-E.F.) for punishing the
guilty [with death]” - wrote the Father from Theatine to the Holy
Throne. (Papashvili M, Mamistvalishvili E Gamezardashvili Z,, 2018 ,
p. 31)

As we can see, Georgia actively participated in all the events that
originated in Europe and Asia, although did not strive to establish
Islamic culture in the Georgian reality, and this is because Georgia had
made its European choice a long time ago.
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At the same time, it is notable that Georgia's political conflict with
Greece, Rome and later Byzantium, unlike the Asian and Russian
conquerors, did not have such a harmful effect on the country.
Therefore, Georgia’s current Western course is completely natural and
pragmatic, and it has a great consensus in Georgian society.

It is also worth mentioning that among all these conquerors, the
most organized battle was declared by the "Russian Empire" against the
part of European civilization and its supporting Georgian state, which
continues up to date.

In 1992, after the declaration of independence by Georgia, the
European Union officially recognized Georgia's independence, and the
rapprochement period begins from here, which continues successfully
even today.

After Russian invasion to Georgia, in August 2008, one of their
goals was to change the vector of the Euro-Atlantic direction of
Georgia. Although this did not stop this process, but even accelerated
it. It was followed by the Association Agreement between Georgia and
the European Union in 2016. In 2017, visa-free travel to the
EU/Schengen territory officially came into force.

In 2022, the European Council recognized Georgia's European
perspective and is ready to grant the country the status of a candidate
country.

Despite numerous aggressions, Georgia has been able to be
receptive to different cultures in almost every period of history and has
developed into a unique country in terms of multiculturalism and
tolerance. (Baramidze, 2014).

Thus, as we can see, the intermittent time according to the
research turned out to be a conditional concept, because even under the
conditions of the Asian and Russian conquerors, relations with the
European world of Georgia did not stop.
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Chapter IV.
PROJECTS OF THE IDEA OF A UNITED EUROPE AND
GEORGIA

PROJECTS OF THE IDEA OF A UNITED EUROPE

The concepts about the idea of a united Europe have been formed
since ancient times, and its research has always been at the center of
world historiography attention and it still is.

Over the millennia, the "European idea" or the "concept of
Europe” included various concepts - geographical, economic, political,
cultural, historical, and was associated with the idea of freedom from
antiquity throughout history.

Initially, the idea of a united Europe was considered as a
defensive wall against the external enemies. Historically, the Asian
countries were considered as the enemies, and later the things have
changed, followed by the devastating results of the Second World War,
the Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, and today Russia appears again
in the role of the aggressor.

However, it should also be said that the idea of a United Europe,
in many cases, caused certain fears that a union of independent
European states with limited rights would be created. Such fears
naturally existed in the early stages of the origin and development of
the ideas of the unification of European countries and peoples. Similar
concerns exist in many European countries even at the current stage of
their development.

The first signs of the project of the idea of a United Europe appear
in the IX-X centuries. The creation of a common European policy in the
form of the empire of Charles the Great (768-814) and his direct heirs’
dates back to this time, which later entered history under the name of
the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation (962-1806) and
represented the whole Europe as a single political unit.

One of the main unifying forces of medieval Europe was based
on both ecclesiastic and secular authority.
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The Christian faith itself, tried religious homogeneity of the
Western European society and strengthened the role of the Christian
religion, as the event of a general importance for all Europeans.
Therefore, religious affiliation became the main sign of belonging to
the European world. A clear example of this is the Crusades, which
became a common European affair and unified the European peoples
under its flag.

The external threat from the Muslim world significantly
strengthened the influence of the Pope's throne on secular power. Thus,
the Roman Catholic Church placed itself above any secular power
throughout feudal Europe. Therefore, it is not surprising that the first
European projects became the product of this version of the idea of
European unification and were based on Europe as a Christian world.

The confrontation between Europe and the Muslim East began
with the Reconquista in the eighth century and continued with the
crusades at the end of the XI and the beginning of the XII century, the
goal of which was to liberate the Holy Land from the Muslims and to
hand over the Lord's tomb to the Christians.

Frankly, the Crusades failed, but they surely left the traces. The
crusading movements gave rise to "...the creation (Medvedev, 1995, pp.
42-43) of Western European trans and national institutions™, though we
do not see the topicality of this issue for further discussion.

Historically, the first European unification project belongs to
Pierre Dubois (1250-1320), a lawyer and publicist of the French royal
court. In the treatise "Derecuperatione Terrae Sanctae", his goal was to
end the wars, politically unite a large part of European countries,
including Byzantium, and create a "Christian Republic" under the
leadership of the King of France, which would have been a
confederation (Heater, 1992) of European monarchs based on a kind of
federation of European monarchs. An arbitration court was also noted
in the Dubois project, where primarily, misunderstandings and conflicts
would have been solved. (Dawson, 1947)

The idea of peace as the highest value of European society was
also well expressed by the great Italian poet Dante Alighieri (1265 -
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1321). In various letters and treatises, Dante supported a strong empire
that would guarantee peace in Europe. In this case, the author placed
especially high hopes on the French monarch and the German Emperor.
For Dante, the European world was Christendom, and it was Christian
virtue that should become the basis of intra-European reconciliation.

Eventually, in 1453, after the fall of Constantinople, the European
monarchs came to the conclusion that they should fight against the
common enemy standing together.

The Pan-European project of Jiri Z Podebrad (1420-1471), King
of Bohemia (modern Czech Republic), also conveys the idea of fighting
a common enemy with united forces, where he spoke about the alliance
between France, the Czech Republic and Venice against Turkey.

By that time, the Byzantine Empire, which was an indivisible and
significant part of Europe, disappeared from the arena of history as a
result of the Ottoman conquest. The Ottoman Empire, which arose on
the site of the Byzantine Empire, was formed as the threat for European
civilization, and Europe lived under the threat of their expansion. This
gave a strong impulse to the formation of the European Union. The
concept of this unity had a Christian nature, since the war against the
Ottomans was taking on the character of a divine war.

Exactly that idea of Jiri Podebradel considered the for creation of
the Anti-Ottoman Pan-European League, which offered the Europeans
to create a common union under the leadership of the French, Germans,
Spanish and Italians. The governing body of which was to be the
Council of the Union, consisting of the heads of Christian countries and
the President of the Council. England, as well as Catholic Poland and
Lithuania, and surely, Orthodox Moscow, were not included in the
planned union.

Thus, Jiti Podebradel's "League" aimed to create an anti-Ottoman
coalition and prevent external threats. The doctrine clearly outlined the
possibility of restoring the stability of the monotheistic Christian
European world. The members of the alliance had to take an oath not to
use arms against each other, and to settle disputes between the members
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of the alliance and other Christian monarchs. Besides, Jiri proposed the
creation of the Arbitration Court.

Unfortunately, the Czech King could not implement his idea due
to conflict with the Catholic Church. More specifically, as far as the
plan of the Czech King did not consider any leading role for the Holy
See, the papacy did everything to prevent its implementation.

The Spanish humanist Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540) called for an
end to the conflict between the European Christian states and for their
unification in the European alliance.

For the idea of a united Europe, the poet and humanist Pope Pius
I1 in 1458 asked the Christian monarchs to gather and discuss the issue
of a new crusade of "Europe™ against Turkey. The Pope believed that a
united Europe could repel religious enemies. It was Pius Il who first
introduced the idea of Europe as a "common house" to society. More
specifically, for the first time in the Pope's project, the previously
existing term "Christianity" was replaced by "European world". It
should also be said here that the term "Christian Europe" is a completely
relevant concept for modern Europe as well.

It is also worth noting that this step can also be considered as a
proof of Pius II's religious tolerance in relation to the Eastern schism,
and as a continuation of the traditional policy of the Holy See to achieve
the unification of "Greater" Europe, based on the Catholic version of
Christianity, particularly - through the Union. The first attempt of this
type took place back in 1274, when the Mother Church of Rome called
the Holy Roman Empire, the Pope and Byzantium for reconciliation,
for the Uniate of Churches. This was followed by the so-called The
Failed Uniate of Florence in 1439, which was adopted by dying
Byzantium.

The initiative of Pope Pius Il was not very successful. Most of the
monarchs of Christian Europe did not respond to his appeal. The
reasons for the failure of this initiative were cited as the excessive
idealism of the Pope's project, as well as the secularization of the
European society in religious views.
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After Christian world was divided into Catholic and Protestant
regions, the doctrine of Christian Europe lost its theocratic component
for the new European reality. Accordingly, non-religious ideas of
European unity were put on the agenda.

In this regard, the ideas of the French writer Cruce Emeric (1590-
1648) are worth noting. He was the first to raise the issue of the
economic principles of European unity. In his treatise "New Cyneas",
he considered the development of trade and crafts to be a necessary
basis for peace in Europe. (Mansfield, 2013, a3. 2-22) For this purpose,
he called on the monarchs of Europe to create an interstate assembly,
where non-Christian states would also be allowed to participate
(German A, Reza De La, 2015, a3. 146-160).

“The Great Project” by Maximilien de Béthune, 1% Duke of Sully
(1559-1641) is considered to be one of the famous projects of the
European unity of the 17" century. According to this project (1638),
Europe was to become a confederation of monarchies of equal size and
potential, consisting of 40 representatives of all countries, 20 of whom
were appointed by the Pope, the Holy Roman Emperor, the King of
France, and the sovereigns of Italy and Spain. Another 20
representatives were appointed by the participating countries. The
Council would change its members every three years and be
subordinated to six Regional Councils. The main task and right of the
General Council would be to consider arbitration disputes between
European countries and their subjects. The decisions of the Council
should be binding and final. Basically, the aim of the Council was
creating a Unified Armed Forces. (German A, Reza De La, 2015, g3.
146-160).

It should be noted that according to Bethune’s project, Turkey and
Russia were not included in the framework of the European
Confederation and it clearly had a civilizational character, which is still
popular today and has many followers in Europe.

Meanwhile, pacifist trends were gaining strength in European
society. European humanists who were against the war called for
brotherhood and unity among all Europeans. The most important figure
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among them was Erasmus Roterodamus (1466-1536), a great Dutch
humanist of the 15" century.

Roterodamus related religious aspects to his anti-war character.
This period coincided with the beginning of the reformation movement
in Europe. The Central European provinces of the Holy Roman Empire
refused to recognize the power of the Vatican and created a new model
of Church organization. Thus, the Protestant version of Christian
dogma was formed. Therefore, Erasmus preached pacifism as well as
religious unity to the community: Erasmus urged Europeans to refuse
to settle their disputes with blood because they all were the children of
God.

Unfortunately, religious conflict in Europe lasted for a long time
and turned into the Thirty Years' War of Religion (1618-1648). This
terrible war gave rise to a new wave of pacifism, prominent
representatives of which were the Czech thinker-theologian and
University professor Jan Amos Comenius and the monk and teacher
Emeric Kruse from Paris.

Amongst other things, an important aspect of Jan Amos
Komensky's (1592-1670) work was his views on Europe and ways to
achieve European unity. In his opinion, the idea of a universal
international language was the key to enable European peoples to
coexist peacefully with each other.

The English writer and religious thinker William Penn (1644-
1718) also took the initiative for the future peaceful arrangement of
Europe. Penn proposed to the Europeans for the formation of the
League and Confederation, which should have united all the European
countries including Russia and Turkey. The higher body was supposed
to be the Congress (Parliament), whose function would be to arbitrate
and, if necessary, force the countries in conflict to turn to peace. Penny's
project was very similar to de Bethune's "Great Project".

In his project, Penn highlighted the introduction of a multi-level
decision-making system in the League of Europe. He distinguished
three levels: supranational, state and local. This structure proposed by
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Penn was innovative by that time. The idea survived and it is still
successfully implemented in the EU institutional structures.

One of the most systematic and conceptual European projects
belongs to the French abbot Charles de Saint-Pierre (1658-1743). In his
treatise "Eternal Peace in Europe” (1712-1729), he pays attention to
establishing the prerequisites for a single European union and creating
its mechanisms, where he also considered the neighboring Islamic
states. (Seth C Kulessa R, 2017, pp. 23-25)

According to Saint-Pierre, bringing the peoples from Europe
together would facilitate the establishment of "eternal peace™ in Europe.
For him, the basis of "eternal peace" was a "European balance™ based
on the status quo. Saint-Pierre emphasized the role of diplomatic
negotiations and believed that the negotiation process was guaranteed
to be favorable to all agreements. However, the reality of European
politics of the 18" century was ambiguous and did not give hope for a
peaceful Europe based on the status quo, as many critics of the Saint-
Pierre project pointed out. At the same time, a long-term system of
integration of European society was an undoubted merit of the author.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) was among the critics as
well, who looked more carefully at Pierre's confederation and believed
that this union should not be artificial and ambivalent, since it seemed
difficult to settle the conflicts that had existed for centuries in such an
easy way, moreover, Saint-Pierre considered Islamic states in addition
to the Christian ones in this union.

The great German philosopher Immanuel Kant (Kant, 2020, p.
176) (1724-1804) dedicated his work to “Eternal Peace”. Kant also
came up with the idea of creating a Confederation of European
countries.

Kant linked the principles of the internal organization of the state
with the activities of the foreign policy. According to the philosopher,
a regime that oppresses its own citizens cannot pursue a moral, just
foreign policy. Thus, in the late 18" and early 19" centuries, Kant well
formulated the basic dilemma of international law, which establishes
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the direct dependence of the legitimacy of a particular state and national
sovereignty on the respect of human rights in the country.

It is worth noting that, unlike to the humanistic traditions of the
United European idea, the Eurocentric direction of "United Europe™
appears, which was caused by the processes of colonization and later
became the cornerstone for the creation of the racial theory. The
implementation of the Nazi-European project “New Europe" of the 20"
century was also the merit of Eurocentrism.

Later, the intensification of contacts between Europeans and
representatives of other cultures, based on humane and educational
traditions, contributed to the formation of the liberal component of the
European ideological heritage.

Therefore, European culture is only one among many cultures,
each of which has its own value and equal rights in relation to others.
Universalism, understood as tolerance towards the norms and values of
other societies, is one of the dominant ethical codes of the European
Community today.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the "European Union™ took
place under the leadership of Napoleon Bonaparte, under the auspices
of the French Empire. The projects implemented by Napoleon were
followed by a crucial rearrangement and modernization of the political
space of Central and Western Europe. The Holy Roman Empire of the
German nation ceased to exist (1806). The legal and political regimes
of Western European countries were merged with the French model. In
particular, the French Civil Code (the so-called Napoleonic Code) was
included in the legislation of a number of European countries.

The establishment of French hegemony in Europe was met with
tough opposition, and in 1814 Napoleon's plan to unite Europe by force
finally collapsed.

Correspondingly, a new project of reorganization of the European
political space has become relevant.

In 1815, the Act of Holy Alliance signed at the Congress of
Vienna announced the return of European politics to Christian moral
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norms. In addition, the cornerstone of the European system became the
principle of legitimation - respect for the rights of traditional Monarchs.

From the second half of the 19" century, a new rise of the single
European idea begins. Representatives of this idea were liberals and
nationalists from various European countries. Among them - Giuseppe
Mazzini, the founder of the "Young Europe” movement, Louis Blanc,
Lajos Kossuth and others. Unlike the authors of the previously
discussed European projects, representatives of "Young Europe"
demanded the consolidation of European society, not just European
countries.

In 1849, at the Il World Congress in Paris, Victor Hugo spoke
about the future of a united Europe and noted that "The day will come
when all the nations of this continent, without giving up their
individuality, will unite in a close union and lay the foundation for a
great European brotherhood. One day, no more battlefields will exist..."

Despite this attitude, by the end of the 19" century, Europe
became an arena of opposing blocs: a quadrupled alliance of Central
Europe engaged in a struggle for hegemony on the continent, along with
the old colonial empires and Russia. Therefore, before World War 1, the
European idea represented an uncertainty in big politics.

The results of the World War | created new conditions for the
development of the European idea. First of all, nationalism and
imperialism were completely compromised.

The four largest empires of continental Europe - Germany,
Russia, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire - were disintegrated
as a result of the war.

The European political space, which was being formed for
centuries, was divided into two parts. After the victory of the Bolshevik
Revolution in 1917, Russia withdrew from the European political
space.

In 1920, the first reaction against the backdrop of the created
situation, was the creation of a Pan-European movement. In 1923,
Count Richard Nikolaus Coudenhove-Kalergi (1894-1972) published
the manifest "Pan-Europe”, in which he spoke about the collapse of the
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European economy, the catastrophic weakening of the European states
and suggested a way out of the existing crisis (Daniel C. Villanueva.,
2005).

In his opinion, European states should be united in order to face
the existing enemy effectively.

In order to compete with the mentioned countries efficiently, he
proposed to the European countries to create a common market and
equip it with the necessary supranational institutions. In particular, it
was about international arbitration and customs union.

From a political point of view, Kalergi came up with the initiative
of creating a Pan-European military union to protect the eastern borders
of Europe, the implication of which was Russia. The author of Pan-
Europe did not consider the relationships of supranational institutions
with the national institutions of the sovereign member states of Pan-
Europe. That is why, in the end, the project turned out to be more of a
slogan than a real course of action. With this project, he awakened a
new, post-war generation supporting the European idea.

In 1930, European projects first acquired an international-legal
status, and Aristide Briand's (former French foreign minister)
memorandum on the organization of a European Federal Union was
registered in the League of Nations.

Aristide Briand (1862-1932) was a great supporter of Pan-
Europeanism. He put forward his plan for the unification of Europe,
which had to take place on the basis of a "Federal Union™ and a
"Common Market". He was the first to clearly establish the principles
of the integration of the European countries. Its main goal was to boost
the economy and raise the standard of living of the Europeans.

By the way, after the occupation of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia by Bolshevik Russia, and after taking a political shelter in
France by the Georgian government, Aristide Briand remained a
supporter of the idea of independence of the Caucasus and Georgia in
particular. He met several times with the representatives of the
Caucasus republics and called for common actions. At a meeting of the
Entente Council in Cannes in January 1922, chaired by Brian, a
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resolution was passed requiring Russia to withdraw its occupation
troops from Transcaucasia. (Saralidze, 2017, p. 354)

The situation changed in 1933, when the German Nazis banned
the activities of the Pan-European Union on their territory, which
weakened the idea of a United Europe. All the books of Coudenhove-
Kalerg were subjected to burning, because according to the Nazis "the
unification of Europe would bring an unacceptable mixing of races".
Adolf Hitler called Pan-Europe "An ideal of racial exclusion and a tool
for the conquest of Europe by the Jews". Therefore, at that time the
German National Socialists became the main enemies of Pan-
Europeanism.

1935 was a turning point in the development of the Pan-European
Union. The closer the World War 11 was the less attention was paid to
the ideas of European integration by the countries. The influence of the
Pan-European Union on real politics has weakened a lot. It was possible
to discuss the problems only at the meetings of the League of Nations
(it was the only organization that was against the European chaos).

In the meantime, the nationalist attitudes of the states gained
strength in Europe, and the Pan-European idea turned to be powerless
in the fight against them.

Throughout this period, the Pan-European movement comes out
against the Nazis and calls them not to allow a new war.

