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GRIGOL ROBAKIDZE AND
CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT

Abstract

The interest towards Grigol Robakidze’s works is
significantly great in the Georgian society. The artistic
images, theoretical concepts and original ideas devel-
oped by him are still the subject of hot discussions. The
present article deals with the urgent issues of Robakid-
ze’s outlook in the context of contemporary thought as
well as shows that the contemporary Georgian thought
to a great extent is obliged to his creative works.
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Giorgi Baramidze

HERMENEUTICS IN GRIGOL ROBAKIDZE

Abstract

Grigol Robakidze is well-known as a great writer. But
he is less known as a philosopher. Robakidze was the first
Georgian thinker to accomplish hermeneutical practice in
the Georgian mental space. Hermeneutical is the way of
his thought, the very method of his creative thinking. It
is possible to say, that his hermeneutical practice is simi-
lar to what Martin Heidegger accomplishes in regard to
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German language. The main understanding he based his
method on is narration. Moreover such an approach in Ro-
bakidze is closely related to the first-narrator. According
to Robakidze, the narrator who narrates essential stories is
Kardu — Georgian people as a corporate person. Robakid-
ze refuses to treat people as the masses because of its de-
mand for a person to be annihilated. Kardu as a principle
(thaurmdgeni) in Robakidze appears to be the foundation
of the identity of Georgians. Although Georgian language
through Kardu narrates its own adventure, it shares its own
primordial experience. This way is established the meta-
physical, mystical or theological connection between the
Georgian generations. Founding is one of the most impor-
tant concepts in Robakidze’s hermeneutics. In this regard
two essential understandings are brought to the forefront:
solidity and sacred. We are aware of their primordial uni-
ty from the very depth of Georgian language where they
found each other.

Grigol Robakidze narrates about the primordial
reality and primordial thought that are characterized by
the unity of different aspects of /ogos. In this regard his
thought and poetry is related to Husserl and Heidegger,
though it is formed as a original system.

It is of utmost importance that Robakidze’s herme-
neutics (philosophy) turns into an essential critic of the
political regime and totalitarian thought established in
Georgia. In the end it is moulded as a very distinctive
type of critical and theological hermeneutics.
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Lali Zakaradze

POLEMICS ON THE ONTOLOGICAL
PROBLEMS OF CREATIVITY

(Grigol Robakidze and Shalva Nutsubidze)

Abstract

The present work makes special analysis of one of
the most interesting and sharp polemics in Georgian
philosophy of 1910s that took place between Grigol
Robakidze and Shalva Nutsubidze. The cause of the
dispute between these two young Georgian philoso-
phers was the public lecture delivered by Grigol Ro-
bakidze at Kutaisi theatre on 10 June, 1912 on the topic
— “Art and Reality”. In this lecture Grigol Robakidze
analyzed philosophical and ontological problems of

93O 30609850md0b g&mdogn, 29-30.
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creativity; the main topic of their polemics was the pro-
blem of subject, importance and function of art.

In his letter — “A Short Remark on Grigol
Robakidze’s Lecture” — Shalva Nutsubidze deals with
the specificity of discursive thinking, ontological issues
of the creative process and the problem of eternal in art.
In his opinion, eternity is not a temporal categorys; it is
anegation of time whereas creative activity is a process
happening in time. Thus, art cannot create something
eternal as it is a creative action. Discursive thinking is
a “non-creative reflection” and thus creation of reali-
ty is only visible through intuition. Ideal and real are
not existing qualities but the attitudes created by our
thoughts. Art is spread between ideal and real, eternal
and temporary.

In his “A Letter of Response” Grigol Robakidze
severely criticizes Shalva Nutsubidze’s opinions ex-
pressed above, his style of philosophy and judgment
and accuses him of ambiguity. He highlights the pe-
culiarities of “eternal” in the sphere of art and sharply
distinguishes it from other forms of eternity. Grigol
Robakidze’s main thesis is the following: the artistic
image is always alive, spread in the sphere of individual
and is perceived individually; in contrast to Nutsubidze
he notes that though “created” is a temporal concept,
the essence of art/creativity is eternal!

