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Guram Tevzadze

MERAB MAMARDASHVILI AND
GEORGIAN PHILOSOPHY

Abstract

This article is an attempt to represent Merab
Mamardashvili’s philosophical outlook. In addition, it
discusses his attitude toward the Georgian philosophi-
cal thinking and indicates his place in Georgian culture
and philosophy.
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Joél Bastenaire

LE « FRANCAIS » DE LA PHILOSOPHIE
SOVIETIQUE

Présenté de-ci de-la comme simple commentateur
de la philosophie cartésienne, on ne saurait dire que
Mamardachvili soit largement connu en France et sans
doute gueére plus dans le reste du monde, hors du cercle
étroit de ses amis et des quelques dizaines de disciples
¢éblouis qui eurent le bonheur de le croiser a Prague,
Moscou ou Thilissi. Cependant, sitét que 1’on accor-
de un peu plus d’attention aux effets de 1’ceuvre, on
s’aper¢oit que ce cercle qui s’¢largit chaque jour da-
vantage comprenait dés 1’origine des personnes dont le
role n’a pas été négligeable en Europe entre le début des
années 1960 et la fin du siécle passé.

La séduction s’exerce d’abord a Prague au début
des années 1960, dans I’atmosphére exaltante des pré-
mices du printemps tchéque, qui fut intellectuel bien
longtemps avant de devenir politique. A Prague, on par-
le beaucoup, on se déplace facilement et le jeune Ma-
mardachvili va méme se rendre a Paris sans en deman-
der le droit ni s’embarrasser de démarches consulaires.
C’est dans cette atmosphere qu’il prend acte de 1’exi-
stence d’une société civile bien longtemps avant que ce
concept ne devienne a la mode. Il est déja convaincant
pour quelques condisciples et entretient des relations

16



suivies avec certains des penseurs les plus remarqués de
ce temps-1a. De ce moment datent les premiers contacts
suivis avec des Francgais qui tomberont sous le charme
et ne ménageront pas leurs efforts pour faire connaitre
sa pensée. C’est a ces personnes, si elles avaient été di-
sponibles, qu’il revenait de rédiger ces quelques mots
plutdt qu’au témoin de seconde main que je suis.

J’ai parlé de charme. C’est le mot qui convient si
j’en crois ceux de mes amis de Moscou et Tbilissi qui
I’ont connu et m’en ont parlé, pour I’essentiel des non
philosophes qui ont eu recours a ses lumiéres pour se
faire un jugement sur ce qui dépassait la portée de leur
étroite spécialité. Charme est aussi le mot qui revient
sous la plume des plus austéres spécialistes de son do-
maine. Ce charme est relié¢ a son abord facile, son ama-
bilité, son intérét pour autrui et sa parole. Il aime parler,
mais il écoute aussi, tous ses familiers en témoignent,
c’est donc le dialogue qu’il appelle. I laisse bien plus
de textes posthumes reconstitués a partir de discours
que d’écrits de sa main. Mamardachvili pouvait avoir
pour éleves des artistes, cinéastes en particulier, un peu
comme Alexandre Kojéve aura formé dans les années
1930 la fine fleur des écrivains frangais et ne laisse
pour ceuvre que leurs notes de cours. C’est qu’a I’in-
star de ce Russe émigré, Mamardachvili est un maitre
de I’improvisation, un orfévre de la langue dont le flux
de paroles ouvre a I’auditeur des espaces insoupgonnés.
Le moment essentiel de sa pensée se cristallise dans le
mouvement de la parole.

Bon vivant, gros mangeur et amateur de bons mots,
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le philosophe d’expression russe, imprégné de Pouchki-
ne et de Pasternak, est on ne peut plus géorgien dans
son approche de I’échange en méme temps que frangais
par son besoin de Lumiéres. Ce qui est frangais chez lui
c’est le golt de universalisme et le rejet du particula-
risme et du relativisme. S’il mesure I’importance de sa
culture nationale et peut avoir des mots trés durs con-
tre le chaos et I’avilissement russes, véhiculés par une
armée qui a pour mission d’instaurer 1’esclavage, s’il
oppose a cette barbarie ’individualisme et le respect
de soi,' ce n’est pas pour se placer dans une perspective
étroite de défense des valeurs nationales. Il revendique
I’indépendance du sujet a 1’égard de sa culture et ne
craindra pas de dire : « je ne me bats pas pour la langue
géorgienne, mais pour ce qui se dit en géorgien ». Car
pour Mamardachvili la philosophie n’a pas de patrie,
sa mission est universelle. Il est de ceux qui renouent
les fils de I’histoire, qui ne veulent pas laisser 1’oubli
recouvrir ce que le totalitarisme a tenté de gommer.