Numerous outstanding intellectuals joined the Pan-European
Union, including: Albert Einstein, Bernard Shaw, Paul Valery, Heinrich
and Thomas Mann, José Ortega-y-Gasset, Stefan Zweig, Rainer Maria
Rilke, Miguel de Unamuno, Sigmund Freud, Franz Werfel, Salvador
De Madariaga. Pan-European Union was joined by the prominent
politicians as well: Otto von Habsburg, Konrad Adenauer, Charles de
Gaulle, Franz Josef Strauss, Bruno Kreisky, Georges Pompidou and
others (Jandieri, 2014).

Nevertheless, World War Il was inevitable and Europe was
unable to avoid it. It was another attempt to forcefully integrate the
world after Napoleon. Its ideological basis was the racial theory, which
considered the peoples of Europe close to the ideal Aryan race.
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The racial version of the European idea was developed by
German National Socialism, which began the ethnic cleansing of
Germany from "racially foreign elements™ from 1933, thereby trying to
unite all indigenous European nations as a "truly Aryan" race.

Hitler's European project could not be realized due to the defeat
in the war.

Despite the Nazi pressure, the ideas of a United Europe did not
cease to exist. Moreover, the scale of the catastrophe caused by Nazism
encouraged the growth of European movements in the post-war period,
which was manifested in the creation of many organizations aimed at
the unification of Western Europe and the creation of new, competitive
projects that would be widely supported by the population. Qualitative
growth was expressed in the active support of pro-European positions
by "old school" politicians. In this regard, Winston Churchill became
an important figure. In his famous Zirich speech, Churchill spoke about
the creation of a European Federation similar to the USA and noted
French-German reconciliation as the first step for the European
unification.

Soon after the end of the World War Il, very tense relations
established between the East and the West. The Soviet Union became a
source of danger for Western democracy.

An important event of the post-war years was The Hague
Congress of Supporters of United Europe (1948). More than 700
delegates from 16 countries gathered to discuss the principles and ways
of integration. Not all the interests were met at the Congress and at the
further meetings as well, though all parties agreed on the main point:
Europe had to start the process of real unification. In a word, The Hague
Congress defined a specific program for the unification of the European
Union.

Along with opponents, the idea of a European Federal
Arrangement was supported by a number of prominent political figures,
including Jean Monnet (1888-1979), Robert Schuman (1886-1963),
Konrad Adenauer (1876-1967), Winston Churchill. Churchill (1874-
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1965), Alcide de Gasperi (1881-1954), whom today we call "Fathers of
the European Union™.

It should be noted that against the backdrop of the bipolar
international system established after the World War 11, the United
States of America (USA) was also interested in restoring the economy
of European states. Accordingly, in 1947, in order to promote the
economic strengthening of European states, USA within the framework
of the 4-year (1947-1951) "European Recovery Program™ (ERP) known
as "The Marshall Plan" allocated 13 billion dollars.

Thus, the process of European economic integration gave rise to
the formation of the structure of the European Union.

The idea of unification of Europe was first put forward by the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill, who spoke about
the necessity of creating the United States of Europe in a speech in
Zurich (Switzerland) on September 19, 1946. However, the idea was
left undeveloped.

1950 could be considered the beginning of European integration,
when the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Robert Schuman, voiced
the initiative of the French politician, Jean Monet - to unite the coal and
steel mines of Western Europe.

Ultimately, in 1951 the European Coal and Steel Union was
created, which included six states - Belgium, West Germany,
Luxembourg, France, Italy and the Netherlands. It was decided to create
an independent supranational body, the so-called "Supreme Authority"
that would manage issues related to the production and sale of coal and
steel in these countries. Jean Monet was appointed as the first President
of the Supreme Authority. (Kapanadze, 2006, p. 6) In 1953, a common
market for iron, coal, ore and scrap was created, and later, a common
market for steel.

In 1957, the Treaty of Rome was signed and entered into force in
1958, establishing the European Economic Union and Euratom. Jean
Monnet and his followers also believed that economic integration was
a precursor to future political integration, which, if achieved, would
prevent future bloodshed and wars on the European continent.
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The main goal of the Schuman plan was to prevent wars in
Europe. The Union of Coal and Steel itself served the only purpose —
to ensure the peaceful coexistence of Germany and France and to
deepen the economic and later political interdependence of the two
countries.

European Union in the early 50s was not properly shared in Great
Britain. They believed the idea to be utopian, so Great Britain did not
join the six-country initiative. By the way, the restraint on the part of
Great Britain gave quite a negative charge to this European initiative.

The Schuman Plan considered the mechanism of maintaining
control over the national interests of the six countries — in the form of
the so-called Council of Ministers. The Council of Ministers was
created in order not to harm the interests of the French and German
states in case of a conflict issue. Ultimately, coal, and steel should have
been produced at minimum prices and delivered to high consumption
facilities without any trade barriers. The governments of the six
countries should have ensured the smooth running of these processes
and changed national legislation so that discriminatory trade barriers
should not hindered integration processes.

States were also prohibited from giving subsidies to state or other
enterprises operating in the field of integration. Anyway, the Supreme
Authority was considered the main regulatory and decision-making
body. It had the right to investigate the activities of private companies
operating in the market and hindering the integration process.

By the way, in the early 50s, the creation of the European Defense
Union was started, but this initiative was soon forgotten.

In 1959, under the leadership of Great Britain, on the initiative of
Prime Minister McMillan, an Economic Union of seven states was
created, in which, addition to in Britain, Austria, Denmark, Norway,
Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland entered. One of the main goals of
this Union was to absorb the “arrogant” six (member countries of the
European Economic Union). Of course, British sympathies were more
on the side of such an organization, because the area of free trade was
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nothing more than an economic union that did not show any threat to
British sovereignty and political interests.

1960-74 was a period of economic growth in Western Europe,
which made Great Britain to show more interest in joining the
Economic Unions. The first application on joining the Unions by Prime
Minister McMillan was made in 1961. Despite the positive attitude of
French Prime Minister Pompidou, French President Charles de Gaulle
vetoed Britain's admission to the European Union. This kind of action
was a follow-up of the 1963, when the United States of America sold
the Polaris submarine missile to Britain.

The attitude towards Great Britain has changed after Georges
Pompidou and Willy Brandt came to the head of France and Germany
in 1969.

After that, the process of British integration into the European
Union accelerated. An agreement with Great Britain, Denmark, Ireland
and Norway was signed in 1972, and these countries, except Norway
became full members of the European Economic Union in 1973. The
only country that did not support joining the unions in the referendum
was Norway. Norway is still not a member of the European Union. For
some reason, it is still against the European Union, as evidenced by
another referendum in 1994. (Kapanadze, 2006, p. 7)

The 1970s are known as the “Era of crises” for European
Economic Unions. During this period, such terms as "Euro sclerosis”
and "Euro pessimism" emerged.

As for “Euro pessimism”, this term refers to a skepticism towards
the European idea and a belief that integration is not as inevitable and
prosperous as it is generally perceived.

In 1975, the European Economic Union faced a crisis, after Great
Britain demanded a fresh start of negotiations and revision of the
Accession Treaty. In June 1975, a referendum was held in Great Britain
on whether Great Britain should continue its membership of the Union,
with 67.2 percent in favor of Britain remaining in the European Union.

In 1977, Roy Jenkins became the president of the European
Commission, who introduced the idea of a European monetary system.

183



A similar project was developed by Pompidou in 1972, but its
implementation failed due to the oil crisis that began in the mid-70s.
Roy Jenkins had the support of French President Giscard d'Estaing and
Helmut Schmidt regarding the European Monetary Union, but failed to
persuade British Prime Minister James Callaghan.

Nevertheless, the European Monetary Union came into force in
1979. Its development was pre-planned and consisted of several stages.
The third stage of this project considered the introduction of the
common currency, which eventually entered into force in 1999, when
the national currencies in the territory of the Eurozone were replaced
by the Euro. In the same period, the expansion of the European
Economic Union to new member states took place. Greece, with which
Europe had frozen relations in 1969-74, managed to restore democracy
in the country and soon submitted the first official application for EU
membership.

Initially, the European Commission refused to accept Greece
because they did not match any economic criteria. Nevertheless, the
Council of Ministers and the European Council supported the
admission of Greece into the Unions due to political considerations, to
avoid the loss of the revived democracy and the spread of communism
in the country. In addition, Greece's entry into the European Union
coincided with Spain's and Portugal’s aspirations for closer integration
with the European Union. Both Spain and Portugal, like Greece,
represented recently liberated countries from the military dictatorship,
so the European states were not in a hurry to refuse them. Notably,
Greece quickly distanced its aspirations from Spanish and Portuguese
interests, as France doubted the prospect of Spanish integration due to
a threat to French agricultural production since appearthe ance of a new
producer on a market.

The second important event that happened in the 70s was the
introduction of the electability of the European Parliament. Although
the Treaty of Rome provided for the election of members of the
Assembly, member states preferred to send their representatives of the
Parliament to the European Forum. However, after the Paris Resolution
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in 1974, which institutionalized the European Council, it was decided
to finally allow the election of parliamentarians in order not to lose the
balance within the European Economic Unions. It is noteworthy that
France and Great Britain were in favor of deputizing the
parliamentarians, while the majority of small EEC member states,
including Italy, supported the election of European parliament
members. The same position was shared by the European Commission,
which wanted to acquire a new partner in the form of the Parliament in
the fight against the Council of Ministers.

Ultimately, the first elections were held in 1979 and laid the
foundation for the origin of new Parliament membership in the
European Union. It should be noted that at the initial stage the
consequences of a new model Parliament was not obvious, although the
increased role of the Parliament became evident after the adoption of
the Single European Act and the Maastricht Treaty establishing the
European Union.

Another problem that arose at the turn of the 70s and 80s was
related to the huge sums paid by Great Britain to the budget of the
European Economic Union. Margaret Thatcher from the first day of
becoming the Prime Minister was against such a waste of funds by
Britain, because it was a fact that Great Britain, together with Germany,
was the largest contributor to the budget of the European Union, and
received only a small part of the funds back. Although Thatcher's
demand for a new budget deal was clear to everyone, but Thatcher's
demanding manner and specific methods of diplomacy significantly
slowed down to achieve a compromise.

Ultimately, in 1980, the leaders of the European states reached a
compromised agreement, but after its expiration, in 1983, the problem
re-emerged in full throttle. After the series of failed summits in the early
1980s European governments decided to satisfy British interests. In
1984, an agreement was reached at Fontainebleau, according to which
Great Britain's financial contribution to the budget of the European
Union was significantly reduced (Great Britain saved more than 10
billion pounds between 1984 and 1990). At the same time, the
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satisfaction of British budgetary interests paved the way for new
initiatives, the most important of which is the creation of a common
market.

The European Parliament elections in 1979 created an
opportunity for the future reform of the European Union. The expansion
of the functions of the European Parliament is closely related to the
name of Altiero Spinelli. Spinelli, appointed to the commission by Italy
in 1970, unexpectedly resigned in 1976 and chose to continue his work
in the European Parliament. In 1980, Spinelli established the so-called
“The Crocodile Club”, which aimed to strengthen European Unions and
expand the role of Parliament. The club was named after the Crocodile
Restaurant in Strasbourg. Spinelli managed to create a committee of
institutional issues in the European Parliament, where he began to raise
issues relevant to the European Union. In 1983, this committee worked
out the European Union foundation Treaty, which was to replace all the
previous treaties related to the European Union foundation. In February
1984, the European Parliament adopted this treaty by 237 votes to 31.
Although it was clear that the governments of the member states would
not approve this project under any circumstances, the European
Parliament showed its strength and proved to the skeptics that it was in
favor of European integration and represented one of the driving forces.
In the second half of the 1980s, the European Community underwent a
significant transformation. First of all, it was related to the quantitative
growth of European Economic Unions, considering the entry of Spain
and Portugal into it.

The development of the Common Market in the late 80s is closely
related to the President of the Commission, Jacques Delors. The
Delors’s Commission made a great contribution to the development of
the European Union and the growth of its economic potential.

At the same time, the necessity of carrying out institutional
reforms has also matured. The Treaty project prepared by the
Parliament, as well as the report of the specially created Dougie
Commission, launched negotiations on new institutional reforms and a
new redistribution of the balance of power within the European Union.

186



The Intergovernmental Conference opened in Luxembourg in the
early September of 1985 and lasted until January 1986. Finally, in
February 1986, a Single European Act was created, which was signed
by all countries. It is worth noting that with the Single European Act,
Delor managed to lay the foundation for economic and monetary
integration. As a result of his initiative, a whole chapter was added to
the agreement, according to which the convergence of economic and
monetary policy was declared as the main goal of the future
development of the Union.

After the Single European Act, the entry into the final phase of
the common market was put on the agenda. Several EU countries, and
France in particular, have prioritized finalizing the common market.

The first stage of the European Monetary Union began in 1989,
which meant joining the single exchange rate. Since Great Britain
joined this system, the pound withdrew from the European Monetary
Union, although this did not prevent other countries from moving to a
single currency system by 2000. (Kapanadze, 2006, p. 11)

1991 and the Maastricht Treaty represent a new stage in the
development of the European Union, according to which the European
Union is based on European Economic Union, Justice and Internal
Affairs and Common Foreign and Security Policy. It was decided that
they should be administered at national levels, without the intervention
of the Commission and other EU institutions. As a result of the
Maastricht Treaty, the power of the European Parliament was increased,
the European Central Bank was created and serious preparations for
introducing a single currency began.

1995 was the year of another European Union expansion. Three
countries of the European Free Trade Area — Sweden, Austria and
Finland — became the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth members of
the European Union. This expansion was one of the most painless for
the European Union, because its new members already represented
highly developed countries that had the power to withdraw more funds
for the European budget than they received [9,15-28].
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1990s was the period of EU integration as well. In 2004, 10
countries joined the European Union: Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Hungary, Poland, Malta, and Cyprus.
The number of EU members has increased to 25. The purpose of the
European Union enlargement was to develop the Eastern and Central
European countries freed from Soviet rule and to catch up with Western
European living standards through admission to the European Union.
By that moment only the Greek part of the island of Cyprus represents
the European Union, because the Greek Cypriot population refused to
join the Turkish part of Cyprus, according to referendum. Two more
countries, Romania and Bulgaria, had joined the European Union in
2008, and in 2013, Croatia became the last country to join European
Union.

In 2016, for the first time in the history of the European Union,
its member state leaves the European Union voluntarily. As a result of
the referendum held in Great Britain, it was decided to leave the
European Union. The majority of participants, 52 percent, supported
leaving the European Union. The number of "Remainers” in the
European Union was 48%.

Despite this unprecedented fact in the history of the European
Union, the leaders of the Union remain optimistic and say that the 27-
member union can easily cope with the faced challenges without
Britain.

An unprecedented fact also happened in 2022, when the European
Union granted candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova, and candidate
member state to Georgia. It is true that the above-mentioned status was
granted against the backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine war, but on the
other hand, it is a unique chance for these countries to become EU
member states in the near future.

Thus, based on all of the above, we can conclude: the idea of a
United Europe, the first signs of which originate in the 9", and 10%
centuries, was based on Europe as the Christian world. It was a
confrontation between Europe and external enemies.
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Later, the idea of Europe as Christendom gradually lost
popularity, which was initially due to the division of the Western
Christian world into Catholic and Protestant regions and the formation
of the first nation-states. It was followed by thirty years of religious
wars, which turned into real bloodshed (1618-1648) and which gave
birth to a new wave of pacifism. The European projects of the XVII
century were based on political pragmatism and were clearly
civilizational by its character.

What concerns the Enlightenment philosophy, which arose in
Europe in the second half of the 17" century and became the ideological
basis of European society in the 18" century, it left a deep mark on the
development of the European idea and the European political model as
well.

Along with the formation of the European idea, the processes of
colonization were also worth noting, which in turn contributed to the
emergence of Eurocentrism, which was formed on the basis of racial
theory and aimed at the implementation of the Nazi-European project -
"The New Europe".

In turn, active relations between Europeans and representatives of
other cultures, based on humane and educational traditions, helped in
the formation of the liberal component of the European ideological
heritage.

Finally, the large-scale bloody confrontations between European
states started in the 19" century never ceased in the 20" century, as was
followed by two World Wars, which weakened and suppressed mass
pacifist and European movements. Its further restoration begins already
after the wars.

Today, the European Union consists of 27 independent, sovereign
states, who aspire for prosperity and economic progress.
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PARTICIPATION OF GEORGIANS IN THE PROJECTS
OF THE IDEA OF A UNITED EUROPE

What concerns to Georgia's participation in the projects of the
common European idea, the example of participation in the Crusades
by Georgians is of a great importance in this regard.

Like European countries, the Crusades penetrated into the
religious, military and political life of Georgia. In Georgian mentality,
it acted as a shared ideal against a common enemy. (Papashvili,
sakartvelo dasavletis aghmosavluri politikisa da eklesiata uniis
kontekstshi (XI11-X1V saukunis 30-iani tslebi), 96-126, thilisi, p. 121)
Namely, to free the tomb of Christ in Jerusalem from Muslims. In this
struggle, Georgia is a natural ally of the Latin West (Aavalishvili, 1989,
p. 32), though the Georgian state tried to act within the limits to protect
the guarantees of its interests.

Georgian king David IV Agmashenebeli (The Builder) (1089-
1125) had direct contact with the Crusaders (Aavalishvili, 1989, p. 45).
The famous “Didgori” war, with participation of 200 European knights
(1121 AD) represented a common Christian affair against enormous
coalition of Muslims and thus gave this war international significance.
(Papashvili, sakartvelo shua sauk’uneebis evropul samgaroshi, 2011,
pp. 127-128) Among the French Crusaders, “Didgori” turned Georgia
into a "..front bastion... (Aavalishvili, 1989, p. 18)" against the
Muslims in the East, that is, an outpost of Western Christianity. Thus,
the Holy See and the Western Crusaders perceived their relationship
with Georgia in a common Christian and common European context.

After Davit Agmashenebeli, King Tamar continued to support the
Crusades. Lasha-Giorgi was also going to participate in the campaign,
but due to the Mongol invasion followed by his death, he was unable to
do so. Nor Queen Rusudan kept her promise to the Pope to help the
Crusaders as Jalal al-Din in started to ruin Georgia in 1225. Thus, due
to the terrible situation within the country Georgians could not think
about the Crusades, and it itself was forced to seek for an ally in that
desperate situation.
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GEORGIAN ENLIGHTENERS
ABOUT EUROPEAN VALUES

llia Chavchavadze, Akaki Tsereteli, Niko Nikoladze, Vazha-
Pshavela, Archil Jorjadze, Ivane Machabel, and others made a special
contribution to the popularization of European values and their
establishment in Georgian reality.** They considered Europeanness a
symbol of freedom and humanity.

From the second half of the 19th century, the European vision of
Georgians was based on three interrelated ideas: Europe as a
geopolitical space, a model of socio-economic progress, and the
homeland of modern civilization. These three ideas had a great
influence on the history of Georgia from the beginning of the national
movement to the creation of the first independent Georgian state.
(Brisku A, 2015, p. 515)

"We want to talk to Western Europe, - wrote A. Jorjadze, - ...we
should introduce Georgia to Europe, introduce our past, present, and
future hopes. For us, the moral sympathies from Europe should be
precious and thus, we can encourage our poor and desperate little
nation.

