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Foreward

The volume presents 90 thematic topics in English and Georgian languages
dedicated to the United Kingdom ol Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Gur major
intent is to put a general acquaintance with some aspects of Greal Brilain (e.g.
wcograr;hy inportant historical events, political system, education, culture, the
wity of 1, traditions, outstanding perscmlltles ele.) witlhin the reach of those
who wtud) ]"nghc;h and are cager to know more about the English-speaking

countries.

The volume is bused on the worldstudy materials compiled from various refercnces
and encyclopedic editions, papers and magazines, dilferent kinds of litcrature, The
altached appendix contains some facts about the English language, units of weights
and measures, list of geographical names, British monarchs from 92? to the present
day.

The book is designed for secondary school pupils of intermediate and advanced
feveds, for students and a wide runge of learners of the English language.
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L BRITISHORENGLISH?

For some people it is difficult o distinguish between such names as
British and English, between Britain and Engtand. What are the British
Isles? The namme the United Kingdom adds to the difficulty, What ex-
actly does each of them mean?

The British Isles

This is the geographical name that refers to all the islands situated
off the north-west coast of the European continent: Great Britain, the
whole of Ircland (Northorn and Southern), and all the smaller islands
situated between and around them: the Isle of Wi ght, the Orkneys, the
Hebrides, the Shetlands, the Isles of Scilly, the Channel Islands and the
Iste of Man. ' .

Great Britain

This is the name of the largest island of the British Isles. It is histor-
ically divided into three parts which were once independent states: En-
gland, Scotland and Wales. The people who live in England are English,
the people who live in Scotland are Scots, the people who five in Wales
are Welsh. At the same time ali these people are British because they
live in Britain. As to the word Great in the name of the island it was first
introduced by the French to dishinguish the island from the area in the
north of France called Britanny (the French language has the same
word for Britain and Britanny).

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the
pelitical name of the couniry consisting of England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland (sometimes called Ulster).
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Z. THE UNITED KINGDOM

The United Kingdom today consists of England, Scotland. Walcs
and Northern Jreland, It was created by Act of Parliament in 1801 and
its people are known collectively as the Brilish.

The formation of a unilied state within the British Isles was by no
means inevitable. Medieval Wales was made up of several small king-
doms or principalities which by 1300 had passed largely under "English
Control’. Yet Wales was formally incorporated info England only by
Parliamentary legistation thal began in 1536.

Scotland and England had quite separate monarchies until 1603, when

King James Viof Scotland succeeded his cousin Queen Elizabeth [on
the English throne. A full merger between the two countries in the Kin g-
dom of Great Britain followed in 1707. Meanwhile Ireland — another
political patchwork — came under varying degrees of English influence
from the 12th century onward, but was not united to Great Brilain until
18¢1.

In 1922 Southern Ireland withdrew from the unjon. Since then,
through an era of political fragmentation elsewhere, the United King-
dom has stayed intact and continued to absorb newcomers from all
over the world,
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3. THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situat-
ed on the British Isles. The British Isles consist of two large islands:
Great Britain and Ireland, and about five thousand small islands. Their
total area is over 244. 000 square kilometres. The English Channel sep-
ar‘atcs it from the mainland in the south. The Strait of Dover, 18 milcs
wide, divides it from France. From Belgium and Holland it is separated
by the North Sca. The western coast of Great Britain is washed by the
Atlantic Ocean and the Trish Sea,

The United Kingdom is made up of four countries: England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Treland. Their capitals are London, Cardiff, Ed-
inburgh and Belfast respectively. In everyday speech Great Britain is
used to mean the United Kingdom. The capital of the UK is London.

The UK is one of the world’s lcading countries. Its populaticn is
over 59 million. The distribution of the populatio is rather uneven. Over
48.8 million people live in England, over million in Wales, a little over §
million in Scotland and about 1,5 million in Northern Treland. Aboutl 80%
of the population is urban.

In spite of its comparatively small area, Great Britain presents great
reglonal variety. '

Shakespeare called Britain a “precious stone set in the silver sea”
because of its natural beauty.

The country has a gently sloping surface, but in some parts there are
mountains and lofty hills. Geographically the island of Great Britain is
subdivided into two main regions: Lowland Britain and Highland Brit-
ain. The highest mountain Ben Nevis (1343m) isin Scotland. The high-
est peak in Wales is Snowdon (1085m). The range ot hills on the bor-

der of England and Scotland is called the Cheviot Hills. The Pennines

Chain extending from the Cheviots to Derbyshire is called “the Back-
bone of England”. West of the Pennines there are a number of beauti-
fql takes and therefore this part of the country is calicd the Lake Dis-
trict. :

The longest rivers of England are small compared with the great
rivers of the world, but few countries are better supplied with useful
streams. The principal rivers are: the Thames, the Tyne, the Trent in
the east: the Severn, the Wye and some others in the west.

2

~ The greatest part of the land is a vast plain; it is a land of gentle hills
and valleys; a land lacking in extremes.

The flora of the British Isics is varied and the fauna is similar to that
of the northwest of Europe.

The humid and mild climate of Great Britain is good for plants and
flowers. Some of them have become symbols in the United Kingdom.
The poppy is the symbol of peace, the red rose is the national emblem
of England, the thistle is the national emblem of Scotland and the Edin-
burgh Intcrnational Festival. The daffodil and the leck are the emblems
of Wales, the shamrock is the cmblem of [reland.

The UK was originally a land of vast forests, mainly cak and beech
it the Lowlands and pine and birch in the Highlands. In the course of
time, much forest fand was cleared and almiost all the Lowlands were
put under cultivation. Today only six per cent of the total land area
remains wooded. Extensive forests remain. in eastern and northern
Scotland and in southeastern and western England. Qak, elm, ash and
beech are the commonest trees in England, while Scotland has much
pinc and birch.

The fauna or antmal life of Great Britain is much like that of north-
western Europe. Many larger mammals such as bear and wolf have
been hunted to extinction, others are now protected by law. About 50
land mammals are still found in the United Kingdom.

Some 230 kinds of birds live in Great Britain, another 200 arc regu-
lar visitors, and many are songbirds. Robin Redbreast is the national
bird of the United Kingdom. '

Great Britain is rich in coal. There are rich coal basins in Northum-
berland, Lancashire, Yorkshire, Nottingamshire, Scuth Wales, North
Wales and Glasgow. — Among other mineral resources are: iron ore,
tin and copper mines, and lead and silver ores.

Over three quarters of British land is vsed for farming; farms pro-
duce nearly half of the food that Britain nceds. Great Britain is a highly
developed industrial country, known as a producer and exporter of ma-
chinery, electronics, ships, aircraft and navigation equipment.

No part of Great Britain lies more than one hundred miles from the
sea - and the sea is one to which Britain owes the greatest debt, A ship
first appeared on the British coinage during the reign of Bdward Ui on
his gold noble; six hundred years later there is a ship on the moncy of
everyday use — on the halfpenny of today. The sea is inextricably wo-
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- ven info the pattern of British life; phrases and metaphors of the sea
have crept into the everyday speech cven of those who live in industrial
Towns.

Great Britain enjoys warmer winters and cooler summers than oth-
er countries of the same latitude. It is due in large measure to the prev-
alence of mild south-west winds. Another factor is the Gulf Stream,
which flows from the Gulf of Mexico and brings much warmth from
the eguatorial regions to porth-western Europe.

[aternationally famous ports include London, Bristol, Southampten,
Portsmouth, Dover etc.

Great Britain is parliamentary monarchy. Officially the head of the
state 1s the King or queen. Bul the power of the monarch is not absolute.
Power in the UK is divided into three branches: the legislative branch
represented by Parliament, the executive branch headed by the Prime
Minister and the judicial branch,

The basic monetary unit of the United Kingdom is pound sterling. It
is equal to 100 pence.
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4. ENGLAND

England is the largest of the four countries which make up the Unit-
ed Kingdom. For many centuries this country was known simply as
England. It had a strong army and Navy. Tt waged numerous colonial
wars. Once “the workshop of the world™ it was the first to become a
highly developed indostrial country,

England occupies an area ot 131,8 thousand sq. knt. Over 48.8 mil-
lion people of the population of UK live in England.

England borders on Scotland in the North. In the east it is washed by
the North Sca. Tn the south it is scparated from the continent by the
English Channel. In the west it borders on Wales and is washed by the
Bristol Channel and by the Irish Sea.

‘The highest part of England is in the west , from where the land
gradually slopes down to the east.

The Atlantic Ocean washes the rocky and broken west coast of
England, Wales and Scotland and is gradually wearing it away leaving
caves and sandy beaches. On the east coast the land is lew and sandy.

The rivers flowing to the east and emptying into the North Sea form
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decp cstuaries well protected from the sea. The greatest port of the
conntry London is situated in the Thames estuary.

The white chalk cliffs of the south coast washed by the Inglish
Channel can be seen from many miles out at sca.

Itis interesting to note that the sea has been important in the history
of England. 1t was a good protection against the attacks of outside
peoples. Fishing has always been an important industry, especially in
the east. The sea also has a great effect on England’s climate.

As conicerns the relief, England can be divided into: Northern En-
gland mostly taken up by the low Pennine Mountains, the Central Plain,
lowland Southeast England, and hifly South-west England.

The Lake District is a mountainous area in the north-west of En-
gland. Some adwiring visitors called it “A paradise of mountain scen-
ery and magical light”. Picturesque lukes lie in deep hollows dug out by
the glacier which covered Britain during the fec Age. Green hills, herds
of sheep and solitary farms scattered here and there are typical of this
surprisingly beautifel part ot England.

The Lake Disirict is a National Parl, which means that special care
s taken (o make sure the beauty of the countryside is not spoiled.

The capital of England is London but there arc other large industrial
cilles, such as Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and other famous
and interesting cities such as York, Chester, Oxford and Cambridge.

In Southern Eagland are found some of the oldest British scille-
ments and fraces of ancicnl monuments such as Stonchenge. Stone-
henge is one of the most famous prehistoric places in the world. This
ancien! circle of stones stands in Southwest England. It measures 80
luetres across and is made with massive blocks of stone up to four
metres high. Why it was built,is a mystery.

One theory is that it was a place from where stars and plancts could be
observed, At one time people thought the Stonehenge wus a druid temple,
The Druids were o Celtic religious group before the Norman Conquest.
Some people believe that the Druids were a group of priests who practised
human sacrifice and cannibalism. Therc is also a local legend. The legend has
it that Stonehenge was built by the devil in a single night. He flew forwards
and backwards between Ireland and Salisbury Plain carrying huge stones
ane by one and setting them in place. As he worked he laughed to himself]
“That will nuke people think. They will never know how the stones came
fiere!l” But a friar was hiding in a ditch nearby. The devil saw the friar and

i

threw a stone at him which hit the friar on the heel. The stonc which the devil
threw isknown asthe “heel stone”, and people will show itto a visitor lying by
the side of the road.

Not far from Stonehenge stands Salisbury Cathedral. It is a splendid
cxample of an English Gothic Cathedral; inside there is one of four
copies of Magna Charta and the oldest clock in England.

Chester s a very important town in the northwest of Tn gland. Inthe
past it was used to be a Roman fort; its name comes from the Latin
word castra, meaning “fortified camp”. In Chester there is a fasmous
museum which contains over 5000 ancient and modern toys.

Oxford is the home of the oldest University of England. The most
lamous college is Christ Church, It has a great hali which was built
during thereign of Henry VIH and its chapel has become the Cathedral
of Oxford.

Cambridge is the home of Britain’s second oldest university.

York was the capital of North England. [t is one of the best pre-
served medieval cities of Burope. It was built by the Romans, con-
quered by the Anglo-Saxons and ruled by the Vikings.

Birmingham is often called the “City of 1.500 trades” because of
Lhe great variety of its industrics.

The national emblem of England is the rose.
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3.SCOTLAND

The Kingdom of Scotland occupies the northern part of the main
island of Great Britain and includes the Tnner and Outer Hebrides, the
Orkney Islands, the Shetland Islands and many other islands. The total
area of Seotland is 30, 420 square miles (78,789 sq. km) and the popu-
lation ar the 1991 census was 4. 998, 567.

The national emblem of Scotland is a thistle. The people of Scotland
chose it as their national embiem because it saved their land from for-
eign invaders many years ago, People say that during a surprise night
attack by the invaders the Scottish soldiers were awakened by the shouts
of the invaders us their bare feet touched the horns of the thistles in the

field they were crossing, This, of course, was a good reason to choose:

the thistle as & national emblern.

The north of Scotland is known as the Highlands, The Grampain
Mountains cover the southern Highlands and include Ben Nevis, the
highest point in the British Isles (4. 406 feet). The longest river is the
Thay (117 miles). It flows into the North Sca, with the city of Dundee at
its mouth. Loch Lomond is one of the largest and most famous of the
seottish lakes. Only 1. 4 percent of the Scottish population speak the
Scotlish form of Gaclic. The flag of Scotland is known as the Saltire. It
is & white diagonal cross on a blue field and represents St Andrew, the
patron saint of Scotland. The Saltire is included in the Union tlagolthe
Uaited Kingdom. Scotland is divided into administrative districts, for-
merly known as counties.

scotland was an independent kingdom, ofien at war with England,
until 1603 when King James VT of Scotland became King of England,
in 1707 the Act of Union was passed under which Scotland and En-
gland became a united part, but the Scots kept their own lcgal system,
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religion and administrative systems and still keep them now.

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. It has been the capital since
the 15th century. Edinburgh is the cultural centre of Scotland. It is asso-
ciated with the world-famous Edinburgh Festival of Music and Drama.
The festival was first held in 1947 and has been held annually ever
since. The chief centre of commerce and industry s Glasgow, on the
Clyde. Scotland’s most important industries are shipbuilding, iron and
steel, heavy and light engincering and coal mining.

Scotland has no Parliament of its own, but has a number of seats in
the United Kingdom House of Commaons.

The Scots particularly the *Highlanders® from the mountainous north,
object to being calied ‘English’. Their earliest known ancestors were
the Celts and the Gaelic language, still spoken in remote paits, comes
from the ancient language of the Celic tribes,

The Scottish Highlander considers himself the ‘truc’ Scot and he
wears his national dress, the kilt, with pride. Kilts, the pleated skirts
made of the material with a squared, coloured design called a tartan,
probably derive from 1he costume of the Roman conquerers. Bach Scot-
tish clan (a Gaelic word for ‘tribe’ or ‘family®) has its own tartan with
special colours and design and only members of that clan are entitled 1o
wear it. There are tartans for all the famous Scoltish names like Camp-
bell, Macleod, Gordon, Stuart and Macdonald. ‘“Mac’ or ‘Mc” in many
Scottish names, means ‘son of”,

The Highlanders are proud and independent people. They mainly
live by farming sheep in the mountain areas; others, on the coasts and
islands, arc fishermen.

The urban areas of southern Scotland are heavily industrialised. Since
mid 1800s there has been the constant flow of young men {rom the
Highlands to Lowland industrial centres where work opportunities are
greater, ' _

The Scots are known as inventive, hardworking, serious-minded and
cautious with moncy.

Scotland is the land of tartans and {ine whisky, of romantic castles
and the melodies of bagpipes. The lively Highland Games take place up
and down the country between May and September, :

The history and atmosphere of Scotland as well as the character of
its people have been portrayed by such famous Scottish writers as Robert
Burns, Sir Walter Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson.
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6. WALES

On the westorn side of Britain lies one of the most beautifuf paris of
the British Isles: the principality of Wales. Tt is divided into eight admin-
istrative counties and has an area of 8.019 square miles (20.768 square
km) and a population of nearly 3 million. Wales occupies & peninsula
Julting westward from England into the Irish Sea.

After defeating the native prince of Wales, King Edward [ of En-
gland named his son “Prince of Wales™. Since then the eldest son of the
king or queen of England has traditionally been given this title. The
administrative boundary with £ngland was established in 1536 as part
of the Act of Union that linked England with Wales. It has its own flag
called the Welsh Dragon. The national emblem of Wales is the daffodil.

The native language, Welsh, belongs to the Celtic languages. [tis spo-
ken today by haifamillion of people, 20 per cent of the population of Wales.
The Welsh language is still very much a living force and is taught side by
side with English in schools of Wales. Welsh and English are both official
languages in Wales.

Wales has been called “The Land of Song”. The Welsh people are
renowned for their goed voices and it is rare to find a village without at
least one choir competing in “Eistedfod” or arts festival. The biggest
festival of all is the International Eistedfod held cvery yearin Llangollen.
Singers, dancers, musicians and poets come from ail over the world to
compete for the awards, wearing colourfil national costumes. The Welsh
gitls wear their national dress — a tall black hat, a scarlet skirt and a
starched white apron. The streets of this [ittie town bustle with the com-
ings and goings of visitors speaking many languages.

I Central and North Wales the main occupation is farming, but the
valleys ot south Waies are very heavily industriatised.

The Welsh call their country Cymru, and themselves they call Cym-
ry, a word which has the same root as “comrade, friend”.

The capital of Wales is Cardift. [t is situated near the mouth of the
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Taff River. Tt is an important industrial city and a port as well as an
administrative and educational centre.
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7. IRELAND

Ireland is one of the British Isles, consisting of the Republic of tre-
land and Northern Ireland, Its arca is 32, 596 sq. miles.

Ireland was linked with Great Britain by the Act of Union in 1801.
The Umited Kingdom of Great Britain and Irefand lasted 120 years until
1921 when the Independent Frish Republic was formed.

frefand is divided into two parts: Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Irefand,

The Republic of Ireland covers the largest part of the island and is a
separate state, not part of Great Britain. The population is predominant-
ly Catholic. Irish, often called Erse, is a form of Gaelic language. It was
in danger of dying out, but when the territory of the Republic became
independent (the Irish “Free State’, 1921), Erse was revived and is now
the oflicial first Janguage of the republic, English is the seccond. The
Irish are known for their charm and vivacity. The capital of freland is
Dubimn.

Northern Ireland 1s a self-governing country within the United King-
dom, established in 1920, Tt occupies an area of 5, 452 square miles (14.
120 square km). The estimated population for 1992 is 1. 610. 000. T'he
recent history of Northern Ireland dates from the carly 17th century
when Protestant Scottish and English settlers occupicd the north of
Ireland and formed a socicty with an outlook very different from the
rest of the island where the Roman Catholic tradition strongly prevailed.
Since 1920 Northern Ireland has had its own parliament —the House of
Commons which elects the Senate, the upper chamber, There is a gov-
emor representing the British sovereign, and a cabinet, consisting of a
prime-minister and 9 ministers. The country is often referred to as the
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province of Ulster, though it includes only part of the historic Ulster.
The capital of Northern Ireland is Belfast.

Northern Ireland is famed for its Tinen, but also produces man-made
fibres. Engineering is now of greater importance than ship-building. It is
also a centre for the production of cigarettes and tobacco.

If onc asks an Irishman away from home what he misses most
about Ireland he will probably tell you “the greenness™, as really the
grass n Ireland is greenner than in other parts of Great Britain. Irish
poets put it in a different way when they call Ireland “the Emerald
Isle,” :

The national emblem of Ircland is Shamrock. Tradition says that St
Patrick used a shamrock to illustrate the doctrine of the Holy Trinity
and it was made the [rish national badge.
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8. THE WEATHER

Greal Britain is situated on islands. 1t is washed by seas from all
sides. That’s why the climate and the nature of Great Britain is very
specific,

“Other countries have a climate; in England we have weather”,
This statement, often made by Eaglishmen to describe the peculiar
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meteorological conditions of their country, is true, Britain has a variable
climate. The weather changes so frequently that it is difficult to fore-
cast. It is not unusual for people to complain that the weathermen were
wrong.

Jo no other country than England one can expericnce four seasons
in the course of a single day! Day may break as a spring morning; an
bour or later black clouds may appear from nowhere and the rain may
be pouring down. In the afiernoon conditions may become reaily wintry
with the temperature down by about eight degrecs or more centi grade.
And then in the late afternoon the sky will clear, the sun will begin to
shine and for an hour or two before darkness falls, it will be summer.
Mark Twain said about America: “If you don’t like the weather in New
England, just waita few minutes”, but it is more likely to have been said
about England. And of course, the variety of the weather is a constant
topic of conversation. Even the most taciturn of Englishmen is always
prepared to discuss the weather. George Mikes, a Hungarian writer,
humorously remarked about it. “In England if you do not repeat the
phrase “Lovely day, isn’t it?” about two hundred times a day, people
will say you are a bit dull™. But though the English complain about the
weather bitterly they would not, even if they could, exchange it for the
more predictable climalte of other lands,

The common ideas people have about the weather in Britain are: “It
rains all the time, it's very damp”; “There is a terrible fog in London,
just like in Sherlock Holmes;...”, “The sun never shines in July or Au-
gust”,

The popular belief that it raius all the time in Britain is simply not
true. In fact, London gets no more rain in a year than most other Euro-
pean cities. There is certainly steady rainfall throughout the vear, the
months from September to January are the wettest. And thanks to the
rain, the countryside in Britain is famous for its deep green colour. As
for fogs, there are fogs, and sometimes so thick that it is impossible to
see anything within 2 or 3 metres. But since 1950s most British citics
have introduced clean air zone. Factories and houses cannot burn coal
and must use smokeless fuel. The dirt caused by smoke used to cause
terrible fogs, patricularly in London. But such fogs are now a thing of
the past that you can still see in old films.

But fortunately Britain does not experience extreme weather condi-
tions, it is never very cold or very hot. The temperature rarcly rises
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above 32°C (90°F) in summer, or falls below 10°C (14°F) in winter.

Summers are generally cool, but due to global warming they are
starting to be drier and hotter. Newspapers during a hot spell talk of
“heatwaves” and an “Indian summer” (dry hot weather in September
and October). ot weather causcs terrible congestion on the roads as
Britons rush to the coastal resorts.

Winters are generally mild, with the most frequent and prolonged
snowfalls in the Scottish Highlands, where it is possible to go skiing. If
it does snow heavily in other parts of Britain, the country often comes
to a standstill, Trains, buses, and planes are late. And people at once
start complaining about the cold and comparing the weather conditions
with previous winlers.

And one thing should also be mentioned. The uncertainty of weath-
er has had a definite effect about the Englishman’s character; it tends
to make him cautious, for example. The foreigner may laugh when he
sees (he Englishman setting forth on a brilliant sunny morning wearing a
raincoat and carrying an umbrella, but he may regret his laughter later
in the day! And besides, the English weather has also helped to make
the Englishman adaptable. It has been said that one of the reasons why
the English colonized so much of the world was that, whatever the
weather conditions they met abroad, they had already experienced some-
thing like that at home!
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9 . POLITICAL SYSTEM

Cireat Britain is a parliamentary monarchy. Officially the head of the
state 1s the King or queen, The power of the monarch is not absolute but
constitutional. The monarch acts only on the advice of ministers. _

The hereditary principle upon which the monarchy is founded is strictly
observed. The now reigning monarch, Queen Elizabeth I is a descen-
dant of the Saxon king Egbert.

The monarch, be it king or queen, is the head of the executive body,
an integral part of'the legislature, the head of the judicial body, the com-
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mander in-chief of the armed forces of the crown, the head of the
Lstablished Church of England and the head of the British Common-
wealth of Nations.

Power in the United Kingdom is divided among three branches: the
legislative branch, the executive branch and the judicial branch.

Fhe legislative branch is represented by Parliament, which consists
of two chambers, or houses: the Iouse of Lords and the 1Touse. of
Commons.

Parliament in Britain has existed since 1265. Having been organized
inthe reign of King Edward 1, it is the oldest parliament in the world.

Parliament’s main function is to make laws. _ '

The executive branch is headed by the Prime Minister, who is ap-
pointed by the king (quecn). According to tradition, the Prime Minister
is the leader of the party that has won the elections and has the majority
in the House of Comnions. The Prime Minister appeints the ministers
and forms the Cabinet, _

The main function of the executive branch of the government is to
administer the laws (10 sce to it that the laws are carried out, actuatly to
ruic the country),

The judicial branch interprets the laws. :

The highest judicial branch is the Supreme Court of J udicature, which
consists of two divisions: The High Court of Justice and the Court of
Appeal. It is often said that English law is superior to the law of most
other countries. Indeed, the English judicial systcm contains many rules
which protect the individual against arbitrary action by the police and
the government.
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10. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

“England is the mother of Parliament,” John Bright.

Great Britain is a monarchy but the powers of the Queen are limited
by the Parliament, which consists of two Chambers, the Housc of Lords
and the House of Commons. The membership and duties of these cham-
bers have evolved slowly over centuries: the House of Lords {or Upper
House), whosc members sit there by hereditary right or conferred priv-
ilege (there is an increasing number of life peers, whose titles cease
when they die), and the House of Commons, where the elected Mem-
bers of Parliament sit. The Upper House is'larger in membership -
more than eight hundred pecrs have the right to attend the stitings. ‘The
legislation is chiefly initiated in the Ilouse of Commons and presented
to the Lords for approval. This is, however, a little more than a formal-
ity, for the powers of the ITouse of Lords are strictly limited. The Queen
cnters the Palace of Westiminster only on the day of the State Opening
of Parliament, at the beginning of a session. Crowned and wearing
many of the finest Crown Jewels, she makes her speech from the Throne
in the House of Lords.

The Parliamentary session begins in November and, with reces-
sions at holiday periods (Christmas, Baster and in summer), lasts for
about one hundred and sixty days. Before every sitting of the House of
Commons, the speaker wearing wig and gown walks in procession to
the Chamber from his residence within the Royal Palace, The sittings
beginat 2.30 p. m. from Monday to Thursday and at 11 a. m. on Friday.
There is no set finishing time for sittings and if there is an urgent matter
to discuss the sittings may go on until late at night, or indeed, ail through
the night. All the time Parliament is iv session, 2 [tag flies at the top of
the Big Ben tower and when the House is still sitting alter dark, a light
burns over the clock face of Big Ben. -

Betore the Throne in the House of Lords and dividing the benches,
is the Woolsack upon which the Lord Chancellor presides over the Locds.
By tradition thc Woolsack is stuffed with wool from England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Treland and from Commonwealth countries. The
Peers” benches, covered in red leather, are arranged in five rows on
cither side of the House. Members of the Government and their sup-
porters are to the right of the Throne, those of the Opposition are to the
left. The galleries are reserved for diplomats and distinguished strang-
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ers or guests and reporters. 'The benches in the House of Comymons are
covered in green lcather and the floor is covered by a green carpet
bearing on cither side a red stripe, over which no member may cross
when addressing the House.

The party which obtains the majority of seats in the House is called
the Government and the others the Opposition. The two leading parties
i Great Britain are the Labour Party and the Conservative Party.

The 1Touscs of Parliament arc among the most admired buildings in
iurope. They are also called the Wesiminster Palace. These buildings
are in Gothic style. They werce builtin 1840 on the site of the old palace
which was destroyed by tire in 1834.
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11, THE ORIGIN OF PARLIAMENT

The coming of feudalism may be dated in England from the Norman
Conquest of 1066. Since then there was a body called the ‘Great Coun-
cil” or “magnum consilium” which was composed entirely of the great
[eudataries, lay and ecclestiastical who hold fand and right over land by
the direct grant of the King. This was a body which equally claimed and
sought to exercise a right of counsel and consent. But it was only the
land and the great landed proprictors that it represented and its natural
tendency was a tendency to defend the claims and privileges of owners
of land. lts limitations were the source and cause of the next advance —
the crucial and (inal advance — in the history of the growth of an English
Parliament.

During the thirtecnth century, and in the first half of the fourteenth,
the feudal Great Council was gradually changed into the Houses of
Parliament. The Great Council became one of the Houses - the House
which is henceforth called the ‘House of Lords’, the other House was
the House which is hencéforth known to history as the ‘House of Com-
mons’. It was, in the main, the action of the King - he was responsible
for this great change. He wanted to escape from the sole and undivided
presence of a single body of feudal magnates and he called into alliance
the people: he summoned to a new House of Commons representatives
elected by the people — two representatives from each of the counties
or shires of which there were nearly 40, and two representatives from
cach of the towns or boroughs, of which there were nearly 100. (The
whole House of Commons was thus, by the fourteenth century a body
of nearly 300 members).

The Parhiament which was thus gradually created in the thirteenth
century and the {irst half of the fourteenth century has had a continuous
life ever since, there have indeed been one or two slight intermissions
of the regular mceting of Parliameat in England. The longest was the
eleven years’ intermission between 1629 and 1640; but that ended in a
civil war between King and Parliament and its eventual result was the
establishment of Parfiament not only as a regular and indispensabie part
of the system of government, but also as the major and sovereign part.
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12. PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Every citrizen over 18 has the right to vote in free clections to the
House of Commons, although voting is not compulsory. Elections take

place by secret ballot. Britain is divided into 651 constituencies each of

which is represented by one MP (Member of Parliament), The aver-
age nuimber of voters in a constituency is between 55, 000 and 70. 000.
Any Btritish citizen, with few exceptions, can stand for election to
the Commons if aged 21 or over.
Elections to the Commons have to be held at least once every five
years. If'a Commons number resigns or dies during the life of a Parlja-
~ment, aby-clection is held.

Candidates are normaily chosen by the Jocal constituency organiza- -

tons of the inain political parties. A short list is usually drawn up by the
local party commiitee and, although arrangements vary between the
parties, ordinary party members have a say in which candidate is cho-
sen to tight the election,

Local campaign intensifies in the three-to-four week period before
polling day and rival party supporters canvass voters for support by
door to door visits. Public mectings give voters the chance to find out
more about the candidates and the different party policies. Leafleting in
market squares and shopping centres by candidates and their support-
ers keeps focal issues alive.

On poliing day party workers try to increase the party vote by call-
ing on supporters and reminding them of the importance of the election.

{he amount of money that a candidate can spend on an election is
limited by law. This is intended to prevent corruption and to deny wealthy
candidaies or partics an unfair advantage over there. :

The candidare obtaining the largest number of votes in a constituen-
¢y is elecled as an MP, Candidates’ election addresses to electors are
posted free of charge.
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13. FORMING A GOVERNMENT. THE CABINET

The party which wins the most seats in the General Election forms
the government in Britain. The leader of the winning party becomes
Prime Minister. As leaders of their political partics and leaders of the
country, Prime Ministers are powoer{ul because they have the majority
support in Parliament and they can choose their own ministers and gov-
ernment. ‘The PM chooses a committee of ministers called the Cabinet.
This is made up of a selection of senior MPs from the House of Com-
mons and some menbers of the Tlouse of Lords.Each member of the
Cabinet is a minister responsible for a government departments, for
example, the Secretary of State for Education and Science is responsi-
bie for all the schools, universities and teachers in Britain. The Cabinet
of ministers runs the country, The Cabinet mects at the Prime Minis-
ter’s house - 10 Downing Street. The cabinet works as a {eam and all
ministers must accept the decisions of the ‘group’. The team of minis-
ters must always agree in public because they are collectively respon-
sible for the decisions they make. If a minister cannot agree with all the
others, he usually resigns from the Cabinet. Cabinet meetings are held
In private and the details must remain secret for at least 30 years. Mar-
garet Thatcher tried to change this style of the Cabinet and was forced
to resign when the other ministers could not agree with her. Cabinet
ministers cannot, however, do as they plcase! They are responsible to
Parliament and must answer questions from backbenchers from the
tHouse of Commons. Even the Prime Minister must answer questions
every Tuesday and Thursday in the Commons - this is called Prime
Minister’s Question Time. Everyone wants to know what has been
decided behind the closed doors of the Cabinet Room.
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14. POLITICAL PARTIES

Political parties tirst cmerged in Britaio at the end of the 1 7th centu-
ry. The Conservative and Liberal Parties are the oldest and untl the
end of the 19th century they were the only parties elected to the H ouse
of Commtons, The main British political groupings are the C-f:}n sefvatwe
and Labour Parties and the Party of Liberal Democrats. The (,DHSEI_‘-
vative Party is the present ruling party, the Labour Party — th.c'oppom-
tion to the Conservative —and the party of Liberal Democrats is called
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“conservatively oriented”, The Social Democratic Party was formed in
1981 and made an alliance with the 1iberal Party in 1988.