En vrai Géorgien héritier de I’antique Colchide hel-
Iénisée, il ne trouve pas de meilleur espace pour s’ex-
primer que celui de la convivialité. Admirable vulga-
risateur, abordant toutes les facettes de la philosophie

1  «CymecTByeT Ipy3UHCKOE JOCTOMHCTBO. MBI HE XOTENIH
MPUHUMATh 3Ty JEPbMOBYIO, HHIIYIO KH3HB, KOTOPOI
JIOBOJIBCTBYIOTCA pycckue. OHM C HEHl COIVIacHbI, Mbl
— TPY3HHBI — HeET. ... Pycckue TOTOBBI €CThb CelelnKy
Ha KJIOuke ras3eTbl. HopManbHBINA, HE BBIPOJUBILUICS
IPY3UH Ha 3TO HE cHocoOeH. BHyTpeHHss MOBEPXHOCTh
PAKOBHHBI OTpa)kaeT oOpa3 caMOyBaXKEHHs I'Py3MHA, €r0
qyBCTBO COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOHHCTBAY.
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occidentale du 20e siécle, celui que Jean Pierre Vernant
qualifie de « Socrate géorgien » faisait luire dans le
brouillard sémantique de I’idéologie officielle les lucio-
les d’une éthique rigoureuse, exprimée sans exces de
sévérité. On a dit de lui qu’il avait su insuffler la liberté
dans I’espace de la non liberté. Son message non écrit
est une véritable théorie de 1’ « Espace libre de la con-
science » qui ne débouche sur aucun manifeste au nom
d’une stratégie d’évitement de la confrontation avec les
censeurs. On se souviendra que ses « Méditations car-
tésiennes », qui n’avaient pas pu étre éditées en URSS
et ne I’ont été que trés récemment en Russie, ont été
d’abord lues en France.

Mamardachvili connait bien les Allemands qu’il
lit dans 1’original et ne cache pas une certaine fascina-
tion pour le jeune Marx ainsi que pour Husserl, mais il
choisit néanmoins de travailler sur des objets littéraires
qu’il comprend mieux que la logomachie machiniste de
I’idéalisme allemand. Montaigne, La Boétie, Monte-
squieu et Rousseau auront été ses lectures de jeunesse,
mais elles ne ’auront pas porté vers 1’étude de notre
langue, a laquelle il préfére d’abord I’italien, ni forcé
a s’intéresser a tout ce qui est frangais : ni Sartre, ni
rien de I’existentialisme a la mode de son temps, ni
Foucault dont il rejette le rigorisme et ne lira pas ses
livres proches de ses préoccupations comme « le Souci
de soi »... Platon, Descartes et Kant constituent la tria-
de de ses préférés, par gout de la forme, fascination de
1élégance, parce que la philosophie lui semble un art
fondé sur un style. Ce golt du mot et du mouvement
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de la phrase I’aménent a préférer les phénoménologues
frangais a leurs maitres allemands et 1’écrivain Proust a
I’idéologue Bergson parce que le témoignage lui sem-
ble supérieur a la logique pure, parce que le sensible est
la pierre angulaire de son approche. Le sensible au sens
de ce qui est tangible car rien n’est plus loin de lui que
le sentimentalisme ou le romantisme. Avec Mamarda-
chvili on est dans le concret, la projection de 1’Etre dans
I’espace physique et c’est a partir de cette situation que
s’envisage notre présence au monde historique, dimen-
sion dans laquelle la culture sert de fil conducteur.