Although Niko Nikoladze and Archil Jorjadze's views on political
orientation differed (in particular on Russia’s issue), in general, both
agreed that Georgia's political orientation should be directed to the
West, as "light and movement™ came from the West, and therefore these

# Many works have indeed been devoted to the activities of Georgian enlighteners
of the 19th-20th century, but there are few studies in which their views on
Western values are discussed. However, several authors can be named, including
Adrian Briscoe, who has conducted an impressive comparative study of the
Georgian-Albanian discourse on Europe. Where the ambiguous and often
ambivalent approach of these two countries towards Europe, which has sometimes
been a source of hope and sometimes disappointment throughout history, is
discussed. Oliver Reisner echoes Briscoe's work and agrees with Georgians'
ambivalent approach to European discourse.

Giorgi Kavtaradze's doctoral thesis "Western Values in Georgian Public-Political
Thought" is also interesting. Of course, the list of works used and certified in the
research is not complete, and hopefully, other authors will not offend us.
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values - the rule of law, freedom, democracy, free market, and so on -
should have been the basis for Georgia's revival.

Young Georgian writers who are known as "Tsispergantselebi,"*
looked at Europe with the eyes of the future. They claimed that
Georgian culture has always been European. They talked about
Georgia's "return” to European civilization. (Brisku A, 2015, p. 515)
Their motto was "Toward the West”. N, (Khoferia, 1997, p. 309)

Tician Tabidze (1895-1937), one of the prominent representatives
of Tsispergantselebi, scolded Tergdale residents, especially Ilia
Chavchavadze, for not seeing the similarities between Georgian and
European cultures. (Khoferia, 1997, p. 515)

Paolo lashvili (1894-1937), who considered himself a
Tsispergantseli, complained about the lack of Georgian translations of
European literature. In his article, "Our Times" he wrote that young
poets and writers should free themselves from Asian influences and
adopt new, European forms of writing.

The European debate in Georgia has been completely stopped
since 1921, after the Sovietization of Georgia by Russia. And many
European-minded politicians and writers were shot or exiled in 1937
during Stalin's dictatorship.

The debate on Europe in Georgia only has been updated at the
end of the 1980s in the so-called the period of perestroika.

Thus, the Georgian educators also believed that the political
orientation of Georgia should be towards the West, which should
become the basis for the revival of Georgia.

GEORGIAN EMIGRANT SCIENTISTS
ABOUT EUROPEAN IDEALS

Georgian scientists and political figures working in emigration
made a significant contribution to the support and formation of the idea
of a united Europe.

# Tsisperqantselebi - creative union of Georgian Symbolist poets and prose writers
that dominated Georgian literature in the 1920s.
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The former members of the Empire have benefitted from the
Russian Revolution of 1918 and restored their independence, including
Georgia. The independent Georgian Republic actively sought for
integration into European space and organizations, although it also has
been wrecked in 1921, this time by the occupation of Bolshevik Russia,
which lasted until 1991.

After the occupation many Georgian scientists, politicians and
public figures were forced to leave their homeland and flee abroad.
Being emigrated they have not lost the hope that Georgia would regain
its independence and it would have a worthy place in the united Europe.
While on emigration they have created many works (It should be noted
that these works have not been fully studied so far, so there is still a
great deal of work to be done in studying the immigrant heritage), some
of which were devoted to the ideas of creating a united Europe.

The Chairman of the National Government-in-Exile, Noe
Zhordania (1868-1953), believed, that "the way to Europe is the only
way”, No other way has ever been invented in the history than the way
to Europe, it is obvious we should be on this way, the way to Europe “.
( Zhordania, 1923)

According to Zhordania, Georgia should join Europe not as a part
of Russia, but as an independent, free country. Russia twice rejected
Europe (after Peter the First and since 1917), and Georgia has always
been on its way to Europe. Georgia, historically is a part of Europe and
Western culture and non-European relationship for the country seems
forced and it could lead to the extinction of the nation. Russia should
not face an extinction, as it stands on its historical basis. Asianization
should be finished after all, turning into Europeanization. It is a natural
process, but transforming by force the European nation into an Asian
one is a complete disruption of the natural process. It is a deadly move
... “Connecting our future with Russia's future means our complete
destruction both politically, nationally and physically ...Democracy
cannot fall from the tree of Bolshevism.” Correspondingly, Georgia has
to move away from Russia as soon as possible, restore its sovereignty
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and keep going in its own way ... The Georgian nation must eventually
join the European family . ( Zhordania, 1923).

Georgian scientists working in emigration made special
contribution to the idea of the united Europe- Mikheil Muskhelishvili
(1903-1964) and Alexander Nikuradze (1901-1981).

Mikheil Muskhelishvili was one of the first to lay the foundation
for the idea of a united Europe. He received the education at the
universities of Gottingen, Munich, Lyon, and Paris. In 1931,
Muskhelishvili was awarded the degree of Doctor of Legal Sciences
and was appointed as a Professor at the Research Institute of
International Relations of the University of Paris. Later in 1948, he was
elected as a Professor at the Institute of Political Studies of the
University of Strasbourg.

Mikheil Muskhelishvili was one of the first to put forward the
idea of creating a European Union, a European Federation. In his view,
European federalism - this is not only of a vital necessity for European
nations, but also a guarantee of peace and the guarantee of common
prosperity, freedom and dignity in Europe - wrote in the paper The
Formation of European Federalism.

Mikheil Muskhelishvili was the organizer of the creation of the
United European Congress of People and the first President, the
Member of the Federal European Movement Committee, Vice-
President of the Bureau of the European Unity International Center. He
was actively involved in the election of representatives of the United
Europe in France and was a member of the editorial committee of the
magazine "Formation of Europe".

In the article "Georgia and Europe™ Muskhelishvili wrote about
the necessity to escape the Russian aggression and the ways to think
about the place of free Georgia in tomorrow's world. The country faced
a dilemma: either to remain part of Russia by force or to seek an ally.
To tell the truth, it has no choice for the simple reason that Georgia is
mentally closer to Europe rather than to Russia and indeed, Georgia will
never agree to join Russia.
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By the initiative of M. Mouskhely in 1948-1949, the Scientific
Research Center of the USSR and Eastern Europe (the so-called
Socialist) was founded, which later was called the Mouskhel Center (it
is still called Muskheli Center). Mouskhely Center was one of the major
centers of political science and international law in the field of
sociology in France, where the idea of European integration and the
dismantling of European borders was being worked out. He was the first
Georgian and one of the political figures in the world to propose and
support the idea of the European Union and European borders

Since 1952 Michel Mouskheli possessed a "mandate of the
representative of the Council of Europe"” and was actively involved in
the work of the Council of Europe. (Muskheli, 1952)

In 1953, the first "Georgian-European Movement™ was formally
established in Strasbourg, the founder and initiator was Mikheil
Muskhelishvili. This movement aimed the dissemination of the idea on
the unification of sovereign, democratic Georgia to the Commonwealth
of European States.

In 1954 he founded the European University Association and
became its Secretary General. In Strasbourg, Muskhelishvili created a
Mouskhely Science Center. At this center, European integration issues
has been studied. Michel founded the International Scientific Society,
in which outstanding scholars, such as George Wall, Robert Moss, Guy
Ero, Henry Chambry, and others participated. Professor Mikheil
Muskhelishvili had prepared and published two large volumes of this
center's collection before his death, which are followed by his extensive
preface. (Shubitidze, p. 139)

Mikheil Muskhelishvili was often invited to give lectures in the
United States of America. In 1954, he gave lectures in all the big cities,
Universities, and political and diplomatic circles of North America.
After returning from there, he went to Scandinavia, where he gave a
lecture on European civilization - wrote the then-magazine "Bedi
Kartlisa. (Bedi Qartlisa”, 1956 #21-22)

At the World Congress in Trieste in September 1955, the keynote
speaker, addressed the leaders of the civilized world: Now is the time
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to unify Europe's intellectual and cultural unity, (Bedi Qartlisa” , 1956
#21-22) which would then include modernization initiatives for a
unified European education system, a project approaching today's
Bologna process, prospects for European intellectual mass mobility and
convergence, harmonization of European educational programs. Michel
Mouskhely was proposing to develop higher education institutions in
European countries, develop the mobility of good teachers and students
in European higher education institutions and develop good relations.
(Shubitidze)

Mouskhely in Brussels at international European tribunes called
for the need to create a single European market. In 1958, at the Pavilion
of the C.E.C.A World Exhibition in Brussels, the next meeting of the
European Professors' Association was held, the agenda comprised two
issues: European Common Market and European Common Institutions.
The reports concerned the legal nature of European economic integrity.
M. Muskhelishvili read an extensive report on the creation of the
European common market, its integration, and its legal aspects. He
believed that the European market should be merged after the
unification of Europe, which would facilitate trade between the
countries and create a single market system on the European continent.
The creation of a common market system would facilitate the
unification of European countries and the consolidation of their overall
strength after the unification.

Georgian scientist Aleksandre Nikuradze*® also worked in
Germany. He was the head and founder of the Continental European
Research Institute in Munich, and the prominent Georgian scientist
Zurab Avalishvili worked with him in this institute.

Alexander Nikuradze has published several books in German.
Among them are: Europa-USA, Um die Gestaltung Europas, "Eastern

% Within the framework of the presented project, with the support of the
Rustaveli Foundation, during a business trip to the archives of the Technical
University of Munich, the personal archive of Niko Nikuradze was searched,
which was found to be mainly biographical, and therefore we did not consider it
appropriate to place the materials mentioned in this work, they will be processed
and published as a separate work under the auspices of the foundation.
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Europe™ (Osteuropa), “Die Stunden Der Entscheidung Kampf um
Europa”, "Caucasus", “From dream to Work”, which discuss European
integration issues, as well as the history of Georgia. Additionally,
Nikuradze wrote several publications in German about Georgian-
European connections, including: "The Caucasus”, and "On the Issue
of Georgian Architecture Middle Ages of East Europe.” Mikhail
Tarkhnishvili (due to death), Scandinavians, and Georgians on the
Pontic Baltic Coast. “Dr. Otto Gunter von Wessendok as a
Kartvelologist, "Historiographical Views on Albania, “Trying to
explain the parallels between Roman European architecture and
Georgian architecture™ Western Europe and the Caucasus, "On the
Sumerian Origin Issue™ (the Caucasus may be the first hometown of
Sumerian metal) and others. (Al. Nikuradze parizshi, 1951 #10)

In 1951, he gave a report at the Georgian Diaspora in Paris -
"General Images from the Georgian-European Past."”

In 1952, in France, the Congress of European Scientists at the La
Breivier Palace was held, with the initiative of Alexander Nikuradze,
where the term "Europeology" was first introduced he European
scientists by Alexander Nikuradze and later the term was adopted by
them. (Bedi Qartlisa”, 1956 #21-22).

Thus, Georgian emigration scholars supported the idea of
European unity and hoped that Georgia would again gain independence
and become a full member of the united European family.
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Chapter V.
EUROPEANIZATION OF GEORGIA

EUROPEANIZATION OF GEORGIA IN
A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW

Despite the fact that the discourse on Europeanization started in
the 1990s, the literature in the Georgian language on this topic, both in
general and on the example of Georgia, is quite scarce.

It is also worth noting that scientists discuss the Europeanization
of Georgia only in relation to the European Union. However, it is
important to study this process retrospectively, which would allow us
to determine the characteristics of the Europeanization of Georgia
throughout history, from the ancient period to the present day.

Therefore, to clarify this question, we used the social science
understanding of Europeanization, according to which Europeanization
is considered in a historical, cultural, institutional and political
context*.

Here, the historical context includes such categories as “export of
values", "Westernization" and “return to the European family"®,

And the cultural approach considers Europeanization as a process
of diffusion of norms, identities, ideas, and rules of behavior, that is, we
are talking about the process of spreading European culture and values.
This approach refers to the process of both political culture and various
structural reforms, including the education system®.

As for institutional adaptation, it is used to describe the changes
that occur in one or another country based on other institutions. This

4 For more details see Featherstone Kevin and Claudio Rafaella, The Politics of
Europeanization, Oxford University Press, 2003; Kohout, J., —On Patocka‘s
Philosophy on Historyl, Filosoficky Casopis, 47 (1), 1999.

48 For more details see Lippert B, Gary U, Wolfgang W, —Europeanization of CEE
Executives: EU Membership Negotiations as a Shaping Powerl, Journal of
European Public Policy, 2001.

# For more details see Seitter, W., —Adult Education between Europeanization
and National Traditionsl, Zeitschrift fu Pedagogik, 39 (3),1993.
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process itself is most associated with the process of Europeanization
and leads to the transformation of national institutions.

And finally, the political context refers to the adaptation of
political processes and the transformation of directions50.

I would also like to point out that the discussion on the given issue
is only an attempt to bring it forward and it has no claim to anything
more, as we would cover it only in the form of theses.

It is true that in the previous chapters we talked about the
historical context of Georgia's relations with the European world, but
we did not cover the Europeanization of this process and we would like
to briefly focus on this issue.

Since the Georgian political units were historically linked with
the Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and later Catholic worlds, this means that
"Westernization" (Europeanization) and "export of values"” took place
throughout that period as much as it was possible at that historical stage.

Correspondingly, the given situation allows us to think of
Georgians as of in the area of Europe or the West.

Since the cultural context indicates the process of the spread of
values, it is obvious that the relations of Georgians with the Western
world in itself determined the spread of the cultural values in our
country.

What concerns the context of institutional and political
adaptation, it is clear that since the ancient period, Georgian politics
was influenced by Greece, Rome, and Byzantium to some extent
(because it was actively involved in the foreign political processes),
which in itself should have resulted in institutional and political
adaptation. This is confirmed by the granting of Roman-Byzantine titles
to the Georgian political elite.

% For more details see Wessels W, Comitology: Fusion in Action — Politico-
administrative Trends in the EU Systeml, Journal of European Public Policy, 5 (2),
1998.
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EUROPEANIZATION IN MODERN GEORGIAN REALITY

According to one of the most widespread definitions,
Europeanization refers to the introduction of formal and informal rules
and norms of the European Union at the national level, which applies
not only to public policy but also to domestic discourse and identities.
Thus, the term "Europeanization” is considered in the context of the
country's adaptation to the European model.

In the case of Georgia, to understand the process of
Europeanization, it is important to study both the processes of
adaptation and the processes of European integration as well.

However, in fact, "Europeanization is not an equivalent category
to European integration. It implies the adaptation of socio-political
management principles and mechanisms to EU standards and includes
both its member and non-member countries.>"

The comprehension of the fact that Europeanization has two
phases regarding this process is worth noting — 1. before becoming a
member and 2. after membership; Before becoming a member, the
country should prepare in such a way that it can fulfill the assigned
duties and responsibilities. In addition, the country must prove to the
International Community that it is a worthy potential member-state.
Accordingly, the country should implement not fake but real changes.

Conditionality mechanisms are also important in the process of
Europeanization, which is a common practice before joining the
European Union and is often used in relation to other non-EU states as
well. Naturally, conditionality is effective only when the country to
which the conditions are imposed really wants to join the EU and shares
the fundamental principles of democracy, protection of human rights
and minority rights, as well as a market economy.

The most important factor of conditionality is the prospect of the
country's full accession to the European Union. This is what led to the

> For more details see Sedelmeier U. Europeanization in New Member and
Candidate States. Living Reviews in European Governance, 6 (1). 2011. Retrieved
from: http://www.europeangovernance-livingreviews.org/Articles/Ireg-2011-1/
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successful and rapid implementation of reforms in Central and Eastern
European countries. They were motivated by the real prospect of
becoming a member, which enabled politicians to rapidly implement
reforms by the cause regarding EU membership®.

There are many elements of conditionality in the association
agreements between Georgia and the European Union.

During the last few years, Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova have
taken serious steps to get closer to the European Union. Although their
level of integration with the EU is different. (Kapanadze, pirobitobisa
da sotsializatsiis gavlena evropuli politikis makoordinebeli shida
istitutebis transpormatsiaze aghmosavlet evropisa da sakartvelos
evropeizatsiis p’rotsesshi, 2009)%

At this stage of the development of Europeanization, Georgia had
a plan, to apply for EU Membership Candidate Status by 2024, but
against the backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine war, an opportunity
suddenly arose for Georgia to become a candidate for EU Membership,
and on June 23, 2022, by the decision of the leaders of the EU member
states, Georgia was given a chance to receive a European perspective
and candidate status. The European Council is ready to grant the status
of a candidate country to Georgia after the priority issues mentioned in
the opinion of the European Commission regarding Georgia's
application are resolved.

Among the 12 conditions to be fulfilled by Georgia in order to
receive the status of a candidate for EU membership are the overcoming
of political polarization, proper functioning of institutions and their
independence, real independence and impartiality of the Court,
effective investigation of cases of elite corruption, deoligarchization,
free media environment, etc.

2. For more details see Grabbe H, The EU’s Transformative Power:
Europeanization through Conditionality in Central and Eastern Europe, Palgrave
Macmillan, 2006.

>3 For more details see Kapanadze S, pirobitobisa da sotsializatsiis gavlena evropuli
politikis makoordinebeli shida institutebis transpormatsiaze aghmosavlet evroisa
da sakartvelos evroeizatsiis protsesshi. Thbilisi, 2009. ts’.
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The official document published by the European Commission
stated that the Commission will evaluate the progress of Georgia at the
end of 2022.

At the same time, this process will lead to the acceleration of the
Europeanization process. However, based on the current situation, we
can say that the realization of EU requirements will not be an easy
process.

Nevertheless, the political elite and society must consolidate in
order to realize this historic opportunity.

Thus, the implementation of these conditions will create a new
reality in the Georgian feasibility, which will contribute to the
fundamental transformation of the social, political and economic space,
which, on the one hand, is a guarantee of political stability and, an
opportunity to deal with the country's international threats, especially
the expansion of Russia — on the other one.
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Chapter VI.
MODERN EUROPEAN INTEGRATION OF GEORGIA

GEORGIA-EU JOINT PROGRAMS

Georgia-European Union period of close relationship begins in
1992, when the European Union officially recognized Georgia's
independence.

The first project that the European Union launched in Georgia
was the Technical Assistance to the Commonwealth of Independent
States (TACIS) program, which aimed to support political, economic
and social issues.

Over the years, the TACIS program has greatly contributed to the
development of civil society and market economy in Georgia. Many
projects were implemented within its framework, including: training of
newly appointed judges; structural reforms in the energy sector;
institutional development of the Parliament; training of public officials;
small and medium business development; training of customs officials;
establishment of new accounting standards in commercial banks;
development of tourism strategy; assistance in ensuring security in
seaports, etc.

Commission On April 22, 1996, the representatives of the EU
member states, the Presidents of the European and Georgia signed an
Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between Georgia and the
European Union. The agreement entered into force in 1999. The
European Union signed similar agreements with 10 other countries of
Eastern Europe, South Caucasus and Central Asia.

Agreements on Partnership and Cooperation® included many
directions of cooperation, within the framework of which the parties
undertook to work together to achieve separate goals.