This polemics proved fruitful for the Georgian
thought. The proof of this is the later researches by the-
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se two prominent Georgian thinkers about the nature of
art and creativity.
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mab 39gas 3@s300bms sbamn, dmogmo Labgmds
gomodmgds.  3Mbgdmdabomgal dGdmmos  Dgzozab

©36 G300l dsgds” (1872 B.) mo aMdge-
©93s 50058056960, dombgw sws8nsbymab” (1878 6.)
303mg39946965907; gmeg 3gMomeo bHymmgds bocs-
dgb B0ge ,gbg 0@ymms Boma@bG@sb” godmzgdacm
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Giorgi Tavadze

METACRITICISM OF UNDERSTANDING
OF NIETZSCHE’S PHILOSOPHY. —
POLEMICS BETWEEN GRIGOL ROBA-
KIDZE AND DAVID KASRADZE IN THE
CONTEXT OF CURRENT RESEARCHES
ABOUT NIETZSCHE

Abstract

In the following work the author attempted to ana-
lyze the polemics between Grigol Robakidze and David
Kasradze concerning the actuality of Nietzsche’s philo-
sophy in the beginning of the 20" century in the context
of current researches about Nietzsche. The author of
the work discusses David Kasradze’s criticism of un-
derstanding Nietzsche by Grigol Robakidze.

David Kasradze in his criticism pays particular
attention to the third period of Nietzsche’s work. He
considers that the third phase of Nietzsche’s work
is the most important for understanding his philoso-
phy. According to David Kasradze, Grigol Robakid-
ze exaggerated the importance of the first period of
Nietzsche’s work, namely the contradiction between
Apollonian and Dionysian. From D. Kasradze’s point
of view, Nietzsche’s later philosophy has been strongly
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influenced by Charles Darwin’s theory of Evolution.
D. Kasradze’s Darwinist-evolutionist understanding
of Nietzsche’s philosophy does not lose its importance
even in our time. This is confirmed by the newest re-
searches carried out in this field. In this article some
important aspects of the contemporary researches are
discussed.
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Konstantine Bregadze

GOETHE’S THEORY OF

PROTO-PHENOMENON (URPHANOMEN) AND

ITS RECEPTION IN GRIGOL ROBAKIDZE’S
LITERARY WORKS

Abstract

It is a common knowledge that a prominent Geor-
gian modernist writer Grigol Robakidze (1880-1962)
regarded Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) as
the primary inspirer of his literary work. In his philoso-
phical and literary essays (“The Origins of My Literary
Work”, “My Life”, “Protophobia and Mythos”, etc.),
Robakidze always foregrounds the role of Goethe’s
theory of proto-phenomenon (Urphédnomen) in the de-
velopment of his own Weltanschauung as well as in
structuring the poetological principles, creative method
and tropological and symbolic paradigms of his liter-
ary work: “Goethe’s theory on proto-phenomena has
become the basis for the cognition of objects for me.
Isn’t the vision of reality in the dynamics of the process
formation and wholeness and not in separate moments
— an ultimate goal of a writer and thinker? Not an eter-
nal return of an individual to itself but an eternal return
to itself in an individual. Later this notion was applied
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in my novel “The Snake Skin” (and not only here but
in all Robakidze’s novels — K. B.)* [Grigol Robakidze,
Works, vol. 2, 1994: p. 226; 228].

It can be argued that Goethe’s theory of proto-phe-
nomenon is implicitly presented in Robakidze’s whole
prose and develops into the creative method and poe-
tological principle underlying his literary texts (“The
Snake Skin”, “Megi — a Georgian Girl”, “The Call of
the Goddess”, “The Guards of the Grail”, “Lamara”,
etc.).

Goethe’s theory of proto-phenomenon is demon-
strated in Robakidze’s works in the following ways:

a) As a philosophical and ontological Weltan-
schauung;

b) As a creative method (the principle of mytho-
symbolic composition);

c) As the basis of his own tropology.
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Dodo Labuchidze

GRIGOL ROBAKIDZE AND
FRENCH SYMBOLISM

Abstract

In fact, Georgian culture of XX century was origi-
nated by persons educated in Europe. Grigol Robakidze
(1880-1962), graduate of faculty of Philosophy of Leip-
zig University should be especially mentioned among
them. Great interest to his person is based on topicality
of his creative works. Goal of the present work is to
demonstrate the influence of French symbolism on his
work.