On évoque a son sujet une « philosophie de 1’éton-
nement » qui est de toute évidence une vraie maieu-
tique. Mamardachvili s’étonne ou bien affecte de ne
pas comprendre pour susciter le questionnement. On
lui a beaucoup reproché ses arrangements avec les faits
historiques, un certain amateurisme apparent qui était
en fait une méthode. Comment comprendre autrement
qu’il ait pu prononcer, au détour d’une « Méditation
cartésienne » ces mots inattendus : « je ne suis pas cer-
tain de bien comprendre ce que je dis moi-méme » ?
N’est-ce pas la confirmation d’une honnéteté absolue,
d’une vraie adéquation avec son programme de prome-
neur de la philosophie pour qui « la matiére du philoso-
phe est lui-méme et non pas la correction des autres » ?
On parle bien ici d’une philosophie de la vie, ou la vie
est envisagée comme le seul mouvement de 1’esprit qui
s’inscrit dans le réel, et la seule ceuvre d’art possible.
En ce sens, bien que Mamardachvili — contrairement a
Camus, ne fonde pas son discours sur un commentai-
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re de Nietzsche, il est comme lui un philosophe pour
qui vaut seul le mouvement réel du partage, une im-
pulsion de nature morale qui génére la transmutation
du réel. S’il n’avait pas mis, dés I’abord, 1’éthique au
centre, Mamardachvili aurait pu, lui aussi, considérer
que la négation de la vie est « le seul probléme vraiment
sérieux ».

Sur la France et ce qu’il croit lui devoir, il a un jour
ces mots révélateurs : « I’'une de mes découvertes prin-
cipales a été celle du don purement francais de la vie.
Vivre de toutes ses forces, intensément, ne pas constru-
ire une théorie de la liberté, mais vivre la liberté. » Son
modele est ici le combat singulier, un corps a corps avec
le monde dont il cherche I’exemple dans les figures de
Marcel Proust et d’Antonin Artaud. Mais comment ne
pas y reconnaitre aussi I’auteur de La Peste ? Car Ma-
mardachvili est bel et bien un moraliste, la référence
a Kant n’est pas chez lui une simple coquetterie, I’en-
gagement dont témoigne « La Pensée empéchée » le
confirme. Il s’agissait 1a d’une tentative de formaliser
une philosophie politique malgré les entraves posées
par le totalitarisme. Et cette posture de résistance prend
une couleur stoicienne quand Mérab répond a son ami
Louis Althusser qui se demande s’il ne va pas, a son
tour, émigrer : « je reste, car c¢’est ici qu’on voit le fond
des choses, a nu ».
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Dodo Laboutchidzé

MERAB MAMARDACHVILI - PHILOSOPHE,
DEMOCRATE, CITOYEN

Résumé

Dans cet article il est démontré que le principal
chez Merab Mamardachvili c¢’est la révolte de la pen-
sée contre une société ou il n’y a pas de place pour la
pensée, ou contre la dignité de la pensée et de la con-
science, la bétise est érigée en régle de vie. Et ce qui
était libérateur pour Mamardachvili, ¢’était le spectacle
de I’homme qui conquiert sa liberté intérieure en luttant
avec soi et avec le monde. Ce spectacle il le trouvait
chez les philosophes frangais et ce qui 1’attirat dans
I’esprit francais, c’était le grand nombre de penseurs
qui ont osé connaitre le risque de la vie. Assurément,
les conditions de la philosophie ne sont pas celles du
vacarme politique, elle a besoin de solitude et de si-
lence. Mais la philosophie transforme ce qui est figé en
un mouvement pour le faire revenir a son état de feu.
Pour le salut de I’ame cet acte est nécessaire.

Philosophe Mamardachvili a ¢té aussi militant
de la cause géorgienne; il s’apercevait que tout ce
qui le dérangeait, c’était ce qui dérangeait la vie, que
les Géorgiens étaient soviétiquement réduits, ils ne
savaient comment vivre dans une société complexe: le
rapport intérieur possible avec les penseurs passés a été
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rompu. I fallait sortir de I’illusion de 1’aide qui avait
des effets totalitaires. Il est bien connu que les slogans
nationalistes ne fondent pas une démocratie, cela ne
suffit pas pour un véritable mouvement démocratique:
la société civile se forme a partir d’autonomies particu-
liéres. Une vérité lui parait fort claire: sur leur chemin
vers I’indépendance les Géorgiens devaient compren-
dre qu’ils étaient seuls et qu’ils devaient travailler sur
eux-mémes pour chaser I’ignorance et les ténebres
historiques accumulées dans leurs moeurs, les arts, le
savoir-faire qu’ils n’ appartenaient qu’a eux seuls de
désoviétiser leur pensée et leur langue. Mamardachvili
se battait pour «ce qui se disait en géorgien». Son ana-
lyse était sans complaisance.
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Giorgi Baramidze