The general objectives of the Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement are:

> For more details see shetankhmeba part'niorobisa da tanamshromlobis
shesakheb. sakartvelos sakanonmdeblo matsne. 22 aprili 1996.
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» Developing an appropriate framework for political dialogue;

» Strengthening democratic governance and supporting
economic development;

»  Supporting the switching to the market economy;

» Trade and investment encouragement.

Partnership and Cooperation Agreements are also focused on
legislative, economic, social, financial, scientific, cultural and
technological development.

The Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between the
European Union and Georgia provides for a continuous process of
convergence and harmonization with the European Union standards.
According to Article 43 of the Agreement, Georgia should gradually
approximate its legislation to the EU legislation.

According to the above-mentioned article, the priority spheres in
terms of legislative harmonization are: company investments, customs,
business, and banking law; intellectual property; protection of
employees' rights; financial services, competition rules, and public
procurement; protection of human, animal and plant health and life;
environmental protection; protection of consumer rights; indirect
taxation, technical rules, and standards; Nuclear legislation and
transport.

Article 44 of the Agreement additionally emphasizes the
obligation of legislative harmonization in the field of competition.

On September 2, 1997, the Parliament of Georgia adopted
Resolution No. 828, according to which, from September 1, 1998, all
legislative and normative acts of the Parliament of Georgia must
comply with the standards and norms of the European Union.

The "Strategy of Harmonization of Georgian Legislation with
European Union Legislation” developed by the Governmental
Commission for Promoting Partnership and Cooperation between
Georgia and the European Union was approved by the order No.613 of
the President of Georgia, on June 14, 2001. And May 8, 2004, the
Government of Georgia approved the State Program for Harmonization
of Georgian Legislation with European Union Legislation.
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In August 2004, the 2004-2006 unified action plan for the
approximation of Georgian legislation with EU legislation was
developed.

In November 2006, the adoption of the European Union-Georgia
Action Plan (ENP AP) within the framework of the European
Neighborhood Policy brought the process of approximation of
Georgian legislation to the EU legislation to a qualitatively new level.

Since 2007, the harmonization of legislation has continued in
accordance with the European Neighborhood Policy of the Georgia-EU
Action Plan (ENP AP).

Within the framework of the Agreement, the Government of
Georgia implemented important reforms in important areas of public
administration. In particular, a new customs code was adopted, new
sanitary and phytosanitary norms were established. Important
regulations have been adopted in the direction of food safety and plant
protection, a fundamental reform of the field of technical regulation and
standards has been implemented, and the country has finally moved to
a voluntary system of standards, separating the functions of the state
and the private sector in the field of quality assurance.

It is noteworthy that the process of legislative convergence
envisaged by the course of action was extended to the issues of justice,
freedom, security, and energy.

The Partnership and Cooperation Agreement represents an
important geopolitical and geoeconomic event, as it aimed to avoid
political and economic division from the European Union towards the
countries of Eastern Europe, South Caucasus, and Central Asia. At the
same time, the agreement was based on the desire to develop close
relations between the EU and partner countries based on common
historical ties and values.

The Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation between Georgia
and the European Union was signed for a period of 10 years. The
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Agreement on Partnership and Cooperation was replaced by the
Georgia-EU Association Agreement.>®

The European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) is the main
cooperation mechanism with the neighboring countries to the South and
East. The Neighborhood Policy aims to support the process of political,
economic and cultural approximation between the European Union and
its neighboring countries, which serves to implement the idea of a
united and free Europe by spreading democracy, stability, and
prosperity.

The Neighborhood Policy of the EU was developed in 2004, after
the admission of new member states to the European Union, in order to
avoid dividing lines with neighboring states and to support stability,
security, and prosperity in the area.

The European Neighborhood Policy consists of 16 countries
(Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon,
Syria, Palestine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Ukraine, Moldova, and
Belarus). 12 countries fully participate in the Neighborhood Policy, and
the participation of 4 countries (Algeria, Belarus, Libya, and Syria)
extends to separate mechanisms of neighborhood policy.

The European Neighborhood Policy is based on the principle of
mutual ownership, which implies certain actions on the part of the
European Union and individual entities participating in the
Neighborhood Policy. Policy objectives are facilitated by the European
External Action Service, which assists the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the European
Commissioner, who directly oversees the European Neighborhood
Policy.

The neighborhood policy of the European Union is implemented
by the European Commission in cooperation with neighboring
countries, based on strategic course of actions developed for the country
or region.

> For more details see Cooperation Agreement - PCA).
https://old.infocenter.gov.ge/euinfo-georgia-history/
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The Action Plan in relations with all countries of the
Neighborhood Initiative is based on general principles, however, its
content differs according to the current level of cooperation with a given
country, the country's needs and common interests. The implementation
process of the action plan is monitored by the EU Special Commission
and the European External Action Service, once a year the EU publishes
a report on the implementation of the action plan.

The European Neighborhood Policy is based on close cooperation
in the following directions:

» Financial assistance;

» Economic integration and access to the EU market;

» Simplification of the visa regime with the European Union;

» Supporting the reforms in the technical and public policy of
the countries participating in the Neighborhood Policy.

The European Neighborhood Policy is also implemented in the
following formats of multilateral cooperation:

» Eastern Partnership;

» Euro-Mediterranean partnership;

» Synergy of the Black Sea.

The participants of the European neighborhood policy are
Moldova and the countries of the Southern coast of the Mediterranean
Sea - Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria,
Tunisia, and the de facto state of Palestine.

The European Neighborhood Policy was proposed for the
countries of the South Caucasus region from June 2004 and covered
new directions beyond the existing cooperation between the countries
of the region and the European Union.

The Georgia-EU European Neighborhood Policy action plan
agreement was concluded between the Government of Georgia and the
European Commission in November 2006. The action plan was adopted
on November 14, 2006, and 5 years were determined for its
implementation.

From 2006 to 2014, the Office of the Minister of State
coordinated with ministries and relevant agencies on the issues of
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integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures. An annual plan
for the implementation of the European Neighborhood Policy Action
Plan in the format of a logical framework (matrix) in which each event
was scheduled (to implement the priorities of the Action Plan). At the
same time, an annual report on the implementation of the European
Neighborhood Policy Action Plan (ENP AP) was prepared.

In 2014, after the signing of the Association Agreement, the
European Neighborhood Policy Action Plan (ENP AP) was replaced by
the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Association Agreement.

The Eastern Partnership (EaP) proposal, as a new format of
cooperation with the Eastern neighboring countries of the European
Union (Azerbaijan, Belarus, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, and
Ukraine), was initially developed by Sweden and Poland.

The Russian military intervention in Georgia in August 2008 led
to the acceleration of the aforementioned process and some extent led
to the positive response of the European Union to this initiative, and in
December 2008, the European Commission was instructed to submit
proposals related to this initiative.

The European Commission published the Communiqué on
"Eastern Partnership” on December 3, 2008, which was approved by
the European Council on March 19, 20009.

The "Eastern Partnership™ summit is held once in two years. Its
main goal is to make political decisions.

The main goal of the "Eastern Partnership™ initiative developed
by the European Commission is to promote the implementation of the
European Neighborhood Policy (ENP), but this initiative goes further
and beyond and offers special prospects to the partner countries to get
closer to the EU.

"Eastern Partnership” offers countries the maximum of
opportunities, taking into account the political and economic situation
in partner countries, as well as the intensity of reforms.

Cooperation within the framework of "Eastern Partnership™ is being
developed in two directions: in bilateral and multilateral cooperation
formats. The ultimate goal of bilateral cooperation is to create a broad
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political and legal framework and further deepen the cooperation of partner
countries with the European Union, while the goal of multilateral
cooperation is to provide a new format that enables cooperation in the field
of common interests and the ability to deal with challenges. Such a format
of security, migration, and trade, as well as in transport, energy,
environmental protection and other fields, through the implementation of
joint projects, aims to develop cooperation processes in the region.

Bilateral cooperation between the European Union and each
partner country envisages further deepening of cooperation, which
includes:

» Establishing new, comprehensive contract relations through
the signing of Association Agreement, which is deeper than the
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), and which meets the
needs of the member countries for further approximation with the
European Union. These agreements will be signed with countries that
are ready to undertake the appropriate level of obligations;

»  Creation of free trade zones between the European Union and
partner countries, based on Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas
signed with each country, as an integral part of the Association
Agreement;

» Promoting the mobility of citizens in a safe environment. For
this purpose, the European Union offers partner countries the
opportunity to sign Visa Facilitation and Readmission Agreements.
Consecutive steps will be taken to establish a visa-free travel regime;

» Strengthening energy security, which takes into account
supply and transit of energy resources, as well as increasing the
efficiency of energy resources and wide use of renewable energy
sources;

» The importance of establishing cooperation on the principle
of joint ownership, which implies the proper responsibility
dissemination to all participating parties;

The European Commission has allocated 600 million euros for
the years 2010-2013 for the implementation of the "Eastern
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Partnership”, which is part of the European Neighborhood and
Partnership Instrument (ENPI) and is used for:

1. For assistance to partner countries within the Comprehensive
Institutional Development Program (Comprehensive Institutional
Building) (175 million euros);

2. For regional development programs (Regional Development
Programs), which aim to reduce economic and social differences
between partner countries (75 million euros);

3. For the development of "Eastern Partnership” multilateral
cooperation (EP Multilateral Dimension) (350 million euros).

An institutional structure of multilateral cooperation by the
communication of the European Commission was formed, which
includes four thematic platforms, lead initiatives and panels. The
multilateral format of the "Eastern Partnership” is coordinated by the
Office of the State Minister of Georgia in matters of integration into
European and Euro-Atlantic structures. The following sectoral
ministries are responsible for the platforms:

» The platform I - Democracy, Good Governance, and Stability
(Democracy, Good Governance and Stability) - Office of the State
Minister of Georgia for Integration into European and Euro-Atlantic
Structures;

» Platform Il — Economic Integration and Convergence with
EU Policies — Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of
Georgia;

» Platform 1l - Energy Security - Ministry of Energy of
Georgia;

» Platform IV — Interaction between people — Ministry of
Culture and Monuments Protection of Georgia.

The leading initiatives are functioning to implement joint projects
such as: prevention, readiness and fight against natural and man-made
disasters; integrated border operation; promotion of small and medium-
sized businesses; environmental management and regional electricity
markets; improved energy efficiency and increased use of renewable
sources.
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The following panels were created: integrated border
management; fight against corruption; public administration reform;
improved functioning of the judicial system; migration and shelter;
common security and defense policy; environment and climate change;
Trade and trade-related regulatory cooperation related to Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements; Small and medium business
policy; transport; Agriculture and Development; Research and
innovation.

"Euro Nest" - Parliamentary Assembly of Cooperation, which
was established on May 2-3, 2011 in Brussels, in order to strengthen
the cooperation between the members of the European Parliament and
the parliaments of the partner countries, functions within the framework
of the "Eastern Partnership”. On February 13-15, 2013, Thilisi, a
session of the Committee on Political Issues, Human Rights Protection
and Democracy of the Euro Nest Parliamentary Assembly was held.

Within the framework of the "Eastern Partnership” initiative of
the European Union, the civil society was institutionalized for the
promotion of active cooperation between the non-governmental
organizations of the European Union and the partner countries. For this
purpose, the Civil Society Forum (EP Civil Society Forum - CSF) was
founded in Brussels on November 17, 2009.

Five working groups are currently functioning within the
framework of the Civil Society Forum, four of them are similar in
content to the thematic platforms of multilateral cooperation of the
"Eastern Partnership”, and the decision to establish the 5th thematic
group "Social Partnership and Solidarity" was made on November 28-
30, 2011 and it was adopted at the third CSF meeting in Poznan, Poland.

The work of CSF is led by a steering committee consisting of 18
members, whose members are the coordinators of each working group,
national facilitators from partner countries, as well as representatives of
the European Union and international non-governmental organizations.
Steering Committee Secretariat is located in Brussels.

The meetings of the Civil Society Forum are held annually. At the
meetings, recommendations for the European Union and partner
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countries are developed, facilitators (National Facilitators), two
working group coordinators (Working Group Coordinators), and three
EU Coordinators are selected.

In order to guide the work of CSF, national platforms have been
created in each partner country. 126 local and international non-
governmental organizations are united in the National Platform of
Georgia. It has four thematic groups. The activity of the national
platform is managed by the coordination council, which includes two
co-coordinators of each working group. The chairman of the "Georgian
National Platform of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum™ is
Mr. Lasha Tughushi - the director of "Liberal Academy - Thilisi".

The Coordinating Department on "Eastern Partnership" issues,
the Office of the State Minister for Integration into European and Euro-
Atlantic structures actively cooperates with the representatives of the
"Georgian National Platform of Eastern Partnership Civil Society".

It should be noted that on November 20-21, 6th annual meeting
of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum will be held in Georgia,
Batumi.

After five years of its establishment, the platform has transformed
from a Meeting of Civil Society Representatives into an
Institutionalized Policy Forum that brings together the EU and the
countries of the "Eastern Partnership™ (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine) by sharing their ideas and best
practices, with the aim of European integration in the EU's Eastern
Neighborhood.

Although the "European Neighborhood Policy" and "Eastern
Partnership™ programs are not an alternative to the prospect of joining
the European Union, they, contribute to the deepening of the process of
integration of the partner countries into the European Union through
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, spread of common values,
improve security and foster economic development in the region.

Thus, Georgia actively supports the implementation and
popularity of these programs within the country.
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The Association Agreement®® is an action plan for the
development of Georgia, which covers all spheres of the political, social
and economic life of the country. It is the most effective way towards
European integration, which serves to increase the well-being of
Georgian citizens.

It is true that this agreement does not say anything about EU
membership, but it is also worth noting that the agreement offered to
the countries of the "Eastern Partnership” includes much more than the
documents offered for example to Tunisia and Morocco, which
excluded the prospect of eventual membership. For example, it took
Croatia 12 years to become a member of the European Union after
signing the Association Agreement. Turkey signed the Association
Agreement in 1962 and is still waiting for the opening of the road to the
EU membership.

Thus, the ongoing processes in Georgia and the implementation
of reforms in accordance with European standards is vital for the
country’s European integration. Several years have passed since the
signing of the Association Agreement, and it should be noted that
significant reforms have been carried out, both in the penitentiary
system and health care, environmental protection and many other
spheres as well. However, this is a drop in the ocean compared to the
many obligations that the country has to fulfill. Undoubtedly, taking the
right steps by the state will bring the greatest benefit to every citizen,
though the supervision of every reform is a must. The role of the civil
sector and the media is of a great importance.

Negotiations on the Association Agreement (which includes the
"Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area Agreement” (DCFTA))
began on 15 July 2010 and were signed in June 2014.

On July 18, 2014, the Parliament of Georgia unanimously
supported the ratification of the Association Agreement with the
European Union.

% For more details see Association Agreement between the European Union and
the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one
part, and Georgia, of the other part
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In December 2015, the process of ratification of the Georgia-EU
Association Agreement by the EU member states was completed, and
on July 1, 2016, the Georgia-EU Association Agreement was fully
implemented.

One of the main parts of the Association Agreement is the Deep
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area Agreement (DCFTA).>

In the introductory part of the Association Agreement, we read:
"They undertake an engagement to achieve economic integration, in
particular through the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area
(DCFTA) as an integral part of this Agreement, including regulatory
convergence and the rights arising from the membership of the Parties
in the World Trade Organization (WTQO) and in accordance with
obligations."

Years ago, Georgia had a preferential trade regime with the
European Union - GSP, through which it could import 3200 products
without customs tariffs. Before that, the Generalized System of
Preferences-GSP+ was given to Georgia and the list of tariff-free
products increased to 7200.

Today, Georgia has much improved trade regime with the
European Union - DCFTA, which allows the export of 9,600 products
with zero customs tariff. The process of preparation for DCFTA
negotiations started in 2009. The European Commission has submitted
recommendations regarding reforms to be implemented in various
fields to the Government of Georgia (EU Commission's
Recommendations regarding Georgia's readiness for the DCFTA
Negotiations). Finally, DCFTA was officially launched on September
1, 2014,

According to the recommendations, the following four areas were
prioritized by the European Commission for the start of negotiations:

57 For more details see the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of
Georgia Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area Agreement (DCFTA) with the
European  Union. http://www.economy.ge/index.php?page=economy&s=7
(verified on 25.10.2022).
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technical barriers of the trade, sanitary and phytosanitary measures
(food safety), intellectual property rights and competition.

Unlike other free trade agreements signed by Georgia, the
DCFTA implies the liberalization of trade in the spheres of goods and
services as well. Besides, the DCFTA covers a wide range of issues
related to trade (e.g.: food safety, competition policy, intellectual
property protection, financial services, etc.) and envisages the gradual
convergence of trade-related legislation of Georgia with the legislation
of the European Union.

DCFTA allows Georgia to gradually obtain the right to free
mobility of goods, services and capital.

DFTCA covers the following chapters:

» Goods trade;

» Trading protective measures;

» Technical barriers in trade;

» Standardization, metrology, accreditation and conformity
assessment;

» sanitary and phytosanitary measures;

Promotion of customs activities and trade;
Current payments and capital movement;

Public procurement;

Intellectual property rights;

Comepetition;

Provisions related to trade in the field of Energy;
Transparency;

Trade and sustainable development;

Resolving disputes;

General provisions of approximation.

With the implementation of this agreement, goods and services
produced in Georgia, if certain conditions are met, the world's largest
market opens for Georgia, which currently unites 27 countries and more
than 500 million consumers. The free movement of goods and services
contributes to the growth of Georgia's export potential.

YV V VVVVVVY
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According to this trade agreement, Georgia is given the
opportunity to become attractive to investors, which will lead to an
increase in investment flows in the country and the creation of new jobs.
In addition, the implementation of DCFTA will assist to create the new
enterprises and products for the export. Besides, it should provide safe
and harmless goods to Georgian consumers.

The uniqueness of the agreement is expressed in an opportunity
to develop state administration bodies in accordance with the best
practices of Europe. In addition to the liberalization of tariff and non-
tariff restrictions, the agreement on a Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade space provides an opportunity for institutional development and
strengthening of Georgia. That is why this agreement is deep and
comprehensive. In the end, all this has a positive impact on the
economic growth and development of the country.

All Georgian products (only garlic within the quota) will enter the
EU market with tariff-free if certain conditions (food safety and product
safety) are met. Services’ export from Georgia should be much
simplified. Georgian companies of the service field should have an
opportunity to:

» Establish branches in EU countries and provide services to
European customers via them;

» Give the job to Georgian managers, specialists in their
European branches and give their employees the opportunity to take
professional trainings;

» Send their sales representatives to EU countries to negotiate
for the sale of their products;

» Provide services to the EU market from Georgia, without
opening branches in the EU.

Georgian specialists, individually or on the basis of contracts
signed between companies, are given the opportunity to provide
services in the European Union. The agreement also includes
mechanisms  for recognition of professional qualifications.
Qualification documents (diplomas, certificates, etc.) issued in Georgia
will be recognized by the European Union, which means that these
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documents will have the same validity as similar documents issued in
the European Union. After that, a service provision by Georgian
specialists in EU countries will become much easier.