The Conservative Party is often called the Tory Party. The Tory
Party is that of big business, industry, commerce and fandowners. Most
of the money nceded to run the party comes from large firms and com-
panies. The party represents those who believe in private enterprise as
opposed to stale-owned undertakings. The word “tory” means an Irish
highwayman and was applied to the conservatives by their opponenis
but later they adopted the name to describe themselves,

The Conservative Party and the Liberal Party are more than three
hundred years old. The Tories called the Liberals “Whigs”. A “whig”
wis a Scottish preacher who could go on for 4 or 5 hours af a time
preaching moralising sermons. In the middle of the 19* century the
Liberal Party represented the trading and manufacturing classes. Its
slogan at that time was “Civil and Religious Liberty”, William Glad-
stone (1809-1898), the outstanding Liberal Staiesman in the reign of
Victoria, headed the first administration (1868-1874) and for long peri-
ods the liberals had a Parliamentary majority.

The Labour Party, tormed in 1900, was the one which diew away
working people’s support. It was founded by the Trade Unions. When
the Labour Government was first elected in 1945 it showed a consider-
able change in policy from the Torics. '

There are also some other parties: the Scottish National and Welsh
Natinalist Parties, the Communist Party of Britain, formed in 1988 and
the Communist Party of Great Britain, formed in 1920,

Because of the electoral method in use, only toe major parties obtain
seats in the House of Commons. People belonging to smaller political
partics join one of the larget parties and work from within to make their
nfluence felt. The exception to this are members of the Scottish Na-
tional and Welish Nationalist Parties who, because their votes are con-
centrated in specific geographicat areas, can manage to win seals al-
though their total support is relatively small.
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15. THE CONSTITUTION

Practically speaking, there is no written constitution in Great Britain.
The term “English Constitution” means the leading principles, conven-
tions, and laws, many of which have been existing for centuries, though
they have undergone modifications and extensions in agreement with
the advance of civilization. These principles are expressed in such doc-
uments of major importance as “Magna Carta”, 2 famous document in
LEnglish history agreed upon in 1215 by King John and the barons, which
set certain limits on royal power and which was later regarded as a law
stating basic ¢ivil rights; Habeas Corpus Act, u law passed in 1679,
which guarantees to a person arrested the right to appear in court of
Justice so that the jury should decide whether he is guilty or not guilty;
“The Bill of Rights”, an act of parhiament passed in 1689, which con-
firmed certain righs of the people; the laws deciding the succession of
the royal family, and a nurnber of constitutional acts, separate laws and
agreements.
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16. RIGIITS

Allresidents, regardless of income, have the rightto the full range of
medical services provided by the National Health Service (NIIS). The
NHS is financed mainly out of general taxation. Some forms of treat-
ment, such as hospital care, are provided free; others are charged for.
People are free to choose their family doctor, dentist, optician or phar-
macist, who have contracts with the NHS, About 5 per cent of the
population choose to join health insurance schemes which provide for
private health care in return for annual subscriptions.

All children between the ages of 4 or 5 and 16 have the right to free
full time education from public funds. Parents of about 7 per cent of
pupils choose to send their children to private fee-paying schools,
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' I'reedom of speech and publication are an essential part of the Brit-
ish democratic process, as are the rights of people 10 meet frecly in
public and take part in peaceful processions.
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17. THE ROYALFAMILY

Al present the British royal family is headed by Queen Elizabeth 1T,
Her surname is Windsor. The House of Windsor is royal dynasty of (he
United Kingdom which succeeded the House of [lanover on the death
of its [ast representative, Quecn Victoria, in 1901. From that year till
I917 it was known under the name Saxe-Coburg-Gotha which was the
dynastic name of Prince Albert, Victoria’s German-born husband. Dur
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ing the anti-German atmosphere of World War 1, George V declared
that all descendants of Queen Victoria in Britain would adopt the Sur-
name of Windsor. The dynasty has included Edward VII (reigned 1901-
10), George V (1910-36), Edward VIII (1936), George VI (1936-52)
and the recent queen Elizabeth II, who was crowned in 1953,

When the Queen was born on April 21, 1926, her grandfather, King
George V was on 1lie throne and her uncle was his heir. The death of her
grandfather and the abdication of her uncle brought her father to the
throne as King George V1.

As a child she studied constitutional history and law as well as art
and music. She also Icarned to ride and acquired her enthusiasm for
horses. As she grew older she began to take part in public life, making
her first broadcast at the age of 14.

The young princess married Philip, Duke of Edinburgh in 1947. She
came to the throne after her father’s death in 1952 and was crowned in
Westminster Abbey in June 1953.

Among Queen Elizabeth’s many duties are the regular visits to for-

eign countrics and especiatly those of the Commaonwealth, whose inter-
ests and welfare are very important to her. She also started the tradition
of *walkabout’, an informal feature of an otherwise formal royal visit
when she walks among the public crowds and stops to talk to some
people. The annual Christmas broadeast made by the Queen on radio
and television has become a traditional and popular feature of the sea-
SO1. .
The Queen’s husband, Duke of Edinburgh, was born in 1926 and
served in the Royal Navy. He takes a great deal of interest in industry,
in tire achievements of young people {he founded Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme in 1956) and in saving wild animals from extinction.

The Queen’s heir is Charles, Prince of Wales (Title first granted to
Prince Edward in 1301. Since that time it has been normally conferred
on the monarch’s eldest son). Prince Charles was invested as the 21st
Prince of Wales at Caernarvon Castle in 1969.

He was born in 1948, married Lady Diana Spenser and has two
children, Prince William and Prince Harry, The Prince of Wales is well-
known as a keen promoter of British interests. His wife Diana, Prin-
cess of Wales (often called by mass media Princess Di) won the affec-
tion of many people by her kindness, modesty and beauty. Unfortunate-
ly, she died in a car accident in August 1997.
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The Queen’s other children are Princess Anne (born in 1950), Prince
Andrew (born in 1960) and Prince Edward (born in 1964),

The Queen is widely known for her interest in horses and horse-
racing. She is now president of the Save the Children Fund, Chancellor
of the University of London and carries out many public engagements,

The Queen Mother, the widow of the late King George VI, cele-
brated her one hundred birthday in 2000 and died in 2002. The Queen’s

only sister, Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon, is well-known
lor her charity work.
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18. THE DEVELOPMENT OF TIIE BRITISH
MONARCHY

The British Monarchy is older than the British Parliament, which
goes back 700 years to the thiricenth century; it is older than English
law courts, which go back 800 years to the twelfth century; it is older
than the oldest Universities - Oxford and Cambridge. The remarkable
illustration of this long continuity is that Queen Elizabeth 11 can trace
her descent straight back to King Egbert in the vear 829.

The continuity of the monarchy gives abilities to British political forms
and social structure; it helps to prevent revolutionary dreams and sen-
sational changes. But it is not a merely conservative institution. It does
not prevent change. On the contrary, it has helped and fostered change;
and it has changed itself in the process. This is the cause of its long
survival. The British Monarchy has survived because if has changed,
and because 1t has moved with the movement of time.

The office of Prime Minister was created in 1783. And that meant
that the monarch henceforth ccased to take decisions, in any limits or
under any conditions. He confined himself to taking the advice of his
Prime Mimster. But the King remained. And remained in a position not
only of dignity but also of authority.

Of course, the monarch suffers when he becomes the formal repre-
sentative of the state and ceases to be a living only and acting person;
he only signs everything in obedience to advice and does not have the
power of decision. But actually he not only receives and follows the
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advice of his ministers, he may also offer them advice and suggesticns
in the strength of his long tenure and accumulated experience.

But even if the King were merely a symbel, he would still be of a
high and valuable function. Though nowadays people have become too
uttlitarian, we forget that seutiment matters as well as utility. British
monarchy, itself stable, and get changing has helped the whole country
to combine stability with change by adapting her existing institutions
harmoniovsly to the changing requircments of life.
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19. NATIONAL EMBLEMS

The United Kingdom (abbreviated from “the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland”) is the political name of the country which
consists of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (sometimes
known as Ulster), :

Greal Britain is the name of the island which is made up of England,
Scotland, Wales, whereas the British Isles is the geographical name of
all the istands off the north west coast of the European continent,

In everyday speech “Britain” is used to mean the United Kingdom.

The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made
up of three crosses. The upright red cross on a white background is the
cross of the St George, the patron saint of England. The white diagonal
cross on a blue background is the cross of St. Andrew, the patron saint
of Scotland. The red diagonal cross on a white background is the cross
of St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

The Union Flag was first introduced in 1606 after the union of En-
gland and Scotland under one monarch. The cross of St Patrick was
added in 1801 when Irefand was included in the United Kingdom,

The Welsh flag, called the Welsh Dragon, represents a red dragon
on a white and green background. '

St. George’s Duay falls on 23 April and js regarded as England’s
national day. On this day some patriot Englishmen wear a rose pinned
to their jackets. A red rose is the national emblem of England from the
time of the Wars of the Roses (15th cenfury).

St. Andrew’s Day (the 30th of November) is regarded as Scotland’s
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national day. On this day some Scotsmen wear a thistle in their button-
hole. As a national emblem of Scotland, thistle apparantly was first
used in the 15th century as a symbo! of defence. The Order of the
Thistle is one of the highest orders of knighthood. It was founded in
1687, and is mainly given to Scottish noblemen (limited to 16 in num-
ber).

St. Patrick’s Day (the 17th of March) is considered as a national
day in Northern [reland and an official bank holiday there. The National
emblem of Ircland is shamrock. According to legend, it was the plant
chosen by St Patrick to illustrate the Christian doctrine of the Trinity to
the Irish.

St. David’s Day (the Ist of March) is the church festival of St Dav-
id, a 61h-century monk and bishop, the patron saint of Wales. The day is
regarded as the National holiday of Wales, a[fhough it is not an official
bank holiday. _

On this day, however, many Welshmen wear either a yellow daffodil
or a leek pinned to their jackets, as both plants are traditionally regarded
as national emblems of Wales. :

In the Royal Army three lions symbolize England, a lion rampant —
Scotland, and a harp - Treland. The whole is encircled and is supported
by a lion and unicorn. The lion has been used as a symbol of national
strength and of the British monarchy for many centuries. The unicon,
amythical animal that looks like a horse with a long straight horn, has
appeared on the Scottish and British royal coats of arms for many cen-
turies, and is a symbol of purity.

The national anthem of the United Kingdom is *“God Save the Queen.”
Ithas been in use since about the middle of the 18th century. It’s origin
is controversial, it has been attributed (o various COMpIOSErs.
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20, RELIGION

Church of England (Anglican Church) originated during the Roman
occupation in the 2nd century. The Celtic Christian church fused later
with the missionary church of St Augustine who founded the See of
Canterbury in 597. At the Relormation the supremacy of the pope was
repudiated and the English sovereign (Henry VIIT) replaced him, as-
suming the right to appoint archbishops and bishops, In England, the
Church is organized into 2 evclesiastical provinces, headed by the arch-
bishops, Canterbury and York, divided respectively into 29 and 14 bish-
opricks (dioceses),

The people of Great Britain are overwhelmingly Protestant. A few
of the oldest and noblest families are Catholic. Altogether only three of
the istands fifty-nine millions of inhabitants are Catholic. At present the
Protestant population of England is evenly divided between those who
are adhercents of the Church of England and those who are attached to
the Free Churches (the “Nonconformists’ who are generally Method-
ists, Baplists, Congregationalists or Presbyterians}. In Scotland the mass
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of the people belong to the Presbyterian Church of Scotland and in
Wales most of Lhe people belong to Nonconformist denominations.

Because it is an established Church, the Church of England isto a
certain extent involved in-politics. Hs head is the K ing (Queen) of En-
gland and representatives of the Church sit in the House of Lords and
help to make the law of the land. It is the Anglican clergy who perform
the ceremony of crowning the King and who open Parliament with
prayer. The ereed of the Church of England is established by the parlia-
mentary statue and may be changed only by parfiamentary action.

More important than its present state, however, is the historical in-
fluence of the opposition between the Church of England and Noncon-
formity. o the Church of England authority traditionall ¥ has come from
above and it is natural for those accustomed to authority in the church
to support it in the state.’

The English Nonconformists, in contrast, have tended to be critical
of state authority ever since their persecution in the seventeenth centu-
1y. The Congregationalists (who still call themselves ‘Independents’)
and Baptists practised a peculiarly loose and individualistic form of church
organization Authority rested in the congregation not in a clerical hier-

archy and members werc free at any time to withdraw and form a new-

church.
Today 1t is noteworthy that all of the British church co-operate in
programmes of social betterment.
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21. LANGUAGE VARIATION

English is the main [anguage spoken in Briatin, although with many
regional variations in terms of accent and phrascology. It is also onc of
the most widely used in the world; recent estimates suggest that over
400 mitlion people speak it as their first language, with a similar number
speaking it as a second language. Modern English derives primarily
trom one of the dialects of Anglo-Saxon, but has been very greatly
influenced by other languages over time.

About 13 per cent of the population of Wales speak the Welsh lan-
guage, which is of the Celtic origiu. They are concentrated in the rural
north and west, where Welsh remains the first language of most of the
population. Both the government and voluntary groups have taken steps
to revive the use of Welsh for official purposes and in broadcasting. In
the context of dealing with public authorities and the administration of
justice in Wales, Welsh and English are treated on an equal basis.

Gaelic, also a language of Celtic origin is still spoken by some 70.000
people In Scotland; the greatest concentration of Gaelic speakers is in
the island of the Hebrides. People in the central lowlands of Scotland
have for centuries spoken Scottish, a dialect derived from the Worthum-
berian branch of old English. This has its own recognised literary tradi-
tion and has seen a revival in poetry in the 20th century. Many words
and phrases {rom the Scots tongue are retained in the everyday English
which is spoken throughout Scotland.

Many other languages are spoken by the ethnic minority communi-
ties living in Britain.
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22, THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

English belongs to the Indo-European family of languages. Pnglish

is hundreds of years old. However, the English we speak today is not -

the same as the English of long ago. The language has changed and
developed over the years.

Around 500 BC, people called Celts moved to Britain. They came
from ceniral and western Europe. Their language, Celtic, became the
language of Britain.

In 43 AD Romans arrived in Britain. They spoke a different lan-
guage, Latin. However, Latin did not affect Celtic much. Only a few
Latin words entered the Celtic language; some examples are: candle,
inaster, port.
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The Romans left Britain in the 400s. Soon after Britain was invaded
by three Germanic tribes called the Angles, the Saxons, and the Jucs,
Because they came from different places, they all spoke different ver-
sions of the same language. A fter they arrived in Britain, they started to
speak the same language, Old English, which replaced Celtic. Old En-
glish lasted past the year 1000, _

In 1066, French people called Normans conquered England and since
then everything to do with government and the law, the army and edu-
cation was in Frepch. By 1400 thousands of French words had entered
the English language, e. g. colour, dinner, government. The new lan-
guage, called Middle English, lasted from about 1100 to 1500

Around 1500 English vowel sounds began to change. But word spell-
ings, however, stopped changing. With the invention of the printing press,
around 1450 people started to use standard spellings for words, The
language spoken after 1500 became known as Modern English. More
exactly what we call “Modern Eaglish” comes from the period immedi-
ately following the publication of the Bible and Shakespeare’s death.
Generally 1640 jy considered to be the beginning of modern English an
the language has changed remarkably little ever since, '

Modern English is the English we use today. The language contin-
ues to grow and 1o incorporate new words constantly. '
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23.THE ORIGIN OF THE BRITISH

People in the four lands of Britain derive ﬁ'orln the following ;f}u:lcs:
tral sources, notably:the prehistoric cultures which produced su}t; 1 up.
pressive monuments as the stone circles of Avebury and Storg: eng,ej,
the ancient Celtic peoples who inhabited western and central hl{r.opf:.,ﬁ

the Romans who occupied Britain for over 300 years from the inva

sionin AD 43;
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the Angles, Saxons and Jutes — Germanic peoples who began raid-
ing and settling in Britain from the third century;

Scots from Ireland who began to settle in what became known as
Scotfand in the sixth century {merging with the indigenous Picts to form
one kigdom under Kenneth Muculpin in the ninth centery);

the Vikings from Scandinavia, who pitlaged and scttled areas of Britain
and Ireland from the end of the eighth century and the Normans from
France, who invaded England in 1066.

The last thousand years have witnessed the assimilation of all these
strands --and many new ones besides, following on from global explo-
ration, the expansion of trade and international rivalry, and the growth
of the Empire,

At the same time political, social, economic and religious trends,
pressures and crisis have all evolved to create the beliefs and lifestyle
that are prevalent among the people today.
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24. THE ANCIENT POPULATION

Britain has not always been an island. It became one only after the
end of the last Ice Age. The temperature rose and the ice cap melted
flooding the lower lying land that is now under the North Sea and the
English Channel.

Around 10.000 BC as the Tee Age drew 1o a close, Britain was
peopled by small groups of hunters and fishers. They followed herds of
decr which provided them with food and clothing. By about 5.000 BC
Britain had finally become an island and had also become heavily tor-
ested. For the hunter culture it was a disaster as the cold-loving deer
and other animals on which they lived largely died out.

In the course of time different groups of people kept arrtving in
Britain, bringing their customs and skills. Like other primitive pcople in
other parts of the world they lived in caves and hunted animals for food.
Gradually they learned to grow corn and breed domestic animals. They
made primitive tools and weapons of stone. Later they learned to smelt
metal and make mctal tools and weapons. Archaeologists find their
tools and weapons as well as remains of primitive houses.

Thesc people were refigious though Tittle is known about their reli-
gion. Some temples which they built still stand in many parts of England
and Scotland. They are just circles of great stones standing vertically.
These “henges” as they are called, were centres of religious, political
and economic power. The most spectacular, both then and NOW, Was
Stonehenge, which was built in separate stages over a period of morc

67




than a thousand years. The precise purposes of Stonehenge remain a

mystery, but during the second phase of building after about 2.400 BC,
huge bivestones were brought to the site from South Wales. The move-
ment of these bluestones was an extremely important event the story of
which passed from generation to generation. Three thousand years lat-
er it was recorded in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s “History of Britain™,
written in 1136,

Stonehenge was almost certainty a sort of capital to which the chiefs
of other groups came from all over Britain. Certainly, constructions like

Stonehenges were built in many parts of Britain, as far as the Orkney -

Istands, north of Scotland and as far south as Cornwall. In Ireland the
centres of prehistoric civilization grew around the River Boyne and at
Tara in Ulster. '
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25. WHO WERE THE BRITONS?
The Revolt of Queer Boadicea

Around 700 BC new people appeared in Britain. Many of them
were tall, and had fair or red hair and blue eyes. These were the Celts,
who probably came from central Europe or further east, from southern
Rusgsia and had moved slowly westwards in earlier centuries. Qur knowl-
edge ol the Celts is slight. The Celts were organized into different tribes
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and tribal chiefs were chosen from each family or tribe. They were
technically advanced. They knew how to work with iron and could
make better weapons than the people who used bronze. They began to
contro alf the fowland areas of Britain and were Joined by new arrivals
from the European maintand. '

The Celtic tribes were ruled over by a warrior class of which the
priests, or Druids, secm to have been particularly important members.
These Druids could not read or write but they memorized ail the relj gious
teachings, the tribal laws, history, medicine and other knowled ge neces-
sary in Celtic society, Little is known of this kind of worship except that at
times it included human sacrifice. They had no temples but they met in
sacred groves of trees on certain hills or by rivers. _

T'he Romans called these people Britains and the island - Britannia.
Inthe course of centuries the Britons partly kilfed the native population
and partly inixed witl it

The Britens were skiliful workers. They made things out of iron,
bronze, tin, ¢lay and wood and decorated them with beautifully drawn
lines and patterns. They made money out of gold and silver. They be-
gan to make roads, along which they traveiled about the country, buying
and seiling things.

There were some good and rather big houses in Britain with many
rooms and corridors. The richer Britons lived in these big houses and
were “very careful about cleanliness and neatness”.

The Britons often fought among themsclves. The remains of forts
built by Britons can be seen in different parts of the country.

The Celts are important in British history because they are the an-
cestors of many of the people in Highland Scotland, Wales, freland and
Cornwall today. {he [beriah people of Wales and Cornwall took on the
aew Celtic culture. Celtic Janguages which have been continuously used
in sowe areas since that times, are still spoken.The British today arc
ofien described as Anglo-Saxon, bt some seientists think it would be
veiter to call them Anglo-Cel.

During the Celtic period women may have had more independence
than they had again for hundreds of years. When the Romans invaded
Britatn two of the largest tribes were ruled by wonien who fought from
their chariots. One of these two was the tribe of the Teeni who lived in
what is now Norfolk, In those days this part of England was covered with
swamps, and the Roman soldiers had never completely conquered it.
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Less than twenty ycars after the Roman invasion, the men of the
Iceni tribe revolted headed by their warlike Queen Boadicea.

The Roman army was far away fighting in North Wales, when Boa-
dicea with 10.000 fighting men destroyed first the Roman town of Co-
hchester, and then the towns of London and St Albens. These towns
wcre all turned to the ground, and all the people were cruelly killed.

At that time the Roman Governor of Britain was a famous soldier
named Suetonius. When the news of the revolt of the Iceni reached
him, he was in the middle of 4 campaign against the men of Wales, In
spite of this he marched across England to attack Boadicea and the
fceni as soon as possible.

He had about 10.000 trained Roman soldiers with him “Boadicea
had ten times the number”, but Suetonius had no doubt that the training
and discipline of the Roman army would bring the Romans the victory.

Suetonius placed his men on the slope of a hill protected by woods
ou both sides. The British thought that the Romans were trapped and
they crowded in the woods 1o attack them. At the right moment wh cn
Boadicea’s men were so crowded together that they could not use their
arms, the Romans attacked, and Queen Boadicea’s arimy was com-
pletely beaten.
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26. THE ANGLO-SAXONS

Towards the end of the 4™ century when the Romans had to leave
Britain in order to defend their own country the Britons were left to
themselves but they had very little pcace. Very soon sea-robbers came
sailing in ships from the continent. These invaders were Germanic tribes
called Angles, Saxons and Jutes. At first they only raided Britain, but
after 430 AD they began to settle. They were warlike, fearless and

73



Hiiterate people and the Britons could never drive them away. The Brit-
ons fought bravely against the enemies but the enemies were stronger.
They took houses, fields and cattle from the Britons and at last they
were Torced 10 retreat to the west of Britain, which the Saxons called
“Wales” meaning “the land of the foreigners™.

For a long time the tribes of Angles, Saxons and Jutes fought with
one another for supreme power. The Angles got most of the land and
became the strongest tribe. As time went on the two peoples - the
Angles and the Saxons grew into one and were called Anglo-Saxons.
They called their speech English and their country England - that is
“the Land of the Angles”. The Anglo-Saxons formed seven kingdoms —
Kenl, Esscx, Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia, Sussex and Northumbria;
tihistory they are commonly called the Heptarchy, hepla meaning sev-
en. These kingdoms were at war with one another. The stronger kings
took the land [rom (he smaller kingdoms. By the middle of the 7 cen-
tury the three largest kingdoms, those of Northumbria, Mercia and Wes-
sex, were the most powerlul,

The Anglo-Saxons were tall, strong men with blue eyes and long
blonde hair. They were dressed in tunics and cloaks which they fas-
tened with a brooch above the right shoulder. On their feet they wore
rough leather shoes. The women wore fong dresses with wide sleeves.
Their heads were covered with a hood. -

The Anglo-Saxons lived in smalif villages. Round each village there
was a ditch and an earthen wall with a wooden fence on top. The
earthen wall and the fence scrved to defend the village against robbers
and wild beasts,

fo thetr villages they bred cows, sheep and pigs. They ploughed the
fields und grew wheat, rye or oats for bread and barley for beer.

The Anglo-Saxons created institutions which made the English state
strong for the next 500 years. One of these institutions was the King’s
Councti called the Witan. The Witan was a formal body issuing laws
and charters. [t was not at ali democratic and the king could decide to
ignore the Witan’s advice but he knew that it might be dangerous to do
s0. For the Witan’s authority was based on its right to choose kings, and
to agree the use of the king’s law without its support the king’s own
authorily was in danger,

By the time the Anglo-Saxons conquered Britain, they had alrcady had
letters of their own called “ runes” which they carved on stone and wood.
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Butihey had no written language yet, and the stories and poems they made
up had to be memorized and handed to children and grandchildren and
subsequently reached the times when certain people who had Jearned to
write, called “scribes,” decided to put them down. These poems were
brought to Britain by the Anglo-Saxons. One very beautiful poem called
“Beowulf” has reached our days. This period may be called the “dawn’” of
English literature. The manuscript of “Beowulf” compiled by an unknown
scribe in the 10th century is kept in British Museun, in London,
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27. THE ROMAN RULE

The name “Britain” comes from the word “Pretani”, the Greco-
Roman word for the inhabitants of Britain. The Romans mispronounced
the word and called the island “Britannia”.

In the year 55 BC the great Roman general Julius Caesar sajled to
Britain with about 12000 soldiers in eighty ships. The Britons, armed
with spears and swords, were ready to fight them. The Roman soldicrs
wo the battle but did not stay long and scon departed. Tt was not antil
almost a century later in 43 AD that a Roman army actually occupied
Britain,

For the next three hundred and twenty-five years Britain remained
a Roman province, governed by Roman Governors and protected by
the Roman legions. Durin g this time there were long periods of peace,
and Britain became a civilized country of towns and villages and good
roads. Strangely enough London was not the chief town in early Ro-
man times. The capital city, from which the Romans governed the is-
land, was Colchester.

Many of the towns the Romans built werc large. The names of
modern towns ending in — chester or — caster, like Dorchester or Lan-
caster, come from the Latin word “castra” meaning a camp-or a forti-
fied place.

Each large town had a theatre, open to the sky. with some seats in 2
great semi-circle. Many towns had amphitheatres like the Coliscum in
Rome, but smaller. Here the soldiers did military exercises and played
all sorts of games.

There were shops in all Roman-British towns. They were usually
located on two sides of the main square. The shops were of all kinds:
butcher’s, baker’s and greengrocer’s; there were shoemaker’s and lock-
sinith’s, carpenter’s and jewelfer’s shops.

The social centre of every town was the great building of the baths.
This building wsually occupied one side of the main square and con-
raned in addition to the hot and coldbaths, the law courts, the municipal
offices, the school building aud the gymnasium.

The Romans brought the skills of reading and writing to Britain.
Though the Celtic peasantry remained illiterate and only Celtic-speak-
ing, a number of town dwellers spoke Latin and Greek with ease, and
the rich landowners in the country almost certainly used Latin. But
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Latin completely disappeared both in its spoken and written forms when
the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain in the fifth century AD, Britain was
probably more literate under the Romans than it was to be again until
the fifteenth century.

Roman control of Britain came to an end as the cmpire began to
collapse. Towards the end of the fourth century Europe was invaded by
barbaric tribes. The Romans had to lcave Britain because they were
needed to defend their own country.
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28. WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR

William the Conqueor was the son of the Duke of Normandy. His
father, the Duke Robert the Normandy was a cousin of King Edward
ithe Confessor of England. Edward was more interested in the Church
than in kingship. Church building had been going on for over a century
and he encouraged it. By the time Edward died there was a church in
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almost every village. Edward started anew church at Westminster, just
outside the City of London. In fact, Westminster Abbey was a Norman
not a Saxon building because Edward had spent almost all his life in
Normandy, and his mother was a daughter of the duke of Normandy.
The Normans were people from the north. They were children and
grandchildren of Vikings who had captured and settled in northern France,
French became their language and Christianity their religion but they
were still known for their fighting skills,

When William was 24 years old he came to England to visit his
refative —the King. King Edward the Confessor tiked his young neph-
cw and promised him the Crown.

At the same time was in England a young Saxon named Harold, the
son of the Earl of Wessex. Most Saxon nobles did not want a French
King and after Edward the Confessor’s death they proclaimed Harold
King of England.

William gathered a great army and sailed across the English Chan-
tiel on hundreds of ships.Tarold’s army met hir on the English coast.
‘There was a great batile at Hastings on October 14, 1066. Harold’s
soldicrs fought bravely, but William’s soldiers were better armed, better
organized and mounted on horses. Harold was killed in the battle and
with the death of their leader the English understood that the battle was
lost. :

William marched his army to London which quickly gave in, The
Saxon bishops and nobles met him there. T hey knew that they could not
stop him and asked him to be the King of England,

S0 a Norman duke became King of Eingland and owing to his mili-
tary operation he received the nickname the Conqueror. He was crowned
in Westminster Abbey ou Christmas Day, 1066. A new period began in
the history of England.

William ordered to build a stony tower on the Jeft bank of the Thames.
This tower stiil stands. Tt is called the White Tower because it is built of
white stone. Later other buildings were added and the whole place was
surrounded by a stone wall to form a stron g fortress which we know
now as the Tower of London.

Willram the Conqueror organized his Englishkingdom according to
the feudal system which had already developed in Europe. The central
idea of feudal society was that all land was owned by the king but it
was held by others, called vassals, in return for services and goods. The
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nobles also had to give him the part of the produce of the land. The
nobles kept serfs to work on his land. These serfs were not free to
teave the estate and were often liltle better than slaves. William the _
Conqueror took lands from Saxon barons and gave them to his‘Norman
barons who became new masters of the land. William and his bar(n.as
did not know the Anglo-Saxon language and did not want to lcarn it.
And for a very long time two languages were spoken in the country,
Norman-French was the official language of the court, law and govern-
ment administration. Common Saxon people spoke Anglo-Saxon.

William sent groups of men all over the country to make lists of all
the population together with the information of how much Izm.q every
family had, how much cattle and other property they had on their land.
All this information was put into a book which was called the Domes-
day Book. By means of the DomesdayBook, William's government kniz\\*
exactly where everyone lived and how much property the_y owned. For
the Nirst time in the history of England it was made possible to collect
the right taxes for the king,.

William the Congueror died in 1087,
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29. THE INVASIONS OF BRITISH
Forming the Nation

Several waves of Celtic invaders came to the British Isles from
continental Europe during the first mitlennium BC, During the next 1000
years there were many invasions. The Romans came from [taly in AD
43 and by 80 the Romans reached the Scottish Lowlands. For nearly
400 years Britain was a Roman province, Its free inhabitants reccived
Roman ¢itizenship in 212 and Christianity was introduced into the nrov-
ince from Ireland in the 4" century.

Many Roman remains can be seen in Britain today. One of them is
Hadrian’s Wali. The Emperor Hadrian came to Britain in 122 and in the
words of his biographer, “was the first to build a wall, 80 miles long, to
separatc the Romans from the barbarians™. Construction work contin-
ued through most of Hadrian’s reign.




‘The Romans abandoned Britain in the beginning of the 5™ century.