UNDERSTANDING OF PHILOSOPHY IN
MERAB MAMARDASHVILI

Abstract

This article deals with Mamardashvili’s understand-
ing of philosophy. Mamardashvili thinks that philo-
sophical practice is always connected with Socrates. To
start Philosophy means: Socrates appears on the stage
i.e. the starting point of philosophy is a theatrical one.
As such it is characterized by conditionality or is appa-
ritional. The author of this article thinks that Socrates is
not a paradigm, therefore he can not be imitated. Also,
it is impossible Mamardashvili to be imitated. He often
is named as a new Socrates. But he is always disguised
like a stranger in Plato’s Sophist. It seems almost im-
possible to catch him.
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Lali Zakaradzé

LA PENSEE DE MERAB MAMARDACHVILI
DANS LE CADRE DES RECHERCHES DE LA
CULTURE MODERNE

Résumé

Cet article a pour objectif ’analyse des opinions
philosophiques de Merab Mamardachvili dans le cadre
de la problématique qui souléve actuellement encore
les sujets plus ou moins cruciaux de philosophie de
la culture moderne. Du point de vue culturaliste, il est
dégagé quelques théses assez importantes, notamment:
la philosophie et le probléme du nationalisme; le réle
de I’étude des différentes stratégies et la possibilité
de leur synthése dans le processus du dialogue entre
des cultures; la pensée, I’importance de sa profondeur
et la recherche des liens naturels entre des esprits; le
caractere typique de la mentalité soviétique; le nation-
alisme étroit et le processus du nivellement des cul-
tures; le probléme de “I’identité nationale” a la lumiére
des éveénements actuels en Géorgie post-soviétique et
I’analyse du phénoméne — “I’image de ’ennemi” dans
la mentalité de I’homme soviétique — selon 1’opinion de
Merab Mamardachvili.
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Lali Antidze

ON SOME ASPECTS OF
MERAB MAMARDASHVILI’S
“CARTESIAN REFLECTIONS”

Abstract

The article deals with some aspects of the lecture
course of Merab Mamardashvili (1930-1990) that is
known as “Cartesian Reflections”.

It should be noted that Mamardashvili does not sub-
ject any points of Descartes’ philosophy to criticism.
Analysis that he accomplishes are immanent to Des-
cartes’ metaphysical meditations. The methodological
approach that Mamardashvili uses while analyzing Des-
cartes’ philosophy is of great interest as well. It is a resto-
ration of Descartes’ own way through transformation of
ego and its renovation. He invites listeners to co-thinking
that gives ground to the endless possibilities of interpret-
ing the reflections. It should be mentioned in this respect
that the author simultaneously applies phenomenological
as well as Socratic approach to the issue.

Both thinkers consider that all types of knowledge
are subjected to eternal renovation and at every turn
it should be comprehended anew over and over again
what you think you know. Thus, the most important is
the fact of “now” and “being here” as far as the knowl-
edge is in the eternal present.
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It should be noted that Mamardashvili approves the
admission of psycho-physical parallels by Descartes.
Moreover, he assumes that Descartes did not even have
any attempts to overcome this obstruction due to a sim-
ple reason that this circumstance did not represent an
obstruction within the frames of his teaching.
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A philosopher is not surprised at evil, de-
struction, chaos or disorder, although usually we,
people, are surprised at that... What is surprising and
remarkable is that there is good... Just a tiny island of
order in the chaos — that’s remarkable.

Bombmgmbl o6 33006, Gmegbs  dob
B0body dmmBgdsl, aobogn@gdsl, Jomblbs o
BgbHngmdals bgsgl. od(zs, Rzgb, Bggmmgdog,
3303300L ymgaeogg b Mo yagmsdy 9BH™
adbomsefo ©s LoggoMggmos, gb ool boggomg...
BgbEogol 356560bs 3mbdmma Jombab m3gebgdo —
30, 6o 360l gobam(zso.