Besides, Georgian provision and services will gradually be
admitted to the state procurement of EU member states.

The European Union market, which unites up to 500 million
consumers from 27 countries, in turn means: a stable and competitive
market where regulations are made in full compliance with legal norms.

Considering the possibilities of DCFTA, Georgia has quite a good
potential in the direction of production and supply of food products.

This program is implemented with the support of the European
Commission, the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). The program
provides support to small and medium-sized businesses so as to attract
necessary investments in order to set up production in accordance with
the regulations provided by the DCFTA. Small and medium-sized
businesses are given the opportunity to make the most of the trade
opportunities provided by the DCFTA with the EU.

The DCFTA Facility will give entrepreneurs the opportunity to
bring sanitary and phytosanitary requirements into compliance with EU
standards, as well as help them to shift to new standards. The
components of the DCFTA Facility are:

» Technical assistance that will help entrepreneurs to take
market opportunities and prepare project proposals acceptable to banks;

» Risk sharing mechanism, which will reduce the risks of bank
loan to entrepreneurs;

»  Protecting the currency from fluctuating exchange rates - this
component will give local banks the opportunity to issue loans in
national currency;

» Boost - under this component, entrepreneurs whose
enterprises meet the EU standards will be able to take credit under
improved conditions.

On February 2, 2017, the European Parliament supported the
cancellation of the visa regime for Georgian citizens. Visa liberalization
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implies the possibility of visa-free travel to EU member states for
Georgian citizens.

The introduction of the visa-free regime means free movement
within the territory of the Schengen zone for 90 days within 180 days
in 22 EU member, 4 non-member and 4 Schengen candidate countries
(except Great Britain and Ireland).

The visa-free regime with the European Union allows Georgian
citizens to move freely within the European Union. It helps Georgia's
integration with the European Union.

As a result of visa liberalization Georgia will obtain potential
economic benefits. In addition, entrepreneurs will have the opportunity
to develop their own business activities to EU member states - get
acquainted to the local market, share experience and meet potential
business partners, get acquainted to EU regulations and agricultural
policy. Meeting the standards stipulated by the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) is one of the important keys to integration into the
European Union. Georgian farmers will have an additional opportunity
to export Georgian wine, nuts, citrus and other products through state
programs, subsidies, and approximation to EU standards.

Offering Georgian passports to the residents of the occupied
territories of Georgia - Abkhazia and South Ossetia is of a great
importance. It will give them the opportunity to move freely in the
European Union.

In Moldova, by the end of 2015, one third of the population of
Transnistria, or about 200,000 people, received a biometric passport.
Visa-free travel made Moldova more attractive for the residents of
Transnistria.

It should be noted that the people of Transnistria had Soviet
passports before the introduction of the visa-free regime, but today the
path to the European Union is open for them. However, there are a
number of obstacles for our country in this direction. In particular, the
generation born after the 1990s has no documents other than those
issued by illegitimate bodies. Therefore, in order to receive various
types of services over the controlled territory of Georgia, going through
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a number of bureaucratic barriers is a must, which makes them to face
difficulties and takes a lot of time. To be more specific, in some cases
it is necessary to apply to the Court and present witnesses to prove the
origin. Thus, itis difficult to grant Georgian citizenship to a person who
does not have a Georgian passport. In addition, Russian passports are
issued to Abkhazians and Ossetians, which creates additional problems
for them. The example of the Ukraine is interesting - official Kyiv
considers the automatic or forced granting of citizenship by Russia
illegal and does not consider it as a basis for the loss of Ukrainian
citizenship. Like the practice of Ukraine, it would probably be better if
the Georgian state does not consider Abkhazians and Ossetians with
Russian passports as citizens of a foreign country and does not become
an obstacle for granting Georgian citizenship.

It is also notable that the European Court of Human Rights issued
a decree on Cyprus, stating that the decisions of the Court of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus should be considered as a mechanism for
the protection of domestic law. The European Court noted that the use
of local courts to protect the rights of people living in the territory did
not legitimize the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, and this
approach ensured that a vacuum of rights protection in the territory was
avoided. Thus, based on this practice, documents issued by illegitimate
authorities to persons living in the occupied territories of Georgia will
not be considered as their legitimacy.

In addition, the introduction of visa-free traffic for Georgia will
be a kind of answer to Eurosceptics and pro-Russian groups that the
country's pro-European policy has tangible results and the European
Union perceives Georgia as a strong partner.

At first, many Members of Euro Parliament were skeptical about
the introduction of visa-free traffic for Georgia, which was caused by
the migration crisis and the criminal situation in the European Union.

The opinion that the initial postponement of visa-free traffic in
the European Union was caused by the criminal activities of Georgian
citizens turned out to be false, since according to statistics, Georgians
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are on the 27" place among 28 countries in the world in terms of
criminal.

As of today, visa liberalization has brought the country even
closer to the European family. By decision on the possibility of visa-
free travel for our citizens, the European Union and its member states
recognized Georgia as a reliable and worthy partner and the European
integration process of Georgia was confirmed by the European Union.

Already by 2021, more than half a million citizens of Georgia
have benefited from visa-free travel to EU/Schengen countries, and
more than a million visits have been made.

Implementation of the ENPARD project began in 2013, with the
aim of promoting the capacity and effectiveness of the Ministry of
Agriculture and sector institutions; development of farmers' initiatives
and capacities; cooperation improvement between farmers for
production increasement; improving living conditions in rural areas.

With the help of the European Union and the involvement of
European experts, the 2015-2020 strategy for the development of
agriculture in Georgia was developed for the first time, where the
priorities of the sector were determined and the deadlines for
implementation have been scheduled.

After ENPARD 1 completion, ENPARD 2 and ENPARD 3
project is planned to commence, the budget of which will be more than
one hundred million euros. In the next stages, the components of
agricultural development will be on a relatively small scale, although
the project will serve more to promote rural development and job
creation in rural areas in Georgia.

Within the framework of this project, it is planned to implement
the comprehensive institutional development program (Comprehensive
Institutional Building - CIB).

The goal of the CIB program at the first stage, was to equip the
National Food Agency, increase its capabilities and raise the
qualifications of the agency employees through training.

At the second stage, the agricultural laboratory and the revenue
service got involved in the project, as the revenue service provides
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phytosanitary and other types of control of the products, which comes
to our country from abroad.

With the support of the CIB project, several border checkpoints
were equipped with the necessary equipment to fulfill the obligations
of the DCFTA and implement effective controls. The second stage of
the project has been completed by the end of 2016.

The main goal of the CIB project is for the National Food Agency
to be able to implement appropriate control of the new legal regulations
in accordance with the commitment made in relation to the DCFTA.

Based on the existing niches in the European Union market,
Georgia has the potential to export food products, although fulfilling
certain obligations is a must. The State Food Safety Control system was
not satisfied at the beginning of the DCFTA negotiation process. Even
today, the National Food Agency is not able to carry out control in the
country in accordance with the European Union standards. Assistance
programs are aimed at fulfilling the obligations of the DCFTA. It is
impossible to think about the export of high-risk products, especially of
animal origin, without the recognition of the capacities of the National
Food Agency by the European Union.

"For the National Food Agency, the three very important
segments of institutional development are the approximation of
Georgian laws with European legislation, improvement of the skills of
the employees and infrastructure development as well. The activity of
the National Agency has significantly improved since retraining of the
Georgian employees in Europe and constant participation of the
European experts. The country has several well-equipped modern
offices. With the efforts of European specialists, part of the normative
acts was refined. Legislative approximation has positive results. Every
step taken by the agency ensure the existence of a Food Safety System
in Georgia. Today, the agency carries out a way wider and qualified
control."”

Georgian entrepreneurs wishing to enter the tariff-free EU market
are also required to meet international standards. The new Provision,
Food Safety, Veterinary and Plant Protection Code requires the
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introduction of a HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point)
system for animal/poultry slaughterhouses and the producers of the
milk products.

HACCP is an organized system of science-based management,
which provides for the identification of hazards and the production of
safe food as a result of their control. At the request of the US National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, NASA, the food manufacturing
company - Pillsbury developed a unique method of product safety -
HACCP. Based on the study and analysis of each specific production
line, such stages (“"points™) are revealed in it, at which any error,
carelessness, accident or other circumstance may cause a defect
(contamination, spoilage) of the final product. All such stages (for the
safety of the product) are “critical points" that must be constantly
monitored. Since 1997, HACCP has become a constituent part of the
requirements of International Food Hygiene.

Food quality (taste, smell, color, consistency, packaging, weight,
design, delivery time) is an attribute added to safety and is not
controlled within the framework of the HACCP system. HACCP
certification is not mandatory according to Georgian legislation.

However, GLOBAL GAP is a popular and demanded standard in
the European Union. It is a standard of exemplary agricultural
production practice. The field of GLOBAL GAP is: agricultural crops,
livestock, aquaculture, etc. In addition to food safety, it also covers
environmental protection, employee health and safety issues as well.

The Standard covers the full cycle of agricultural product
production, from site selection and soil cultivation to product
manufacturing, packaging, and stages of the packaging. GLOBAL GAP
does not apply to wild crops, but it can be used for the production of
genetically modified products. The standard consists of 234
requirements.

In the process of legislative approximation with the European
Union, the base of normative acts of Georgia should be brought closer
to the European one within the prepared schedule. After the
implementation of certain reforms by the Georgian government,
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statistics show that no significant economic boom has started 16 months
after the implementation of the DCFTA, and the indicator of the export
has slightly increased.

The list of export products is quite diverse. In addition to
agricultural products, beer, mineral water, clay, colored and uncolored
sand, granite, lime, cement, oil and oil products, mineral substances,
manganese oxides, chemical radioactive elements, radioactive isotopes
and their compounds, glands and other organs intended for organ
therapy were exported. Besides, human and animal blood, inexpensive
medical products, pharmaceutical products, mineral, chemical and
nitrogen fertilizers, paints and varnishes, perfumes, cosmetics,
packaging materials for transportation, dishes, cattle skins, clothing,
timber, construction materials, paper packages, books, newspapers,
ferroalloys, jewelry, waste and scrap of ferrous metals, jewelry,
electrical appliances, glasses and similar optical devices, paintings and
drawings, second-hand items, etc. were exported as well.

Within 16 months since the launch of the Deep and
Comprehensive Trade Area, the total volume of foreign trade (export-
import) with the EU reached almost four billion dollars.

DCFTA implies strengthening of institutions as well as raising
the capacity of people working on legislative approximation. This is
necessary in order to meet the EU regulations.

"In order to enter the European market, it is necessary to work in
several directions:

1. Study of the European Union market and determination of the
sectors or sub-sectors in which Georgia has a competitive advantage;

2. Working with farmers and entrepreneurs to produce products
that are in demand in the EU;

3. Encouraging the production of products in accordance with the
EU standards;

4. Development of export logistics;

5. More "aggressive" promotion of Georgian products on the
European market and creation of the Georgian national brand as a high-
quality, natural product.
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6. Further development of agrotourism, which on the one hand
would increase the popularity of Georgia and Georgian products, and
on the other hand would bring additional income to farmers and all the
involved in this field”.

Although the export of many products to the EU is a distant
prospect, the partial fulfillment of DCFTA obligations on the
production of food products has had a kind of positive effect. Technical
regulations for milk and milk products were developed last year. This
legal norm made it possible to separate natural milk and vegetable fat
products and gave the consumer a way to make a choice based on
his/her financial situation.

Another technical regulation was processed for a potentially
exportable product, namely honey. According to this regulation, honey
growers have a chance to improve the quality of the product and export
it in the near future.

The draft law on technical regulation of tea is important. In the recent
past, Georgia was on the fourth place among the world's tea producers.
Very soon, the government plans to start a rehabilitation program for tea
plantations. The regulation is one of the prerequisites for the development
and regulation of the industry.

The big credit to DCFTA for introducing animal registration
rules.

As for the export of industrial products, here, the case is more
simple - entrepreneurs are required to meet regulations, which are way
simple.

Indeed, since the implementation of the DCFTA, the situation has
not drastically changed in terms of exporting Georgian products or
production focused on the local market. At the same time, the trend of
improving food safety and quality infrastructure in the local market can be
observed at least at a small pace. At this stage, more and more
entrepreneurs are introducing European standards rather than before
signing the association agreement with the European Union.
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Besides improving product safety and quality, entrepreneurs
should also think about solving problems of continuity of supply,
quantity provision, logistics and distribution as well.

Thus, unlike other free trade agreements, DCFTA envisages the
harmonization of Georgian legislation with the European one, which
should be practically implemented within the next 10 years.

The process of harmonization does not mean “copy-paste” of the
EU legislation, but gives a space to adapt the latter to the local reality,
which should result general welfare and benefits to the country.

Ultimately, the agreement on the Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area, as part of the Georgia-EU Association Agreement, is an
important step towards European integration. This process has already
been successfully implemented in several countries.

The agreement will also contribute to the economic development
of Georgia in terms of creating a favorable business environment,
increasing the attractiveness of the country for investors (especially in
the field of agriculture), including increasing export trade indicators.

Thus, the Association Agreement, which covers all spheres of the
country's political, social and economic life, will contribute to the
protection of human rights, the development of democracy, ensuring
transparency, improving effective governance, security and regional
cooperation, protecting private property rights, and providing a stable
macroeconomic environment.

The successful implementation of the Association Agreement is
of great importance for the irreversibility of the country's European
integration process, for the political support of Georgia from the
European partners, including issues related to the protection of the
country's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Articles related to foreign and security policy are particularly
noteworthy, in which the parties once again highlight their commitment
to the principles of territorial integrity, inviolability of internationally
recognized borders, sovereignty and independence of Georgia.

The Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement is one of
the main tools for Georgia's integration into the EU economic space.
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The establishment of a DCFTA with the European Union has
improved the attraction of foreign investments, stimulation of economic
growth and, the economic development of the country in general, which
is of a vital importance for the population of our country.
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Chapter VII.
"SILK ROAD" - A BRIDGE BETWEEN
EUROPE AND ASIA

RESTORING THE HISTORICAL FUNCTION
OF THE "'SILK ROAD"

The historical trade-caravan route (or as it was called "Silk
Road"), which connected the East with the Black and Mediterranean
seas, was laid to foundation in Il century B.C.

The caravan route, which was laid through Georgia, crossed
Georgia from the Caspian Sea through Transcaucasia, and was
connected to Byzantium and Rome via the Black Sea from Phasis.

Historically, this road was a constituent part of the existing land,
sea and river international trade routes system.

It should be noted that the trade routes in Georgia existed even
before VIII-VII centuries BC., particularly at the Black Sea coast of
Colchis, from where the Greek products used to be imported via
Mtkvari and Rioni —Kvirila rivers.

Silk fabrics, carpets, textile products, etc. were brought on the
Black Sea coast of Colchis, from where Greek products Byzantium and
Iran through the Transcaucasia and Georgia trade routes and mainly
Chinese silk and gold were exported from China to Rome. Silk products
were also exported to Rome from Middle East — Parthia, and later
Sassanid Iran. It was Great Silk Road for which Rome and Byzantium
had centuries-old wars against Parthia and Sassanid Iran.

Later, in the VII-1X centuries, the trade of goods on this road was
controlled by the Arab Caliphate.

And from the XIII century on, the Great Silk Road was captured
by the Mongols and completely ruined the above-mentioned trade
route. Georgia has completely lost the central role, played by them for
centuries in connecting these two regions (Avdaliani, 2022, p. 11).

After capturing Constantinople by the Ottomans in 1453,
Transcaucasia has been cut off from the Western civilization for a long
time. Gradually, the Silk Caravan and Trade Road lost its importance,
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and eventually at the end of the 17" century, when the Europeans finally
mastered the ocean route around Africa, the Great Silk Road ceased to
exist.

Thus, the historical Silk Road, on its own, played an important
role in the development of economic and cultural relations between the
countries of the East and the West.

TRANS STATE PROJECTS OF GEORGIA AND
THE EUROPEAN UNION (TRACECA)

As for the "New Silk Road" project, it envisages the restoration
of the above-mentioned ancient route by which Asia was connected to
Europe and which had ceased to exist a long time ago.

"New Silk Road" or Europe-Caucasus-Asia Transport Corridor -
TRACECA is an interstate program, which was founded in 1992, within
the framework of the concept of restoration of the "Great Silk Road"8.

In 1993, a meeting was held in Brussels between the European
Union, South Caucasus (Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia) and Central
Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan). Later, in 1996, it was joined by Mongolia and Ukraine, in
1998 by Moldova, and in 2000 by Turkey, Romania and Bulgaria.

The commencement of the implementation of the projects
assisted the full-scale construction process of the "East-West Energy
Corridor", which encouraged Georgia to become a powerful transit
country in the region.

The goal of the presented interstate project was to support the
political and economic development of the Black Sea region, the
Caucasus and Central Asian countries through the improvement of
international transport, ports, railways and highways and the goal still
remains the same today.

%8 For more details see Decree of the President of Georgia No. 492, dated July 7,
2002, on coordination of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan main export oil pipeline and
Baku-Thbilisi-Erzurum South Caucasian gas pipeline projects and measures to
ensure their implementation)
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The TRACECA program envisages the creation of a strong
transport corridor from Europe to Asia via the Black Sea, Central Asia
and the Far East. The project will be implemented with the financial
assistance of the European Union.

It is a transport corridor that includes railroad, ground, air, sea,
pipelines, seaports, passenger and cargo terminals.

TRACECA is an integral part of the single European system. The
countries participating in the treaty today already cover a huge part of
the world space from America to Japan.

On September 29, 2001, the presidents of Georgia and Azerbaijan
signed the "Agreement on transit, transportation and sale of natural gas
between the Republic of Georgia and the Republic of Azerbaijan
through the South Caucasus Pipeline System in the territories of the
Republic of Georgia and Azerbaijan and beyond these territories"”
(hereinafter - the "Intergovernmental Agreement"),® which was
unanimously ratified by the Parliament of Georgia on December 19,
2001. This was the commencement of the process of full-scale
implementation of the "East-West Unified Energy Corridor".

In Baku, the presidents of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkey
announced the commencement of the construction of the "Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan Main Export Oil Pipeline” and the "Baku-Thbilisi-Erzurum
South Caucasian gas pipeline”, on September 18, 2002.

Considering the new world realities, special attention was paid to
the issues of energy security of the countries of the anti-terrorist
alliance. Accordingly, the US and European countries are trying to
establish new, safe and independent routes for the energy
transportation. Therefore, the support of the "South Caucasian Pipeline
System (Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline)" project and its
accelerated development is one of the most important tasks facing these
countries, as said in the contact.

» For more details see Agreement between the Republic of Georgia and the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the transit, transportation, and sale of natural gas
through the South Caucasus pipeline system on the territories of Georgia and the
Republic of Azerbaijan and beyond these territories". Legislative Gazette.
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The implementation of the "East-West Energy Corridor" projects,
via which a significant amount of oil and gas extracted from the
countries of the Caspian Sea basin will be transported through the
territory of Georgia to the Turkish, European and world markets will
facilitate and ensure:

» The growth of the interest of the world’s leading countries
both for Georgia and the countries of the Black and Caspian Sea basin
and determine the increasing support from them to the countries of this
region;

» Safe, peaceful and democratic development of the countries
of the region;

»  Their integration into World Union;

» The creation of attractive environment for foreign investment
in the countries of the region;

» The rapid development of energy, transport and
communication corridors of East-West and North-South;

» Establishment of the regional cooperation and the solution of
the existing conflicts in the region.