The new invaders were the Angles, Saxons and Jutes. Over a period of

two centuries they crossed from northern Germany, Denmark and the
Netherfands and established theirkingdoms. The Angles gave the country
the name England (Anglo-land).

The Vikings began to raid Fogland in the 4% century. They kept
coming from Denmark and Norway. Some of them settied in the north
and established a kingdom making the town of York their capital,

Some Vikings occupied the province of Normandy in France. They
adapted the French language and culture and became known as Nor-
mans. Their leader William, the Duke of Normandy, claimed the En-
ghishcrowir. In 1066 (the date in history which cvery British schoolchild
knows) William crossed the Channel with his troops and defeated the
English at the Battle of Hastings. He was crowned as Willian: T of
England (William the Conqueror). Witliam’s crossing was the last suc-
cesstul invasion in British history.

Al these invasions drove the Celts into Wales and Scotland, and of
course they also remained in Ireland. The present-day English are the
descendants of all the invadcrs, tlthough they are more Anglo-Saxon
than anything clse. These various origins explain many of the differenc-
cs which exist between Lngland, Wales, Scotland and Ireland ~ differ-
ences in education, refigion, the legal systems and in language.
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30. PASTEVENTS

Roman Rule

Roman rule was very influencial in Britain’s evolution, not least in
the founding of towns and cities especially, any of which are familiar to
the people today, For example, London and Lincoln largely preserve
their Roman names - Londinium and Lindum Colonia respectively —
while othiers, such as Chester, (Gloucester and Colehester, betray their
origins by the “-chester” or “-cester” ending. This name, derived from
Latin castra, was given to the Roman sites by the Anglo-Saxons.

Spread of Christianity
Christianity - which had been introduced to Britain under the Ro-
mans - was reintroduced to Pagan England in the sixth and seventh
cetituries when the Catholic Church sent St. Augustine to preach and
establish bishoprics in 597. Since that time Christianity has remained
the predominant faith among people in Britain.

Reign of Alfred the Great :

From the filth century opwards a number of smal! kingdoms emerged
i1 England. These gradually evolved into fewer, larger grouping - partic-
ularly, Northumbria in the north, Mercia in the midiands and Wessex in
the south. Buring the ninth century Vikings from Scandinavia overran all
these kingdems except Wessex, where Allred the Great, who reigned
from 871 1o 899, success{ully resisted the invaders, In the tenth cenlury
the Wessex dynasty came 1o rule the whole of England. The present
Royat Family is partly descended Trom the royal line of Wessex.

Norman Conquest of Eugland
The last successful foreign invasion of England took place in 1066
whien William of Normandy (William the Conqueror) defeated the En-
glish at the Battle o Hastings. The Norman conquest fed 10 closer links
with the mainland of Burope. Norman and others from France came to
settle, and French became the language of the nobility and the law
courts for the next three conturies.

Magna Carla and the Beginnings of Parliament
[n 1215 King John signed Magna Carta (Great Charter) in the {ace
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of demands by barons. [t secured feudal rights and established areas
over which the King had no jurisdiction, and has been interpreted through-
out English history as guaranteeing certain politica! and civil libertics.

The rest of the 13th century saw the development of Parfiament as
a gathering of feudal barons and representatives of countries and towrs
summoned by the King. By the end of the century, it had adopted its
basic make-up of Lords and Commons and it had established the right
to approve taxation. It also soon acquired the right to approve new
laws.

Hundred Years’ War

The term applied to the almost incessant military actions between
England and France, lasting from 1337 to 1453. It began with the claim
ot Henry 11l to the French crown. At first the English were victorious
at the Baitles of Crecy (1346) and Poitiers (1356). After 1369 the
French prevailed and when Edward 1l died in 1377 only Calais,
Bordeaux and Bayonue were in English hands. Henry V renewed the
struggle invading France in 1425 and defeating the French atAgimcourt.
The French heroine Joan of Arc raiscd the siege of Orleans in 1429
and the French continued their successful counter-offensive until 1453
when Calais remained the only English possession in France.

The Wars of the Roses

Civil Wars fought in 1455-1485 between the rival houses of
York and Lancaster, for the possession of the English throne. The
Lancastrians used the red rose as their badge and the Yorkists’ emblem
was the white rose. The strife began in the rej gn of Henry VI of the
House of Lancaster and the first battle was fought at St. Albans in
1455. The Yorkist claimant acceded (o the throne in 14 61 as Edward
IV securing his positon by crusting the Lancastrians at Towton, A
terporary Lancastrian restoration took place for a fow months in 1470-
{471, The Yorkist rule ended in 1485 with the death of Richard 111 at
the Battie of Bosworth. The new king, Henry V1I, the Lancastrian,
married the Princess Elizabeth of Yotk, thus uniting the two Houses.

The English Reformation
Between 1534 and 1540 King Henry VI of the Tador dynasty
broke with the Papacy in Rome, heralding the English Reformation and

87




the establishment of the Church of England. Despite the suppression of
the monastertes, the Church remained largely unaffected until the reign
ot his son Edward VI (1547-53), when Protestantism became the ofTi-
cial religion of England. '

Popular hostility to the Papacy remained widespread for centuries,

Union of England and Wales
The subjugation of Wales by the English had been completed in the
late 13th century by Edward I, who gave his infant son, later Ldward 1,
the title of Prince of Wales - still carried today by the monarch’s eldest
son. Between 1536 and 1542 Acts of Union integrated Lngland and
Wales admimistratively and legally and gave Wales representation in
Pariiament.

Civil War and the Execution of Charles
Hostility between Parliament and the Crown led to the outbreak of
civil war in 1642 The eventual victory of the Parliamentary army herald-
ed the execution of Charles T in 1649, the temporary abolition of the
monarchy-{unttl 1660) and the rule of Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector.

The Glorious Revolution and Bill of Rights

ln 16335 James H, a Roman Catholic, became King. However, as he
lost popularity for his autocratic rule and pro-Catholic policies, his prot-
estant Dutch son-in-law William of Orange was invited by leading po!-
ticians to intervene. The result was the bloodless or “Glorious revoty-
tion™ in which James found himse!f practically without support and was
overthrown. The crown was offered jointly to William and his wife
Mary. The foltowing year the Bill of Rights was passed, establishing the
political supremacy ot Parliament.

Union of England and Scotland

Seotland remained  separate kingdom throughout the Middle Ages,
often at war with England. Realising the benefits of closer political and
economic union, Iingland and Scotland agreed in 1707 on a single Par-
liament for Great Britain. Scotland retained its own system of law and
church settlement. The Union became strained in the Tirst half of the
F8th century, when two Jacobite uprisings attempted to restore the
Catholic Stuart dynasty to the throne.
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The British Empire

In the 19 th century Britain was engaged in many “colonial
wars” the purpose of which was to establish its influence in different
parts of the world and to ensure the safety of its trade routes. In 1840-
1342 and in 1856-1860 it waged two so-cafled Opium Wars against
China, and in the end China had to give away some of its territories,

Then Brilain waged wars in Afghanistan (1839-1842), in Sindh
- a part of modern Pakistan (1843) and in India (1843-1816 and 1848-
1849). '

Britain’s first colonies in Africa were on the west coast. Then
it took over the Cape of Good I1ope at the southern point, because it
nceded a port there on its sea route to India.

In 1882 Britain invaded Egypt “to protect international shipping”,
as it was officially stated. In fact, Britain protected its own traveliing
interests, its route to hndia through the newly dug Suez Canal.

Britain had one more reason for creating colonics. From the
1830s the population of Britain was rapidly growing and soon the small
territory of British Isles would not hold-all the population. Encouraged
by the government, lots of pcople moved to Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.

_ The Growth of the Empirc

The 17th and 18th conturies saw considerable overseas expansion
by Britain. The foundation of the colonics in North America was [ol-
lowed by other major acquisitions, in competition with the French and
other European powers. Despite the North American coloaies winning
the War of [ndependence between 1775 and 1783, Britain continucd to
extend its rule through the [9th century over a large part of the World -
a process from which the modern Cormmonwealth eventually emerged,

The Industrial Revaolution

The Industrial Revolution, which was a key development in shaping
the face of modern Britain, took place between about 1760 and i 830.
Britain was the first country in the world to industrialise, pioneering
many technologics and large-scale prodaction processes. [n pursuit of
work in the new mills and factories. people concentrated in the industii-
al centres which developed in particular areas of the country. The citics
which rose to prominence as manufacturing and commercial centres.

©



such us Birmingham, Manchester and Sheffield, remain among the prin-
cipal centres of population today,

Transport was revolutionised in this period with the construction of a
wide network of canals in the late 18th century, many of which are still
in usc foday. These were followed in the early 19th century by the
advent of the raifways, the world’s first passenger railway opening be-
tween Stockton and Darlington in 18285,

Altheugh slums developed in many of the emerging imdustrial towns,
some of the more philantropic mill and factory owners sought to pro-
vide better facilities for their employees. One of these modern sett]e-
ments for industrial workers was Saltaire near Bradford, built by Titas
Salt w the late [9th century. As well as the mill and workers’ houses,
Salt also built churches and schools.

‘The Reform Acts

Today people in Britain take for granted the right to vote in national
and local elections. However, at one time the voie was confined to a
very narrow group of men.The widening of the franclise started with
the Reform Aciz of 1832 and 1867, continued in 1884, 1918 and 1928,
and was completed in 1969 when the mininum voling age was reduced
1o I8. The Ballot Act of 1872 gave voters the means 1o keep their vote
seeret - an arrangement that has stood the test of time so well that even
the official specifications for the design of the ballot box is virtpally
identical to that ofthe 19th century.

Partition of Ireland

The formal connection between Great Britain and Ireland dates from
the Norman invasion of irelahd in the 12th century. In the late 1350s and
carly 1660s tinglish and Scotlish Protestants migrated to the northern
province of Ulster, their religion setting them apart from the other, indige-
nous Roman Catholic inhabitants of Ireland. In 1801 Irefand was unified
with Great Britain, but Irish Nationalists continued to campaipr in the
$9th and garly 20th conturics for some measure of independence. At the
same time, the Protestant Unionist majority in the North resisted any
moves towards trish home rule. In 1921 the Anglo-Trish Treaty estab-
lished the Irish I'ree State as a self-governing dominion, but Northern
Ireland exercised its right to out and remain part of the United Kingdom.

Between 1922 and 1972 Northern Ireland was governed by a Par-

G

Hament responsible for a range of local affairs but, following the up-
surge in intercommunal violence in the late 1960s and carly 1970s, it
has been ruled dircetly by Westminster since 1972. Successive British
Government have tried to find the basis for returning greater power to
Northern Ireland’s locally elected representatives, but agreement has
proved elusive.

In December 1993 the British and Irish Governments made a decla-
ration stating that any settlement would be based on the principles of
democracy and consent, and could only be reached by agreement be-
tween partics with a commitment to exclusively peaceful methods.

The End of Empire

Atthe death of Quecn Victoria in 1901 the British Empire had ex-
panded to almost one-fifih of the world land mass and one-quarter of
the world population. However, from that time it decentralised. Scif-
governing dominions, such as Canada and Australia, were described in
1926 as autenomous members of the “British Coramionwealth of Na-
tions”. Most other colonies, beginning with India and Pakistan, were
granted independence by Britain after 1945, and most of them joined
the Commonwealth.

Immigration from former territories in the Caribbean and the South-
Asian sub-continent was substantial in the 1950s and 1960s, forming
the basis of the Ethnic minority population in Britain today.
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3L WHY THE IRISH EMIGRATED TO AMERICA

One of the greatest Irish tragedies was the great famine of 1848
when one and a half miltion people died from hunger. The potato harvest
had failed again and there was nothing to eat, not even bread. The En-
glish, who were fed up with [rish insults, hatred and rebellion, refused to
help again. One million people died of starvation and disease. The only
way (o excape was to find a ship for America. But not everyone could
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find 12 dollars for a dirty bed and even dirtier water on the boats that
went from Ireland to New York or to Boston or to Quebcec. And et
three-quarters of a million emigrated to America. One strange fact about
Irish emigration to America is that these Irish farm workers mostly set-
tled in towns. After all, in the United States there were thousands of
kilometres of undeveloped prairies. And the [rish could have as much of
that as they wanted for almost nothing. Instcad they chose to stay togeth-
er in over-crowded slums in the towns of the American East Coast. There
were several reasons for this. The only farming the poorer Irishmen un-
derstood was how to grow potatoes. They knew little about corn growing
and nothing about cattle ranching. So they saw no life for themselves in
the wide empty prairies. The wanted the comfort of Irish neighbours like
themselves, and this they could only find in towns. So In many cities like
New York and Boston large Trish ghettoes developed. Between the years
1848 and 1898 over 3 million emigrants left Ireland for America.

The Irish who went to the United States did not forget their old
country and did not forgive Britain. By the end of the 19th century
many lrish Americans got rich and powerful and were able to support
the Irish freedom movement. Today they still have an irfluence on Brit-
ish policy m Ireland.
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32. FIRST ENGLISH PRINTING PRESS
REBIRTH OF ENGLISH LITERATURE

_ The Middle Ages ended with a major technical development — Wil-
ham Caxton’s first English Printing press, set up im 1476, Caxton had
learnt the skill of printing in Germany. At first he printed popular books,
such as Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales™ and Malary’s “Morte d’Arthur”.

Geoffrey Chaucer (1344-1400) was a famous English writer. His
work “The Canterbury Tales™ written at the end of the fourteenth cen-
tury hielped in the rebirth of English literature. As it is known after the
Norman Conquest English continued to be spoken by ordinary people
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but was no lenger written. By the end of the fourteonth century, how-
ever, English again becanie a written language, because it was being
used instead of French by the ruling, literary class, But it was already
“Middle English”, the language of the [ourteenth and fifthcenth centy-
ries and was very different from Anglo-Saxon. This was partly be-
cause it wasn’t used for hundred years, and partly because it had bot-
rowed so much from Norman French.

“The Canterbury Tales” describe a group of pilgrims travelling from
London to the tomb of Thomas Becket at Canterbury. (Thomas Becket
was English religious leader, archbishop of Canterbury). Duri ng the jour-
ney each character tells a story. The stories themsclves arc not Chau-
cer’s own. He used old storics, but rewrote them in an mteresting and
amazing way. [is own understanding of human nature while describing
his characters remain astonishingly fresh even after six hundred years,

Another book first printed together with “Canterbury Tales” was
Malory’s “Morte d’ Arthur”. This prose work described the adventures
of the legendary King Arthur, including Arthur’s last battle, his death
and the death of other knights of the Round Table. In the Arthurian
legends, king Arthur had a round table made so that all of his knights,
when scated at it, could not claim precedence over the others. Legend
has it that the table was made by the enchanter Merlin for Pendragen,
King Arthur’s father. It came into the possession of King Leodegran
who gave it to Arthur when Arthur married his daughter Guinevere,
One seat, called the Siege Perious, remained vacant for a long time as

it waited for the coming of a pure knight who could achieve the quest of
the Holy Grail.

Caxton’s printing press was as important for his age as radio, televi-
sion and the technological revolution are for our own, Books became
cheaper and “morc plentiful”, as the quicker printing process replaced
slow and expensive copywriting by hand. Printing began to standardise
spelling and grammar, though this process was a Jong one, Caxton’s
press printed books for the newly educated people of the fifteenth cen-
tury and encouraged literacy.
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33. THE BRITISH MELTING POT

None of the constituent peoples of the British Isles is by standards:

of modern ethnology, racially ‘pure’. Ethnologists and archaelogists
believe, that there were several waves of invasion in very early times,
even before the famous ‘Celts’ arrived, and that the Celts themselves
werc probably not a single race. They are in general agrecment that the
four hundred-year Roman rule in England and Wales at the beginning
of the Christian era meant no considerable additions from the Mediter-
rancan race of men to that of the island, and that afier the invasion of
the Anglo-Saxons.

In the fifth and sixth centuries of the Christian era, the Celts were
not wiped out as were the Red Indians in EasternNorth America, but
survived as a menial class, and eventually mixed with their conquercrs.
In Wales, in the Highlands, and in Ireland the Celtic people survived
almost intact,

The Norman conquest of the eleventh century brought a relatively
small amount of new aftack to the mixture, but it made a great chan gein
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the ruling classes, and it profoundly altered English political and cultural
institutions, connecting them very closely with those of France, Indeed
for the next four centuries England and France were in SOME senses one
country, and their ruling classes, in particular, mingled frecly,

The Norman was the last great conguest of England, but several
small, though fmportant additions to the previous human mixture was
made in the following centuries, notably of Flemish weavers in the Mid-
dle Ages and of French Huguenots in early modern times. Moderm En-
gland was, especially in the nincteenth century, a heaven for political
refugees from the continent, and there has always been a slight influx
of foreigners brought by economic motives. But these have been mere
trickles. The British melting pot (the term means that there were many
immigrants in Great Britain who worked together while containing their
ethnic identities) --and (or centuries it was a real melting pot —had long
ago done its work.
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34. THE BRITISH

The British Isles are separated from the mainland of Europe by the
English Channel. From the cliffs near Dover, on a fine day, one can sce
the coast of France across the narrow stretch of water which has played
such an important part in the history of the islands. I'or nearly a thou-
sand years, since the Normans conquered the country in 1066, the Chan-
nel has often saved the country from invasion. .

The British are istanders. They speak of their country as “our island
home”, and no place in Great Britain is more than 80-100 miles from
the coast . The sea is ncver far from Englishmen’s thoughts. It has
always been a favourite subject of their poets and musicians, and many
of the most famous people’in British history, men like Drake, Captain
Cook and Nelson, were seamen. [1 was sea-power that enabled Britain
to found a huge empire overseas, and it was sea-power that held the
Empire together and kept its trade routes open, For 500 years the Brit-
ish have been a seafaring nation, and this has had a deep influence on
their history and their way of life.

A nation of town-dwellers. The UK is one of the world's smaller
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countries (it is twice smaller than France or Spain}, with an area of
some 244,100 square kilomelres. Among the countries of the world it is
seventry-fitth in size, but the population of the United Kingdom is near-
Iy 39 million people. There are seventecn other countries in the world
with more population. 80% of these live in towns and most of the re-
maining 20%, wheo live in the country, work in towns. Only 4% of the
whole population work on fand. .

During the 19th century the industrialization of Britain drew more
and more people from the country into the growing factory towns and
today 40% of the whole population live in cight industrial centres, The
largest of these is Greater London with a population of 12 mitlion. The
other seven centres are Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle-
on-Tyne, Glasgow, Belfast and Cardiff.

ftthough in Wales and Scotland there are large arcas with almost
no inhabitants, the density of Britain’s population is one of the highest in
the wortd - 587 per square mile.

An industrial nation. Britain is first and foremost an indugtrial coun-
try and her chief industrial areas are mainly centred on her rich iron and
coal-ficlds. The great factories produce everything froin needle to lo-
comotives, Manchester and l.eeds are the centres of the cotton and
wool indusiries, and in the T.ondon area there are many fuctories which
produce articies of every Kind, large and small,

Shipbuilding is stili a very imporiant British industry, and Glasgow,
New Castle and Belfast arc its main contres.

Thie quick growth of industry during the 19th century meant that
agriculture was neglected for many years. Before World War U Britain
produced only a third of the food she needed. During the war great
efforts were inade to make the country more self-supporting, and to-
day, more than 70% of the land is farmed. In spite of this, however,
Dritain can still produce enough food for half the population. The rest
must be imported.
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35. THE ENGLISH

Sinee 1066 the blood of many other races has been added to the
original English mixture. Not only have Welsh, Scots and Irishmen made
their homes in England, but also Jews, Russians, Germans — people
from alinost every country in Europe - as well as many West Indians,
Indians and others from the Commonwealth.

As the English are such a mixed people local customs and accents
n England vary a great deal and local pride is still strong in sonie parts
of the country. Both Leonard Townsend and Herbert Perkins always
think of themselves as northerners, although they have moved to the
south, l.eonard is as proud of being a Yorkshireman as Jan Macdonald
is of being a Scot.

In England, alone of English-speaking countrics, accent betrays class.
- There arc not only dialects for every section of England, but for each
class. The terms: “lady” and “gentleman” still have meaning. The En-
ghish have earlier achicved a greater degree of economic democracy
than their American cousins, but the average Englishman still tends to
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stay in his class and in his father’s class in matters of work ar trade or
profession.

The closer one gets to )ondon the less one netices such differences
for Londen is a melting-pot. People from all over Britain and from all
over the world pour into the giant city. London tends to “melt down”
and smooth out strong accents and provincial customs. Every year the
influence of London spreads further and further into the country, north,
south, east and west, but particularly into the south and southeast.
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36. ENGLISH CHARACTER

National character is everywhere wonderfully tenacious but nowhere
it 1s “more tenacious than with the English. And this is the first and most
obvious of English character. ‘Come hell or high water, the Englishman
remains imperturbably English’ He is, it would seem, less affected by the
currents and cross-currents of history than people of any nation; he is
fess affected, too, by passing fashions whether of Jiterature or of dress or
of food. Nothing wilt make him false to his word or discourteous to his
guest; nothing will keep him from his tea or change his cocking,

The Englishman does not Jike any boasting or showing off in manpers,
dress or specch. Sometimes he conceals his knowledge: a linguist, for
example, may not mention his understanding of a foreigner’s language.

One of the charactersitic features of English life is courtesy of peo-
ple of all classes. Englishmen are never tired of saying “Thank you”,
“I"m sorry”, “Beg your pardon”. Many foreigners have commented on
a remarkable politeness ot the English people.

The Englistiman prefers his own house to an apartment in a block of
Mats, because hie doesn’t wish his doing to be overiooked by his neigh-
hours, “An Englishman’s house is his castle”,

The English are a law-abiding people. Probably no other people con-
fess the same profound respect for the faw, no other contorm so -
stinclively to the rules and regulations of government or of any organi-
zation that has authority. They do not smoke where smoking is forbid-
den, or walk on grass in defiance of signs, nor do they dabble in the

hlack market or try to evade payment of their income tax. The English
have a higly developed sense of justice and of right. They want to know
whese thev stand and what they usually do. They believe in fair play, on
tlic playing Tields and in the law courts and in business.

The characteristic feature that has affected British education, may
be called the national respect for character. Which matters most, brain

10

or character? That has always been one of the fundamental problens
of education. Some countries have always valued brain above charac-
ter. The Englishman tends rather to say of the leaders he trusts. ‘He’s a
sound man’. He wants intelligence in his rulers, but he profounHIy NS~
trusis intelligence unless it is rooted in character. This mistrust of mere
cleverness-brilliant intelligence that may be not only useless but cven
dangerous, is found reflected in English schools.
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37. SOME ENGLISH TRAITS

I Seif-control. The Englishman has been trained not to show his feel-
ings. This is called self-control. This is what English boys and girls are
taught at school, this is what many of them will try to practise in later life.

The true story of how two British explorers met in Africa nearly a
hundred years ago is still told today as a typical example of Enghish sclf-
control. The explorer David Livingstone had disappeared in the interior
of Africa, and everybody believed that he was dead. Another explorer,
L. M. Stanley, went 1o Africa to find him. Afler months of great hard-
ships he at last stood face to face with Livin gstone, _

Did the two men fall on each other’s neck when they met? Nothing
of the kind. ‘Dr, Livingstone, | presume?” said Stanley as il addressing
him at a party. ) _

2. A nation of sport fans. Self-control also plays an important part in
sport. To win or to lose is considered less important than ‘playing the
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game’, that is playing fair, and it is praised when someone is spoken of
‘a good loser’.

Sport ts the Englishman’s hobby and fiis passion. A famous scientist
or artist can never become as popular as professional footballers, jock-
¢ys, or cricketers. Two famous sportsmen, Sir Gordon Richards, the
jockey, and Sir Stanley Matthews, the footballer, have been knighted by
the Queen.

Sport is one of the contributions that England has made (o the other
countries of the world.

3. Love of Animals. There is scarccly a home in England without at
least one kind of animal, dogs and cats being the most popular. They are
members of the family. There’s a dog’s cemetery in Kensington Gar-
dens, and the London Zoo's special darlings are'given names which are
familiarto everyone.

Although the English like to hide theirfeelings, they often show greal
aftection for animals,

The English people are famous for their sense of humour. As George
Mikes wrote about them: “...they take everything with an exquisite sense
of humour - they are only offended if you telf them they have no sense
of humour”,
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38. CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

Britaii is full of customs and traditions, Most of them are very old.
Some traditions are so old that they look rather strange Eo modern peo-
»le. But the British do not want to part with them, Ihfsy‘.m“c rather
:’:k)llfw't:i'\-".‘ili\"(’., But their old customs and traditions 1'1'1a.lxc Br.ltam a very
attractive country for other nattons who have lost 1’:1'1-:’:11' hCI’IlEigL:.'

The British like order in everything and queveng is one of their _():us—
toms. There are no disorderly crowds even at English bus-stops. Peo-
ple stand in-a line waiting for the bus and when a new person comes he
stands at the end of the queue. ‘ .

; “:If;ﬁ[iing hands 1s an o?d English custom. It began i the Middle Ages
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when knights took off their steel gloves to show that they are not going to
fight and took each other’s hands as a sign of friendly intentions. This
habit is spread today all over the world. Mecting a person for the first
time, you shake his hand. You say, “How do you do?” This is not a ques-
tion, it is a polite address. He also says, “How do you do?” If the person
is of your age you can just say, “Hello”.

It is the custom to have a party to celebrate a person’s birthday.
Most British people have a housewarming party when they move to a
new flat or a house. They have parties at home and in offices. They
have them at Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

One of English traditions is clubs — A club is an association of people
who like to meet together to relax and discuss things. These people are
usually upper-class men or men connected with the government or other
powerful organizations which control public life and support the established
order of society. However, there are clubs of people not connected with the
ruling circles, for example, cultural clubs, whose members are actors, paint-
ers, writers and eritics and their friends. In a ward, clubs are organizations
which join people of the same interests. A club owns a building where
members can eat, drink and sometimes sleep,

Some customs deal with holidays. For example, on Saturday morn-
ing in April in a little English town the market place is full of noise. You
can hear the sound of music and if you come closer, you will sce an
interesting sight. Some men dressed in white clothes and decorated
strangely with bright ribbons, flowers and small bells dance leaping into
the air stamping their feet and perform the most complicated pattern of
movements. They perform a “morris” dance (fotk dance performed
during Spring Holiday, especially on May Ist, men in medieval costumes
dance and wave white handkerchiefs to drive away the evil spirits) and
what they are doing is anything up to eight hundred years old.

New Year’s Eve is a more important festival in Scotland than it is in
England, and it even has a special name - Hogmanay. It was believed
that the first person to visit one’s house on New Year’s Day could bring
good or bad luck. Therefore, people tried to orran ge for the person of
their own choice to be standing outside their houses ready to be let in
the mement midnight had come. Usually a dark complexioned man was
chosen, and never a woman, for she would bring bad luck. The first
footer was required to carry three articles: a piece of coal to wish warmth,
a piece of bread to wish food, and a silver coin to wish wealth. In parts
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of northern England this pleasing custom is still observed,

Atthe seaside you can see a strange little red and white striped tent and
sitting in front of it on the sand a crowd of littfe children laughing and shout-
ing. They are watching a traditional strect puppet theatre, Punch and Judy
~Mr. Punch in his bright red clothes is, as usual, hitting his wife Judy over
the head with a white stick, while Toby, the dog, is patiently watching.

There are also many more customs, which are alive in England.
Some of them are very local and are known only in the villages where
they take place.
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39. ENGLISH MEALS

The tinglish usually have 4 meals a day: breakfast, lunch, fea (5
v'clock)and dinner, Breakfast can be a tull “English breakfast” of corn-
flakes with milk and sugar, or bacon and eggs, toast and marmalade, tea
ar coffee, Some people, however, have just a cup of tea or collee with
atoast or something similar. This is usually called a “continental break-
fast.” Generally lately the Finglish breakfast is not as big as it used to.

At midday everything is stopped for lunch. Most offices and smal}
shops are closed for an hour and the city pavements are full of people
on their way (o cafes, coffee bars, restraunts. Factory workers usually
cat m their caniecns,

The children get a hot dinner at school; and then come home for tea.
Fhe English and Tea are inseperable. 8 out of 10 people in Britain drink
tea every day and Britain imports about 20% of all the world’s tea.

Tea was introduced to Britain in 1657 by Catherine Braganza, King
Charles II's wile. But by the 1800s, the exotic drink became so popular
thal special ships (“clippers”) were designed 10 bring it quickly form
China. Aflernoon tea is taken at about five o”clock, but it can hardly be
valled a meal. 1 is a cup of tea and cake or biscuits. At the weekends
afternoon tea is a special occasion. Friends and visitors are often invit-
od o have a chat over a cup of tea, But some people do not call it “tea”
out “evening meal.” They cat it between five and seven o’clock. it
usuatly consists of hot snack Jike fried cgg on toast or a salad, and
afterwards sandwiches, cakes and biscuits and, of course, tea. The
English are the world’s biggest tea-drinkers and usually have “a nice
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cup of tea” 6 or 8 times a day, sometimes even more.

Dinner is the most substantial meal of the day. It is usually eaten at
7 0’clock. The first course may be soup (though the English don’t like it
very much). The main course will often be fish or meat, perhaps the
traditional roastbeef of England and a lot of vegetables. The next course

will be something sweet (the English are also the world's biggest swect-

eaters), and last of all there may be cheese, often with biscuits.

The English like what they call “good plain food.” They must be able
to recognize what they are eating. They eat white bread, u lot of fish
and chips, sausages, steak, roast beef, cabbage and Yorkshire pudding.

But they don’t only eat “fish and chips®. There are Chinese, Indian
and Pakistan restraunts now in most British towns and cities. Their food
is very different from English food, but the cooking is usually good and it
is cheap. But you do not have to eat curry in an Indian or Pakistan ro-
straunts. You can order instead fried eggs and sausages, o, if you really
want to, fried fish and chips!

The Chinese, Indians and Pakistans have introduced a new and tse-
ful idea. if Mum, or Big Sister, or you are tired, or you don’t like coak-
Ing, you can go to the ncarest Asian restraunt and order a “Take Away”
dinner. The cook puts the hot meal in a box, and you lake it home and
serve it at once.

On Christimas Day a roast turkey is traditionally cooked for dinner.
It is usuaily followed by Christmas pudding. Long before Christmas
housewives begin 1o plan what cake to make for Christmas, usually
they make fantastic Christmas cakes.
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40. THE WAY OF LIFE

In recent years there have been many changes in family fife. A
typical British family used to consist of mother, father and two children.
Since the law made it easier to get a divoree, the number of divorces
has considerably increased: one marriage in every three now ends in
divorce. As a result, there are a lot of one-parent families. Society is
now more tolerant of unmarried couples and single parents.

Members of a family - grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins — keep in
touch, but they see cach other less than before, because people often
move away from their home town 1o work, and so the tamily becomes
scattered. Christmas is the traditional scason for reunions, and relatives
often travel many miles in order to spend their holiday together,

The relations between the members of a family have become more
democratic than they used to be. Many parents treat their children
more as equals, and children have more freedom to make their own
decisions. The father gives more time to bringing up children, often
because the mother goes to work. English wives can have a life of
their own outside the home and English husbands happily lend a hand
with the children,



As forthe older generation, there are about ten-mitlion old-age people
in Britain, of whom about 750 000 cannot live entirely independently.
The govermnent gives them financial help in the form of a pension. Old
people who lrave no families live in Old People’s Home, which may be
state-owned of private.