3. 3333 3dz0emn

76



8. 3s35M@adzomab MgignEes LadmzeMastgm
960md  3M3gmo  0g8ss.  380@m3, Babsdwgdamy
LEGNSTo  YuMomgds  aogsdsbgamy  dbmenme
gBommbogon®  mgdbogmbgdbs  ©s  9b(303mm3g-
©09ddg. B 73> bws, LEMmo L3gdGHolL obs-
modo 88 3mbiMgdm dgdmbggzsdo dgndmgdg-
mos. 93mgbsw, 39393009, nbgmo mgdbogmbgda s
96303mm3gm0gd0 393gMBos, Mm3mgdocs, Hmame(s
m3006m0 dmmemmdom, sbggg, 80bbgdoom, 3339~
oMsE  aobbbgegogdnsh bbgs mgdbozmbgdabogsb.
sbgmo  9b0gmm3gmogdals dgoagbsdy s3@mMms
3Msgomtnzbmazebo 3mmgd@ngo 8mdsmab s abobo
80bbo abobaggh, Gm3 dmzgdmmo gd3mdob go-
mmbmgon®o  (3mebs  9bngmm3gmnsda  3sgbod-
sengfa bEmmymgomem bamdmahobmb. sdmngsw,
0omgamo  bEsGoabs o9 0gdob Ig@hggelb of
35bbogmomgdgmo 860d36gmmds gbaggds. &ubg-
360300, abgo gb303emm3gngdda (30m3g LBdGNS
89608 3535Madz0mdy Jommggmo gommmbmegmbab
50tgdabe o ©adbabyMgdady 3056036730,

B0bodgdamg LGeGNadn Logsbagdm yaMapmyg-
bl 3399mIMd  abgabn@gbmazsb gommbmgon®
LogM(3gL. FogMed Go@md abgmal@gbmgabl s
oM 39M3obymgbmgabl, ob ormbosiz BMebammyg-
Bmgobb? Bobabo Fom@ngns: MdMommE  080Gm3,
8 0bgmabyn gbs, mgbomgmdom, s3s@gdonc
Log@Egde y3omody 3o3MEgmodgeme gbss. goM-
s odabs, 3. 8s85M@adzamal Mg399300L Sbarn-
0Dab ©sbygds 0bgmabnMgbmagsbn gommbmgana
bogMgnor Lamoi o  godmmnzbagh 393amaddn

77



8585Mad30mm0lb Mg(398300L 33mgzel Lbgs gme-

GaFmem-96mdMog 39mgdda. 83 3mbEgJLE3n Bo-
3oM@ad30mab Mg (399300L Bnbsdrgdaty LGsGnadn

dbmmme aszzcom dgzgbgdao.

Logobagdme Mbws 50badbml Gybmma go-
mmbmgon®a bog@alb dgbobgd. Azgbos Lodbnb-
oMmE, Mbms  50bndbmb, M3, KxgHRIMMS0o,
Grbam gommbmgon® bogMgda dsdsMesdgamab
d98md3gmgds go30mgdom @™ ab@gbbommowss
530bgdmmon, 30Mg  dob  bdddmdemmdn,  bLogde-
Goggmmda. gb gbgds Bmgm3 8s8sMadz0emals
653MmBgdalb go8m(398sb, sbgzg, 8ol Bg39x(300L.
8580M@adgaemolb  398mddggdol  33mgzeL  ge-
dmogmgds LogeMmggmmaa Gmbgom-bagstmggemmb
dmmol  oMbgdagm 88 gnm@GHnm  ,6s3Marb®
53mogLygdb.

0bgmoby®gbmgeb  gommbmgon®  bogMzgdo
(3bmdomos  Ay@mgxob  Bormmbmgon®o  gb(3ns-
mm3geos.! 8. 3s806sd30mb o (39m3g bBsGs
9dmgbgds.  LsGoab sg@MENS  Jgfar  g8g@bm-
Bo. o0go 853s6sdzamb ,396m3gbmemmanals s
(36md0gMg30L  Boemmbmgnab LygMmdo baddmms
3939060b  gfm-gfo yzgmedy ao3mgbosh dmob-
mzbgLb* Mbmegdl. 3s3sM@adgamn Goemmbmem-
bLmdab ,bmgMeG e LENEL® sboggdms B3nModg-

1 Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy (General Editor —
Edward Craig), 1998.

78



bLeBob, 8BndBogl bBsGab d3@™En, crmd(zs, 36
860d369mmmzabn BodMmmIgdn aodmagdggybs M. ©gg-
oMGab, a. 3. @3- 3gagmab, 0. 3obGobs s gMba-
o mo@ gl (BOBbOJ‘Qmﬁgbom 30, dombgem
36b@Enb) Jgbobgd.

J- 9996bmbol  LGsGos FsdsMsdzgoemals Igbe-
bgd 3wgb0dy J3931bd@ow agmes. gbgbos: 1. o-
3om@adgomal (3bmgMgds; 2. Be8stsdzoemal 3Mo-
&0gamo 3Mmdgdo; 3. 3s80Madgzammol ,gormbm-
Bmbmds* ,Ogbama” gommbmgoal Bobssmdwga;
4. 853sM@adzaemal  Bgmoamo  godmygbgdom  bg-
mm3bgdsbs s 3Mag@ngmm gbog@ngsdo.