All this creates prerequisites for establishing sustainable systems
of regional cooperation and resolving conflicts in the region.

In addition to the fact that the mentioned projects provide
Georgia and its participating countries with the most important strategic
function of a transit country, their implementation also ensures the
energy independence of these countries.®

It should be noted that in 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping
presented a new initiative - "One Belt - One Road", which also aimed
to expand the ancient Silk Trade Road both infrustructurally and
economically.

With the presented initiative, China planned to connect
economically and socially underdeveloped regions with Europe
through Central Asia. That is why the above-mentioned project was

¢ For more details see the Decree of the President of Georgia on the development
of the "South Caucasian pipeline system (Baku-Tbilisi-Ezerum gas pipeline)"
project. Legislative Herald of Georgia. 25, 14/03/2002.
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called the Silk Road Economic Initiative. As for the sea, mentioned in
the initiative, one of the 21% century's no less important maritime Silk
Road strategies, which aims to connect the part of Southeast Asia with
the Southern provinces of China, is considered there. (Peter Cai 2017)

The "Silk Road - Economic Zone" initiative is no less important
for Georgia, since the realization of the mentioned project gives the
country another unique opportunity to become a connecting hub
between China and the European Union and enjoy the economic
benefits obtained in this way. Georgia has already signed a Free Trade
Agreement with China and a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Agreement with the European Union.

Based on the above, the construction of the "Anaklia Deep Sea
Port" is particularly important, which is a vital factor in terms of
ensuring the country's security and credibility in the international arena.
According to the Chinese project, the Anaklia Deep-Sea Port will be
used for transit shipments.

Georgia joined the "Silk Road" initiative initiated by China in
2015, when the New Silk Road Memorandum was signed. The above-
mentioned document laid the foundation for a new type of cooperation
between China and Georgia on infrastructure, logistics, energy,
agriculture and other fields, which significantly increased Chinese
investments in Georgia.

As the successful implementation of the "New Silk Road" and
"One Road - One Belt" projects was against the interests of Moscow, as
a counterweight to these initiatives, in 2016, Russia put forward the
initiative of a new project - "Great Eurasian Cooperation", which
represented a kind of continuation of the "Eurasian Economic Union".

Therefore, Moscow wanted both to maintain, and increase its
influence on the entire post-Soviet space and particularly on Central
Asia and the Central Caucasus. Based on the latter, Moscow was not
interested in the functioning of the "Silk Road" transport corridor
passing through the Central Caucasus. That is why it was considered
one of the threats to the successful implementation of the "Silk Road"
projects.
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Overall, all three projects are of a global economic importance.
Besides, they also comprise of deep geopolitical and ideological load,
since the participants - European Union, China and Russia have always
assigned a special role to the Eurasian region.

BAKU-TBILISI-KARS RAILWAY MAINLINE

The Baku-Thilisi-Kars project aims to connect the railways of the
South Caucasus with Europe through the Turkish Railroads. The
construction of the "Marmaray"” railway tunnel under the Bosporus
Strait in Istanbul has been completed by the Turkish Railways
Development Project, which ensures the connection to the Common
European Railway network.

With this project, the Baku-Thilisi-Kars railway will become the
most important railway corridor of Europe-Caucasus-Asia, which will
ensure cargo circulation not only between Georgia and Turkey, but also
the transportation of cargoes from the Caspian coastal states, primarily
oil and petroleum products, to the port of Ceyhan on the Mediterranean
Sea. From Ceyhan, these cargoes will get to the world market and pass
through the Bosporus Strait to Europe. Thus, the countries of Europe
and the Mediterranean basin will be connected to the countries of North,
Middle and Far Asia by railway through Georgia and Azerbaijan.

The above-mentioned project in itself envisages the running of
passenger trains and the transportation of passengers as well, which is
also important for increasing the tourism potential of Georgia.

It in itself means that the implementation of a project of this scale
will compete with the Trans-Siberian mainline passing through Russia.

Against the backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine war, the growing
economic interests of Europe and China, the role of the mentioned
mainline will increase significantly. That is why the Baku-Thilisi-Kars
railway project will contribute to the development of the Silk Road
project.

In addition, this railway will connect not only Azerbaijan,
Georgia and Turkey, but also East and West. This highway will give
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many countries the opportunity to promote their own business interests,
first of all - the countries of Central Asia - as an alternative way of
transiting their energy resources to the West. (Zabakhidze, M.,
Bakradze G., Kutelia B, 2017, p. 7)

This railroad itself, as an important component, logically fits into
the project of "One Belt - One Road" initiative. (larseni , 2017, pp. 22-
23)

Besides, the Baku-Thilisi-Kars railway project will make the
relationship between the three countries very dynamic and will become
a component of the new energy security system in the future.

Simultaneously, this corridor will represent one of the
mechanisms to avoid risks related to Russia.

What concerns the Baku-Thbilisi-Kars railway itself, its
construction began in 2007, when the heads of Azerbaijan, Georgia and
Turkey signed an agreement.

The length of the railway is 826 kilometers, and 254 kilometers
are on the territory of Georgia. The first test train run through the
Georgian part of the railway in January 2015, and in July 2017, the first
train arrived from Kars to the Georgian border. The railway route for
cargo transit has been active since 2018.

According to the data of the Ministry of Economy of Georgia,
comparing to the previous year, the number of containers transported
from China through Georgia is 35.1% higher in January-October 2020.

The Baku-Thilisi-Kars railway is the shortest route between
China and Europe, which makes cargo cheaper and increases Georgia's
competitiveness in this corridor.

The first Turkish-Chinese export cargo on the Baku-Thilisi-Kars
railway left Istanbul in December 2020 and arrived in Sian province.
The train had to travel a total of 8,693 km and covered it in 12 days.

In 2021, the transportation of Turkish freight via the Baku-
Thilisi-Kars (BTK) railway line increased almost twice, by 98%°,
which is the highest growth rate.

61 For more details see Georgian railway.
ttp://www.railway.ge/?web=0&action=page&p_id=289&lang=geo
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Thus, the Baku-Thilisi-Kars railway will increase the function of
the Georgian Railways as an alternative transport corridor between
Europe and Asia, which will lead to the implementation of other
important regional projects, which at the same time will ensure "long
and predictable” cooperation and peace between the countries
participating in this project.

INOGATE PROJECTS

INOGATE is an energy program promoting international
cooperation between the European Union, the Black and Caspian Sea
states and their neighboring countries. INOGATE was founded in 1995
with the aim of providing transportation of oil and natural gas resources
to Europe.

The member states of the European Union (EU), Turkey and the
countries of the former Soviet Union, excluding the Baltic states and
the Russian Federation are involved in this program. This program is
run with the support of the Europe Aid program of the European Union.

Officially, Georgia joined the INOGATE program on July 22,
1999 and indeed is one of its first member states. On November 13,
2004, at the ministerial conference held in Baku, the foundation was
laid for a new political dialogue known as the "Baku Initiative". Its main
goal is the integration of the energy markets of the Black Sea and
Caspian Sea regions with the European energy market. One side of this
initiative is represented by the European Union, and the other side -
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan. The coordination office is located in Kyiv (Ukraine).

Initially, this program was focused on the construction of oil and
natural gas pipelines. However, at the conferences held in Baku (2004)
and Astana (2006) the decision on the expansion of the program scope
has been made. It covered four main directions:

» Promotion of energy security;
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» Integration of the energy markets of the member states in
accordance with the EU internal energy market principles;

» Support for sustainable energy development;

» Provision of the investments’ attraction for the
implementation of joint energy projects of regional importance.

Since 2007, the INOGATE program has been financed through
the European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument.

Turkey, as INOGATE partner country, regularly attends meetings
within the framework of the program, but is not a beneficiary country.

Since February 2009, the mentioned project also includes new
initiatives related to ensuring the safety of oil and gas transit
infrastructure, developing a coordinated national energy policy in
Central Asian countries, and developing energy markets and energy
projects in partner countries.

On April 14-18, 2008, workshops on “Energy efficiency,
Renewable Power and Demand Management — A Sustainable Way"
were held in Brussels within the framework of the INOGATE program
of the European Union.

On February 9-13, 2009, the "Energy Security Seminar" was held
in Brussels within the framework of the program.

On April 25-27, 2010, in Kyiv, Ukraine, within the framework of
the INOGATE program, the first meeting of the technical group on the
project "Harmonization of Electricity Standards™ was held.

May 17-22, 2010 — meeting of INOGATE country coordinators
and working groups, Brussels, Belgium.

December 8-12, 2010, Chisinau, Moldova — meeting on the
project “Harmonization of Electricity Standards”.

January 16-23, 2011, Brussels, Belgium — another meeting on the
project “Harmonization of Electricity Standards”.

7-9 February, 2011, Kiev, the Ukraine — the final conference the
completion of the project “Harmonization of Electricity Standards”,
within the framework of INOGATE program.

May 17-21, Brussels, Belgium — semi-annual meeting of
INOGATE country coordinators and working group members.
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December 13-15, 2011 — The Ministry took part in the INOGATE
country coordinators’ and working members’ meeting as well as in the
final conference of SEMISE project in Brussels.

In 2012, the Ministry of Energy was once again represented at the
meeting of INOGATE country coordinators and working group
members and at the final conference of the SEMISE project in Brussels.

On April 4, 2013, a working meeting on "Energy efficiency in the
Transport Sector" was organized by the Ministry of Energy and the
technical secretariat of the INOGATE program.

May 10, 2013, - a presentation, held at the Ministry of Energy on
the preparation of the Energy Sector Status Report of each member
country, organized by the INOGATE Technical Secretariat and the
International Energy Agency.

September 20, 2013 - the Ministry participated in the INOGATE
Program Energy Statistics Course of Action Implementation Seminar.

July 17, 2014 - an information event was held in the Ministry of
Energy, together with the organization of the INOGATE Technical
Secretariat program of the European Union.

November 25-27, 2014, - the Ministry participated in an
international conference on "Energy Statistics Network", achievements
of Energy Statistics Course of Action (2012-2014) and importance of
improving data quality. For energy statistics, balance and planning.
Zagreb, Croatia

As of 2022, the INOGATE project is still ongoing through
various programs.

BAKU-SUPSA PIPELINE

The Western Route Export Pipeline (WREP), known as the Baku-
Supsa Pipeline, is the first investment made by the International Oil
Consortium in Georgia.

It is notable that the establishment of the “East-West Energy
Corridor" has been innitiated with the successful implementation of the
"Baku-Supsa Early Oil Pipeline" project. It was the implementation of
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the "Baku-Supsa Early Oil Pipeline™ project that became the basis for
the establishment of the necessary trust in Georgia on the part of
Western oil companies and financial institutions, without which the
realization of "Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Main Export Oil Pipeline" and
"Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum South Caucasian Gas Pipeline” projects would
have been impossible in Georgia.

Oil extracted from the Chirag layer in the Caspian Sea,
Azerbaijan, passes through the Sangachal terminal to the Supsa
terminal in western Georgia, via pipeline.

The length of the export pipeline of the Western route is 830 km.
From this, the Georgian section consists of 375 km and it mostly repeats
the route of the Samgori-Batumi oil pipeline built during the Soviet
period. The fundamental rehabilitation of the latter and the construction
of new buildings were financed by the International Oil Consortium.
The construction of the Supsa terminal, the capacity of which exceeds
one million barrel has been arranged in the framework of the pipeline
construction.

Oil was released from Sangachal through WREP in December
1998, and oil entered Georgia in the first week of January 1999.

The Western Route Export Pipeline (WREP) transported 0.9
million tons of oil in the first quarter of 2022.

The project management in the territory of Georgia is carried out
by BP company, the owner of the largest share of the consortium.

Project partners: BP — 34.1%, Chevron — 10.3%, SOCAR — 10%,
INPEX — 10%, Statoil — 8.6%, ExxonMobil — 8%, TPAO — 6.8%,
Itochu — 3.9%, Amerada Hess — 2.7%.

BAKU-TBILISI-CEYHAN (BTC) PIPELINE

Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) is one of the successful projects
implemented within the INOGATE framework. It is one of the longest
pipelines in the world. Its construction in Georgia was completed in
2005.
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The full exploitation of the BTC pipeline started in 2006. The
trend of oil flow through the pipeline is increasing.

The pipeline is one of the biggest engineering projects of the new
millennium. Its total length is 1768 km. Of these, 443 kilometers pass
through the territory of Azerbaijan, 249 kilometers through the territory
of Georgia and 1076 kilometers through Turkey. The diameter of the
oil pipe is 42-46 inches; It has 8 gas stations (2 in Azerbaijan, 2 in
Georgia and 4 in Turkey)®?.

The capacity of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline is increasing
day by day. According to the latest data, in 2021, 30.4 million tons of
oil were transported through these pipelines via Georgia, and the
volume of oil transported through the pipeline amounted to 26 million
tons. Besides, 6.7 million tons of oil were transited in the first quarter
of 2022.

It should be noted that with the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline,
Georgia receives 90-110 million GEL a year in the form of economic
benefits. BTC pipeline mainly serves for transportation of Azerbaijani
oil and relatively few Turkmen and Kazakh oil.

The Ceyhan Pipeline Company was founded by a consortium of
International Energy Companies and is directly controlled by the
pipeline operator British Petroleum, which owns a 30.1% stake. In this
consortium, the next highest share - 25% - is held by the Azerbaijan oil
company AZBTC. The other shareholders are: Chevron (8.90%);
Statoil (8.71%); TPAO (6.53%); ENI (5.00%); Total (5.00%), Itochu
(3.40%); INPEX (2.50%), ConocoPhillips (2.50%) and Hess (2.36%).

BAKU-TBILISI-ERZRUM SOUTH CAUCASUS GAS
PIPELINE (SCP)

The length of the "Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum™ South Caucasian gas
pipeline in the section of Azerbaijan and Georgia is 691 km. (In Georgia
- 249 km). The Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum South Caucasian gas pipeline is

62 For more details see Georgian Oil and Gas Corporation website.
https://www.gogc.ge/ka/project/baqo-tbilisi-jeihanis-milsadeni/28
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parallel to the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. Baku-Thilisi-Erzrum
South Caucasian gas pipeline (project cost 1 billion USD) should
transport natural gas extracted from Shah-Deniz and other layers of the
Caspian Sea basin in the Caspian Sea sector of Azerbaijan to the
markets of Georgia, Turkey and later — to Europe.

Shah-Deniz is considered to be the largest gas layer in Azerbaijan.
According to the contract Georgia is not only a transit country, but also
a consumer of natural gas.

Georgia, as a transit state, will purchase up to 5% of gas
transported from Azerbaijan to Turkey at a preferential price. In
addition, within 20 years from the beginning of the operation of the
project, the country will purchase an additional volume of natural gas
from the investors of the project - half a billion cubic meters of gas per
year at a special price.

The South Caucasus gas pipeline should deliver gas to Europe by
connecting the Turkey-Greece and Greece-Italy gas pipelines in the
long-term.

TRANS-ANATOLIAN PIPELINE (TANAP)

The Trans-Anatolian Gas Pipeline (TANAP) represents the
continuation of the South Caucasus pipeline to the eastern border of
Turkey, where it should join the Trans-Adriatic gas pipeline, cross
Greece and join the Italian gas transportation network. This pipeline can
be called one of the most priority energy projects for the European
Union, because it can not only diversify sources and routes of energy
supply, but also end Russia’s monopoly on the export of energy
resources to Europe. Its importance doubled after the conflict between
Russia and Turkey.

In general, the goal of the project is the expansion of the South
Caucasian gas pipeline (Baku - Thilisi - Erzurum), the construction of
the Trans-Anatolian gas pipeline in Turkey and its extension to the
European territory through the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP).
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TANAP is the most important project of the Southern Corridor,
through which natural gas from the Azerbaijani layer should reach the
borders of Greece through Georgia and Turkey. Europeans will bring
20 billion cubic meters of natural gas to their countries, Turkey should
receive 6 billion cubic meters of "blue fuel” through this pipeline. In the
future, it is planned to increase the capacity of the gas pipeline to 31
billion cubic meters. What concerns to the construction, it is already
underway, and on March 17, 2015, a symbolic ceremony of laying the
pipe at the Turkish section took place in Kars.

The main problem of TANAP is to load the pipeline fully. Other
countries can also have an opportunity to fill it. First of all, of course,
Turkmenistan, whose gas reserves range from 13 to 21 trillion cubic
meters, which is the fourth largest in the world. Ankara and Baku are
already actively working in this direction. For example, at the beginning
of February 2015, a meeting between the foreign ministers of
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Turkey took place in Ashkhabad.
Ultimately, Turkish Foreign Minister Cavusoglu announced that "Turkey
and Azerbaijan call on Turkmenistan to join the TANAP project.”

Surely, the Caspian zone still remains the main obstacle for the
inclusion of Turkmenistan in the project and of course, it is still unresolved
issue. The fact is that the most optimal option for supplying Turkmen gas
to Europe is the potentially possible 300-kilometer Trans-Caspian gas
pipeline. However, this requires the five Caspian states to determine the
status of the Caspian Sea. Among them are Russia and Iran. It is also clear
that the new route, which bypasses these two countries, is unacceptable to
them. Certainly, it is possible to build an alternative pipeline if necessary,
although it will be way more expensive pleasure.

The launch of the gas pipeline connecting Bulgaria and Greece
(IGB) was officially announced at a ceremony held in Sofia, on October
1, 2022. The presidents of Bulgaria, Serbia, North Macedonia,
Azerbaijan, as well as the heads of state of Romania and Greece,
chairman of the European Commission participated in it.

With the new 182 km long pipeline, Bulgaria should receive up
to 3-5 billion cubic meters of gas from Azerbaijan, as well as liquefied
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gas from Greece. One of the goals of the project is to free Europe from
Russian natural gas dependence. The launch of the pipeline has been
called a "turning point" for Bulgaria's energy security, “the beginning
of a new era" for the country and for all the Southeast Europe.

Thus, the transit projects in the Caucasus region, connecting Asia
and Europe, give the participating countries an opportunity to actively
participate in world integration processes and become an integral part
of the unified European Security System, which, in turn, will give
Georgia the most important strategic function of a transit country.
Therefore, implementation of these projects will ensure complete
energy independence of Georgia and accelerate economic development.

Besides, the implementation of the mentioned projects is vital,
both for Georgia and for the country participating in this project, whose
geopolitical role will increase greatly, not mentioning the economic
benefits.

Finally, the implementation of the above-mentioned transit
projects will reduce Russia's influence on European oil politics.

AZERBAIJAN-GEORGIA-ROMANIA INTERCONNECTOR

The  Azerbaijan-Georgia-Romania  Interconnector  (AGRI-
Azerbaijan-Georgia-Romania Interconnector) project, created with a
purpose to establish a new gas transportation route within the Southern
Corridor, initiated on the basis of the agreement reached as a result of the
negotiations held in 2009-2010. The project envisages transportation of
natural gas through the territory of Georgia and the Black Sea (in liquefied
form) to Romania and further to the European market.