In Britain people work five days a weck, from Monday to Friday.
Saturday and Sunday are helidays. Leaving work on Iriday, people
usually say to each other: “Have a nice weekend”, and on Monday
morning they ask, “Did you have a nice weekend?”

Saturday morning is a very busy time for shopping as this is the only
day when people who are at work can shop without hurrying. On
Satorday afternoon the most important sporting events of the week
take place: football, rugby (in summer — criket and tennis), horse —
racing car and motor-cvele and other sports. A ot of people go and
walch the sports programmes on TV. In the late afternoon the sports
results are announced on TV.

Saturday gvening is the best time for parties, dances, going to the
cingma or theatre.,

Sunday is a very quiet day in Britain. In Loundon all the shops are
closed and so are most of the theatres and cincmas.

Having gone to bed Jate the night before many people don’t huiry 1
get np on Sunday morning, so they usually have a late breakfast. Some
people like to have breaklast in bed. While having breaklast people
start reading the Sunday papers. In is quite usual for a family to have
Lwo or three Sunday papers, and some familics have more,

Sunday dinner (some people call it Sunday funch), which is at 10"clock
or at 1.30 is waditionally thg most impertant family meal of the weck
Most people have a joint (a picee of meat roasled in the oven) which is
served with roast or boiled potatoes, some other vegelables and gravy.
Then comes the pudding and finally tea or coffee. Alter it they sit
wlking reading newspapers, watching television after tea time. In
summer they sit in the garden, some go out for a walk or to sce [riends.

Tea-timie is 5-5.30. The S o’clock tea 1s another traditional meal,
during which they don’t just drink tea, but also cat sandwiches, sometunes
cold micat and salad, fruit and cream, bread and butter and jam and
cake. :

As to Sunday evening, some people spend it quietly at home, other
20 10 see friends, go to a concert or film, or go out for a drink.
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41. SOME ASPECTS OFENGLISH THOUGHUT
AND CHARACTER

From the dawn of its history Britain has been a country in which
men have preferred to do things for themselves. As far as possible
they wanted their rulers to leave them alone. Within a man ’s own home-
provided, of course, that he observed the law he wis to be left alone to
manage his family life as he pleascd.

And today, although the power of the State has grown so fast and
so far, everyone who knows Britain knows that it is still a network of
voluntary associations, friendly societies, religious and political
organizations, literary, scientific and sports clubs innumecrable, so that
cvery aspect of the national life is enriched and vitalized by the frce,
voluntary enterprise of men and women who arc not told what to do
and how to think by uniformed officials, but of their own good will and
on their own initiative contribute to the national life. And the English
are intensely practical people they judge by results. They distrust all
extremes, and no people are less susceptible to demagogy.

The English arc intensively conservative people. “They hate
innovation”, wrote Emerson, “and their instinct is to search for a
precedent.” When they are forced to make changes, they change the
substance rather than the form, and though English faw is certainly as
mordern as American, the English judge still wears a wig.

Notwithstanding their conservatism the English arc progressive. The
peculiarity ot the English character it to achive revolution through evolution.
Eton, or Oxford and Cambridge are still, to all appearances, aritstocratic
and even feudal institutions, but they select their students on the basis of
talent and produce men fit for the responsibilities of the new day.

This process of evolutionary adjustment can be seen everywhere:
mn the realm of politics, in the church, in education, in the relations of
labour and industry.

Britain has more living symbols of its past than many countries. [t
still has a royal family and a small nobility. Every year historical
ceremonies, such as the State Opening of Parliament, the Lord Mayor’s

Show, etc, are held. These symbols are a true representation of the

past. And all this is the country’s history - history of the whole people
of Britain that has shaped them as a society.
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42. CANTERBURY - THE ENGLISH RELIGIONS
CENTRE

Canterbury is a town in Kent (the south-eastern part of Britain) with
a population of about 120.000. 1t is the religious capial of England be-
cause.its cathedral is the seat of the Archbishop of Canterbury who is
head of the Church of England.

Christianity first penetrated to Britain in the 3rd century by Christian
refugecs from Rome who were fiercely prosceuted for their faith at home,
But when the Roman Emperor Coustantine the Great became a Chris-
tian himself, he stopped the prosccution of the Christians. Christianity
was made the Roman nationa! faith and was brought 1o all dependent
countrics. It became the official retigion in Britain, t00. The new religion
wag called the Catholic Church (“catholic® means universal),

When the Anglo-Saxons, who were pagans, invuded Dritain, most
ofthe British Christians were killed and those who remained alive, {led
to Wales and Ircland. There they built churches and devoted them-
selves to worship. Towards the end of the 6% century Christian monks
began coming from Rome to Britain again, The Head of the Roman
Church at that lime was Pope Gregory. He wanted to spread his indlu-
ence over England by converting the people to Christianity and sent
monks to convert the Anglo-Saxons, The monks landed in Kent and the
first church they built was i the town of Canterbury. And up to this day
Canterbury has remained the English religious centre.




From the 12 to the 15" centuries it was a place of pilgrimage.
Thousands of people came to pray atthe tomb of a former Archbishop
of Canterbury who was murdered in the Cathedral in 1170. His name
was Thomas Becket.

Duting the 12* century King Henry Il decided that the Church had
too much power. In 1162 he made his friend Thomas Bocket Archbish-
op of Canterbury as he thought that he would help him to weaken the
position of the Church, :

But Becket began to defend the position of the Church against the
King. The relations between the Archbishop and the King became very
bad. Becket had to leave England becausc he was afraid that he might
be kifled. He lived in exile for five years untif Henry asked him to come
back, because the Pope had insisted that the King should return the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

When Thormas Becket returned to Canterbury in 1170, the serious

contradictions between him and the King continued. F inally, one day,

four of Henry's knights entered Canterbury Cathedral and murdered
the Archbishop on the steps of the altar.

Three years later in 1173 Becket was made a saint, and his tomb
became the destination of thousands of pilgrims for three centuries.
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43. LONDON

“When a man is tired of London, he’s tired ol hife”, Samuel Johnson.,

London. Britain’s colourful capital, situated on the Thames river, is
the lurgest city in Britain and one of the largest cities inthe world. [tis
tull of things to see and do, with world-famous sights, superb shopping
and a wealth of excellent entertaintment and nightlife.

Traditionally London is divided into several parts: the City, Westiun-
ster, the West End and the East Fnd. They are rather different from
one another.

The heart of London 1s the City, its financial and business centre.
Numerous banks, offices and firms are situated there including Man-
sion Houvse, the Lord Mayor's home, the Bank of England, the Old
Bailey. The eity extends over an area of about one square mile and is
sometimes called “the Square Miie” (2,6 squarc kilomeires). Over a
nilfion people work there but less than 6000 Tive there. The City is
soverned by the Corporation of the City of London, Britain’s oldest
local govermment, which was etablished in 1215, Tt has the status of a
county council with powers that exceed those of the other 32 adininis-
trative districts (boroughs) of Greater London.

Thie Chty’s administridion is headed by the annually elected Lord
Mayor (the lirst mayor of London was elected in 1193). Oace ayear, In
November, the Lord Mayor’s Show takes place. 1t is a colourtul street
parade in which the newly elected Lord Mayor travels along the streets
ofthe City in a golden coach, which is over 200 years old. [n the evening
asplendid meal is served in the Guildhall, to which the Prime Minister
and mcmbers of the government are invited.

There are some famous ancient buildings within the City. Perhaps the
most strikig of them s St Paul’s Cathedral, the greatest of English church-
¢s buill in the 17" century by Sir Christopher Wren. There are many
memorials in the Cathedral including those to heroes such as Wellington
and Nelson. ‘The Tower of London is also situated in the City. It was
founded by Julius Caesar and 1 1066 rebuilt by William the Conqueror. It
was used as a fortress,a royal palace and a prison, The Tower 13 guarded
by the Yeoman Warders popularly known as Beefeaters.

Westminster is the historic centre of government. Westminster Abbey

hasinare historic associations than any other buildings in Britain. Nearty
all English kings and queens have been crowned bere. The Abbey con-
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tains many royal tombs, memorials to eminent men and women. A nuin-
bcr.of outstanding scientists, statcsmen, writers, poets and painters are
buried here: Newton, Darwin, Chaucer, Dickens, Tennyson, Kipling etc
Across the road from Westminster Abbey is Westminster Palace 0;
the Houses of Pariiament, the seat of British Pariiament. The C]c;ck
Tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for jis bi g hour bell, known
as “Big Ben”. )
l_s%uckingham Palace is the Queen’s official London residence. Lon-
don’s most popular spectaclé is Changing of the Guard at Buckinsham
Palace. It takes place in the forecourt and lasts about 30 minu‘le;
Buckinghem Palace stands in St. James Park. St James’s Park is
one of ten so-called royal parks situated in or near London, These parks
officially belong to the Crown, but are opento the public free of charge
Cne thing about London which every visitor from abroad admires js lhe:
largc.::, number of parks which are called the “lungs” of London. Each park
hz?s its own character. Hyde Park was originally a hunting forest and is
still popular with horse-riders. It has a little lake and Speakers’ Corner
where one may get up and say almost anything one pleases. Regent’s
Park, which was also originally a hunting park, is now the home of‘Lon‘;
don Zoo, and an apen-air theatre which stages Shakespeare’s plays.
The West End is the richest and maost beautiful part of London. 1t is
the symbol of wealil and luxury and can be cailed the centre of Lon-
don. Here are the historical palaces, the best hotels, stores, restraunts
clufus and over 40 theatres. Oxford street is an endless sh;)ppino are';
Wth'h attracts visitors from all over the world, The bcst-knOWnbplac::
here is Whitehall with important government of] fices, 10 Downing Street
the _London residence of the Prime Minister and the place where ['hf:
cabinet mects. In the middle of Whitehall is the Cenotaph, a monument
to th'e. fallen in the two world wars of the 20th century. According to
tradition, on Remembrance Day, the Sunday nearest to Novc;hbcrci 1,
the Queen lays a wreath of poppies at the Cenotaph. People of Brita'in,
remernber their dead from the two world wars by wearing a red paper
poppy. There are also other famous streets here, eg. Fleet Street wherce
most newspapers had their offices until 1880s, HarleyStrect where the
highest-paid doctors live, and some others. |
Uuniversity of London is in the West End, in Bloomsbery. There are
also several concert halls, many museums including the British museum
and the best art galleries. :
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Knightsbridge is a part of London where you can find many for-
eign embassies and the department store that is the symbol of expen-
sive and high-class Jiving - Harrods. ' .

People say you can buy anything in Harrods, including wild ani-
mals. Another place of interest is the Albert Hall, a huge concert hall
which gives festivals of popular classical music congerts every sum-
mer.

Visitors with plenty of money to spend are likely to pass most of
their time in the West End. _

Going down Oxford Street you come to Trafalgar Square which is
yet another symbot of London. [t was named in memory of Admiral
Nelson’s victory in the battle of Trafalgar in 1805, The talf Nelson’s
Column stands in the middle of the square. '

On the north side of Trafalgar Square is the National Portrait Gal-

lery. Not far away is the British Museum — the biggest museum in
London. It contains a priceless collection of ancient manuscripts, coins,
sculptures, ete. and is famous for its library, _

Trafalgar Square is the geographical centre of London but many
people would choose Piccadilly Circus as the real centre of Londan,
This is because it is not only centre but the heart of London’s entertaint-
ment world. Within a few hundred yards of it one will find most of
London’s best-known theatres and cinemas, the most famous restraunts
and the most luxurious nightclubs.

The East End was the poorest district of London. Years ago there
were lot of factorics, workshops and docks there, The strects wcere
narrow, the buildings were unimpressive. But it has changed greatly in
recent years. Many industries and (irms have moved away. The docks
were closed and part of the old port in east London has been converted
into a business and residential area called Docklands. Many talt build-
ings have appeared such as Canary Wharf tower, 244 meters, the tall-
est building in Britain. Many offices in it were damaged, though no one
was killed when a bomb exploded there in 1996. The Millenium Dome,
a very large structure with a round roof for éxhibitions has been built to
celebrate the end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21 st
century,

- About 8 million people live in London. Not all of them are London-
crs. Many of them are immigrants from all over the world. Every sev-
enth Londoner was born outside Britain. The immigrants and tourists
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together with all the “real Londoners” give London its special charac-
ler. Well, but what is a real Londoter then? — some people say that the
only real Londoner is a Cockney. But of course, other people who were
born and bred in London are Londoners too.

Londoners are proud of living in the capital where “it all happens™.
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44.THE STORY OF LONDON

London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and
commcreial centre. [ts population is about 8 million and it is an eighth
part of the population of the United Kingdom. It is one of the Jargest
cities in the world and the largest city in Europe. London is ote of te
oldest and most Interesting citics in the world.

Its history goes to the time when the Romans invaded Britain in 43
AD. There were some settlements all along the river ‘Thames before
the Roman conquest. The Romans founded the city and it was called
Londonium. In 61 AD the town was burnt down and when it was rebuilt
by the Romans it was surrounded by a wall. The area within the wall is
now called the City of London. Seon London grew to become the tifth
fargest city in the Roman Empire.

‘The Romans left London in the 5th century and the city was largely
abandoned. By the 8th century London was again a busy trading centre
and was already mentioned in a chronicle as “a market for many na-
tions who come to it by land and sea”. At that time governmeni of the
city was a general meeting of the citizens which met there three times
a year. It was presided over by the Bishop of London.

In the 11th century London became the capital of England. At that
time the city had about 15.000 inhabitants. Gdward the Confessor built
a palace and an abbey at Westminster. The Norman period saw the
construction of the Tower, old St. Paul’s Cathedral and many churches
and monasteries. Medieval London grew in importance as a trading
centre and in 1215 its citizens won the right to elect their own leader, or
Lord Mayor. London began to spread beyond the city walls duri ng the
‘Tudor and Stuart periods.

The first permanent bridge across the Thames was built in the very
beginning of the {3th century. It was called London Bridge and was
quite different from modern bridges which are Just stuctures for cars,
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pedestrians ortrains. The rincteen arches ol the original London Bridge
were of varying breadths and they rested on piers of dilferent sizes,
{he most interesting thing is that it was a residential site. There were
howses and shops along the roadway. Loudon bridge remamed the only
crossing of the Thames until the 1740s, when Westminster Bridge was
built. Nowadays there are more than twenty bridges in London.

London had a population of over 200.000 at the turn of the 17th
century and this figure nearly doubled by its close. But alongside the
wealth, beauty and knowledge went poverty, discase and dirt, Plaguc
struck and the greatest plague hit London in the {ate autwmn of 1664, In
1666 the Great Fire destroyed threc-quarters of the ¢ity. Sir Christo-
pher Wren rebuilt St Paul’s Cathedral and designed 51 churches, The
rebuilding of London followed the medieval street plan, but the old wooden
houses were replaced by buildings of brick to reduce the future fire
risk.

At the beginning of the 191h century London’s population was just
tnder one million. London spread rapidly into the suburbs. As aresult of
it new forms of transport were developed including the underground
railway system. Britain was then at the height of her imperial power
and when Queen Vistoria came to thethrone in 1837 she became Em-
press of the Empire which oceupied a third part of the globe. By 1901
the population of th 2 city was already four and a half million.

By 1914 the British had spread their rule to a fourth of the globe.
London sutlered little matenial damage in the First World War, but large
arcas of London were destroyed by bombs during World War T,

Postwar reconstruction and new development restored much of
London’s magnificence. It was decided by Lhe government that the
capital had grown 100 big, s6 manufacturing, shipbuilding and wholcsale
trade were moved to other places outside inner London.

Today in its {ull extlent Greater London covers 625 square kilome-
tres and consists of 33 separate boroughs.
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45. THE TOWER OF LONDON

The Tower is 2 London landmark and it is one of the most famous
fortresses in the world, Tt spans over 900 years of British history.

The Tower was begua in about 1078 by William the Conqueror and
it was built on the site of British and Roman fortifications on the north
bank of the River Thames. In those days it looked very different. For
example, its outer walls were made of woaod. Only the central part,
known as the White Tower, dates from the original building, It is 900
feet high and its walls are 15 feet thick

The Tower was enlarged and improved throughout the centuries. A
palace was built next to the White Tower in the reign of Henry IIT and
from his time until the 17 century the Tower was a royal residence.

The main entrance was nicknamed Traitor’s Gate because numer-
cus prisoners were brought through it to the Tower, which was used as
a state prison. Most of them were accused of treason and were called
traitors. They were brought to the Tower by barge and ascended the
steps (Traitor’s Gate has steps leading down to the River Thames). For
many it was their last moment of freedom before their death. But Eliz-
abeth was released from the Tower and became Queen. The King’s
second wife, Anne Boleyn, was brought to trial thete in 1536 and was
beheaded. Six years later her cousin Catherine, Henry VII11’s fifth wife,
suffered the same fate. Sir Thomas More (1478-1535), writer and states-
man, author of “Utopia”, Sir Walter Raligh (1552-1618), adventurer
and writer were also executed there. In 1483 King Edward’s two sons
were murdered in the so-called Bloody Tower.

Today the Tower is surrounded by two strong walls. The inner wall
has 13 towers, of which the best known are the Bloody Tower and the
Wakefteld Tower. The outer wall is surrounded by a moat. It was filled
with water in former times, but now it is dry.

Nowadays the Tower is a museum. Its fine armoury ts world fa-
mous. It traces the history of western armour from the medieval times
to the Stuart period. It includes suits of armour worn by British mon-
archs, as well as a fascinating collection of artillery and weapons. The
Tower still guards the Crown Jewels and regalia.

The Tower housed the Royal Mint, the Royal Observatory, the Public
Records and the Royal Menagerie — a collection of animals kept in the
Lion Tower. All of these were moved 10 other places outside London.
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There is a resident governor in the Tower. He lives in the Queen’s
House facing Tower Green. The governor is in charge of the Yeomen
Warders, or Beefeaters as they are popularly called. The Yeomen Ward-
ers are & body of guards formed in 1485. They wear a blue uniform,
tatroduced in 1850. On special occassions they put on their famous
dress uniform of scarlet and gold. The Warders are in charge of the
daily running of the Tower. They take visitors on a free tour of the
Tower. Besides the guiding of visitors the beefeaters have a number of
ceremonial duties including a daily parade and the ritual Ceremony of
the Keys when the Tower is locked for the night at 10 o’clock.

The Ceremony of the Keys is 700 years old. The Tower is owned
by the Queen and its official name is Her Majesty’s Tower of London,

The Ceremony is performed by the Chief Warder and an escort of
toot guards. He locks each gate in turn with an exchange of challenges
and replies with the gatekecpers. Then the Chief Warder and his escort
return to the Bloody Tower where they are stopped by the sentry. Then
comes the following dialogue. ' :

SENTRY. Halt! Who goes therc?

CHIEE WARDER. The Keys.

SENTRY. Whose. Keys? : -

CHIEF WARDER. Queen Elizabcth’s Keys.

SENTRY: Advance, Queen Elizabeth’s Keys; all’s well.

After this the Queen’s keys are deposited for the night. The cere-
mony begins just before ten o’clock at night and lasts for about 20
minutes from start to finish. Visitors can attend it. One should apply for
a pass, in wriling, to the Resident Governor,

The ravens, with their clipped wings are another famous sight, Leg-

end has it that without them the Tower will fali and the kingdom with it.
The ravens are there, So is the kingdom. - ' :
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46. ST.PAUL’S CATHEDRAL

St. Paul’s Cathedral is one of the most famous buildings, in the world
and one of the finest pieces of architecture in Europe.

There was once a Roman temple on the site, dedicated to the zod-
dess Diana. Since then there have been four different Christian bujld-
ngs. The first Christian Church was built by the Saxon King, Ethelbert
of Kent. It was made of wood and was eventually burmnt down. It was
rebuilt in stone but was destroyed in a Viking invasion. There the Sax-
ons built the third church of wood again and again it was destroyed by
fire,

When old St. Paul’s was built in the time of William the Conqueror
stone from Northern I'rance was used and it was much taller and wider
than it is today. During the reign of King Henry VI, there wasn’t
enough money for the cathedral’s upkeep. Parts of it werc destroyed
and a market place was set up inside selling bread, meat, {ish and beer,

Llizabeth I granted money to the cathedral for repairs and an archi-
tect [nigo Jones was appointed. Inigo Jones was the first man to bring
the Italian Renaissance style to Great Britain, He had studied in Italy
for some ycars and in 1615 becatne Surveyor-General of the works.
His style was pure Ttalian with as few modiftcations as possible and his
buildings were very un-English in character. Inigo Jones cleared out the
shops and market place was ready for repairs. But it fell in to decay
again when soldiers used it as barracks during the Civil War.

The Cathedral’s final architect was Sir Christopher Wren. He was a
mathematician, an astronomer and, above all, an inventor. He invented
new ways of using traditional English building materials, brick and ordi-
nary roofingtiles, to keep within the limits of classical design. He, like
Inigo Jones, was appointed Surveyor-Gieneral when he was about 30
years old. So Christopher Wren was asked to restore the cathedral, But
before he could make much progress parts of it were destoyed by the
Great Fire of London in 1666, which started in a baker’s shop in Pud-
ding Lane and raged for five days, destroying many of the buildings in
the City.

Christopher Wren started once more with St. Paul’s and the rest of
the City. He laid the foundation stone for the Cathedral in 1675, For 35
years the building of St. Paul’s Cathedral went on, and Wren was an old
man when he set the final stone in placc.



From far away you can see the huge dome with a golden ball and
cross ou the top. It is the second fargest cathedral dome in the world.
Only 5t. Paul’s in Rome is bigger. The intericr of the Cathedral is very
beautiful. 1t is full of monutnents. The most important, perhaps, is the
one dedicated o the Duke of Wellinglon, commander-of-chief of Ea-
ghsh-Dutch army in the Battle of Waterloo. After looking around you
can climb 263 steps to the Whispering Gallery, which runs round the
dome. I is called so, because if someone wh ispers close to the wall on
ane side, a person with his ear close to the wall on the other side can
hear what is said.

The clock tower on the West Side houses the bell known as Great
Paul. Atthree metres in diameter, it'is the heaviest swinging bell in the
country,

As for Christopher Wren, who is now known as “the architect of
Londen”, he found his fame only after his death. [ie was buried in his
own magnificent building - St. Paul’s Cathedral. Buried here are Nel-
son, Wellington and Sir Joshua Reynolds (English painter of the 18
century, the Tirst president of London Academy of Arts).
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47. THENEW FACE OF LONDON

Wit the arrival of the new millenium London ’s face has changed.
From now o, the UK’s capital is going to be an even more exciting
place to visit.

The Millennium Dome at Greenwich, London, is built as a symbol of
the past 1000 years in Britain.

The observation wheel erected on the bank of the River Thames is
more than double the height of Big Ben! 1s called the London Eye and
on a clear day you'll be able to see 7 countries from its top! The wheel
doesn’t stop for passengers —instead they just walk into the large egg-
shaped glass capsule while it is in motion. A full trip takes 30 minutes,

"The Milleanium Dome is probably the most ambitious of all Millenni-
unt projects. It’s the largest bui iding of its kind in the world. 1’s over 50
meters high and over 300 metres in diameter. 1t’s as high as Nelson’s
Column, could swalfow 2 Wembley Stadiums, 3300 double-decker bus-
es and still have some spare room!

The Dome was designed by the arctitect Richard Rogers, who cre-
ated the Pompidou Centre in Paris. There are 14 exhibition zones in the
Dome, and cach of them has something to amaze and educate every-
one who visits it. In Home Planet zone, for example you’li be able to 20
on a virtual trip through space.

The Millennium Bridge is a thin blade of steel with wooden decking
conneeting the Tate Gallery of Modern Art on Bankside with the steps
of St Paul’s Cathedral. It’s the first pedestrian-only bridge to be built
across the Thames for more than 106 wvears.
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48. STATE EDUCATION AND PRIVATE EDUCATION

Britain is a relatively wealthy, prosperous country within the Buro-
pean Union and in the world at large. It has a stable political environ-
ment based on welt-tried democratic principles and has a Zrowing ecot-
amy. Alongside every other developing or advanced nation in the world,
Britain is in the process of adapting itself culturaity and economically to
the challenges of a period of great technological and social change.
Providing the best possible education and training for young people is
fundamental to Britain’s suceess in this evolution.

Albstate schools in Britain are free and schools provide their chil-
dren with bouks and equipment for their studics.

I'ducation is compulsory from 5 till 16 years. Pareats can clioosc to
send their children 1o a nursery school or a pre-school playgroup to
prepare them for the start of compulsory education. Children start pri-
mary school at 5 and continue until they are 11. Most children are taught
together. boys and girls in the same class. At 11 most pupils 20 to sec-

ondary schools called comprehensives which accept a wide range of

children from all backgrounds and religious and cthnic groups. Ninety
per-cent of secondary schaols in Englund, Scotland and Wales are co-
cducational.

At 16 pupils take a national exam called *GCSE’ (General Certifi-
cate of Secondury Education) or ‘O Level” (Ordinary Level) and then
they can leave school if they wish. This is the end of compulsory eduy-
calion,

Some 16-year-olds continue their studies in the sixth form at school
oratasixth form college. The sixth form prepares pupils for a national
exam called *A” level (Advanced Level) at 18. One needs ‘A’ fevel to
enter a university, Other 16-year-olds choose to go to a college of fur-
ther education to study for more practical (vocational) diplomas relating
to the world of work, such as Lyping, hairdressing, mechanics ete.

Seven per cent of British schoolohildren go to private schools called
independent schools, There are 2.400 independent schools and they
have been growing in number and popularity since the mid-1980.

Parents pay for these schools and fees vary [rom about 250 pounds
a term dor a private nursery to 3.000 pounds a term or more for a

secondary boarding school. Most independent schools are called prep
{preparatory) schools because they prepare the children for the Com-
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mon Entrance Exam which they take at the age of 11, This exam is for
entry into the best schools.

The most famous schools are called “public schools™ and they have
along history and traditions. Children of wealthy or aristocratic families
olten go to the same public school as their parents and their grandpar-
ents. Eton is the best known of these schools.

The mzjority of independent secondary schools, including public
schools, are single-sex, although in recent years girls have been ai-
lowed to join the sixth forms of boys” schools. Independent schools also
include religious schools (Jewish, Catholic, Mushim cte} and schools tor
ethnic minorities. _

Universities and colleges of higher education accept students with
“A” levels from 18. Students study for a degree that takes to average
three years of full-time study. Most students graduate at 21 or 22 and
are given their degree at a special graduation ceremony.
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49, LIFEAT SCHOOL,

The school year is divided into terms, three months each, named
after seasons: autumn term, winter term and spring term. The aulumn
term starts on the first Tuesdy morning in September. [n July schools
break up for eight weeks.

[zach lesson lasts for 40-50 minutes, with 10-20 minutes breaks be-
tween them.

On national holidays or on some important occassions pupils are
gathered in the assembly area or hail. in English scheols it is called
speech-days.

Pupils have their classrooms equipped with desks and a blackboard.
nowadays often called chalk-board as it is usually brown or green. The
desks, arc arranged in rows.

There arealso laboratories of Physics, Chemisty and Biolo g2y, rooms
for computer studies, technical rooms for woodwork, metalwork, ete.
Hach school has a gymnasium, game-hall or a playground in front of the
school building. There are also language laboratories, a Itbrary and a
school canteen. In student common rooy boys and girls can relax dnr-
ing the breaks and Junchtime. In case of illness a schoolchiid may go lo
the sick room.

Pupils at many sccondary schools in Britain have to wear a school
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uniform. This uswally means a whitc blouse for girls (perhaps with a tie)
with a dark-coloured skirt and pullover. Boys wear a shirt and tie, dark
trousers and dark coloured pullovers. Pupils also wear blazers — a kind
of jacket with the schoolbadge on the pocket. They often have to wear
some kind of hat on the way to and from school — caps for boys and
berets or some other kind of hat for girls. Shoes are usually black or
brown. And, no high heels.

Young people in Britain often don’t like their school uniform, espe-
cially the hats and shoes, Some time they do not wear the ri ghtclothes,
Sehools will often give them a warning the first time this happens but
then will punish them if they continue not to wear the correct uniform.
Senior students don’t have to wear their school uniform.

The papils who violate various school resulations may be punished
in the following ways: for lateness,or truancy they may be reported to
the ieadmaster or named in school assembly. They may be detained in
school afier ordinary hours.

Lach school has it system of rewards: medals and prizes.

Liach school has its school Council, It organizes the social and cultural
life at the schoot. School Councils are chaired by a student and have a
majotily of studeat members. They run discos and parties, slage drama
productions and decorate the student comumon room. Some students help
in locat hospitals, homes for the handicapped and clderly people.

There are many clubs and societies that meet regularly: daily, weekly
or monthiy. School choirs and orchestras give regular concerts. Sports
are very popular: rusning, jogging, swimming, football, badminton, sero-
bics, rugby;, etc.
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50. THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The most original and the best known British educational experi-
rment has been the so-called ‘public schools’. The public schools —rath-
er puzzhingly they are called public schools although, in fact, they are
privately owned and managed and are al present the schools of only a
minerity, the children of those who can afford to pay fairly substantial
fees for them.

'The public schiools have been widely imitated clsewhere and have
influcreed other English schools so much and are so much more djs-
tinctively English than apy other school that it is fair to mention them
first. They were created pot by State action, not even by educational
theorists, but by a handful of practical schoolmasters early in the 19th
century. They were not invented. They were developed out of schools
which were already in existence and which, for one reason or another,
had formed the habit of taking boarders instead of day-boys.

In the 19th century Dr. Arnold of Augby decided that the object of
education should be to turn out ‘God-fearing citizens’. And he created
the monitorial system, on the invention of which the British public school
system may be said to be founded.

About five per cent of children are educated privately in public schools
—the schools for privileged, There are about 500 public schools in England
and Wales, mosl of them single-sex. About half of them are for girls.

The schools as Eton (founded in 1440), Harrow (founded in 1571),
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Rugby (founded in 1567) and Winchester {(founded in 1382) arce famous
because they lay the foundation of a successful future by giving their
pupils self-confidence, a good academic background and, perhaps, what
is most important, the right friends and contacts. Public School-leavers
usuially talk about “the old schoal tie” and “the old boy network™,

Public schools educate the ruling class of England. The fees are
high and only very rich families can afford to pay so much. The Prince
of Wales, the elder son of the Queen, left public school in Gordonstown
in 1968 Harrow School is famous as the place where Winston Churchil!
was educated, as well as six other Prime Ministers of England. the poet
Lord Byron and many other prominent people.

Public schools are free from state control, They are independent.
Most of them are boarding schools. The cducation is of high quatity; the
discipline is strict. These schools accept pupils from preparatory schools
at about 11 or 13 years of age usually-on the basis of an exam ination,
known as Common Entrance every year in Feb roary, June and Novem-
ber.
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31. HIGHER EDUCATION

The academic year in Britain’s universities, Polytechnics, Colleges
of Cducation is divided into three terms, which usually run from the
beginning of October to the middle of December, from the middle of
January to the end of March, and from the middle of April to the end of
Jung or the beginning of July.

There are about one hundred universities in Britain. They greathy
differ from each other in date of foundation, tradition, general organiza-
t1on, methods of instruction, way of studeut lite. The oldest and best-
known universities are located in Oxford, Cambridge, London, Leeds,
Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham.

The two oldest and most well-known universities of Britain — Ox-
ford and Cambridge — date {rom the twelfth and thirteenth centurios.

The Scottish universities of St. Andrews, Glasgow, Aberdeen and
Edinburgh date from the fificenth and sixteenth centuries.