From the very beginning Grigol Robakidze’s at-
tention was focused on the most important event of
the epoch. He was the first to introduce Friedrich
Nietzsche’s ideas into the Georgian society; and by his
deep knowledge of Symbolism theory he made decent
contribution to formation of “Tsicperkantseli” (Blue
Horn) group outlook and performance of major reforms
in Georgian poetry by them. Grigol Robakidze realized
the innovatory change of the epoch in his own way. In
assessment of French Symbolist poetry of Baudelaire
or Rimbaud, he clearly outlined his opinion on inter-
cultural trend in literature and painting, based on deep
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inner calling. Only the following formula is acceptable
for him: To exhaust the thing to an extent that it turned
into a phantasm, or even a symbol. He gives a Georgian
touch to this formula and transforms it in very intere-
sting way in his theoretical or artistic thought.

In Grigol Robakidze’s creative work — in novellas,
dramas, stories or rhymes — spiritual world of talen-
ted Georgian creator is deeply and uniquely exposed
through diverse symbols with which he clarifies esthe-
tical requirements of his epoch.
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Mikheil Gogatishvili

THINKING IN NARRATIVE. -
GRIGOL ROBAKIDZE BETWEEN
PHILOSOPHY AND MYTHOS

Abstract

Grigol Robakidze used narrative genres for reflec-
tion of artistic forms. The story given in the form of
narrative is placed between philosophy and mythos.
The Georgian thinker’s goal is to evoke archetypal pa-
radigm of philosophical thinking in the genre of narrati-
ve. He gives a deep philosophical sense to the narrative
namely by using mythical characters. The rational ex-
planation of the artistic information possessed by Gri-
gol Robakidze requires the form of narrative what is
always connected with mythos.

The rational concept which we call “word” is used
for the explanation of certain information. In Grigol
Robakidze’s creative work it has specific meaning and
acquires a symbolic significance. Thus, a word-symbol
becomes the algorithm of the philosophical thinking
that transforms the dialectic of myth into philosophi-
cal thinking in the genre of narrative. The best example
is the biblical story of Sepors described in “The snake
Skin”, thematizing of which is possible in the context
of Hegel’s dialectic. How different the specifics of my-
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thos and philosophical thinking could be, in Grigol
Robakidze’s creative work they are united in rationally
colored metaphorical thinking. Consequently, Grigol
Robakidze’s narrative form of thinking is both meta-
phorical and rational.
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Tengiz Iremadze

INDIVIDUALISM OR INTERSUBJECTIV-
ITY?

(Nietzsche and Kant in Grigol Robakidze’s Work)

Abstract

Key issues of philosophy and sociology are not yet
properly studied in Grigol Robakidze’s creative work
what is the undeniable shortcoming of Georgian huma-
nitarian thought. However, Grigol Robakidze began his
creative activities with his extremely interesting lectu-
res and publications in philosophy and sociology.

The present work deals with Robakidze’s vision on
two most significant issues of philosophical thought —
individualism and intersubjectivity. The Georgian thin-
ker discussed these issues within the context of cogniti-
ve theory and based his argumentation on the concepts
of two greatest German philosophers — Immanuel Kant
and Friedrich Nietzsche. Grigol Robakidze somehow
broadens Kant’s concept — “Transcendental Cons-
ciousness” when he talks not only about the common
consciousness existing among people, but the “Com-
mon Consciousness” existing among people and other
living beings. Here we deal with the model of cosmic
consciousness which is so universal that comprises all
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the creatures of the universe. The transcendental cons-
ciousness understood in such a way provides not only
the reliable legitimization of social medium, but also
occupies a very profitable position in the philosophical
discussion on subjectivity and intersubjectivity; it is the
way from conscious individualism towards all-deter-
mining transcendentalism i.e. intersubjectivity. Passing
this road becomes possible through the communication
process that carries the intersubjective nature itself.
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