8580Madgamol  (3bmgMgdol  IGabgdo  93-
96bmbl  dmgmaw, dogMed  3m33sg@ Mo oggb
353m393mmoa:  bLSGNsdo  sxbadbymns, B3I
85856©5330em0  o0ds®s  LadsMmggmmdn, amEdn
(b@oqunb 3dmdmon® doqwodan). 1954 Bgmb 856
©33ma36s 3mbgmazal LobgmBbogm @baggmbodg-
&b gormbmgnolb gognm@g@oe, 1957 Bgmb 3g3-
BogMgdoms 3obmoe@n aobws, bmem 1970 bgemb
»doeobdo  Lamd@mmm  ©abgm@sEns 0339
1957-1961 bmgddn  3s8sMsdgaemo  Idomdos
gebsen  “Bompockl  punocopun”-b  Mgsdznsdo,
booenm 1961 Bgemb 0go gm@boen “TIpobaeMsr Mupa
n commammMa’-b Mgosd30odo 8nsgmobgl, Lawss
1966 Bmody dndomdws.

9996bmbo 5xb0dbagl, Mm3 3mbGLadgmas -
Lgodn 3. Be8sMEsdzomal boasbGgge Logdame of-
Gmora@os. 93 dbng asbbszmmmgdoo ombsbnd-
Bogns 3mbEgmabngnfn 33mg3900L madmEs@mmas

79



(Gbgornl 8g(3609Mgdsms 35009805, Gormmbmggnals
06bGoEMB0), Lowsi LoddmEE  (36MBaggdsb,
39(360969d0L  abGmGosl ©s Lbgs 3Mmdmadgdl
0339396, 3035Madgnmals  yggmaedy  aodmhyg-
Boem 3mbbBagmaggdee g8gMbmba o. 30s8ogmbzab,
3. B03obl, o. dby@abl s 3. 3s35Msdgznmal o6-
Jo30bEL, 0. bgbmgmbmgl BanRBy3L.

LGoG0nb 53@ME0 3obLsgNMMdNm yuMowpmyg-
3ol 53abgnmgdl  dsdaMmadgamoal  goemmbmem-
Lmdab LEomdY: bogmggmmome (36mdoemas, H™3
035093060 goemmbmegaal ,83036%, 3g(360gGe
LGOS Jgogdom, BeBstsdznmo M3nMadg-
Lmdsb  sboggdws  abGgMzagdl,  abgnbogdl,
»(3MGEBOm”  LamdMgdL.  Formbmgmbmdol  sbgm
35bgMol 8. Bodamadgoma ,b3sdsmems Gaenmbm-
Bmbmdsb” (Purocodemeosanue scayx) mbmgds.

LEsG0sda babasbdmmas, GmI Bsdotsdzaemo
o 0gm oEgdomom 3sbbymdoma Gl Mg-
m0g0Mmo goenmbmgnab 30360y 0go s¢bndbagws,
M8 ,9M0-9Mm0 0©gs, Mm3gmdsy gosbowans
Gabagmo  Jom@aes XX baggabolb  ©sbsbynbdo,
ogm ogaegnolb negs“. Gabym gnm@Egmsl dedsm-
sdg0mo ,0653356@ 0 NG 3umENEIL” MBmogdos.
Bmgomom 533006930 o6 godmdgh, oy Mmmgmm
0DHM369896, 0Lbo M3 Mag00bma >DFMYENEL go-
3mB8nboty dggagdl nmgomobBnbgdgh. &3 dbag
rbgon gobboggmmgdom gedmombgmes. Gnbgmndn
Jggagdolb Bomgdsl LoGyggdab godmygbgdols o8-
®Md0bgdbgb. 830@m3 gL J3g9sbs dMmsd 3o~
oo mAEbrmdol  gmxmbgog® doamdstgm-

80



380“ 0dymaygdmes.