In the nincteenth and the early part of the twentieth centuries the
so-called Redbrick universities were founded. They include Landon,
Manchester, Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield and Birmigham.

Good A fevel results in at least two subjects are necessary to gel a
place at a university. However, good exam passes alone are not enough,
universities choose their students atter interviews. For all British citi-
zens a place at a university brings with it a grant from their local educa-
tion authority.

After three years of study a universily graduate will leave with the
Degree of Bachelor of Arts,Scicnce, Lngineering, Medicine, etc. Later
he may continue to take a Master’s Degree and then a Doctor’s De-
gree. Research is an important feature of university work.

- The Polytechnics, like universities, offer higher degrees. Some of
them are full-time and some offer sandwich courses, for those, who
study and work at the same time. Colleges of Education provide two-
year courses in teacher education or sometimes three vears if the grad-
uate specializes in some particular subject.

There is an interesting from of studies which is calied the Open
University-intended for people who study in their own free time and
who “attend” lectures by watching TV and listening to the radio. They
keep in touch by phone and letter with their tutors and atrend summer
schools. '
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Most higher education students receive some financial support trom
their local education authority with the rest of their money made up
through parental support, or through the student Loans Company setup
by eentral government to provide subsided loans for students.
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32. THE FIRST UNIVERSITIES

Before the 12 century niost people were illiterate. Reading and
writing skills were not considered important or necessary. Monasteries
were centres of education, and priests and monks were most educated
people.

With the development of such sciences as medicine and law, organi-
zations of general study called universities appeared in ltaly and France.
A university had four faculties: Theology (the study of religion), Canon
Law (church laws), Medicine and Art, which inciuded Latin grammar,
rhetoric (the art of making specches), logic, arithmetic, geometry, as-
tronomy and music,

[n the middie of the 12% century a group of professors from France
came to Britain and founded schools in the city of Oxford in 1168, i
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was the beghining of the first English university.

A sccond university was formed in 1209 in Cambridge. Towards
the end of the 13% century colleges appeared around the universities
where other subjects were studied.

The universitics themselves continued to grow as colleges and halls
where the students could both live and be taught were built. The col-
lege system remains the basis of organisation in these two universitics.

It became the custom for students to go about from one great uni-
versity to another learning what they could from the most famous teach-
ers in cach place.
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53. OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE

Oxford was founded in the 12th century as an aristocratic Universi-
ty and retains its aristocratic character to the present day: students
wcar black gowns and queer-looking caps and the cost of study is com-
paratively high. Students have to pay for using librarics (including the
great Bodleian Liberary to which a copy of every book published in
Great Britain has to be sent} and laboratories, as well as for taking
examinations.

The University is a collection of 35 colleges: two for womcen oaly,
the rest take-in both men and women. Each college is a world of its
own which gives its students a specialized training in arts, law, medicine
and science. The largest college has over 500 students, the smallest
college has 100 students.

The University is an administrative centre which arrangces lectures
for ail students of the colieges, holds examinations and gives degrecs.

The tutorial system of education used both in Oxford and Cambridge is
one of the ways in which they differ from other English Universities. Each
student has a tutor in charge of planning his work and discussing its results
with the student; the student’s duty is to regularly see his tutor and submit
papers and essays. The tutorial system of education brings the student into
personal contact with his tutor, the latter trying to influence the social and
political life of the studen.

Situated on the River Thames in the south of England this old univer-
sity city is full of strects where the Middle Ages, the 18th century and the
modern world rub shoulders. It 1642-1645 under Charles I, Oxford was
the capital of England. "The population of the city is about 100.000.

Cambridge is the sccond oldest university in Brifain, Cambridge was
opened in 1284 with the construction of the first college, Peterhouse. At
prescnt Cambridge University comprises thirty one colleges of which
one is only for men and two of them are women's colleges (the first
women’s college was opened in 1869); the rest take both men and
women.
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Lymng on the river Cam, the cjty of Cambridge takes its name from
the river, The old university city, where mostly teachers and students
live, is full of ancient buildings, chapels and libraries. College buildings
are located there, too.

(n the old times students’ life was full of restrictions. Students of
Cambridge were not allowed to play games, hunt, sing, fish or even to
dance; they had to wear special dark clothes and the “squares,” the
academic caps they still wear in our days. During the course al! stu-
dents have to live in the college. .

The academic year in England has three terms; each term lasts
from eight to ten weeks. Terminal examinations take place at the end of
autimn, spring and summer terms. Final examinations take place atthe
end of course of studies. If a student fails in an examination, he may be
allowed to take the exam again, only two re-examinations are us ually
allowed,
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54. BRITISH THEATRES

L.ondon is very rich in theatres, about 300; therc are over forty in the
West End alone — more than enough to ensure that there will always be
at least two or three shows running to suit every kind of taste whether
scrious or frivolous.

The first real actors in England were amaleurs who performed Mir-
acle and Morality plays which were veligious in character.

The first professional theatres were opened in the Elizabethan age.
At the time of Shakespeare there were at least six companies of actors
- and all the woimen’s parts were played by boys. The first part played
by an actress was that of Desdemona in the 17th century. Nell Gwynn
was the first English actress.

Untif recently the history of the English theatre has been built around
actors rather than companies. There are no permanent staft in British
theatres. A play is rehearsed for a few weeks by a company of actors
working together mostly for the first time and it is allowed to run as long
as it draws the audicnee and pays its way. Another peculiarity of the
theatres in Great Britain is as follows; there are two kinds of seats
which can be booked in advance, bookable and unbookable oncs which
have no numbers and the spectators occupy them on the principal; first
come — first served, [n ancient times plays were acted inside churches
and later on the market places. The first theatre in England “The Black-
fries” was buiit in 1576, “The Globe™ built in 1599 is closely connected
with William Shakespearc. And it started the golden age of the theatre
in England.

Speaking about our times we should first of all mention ‘Covent
Garden’ — the Royal Opera louse, where the great opera singers of
the world can be heard. ‘Covent Garden’ used to be a fashionable prom-
enade — il was, before then, a convent garden — but when it became
overrun with flower-sellers, orange-vendors and vegetable-growers, the
people moved to more exclusive surroundings farther west, such as *St
Jame’s Square’. The first ‘Covent Garden’ theatre was built in 1732. It
was burnt down in 1808 and rebuilt exactly a year after. It opened in
September 1809, with Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. Since the middle of
the fast century ‘Covent Garden® became exclusively devoted to opera.
Now ‘Covent Garden® is busier than ever, it is one of the few well-
known opera houses open for 11 months of the year and it employs
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over 600 people both of the Opera company and the Royal Ballet.

Some theatres concentrate on the classics and serious drama, some
on light comedy and revue, some on musicals. Most theatres have a
personality of their own, from the old, such as the Theatre Royal (the
“Itaymarket”) in the Haymarket to the more modcrn such as the Mer-
maid Theatre in the City. The Old Vic specialized in producticns of
Shakespeare. The theatre building opened in 1818. In 1853 it was re-
named the Royal Victoria Hall (popularly known as the OId Vic). Tn
1963 the Theatre was dissolved and the company became the nucleus
of the National Theatre. The National Theatre has three separate the-
atres: in its new building by Waterloo Bridge, at the Aldwych the Royal
Shakespeare Company have their London home, their other theatre is
at Stratford-on-Avon.

Most of the older London theatres are concentraled in a very smal!
area, very near the Piceadilly and Leicesier Square tube stations.
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55. THEATRE AND CINEMA IN BRITAIN

The theatre has always been very strong in Britain. Its centre is, of
course, London, where successful plays can sometimes run without a
break for many years. But every large town in the country has its the~
atres. Even small towns often have ‘repertory’ theatres, where differ-
ent plays are performed for short periods by the same group of profes-
sional actors. :

Beitish theatre has such a fine acting tradition that Hollywood is
often seeking its talent for people to star in films, British television does
the same thing and even Broadway pays close attention to London
productions. In short, British theatre is much admired. And, of course, it
is something that British actors are proud of. Many of the most well-
known television actors, though they might make most of their money in
this latter medium, continue to see themselves as first and foremost
theatre actors.

[n contrast, the cinema in Britain is often regarded as not quite part
of ‘the arts’ at all — it is simply cntertaintment, Partly for this reason,
Britain is unique among the large European countries in giving almost
no financial help to its film industry. Therefore, although cinema-going
is a regular habit for a much larger number of people than is theatre-
going, British film directors often have to go to Hollywood because the
resources they need are not available in Britain. As a result, compara-
tively few filins of quatity are madc in the country. This is not because
expertise in film making does not exist. 1t does. American productions
often use studios and technical facilities in Britain. Moreover, some of
the films which Britain does manage to make become highly respected
around the world. But even these films often make a financial loss.
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36. CULTURAL LIFE AND MUSIC

Artistic and cultural life in Britain is rather rich. It passed several
main stages in its development. :

The Saxon King Alfred encouraged the arts and culture. The chief
debt owed to him by English literature is for his translations of and
cominentaries on Latin Works.

Art, cullure and literature flowered during the Elizabethan age, the
reign of Elizabeth I. It was the period of English domination of the
occans, It was at this time that William Shakespeare lived,

Three English monarchs are famous for their love and skill for mu-
sic. Richard [ (1157-1199), the “Lionheart”, composed songs that he
sang with bis minstrel Blondel. It is said that when the king was a pris-
oner in Austria Blondel found him by singing a song known only to him
and the king who took up the tune in the tower of the castlc in which he
was secretly imprisoned. Hetry VIH (1491-1547) notorious for his six
wives, was a skilled musician and some of his songs are still known and
sung. Queen Victoria (1819-1901) and her husband, Prince Albert, de-
lighted in singing ballads. '

The people of the British Isles are very fond of music. The Promenade
concerls (the Proms) are probably the most famous. They were first
held in 1840 in the Queen’s Hall. They still continue today in the Royal
Albert Hall, every night for about three months in the summer, the
programmes include new and contemporary works, as well as classics.

Usually there is a short winter season lasting for about a fortnight.
The audicnce may either listen (o the music from a seat or from the
“promenade”, where they can stand or stroll about, or, if there is room,
sit down on the floor.

Folk music is still very much alive. There are many folk 2roups.
Their harmony singing and good humour win them friends everywhere.

The British love of music is often unfamiliar to foreigners, probably
because there are few renowned British composers. The most famous
is Henry Purcell whose opera “Dido and Aeneas™ is a classic. The
rousing marching song “Lillibulero™ attributed to Purcell, now used by
the BBC as an identification signal preceding Overseas Service news
bulletins, was said to have “sung James Il out of three kingdoms® when
he fled from Britain in 1688, Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934} is known
for his choral and orchestral works. The famous English composer of
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the 19th century was Arthur Sullivan, Together with William Gilbert, the
writer of the texts, he created fourleen operettas of which eleven arc
regularly performed today. Benjamin Britten (1913-1976), anoted in-
glish composer, pianist and conductor, has won international fame for
writing works that range from arrangements of folk songs for voice and
p1ano to operas, His greatest achievernent was creating operas; among

the most popular are “Peter Grimes” performed in many countrics, and -

the children’s opera “Noyes Fludde™. Living in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, Britten
started in 1948 the annual Aldeburgh music festival, a hi gh-quality clas-
sical music festival stilt held in the town every June.

Rock and pop musics extremely popular, especially among young
people.

Mention should be made of the Beatlcs, probably the most famous
and suceessful pop-group the world has ever known. On October 24,
1962, the song “Love Me Do” was sung by a then unknown group of
four working-class lads from Liverpool: John Lennon, Paul McCartney,
George Harrison and Ringo Star who called themselves the Beatles, It
was the first of a number of big hits that brought them world fame.
During the 1960s the werc at the height of their glory. Their new style
of singing and their unusual haircuts — immediately became the latest
fashion,

British groups often sct new trends in music. New stars and styles
continue to appear. One of the most popular contcmporary musicians
and composers in Andrew Lloyd Webber. The musicals and rock op-
eras by A. L. Webber have been a great succes both in Britain and
overseas,

Present-day concern with music is shown by the existence of a
hundred summer schools in music, which cater for all grades of musi-
cians, from the beginner 1o the skilled performer. Thesc schools cover
a wide range, from medieval and classical music to rock-and-roll and
pop. There are alse important music festivals in towns such as Aldebur-
gh, Bath and Cheltentam. Pop-music festivals draw thousands of peo-
ple, especially young people. In the big cities there are famous orches-

tras and from all over the world great performers come there. London
18 one of the leading world centres for m usic, drama, opera and dance.
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537. BROADCASTING

In the United Kingdom nearly everyone watches television, and ra-
dio has a wide audience. Programmes are provided by the BBC (Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corporation), and by commercial television and radio
scrvices which are regulated by two public bodies. All three bodics are
accountable to the people through Parliament.

There are four terrestrial television channels. The two publicly-funded
BBC channels are financed bya licence fee and the independent chan-
nels by advertising,

There are seven national radio networks and some |50 local radio
scrvices. A further national station was open in 1995, As well as receiv-
ing terrestrial stations, people can also choose to subscribe to privately-
owned satellite and cable programme services which offer a further
range of channels.

Much air time is devoted to political, social and economic affairs.
Although politicians often face tough questioning, particularly during
election campaigns, broadcasters are expected to be irapartial in their
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treatment of political controversies. Some programmes, especially on
radio, allow members of the public to challenge pofiticians and other
public figures, on major issues. An agreed amount of free broadcasting
time is given to the major political parties. P’nd for political advertising
on tetevision orradio is not allowed.

TV and radio are also two of the main teaching channels used by
the Open University. This “university of the air” allows many thou-
sands of students to study at hotne for degrees they never wouid have
obtained in the main educational system.

“Top of the Paps” is a programme that has been shown cvery weck
on BBC TV for many years, Each weck computers in a number of
record-shops throughout the United Kingdom show how many copies
of a record have been sold that week. The new chart, issued each
Tuesday evening, shows which singles have sold the most copies during
the previous. Week with this information, the shows producers decide
which songs will be played. Usually it will be those moving up the charts
» or the new relcases which the disk jockeys (usuvally called DJs) think
will be “hits”. Of course each week, the show finishes with the number
one single.

About 143 million people listen regularly to BBC World Service Radio,
which broadcasts in English and 38 other languages. The main output
includes new bulletins, current affairs programmes and political com-
mentary. Other programmes cover sport, music, drama and general
entertaintment. BBC World Service Television, a self-funding subsid-
iary of the BBC launched in 1991, supplies news and information and
entertaintment channels, broadeasting in Burope, Asia, the Middle East
and Africa.

In general, people think the programmes offered on British TV are
of a very high standard. -
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58. PRESS

The newspapers in Britain are proud of the fact that they are differ-
ent from each other - each tries to have a definite protile. There are
great differences between the various nationa) newspapers - in the type
ol news they report and the way they report it.

There are the “quality” newspapers: “The Times’, “The Indepen-
dent,” “The Guardian”, *“The Financial Times” and “The Daily Tele-
graph™. They comprise factual reports of major national and interna-
tional events, with the world of politics and business and with the arts
and sport. The most famous is “The Times”. Contrary to what many
foreigners believe, this is not a government newspaper.

Onthe other hand, there are the “populars™ and “tabloids”, so-called
because of their smaller size. The most popular “tabloids™ are: “The
Daily Mait”, “The Daily Express”, “The Daily Mirror” and “The Daily
Star” — all of thern concentrate on more emotive reporiing of stories
often featuring sex, violence, the Royal Family, film and pop stars, and
sport. The popular press mainly aims to entertain its readers rather than
inform them.

In addition to daily papers there are Sunday papers. They have a
higher cireularion than the dailies and several of them also include *Co-
four supplemeuls” — separate colour magazines which contain photo-
graphically illustrated feature articles.

Besides offering features common to newspapers all over the world,
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British newspapers specialize in a woman’s page in which the writers
deal with fashion, food, household appliances, the bringing-up of chil-
dren cte,

Bold heaclines and a variety of photographs are characterictic of
the British press. Some, usually the “quality” newspapers usc photo-
graphs sparingly. The more “popular” newspapers use pictures exten-

sively and also run strip-cartoons and humorous drawings, some of which

present siriking pictorial comment on politics.

Fleet Street is famous as the home of the nation’s newspapers but,
in fact, only two of them - The “DailyExspress™ and the “Daily Telc-
graph” - are still in Fleet Street. Howover, people say Fleet Street
when they mean the press.

There is no subscription on papers. One may buy any on sale. And
there is no censorship of the press in Britain (except in wartime) though,
of course all newspapers — like private persons — are responsible for
what they publish and can be sued for libel for publishing articles that
go beyond the bounds of decency.

The British are the most voracious newspaper readers in the world.
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59.SPORTS

The British have always been a nation of sport lovers and interest in
all types of sport is as great today as it has ever been. Many sports
which are popular and played nowadays all over the world grew up to
their present form in Britain, football, for instance, was first played in
Britain and later people began to play it in other countrics. But besides
football, horse-racing, golf, lawn tennis and rowing also originated in
Britain,

The most popular British sport is undoubtedly, football, also called
soccer, though many people, both forcigners and British consider crick-
et to be the most typicaily English of sports. Cricket had started in the
18™ century, but only a century later its rules were organized. From
1873 a country championship took place each year.

- When the English say: “that’s not cricket” it means “that’s not fair”,
“to play the game”means “to be fair” . English people love cricket. Sum-
mer isn’t summer without it. Even if you do not understand the rules, it
is aftractive to watch the players, dressed in white playing on the beau-
tiful green cricket fields.

Cricket, merely, unlike football, has until reccntly remained a specif-
ically British game played only in Britain, in some parts of the British
Commonwealth and in Denmark. The rules of cricket are very compli-
cated. It ts played by two teams of eleven men each, the player at a
time trics to hit the ball with a bat. As the British also like walching
sports even more than playing them for most Englishmen the sight of a
white flannelled cricketers on the smooth green turf of a crickcet pitch
represents something that is traditionally English.

The rules of football, Britain’s other main game, were also orga-
nized tn the 19* century. At first it was a middle-class, or gentlemen’s,
spart, but it quickly became popular among all classes. Soon it drew
huge crowds of pcople who came to watch the professional footballers
play the game. By the end of the 19 century almost every town of
Britain had its own footbal} team.

Football is the favorite winter game in Britain and cricket is the
favorite summer sport. Amateur cricket has the satwe rulcs as the
professional game.

Next to football, the chief spectator sport in British life is horse-
racing. A lot of people are interested in the races and risk money on the
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horse which they think will win. The Derby is perhaps the most famous
sporting event in the whole world.

There are all kinds of racing in England - horse-racing, motor-car
racing, dog-racing, and even races for donkeys. On sport days at school
boys and girls run races, and even train for them.

Usually those who run a race go as fast as possible, but there are
some races in which everybody has to go very carefully in order to
avoid talling. There is the “threelegged” race, for example, in which a
pair of runners have the right leg of one ticd to the left leg of the other,
and if they go too fast they are certain to fafl. And there is the egg-and-
spoon race in which each runner must carry an egg in a spoon without
letting it drop. If the egg falls, it must be picked up with the spoon not
{he fingers. :

Rugby is another popular British sport which is played in other coun-
tries. [tis also called rugby football. The story is told that in 1923 boys
at Rugby school in England were playing football, when suddenly oue
boy picked the ball up and ran with in. That was how a new game was
bom. There are two forms of rugby football: the amateur game and the
professional game. The two garnes have different rules, but Rugby foot-
ball mostly remains an amateur game.

In summer fawn tennis comes next in importance to cricket. There
are clubs in every town and in all parks there are public courts where
tennis may be played for an hour on payment of about fificen pence.
Tennis tournaments at Wimbledon are known ail over the world. The
first lawn tennis championship was held in Winbledon in 1877. Swim-
ming is very popular and there are many public swimming pools, Row-
ing is also popular. The annual Boat Race between Oxford and Cam-
bridge universities on the River Thames is, however, one of the most
popular sporting events of the year.

Golf'is the Scottish national game. It originated in the 15th century.
Itis beceming increasingly popular. Athletics is growing alf the time.

Winter sports, such as skiing, are geuerally impossible in England
because of the unsuitable climate but many peopie spend holidays on
the Continent to take part in them., Whether as spectator, gambfer or
player, most English people have some interest in af fcast some sports,
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60. LONDON ART GALLERIES

On the north side of Trafalgar Square famous for its menument to
Admiral Nelson ("Nelson’s Column), there stands a long low building in
classic style. This is the National Gallery which contains Britain’s best-
known collection of pictures. The collection was begun in 1824. The
Gallery is rich In paintings by Italian masters such as Raphael, Correg-
gio and Veronese, and it contains pictures represcntative of all Europe-
an art such as works by Rembrandt, Rubens, Van Dyck, Murillo, El
Greeo and nineteenth century French masters. Admission to the Gal-
lery 1s free.

Just behind the National Gallery stands the National Portrait Gallery
that contains a cotlection of eminent British men and women, including ot}
paintings, drawings, miniatures, busts, and photographs. The gallery moved
to its present building in 1856 and was extended in the 1930s. it isdircct-
ed by the National Gatlery, The collection is arranged chronologicaily,
beginning with the Tudors to portraits of living people (for a long time
such portraits were not admitted) as well as historical celebrities such as
Chaucer, Shakespeare, Cromwell, The most outstanding masters include
Hans Holbein, Peter Paul Rubens, Joshua Reynolds ctc.

Tate Gallery is the art museum in London, named for the sugar mer-
chant and philantropist Sir Henry Tate (1819-1899), who donated his
private art collection to the nation in 1889. The museum spectalizes in
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British painting from the late 16th century to the present. it also main-
tains a collection of sculpture and a collection of modern foreign art
from 1800. The building occupied by the museum was designed by
Sidney Smith. It overlooks the Thames, not far from the Houses of
Parliament. Tt was opened to the public in 1897 and was later enlarged.
4 fow times. ‘The Tate has the world’s largest and finest collection of
works by the British painter Joseph Turner. About 300 oils and 15, ¢00
water-colours are drawings. The modern collection includes the paint-
mgs o' Henri Matisse, and Pablo Picasso, Marc Chagall and Salvador
Dali, Peter Blake and Richard Hamilton, the chief pioneers of pop art in
Great Britain. Henry Moore is a famous British sculptor whose works
are exhibited at the Tate too. This, of all the London galleries, is the
young people’s gallery. It has been stated that three-quarters of the
visitors are under twenty-live.
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61. THE BRITISHH MUSEUM

The British Musewm is one of the greatest and best-known in the
world. It was founded by a decision of the Parliament in 1753,

It occupies a splendid great building in neoclassical or Greeian style
that was erecied between 1823 and 1847.

There are 11 major departments in the museum. The most outstand-
ing among them are the Assyrian and Babylonian, the Egyptian, and the
Greek and Roman Antiquilies. The last contains the collection of sculp-
tures from the Parthenon.

There arc also extremely important ethnological collections, includ-
ing exhibits from the Pacific islands (such as ancient Polvnesian idols),
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and America (such as the Aztec sculptures). African civilization is also
notably well represented.

The priceless collection of medieval objects of art from all the coun-
fries of Europe should be mentioned as well,

Butthe first thing which is associated with the British Museurn is its
Library.

The fibrary which is contemporary with the museum censisted ini-
tially of the collection of books belonging to Sir Hans Stoane. Then the
other collections of manuscripts and books as wel! as the roval library
were added to this collection and together they laid the foundation of
what was to become ore of the largest and most important libraries in
the world.

The British Museum Library came into world prominence under its
most remarkable librarian - Sir Antonio Panizzi, an lalian by birth, Un-
der bis dircction the [ibrary took on the present character, He formula-
ed the rules and started the general catalogue.

The British Museum Library is a reading-room and a reference -
brary but not a lending library. It offers unique research facilities to
scholars.

The collection of books is being systematically increased. Today
there are millions of volumes in the library store-room.
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62. MADAM TUSSAUD’S MUSEUM

Madam Tussaud’s Museum of Waxworks consists of scveral halls
with wax images of outstanding political characters and writers, fa-
mous filin stars and musicians, Here you cannot only sce the great
works, but also live in them. The wax figures are standing and sitting;
they are looking at you and sometimes you feel uncomfortable in their
company. In most cases, the celebrities made in wax, pose for the
sculptors and that’s why each figure is so lifelike. Even side by side it’s
difficult to tell which is the wax figure and which is real.

In the halls of the museum you can meet Winston Churchil, Adolf
Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Roosevelt, Oliver Cromwell, Margaret Thatcher;
well-known scientists [saac Newton and Albert Hinshtein, etc: the Beat-
les and the Rolling Stones, Elvis Priestly (by the way, in the musicians’
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hall you can hear their tunes from time to time), Marilyn Monro and
Elizabeth Taylor with her 7 husbands, Alfred Hitcheock, Chaplin and
many others. A special room is dedicated to the Royal family. But who
was Madam Tussaud and what do we know about her?

The story of Madam Tussaud’s started over 200 years ago in the
house of a poor Strasbourge widow in 1761 when her daughter Maric
Grosholz was born. Marie’s mother became housekecper to Dr Curtius
in Berne who was a talented artist. When Maric was six years old they
accompnied him (o Paris, where [rom 1770, he exhibited wax figures in
the fashionable Palais Royal. Curtius quickly became fond of Marie
and before [ong he was teaching her the art of wax modell ing. Scon her
skills attracted attention of Louis XV’s sister Elizabeth and she was
invited to become art tutor at Versailles, where she lived for the next
aine years with the French Royal family. When the revolution broke out
in 1789, Curiius called her back to his house in Paris. Over the next five
vears Marie was called upon to take death masks of the most notable
victins of the Guillotine. When Curtuis died, he left his exhibition to
Maric. A year later she married Francois Tussaud. But her extibition
was struggling to survive, and in 1802 she made a decision and left her
husband and baby son in Paris and with her elder son moved the exhi-
bition to England. She never saw France or her husband again.

For the next 33 years this small French woman took her renewed
exhibition to major British towns with boundless energy and enthusi-
asm. Eventually, at the grand age of 74 she set up her collection in its
first permanent home on London’s Baker Street.
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63. HOLIDAYS

Therc are fewer public holidays in Great Britain than in European
countries. They arc: Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day,
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Spring Bank Holiday and Summer Bank
Holiday. Public holidays in Britain are called “Bank Holidays™ — the
term goes back to the Bank Holidays Act of 1871 which owes its name
to the fact that banks (as well as most of the offices) are closed on the
days specified.

Christmas is the most popular holiday. 1t is Christian holiday that
celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The word Christmas comes from
“Christe masse”, an early English phrase that means Mass of Christ.

Livery year the people of Norway give the city of London a present.
It'sabig Christmas tree and it stands in Trafalgar Square. Central steets
are beautifully decorated.

Before Christmas, groups of singers go from house to house. They
collectmoney for charity and sing carols, traditional Christmas songs. Many
churches hold a carel service on the Sunday before Christmas. Children
write letters to Santa Clause and tell him what presents they would like to
get. People send Christmas cards to relatives and friends (by the way, the
tirst Christmas card was made in 1842 by an English painter who sent that
card to one hundred of his friends).

The fun starts the night before,on the 24 of December. Traditional-
ly on this day the people decorate their trees. Children hang stockings
at the end of their beds, hoping the Father Christmas wilf come down
with toys and swecls.

Christmas s a family holiday. Relatives usually meet for the big
dinner of turkey and Christmas pudding. And everyone gives and re-
ceives presents. The 26* of December, Boxing Day is an extra holiday
afler Christmas Day. Boxing Day takes its name from the old custom
ol giving employees or tradesmen (such as a milkman) an annual present
or “Christmas Box” on that day. If Christmas Day or Boxing Day falls
al the weekend, the weekday which follows December 25" and 26"
becomes a Bank Holiday. _

New Year's Day is less popular in Britain than Christmas. But in
Scotland, Hogmanay is the biggest festival of the year. It is a Scoftish
tradition that the first person to cross the threshold of your house on
New Year’s Day should be dark haired - such a person brings luck for
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the coming year. In London there are large crowds in Piccadil ly Circus
and Trafalgar Square, and New Year’s Eve is a great occassion for
partics and jollity.

Easter Monday is generaly regarded as an unofTicial consecration
of Spring. In many towus there are fun fairs with amuscments. Easter
Monday used to be the day on which the ladies would parade in the
parks, wearing new dresses and hats, Although this custom is dying out,
the tradition still provides the ladies with a pretext for buying spring
clothes.

The August Bank Holiday is probably the most popular one of the
year partly because it comes at a time when children are not at school.

In Ircland St Patrick’s Day (March 17") is also a Bank Holiday. St
Patrick is the Patron Saint of Ireland,

Besides public holidays there are some special festivals in Great
Britain. One of them takes place on the 5* of November On that day, in
1605, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kil
King James [. He didn’t succeed. The King’s men found the bomb,
took Guy Fawkes to the Tower and cut off his head.

Since that day the British celebrate the 5™ of November. They bura
a dummy, made of straw and old clothes on a bonfire and fet ofF fire-
works, This dummy is called a “guy” and children can often be seen in
the streets before the 5™ of November saying “Penny for the guy”. If
they coilect enough money they can buy some fireworks.

There are also smaller, local festivals in Britain.
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64. PUBS

In some European countries outdoor cafes are very popular. But in
England because of the uncertainty of the weather outdoor cafes are not
a feature of English life. Their place is partly filled by what are collogui-
ally known as “pubs” — public houses. They can be found in every town
or village. Social life for many people has centred on the pub for many
years. Opening and ¢losing times of pubs are decided by law. Pubs in
England close at 11 p. m. And ten minutes beforc closing time, the bar-
man shouts “Last orders!” In pubs you can get any form of alcoholic
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drink, from beer to whisky, or nowadays — soft drinks. Many pubs also
run some kind of snack bar that provides cold food such as sausages,
ham olives, salad, veal-and-ham pies, rolls and butter and sometimes hot
pies or toasted sandwiches. Pub meals have become very popular in
recent years and are generally cheap and often good. When you go info
a pub you have to go to the bar, pay for your drink and carry it to your
seat. One of the main attractions of the pub for all regular pub gocrs is
that it offers good company in friendly surroundings.

Some pubs maintain the traditiona! division into two parts —a public
bar and a saloon bar. In the first there is often a dart board, and group of
friends will gather in the pub for a friendly match. The loser may have
to pay for a “round” (to buy drinks for everyone). Pubs also provide
entertaintment: live music singing , video and karacke machines. Inthe
country, the pub is olien part of an inn where you can put up for the
night. Betting is forbidden in pubs, children are not aflowed in.

Pubs are still a central part of British culture. Good conversation
and good beer are two essential items provided by them. Beer is the
Englishman’s favourite drink. Various sorts of becr are brewed, the
most popular is probably “bitter”. English beer is different from Conti-
nental beer, the latter should be served well chifled whereas English
beer is at its best when it is only cool. Continental type beer or “lager”
has become very popular in England in recent years. The drinking beer
in a public house is not compulsory. But it is said that becr is the perfect
drink for the pub ~ it comes in large measures so that just one drink
provides plenty of conversation time.
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65. BRITISH WRITERS AND PCETS

Great Britain gave the world a lot of talented people. Many famous
writers and poels were born and lived in Great Britain.

