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Conceptualizing Georgian Nation and
What is a Nation?by E.Renan

Mariam Chkhartishvili
Ketevan Mania

The paper seeks to determine the type of nineteenth century Georgian nationalism. For this purpose the
authors studied the works of -the famous Georgian writer and public figure referred as the ‘father of Georgian
nation’ Ilia Chavchavadze (1837-1907).

As it turns out the definition of nation by Chavchavadze was ambivalent: on one hand he perceived native
eri (the Georgian word for nation) in terms of civic nationalism, as political community, on the another hand — he
saw the Georgian nation in framework of ethnic, organic nationalism considering native community as living
creature endowed with soul and moral obligations.

Ambiguous conceptualization of eri was caused by the historical context: Georgia was part of the Russian
empire. This very fact made urgent mobilization along the ethno-cultural lines. But Georgia was multiethnic
country. Just this drove Chavchavadze to take care of creating basis for Georgian in-group civic solidarity and
conceptualize Georgian eri’s civic dimensions.

Chavchavadze was sure that his definition of the concept of nation coincided with of E.Renan’s.

The interpretation of Renan’s views by A Smith and investigation of Georgian discourse concerning the above
pointed issue, allowed the authors to conclude that the general matrix for Chavchavadze’s conception regarding the
notion of nation was indeed identical with of Renan’s ideas: conceptualization of nation by E.Renan was also equivocal.
Hwoever, Renan was not Chavchavadze’s direct source. Chavchavadze was inspired by the general context

Undouptedly, Chavchavadze found extremely important that his opinion concerning this key issue of the
modernity was coincided with the views of the eminent French scholar. Just by this fact might be explained the
periodical Iveria’s (1877-1906) editor and publisher of which was Chavchahadze, permanent interest to Renan’s
works, his ideas and events of public and personal life. First remark on Renan appeared in /veria in 1882 when the
Georgian translation of Renan’s essay What is a Nation? was published, while last information is dated by 1903.
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