8s80Madgaemo  300fbgzl, ®m3  0Eggdo o
ool 3sbgdolb  Fg8mddggdol boymezn.  gMe@-
ol sbodomszns 0brngopsmyMon brgds, dobo
3Mmad@&nz0bs300 3gmdmgdgmoas. sdom  sabbbgds
80856©s330mal 306G MgLgds 0brngamsrn
53@mbmBnal 3Gmdmadao.

gommbmggos,  808sMsdzamol  dobgogzom,
©0bsdogyMo  3Mm(zgbos. ol gfmagzatio  Bnbsgsbo
9BmgdLoss, Gm3gmas, ghombgm gssd@oymmgdol
dg8mb393530, sbobgmo abawsb o6 gowanbggsl.
bgMa@glb Bbasgbaw, 8s8sMmsdgamoy 800Rbggl,
™8 gommbogmbmdob 3Gmgbo (bodggmab 3b-
303[)0(9) 3Mwsd Ybrs LENMEIdMEIL. Gormbm-
gmbmdabamgal sg30mgdgmas 3s@ombbsw, BMhgg-
mo© 3DOHMg6gds (Mbicaums uecnno). 8ol go3q009-
ds 30 qgoEuMgbse Morgmos. LEmGgo s3n@ma,
. ©9350@bs ©s 0. 3ob@L 3s8sMmmsdzamo Mol
9360m3gem Gormbmgmbgdae d0oRbgsws.

99g6bmbo  omomgdlb  ,bsdn  K*-L 36nb-
303y 3035Msdgamol  dgdmgdggdadn. gbgbao:
3968 gbombo (6363 dioﬁ)@)n), 035699 39680
5 BOdbi 3ogyge. (36mdamo  gormbemgmbgdal
339600 sbgzg (36mdoema 3BgMmol sbabgmgds
o @bs 393303300@gL, Moash 3sdsMmsdgamn
3330000 dmgemb  of  s3mgdms  sbgomn  LbGamab
0@ gMG MLy ©5 Gormbmgnsl dmEnb. bLoy-
M39mmdmE  (36mdaons, dsgsmomaw, dobo @anb-
&9fgbgds doebgm 3L oom.

39M@&9Dasbama  ,89% 3oMggmo  3otal  Lob-

81



anmonm  9JbobGgbosl  asdmbagegl  (cogito),
boenm  30b6G0sbnm ,89“-b 89Lady oMol GEsb-
L396EIBESm M0 3mbazos Jggbadedgds. Fomgsb
396Lbgs39800, 3o 33Lbgmmo ,89“-baogal w36mdas
GmamEz dofggmo, sbgzg, 8gbedy 3ofa. ol Dmd-
d0s, MmBgma(g 3Lyl Ladysmdo gbdzombo-
98L. LBy sbgomn BmBdgdoor ,obobemgda-
mo@* JooRbms 8o8sMsdznmb Laddgmms 3ogdatanl
oMbgdmdal ob 3gMomo, Mmdgmbsg ,bogsMmm-
dsb* (enacnocmv) mBmwgdwbab.

9996bmbal  LGoGosl b  gFogal  dodo-
©ad30malb  3GmBgdalb  3M3gmo  dndromaMmagas.
o0omge 65dMmBL 6 gMmmgob Imgmy sembgo
(3[), LogMome, ©sdsbobnsmgdgmos dmzgdnma gb-
GonmS{](goobomgnb); sbg Mmd, onb@gmgbgdaym
3300b3gmb mzsmab gMomo gowsegmgdom dgdmos
359(36mb  85356adznmal  IGmMIgdals  doMomsw
36mdmada@n3ob.

dgmMon  ma@gfe@fnwsb 53g@bmbL dnmoa-
ogdgmo odgb Bmbamgbmgsba bsdGMBn ,0bMab
3mbagbnsm@mde“?  ms, oz 8mzgdmm  3g0-
obggzedn  Aggbmgolb  g@@m  860336gmmmasbas,
0gn  dbabgmgdl abgmoba@gbmazsb Bystimb. gbss
3. 3geRmoboolb dBm3s ,85356@adz0emals 6m636o",3
Gmdgmbsg bagmdgmen @egom s3@mMal dnMawn
LamdMgdo Bodssdznmosb.

39930 g6(303emm3gns, Lowss 8mgadag Lo~

2 ob. B. Kpymuxos, Konrennannocts Mblciu: o ¢puaocode
Mepabe Mamapaamsuiu, Mocksa, 1994.