Austen, Janc (1775-1817). Novelist, the author of “Sense and Sen-
sibility”, “Pride and Prejudice”, ‘Manstield Park’, ‘Iimma’.She was born
in a poor family, the seventh of cight children, Her father was the Rever-
end. By the time she was 12, Jane was writing storics about heroines
imprisoned in haunted castles, being rescued by glamorous heroes. In her
lifetime she never travelled abroad. When she died a spinster, only four of
her six novels were published, all anonymously and now, nearly 200 vears
later, sales of her novels rival modern bestsellers. There have been film
and tefevision productions of alinost all of her novels and there are Fane
Austen [ans in afl corners of the globe. Her prose is confined to the
personat relations of the English middie classes.

Defue, Daniel (1660-1731). Novelist and journalist. He took part in
Monmouth’s rebellion and joined William of Orange in 1688, He wrote
numerous pamphlets and first achieved fame in 1701 with his satire *The
True Born Englishman’. It was followed by “The Shortest Way with
Dissenten”, for which Defoe was fined, imprisoned and put in the piltory.
The novel *Robinson Crusoe’ based on the adventure of Alexander Sel-
kirk was published in 1719. It was followed by the pirate story ‘Captain
Singlton’ (1720}, “Moll Flanders” and *Colonel Jack’ (1722).

Galsworthy, Johin (1867-1933). Novelist and playwright, best known
tor “Tlie Forsyte Saga” (1922), a series of novels dealing with the history
of an upper middle-class family. The first instalment, “The Man of Prop-
crly”, appeared in 1904, it was followed by “In Chancery™ and “To Let”.
A sequel, A Modem Comedy”, published in 1929, contained “The White
Monkey”, “The Silver Spoon” and “Swan Song”. Galsworthy won the
Nobel Prize lor fiterature in 1932,

Greene, Graham (1904-1991) Novelist, playwight, and journalist.
He was on the staff of “The Times™ in 1926-1930, and during the Second
World War served in the Foreign Office. His novels include “The Power
and the Glory” (1940), “The Ministry of Fear” {(1943), “The Heart of the
Matter” (1948}, “The Quiet American” (1936), “Our Man in Havana”
(19583, “The End of the Aflfair” (1951) efc.

Jerome K. Jerome (1859-1927). Born into the family of ruined
businessman, his childhood was poor and sad. After his father’s death he

198

left school and began working to support his family. Firsthe worked as a
clerk. Later he took up teaching journalism and acting. In his free mo-
ments Jerome tried to write. He wrote plays stories and articles, but
nothing was published. His first literary success was a one act comedy
which was performed in the Globe Theatre in London in 1886. In 1§80
Jerome’s best book “Three Men in a Boat” came out. His works are ful]
of humour and they can’t but amuse the reader.

Joyce, James (1882-1941) Irish author. Born in Dublin, he studied
medicine in Paris, but later became a teacher of languages. In 1914 he
published “Dubliners™, a collection of realistic short stories. J oyee’s “Por-
trait of an Artist as a Young Man”, based mainly on his own life, appeared
in 1916. The famed “Ulisses™, published in Paris in 1922, was banned for
obscenity in England and the USA. In his last years Joyce worked on
‘Finnegan’s Wake’, finishing it in 1939.

Keats, John (1795-1821) Romantic lyric poet. He abandoncd his
study of medicine for poetry, publishing his first volume of verse in 1817.
lu 1818 he wrote “Isabella” and the first version of “Hyperion™. A walk-
ing tour in Scotland increased his tuberculosis. To 1819 belong “The Eve
of St Agnes”, “The Eve of St Mark™, his “Qides”, and the new version of
“Hyperion”. In 1820 Keats published his third volume of poems and sailed
for ltaly in an effort to recover his health. He died in Rome.

Kipling, Joseph Rudyard (1865-1936) Poct and author. Born in
Bombey, he was engaged as a journalist in India in 1882-1889. During
these years he wrote prose and verse which depicted vividly contem-
porary British rule in India. “Departmental Ditties”, “Plain Tales from
the Hills”, “Under the Deodars” ete. Moving to England he published
“The Light that Faded’ (1890) and “Barrack Room Ballads™ (1892).1n
1892-1896 Kipling lived largely in the USA, where he produced the
short stories “Many Inventions”, the two “Jungle Books” and “Cap-
lains Courageous”. Before the First World War he published “Kim”
(1901), “Just So Stories” (1902) etc. He won the Nobel Prize in 1907
aud his ashes rest in Westminster Abbey,

Lawrence, David Herbert (1885-1930) Poet and novelist. His ear-
liest novel, “The White Peacock™ appeared in 1911, but he first atiracted
attention with semiautobiographical “Sons and Lovers™ (1913), followed by
“The Rainbow™ which was suppressed for obscenity. His other works ir-
clude “Women in Love”, (1921), “Kangaroo” (1923) and “Lady Chatter-
ley’s Lover” (1928), a scandalous novel, published in fall only afier 1960.
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Milton, John (1608-1674), one of the greatest English poets, was
born in a Puritan family. He went to schoo] at St. Paul’s, a famous
Engtish school and when he was seventeen he entered Christ’s Col-
lege, Cambrige, mastered Greek and Latin literature completely, learned
French, ltalian and Spanish and studied the latest theorics of scicnce.,
At the age of forty-three he became completely and incurably blind.
His greatest work “Paradise Lost™, the greatest long poem in the lan-
guage, takes in the boundless space of Heaven, Earth and Hell. Iis
subject s the fall of Lucifer (satan) and the fall of man, But the great-
ness of the poem lies not in the “story” but in the supreme power and
nobility of the language, in the mighty music of the verse, in the spirit
that mspires the whole work, “Paradise Lost” was followed by two
other great works: “Paradise Regained” and the drama “Samson Ago-
nestes”.

Maugham William Somerset (1874-1965) was born in Paris.
His parents died when he was very little and the boy was brought up by
his uncle, a clergyman. At ithe age of ten he was sent to England to
attend school. Then he went abroad to study at the Universityof Heidel-
berg from which he returned to England and became a medical student
at St. Thomas’s hospital in Londen. His first work was “Liz of Lam-
beth” (1897) and after that, although he had taken his degree in medi-
cine, Maugham decided to devote his life to literature. He travelled
widely to afl parts of the world and wherever he was, he always sought
material for his books.

He wrote 24 plays, 19 novels and a large number of short stories, in
addition to travel works and autobiographies.

His most prominent works are: “Of Human Bondage” (1915), “The
Moon and Sixpence” (1919), “Theatre” (1937) etc.

Realistic portrayal of life, keen character observation and interest-
ing plots coupled with beautiful expressive language place Somerset
Maugham on a level with the greatest English writers of the 20* centu-
ry,

Shaw, George Bernard (1856-1950) Irish dramatist and literary
critic. He came to London in 1876 where he joined the newly-born
“Fabian Scciety” in 1884, From 1879 to 1883 Shaw wrote five novels
and his first play, ‘Widowers” Houses’, appeared in 1892. His other
ptays mciude “Devil’s Disciple” (1901), “John Buli’s Other Island”
(1904), “Pygmalion” (1916), “Heartbreak ITouse” (1917) and “Back to
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Moethuselah™ (1921), which deals with social evolution. Among the plays
of his later output are “St Joan® (1924) and “The Apple Cart” (1929).
Shaw’s individual opinions, witty and sometimes rather extravagant,
found expression in voluminous prefaces to his plays and numerous
socialist pamphlets. In 1925 he received the Nobe! Prize.

Shelley, Percy Bysshe (1792-1822) Lyric poet. He was cducat-
ed at Eton and Oxford University wherc his collaboration in a pamphlet
on “The Necessity of Atheism”™ (1811 ) caused his expulsion. In 1814 he
left England with Mary Wallstonecraft Godwin, herself a writer, whom
he married after his first wife had drowned herself. “Alastor”, written
in 1815, was followed by the epic “The Revolt of Islam”. Living in
Italy, Shelley produced the tragedy “T'he Cenci” (1819) and the lyric
drama “Prometheus Unbound” (1 820). His best known lyrics are “To
a Skylark”, “Ode to the West Wind” and “The Cloud”. In July he was
drowned while sailing and his ashes were buried in Rome.

Stevenson, Robert Louis (1850-1894) Novelist, poet and travel-
writet. In spite of very poor health, he was all his life an enthusiastic
traveller. Fame came to him with “Treasure Island™, written in 1883,
His other works include “Kidnapped” and “Catriona”, its sequel, “Dr
Jekyll” and Mr 1lide™, “The Black Arrow™ etc. Stevenson produced a
few books of poems, among them “A Child’s Garden of Verses” and
“Underwoods™. Owing to his bad health he was unable to live in En-
gland and eventually settled in Samoa. He died and was buried on the
island where he had been nicknamed by the natives “The Teller of
Tales”,

Swift, Jonathan (1667-1745) Writer and An glican clergyman, born
in Dublin of English parents, He crossed to England and stayed therc
until 1699 holding a secretarial post. His satirical “Tale of a Tub”, com-
posed between 1696 and 1699, was published anonymously in 1704,
one of its parts was the mock-heroic “Battle of the Books”. Swift’s
greatest salire, “Gulliver’s Travels” was published in 1726 and won
immediate success, In 1739 a great celebration was held in his honour
in Dublin, but he began to fail physically and later suffered a paralvtic
stroke. After his death, he was buried in St Patrick’s Cathedral where
he had held the post of dean since 1714,
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66. THE BRITISH PAINTERS
Joseph Mallord William Turner

William Turner, a great romantic English landscape painter, was born
in Devonshire in 1775. He lived with his uncie in Middlesex, where he
began to attend school. His first drawings are dated 1787 where he
was only twelve years of age. His childish sketchbooks, filled with draw-
ings, are still preserved in the British Museum,

When he was 21, he began to exhibit oil paintings as well as water
colours at the Royal Academy. The first, “Fishermen and Sea” is now
in the Tate Gallery.

He traveled much in France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy. But he
never lost interest in his own country.

As a landscape painter Turner was interested mainly in light and
colour effects. One of his famous paintings is even called “Light and
Colour”. His work is high praised by great critics.

He was the most traditional artist of his time as well as the most
original: traditional it his devotion to the Old Masters and original in his
creation of new styles. It is sometimes said that he prepared the way
for the impressionists.

Turner died in London in 1851. His pictures and drawings became
the property of the British nation. He is one of the world’s greatest
paintcrs.

John Constable

John Constable, one of the greatest landscape painters, was born in
Suffolk, June 11, 1776. He was the son of a wealthy miller.

He began to take an interest in landscape painting whilc he was at
grammar school. His father did not favour art as profession. As a boy
Constable worked almost secretly, painting in the cottage of an amateur
painter. His keen artistic interest was such that his faiher allowed him
to visit London in 1795, where bhe began to study painting. In 1799
Coustable entered the Royal Academy of Arts in London.

Constable’s art developed slowly. He tried to make his living by
portraits. His heart was never in this and he achieved no popularity.
Constable was a realist. He put into his landscape the cattle, horses, the
people working there, the smiling meadows, the sparkle of the sun in
rain, the stormy clouds.
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Constable is famous for his loving paintings of the English country-
side, which he sketched from nature. Among his best canvases are
“Flatford Mill”, “Stradford Mill”, “The Leaping Horse”, “The Corn-
ticld™, “Salisbury Cathedral”, “Waterloo Bridge” etc.

in England Constable never received the recognition that he was
due. The French were the first to acelaim him pubticly. His influence
upon foreign painting schools has been powerful. Constable may truly
be considered the father of modern landscape painting.

William Hogarth _

Wiltiam Logarth (1697-1764) was a great English painter and en-
graver. Ile was born in London. His father was a schoolmaster, From
chifdhood, Hogarth showed a talent for drawing. He was apprenticed
toasilverplate engraver until 1720. Then he went into his own business
as an engraver. He also studied painting at the art school of Sir James
Thornhill, and in 1729 he marred Thormhil I’s daughter.

He first became famous for the series of six paintings “The Harlot’s
Progress”, completed in 1731, This was followed by two other series,
“A Rake’s Progress”, eight paintings and “Marriage a Ja Mode”, six
paintings. He made engravings of al] these,

Hogarth wanted his paintings to be like a play. He wanted his paint-
ings to be his stage and the men and women he drew to be his actors
and to tell a story. He tried to have them tell their story by certain
actions and movements. e is often humorous in the way he drew
things. They show wit and are often entertaiming. '

- Hogarth is also famous as a portrait painter. Ilis portraits show the
same harmony in colour, direct handling of subject and excellent com-
position as his storytelling pictures. Some of his more famous portraits
are of Peg Woflington, himself with his dog, his sister Mary, of David
Garrik, a well known English actor etc.

Most of Hogarth’s pictures are kept in the National Gallery in London,
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67. TRAFALGAR SQUARE AND ADMIRAL NELSON

Tn 1805 the British fleet under Horatio Nelson, commander-in-Chief
deteated the allied French and Spannish fleet in a great naval battle at
Cape Trafalgar, the most south-westerly point of Spain. This was a
triumphant victory of the British nation over Napoleon, At Nelson’s
instruction, the famous signal was hoisted on the flagship: “England
expects that every man will do his duty”.

Floratio Nelson (1758-1805) entered the Royal Naval College in 1771
at the age of twelve, [le studied excellently and passed his lieutenent’s
examination in 1777. Nelson’s bravery as a naval commander was nev-
er doubted by his contemporaries. He always led his men by his own
example. He first made his name at the baitle of St Vincent in February

1797, during which he captured two ships. During the wars against
France in the 1790s he took part in many sea baitles.and lost his right
arm and sight in his right eve. Besides his personal bravery Nelson was
a skilful commander enjoing great love and devotion of the men who
served under him: they were ready to die for him.

He died in 1805, in the battle at Trafalgar but before his death he
learned that he had won a great victory. To commemorate the victory
of Admiral Lord Ncison at Trafalgar, Trafalgar Square was constructed
and the Nelson’s column was erected in 1842 in memory of this great
mart..

The statue of Nelson on the top of the column was made by a well-
known English sculptor Edward Buileg. Round the base there are four
bronze carvings representing scenes from famous naval batties. In 1867
four great lions were piaced at the foot of the Nelson Column.

In the north side of Trafalgar Square stands the National Gallery,
one of the world’s leading art galleries, comprising extensive colicctions
of various European schools of art. The square is popular with visitors
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who come to relax, watch pavement artists or cat their lunch and feed
the pigeons.

Like Hyde Park, Trafalgar Square is often reforred to in the British
press as a place where masg meetings and demonstrations are heid.
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68. KING ALFRED THE GREAT

Alfred the Great, who is considered the first king of England, is
remembered for two important things: saving from distruction by the
invading Danes, and his dedication to education: He brought peace to
his country and restored the centres of learning,

For two hundred years the English people were at war with the
Danes coming from Denmark and the Norseman. King Alfred of the
Saxon Kingdom of Wessex first took part in the battles when he was a
boy of sixteen. After King Saint Ethalfred’s death the Witan (the mect-
ing of wise men) passed over his two sons and elected his younger
brother Alfred King. The Witan’s duty was to select kings from the
royal house, but it was not necessarily the heir who was selected. The
Witan, so it turned out, chose well, for Alfred proved to be a great ruler.
He organized resistance to the Vikings and built a fleet of ships and
fortifications on the coasts; under his leadership the small kingdoms
were united to fight against the invaders."After years of effort he de-
feated them at the Battle of Edington.

King Aifred was not only an able warrior and administrator but also
a dedicated scholar. After the victory over the Danes he promoted ed-
ucation, opened schools for the nobility and asked scholars to translate
into English masterpieces of world literature; his own translations from
Latin are part of the earliest English literature. He is also famous for
working out the English code based on the Bible. He started the Anglo-
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Saxon Chronicle, which was a record of events in his kingdom and may
be calted the first history of England.

King Alfred is known as “Alfred the Great” — the orly monarch in
English history to be given this name.
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69. QUEEN ELIZABETHI

Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603), the last of the Tudor monarchs,
was the daughter of Henry VHI. She received an excellent classical
education. She could read Latin and Greek and spoke French and Ital-
ian fluently.

She became queen in [558. Elizaboth was an intelligent; courageous
and determined woman. People often called her “Good Queen Bess™,

Elizabeth made her Girst task the settlement of England’s religious
affairs. She was determined to stop religious struggle. She tried to grad-
ually spread Protestant religion without offending the Catholics too much.
But the sruggle between Catholics and Protestans continucd and cn-
dangercd Elizabeth’s position. Some Catholic nobles wished to replace
her with the queen of Scotland Mary Stuart, who was a Catholic. Mary,
usually called Queen of Scots, was the heir to the English throne be-
cause she'was Elizabeth’s closest relation. Mary had poweful enemics
in Scotland and had to escape to England. Elizabeth kept her in the
Tower of London as a prisoner for nearly twenty years. During this
time several Catholic plots were discovered which aimed at making
Mary quecn of Eingland. Finally Elizabeth had to agree to Mary’s cxe-
cution int 587 :

During Elizabetlt’s reign England became a strong and united nation,
a great sea power. The famous “Sea Dogs”, such men as Drake and
Raleigh, challenged the power of Spain at sea. They made daring raids
on the Spanish colonies in America and captured Spanish sh ips that
carried treasures from the New World to Spain. Although Llizabeth
tried to avoid war she was fearless in emergency. When the Spanish
etivasion threatened she called the country to arms with the famous
words: “I know [ am a weak woman but [ have the heart of a king —
and a King of England too!™ She said the she was ready” to live or die
amengst you for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my people...”
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The two fleets, English and Spanish were fighting for six days, and
on August 9, 1588, the Spanish Armada was defeated. Only half the
ships of the Armada returned to Spain. It was a great victory for En-
gland,

Her long reign called the Lilizabethan Fra was one of the greatest
perieds of Lnglish fiterature. Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe
and William Shakespeare were only a few of the many writers who
crealed their great works at that time. Elizabeth’s court became a cen-
tre of culture for English musicians, pocts, scholars and artists. The
English were proud of their country and their queen.
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70. QUEEN VICTORIA

(ueen Victoria (1819-1961) ascended to the throne in 1837 on
the death of her uncle William IV and reigned until her death 1n 1961,
She was the longest-reigning monarch in English history. She marricd a
German Prince Albert of Saxc-Coburg, and had four sons and five daugh-
ters by him. Prince Albert dicd at the age of forty-two in 1861, She
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could not get over her sorrow at his death and for many years was on
retirement, refusing to be seen in public and staying a good deal of time
at Balmoral Castle in the Scottish Highlands and at Osbome House in
the isle of Wight, her favourite places, both designed by Prince Albert,

This was a dangerous thing to do, her opponents began to think that
the monarchy would die and the newspapers criticized her. However,
the queen’s advisers persuaded her to take a more public interest in the
business of the kingdom. The result was amazing. She soon became
cxtraordinarily popular, By the time Victoria died the monarchy was
betier foved among the British than it had ever been before,

Onie important step 1o popularity was the publication in 1868 of the
gueen’s book “Our tife in the Highlands™. The book was the queen’s
own diary, with drawings, of her life with Prince Albert at Balmoral
Castle. it delighted the public, in particolar the growing middle classes.
They had never known anything of the life of the monarch, and they
enjoyed being able to stare it. The queen also wrote about the servants
as 1l they werec members of her tamily.,

in 1851 Queen Vicloria opened the Great Exhibition of the Indus-
tries of All Nations in the Crystat Palace in Londen. The aim of the
cxhibition was 1o show the world the greatness of Britain’s industry.

Tn 1867 she was proclaimed Empress of India by Disraeli, the then
prunc minister,

During her reign Britain’s colonial expansion reached its zenith, though
the older dominions, such as Canada and Australia were granted inde-
pendence (1867-1901), respectively. Her diamond jubilee in 1897 be-
came a historical event in Britam. She died at Osborne [Mouse and was
buried at Windsor.

Queen Victoria was also popular in BEurope. She became known as
the Grandmother of Europes after marrying members of her family into
many royal houses of Europe, Among her grandchildren were Emperor
Witliam {f of Germany, and Alexandra, wife of Tsar Nicholas 1 of Rus-
sia.
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71, OLIVER CROMWELL

The 17* century was a time of great conflict between king and
Parliament and in the end it came to an open fight.

The king of England was Charles I, a young man who wanted to
rule without Parliament. He needed money for wars but Parliament
refused to give it. [n 1642 Charles I tried to arrest some members of
Parliament but could not do it. Then he left Parfiament and never came
back as a king. Members of Parliament decided to build up an army to
fight against the king and gave money to teach the soldicrs. But cour-
age alone was not enough to win the baitles. It was necessary to have
a strong leader who would train the army and lead it. And such a leader
was found. It was Otiver Cromwell,

Oliver Cromwell was bora in 1599, at the end of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, in one of the Eastern Counties of England. He was over
forty-one when he first appeared in public life as member for the town
of Cambridge in the Long Parliament which met at the end of 1640, He
dicd eighteen years later in 1658, a little short of his sixtieth year. He
was buried in Westminster Abbey but his body was removed in 1661
alter the Restoration.

In these eighteen years in Parliament and outside he had wrestled
with grave religious and political problems; he had made himselfa great
soldier and ridden from victory to victory in nine long years of war, from
the middle of 1642 to the end of 1651; and finally, for the last five years
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ofhis life, when he was already weary and spent, he had carried on his
shoulders the general burden of government, as “His Highness the Pro-
tector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and ircland”™. And
he raised England’s status once more to that of a Icading European
power from the decline it had gone through since the death of Queen
Elizabeth 1.

He wasarough man, unskilful asa speaker but known for his stren gth
of character and his deep sincerety and religions feeling.

Cromwell trained his soldiers in complete obedicnce, filled them with
the desire to fight for freedom, Parliament and religion.

Many thousands of soldiers were killed during the Civil War. In the
battle near the town of York the Parli amentary army won a victory and
the king’s army was defeated. Charles | was brought to irial in London
and accused of having made war on his people and of being an enemy
of his country. He was found guilty and sentenced to death. [n January
1649 Charles [ was beheaded. In the same month the Parliamentary
government came to Power and proclaimed England a republic. And
Cromwell got the title of Lord Protector.

Cromwell ruled the country firmly but he did not like to be contra-
dicted and finally dismissed Parliament. During the last years of his life
he became a dictator who ruled the country without the council of the
people. The best that can be said for Cromwell is that this period was
transitory. And, besides, he did it because he knew that this was the
only means of bringing order and peace in England. Last vear of his life
was a period of the decline of military power, of return to the civilian
traditions of English life.... but this period did not last, as Cromwelt
died. His death was foliowed by political instability which led to the
demand for the restoration of monarchy. In 1660 the newly clected
Parliament invited Charles I1, the son of the cxecuted king, to occupy
the English throne. Thus, the English Republic, the first republic in Bu-
rope, did not justity the hopes of the people.
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72. SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL _

Sir Winston Churchil!, grandson of the Duke of Marlborough, was
born in 1874. His father was Lord Randolph Churchill and his mother
was an American.

Young Winston did not like school much, but he enjoyed reading, and
English became his favourite subject. Already at school he was an ex-
cellent essay writer. Sixty years later, in 1953 he received the Nobel
Prize for Literature in recognition of his historical studies (The History
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of the English-speaking People). _
At the age of twenty Churchill became an officer in the British army.
It was a time when the great British Empire had reached the height of
its power, and for most Englishmen the future seemed happy and bright.
“All the days were good and each day better than the other”, said
Churchill.
In 1899 war broke out in South Africa between the Boers, the descen-
dants of Dutch settlers, and the English. The Boers, who were fanmers,
saw English gold-diggers coming in Jarge numbers into their country and
determined to drive them out. Churchill was appointed war correspondent.
When he reached South Africa, the Boers had already won several batiles.
Churchill travelled to the front at once. After hard fighting he was taken
prisoner by the Boers. For Chuechill, who could not live without action,
prison life was terrible and with nothing in his pocket but a little money, he
climbed out of prison and escaped. He reached the British lines and to his
own surprise was looked upon as a hero. When he returned to England he
decided to enter politics and he was elected Mermnber of Parliament at the
age of twenty-six. His first speech in the House of Commons was in favour
of the Boers. He always showed gencrosity towards a beaten enemy.

n 1911 the Prime Minister made Churchill First Lord of the Admi-
ralty. He hield that position when the First World War began in 1914,
Since then Churchilf held various positions ia the government.

In 1940 during the Second World War, Churchill became Prime Min-
ister and Parliament heard him make his famous appeal for greater
efforl: “1 have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat™... “You
ask, what is our 2im? [ can answer in one word: Victory — victory at all
costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory however long and hard the
road may be, for without victory there 1s no survival”... Churchill gave
the courage to fight. He ordered the Royal Air Force to clear the sky
over Cagland of German planes and made Hitler give up his plan of
landing in Britain. For a whole year Churchill and the British people
siood alone against Germany until in 1941 first Russia and then the
USA became Britian’s ailies. During the war he travelled endlessly,
establishing close ties with the leaders of other nations and coordinated
amilitary strategy which finally brought about Hitler’s defeat.

His tireless efforts gained admiration from all over the world. Yt

during the 1945 elections he was defeated by the Labour Party, which
ruled untif 1951, Churchill regained his power in 1951 and led Britain
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once again until 1955 when ill health forced him to resign.

After the war Churchill made a number of speeches in which he
stongly supported the idea of a united Europe. In recognition of his
work‘ for‘l:‘,urope he was awarded the “Karl’s Prize”. ?

Sir Winston Churchill died in 1965 at the age of 90, mouened by his

country and honoured by the whole world. His deat
y and h . His death >d the es
oot Dot bty ith marked the end of
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73. MARGARET THATCHER

Margaret Thatcher was born in 1925 in Lincelnshire. The daughter
of a shopkeeper, was an enormously industrious girl. She was an excel-
lent student and won a scholarship to Oxford to study chemistry. She
took two degrees — in chemistry and law. For a time she worked as a
research chemist until she met and married Denis Thatcher, a success-
ful businessman. Ier fascination with politics led her into Parliament at
age 34 in 1959. From 1970 to 1974 she was Sccretary of State for
Education. Her quick mind led her up through the Tory ranks. In 1975
she became leader of the Conservative Party which was the Opposi-
tion. In 1979 she beat the Labour Party and took office as Prime Min-
ister, Britain’s {irst woman Prime Minister,

Thatcher privatized publicly-owned industries and made cuts in State
education, hospitals, and welfare benefits. Among her first fights was a
siruggle against Britain’s out-of-control trade unions which had destroyed
three governments in succession, Thatcher turned the nation’s anti-
union feeling into a handsome parliamentary majority and a mandate to
restrict union priviledges by a series of laws that effectively ended Brit-
ain’s trade-union problem once and for all: “Who governs England?’
She famously asked as unions struggled for power. By 1980, everyone
knew the answer: Thatcher governs.

After the union citadel had been stormed, Thatcher sct about priva-
tizing the nationalized industries. And it worked. British Airways, that
very seldom showed a profit, was privatized and transformed into one
of the world’s best and most profitable airiincs.

By the mid-1980s, privatization was a new term in world govern-
ment and by the end of the decade more than 50 countries, on almost
every continent bad sct in motion privatization programs. Governments
sent administrative and legal teams to Britain to study how it was done.
It was perhaps Britain’s biggest contribution to practical economics in
the world. In 1982 Britain became involved in war with the Falklands
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which ended in an undeclared victory of Britain in the Falklands. After
the victory in the Falklands, she had an image of a strong, authorilative
leader. In the 1983 election campaign, she won with 4 large majority of
votes. In 1987 she won her term as Prime Minister defeating the La-
bour Party; She resigned in 1990.

‘Thatcher became a world figure not only for her politics. She was
called the ‘lron Lady’. She combined a flamboyant willpower with evi-
dent temininity. 1t attracted universal attraction. Fidelity like courage, loy-
alty and perseverance were cardinal virtues to her, which she possessed
in the highest degree. People from all over the world began to look at her
methods and achievements closely and to seck to imitate them.
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74. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

The last hall of the 16® and the beginning of the 17% centurics are
known as the golden age of English literature. 1t was the time of the English
Renaissance and sometimes it is even called “the Age of Shakespeare”.

William Shakespeare, the greatest and most famous of English writ-
ers and propably the greatest playwright who has ever hived, was born
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i Stradford-on-Avon on Aprik 26, 1564, 1t is paradoxical that in spite of
his fame very hittle is known about his life,

He attented Stratford’s grammar school which still stands. When
little over eighteen be married Anne Hathaway and had three children,
a boy and two girls.

We do not know when or why Shakespeare left Stratford for Lon-
don or what he was doing before becoming a professionat actor or
dramatist in the capital. ITe probably arrived in London in 1586 or 1587.

Later, Shakespeare became an actor and joined one of the chicf
acting companies. Soon he began to write plays lor this company and in
a few years became a well-known author.

In 1599 the company of actars with which Shakespeare worked
built a new theatre, the “Globe” which started the golden age of the
theatre in England. Tt was built on the south bank of the Thames. The
“Globe” theatre is most closely associated with Shakespcare’s plays.
Most of Shakespeare’s plays were not published in his lifetime. So some
of them may have been fost in the fire when the “Globe™ burned down
in 1613.

Shakespeare’s expertence as an actor (though heusually acted only
small parts), his knowledge of the stage and, of course, his poetical
genius mainly made his plays the most wonderful ones ever writlen.
He, more perhaps than any other writer, made full use of the great
resources of the English language. Most of the English use about five
thousand words in their normal employment of English. Shakespeare in
his works used about twenty-five thousand! Every Englishman (and not
only an Linglishman) has some knowledge, however slight, of the work
of this grealest writer. Words, phrases and quotations from Shakes-
peare’s writinngs have become part of the common property of English-
speaking people,

Shakespeare wrote poetry (sonnets) and 37 plays. Amoeng them are
deep tragedies, such as “Hamlet”, “King Lear”, “Othelln”, *Macbeth”;
Jight comedies. such as “The Merry Wives of Windsor”, “All’s Well
That Ends Well”, “Twelvth Night”, “Much Ado About Nothing”, histor-
ical dramus, such as “Henry 1V”, “Richard [II”.

Shakespeare spent fast years of his life in Stradford where he died
m 1616 and was buried in “Holy Trinity Church” in Stradford. A mon-
ument was erected to the memory of the great playwright in the Poet’s
Corner in Westminster Abbey.
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Shakespeare created a new epoch in world literature, No other writer
or poet of the world has ever had popularity of such an astounding
scale. No other writer or poct has evoked a tithe of the editions, com-
mentaries and speculations. For neatly four centuries Shakespeare bas
remaincd one of the best known playwrights and poets in the world. His
poetry and people (Macbeth, Gthello, Hamlet, Falstaft and all the oth-
ers) have long delighted not just the English but lovers of literature ev-
erywhere. As his conlemporary Ben Johnson once said, Shakespeare,
{Swan of Avon as he was called by Ben Jonson), “belongs not to the
century but to all times,”

William Shakespeare has been voted the Man of the Millennium for
Britain. He is considered to have been the most influential figure in
Britain for the last millennium.
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75. SHAKESPEARE’S BIRTHPLACE

Stratford-on-Avon, where Shakespeare was born, is now one of the
most popular tourist centres. But it was not so many years ago. n the
18th century only a few relics of Shakespeare were left - his tomb,
New Place (a large house which was built in place of Shakespeare’s
own house), the mulberry tree that he had planted and his birthplace.

People from London and other places came to see these relics. Most
of them came to New Place where they wanied to scc the famous
mulberry tree in the garden.

The owner of New Place wasn’t much interested in Shukespeare.
He didn’t like the fact that so many visitors came to his house asking to
see the mulberry tree, So 1 1756 he cut down the tree and his life
became quiet. '

But jt didn’t last long. The people who came to Stratford-on-Avon to
see Shakespeare’s tree at first were surpriscd, then they got so angry
that the owner of New Place had to lecave Strat{ord.