The presidents of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Romania and the
prime minister of Hungary signed a declaration supporting the project
on September 14, 2011, Baku. Within the framework of the same event,
the respective companies of the three countries - SOCAR (Azerbaijan),
GOGC (Georgia) and ROMGAZ (Romania) signed the contract of the
joint company implementing the Azerbaijan-Georgia-Romania
interconnector project - SC AGRI LNG Project Company S.R.L. the
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founding agreement and the memorandum of understanding regarding
the implementation of the project. Later SC AGRI LNG Project
Company S.R.L. was joined by the Hungarian company MVM.

English consulting company Penspen Ltd. was hired by the joint
company for preparing the feasibility study of the Azerbaijan-Georgia-
Romania interconnector project. In January 2015, the board of directors
of AGRI LNG Project Company S.R.L. accepted feasibility study of
Penspen for the AGRI project.

AGRI responds to the policy of European Union on energy
diversification and development of alternative routes for natural gas
suppliers. The project is a constituent part of the "Southern Gas
Corridor™ and has international support.

Since the annexation of Crimea in 2014, the Azerbaijan-Georgia-
Ukraine route "White Stream", Odesa-Brod-Plotsk-Gdansk and AGRI
(LNG) liquefied natural gas transportation projects to Europe were
delayed.

EURASIAN OIL TRANSPORT CORRIDOR PROJECT

The Eurasian Oil Transport Corridor (EAOTC) project is an
important international project aimed at strengthening the energy
security of the participating states and the European Union. It implies
the implementation of a package of activities of an organizational,
technical, legal and commercial issue, which will allow the creation of
a new route for the transportation of oil from the Caspian region to
consumers in Europe. The route will start from the coast of the Caspian
Sea in Azerbaijan, pass through the territory of Georgia, the Black Sea
and the Ukraine, and then the route should split into two directions. A
southern route would deliver Caspian oil to customers in Slovakia, the
Czech Republic and possibly Hungary. The northern direction will meet
the requirements for Caspian oil in Poland, Germany and other Baltic
countries through Gdansk Naftoport. The above route is planned to be
not only reliable, but also profitable and competitive with the existing
transport routes of this energy raw material.
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The leaders of the participant countries - Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine, on May 11, 2007 in Krakow, and the
ministers on June 5 in Gdansk signed a communique, supporting the
creation of a corridor for the transportation of Caspian oil to European
and world markets.

Until that time, in May 2003, Ukraine, Poland and the European
Union signed a declaration, according to which they supported the
transportation of Caspian oil by tankers through Georgia to the port of
Odesa, transit through the Odesa-Brod pipeline, as well as its
continuation to Plotsk, from where the oil was supposed to reach
Gdansk through the existing oil pipeline.

Currently, there is already an infrastructure from Odesa to Brody,
but the Brody-Adamovo section needs to be built.

The project will improve the prospect of oil transportation from
the territory of Poland both to the Ukraine and Belarus.

On the basis of the decisions taken by the heads of the
governments of Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia and Azerbaijan at
the energy summit held in Vilnius, 2007, the international pipeline
company "Sarmatia" LLC was founded. Currently, the basic capital of
"Sarmatia” LLC is 20.06 million zlotys. SOCAR (Azerbaijan), AB
"Klaipedos Nafta" (Lithuania), PERN "Przyjazn" S.A. (Poland),
"Ukrtransnafta” (Ukraine) and JSC "Georgian Oil and Gas
Corporation” (Georgia) are the shareholders of the company. SNGK's
share in Sarmatia LLC is 16.9% at this stage.

The main goal of "Sarmatia” LLC is the implementation of the
Eurasian Oil Transport Corridor (EAOTC) project.

Unfortunately, in 2008 - after the government change in Poland,
the project stopped, as they reckoned that the project, along with its
profitability, caused a geopolitical conflict under the existing conditions
and was against the interests of Moscow, which was most likely caused
by Russian pressure.

In 2022, considering the new geo-economic reality created as a
result of the Russia-Ukraine war, the halted Eurasian project regained
new opportunities.
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Chapter VIII.
GEORGIAN-EUROPEAN VALUES

EUROPEAN IDENTITY MATRIX OF GEORGIA

One of the important topics in the modern Georgian academic and
political discourse is the issue of the European identity of Georgia, the
scientific research and correct perception of which is vital for the
European future of the Georgian state.

Since the presented issue is only a compilation of our research, it
will be difficult for us to analyze it fundamentally (we believe that in
relation to the mentioned topic, considering its relevance and
importance, separate deep and thorough studies should be conducted),
therefore a brief overview of the issue should be enough. Thus, the
markers of European identity will be discussed only in terms of the
compatibility of European identity to the Georgian one. Besides, a short
introduction will be made on the genesis and markers of the European
identity in order to make it easier for us to determine the cause-and-
effect relationship of the European identity of Georgia.

First of all, when discussing the above-mentioned issue, the
characteristics of civilizational and then national identities will be taken
into account, because civilizational identity is more extensive and
versatile than national identity. Nevertheless, civilizational and national
identities are united by the markers such as common origin, belonging
to a certain group, political, economic, social, cultural or other factors.
This fact enables to determine the matrix of these two identities, and
then to compare them with each other and define the similarity or
difference.

Since our goal is to reveal and determine the characteristics of the
European identity of Georgia, we will try to reveal the similarities of
the Georgian-European identities with this approach.

The condition is eased by the fact that European countries,
together with the common European civilizational identity, also have
their own national identities (for example: German, French, Spanish,
etc.).
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Based on all of the above, it is quite logical to consider all those
people who meet the mentioned characteristics under the European
civilizational identity.

What concerns to the European identity, it originates from the
ancient period (Meier, 2012.), from the Greco-Roman world, and is
considered a synthesis of the civil idea of this world, Christianity,"”
which is reflected in the consciousness of Europeans (Pagden, 2002),
according to the researchers.

Roman law and Christian faith also play an important role in the
formation of European identity.

In addition to this, scientists consider the city factor, science and
education issues vital in the formation of European identity as well
(Pagden, 2002).

As for the exact date of the genesis of the European identity, some
scholars believe that it was Greece of the 7" century B.C.. (Patocka ,
1998) Another part of them reckons that Europe as a reality emerged in
the XI-XIII centuries, when a broad wave of Christianity covered
Europe. (Le Goff, 2005).

Thus, despite the different viewpoints, a large number of
scientists believe that the foundations of European identity originated
in the heart of ancient civilization and discusses identity mainly in a
cultural context, and here, role of ancient Greece (Nadareishvili t
Cheishvili K, 2014) is undoubtfully significant.

However, it should also be said that the researchers of the ancient
period consider the identity of Europe from another point of view.

Greek identity with Homer, for example, is based on an imaginary
common ancestor - a genealogy. With Herodotus, the cultural identity
is mainly created by a political model (Thomas), while with Isocrates,
the confrontation between the Greeks and the barbarians is replaced by
the confrontation between Europe and Asia (barbarians) and goes
through the factor of civilization. (Romilly, 1992 v. XXXIX, # 1)
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ORIGIN OF THE GEORGIANS - ETHNIC MARKER

As for the origin of the Georgians, both scientific, mythological
and religious versions are interesting in this regard.

The European (Humboldt, Kretchmer, Blumenbach) and
Georgian scientists (Niko Mari, Akaki Urushadze, Rismag Gordeziani,
Zviad Gamsakhurdia and others) of the 19" century believed that the
Proto-Georgians were ethnically, linguistically and culturally related to
the European aborigines - with pre-Indo-Europeans, pre-Aryans, pre-
Celts (pre-Indo-European, pre-Aryan, pre-Celtic), including Etruscans,
Pelasgians and Proto-Basques. Ancient Greeks and Romans called
these first inhabitants of Europe - Iberians. The latter European
population that lived in the Iberian Peninsula, in the Mediterranean
basin, in the Balkans, in modern Greece, in the Caucasus came from
them. This is the area of the Proto-Iberian race flourishment, which had
many branches. (Anchabadze , 2015.)

In this regard, the researches of the famous Georgian scientist
Rismag Gordesiani are worth noting. He points out: "...One very
important factor nurtures the longing for a common European heritage
in our country. Our country has participated in the ongoing processes
in the Mediterranean basin since time immemorial. As it turns out, the
Kartvelian tribes may have had genetic relations with the peoples of
pre-Greek civilization (Pelasgians, Lelegs, Minoans, etc.), as well as
with the ancient population of Italy - the Etruscans. (Gordeziani, R
Tonia N, 2007, p. 8)

As for the mythological version of the origin of Georgians, "it
seems that the centuries-old history of Greek-Georgian relations
originates from the Mycenaean era, which was reflected in the Greek
myths about Prometheus and the Argonauts' expedition. Ancient
Colchis — the scene of the Argonautic myth, became one of the most
important countries outside Greece. As for Medea, Aetees, Circe,
Apsirtos and other Colchian mythological characters, they firmly
occupied their place in Greek literature (Gordeziani, R Tonia N, 2007).

According to Niko Mari, the Georgian tribe was a descendant of
Noah's son, Japheth, and represented the indigenous population of
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Iberia in Europe, which later joined the Celts. As a result, they became
Celt-Iberians and later united with the Goths, Germanic tribes (Marr,
1923), which in itself attributes Georgia to Europe. (Javakhia, 2010, p.
103).

In addition to this, Zviad Gamsakhurdia points out the
mythological origin of Georgians. He believed that the myth of
Prometheus is the most important in this regard, both from the evolution
of mankind and the ethnogenesis of Georgians the point of view of.
Who is Prometheus? Prometheus is a representative of the humanity
that must develop prophetic, intuitive thinking, and Epimetheus — the
one who must develop judgmental, intellectual thinking. Whose son is
Prometheus? He is the son of lapetus (Gamsaxurdia, 1990, p. 197).

GEOGRAPHICAL MARKER

As for the area of geographical settlement of the Kartvelian tribes,
it is believed that from ancient times Asia Minor, the island of Crete
and a lot of areas of the Mediterranean Sea were the home of the pre-
Hellenic-Pelasgian (proto-Georgian) population. The ancient Colchis
(Georgian) tribes should have had a notable role in the so-called
"Minoan population” of the Crete. (Janashia, 1959). According to
ancient Greek and Roman authors, the Palasgians are considered to be
related tribes to the Thessalians, the Trojans of Asia Minor, the
inhabitants of the island of Lemnos, and the Colchis (Urushadze, 1964,
p. 121). It was the people of this tribe who created large cultural centers
in the territory of the former Asia and in Southern Europe. (Urushadze,
1964 , p. 121).

Zviad Gamsakhurdia is of a same opinion and concludes that Troy
is the same Colchian world, since during the dispute between the
Achaeans and the Trojans, the Trojans explain the abduction of Helen
as a kind of revenge for their earlier abduction of Medea (Gamsaxurdia,
1990).
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Thus, according to Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the Colchian, Pelasgian,
Trojan, Minoan worlds are related worlds, or rather, they represent one
world.

Regarding the resettlement of Georgians, Zviad Gamsakhurdia
shares the opinion of Wilhelm Humboldt, who believed that the
autochthonous population of Southern Europe: the Pyrenees, Italy, and
the Mediterranean islands were Iberian, who were called Proto-
Iberians, and the later European population was derived from them. In
science, the term - Mediterranean race has also been adopted, a
Mediterranean race that lived from the Pyrenees peninsula to the
Mediterranean basin, the Balkans, modern Greece, the Caucasus and
the modern territory of India, as well as in Asia Minor and Palestine.
This is the spread area of the Proto-lberian lineage, which had many
branches. (Kaukhchishvili, 1934, p. 24).

The ancient Greeks and Romans themselves, called the first
inhabitants of Europe - Iberians.

According to Procopius of Caesarea, the river "Phasis" (Rioni)
divides the land in two - the left side of the flowing water is Europe,
and the right side is called Asia. The residential areas of the Laz
(Georgian tribe) are located in the European part (Kaukhchishvili, 1934,
p. 24).

Thus, the area of geographical settlement of Georgian tribes since
ancient times is Asia Minor, the island of Crete and the Mediterranean
and Black Sea areas. As for Western Georgia, more precisely — Colchis,
historically neighboring Greece and Byzantium, and for centuries it was
a kind of bridge and binding factor between Europe and Asia as well.

CULTURAL MARKER

A cultural marker represents a wide spectrum, including religion,
language, written language, traditions, and so on.

Since religion is the most essential sign (Toynbee, 2002, pp. 86-
88) of civilization and is the real basis and driving force of its
development, we must consider the adoption of Christianity by
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Georgians in this context, which was of great importance for the further
development of the country, which resulted in the final civilizational
separation of Georgia from the Asian world. It was a decisive stage in
the history of the Georgian state and it finally defined the country's
European identity. This decision was so important that despite the
multiple conquests of Georgia by foreign enemies, the occasional
interruption of relations with Europe, the country has preserved its
identity and statehood to this day. (Huntington) (Pazhava, Georgia at
the origins of the European Orientation, 2020).

Even today, Georgians perceive themselves as part of a united
Christendom, which was based on the civilization of common European
or Christian Middle Ages (Javakhia , 2010).

SIMILARITY OF GEORGIAN LANGUAGE
TO EUROPEAN LANGUAGES

As for the similarity of the Georgian language with European
languages, numerous interesting opinions exist about this issue.

The first scientist who tried to link the Georgian language with
European languages (Greek, Latin...) was Lorenzo Hervas.

The German philosopher Leibniz also considered the Georgian
language to be a language of European origin.

Although the factual material verified by Leibniz was not
convincing enough to draw proper conclusions, the discussion about the
Georgian language contained in the works of this great authority was
undoubtedly of great importance in terms of showing interest in the
problem of the Georgian language in the scientific world.

The beginning of a new period in the field of research on the
relation of the Georgian and, in general, the Kartvelian languages is tied
with the name of the famous French Kartvelologist - academician Marie
Brosse (1802-1880).

Brose believed that the Georgian language is genetically related
to the Indo-European languages. The conclusions of the mentioned
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studies are presented in his fundamental book "Georgian Grammar"
(1834). (Brosse, 1834.).

One of the founders of linguistic science, the greatest German
scientist, - Franz Bopp drew his interest to the issue of the genealogy of
the Georgian language.

Bopp's interest in the problem of the origin of the Georgian
language had a special significance in terms of drawing attention to this
language in scientific circles. The international flagman of linguistic
science read his report about the Georgian language at the Berlin
Academy of Sciences first on December 11, 1842, and for the second
time — in Berlin as well, on October 23, 1845.

In 1846, Bopp published a paper in the Memoirs of the
Philosophical-Historical Department of the Berlin Academy of
Sciences: "About Georgia from the viewpoint of language relations”,
and the same paper was published as a separate book in 1847 under the
title: "Caucasian members of the Indo-European language family".

Bopp believed that in the declination of nouns, adjectives, stems
and declinations of pronouns, in numerical nouns, as well as in
conjugation of verbs - according to persons, numbers, tenses and
dialects, the Georgian language is related to Indo-European languages
(Sanskrit, etc.).

THE THEORY OF ORIGIN OF GEORGIAN WRITTEN
LANGUAGE (SCRIPT) FROM GREEK

In modern scientific literature, the European one is considered
one of the main theories of the origin of the Georgian alphabet,
according to which the Georgian alphabet originated from the Greek.
This hypothesis belongs to the German paleographer Victor
Gardthausen. This theory is shared by Akaki Shanidze, Tamaz
Gamkrelidze, Dimitri Bakradze, Korneli Kekelidze and others.

According to this theory, the phonetic meaning and sequence of
letters and signs in Georgian is similar to Greek.
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In Georgia, the theory of the origin of the Georgian alphabet from
Greek was first proposed by Dimitri Bakradze. Korneli Kekelidze also
shares this opinion. He reckons that "from the hypotheses that have
been put forward in our country and abroad about the origin of the
Georgian alphabet, the one that derives our alphabet from Greek is more
acceptable."”

Pavle Ingorokva considered the Georgian alphabet to be created
on the basis of the archaic Greek alphabet. According to T.
Gamkrelidze, the Georgian Asomtavruli alphabet comes from Greek
and was created after the adoption of Christianity.%

Thus, we can consider Georgian written language, like Greek and
Latin in the framework of European civilization.

ACITY FACTOR

As we have already mentioned, all scientists recognize the
existence of cities as one of the primary signs of Western (European)
civilization, and not only the Western one. It is well known that cities
were built at the stage of historical development when social division
of labor and social differentiation took place in society. Because of this,
the main part of the population related to agricultural work was
separated from other social groups (artisans, merchants), whose
concentration in certain settlements led to the creation of urban-type
settlements. The creation of cities had a great impact on the
development of society. They became organizational centers of the state
government and cultural development, in particular, the development
of construction and architecture, promoted the development of
handicrafts and trade. Trade and usurious capital were formed in the
cities. The progress of technology was directly related to the
craftsmanship of the city.

63 For more details see Gamkrelidze T, ,Dzveli kartuli asomtavruli damtserloba“
Thilisi, 2011; ,,tseris anbanuri sistema da dzveli kartuli damtserloba. anbanuri tseris
tipologia da tsarmomavloba“ Kk’. shanidzis redaktsiita da tsinasit’q’vaobit, tTbilisi,
1989.
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The cities in Georgia have been existed since antiquity. The
Georgian cities that arose in different periods of history were: Sarkine,
Uplistsikhe, Urbnisi, Mtskheta, Vani, Tsunda, Phasis, Dioskuria,
Bitchvinta, Gyenos, Samshvilde, Khunani, Shorapani, Dimna,
Tukharisi and others.

At the end of the ancient period, new cities appeared and
promoted, such as: Ujarma, Zhaleti, Tbilisi, Rustavi, Khornabuiji.
International trade and transit routes passed through these cities. Thilisi,
Ujarma, and Tcheremi advanced from the early Middle Ages. It is true
that in the late Middle Ages, many cities have ruined and turned into a
site of the former city, though, city life has never died in Georgia.

EUROPEAN IDENTITY MATRIX OF GEORGIA
EDUCATION, SCIENCE

What concerns education, science, art and writing (implying
literature as well), this sign of civilization has been noticed by the
Georgian people since the early Middle Ages.

The thought conveyed by the Georgian nobleman Fartazi
conveyed in the work of Agathias Scholasticus in the middle of the VI
century, should be considered as a fact of the cultural and political unity
comprehension of Georgia with Byzantium (Europe). According to
him, Georgians had many things in common with Byzantines, such as:
"social laws, state structure and life", "unity of opinions”, faith,
"immaculateness of holy mysteries” and, in general, "native rules.”
(Javakhia , 2010).

In the XI-XI1 centuries, there were already centers of science and
education in Georgia (Gelati and Ikalto Academies). The oldest
Georgian artistic work dates back to the V century. The creation of
fiction has not stopped in Georgia, throughout history. In the 12%"
century, the masterpiece of Georgian literature Shota Rustaveli's "The
Knight in the Panther’s Skin" was created. The work of the 10" century
"The Life of Grigol Khandzteli" is not only an artistic work, but also
carries a historical character.
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The first Georgian book was printed in Rome in 1629. It was a
Georgian-Italian dictionary compiled by Stephane Paolini with the help
of Nikifore Irbakh (Nikoloz Cholokashvili), the ambassador of
Teymuraz 1. This dictionary has been published many times, one of
them is still preserved in Vatican.

