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Kakha Khimshiashvili

ON THE TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE OF IBERIAN KINGDOM

The essay deals with temple architecture of Iberian Kingdom. Study of
architecture of Hellenistic and Late Antique periods is connected with many
difficulties. First obstacle is a small number of discovered structures. Secondly,
unfortunately not all of excavated sites are published in full. And thirdly, there are
some methodological problems, especially connected with interpretation of structures.

However, in last three decades a few dozen sites of Hellenistic and Late
Antique periods were discovered and excavated. Some of unearthed structures can be
identified as temples. All these structures are described and analyzed in the essay. It
has been concluded that none of them can be identified with absolute certainty as a
temple, although important evidences support the idea that they are temples (cult
structures) rather than secular buildings.

One of the results of the study is a classification of temple structures according
to certain typology. Discovered temples can be divided into the following types: tower
type - Samadlo tower temple, fire temple type - Tsikhiagora, Gartiskari, Samadlos
Mitsebi, Nastakisi shrine, Uplistsikhe Tow Pillar Hall, Dedoplis Mindori temenos,
iwan type - Uplistsikhe iwan type structures and centric composition type - Nekresi,
Bagineti six-apse temple.

Another result of the study is that actual ritual which had a place in structures
identified as fire temples (they have a lot of similarities with Zoroastrian fire temples),
was different from traditional Zoroastrian rituals. This was suggested because burnt
goat bones were found on the altars of Tsikhiagora site. The tradition of burning
sacrificed animals is absolutely unacceptable for Zoroastrian fire veneration. The
essay attempts to explanation the fact, though the issue requires further research.

Finally the most important outcome of the study is that certain type of temples,
which existed only for a limited period and after destruction no traces of any
restoration works have been found. Namely, Samadlo Tower Temple functioned in
the fourth-third century BC; whole series of nearly identical structures were erected in
the third century BC and destroyed in the second century(Tsikhiagora, Gartiskari,
Samadlos Mitsebi, Nastakisi shrine); Around 100 BC temenos of Dedoplis Mindori
was built, which functioned until ca 100 AD; Destruction of Dedoplis Mindori more
or less coincides in time with the creation of Uplistsikhe iwan type structures in the
second century AD; Finally, in the third century AD Nekresi and Bagineti Six-apse
structures were erected.

This discovery leads to the idea that the existence of particular types of
temples is linked with certain religious and political changes in the country. These
successive changes of different types of temples need further study and investigation
which can result, in turn, in revealing important aspects for the history of Georgia and
the region.
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