After Stratford lost one of the most famous relics of Shakespeare,
the city fathers decided to do semething to attract people there. They
asked the greatest actor of the time David Garrick to organize a festival
in Stratford,

Garrik planned to do it in the first week of September, 1769. He want-
ed the festival to be the greatest outdoor festival staged in England.

At six o’clock in the morning on Wednesday Scptember 6 the festi-
val was opened. Many people came to Stratford. The first day was
successful and Garrick was happy. On the second day it rained hard.
The second-day evening ended as it began — in the rain.

On the third day all the people left Stratford, Garrick returned to
London very sad. But his festival was the beginning of a tradition. Strat-
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ford is now famous for its Shakespearc festivals. Every year a lot of
people come to Stratford for the Festival season which lasts from April
1o Seplember,

Today the world travels to the Avon, a river which Shakespeare
never mentioned by name. Avon water has been solemnly bottled and
sent over 1o Americd to anoint the foundations of a new theatre. There
is no other such literary or theatrical pilgrimage in the world, no compa-
rable Mccea of the Muse.
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76. CHARLES DICKENS

Charles Dickens is one of England’s greatest novelists. Born into a
poor family, he became both rich and famous during his lifetime. Charles
Dickens, like Shakespeare before him, only intended to write in order to
make a good living and please the most number of readers, but the
product far exceeded the purpose and many would consider Dickens
the foremost novelist of the language. '

Charles Dickens was born in 1812 into the family of a clerk. He got
his primary education at a small school in Chatham and from his mother
who was a well-educated woman. His father was a very clever man
but he always spent more money than he received. When Charle's was
10 years old his family moved to London. Mr. Dickens was heavily in
debt and finally was taken to a debtors’ prison. So little Charles began
to work at a blacking factory in the East End of London. That was the
beginning of Charles’ hard life and was the most unhappy time ofail his
life. Later he learned shorthand and did some reporting in the Housc of
Commons for newspapers. He went all over the country, getting news,
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writing stories and meeting people.

In 1837 he published his first novel “The Posthumous Papers of the
Pickwick Club”. The book was a great snccess and the young reporter
became a fumous writer. Then he published novel after novel — “Oliver
Twist”, “Dombey and Son”, “Nicholas Nickleby”, “David Copperfield”
and others. At the same time he was editing newspapers and maga-
zines, visiting America, Italy, Switzerfand, France. In the last vears of
his life he began to meet with his readers and to give public readings
from his books.

His bocks telf us about the hard life of the common people in En-
gland of that time who he foved humorously and understandingly. He
shows a great moving picture of everyday life and everyday people.
And we befieve in his characters because he believed in them himself.
iTis novels are a sharp criticism of social injustice. He had seen much
evil as a child and burned with the desire to fight it. When we read his
books, we sometimes laugh but we often want to cry.

The writer’s continual work brought about his sudden death in 1870,
He was buried in Westminster Abbey and as he wished it, with nothing
on the stone except his name “Charles Pickens”.

Charles Dickens had popularily in his own days, he has it in ours too
and it is believed that he will keep that popularity as long as English is
read.
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77. ROBERT BURNS

Robert Burns, a famous Scotiish poct, was born is Scotland in 1759
His father was a poor farmer. There were seven children in the family
and Robert was the eldest. His father was a kind person and knew the
value of good education. He tried to give his children the best education
he couid afford. His mother had a beautiful voice and often sang songs
and told many folk-tales to her children. Roberl remembered his toth-
er’s songs and stories all his life.

He was sent to school at the age of six. He liked reading and read
whatever he could fay his hands on. His favourite writers were Shakes-
peare, Swolett, Robert Fergusson a talented Scoltish poet whose tragic
late deeply touched Burns and he devoted many verses to Fergusson.

He began to write poetry when he was fifteen. He composed vers-
es to the melodies of old folk songs, of mourntains, woods and field of his
native land. He wrote about people, about everyday life. Some of his
poems were published in 1786 and the success was complcte. Robert
Burns became well-known and popular.

Then Burns moved to Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland. A new and
enltarged edition of his poecms was published. But he didn’t stay there
fora long time and returned to his native village with enough moncy 1o
buy a farm and marry the woman she loved - jean Armaur, Burns
develed to Jean many beautiful poems, such as “I love my Jean”, “Bon-
ny Jean”,

Robert Burn’s poems were very popular even in his lifetime, but he
always remained poor. He worked hard and destroved his health. He
died at the age of 37 in 1796.

Robert Burn’s poems and verses inspired Beethoven, Schuman, Men-
delson and other composers who wrote music to them.

1e took part in creating a book of old Scottish folk songs, writing
words Tor many melodics, He is the author of the words of the song
“Auld Lang Syne”, which Scottish people sing on the New Year Day.

The most popular poems by Robert Burns are: “The Tree of Liber-
U7, "My Heart is in the Highlands”, “A Red, Red Rose™ and many
others.
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78. CHARLOTTE BRONTE

Charlotte Bronte was born in a small town in Esgland in 1816. Her
father was a clergyman, Charlotte and her sisters, Emilyand Ann had a
very hard life, from early childhood they knew poverty and very hard
work. As children, the sisters were kept at home for much of the time
and had very little contact with their people in the village, They and
their brother made up stories for cach other of imaginary people who
did wild, exciting and dangerous things. This imaginary world which
Charlotie called “the place beneath” became a way of escaping from
their dull and limited world. Another way of escape was through read-
ing. All three sisters became writers and their books arc published in
many countries.

Charlotte received her education at an orphanage (which she de-
seribed in her novel “Jane Eyre™). After that she worked as a LOVEr-
ess and a teacher.

The works of Charlotte Bronte, together with Charles Dickens, Wil-
fiam Thakeray and Elizabeth Gaskell are considered to belong to the
tine school of English realism of the first half of the 19th century,

I her works she wrote about the society she lived in and criticised
it. Her first novel “The Professor” was published only after Charlotte’s
death.

The best novel “Jane Eyre” published in 1847, is partly biographical.
Many of the {irst readers of “Jane Eyre” thought it was very shocking,
particularly when they discovered that it had been written by a wommars
(Charlotte first published it under another name), In 1849 the novel
“Shirley” was published. The last novel came out in 1833,

Charlotte Bronte died from tubercuiosis in 1855,
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79. ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

Sherlock Holmes first appeared in a book called “Study in Scarlet”.
He became famous in “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes™, first pub-
lished in the “Strand Magazine”. After that came a whole series of
books about him: *The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes”, “The Return of
Sherlock Holmes™, “The Hound of the Baskervitles”, and many others.
Many thousands of the Sherlock Holmes books are still sold every year.

Who mvented Sherfock Holmes? Arthur Conan Doyle was his in-
ventor. Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Scotland, of Irish pareats. He
was adocior. In 1882 he moved from Scotland to England, to Southsea,
near Portsmouth, to set up a practice. One of the doctors he worked
for, Dr. Joseph Bell, was the model for Sherlock Holmes’s friend, Dr.
Watson. Conan Doyle’s medicai knowledge was a great help to him in
his detective stories.

Conan Doyle started the fashion of the detective story. Today the fash-
iot goes on — with Simeon’s Inspector Maigret stories and the slories of
other writers,

And what sort ol man is Sherlock Holmes? We fearn a lot about him
from the stories in which he appears. He has a thin face and intelligent
cyes. He smokes a pipe (he has a collection of them). He plays the
violin He lives at 221 “B” Baker Street in London.

I you go 1o London, you will not be able to find 221 “B” Baker
Street. But instead, you can go (o a pub-called “The Sherlock Holmes”
in Northunberland Street (near Trafalgar Squarc). In the pubthercisa
room like Shuariock Holmes’s room at 221 “B” Baker Street, as de-
scribed in Conan Doyle’s stories. There is also a stuffed head of a
hound. L is said to be the original “hound ol the Baskervilles”.

After more than hundred years Sherlock Holmes is stifl the most
Tamous detective in the world, _

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle first created his famous character, Sherlock
Itolmes, in 1885, Six years later, when hc wrote anather group of slo-
ries about the detective, Sherlock Holmes was the name that every-
bady knew.
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80. GEORGE GORDON BYRON

“He was himself the beginning, the middile, and
the end of all his poetry, the hero of every tale, ihe
chief object in every landscape .

B Macauley

George Gordon Byron, one of the greatest Englishmen, is not limited
by the age he lived in and like Shakespeare belongs to all time. Byron
stands as the symbol of liberty and the European Romantic movement
both as a man and as a poet.

Lord Byron was born on 22 January, 1788 in an old aristocratic but
poor family. His father was known as “Mad Jack” Byron as scandal of
one sort or another tollowed him through life. His mother, Catherine Gor-
don of Gight, was Scottish. His father died penniless in 1791, The widow
with her three-year-old child had to return to her native Scotland, Aber-
deen, where Byron lived until 1798. At the age of ten he inherited the title
ol Lord and veturned to Lngland. He fived in the family castle which was
situated near Nottingham. He went to school in Dulwich and then to
Harrow. In 1805 he went up to Trinity College, Cambbridge. When he
was 21, he became a member of the House of Lords.

[n 1815 he married Arabella Milbanke, but they were separated af-
ter & year. Then his enemies scized the opportunity and began to perse-
cute him. His relationship with his half sister Augusta became the talk
of the socicty, Byron was accused of immorality and in 1816 he lefi
England and went to Switzerland where he made friends with his great
contemporary, the poet Percy B. Shelley. Then he settled in Italy where
he supported Italian revolutionary movernent against the Austrian rule,
In 1823 he left for Greece to tight for the liberation movement from
lurkish oppression. There he contracted a fever, fell seriously ill and
died on April 19, 1824. Deeply mourned all over Greece, he became a
symbol of liberation struggle and Greek national hero.

Byron’s creative work can be divided into four periods, During the
London period (1807-1816) he wrote his first collection of poems *Hours
of Tdleness” that was well received, but with the publication of the first
two cantoes of “Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage” in 1812 he became famous
overnight. As onc of his contemporaries commented: “Lord Byron came
into fashion”, he awoke to find his book on every table. In this period he
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created his famous lyrics “Hebrew Melodies *“ and “Oriental poems”.

Inthe Swiss period (18 16 May-October) Byron wrote the third can-
to of “Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage”, “The Prisoner of Chillon” and the
philosophic drama “Manfred”.

During the Italian period (1816-1823) he created the last canto of
“Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage” and novel in verse “Don Juan”, which
contains all Byron’s best qualities: his magnificent, ironic detachment,
his humour, his vitality and his zest for life. Few pocts could express
love so0 forcibly as he did. The book takes in the whole of European
society as Byron leads his hero through a series of adventures, ranging
from Spain to Turkey and from Russia to England and gives a great
satirical panorama of the society of his time.

During the short months of the Greck.period (1823-1824) Byron
wrote some lyrical poems one of which is — “On This Day I Complete
My Thirty-Sixth Year”, the last yvear of his life.

A “luminary, dynamic force”, such was Byron to his contemporar-
ies. The greatest poet and personality, aristocrat who rebelled against
social injustice, a loyal friend and trenchant satirist, a man who not only
spoke about liberty but worked for it - such has remained Byron to all
ithe next genecrations to the present time.
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81. OSCAR WILDE

“The gods have given me atmost everything...” - wrote Oscar Wil-
de, farnous playwright and poet, author of “The Picture of Dorian Gray”
- his only novel and beautiful fairy tales; art critic and essayist. And in
all his works he expressed his aesthetic appoach 1o Jife and art, Indeed,
he was the most popular spokesman in the late 19th century advocating
the doctrine of aestheticisim which insisted that art should be primarily
concerncd with “art for art’s sake” and not with politics, religion, sci-
ence, morality. He was one of the best narrators, master of paradoxes
and attracted the attention of his audicnces by the brilliance of his con-
versation and his knowledge. Ile was called “Lord of Language™ by his
contemporaries,

Oscar Wilde was born in Dublin on October 16, 1854. His father
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was a famous [rish surgeon and his mother was well-known in Dublin
as a writer of verse and prose. _

At school and later at Oxford he displayed gift for art and the hu-
manilies, winning prizes and medals. While at the Universitv, Wilde be-
came one of the most famous personalities of the day, he wore his hair
long, decorated his room with different beautiful things. His witty say-
ings were well known among the students.

After graduating from the university, Wilde turned his attention to
writing, travelling and lecturing.

He earned the reputation of being the icader of the Aesthetic Move-
ment and an apostle of beauty: “Beauty is higher, indecd, than Genius
as it needs no explanation. The true mystery of the world is the visible,
not the invisible™,

His most famous works appeared over the next ten years. The most
popular are “T'he Happy Prince and Other Tales”, “The Picture of Dorian
Gray”, his comedies “Lady Windemere’s Fan®, “An ldeal Husband”,
“The Importance of Being Earnest”.

Inhis works, especially in his tales, he glorifies not only beauty, but
love, unsclfishness, kindness and generosity and despises egoisin and
greed.

At the height of his popularity and success tragedy struck. He was
accused of immorality and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, When
released from prison in 1897, he settled in Paris. He died in 1900, at the
age of forly-six. ITis tomb, sculptured by Sir Jacob Epstein is in Pere-
Lachaise Cemctery, Paris.
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82. AGATHA CHRISTIE

Agatha Christie is known all over the world as the Queen of Crime.
She wrote 78 crime novels, 19 plays and 6 romantic novels under the
name of Mary Westmacott. [Her books have been translated into 103
foreign languages. Many of her novels and short stories have been
fiimed.

Agatha Christie was born at Torquay, Devonshire. She was educat-
ed at home and took singing lessons in Paris. Her father was calied
trederick Miller, so she was born as Agatha Miller. In 1914 she married
Archie Christie. In 1926 they divorced. After the divorce she married a
British archacologist, Man Mallowan. This marriage proved to be a
happy one. Agatha wanted to stop using her former husband’s name.
But her publishers said that it would not be wise because the pame
Agatha Christie had already become well known to the public. So she
remained Agatha Christic to her readers for the rest of her life. She
began writing at the end of the First World War. Her first novel, “The
Mysterious AfTair at Styles”, was published in 1920, That was the first
appearance of Hercule Poirot, who became once of the most popular
private detectives since Sherlock Holmes. This little Belgian with the
eggshaped head and the passion for order amazes everyone by his pow-
erful iteficct and his brifliant solution to the most complicated ¢rimes.

Agatha Christic becamc generally recognised in 1926, afier the pub-
lishing of her novel “The Murder of Roger Ackroyd™. It is still consid-
ered her masterpiece.

After Hercule Poirot she invented Miss Marple, a deceptively mild
old lady with her own method of investigation.

Agatha Christie’s success with millions of readers lies in her ability
to combine clever plots with excellent character drawing and a keen
sense of humour with great power of obscrvation. Her plots always
muslead the reader and keep him in suspense. Tle cannot guess who the
criminalis. Fortunately evil is always conquered in her novels.

Agatha Christie’s language is simple and good.
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83. IMPORTANT PEOPLE -
BUILDERS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

Explorers, adventurers, seamen, soldiers, business men and politicians
—such were the men who built the British Empire and held it together
for more than three hundred years. - :

1. Sir Walter Raleigh {(1552-1618). One of the most briliiant men at
the court of Queen Elizabeth [ was Sir Walter Raleigh. As a yOURE
mian he fought in the Netherlands and Ireland. Then with the appoval
of the Queen , he planned to found the first English colonies in North
America. His expedition faifed, but Raleigh never lost interest in the
idea and formed a company to found colonies in the New World. His
cofforts prepared the way for late colonists,

Later Raleigh explored South America in a vain hope of finding the
legendary “City of Gold™, El Dorado, and in 1596-1597 he ted two
suceessful attacks against the Spaniards, Britain’s great rivals for sea
power. The death of Clizabeth meant Raleigh’s downfzll, for King James
I, who followed her, distrusted the bold adventurer and, after an unfair
trial, Raleigh was sentenced to death for treason.

For more than 12 years Raleigh lived as a prisoner in the Tower of
London, writing his History of the World. But all his efforts to gain the
King’s favour failed and he was executed in 1618.

2. Captain Cook (1728-1773). James Cook, the son of a Yorkshire
farm worlker, was apprenticed to a shopkeeper, but soon left this work
to go to sea. He was a good seaman and quickly rose to the rank of
captain,

Cook made many scientific expeditions to the Pacific. On one of
these he became the first white man to land on New Zealand. e also
explored the east coast of Australia, named it New South Wales, and
took possession of it in the name of his king. Today Australia and New
Zealand are both importanat members of the Commonwealth.
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On ail his expeditions Cook showed a friendly interest in the natives,
and his kindness usually won their confidence. Yel il was at their hands
that he finally met his death. In 1779 he made his last expedition to the
Pacilic, where he discovered the Hawaii Isfands. One day a small boat
was stolen from his ship, and Cook landed and demanded that the boat
should be given back. The natives suddenly attacked him, and before
he could return to his ship, he was struck down and kilied.

3. Robert Clive (1725-1774). “An ill-mannered good-for-nothing.”
That was what peopel called young Robert Clive. He had to remove
from four different schools because of his bad behaviour, and at last his
father decided to send the boy overseas to earn his living. So at the age
of 18, Robert Clive sailed to India as a clerk in the East India Company.

Thus began the career of the man who laid the foundation of the
British Empire in India. At that time India was divided into a number of
small states, and the French and British East India Companies were
fighting for power. Clive, who was fearless and a born seldier, joined
the army and soon became a captain. After a number of brilliant victories
againt the French, Clive suceeeded in defeating the powertul and cruel
Nawab of Bengal. By treaties of friendship with other Indian rulers he
gradually built up British powerin other parts of India, and in 1765 the
East india Company officially took over the government of Bengal,
with Clive as its governor.

Clive was hungry for power. He also madc a huge fortune, and his
enemies accused him of dishonesty in his dealings with the indian rulers.
His last years were spent in disgrace, but no one could deny that he
had been a just administrator, a great ruler, and a brilliant soldier.

4. Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902). Because of bad health Cecil Rhodes
was sent to South Africa at the age of 16. Within two years he had
made a fortune in the South African diamond rush; within five years he
was in control of big gold-mining interests. In 1881 he entered pelitics,
and nine years later he was Prime Minister of the Cape and the richest
and most powerful man in South Africa.

At that time the struggle for celonies in Africa was in full swing,.
Rhodes believed passionately that British rule was the best for the
people of Aftica and he used great power to gain large ferritories for
British including Bechuanaland and Rhodesia, which was named after
him. Rhodes’ efforts to extend British rule led to war with the Dutch
colonists in South Africa. Qut of this war a new state arose —the
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Union of South Africa. But Rhodes did not live to see it. He died in
1902 and was buried in Matoppo Hills of Rhodesia. His last words
were, “So much to do, so little done”.

Rhodes ieft his huge fortune to found the Rhodes Scholarships at
Oxford for students from the Commonwealth, the USA and Germany.

5. Jan Smuts (1870-1950). Born in South Africa of Dutch doscent,
Jan Smuts went to Cambridge in 1891 to study law. In 1895 he returned
to South Africa, where he became a strong opponent of British colonial
policy. During the Boer War (1899-1902) he fought against the British.
Later, as a minister of the new South African government, he worked
for better understanding between the Boers and the British.

During the (irst World War Smuts gave his full support to Britain
and in 1919 he became Prime Minister of South Africa. In 1924 he
was defeated by the Nationalist Party, which was strongly antiBritish.
At the beginning of the Second World War he was returned to power
and brovght his country into the war on the side of Britain.

He became the first Commonwealth officer to hold the rank of
Field Marshal.

In 1945 Smuts helped to draw up the charater of the United Nations
and a year later led his country’s delegation to the UN, In 1948 he was
antee again deleated by the Nationalists. Smuts spent the lust two years
of hixiife as the leader of the opposition, protesting strongly against the
government’s policy ol racial segregation. All his cfforts. however, were
n vain. Eleven years after his death South Africa left the Commonwealth
because of her racial policy, and declared herself a republic.
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$4. THE PROBLEM OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AND ECOLOGICAL ACTIVITY

Mankind long believed that whatever we did, the Earth would remain
the same. Now we know that it is untrue. Nature is under threat. One
country’s potlution can be every country’s problem. So we all need o
work together to safeguard our environment.

We have a moral duty to look atter our planct and hand it on in good
order to future generation. That docs not mean trying to halt economic
growth. We need growth to give us the means to live better and healthier
fives, We must not sacrifice our future well-being for short-term gains,
nor pile up environmental debts which will burden our children. Where
there arc real threats to our planet we have to take great care as
prevention can often be better and cheaper than cure,

Environmental protection is an international issue of great importance
and Great Britain pays much attention to it. There are nearly 500 000
protected buildings and 7000 conservation areas of architecture and of
historical interest in Gireat Britain, The government supports the work
of the voluntary sector in preserving the national heritage.

Total emissions of smoke in the air have fallen by 85 per cent since
1960. Most petrol stations in Britain stock unleaded petrol. The Government
is committed Lo the control of gases emission which damage the ozone
layer. They also contribuie to the greenhousc eftect, which leads to global
warming and a rise in sea levels, Britain stresses the need for studing the
science of climate changing.

Green belts are areas where land should be left open and free from
urban sprawl. The Government attaches great importance to their
protection. National patks cover 9 per cent of the total Jand area of
England and Wales. The National Rivers Authority protects island waters
in England and Wales. In Scotland the River purification authoritics are
respoasible for water pollation control. Great Britain takes care of its
environment {or thernsetves and next generations.

The Government is supporting international etforts for a global
agreement fo protect species of plant and animal life. The Government
1s also supporting projects to conserve endangered species of wild life
such as the black rhino and the African elephants.

Britzin attaches particular importance to the environmental policy
of the European Community and since Britain joined, the Community
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has adopted some 200 environmental measures including far-reaching
fegislation to combat acid rains, carb pollution from cars and industry,
conserve wild life, ensure public access to information about the
environments etc.
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85.YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

Youth and youth organizations have always been an important factor
in the lile of the country. In Britain there are numerous voluntary youth
organizations uniting young people from ali classes and sections of the
population. Some organizations deal with ecological problems, some pro-
test against nuclear weapon tests, sea and soil poflution ete. Some young
people work in their church organizations: help elderly people or work in
hospitals. There arc even some groups where young peaple help released
prisoners to start their life anew.

In Britain each school has its School or College Council that orga-
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nizes the social and cultural 1ife at the school. There are also many
clubs and socicties. Most clubs mect regularly: daily, weckly or month-
ly, at lunch time or after school. Extracurricular activities include vari-
ous outings, visits to places of interest and dances. School choirs and
orchestrar give regular concerts. Sport clubs are very popular too: run-
ning, jogging, swimming, football, soccer, badninton, acrobics, rugby
ete.

But the largest youth organizations, as you have probably read, arc
the associations of the Boy Scouts and the Girl Guides. There are about
1.300.000 boys and giris in them.

The movement of Boy Scouts was founded by General Baden-Pow-
ell in 1908 and began to spring up in almost every town and village of the
British Isles. v

Its aim is to help a Scout (a boy from 8 to 18) to develop into a good
man and a uselul citizen. He must be able to handle sails, to use a
compass, to light a fire out of doors, he must know first aid and develop
his interest in music, literature, drama, arts and {ilms. A Scout is a friend
to animals, he is “clean in thought, word and deed™. He must obey the
Scout Law. :

The Girl Guides Association was founded by Lord Baden-Powell in
1910. Tt is divided into three seclions: Brownies (from 7,5 to 11), Guides
{age 11-16) and Rangers. The programme of training is planned to de-
velop intelligence and practical skills, including cockery, needlework and
childcare. The training and the Law are much the same as those of the
Scouts. Like a Scout, a Girl Guide must be a friend to animals. She must
be “pure in thought, word and deed”. She must be loyal to God and the
Queen,

There are several youth organization associated with political par-
ties that organize mass rellies and meetings, demonstrations, marches
of protest, festivals. There are also pre-service organizations — (the
Sea Cadet Corps, Army Cadet Force and Air Training Corps) whose
activities are related to the work of the armed forces.

83. N BIBHRING  (M&360BI0030

Jb.);:'\;b\fhﬁ)ggr-}iﬁ.) 0y ab.)ggab"bﬁg-aggo afasbobagegdo
‘cjrr{;:]g:lm;z,n‘h 350?}353;:1('73‘}50 cz}&;}(?)t‘lﬁmé 533‘(]5015 (315«136)36589. A90-

261



Hobyodo dsiygaemo badogogenmdoma abéggah‘bﬁm\)flg_yo mpsbobs-
(3099, obobo debsbgogmdols 399 dg_g\\hnh.}.;g.b gybols sbagoasbe-
pedal 3)Em0obdg6. Beygagtrmo easboBsgas gm0 IOmd-
wgdgoty drdamal, bogoghon IGedbil oI daedh dodmgmmo
23eob wsderymol, Hgoby s boawagob wadabdn@ndol \3'“5.35;98—
W LY O d. Bmgogtioo .ﬂa.)g_-g&)'hﬁ}gga ho{](;gﬁ\ﬂahom n*)ﬁ}g.}ﬁc‘:"ﬁa(gc;;}&
:1!). Yoades. olobo o806 dmbigyndls ory) 3(#[;30(3).55:3'80 3?]'3.)(6535.
sl oo XA V00, Gedeols fadgdog admygobgegdamm Ja-
(5;1”513;51) Jb\)p_'\:t) G'{)mgﬁa?mh ;Q.}%'HUESJHO 3]53055360.)6.

N ;.'](43(.)([:"}\55:][1)’('_;(} moorigTen Lol dga3ls Ld(f)ggoh sb gegmnal La-
b e, {’-)n*:?]gg:mo bgg?adp\r:_:pggggmg)h Lc*){jobg{\lnﬁ 3 gueodnem (31’)-
m(fj(faa?}.}‘ts 1&&“};12.5?}0. .)tﬁc)ls, .565')30)3;], 5&30’)0 d;ﬁ:ﬂ&a wa 1)0"60}5&{2('}355.
Jrdadols ?Jﬂiﬁa;jg:aahm&a €3;]a";]g{:.>ﬁ'ag;g¢;g 0460d98s: gemagomeme,
e 306l .?E gepaer oggh, bombdol péHol o6 bgeremol Badegy.
3 Goduls wadsdbomo bafdoabieds 8(*10(3.531& hh;j&gg.)]sh;}b Labol
g@)?i;]c{}t-f&;]&h, gobogadl Laobghgerbe saoenddo, (3043206, Le-
wab gubondo wa #6939 bhondo R TS o ‘)(3).55;.3?,36 3e2b-
{335}(_5}\3“;. dognbigo 3m‘3:=_]ggoﬁrz]g?u.>, Aoy, 153(*)5}@)“3;{30 dgﬁ\?‘gji’la-
dol bufdogin, fJ':JEd“:Jg}gnm Lostramo, t{r]:}ﬁ?raﬁwm, P)Jggﬂoﬁ(lﬁmﬁo, 362
30 45, thogdo > bhn,

‘ dag @3 mwoglo o bogoasbimymo mtasbobagogdo, Gol dabob-
;}633,‘.39‘36.)0;, fopogoobage, 360l wOe0lgom i qduby® Y L3 e-
aopgiolt ﬁ)tf;{gn.neoa&). dsmdo wasbenagbom L300000 dodo @
Aerpebss A t003b 98 emo.

‘,l‘,(*)015[5.S~3(i'5);]L‘)c)]s“ deadramdy 335;]6’).5933 3&1:\);}5-3.5‘2]391\13.& ;Qo.).)cﬁ-
Ly 1908 faol ma ololo d0abgonls $bdgergdol owmdols gggeme
t-]égwi]'lz.\ 0y bmgynendo 6')35’(335:’{3‘)' 38 dmd@smdal dobobos @agh~
dodiesls L baagdb™ (Bodl 8 Feoorab 18 Goaileq) 90 Do Jar3000 oo
rb.)lmf*ma{]&g*\:m Ua*;;}.\g’_:\)oﬂug BaBegdunadeygls, ﬂ;}ciﬁf:\)mh axgmJ6asbo Gagol
"J"{{”’U'_}’ J03bol bdadnds, GaGbeol @obogds o gob Jgqd;
w(;mmgi{s Jofgyeno mabdscindals A%, adbazountiemls oo obgg-
:Jhi}:\’:'; ‘I(I}Y‘BIS(')(}J'BO, ero@afafytudo, ehHadsda, bagﬁ\'nmaﬁz}?mka ©
=gjc)g33{]3r§d0. Ld\‘;‘a(fﬁz‘; {35(*?&3@3350'[‘. f}aamadﬁ)cm, ol ,,1}*3(50';.).) (3.&@0m]sd~
bera} g0 dtham, bogggoos os baJdon®. ol 105 wagdemeRogneml b g3
,jbjﬂ?m]:, ‘}.)E(r:fﬂs“.

,,gag{v&\x‘)g{){}?}oh .)15(\'100.\(30‘)“ g\).maﬁha Qmﬁ;Q 6.);;9‘;15—3\533;::30 1910
Peimb. ol Lad byddma ogegp: dOsgbagda (7,5 Froogsb 1 fenad-
w0, »go0eado’ (11 Gemowab 16 Dimadeg) swo 5 130bxag@gdo™ (16 {eo-

262

oeab 21 {iemadimg). bigmgdol d6empsds olbgs gsaqadommo, @md ppb-
gomtpglh obBhomgddo @y IugGogame wbot-byaado, Geameia-
(330 dom Bedrol bagdemol dmdbopads, 13tgs, dmBgob Segena. by -
gds 05 p3bebo domomagspe obgoxngs, Heae® ,,M}hd::@&;h“.
Grpmiy b da"('](f‘)o“, aligag nageasere’ bepgmgdol E;Bm&_\ﬁn_ ol
s ogeol Lbggow godhgdom, boggaees @ kaddoe™. U’mo oyl
;Qﬂuﬁ)moha LU ;33[2(')((7};"\10]3 :Jﬁ)u:aﬂg_j\'l().

Sl 40003 Jt'lg_ﬂ_\:rl(ﬁ)od‘aﬁt) 305(3)03501)5 (g.)d.y‘}"ﬁnf'ﬁb"ag'\\c ?Ja:.r&:«;s
Hogo \)bégao"nﬁmgggo tﬁﬁla\)ﬁcﬂib{}oabn, erdgmgdoagy .ﬁamé&f} da-
berdray a8mbgeradls @3 dofebagdl, wgdebld@sgogdh, Lyl
Aalither 856393k, peqlobfonmadl. stob, 331031, xothdo bad-
babotol dmbadhowgdnmae megsbobsgegda (Ledbymeier mEmabots-
Ggagdo OGBQ:}BH@ ]jdmg'\};]bﬁo, ﬁmﬁg\ngaoe Sdbomndgh 1418 Gemolb
sbhagmasbdwdl ws@Bo Lydbaby@obimgol), Hmdyman bsgdoabmds
Bostrmgdgmo doengdol B3 Jdosbmdol masTotiegds.

86. THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
OF NATIONS

For centuries British sailors and merchants travelled all over the
world, discovered new lands and claimed them for England. Large ter-
ritories in North America, Africa, the whole conlinent of Austrabia, New
Zealand, India and a lot of islands in the ocean got under British rule.
Thus, gradually in the course of centuries, the huge British Empire came
inte being. After World War 11 with the growth of national liberation
movement in the world, the countries which were dependent on Great
Britain and formed parts of the British Empire began claiming indepen-
dence. As a result of the movemenit, the British Empire (ell apart. How-
gver, centuries-fong economic, cultural and political ties of these former
colonies and dominions with Great Britain were tooe strong for them to
completely break away from each other.