The second Georgian book, which was printed in the same year
in the same printing house, was the Georgian alphabet with prayers.
(Karichashvili, 1929, pp. 31-34). The missionary Mario Maggio
published twice the "Grammar of the Georgian language™ in 1643 and
1670 respectively, which was compiled in both “Nuskhuri” and
“Mkhedruli” script.

The next Georgian book was printed in Rome in 1681. Mikheil
Tamarashvili remembers it in the following way: "The Christian
doctrine was handed down in symbols from Cardinal Bellarmine and
translated from Italian language into Georgian Mkhedruli by Patri
Bernardo Mariam of Naples - Capuchin, preacher and theologian.”
Bernardo Mariam from Naples was one the missionaries, who was
absolutely fluent in Georgian. The missionaries used to translate the
books as well. Hugo Schuhart saw 14 Georgian manuscripts rewritten
by Bernardo of Naples in the old Capuchin church in Torre del Greco
(Italy). In 1741, the Christian Doctrine translated and prepared by Davit
Tlukashvili was printed. He worked in the collegium of foreigners
created by Pope Urban Il in Rome. In the same year, another small
Georgian book was printed under the title of Christian teachings. In
Europe, book printing in Georgian was of great importance.

European missionaries were very interested in Georgian culture.
Fathers from Theatine made an invaluable contribution to the
introduction of Georgia to the European world of the 17th century.
Their famous representatives (Don Pietro Avitabile, Don Giuseppe
Giudice, Don Clemente Galano, Don Cristoforo Castelli, Don
Arcangelo Lambert) in their works (reports, paintings, books) showed
European readers that the mentality, talents, and customs of Georgians
(despite the differences), the longing for a religious connection with the
papacy did not distinguish these people much from the Europeans.
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(Papashvili, sakartvelo shua sauk’uneebis evropul samqaroshi, 2011, p.
139)

Moreover, they thoughtfully, with deep hints, show the closeness
of Georgians to Western Europeans, which did not need to be explained
in detail to their contemporaries. Besides, Catholic missionaries created
a new reality in the Georgian world. With their work in Georgia, cut off
from the Western world, the country expanded its ideas about the reality
of Europe, and they were accepted as "native" without giving up the
Orthodox faith. This indicated that "cultural adaptation” and
"Europeanization” were acceptable to the Georgian reality without
religious compromises. In such a case, we would not have to deal with
holding a religious dialogue. Communication with Georgians following
the Greek schism was aimed at understanding the "truth" of Catholic
doctrines. (Papashvili M., 2021, p. 7)

Georgians greatly appreciated the theological education of the
missionaries and their moral excellence. The Georgian clerics of that
time wanted to set these pious and educated people as an example of
morality for their people. Also, through them, to raise the level of
education and culture of the Georgian clergy. The role of the Theatine
fathers in the cultural and educational arena was immeasurably great.
(Papashvili M., sakartvelo-vatikanis urtiertoba  XVII-XVI1II
saukuneebshi, 1998, p. 27).

Georgian youth received education in the schools founded by
them (Gori, Ozurgeti, Zugdidi). Probably, Anton (Antonio) Jeremiah,
who was admitted to the College of the Congregation in Rome on
December 8, 1644, received his education at the Tsifuria (Zugdidi)
school of the Theatines. Having studied here for 7 years, he maintained
his thesis on theological morality at the age of 22. This fact reflects the
situation that Georgian talent and genes, under equal conditions, in a
civilized environment, could show the nature of a European in the field
of study and education: tireless hard work, savvy, purposefulness, love
for learning, talent and ability to create a name. (Papashvili M.,
sakartvelo shua sauk’uneebis evropul samqaroshi, 2011, p. 139).
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Georgian historical writing is also rich. Philosophical science was
also developing decently in Georgia (Ephrem Mtsire, loane Petritsi).
Georgian fine art and engraving was of a high level. Georgians created
excellent miniatures and relief sculptures. Georgian mosaic and fresco
art were widely known. Georgian musical culture is especially
noteworthy. Georgian people have many masterpieces in the field of
songs (two-, three- and four-part choral songs). Georgian folk
choreography has a centuries-old tradition. In the process of its
development, theatrical Georgian dances were also created.

There was an interesting situation in the field of law as well.
Georgians owned written state law. For example, we can name the legal
codes of Bagrat Kurapalat, Beka-Agbugha and Vakhtang V1.

There was also accountability system in Georgia: every seven
years, the royal court conducted the population accountability.

As we can see, Georgian culture was created and developed by
coexisting with Western culture, which gives us a reason to discuss the
similarities between these two cultures.

EUROPEAN IDENTITY MARKERS OF
THE GEORGIAN POLICY

In modern reality, the issue of political identity is one of the
important issues. (Hekman, 2004, p. 33).

It is worth noting that Georgia was actively involved in the world
political processes that took place in its geographical proximity from
the ancient period, which initially included Greece, later Rome and
Byzantium.

As an example of this, we can consider the Colchis political-
economic relations with the Greek world from the VI century B.C., the
"friendship and alliance™ of the Kingdom of Kartli with the Roman
Empire and the inclusion of the Kingdom of Colchis in the Roman
political system from the 60s of the 1% century B.C. (Pipia, 2012, p. 3)
Later, after the fall of the Roman Empire (476), these relations
continued with the Byzantine Empire.
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The proof of these relations is the granting of Roman-Byzantine
titles to hundreds of Georgian political elite representatives.

Based on all of the above, it is clear that Georgian politics was
based on Greek, Roman and Byzantine doctrines at some extent and it
represented a kind of source of legitimacy in the given situation.
Therefore, the Georgians in that period tied their political identity with
that world, which continued with more or less intensity throughout
history and it still continues today.

This is confirmed by the opinion of Egrisi noble Fartazi and his
supporters at the public assembly of Egrisi Kingdom, where the issue
of the future political orientation of the kingdom was decided,
according to which Georgians have more in common with the
Byzantines than with the countries of the East.

As for the modern European dimension of Georgian politics, it
also has the function of legitimation in the socio-political spectrum and
plays an important role in determining the direction of political thinking
of both national and Europe-oriented elites.

The current policy of the Georgian state is trying to form such an
identity that fits well with the European political agenda, which implies
raising civil responsibility and trust in the political institutions of the
country. (Tarkhan-Mouravi, 2009, pp. 9-33). However, populist
rhetoric also takes place in many cases.

Thus, the political identity matrix of Georgia is based on the
European one, and its modern markers are also European. It is another
issue how well these institutions work.

The entry in the Constitution of Georgia "Constitutional bodies
should take all measures within their authority to ensure the full
integration of Georgia in the European Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization” is also worth noting. (Constitution of Georgia,
1995 https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/30346?publication=36
#!, Article 78. 24/08/).

In addition, the Association Agreement (since 2016) and Visa
Liberalization (since 2017) programs are already being implemented in
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the country, which processes enormous benefits both to the country and
society.

And on June 23, 2022, at the summit of the leaders of the EU
member states held in Brussels, a decision was made regarding the
status of Georgia's EU membership candidacy, according to which
Georgia was given a European perspective and conditions for obtaining
the candidate status.

The European Council is ready to grant the status of a candidate
country to Georgia after the priority issues mentioned in the opinion of
the European Commission regarding Georgia's application are resolved.

Thus, as we can see, Georgia actively participated in the current
processes in Europe and created common values in the geographical,
political and cultural arena.

Despite the fact that Georgian political-economic and cultural
existence was directly related to the area of inter-civilizational and
inter-cultural conflict, it (Georgia) managed to preserve its own
identity.

It is noteworthy that the first unified Georgian state (during the
reign of King Parnavaz) was formed as a heterogeneous - Western-
Eastern formation, which was able to wisely solve the problems of
synthesis of various civilizational principles, and later transformed as a
part of Western - Greek, Roman and then Byzantine civilization.
(Chkhartishvili, 2014).

Finally, the research analysis showed that the matrix of the
European identity of Georgia was mainly based on all those markers
that are based on the characteristics of the European and Georgian
identity - the common ancestor, myths, geographical and cultural factor
with its wide spectrum, in particular.
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INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERISTICS (MARKERS) OF
GEORGIAN-EUROPEAN IDENTITY

As for the individual markers of the Georgian identity, like the
collective one, it was formed over the centuries and was accompanied
by many obstacles: the foreign enemy or the domestic disorder. First,
the conquest wars of the Persians, then the Arabs, the Mongols, the
Turkish-Seljuks, Tsarist Russia, the Soviet Union, and finally the
Russian Federation, and ultimately - the occupation.

Certainly, such a complex historical heritage had a great impact
on the vision of the past, present and future of the nation as a whole in
the majority of the population and contributed to the formation of the
Georgian identity. Moreover, it intensified the feeling of "Being
Georgian”, which in turn was the main tool for saving the identity of
the nation for centuries, in the numerous fights against the enemies,
especially "against the pressure of Russification and communist
pseudo-internationalism™. (Tarkhan-Mouravi, 2009.).

Therefore, the individual matrix of Georgian identity was mostly
based on such primordial “givens”, (Smith, 1994.) such as: language,
territory, religion, traditions, family ties, culture and etc.

GEORGIAN-EUROPEAN IDENTITIES

In order to comprehend Georgian-European values, it is essential
to discuss several different discourses on their compatibility based on
the Georgian mentality, according to which Georgians and Europeans
have similar or different values. (Tsulade |, Esebua P, kakhidze I,
Kvintradze A, Osepashvili I, Amashukeli M, 2016).

According to this discourse, an example of the similarity of
Georgian-European values is - tolerance, acceptance of ethnic and
religious minorities, respect for women (which is considered an
expression of gender equality), and in this sense, Georgia is a unique
country. Thus, Georgia was able to be receptive to different cultures
throughout all the stages of history, and this is what contributed to it.
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And this helped to preserve the Georgian identity (Baramidze, 2014, p.
52).

The aspiration of modern Georgians towards establishment of
democratic values and civic engagement, which are both democratic
and European principles, should be considered in the same context.
Thus, the attempt to build a democratic country for Georgians is an
expression of the Europeanness (Tsulade |, Esebua P, kakhidze I,
Kvintradze A, Osepashvili I, Amashukeli M, 2016, p. 139), which is
reckoned a characteristic historical feature of Georgians. Most of the
Georgians who lived abroad (in Europe) should tell you that they got
accustomed to Europe easily. They were able to communicate well and
make friends with the locals, which emphasizes that European culture
is completely acceptable for Georgians.

A part of the population does not consider democratic values
specific-European, but universal, and precisely because of this
universality, Georgians can be considered as bearers of the same values.
If the protection of human rights and are European values, they should
be considered as universal values.

Supremacy of the law, freedom of speech, protection of human
rights does not contradict to any Georgian value. And showing respect
to family members is a European value as well.

As for the difference between Georgian and European values, it
is obvious that the difference between Georgian and European values is
not fundamental. There are more similarities than differences between
them. It is noteworthy that the same kind of differences can be observed
among the EU member states, although the motto of the European
Union - "Unity in diversity” unites nations with different cultural
characteristics, and these differences has not created an obstacle for
them on the way to European integration.

There are no fundamental differences in Georgian-European
values. On the contrary, there is much of a compatibility both
historically and culturally. Certainly, there are differences within the
EU countries, and if we generalize, we can find much more things in
common rather than the differences.
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According to rumors, Georgians are less tolerant, even towards
religious minorities. It is a lie, because the shrines of different religions,
built side by side can be cited as an example of the remaining tolerance.

It is interesting that tolerance, which is considered a European
value, is not alien to Georgian reality, moreover, Georgia has
historically always been tolerant, where the rights of others were
traditionally respected. There was never any hostility towards ethnic
minorities and people who were not members of the local culture. This
approach is a Soviet phenomenon and totally carries a Soviet character.

And the essential difference between Soviet and European values
is precisely the attitude towards minorities. European individualism
cares about every person, while Soviet collectivism ignores the
individual.

Ultimately, Georgian and European values differ at this stage and
European values are superior. (Tsulade |, Esebua P, kakhidze I,
Kvintradze A, Osepashvili I, Amashukeli M, 2016) Here, the authors
rightly believe that hard work, acceptance of minorities, appreciation of
time, pluralism, etc. are examples of the European values: It is believed
that Georgians lack all these things, although in this respect and in case
of proper development of the country and society it is possible to get
closer to these values of Europe.

Nor human rights are unfamiliar to Georgian society, which, on
the one hand, is based on the individual, who must be protected and
taken care of by the state, which is the basis of democratic governance
and on the other hand, the Soviet mentality still exists, which
completely ignores the individual and absolutely denies his/her
fundamental rights.

Thus, presenting Georgian and European values differently is
anti-Western propaganda, because European values are also Georgian
at the same time.
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Chapter IX.
SANCTUARY OF GEORGIANS IN ISTANBUL -
A BRIDGE TO EUROPE

SANCTUARY OF GEORGIANS IN ISTANBUL

The importance of the cultural heritage abroad is inestimable for
the Georgian state, which was the greatest merit of the Georgian
cultural centers abroad for centuries, through which Georgia was able
keep an eye on the cultural development of the highly developed
countries of that time.

In this regard, one of the outstanding places is represented by the
Sanctuary of Georgians in Istanbul, - the most important center of
Georgian culture and education abroad. This Sanctuary was a kind of
bridge for Georgian-European relations. This was also due to the fact
that Istanbul (Constantinople) itself was one of the important centers of
human culture and education and was attracted by Georgians since
ancient times. This way the main route for the European civilization to
enter Georgia. Georgian philosophers, translators, prominent religious
figures worked there for years. (Putkaradze, 2012).

For years, the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul was supplied with
scientific and artistic literature from Georgia and cultural centers of
many other foreign countries. Its archive contains a vast epistolary
legacy, historical sources that present hitherto unknown sections of the
life and work of our famous ancestors. These materials are worthy not
for the past and present of our country, but for the future generations as
well.

The Georgian Catholic Sanctuary, its library and archive were
founded by the Akhaltsikhe priest - Petre Kharistchirashvili in one of
Istanbul's districts, - Ferikoi (district of Angels) in 1861), where
Georgian Catholics began to settle in the 18" century. Since then, The
Sanctuary has been a communication center for National Forces abroad
for a long time. Simultaneously, the cathedral was also a gathering place
for Georgian immigrants who used to come to Istanbul for work. The
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archive of the library of the Georgian Catholic Church was located
nearby, in a modern building next to the cathedral.

In March 1921, the migrated government of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia, took shelter in the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul.
Hence, there are many journalistic and personal letters of Georgian
political and public figures, memoirs, service cards of the exiled
members of the government of the First Republic of Georgia,
documents describing their activities, historical sources.

The materials of the 1920s are especially valuable. Due to the
totalitarian regime of the Soviet government, there was not much source
on the work of the Georgian emigrants of that period. Though at the
Sanctuary many historical documents, private letters, manuscripts of
works are kept, which shows us a clear picture of the activities of the
Georgian emigration of the 20" century. (lomtatidze , 2019, p. 3). By
that time, Sanctuary in Istanbul was a reliable shelter indeed for
Georgian emigration.

The archive of the Church library also contains a lot of documents
about the Georgian Catholic Church in Istanbul, which were found by
the scientist Murad Kassab. Most of the documents are written in
Ottoman language. (kartvelta savanestambolshi)

In 1966, a fund for the maintenance of the church-monastery was
founded, and Pavle Zazadze was elected as a chairman. After his death,
the heirs of the Georgia Sanctuary - Simon and Pavle (Paul) Zazadze,
took over. (Janelidze)

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE ZAZADZE FAMILY TO THE
PRESERVATION OF GEORGIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE

For the promotion of Georgian culture abroad, preservation of
Georgian cultural-historical heritage and selfless provision of its
accessibility for Georgia, the President of Georgia, Salome Zurabishvili
awarded the Chairman of the Georgian Catholic Association of Istanbul
Pavle Zazadze with the Order of the Golden Fleece. The awarding
ceremony was held in the Orbeliani Palace, the President of Georgia
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thanked Zazadze and his family for their special contribution to the
preserve of Georgian cultural heritage.

"This award is very symbolic, because your family earned it from
the period when they settled in Istanbul and became guardians of the
Georgian Sanctuary.

This Sanctuary indeed is a Georgian treasure in Istanbul, where
many manuscripts and books are kept. It is a pity that the Georgian
society does not know yet what value is stored there. Without your
family and your father, all of this would have been lost.

This award is actually an award given for the work of your father
and your whole family, and it is a sign that Georgia appreciates this
work, your contribution to the preservation of Georgian cultural
heritage and the Georgian Catholic Church as well.

I want to highlight the fact that the Georgian Catholic Church is
a notable part of our history and our reality. Georgian cultural life
within the Georgian Catholic Church existed and exists for so many
years, our diversity and tolerance are expressed in it. We cannot forget
it as our part of our country and culture and we owe it the remarkable
place in our country’s culture.

| am happy that today | can present this award to you on behalf of
the Georgian people and the nation™, -said the President of Georgia.

Pavle (Paul) Zazadze, who came from Istanbul specially to
receive this state award, in turn thanked the President of Georgia for
appreciating the activities of his family’s three generations.

"It is a great honor for me to receive this unique award today,
designated for my family contribution for the Georgian-Catholic
Church and Georgian society.

We have taken a very important responsibility - to save, preserve
and enrich this religious and cultural, truly Georgian treasure. And since
we are Georgians, we want to somehow benefit Georgia. My ancestors
preserved this place with their own blood and heart and left us the
opportunity to do the pleasant and beneficial things that would be useful
for Georgia.
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We have a very rich library with about 80,000 books, documents,
pictures and letters, which would enrich the culture and history of
Georgia. So, this is our role, we do it and we try to do everything for
Georgia", - said Paul Zazadze. (Janelidze).

It is hard to oppose with these words of Paul Zazadze jr. “Indeed,
Paul, Paul's father - Simon and grandfather Pavle were the tireless
guardians of the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul throughout their lives,
(Marmara, 2018)" - thereby making a great contribution to the history
of the development of Georgian culture.

Also, the role of the Turkish state in the preservation of the
Sanctuary should be particularly stressed and appreciated.

Shushana Putkaradze's merits in terms of studying and obtaining
materials preserved in the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul are worthy of
special attention. For years, Putkaradze has been actively researching
the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul, she published a rather extensive
monograph "Letters from the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul™ based on
the materials obtained within the framework of the scientific project:
"Study of epistolary and memoir heritage of the archive and library of
the Georgian Sanctuary of Istanbul” (Malagmadze R, Putkaradze Sh,
Putkaradze E, 2020). This book is the source study base on the basis of
which of which researchers interested in recent history of Georgia can
prepare various scientific articles.

Nevertheless, it must be said that the materials kept in the library
and the archive of the Georgian Sanctuary in Istanbul have not been
properly studied until now. Therefore, it is necessary to continue the
scientific research of this epistolary heritage, through which completely
new, hitherto unknown material will enter the scientific circulation,
which will enrich and diversify the common Georgian cultural heritage.
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