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SYNOPSIS

Christian culture, despite certain attempts, is still
unable to understand the Islamic world. The reason
for this is not just Eurocentrism, as it is often consid-
ered. But, the problem has much deeper and broad-
er basis, which begins in a relatively distant point of
history, in particular, in the Middle Ages, from the
results of the holy wars, after which the Islamic and
Christian nations ceased intercultural communica-
tion, maintained only formal political relations and
continued the development of their cultures individ-
ually.

The more or less serious study of Islamic culture,
in the West, begins only from the first half of the
twentieth century and despite the fact that this pro-
cess has been going on for a long time now, due to
non-systemic approach or many other reasons, we
do not have the necessary knowledge today; this is
evident in ongoing political, geopolitical, economical
or cultural discourses. Currently, on the one hand,
Western world is facing the danger of terrorism and
on the other hand the flows of migrants from the Is-
lamic countries, who, sometimes in aggressive forms,
are trying to preserve their cultural identity in these
new places and thus are promoting the nationalist
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and radical ultra-right ideas in a significant part of the
EU population. There is no ready and quick solution
of this situation, however, the most reliable way may
be intercultural communication and dialogue.

In the process of this dialogue, philosophy can
play a significant role as a sphere of peaceful, non-dog-
matic and intellectual communication. In the early
stages of development, Islamic and Christian philos-
ophies used the same sources and were interested in
identical topics. The illustrative example of this is
the medieval Muslim philosopher Al-Farabi, who, in
the Islamic world, developed the original concept of
political philosophy based on ancient Greek political
thought.

Al-Farabi’s political philosophy is largely based
on Plato’s teachings. He regarded Plato’s philosophy
and ideas as “true” philosophy. The political philos-
ophy of these two thinkers is based on a belief that
a reasonable regulation of socio-political relations is
possible. Like Plato, Al-Farabi exemplifies the role
of the philosopher in the political whole and thinks
that the rule of philosopher king is a precondition
of prosperity and happiness. It is likely that in the
conservative Islamic world giving such a great im-
portance to the philosophy would cause resistance,
so it is perhaps because of this circumstance that the
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Al-Farabi's political worldview is the synthesis of an-
cient philosophy and Islamic teachings.

Thus, Al-Farabi, in his political works, develops
Plato’s ideas in two directions, on the one hand,
through transformation, he tries to harmonize Pla-
tonic political philosophy and Islamic religious-polit-
ical context, and, on the other hand, he demonstrates
the universal character of some of the basic political
ideas of Plato. Thus, he seeks to overcome a boundary
between Islamic and ancient Greek cultures. That is
why Al-Farabi’s understanding of Plato differs from
the Western tradition, he presents Plato as a thinker
who denies universal morality, but at certain doses,
even in the sphere of the laws, allows universalism,
insofar as even in the most different political cultures,
laws can be in harmony with universal criteria of jus-
tice.

Ancient philosophy was the main source of
Al-Farabi’s thought. In his work Philosgphy of Plato and
Abristotle he seeks to overcome the differences between
the philosophies of these two great thinkers of the an-
cient epoch, which according to Al-Farabi, are caused
by the Platonic and Aristotelian philosophers of the
later epochs rather than Aristotle and Plato them-
selves. The distinction between these two traditions
of thinking is evident in such fundamental issues as
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understanding the universe, essence of reason, as in
the fields of law, ethics, and politics.

Al-Farabi’s political philosophy is an outstanding
phenomenon of Islamic political thought. His model
of political philosophy includes the synthesis of the
ancient Greek political philosophical ideas and the
different layers of Islamic culture. Al-Farabi had set a
difficult task: to reconcile, methodologically and sub-
stantially, the political worldview of Plato and Aris-
totle, and to adjust it with the religious-theological di-
mension of Islamic culture. From the contemporary
perspective, it can be said that he implemented this
huge political-philosophical project fruitfully and
formed a theoretical model of organizing and system-
atizing social-political entities; the unique elements of
this model have been successfully assimilated in the
Islamic world.
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7

NEW GEORGIAN UNIVERSITY
ARCHIVE OF CAUCASIAN PHILOSOPHY
AND THEOLOGY

I. East and West. Dialogue between the Cultures

Series List:

. Helmut Schneider, Aesthetics of Zen-Buddbism. Wabi-Sabi and Enrope-

an ldea of Beanty, translated by Giorgi Tavadze, Thbilisi: Publish-
ing House “Nekeri”, 2012, 44 pp., in Georgian.

. Giorgi Tavadze, The Power of Maps.Gelati and the Concept of Cancasian

Philosophy in the Context of Intercultural Philosophy, Tbilisi: Publishing
House “Nekeri”, 2013, 52 pp., in Georgian.

. Tengiz Iremadze, Pythagoras in the Context of Canucasian Philosophy,

Thilisi: Publishing House “Nekeri”, 2014, 64 pp., in Georgian.

Giorgi Khuroshvili, Jerusalens and Athens. Intercultural and Interdisci-
plinary Contexct, Thilisi: Publishing House “Nekeri”, 2015, 60 pp.,
in Georgian.

. Tengiz Iremadze, Religion — Tolerance — State, Tbilisi: Publishing

House “Nekeri”, 2016, 36 pp., in Georgian.

. Guram Tevzadze, Interpretations of Jewish Philosophers in Georgia,

Thilisi: Publishing House “Nekeri”, 2017, 44 pp., in Georgian.

. Jacques Maritain, A Philosopher in the City / Tengiz Iremadze, Phi-

losophy and Waorldly Wisdom, Tbilisi: Publishing House “Nekeri”,
2018, 48 pp., in Georgian.

. Giorgi Khuroshvili, Plato in Al-Farabi’s Political Philosophy, Tbilisi:

Publishing House “Nekeri”, 2018, 56 pp., in Georgian.
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II. Philosophy and Theology in Georgia

—_

. Early Modern Georgian Philosophy and its Major Representatives (second half
of the 18th century — second half of the 19th century), edited by Tengiz
Iremadze, Thilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2014, 180 pp., in Georgian.

2. Philosophy and Theology in Medieval Georgia, edited by Tengiz Iremadze,
Thilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2016, 220 pp., in Georgian.

3. Metropolitan Grigoli (Berbichashvili), Iona Khelashvili’s Metaphysical
Conception, Thilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2017, 220 pp., in Georgian.

III. Individual Editions

1. New Russian Imperialism and Cancasus, edited by Tengiz Iremadze,
Thilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2015, 136 pp., in Georgian.

2. The 1dea of Freedom in Philosophy, Theology, and Social Sciences, edited
by Tengiz Iremadze, Tbilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2016, 236 pp., in
Georgian.

3. St. Augustine — Teacher of Christianity, edited by Tengiz Iremadze,
Thilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2017, 252 pp., in Georgian.

4. Jean Grondin, The Philosophy of Religion, translated by Dodo La-
buchidze-Khoperia, Tbilisi: “Favorite Style”, 2018, 200 pp., in
Georgian.

5. The Mission of the modern University, edited by Metropolitan Grigoli
(Berbichashvili), Udo Reinhold Jeck, Tengiz Iremadze, Tbilisi:
“Favorite Style”, 2018, 132 pp., in Georgian.
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