Thus the Empire slowly developed into the Commonwealti: with
Britain no lotger its ruler but an equal partner of the other free couin-
tries. The British Comumonwealth of Nations is an association of about
50 independeant states which were formerly parts ol the British Empire.
It occupies nearly a quarter of the world’s surface and has a total pop-
ulation of over 913 million. Since 1945 only four countries have Icft the
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Commonwealth - Burma, Eire (Southern Ireland), Southern Lyemen
and Pakistan. The British Commonwealth of Nations encourages trade
and friendly relations among its members. The Queen Elizabeth 11 is
the official head of the Commonwealth.
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87.NEWZEALAND

New Zealand is a South Pacific country located midway between
the Equator and the South Pole, and approximately 1600 kilometcrs
east of Australia, Its nearest neighbours to the north are New Cale-
donia, Fiji and Tonga, all about the same distance away as Australia,

With a land area of 268. 105 sq kilometres, New Zealand is similar
in size to Japan, Britain or Italy. There are two main islands, the North
and South Islands, separated by Cook Strait.

New Zealand was discovered and settled more than a thousand
years ago by the Maori people who migrated from the Polynesian Js-
lands of the Sauth Pacific. The first Curopeans to sec the land were the
Dutch navigator Abel Tasman in 1642, and the English explorer James
Cook in 1769. Organized European settlement began in the mid-19¢h
century after the establishment of British sovereignty in 1840, marked
by the signing of the treaty of Waitangi between leading Maori chiefs
and the British government. In the 1860°s land disputes between Euro-
pean settlers and Maori led to fighting in some areas. At the same time
gold discoveries in the South Island brought a temporary economic
boom period, but it was the growth of the pastoral industry following the
first suceessful shipment of frozen meat to Britain in 1882 that laid the
basis for a more permanent period of economic prosperity. Agricultural
products have since provided the major source of New Zealand’s ex-
port income,

The landscape is notable for its variety and particularly its mountain-
ous nature. Amid permanent snowfields and many glaciers of the South
Istand rise the southern Alps that include 19 peaks exceeding 3000
metres. The central volcanic region with still active volcanic peaks and
hot springs, geyzers and boiling mud pools is in the North Island. Both
major islands contain fertile low-land areas of pastoral land, large for-
ests (natural and man-made), many sandy beaches and short rivers.
"The chief rivers are the Waijkato and the Wairu. Numerous fakes exist
i both islands.

Lying within the South Temperate Zone, New Zealand has an oce-
anic climate, without extremes of heat or cold. Most parts of the coun-
try enjoy ample sunshine and rainfall, although the weather is rather
changeable. Winter brings extensive snowfalls in the Southern Alps.

There are various species of native animals in the country. One of
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them is kiwi. This interesting bird lives in the wet part of the thick bush-
¢s. In the daytime the bird does not go out. It comes out osly at night to
tind food. Kiwis cannot fiy. Many years ago they were hunted for food.
Now the government does not permit the hunting of kiwis. The kiwi is
now the symbol of the New Zealand people, Small children are often
called “kiwis™,

New Zealand is a self-governing state, The Parliament consists of
one Housc only, the House of Representatives. The Prime Minister is
the head of the government.

New Zealand has heavy industry. There are a lot of plants in the
country. Paper and rubber industrics are developed too. New Zealand
exports apples and honey.

The capital of the country is Wellington. 1t is a financial ceatre too.
The city was founded 11 1840,
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88. CANADA

Canada covers all of the North American continent to the North of
the USA except Alaska and the small French islands of St Pierre and
Miquelon near the Atlantic coast. Canada is washed by three oceans:
the Atlantic, the Pacific and the Arctic. The population of Canada is
about 26 million people. The country oceupies the territory of 9976 thou-
sand square kilometres. The capital of Canada is Ottawa with a popu-
latton of more than 300 thousand people.

Canadians are a nation composed of two linguistic and cultural groups:
French and English. That’s why the two official languages of Canada
are English and French. “We have two races, two languages, two sys-
tems of religious belief, two sets of laws... two systems of everything”,
said one Canadian journalist. The majority of French Canadians live in
Quebec. They are keen on preserving their national culture. There s a
time when Quebec Provinee decided to separate from Canada and
form an independent state. ortunately, the movement has waned,

There is also a small native population of Indians and Eskimos, who
were the first inhabitants of the American continent.

The irterior of the country is a plain. The plain extends from the
rocky mountains to the Appalachian Mountains. In the North the plain
ends in the istands of the Artic Occan, and in the south it continues into
the USA and carries on beyond the Missouri River and the Great Lakes
to the Gulf of Mexico.

Canada shares with the USA four or five Great Lakes- Superior,
Huron, Erie and Ontario, and the fifih lake - Michigan - is entirely on
US territory. Besides the Great Lakes there are also Great Bear Lake,
Great Slave Lake, Lake Winnipeg and many small ones. The most out-
standing sight which attracts tourists from all over the world is the Nia-
gara Falls. A

All parts of the country have cold weather in winter. The winter in
Canada lasts from 4 to 5 months with beavy snowfalls. Tt rains more in
the east and west than in Central Canada.

Canada is a federa! state. The official head of state is the English
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Queen, represented in Canada by the Governor-General.

Canada has a parliament, The Canadian Parliament is made up of
the House of Commons and the senate. The Icader of the party that
wins the largest number of seats in a newly elected House of Com-
mons is asked to form the government.

Despite its small population Carada is a great industrial country and
manufacturing is the foremost sector of its cconomy. Canada is an im-
porant producer of oil, gaz, pulp, paper and electricity from hydroelec-
tric stations. :

The main industrics are food and beverages, transport equipment,
textiles, clothing and machinery. Agriculture is also very important for
the Canadian economy. Canada traditionally exports wheat, cats, suger
beet, soy-beans, tobacco, potatoes. .

Canada consists of ten provinces. The largest cities are: Vancouver,
Edmonton, Regina, Toronto, Monreal, Quebec, Halifax. Ali the main
cities are situated in the south of the country near the USA border.
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89.AUSTRALIA

The Commonwealth of Australia s a sclf-governing federal state, It
has got six stales: New South Wales, Victoria, Quecen Island, South
Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania and two infernal territories. [( is
situated in the south-west of the Pacific Ocean.

Australia was discovered by the Dutch in 1606, but the continent
was not settable till captain Cook discovered the east in 1770.

When settlement of Australia began in 1788 the continent was inhabited
by about 300 00G people who are now called aborigines. These people gener-
ally had black, wavy hair and brown skin. They kept no domestic animals
except the dingo and used weapons made of wood and stone. They had 1o
permanent homes but moved about hunting and gathering food.

Now there are only about 60. 000 of them left. Soine of them are on
mission staticns, others are employed as stockmen on the ranches of
northern Australia. Many of them still live a difficult nomadic life in the
desert region,

The first white settlers were convicts, soldiers and a [ew free men from

«Jingland. In the early years people depended upon farming and sheep rais-
ing for a living. Merino sheep were brought to Australia from Africa in
1797. This breed raised for its high quality wool, now makes up about 80
per cent of Australia’s sheep.

In 1850 gold was discovered and a large migration to Australia be-
gan. Some of the gold seekers whao were unsuccessful wurned to calile
or sheep rajsing or to farming. Others began exploring elsewhere in
Australia for minerals.

Before World War Il more than 95 per cent of the population was of
English descent; since then, however, people from other nations have
moved to Australia in growing numbers.

The area of the country has got 7,687,000 square kilometres. Aus-
tralia is the largest island in the world and it is the smallest continent.

Nearly twenty million people live in Australia.

Australians boast that they can sleep out-of-doors all the year round.
Australia is siluated in the southern hemisphere and that’s why it has
summer when we have winter and it has winter when we have sum-
mer. It is inieresting to know that January is the hottest month in Aus-
{ralia. Snow and ice are rare, except in the high mountains. There is not
much rain, and drought is a constant anxiety.
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The animals in Australia have a fot of original. The dingo is onc of
Australia’s wild animals. It is reddish, brown or yellow. The dingo is a
wild dog which kills other animals at night, sheep, for example.

One can see the kangaroo there. The kangaroo has got the pouch in
which it carries her cub. There are many birds in the country, too. One
can sce parrots and cockatoos. The emu is the most interesting bird in
Australia. It is big and can’t tly.

Australia is sometimes called the lucky couniry. One reason is the
wonderful riches under the earth: coal, nickel, iron, silver, zinc, gold and
many precious metals. Modern factories and plants work in the coun-
try. Australia is one of the most important producers of metals and
mitierals. It exports weol production, meat, fruit, sugar. Income from
the export enables Australians to have high standard of | iving, Australia
is one of the world's highly developed countries.

Australia is a constitutional monarchy like Great Britain. The nation is
administered under written constitution. The British monarch Queen Eliz-
abeth I, is also queen of Australia and country’s head of state. But the
queen has little power in the Australian government, She serves mainly
as a symbol of long historica! tie between Great Britain and Australia.

The capilal of the country is Canberra. The city became the capital
in 1927, Tederal Government works in Canberra in the government
buildings. The population of Canberra is about 300,000 people.

The country is situated near the ocean. Melbourne, Sidney, Brisban
are the ports of the country,
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96. ENGLISHASAWORLD LANGUAGE

The modern world is becoming smaller all the time. Every day
distances belween differcnt countries seem less. And here is a great
arguement in fuvour of learning foreign languages, especially English.

Today English is one the major languages in the world - one bilfion
people speak English—1. e. about 20% of the world’s population. Besides.

Englisli is the language of politics and diplomacy, science and
techinology, business and trade, sport and pop music.

80% ol all informalion in the world’s computer is in English.
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75% of the world’s letters and faxes are in English.

60% of all international telephone calis are made in English.

More than 60% of all scientific journals are written in English.

Geographically it is the most widespread language on earth . It is
the first language in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Trelund, the United States of America, Australia and New Zealand. It
is one of the official languages in Canada, the Irish Republic and the
Republic of South Africa. : :

As a second language, English is spoken in more than sixty countries.
[t is used by the government, business and universities.

English is taught throughout the world — it is studied at schools
{sometimes even at nursery schools), colleges and universities.

The total number of fanguages in the world is from 2500 to 5000,
English is the most popular among all of them and is spoken all over the
world. It has become the language of the planet, the first truly global
language because of ils establishment as a mother tongue outside
England in all the continents of the world and in the three main oceans
- the Atlantic, the Indian and the Pacific. The exporting of English
began in the 17® century with the first settlements in Norih America
(untif then it was spoken only in what is now Great Britain) and, above
all, it is the great growth of population in the United States, assisted by
massive immigration in the 19" and 20" centuries that has given the
English language its present standing in the world.

To know English today is absolutely necessary for every educated
person, for every good specialist. It is the language for better
understanding, and cooperation in the world. People have long been
interested in having one language - international language —that could
be spoken in the world. And, nowadays, this international language is
English.
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SOME FACTS ABOUT ENGLISH

There were 23 letters in the Latin alphabet when it was adopted by
the English. The J and V came into being during the Middle Ages as
consonantal variants of I and U. The W was devoloped by doubling U
and so the English alphabet was brought to its present complement of
26 letters.

There were only 30.000 words in Old English. Modern English has
the largest vocabulary in the world — more than 660.060 words.

There are about 60.000 words in common use.

70 per cent of the English vocabulary are loan words and only 30
per cent of the words are native.

There are words from 120 languages in English (including Arabic,
French, German, Greek, Italian, Russian and Spanish).

The most frequently used words in written English are: the, of, and,
to, a, in, that, is, I, it, for and as,

The most frequenty used word in conversation is I,

The commonest letter is “e”.

The most overworked in English is the word set. It has 126 verbal
uses and 58 noun uses.

The largest English-language dictionary is the 20-volume Oxford
English Dictionary - definitive historical dictionary of the Iinglish
language (abbreviated to OED). The idea of this dictionary was first
suggested to the Philological Society (London) in 1857, and the collection
of materials began soon thereafter. It was published in 1884 in 10
volumes as New English Dictionary on Historical Principles. In 1933
its corrected and updated version appeared in 12 volumes under the
title “The Oxford English Dictionary”. The OED provides an inventory
of words in use in English since the mid-12th century. The definitions
are illustrated with about 2.400.000 quotations from English-language
literature. It accepts about. 4000 new words (or new meanings) every

year.
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BRITISH MONARCHS
360GIBI0  IN6SHLIZS0

1. Saxons and Danes
h.sﬂlsaﬁn fod Qbsoagzﬂao

Egbert 365351(3)0 827-839
Ethelwulf goreogaenen 839-858
Ethelbald gomemdagnmo 858-860
Ethelbert {]0\3{;363(41(150 8§58-865
Ethelred OMEIEO 865-871
Alfred (Great) sepaifne {(wogwe) 871-899
Edward (the Elder) genstee (gu6mbo) 899-924
Athelstan sogelsbo 927939
Edmund I ge08-be I 939-946
Fadred optapo 946-955
Eadwig 0030 955-959
Edgar grgste 959-975
Edward (the Martyr) gegetie (fodgdnme) 975-978
Ethelred 1T gomgenédgm 11 978-1016
Edmund 11 gdybe II 1016 (7 months-7 ogg)
Canute the Dane 3368 mobogemnl016-1035
Harold I 3séiegoee T 1035-1040
Hardicanute Jathgo 3abyfo 1040-1042
Edward II (the Confessor) gugothm I (smdlstigdgeno) 1842-1066

Harold I (Godwinesson) Joéegog 1T (3mw30ibmba) 1066 (9 months

—9m33)

2. The House of Normandy
bmerdabndo

William I (the Conqueror) mog20s3 1 {ga83gtmbgemo) 1066-1087
William H (Rufus) -Jc;ggoba IT (ﬁ)?]q;“l-]ho) 1087-11060
Henry 1 39660 1 1100-1135

Stephen (Count of Blois) bygeynbo (dengab géhage) 1135-1154

279




3. The House of Anjou (Plantagenets)
3@.}5@)0335360}& Qoﬁ.}b&oa

Henry I 3660 11 1154-1189
Richard t {Coeur de Lion) Gobo®m I (gomidz o) 1189-1199
John (_Lack]and) _‘x"mﬁ (Qadg_\'\mﬁgn) 1199-1216
Henry I 346690 TIT 1216-1272
Edward I (Longshanks) jomsée 1 (1272-1307
Edward I geenatae 11 1307-1327
Edward 11 yevache 11T 1327-1377
Richard IT éhoBastie 1 1377-1399

4. The House of Lankastar
0363 bdgMndols afalgos

Henry IV 396650 TV 1399-1413
Henry V 396t V 1413-1422
Henry VI1 39660 VII 422-1461, 1470-1471

5. The House of York
nmﬁdabnl! ;205.)15&0.5

Edward [V 1‘;;3'8.&5'&:\1 IV 1461-1483
Edward V gemathie V 1483 (2 months) (2 mag)
Richard 111 tobstie 111 1483-1485

6. The House of Tudor
(lbo-aggmﬁabob Qnsbh@)oa

Henry VI 39bco VII 1485-1509
Henry VIII Jgboo VI 1509-1547
Lidward VI geonatae VI 1347-1553
Jane xunfm 1553 (9 days-9 Q)Q;])
Mary i (Bloody Mary) dsé0s (35¢0) I {Lobbmosbo dicka)
1553-1558
Eliizabeth I :}gﬁ\r:nqo.ﬁ'_\:‘lm (;]glgn{s.ﬁ?)gg) 11558-1603
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7. The House of Stuart
h&n-ﬂbt‘)@)abnh ;205&]360.)

James 1 (VI of Scotland) ¢08% T (Smp)emsbranls VI) 1603-1625
Charles T Bather't [ 1625-1649

Commonwealth
tﬁahanamodo

Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector oo eedgnemo,
Qmé);g Jﬁm(B);]ﬂﬂbmﬁ'}o 1653-1658
Richard Cromwell, Lord Protector

Gobhstim sGedggmo, memthp JGopgdfono 1658-1659

The Restoration of Stuarts
héngaﬁéa&nh ﬁah@ba(f)aeab

Charles Il Bacre®s 1T 1660-1685

James [i (VH of Scotland) xq08% 1 {Bmphensbpogemae VI
1685-1688

William 1 and Mary il "jn)g‘\lc)‘)a 111 U] '(]Uﬁm (‘dbﬁmda) IT 1689-1702
Anne abs 1702-1714

8. The House of Hanover
3.55:':336136015 ;9.0501560.)

George I gmtry 1 1714-1727
George Il ety 1L 1727-1760
George I gméi [H 1760-1820
George IV gy IV 1820-1830
William IV mogosd TV 1830-1837
Victoria 30{](3)?)_(4)0.) 1837-1901

5. The House of Saxe-Coburg
b JU-amdmfraos wobslges

Edward Vil geomo@ VII 1901-1910
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10. The House of Windsor
-aoﬁc]mém Qosahéoa

George V xmey V 910-1936
Edward VIIT qwnste VIH 1936 (325 days - 325 womg)
George VI oty VI 1936-1952
Elizabeth I gemobadgm 11 (yemolbsdgm) 1952-

Prime Ministers
35)32]0;]6%30 th(tbcﬁ&?m

1945-1951 Attlee g eno
19351-193535 Churchill ﬂ;}ﬁﬁogﬁ;}n
1955-1957 Eden (}Qz]ﬁo

1957- 1963 Macmullan 3.)(;30;\;3050
1963-1964 Horne 3mébo
1964-1970 Wilson "(jngglsmﬁu':
1970-1974 Heath dooo
1974-1976 Wilson 'g}();gghmﬁ(:
1976-1979 Cailaghan 3oemogsbo
1679-1990 Thatcher gygdbato
1990-1997 Major U;]G:X,mﬁn
(997 Blair dguyto

Party
RRGTL

Labour gogedm®abd e
Conservative gmbly®as@omero
Conscrvative 3blgdgdsdomema
Conservative jmblig@apGoemero
Conservaiive jblySggomemo
Labour gngodetiolfygmo
Conservative jmbbgtsdomemo
[Labour g*\);]n?)mﬁmh(?)?}ggn
Labour Q;]()E')ﬂ)ﬁu}h(ﬁ)'aggu
Conservative 3mblbgdgsthonemao
Conservative Jbbg&astyomena
Labour m\?:]c:a(‘flﬁ')()h("r)?]gjzn

British (Imperial) and Metric (International)
Units of Weighis and Meceasures
E,’mﬁu].w o bemdob 66)0&052]5}20 (0333603;330) o agéﬁ'ﬂmo

I Linear Measure — Logtdab batmda

{inch (Q?}an) = 2, 54 ud

1 foot (39do) = 12 wedl = 30, 48 1.3
I vard (oatho)} = 3 yydb = 91, 4443
1 mile (Bogpa) = 1760 ostrel — 1609 3
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2. Square Measure ~ gpthomdob bsbmdo

I square inch (33. w2030) = 6,454

I square foot (33. Fade) = M4 g5 90dl = 929 L2
I square yard (35. 03600) = 9 33 gadb = 0,836 1.3°
I acre (3360} = 4840 44 ool = 0,405 3s

I square mile (33 dogmo) = 640 3460 = 259 3

3. Cubic Measure — g376o Bedgdo

1 cubic inch (373, wyoda) = 16,4 L

I cubic foot (g9 gytho) = 1,728 370 moodl = (028 P

| cubic yard (a8 osta) = 27 48 gL = 0,76 &

I pint (3068s) = 0,568 T

1 quart (d;pﬁ@b) =2 .305(5011 = 1,136 o

1 gallon (6.&;:30')50) =4 OBl = 4,546 oy
1 peck (3940} = 2 gommbl = 9,092 o

3. Weights — 3slol 35)0}33;{2330

1 ounce (76300) = 28,35 4

1 pound (3061356Js) = 16 9bgosh = (1453 44

I stone (bgergbo) = 14 30630 = 6,36 43

I quarter (3396@960) = 28 30ebdol = 12,7 49

1 hundredweight (396¢bg60) = 4 3POF Ol = 50,8 sa

1 long ton (a®dgemo Hmba) = 20 96Bba®mL = 1016 34
| short ton (der jemg Bebs) = 907,18 38

-

4. Capacity Measure — gb3z0360 obygeo Ubggegdol bafigse
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Temperature Equivalents
Hod3ghog gl ggzopeengbhade

Celcius (C) ggembosybo Fahrenheit (F) qpégbgogo

Boiling point - ;Q'apgaggnh U;]ﬁ@oggo

100 : 212
50 i ' 122
40 104
30 86
20 68
10 30

Freezing point — asgofgal Faddomo
0 o 32
-10 14
-17,8 0

-20 -4

-30 -22

-40 -40

Absolute Zero sdbemadate baeo
-273,15 -459,67

To convert Celctus or Centigrade temperature into Fahrenheit:

multiply by 9/5 (nine-fifths) and add 32.

To convert Fahrenheit temperature into Celcius or Centigrade:

subtract 32 and multiply by 5/9 (five-ninths)

gymboylol Bgddg@od ool aopaggebs gedgbijoBol
Hddghathghaty:

asddaymago- 9/5-%g s degdogge 32.

gsmgbdgothol $Haddgdadghel asmaggzabs pgenboglol
B839HsEHeby:

a.)at")bd[]ggom 32 0 B\)‘)a({).)ag_?aw 51"9-5{‘)3.
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LIST OF GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
39matoganmao bobgmBmmndgdab bas

Aberdeen|,zbo'din] 46gMmabo

Afganistan [&f'ganiston]
ogmsbamn

Africa | ®friko] sg360 30

Aldeburgh[xtdbara]
meoegbn®go

America [a'merika] s3dg6a 3o

Anglesey [ @y0is1) nbaembo

Appatachian Mountains
[,epaletfjon ‘mauntinz)
s3ormofol Bogda

Arctic Ocean[akbik ‘ou[n]
Rrmormmyo gobymmgabo
306

Asia ['e1[2] sbas

Assyria [a's1n3] sbegfgma

Atiantic Ocean [ot'lentik ‘ou [n]
s@robdagob mygeby

Australia [x'stredjs] ogbgFagros

Avebury ['evhon] gadqfo

Avon ['ervan] gogemba

Babylon ' babiion] dsdemmba

Bath [babt] dome

Belfast [belfa:st] dgemaab@o

Belgium {'beldzom] daemans

Ben Nevis['ben ‘nevis] dgb-
Bganbo

Berkshire ['ba:k[1a] 56 3d06a

Birmingham [‘ba:m gam}
do®dnbyqia

Bradford [bradfad]
S amamtiga

Britannia fbri'tenja] ¢Mo@abao

Brisbane [brizbsn} 8fMoldsba

Bristol Channel [brist] ‘t f wn]
SeabGeenal bfrm@n

Britanny [‘britoni] g8 sba

Britain ['britn] 360 gs8g0m0

British Commonwealth of

Nations ['brit1 [ 'komanwele
ov' neifnzjackngebamols
26ms ;obsdnamdmmbe

British Empire ['empas3)
3G0dobgonb 0d3ghns

Britishisies {ailz] 308065000
Jabdgmngde

Burma ['bama) dnéads

Calais [ karlen] yoemg

Cambridge [‘ketmbridz]
Jn3d@agn

Canada [ kanada] 3oboxs

Canterbury ['ka:ntabari]
336G Gdgc0

Cardift [ka:chf] jofemogo

Caribbean Sea ['krn bion si:]
2360300 Beogs

Chatham [t]®tem] fagda

Clyde [klaid] 3emaogo

Colchesber ['kault[1sto]
ng_{:ﬁab@aﬁn

Cornwall ['kJﬂWﬁl]'dmﬁﬁﬂmgn

Crecy['kress] joabo

Culloden [ka'ladn] gorommaba

Cumbrian Mts [ kambrizsn]
378800l mgda

Darington ['dacligtan]
otmnbagmbo

Denmark {'denmaK] woboa

Derbyshire ['da:bi [12]
©Hdadofo

Devonshire [devn[1a]
©3mbdatio

Dorchester ['dxt]isto)
Cgmﬁ'}ﬁnb@)gﬁ)n

Dover ['douval @pgtie

Dublin['d ablin] condemobo

Dulwich['d ahdy] @amaobo

Dundee [dandi:] sbon



Dunkirk {ttankok] gamBgatige

Edinburgh ['edmbara]
grnbbyhgo

Edington{’edigton] genba Bmbo

Edmonton['edmanton]
nwdmbEmba

Egypt ["kdyipt] ga038

Eire['ears] gofig

Eistedfodd [a1stedvad]
OISRy

Engiand [1pgland] nbgemoba

English Channel ['iggh | 't]=ni]
nbamobinb bBnd g {me-
426da)

Erse|xs] ghba

Frie Lake [ ieik ‘1an] gfob §ds

Falklands istands ['fxkland
‘arlandz] e aeg beeob
gabdaegde

Fiji [fidai] wnypa

France [frang] bag@obagmo

Germany ['d;amam] gg&debos

Gloucester [ glasta] gonmb@gtio

Gulf of Mexico ['g alf av
‘meksikou] dgdbogob ymg

Grampian Mts ['gr&mpjon]
nfa330060b dorgdo

Great Britain ['greit ‘brin} gowma
dodobymo :

Greece [gri:s] badnedbgon

Harrow [herau] Jothery

Hastings [heistinz] 3obgnbaba

Havana [ho'vana] Jsgobs

Hebrides | hiebrnidiz] 3gdcagol
Jobdaurde

Heldelberg ['hadtbo:g]
dangeamdnfian

Highlands | hairlandz] Joomgbon
(dn@obonb Bonabgoa]

Haltand [ halond] 3measbons

Fungary ['haggsri] gba@gon

India[¥ndi3] sbgmgmo

Irefand [‘ariond] neensbonas
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trish Republic {'a1an [n'pabhk]
ofrsbaooly Hgbdndrmngs
rish Sea [‘aiart | 'si] afensbonab
brmage
ftaly [1tah] ogogmon
Japan [d;o'pan] osdmbos
Kent[kent] 35680
Lancashire [T gkaf10)
eoob 3odnthn
Lancaster [lagkosto]
abgobggin
Leeds [lidz] momba
Leicester [lests] eogbggem
Lincoln ['ligkon] gmob geseeba
Liverpool ['Ilvapu;i] g:mﬁaﬁ.}g;g:m
Uangollen laxn'guelan]
obgmeanbn
Loch Lamond ['1ak 'lamart gne
enmdmbn
London [1andan] gembgmba
Manchester 'mant[ista]
80553b®35}n
Melbourne ' melbon] 3qmda&iba
Mediterranean Sea
[[medito’reinjan 'si]
bdaermades brrgs
Mercia['ma:[1a] Ggmbas
Mexico [ meksikou] 8;4bo go
Middiesex ['mudlseks)
Sn@mbgdbo
Midtands ['midiandz] domempbomn
Middle East ['midl 'i:st] sbeom
agndmbogmgon
Missour [mi'zuari] dabmEo
Montreal [,mantr xl] §mbfgoeno
Netheriands [‘nedatandz]
Boryfesbryde
New Caledonia [ nju kels'danjs}
Sbogmn yomgrembos
Newcastle ['nju 'ka:sl] bag jobigmo
Newfoundiand ['nju: fandiond)
Boggobrengben
Newport ['nju: pa:d] bondm@go
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New Zealand ['nju Zi:lond]
sbagan Dgeoobons

Niagara [nar &gors] basgaio

Norfolk [nixfak] Gemtigeaen o

Normandy ['nzmondi]
bedsbons

Northern Ireland [ nxdon
‘aislond] S ogom o
anobegos

North Sea ['nx6 'si)
Rtigommmamob brgs

Northumberland
{[nx'8 ambatand]
bt ddafiegbon

Northumbria [nx 9 ambrs 9)
bmforgdddos

Norway [ nxwei] beviggaos

Norwich ['nxnd;] bmoxo

Nottingam [natigam] be@obaq8n

Nottinghamshire notigam[i9]
bmgobag988amo

Ontario Lake [an'tesrisu]
mb@omomb Gds

Orkney Islands ['xknt ‘ailandz]
m36nb 3abdamadn

Ottava [ atowa] m@oges

Pacific Ocean [pa'sifik ‘ou]n]
Byborin m 506y

Pakistan [,paki'stan] 3s jaby@ebn

Palestina [ pahstain]
3opngbi@nbo

Paris['p&ns] dotobo

Pennine Mts{penain] 356060k
dmgdn

Plymouth [ phimad] deeodume

Poland [ 'psuland] dmgreabgoma

Porlugal ['patjugl] Sm&gmasmmos

Portsmouth [*patsmog]

Prussia ['pra?@] 3gbos

Quebec [kwi 'oek] 338430

Home [raum] &mdn

Roman Empire ['rauman

empais} Gmdeb 083560
Russia['ra[o] frgbgomn
Salisbury ['sxizbori] beembdg o
Sandhurst['sendha:st]

bybo3gmbgo
Scandinavia {,skand: netvjs)

bjsbnbagna
Scilly ['sth] begomal Jmbdamengdo
Scotland ['skatland] dm@emobens
Severn|'sevan] bysn66o
Sheffield [ [efild] dge0emcon
Shetland Islands [jetlond
‘atlandz] 35 &mobmoals
- 3abdaegdo
Sidney ['sidni) bowbgo
Snowdan ['snoudan] Lmmmbo
Spain [spein] L3600
StAlbans [snt'xIbanz)
byb@emdsblo
Stockton ['stoktan] bgm jgmbe
Stonehenge ['stounhand;]
bmybanbso
Stratford-on-Avon ['stracdfad on

‘ewvn] gogmbnls

bEFo@gmton
Strait of Dover ['strestov 'dsuvs)

., 20360l bBad (3omggomy)
StVincent [snt ‘vinsont] bgbg

30537680
Suez Canal ['swiz ka'nal)

bgogob ohbo
Sundenland ‘s andofond]

bbb
Superior Lake [leik sjspiaris)

Hoo bydgdomeo
Sussex ['sasiks] babgdbo
Switzerland ['switsatand]

7003900
Swansea ['swanzi] bgsblbo
Taff [teef] Bogo
Tasmania [taz’mainjs] Bobdsbos
Thames [temz] §q3%s
Tonga{tagga] §mBas
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Taronto [ta rantau] Geoembdm

Torquay |t 'ki] e ggo

Trafalgar [tra'feign]
Gfomarmastin

Trent jtrent] 36ab@0

Turkey [1a:ki] o damo

Turkish Empire [tok | ‘'empan 2]
oryfidgoab n83g6as

Tyne [tan] gaoba

Utster | alsta] m(*_l’lb@g(ﬁn

United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
ljunaitid ‘kigdom av'grest
‘britn and ‘'nxdon ‘arslondj
wamee dGo@obgumbs ©s
Bripaememgo afemsbgonl
Aq9fogdaema bodygm
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United States of America
[jw'narhd ‘steits ov
a'menko] bﬁaﬁ"lndnb
a96ogdnema d@Gogndn

Vancouver ['van kuvo)

3963060

Vienna [vi'ens}ggbs

Wales['weilz] ggmbo

Waterloo [ wa:to'lw] go@ g,

Wessex ['wesiks] ggbgdbo

West Indies ['west 'indiz} mgbg-
obgmgmn

WightIstand ['wait ‘artand]
mangob yabdgma

Windsor [ winza] ;mabdmtio

winnipeg [winipag] gebedgao

York fjak] om6 go

Yorkshire [’]:nk],n] om3dnfia
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