3 ob. B. Murchland, The Mind of Mamardashvili, Ohio:
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Giorgi Tavadze

MERAB MAMARDASHVILI’S
RECEPTION ABROAD
(Philosophical encyclopedias and dictionaries)

Abstract

The following article presents the analysis of M.
Mamardashvili’s reception in English philosophical
encyclopedias. There is discussed K. Emerson’s ar-
ticle in Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy (by Ed-
ward Craig, Routledge, 1998), also N. Motroshilova’s
article in Encyclopedia of Philosophy (by Donald M.
Borchert, MacMillan Reference, 2006, 2™ edition). The
attention is given to online encyclopedias as well. In
Stanford Online Encyclopedia (http://plato.stanford.
edu/) is the article about Georgian philosopher Joane
Petrizi (author — Prof. Dr. Tengiz Iremadze), but there
does not exist particular article about M. Mamardash-
vili. The author of the article hopes that the appearance
of such an article will promote the understanding of
M.Mamardashvili’s work in English-speaking (and not
only English-speaking) world.

The English article in Wikipedia about M. Mamar-
dashvili is quite poor. This prevents Georgian philoso-
pher’s proper reception abroad. The main initiative
of editing these articles should come from academic
circles.
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There exists cultural “break” between Russian and
Georgian receptions of M. Mamardashvili. The existed
“break” is reflected badly on Georgian philosophy. To
fill this “break™ it is necessary intensification of scien-
tific analysis of M. Mamardashvili’s work in Georgian
philosophical space.
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Lancelot R. Fletcher

A SLOW READING OF “THE CIVIL SOCIETY:
AN INTERVIEW WITH
MERAB MAMARDASHVILI”

The Civic Arts Review, Vol. 2, no. 3, Summer 1989.
http://car.owu.edu/pdfs/1989-2-3.pdf

The interview was published in Vol 2, no. 3, the
summer, 1989 issue of the Civic Arts Review, a journal
published at Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware,
Ohio. The journal describes itself as, “a journal relat-
ing liberal education and public life.” The identity of
the interviewer is not revealed in the publication. The
introduction to the transcript of the interview mentions
two books that were published in 1988 and mentions
another which was to be published “this year.” It also
states that Mamardashvili “...was recently appointed a
Richard D. Lombard International Fellow at the Ketter-
ing Foundation in Dayton, Ohio, and late in the summer
he conducted a series of seminars there. The following
interview reflects what was on Mamardashvili’s mind
at that time.” From this it seems safe to infer that the
interview was conducted in the summer or fall of 1989,
either at the Kettering Foundation in Dayton or at Ohio
Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio. From the fact
that the text refers to the interview in the past tense,
it is safe to infer that this introduction was not spoken
during the interview itself (as it might have been if the
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interview had been conducted on the radio or on TV).
Although the introductory paragraphs are not part
of the interview and were almost certainly written after-
ward, there is a kind of disconnection between the title
and the introduction, on the one hand, and the content
of the interview itself which merits some preliminary
comment. The title of the interview refers to civil soci-
ety. Likewise, the introductory paragraphs are focused
on the subject of civil society. They speak of the idea of
civil society as something that is “in the air these days.”
Daniel Bell is quoted as writing that “the demand for
a return to civil society is the demand for a return to a
manageable scale of social life. It emphasizes volun-
tary associations, churches, and communities, arguing
that decisions should be made locally and should not
be controlled by the State and its bureaucracies.” The
unidentified author of these introductory paragraphs
then asserts that “This demand is keenly felt in the So-
viet Union...” And, in the context of this assertion, the
author then introduces Mamardashvili by saying, ‘“Pre-
eminent among those calling for a return to the civil
society in the Soviet Union is Merab Mamardashvili.”
Now, this may be so, but the author of the introduc-
tion does not cite any source for this assertion or any
lecture or text in which Mamardashvili issued such a
call. A Google search on “Mamardashvili + “civil soci-
ety”” produced nearly 700 hits, but, with one exception,
all the references to Mamardashvili and civil society
were references to this interview. (the exception is an
article by Bakar Berekashvili in A Different View, the
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monthly newsletter of the International Association for
Political Science Students; Issue 21, March, 2008., in
which Berekashvili says that, “Mamardashvili strongly
promoted the idea of civic participation and need for
civil society for any state and he delivered his lectures
with such visions and views during Soviet era...” but
Berekashvili does not cite any particular lecture or
published document in which Mamardashvili did this.)
So it appears that Mamardashvili’s “pre-eminence” as
a Soviet advocate for a return to civil society may be
almost entirely based on this one interview from 1989.

Based on the title, and on the content of these in-
troductory remarks, one would expect to find that civil
society was to be the principal subject of the interview;
we would expect that the interviewer would say some-
thing like, “We have heard that you are among those
people in the Soviet Union who have recently been call-
ing for a return to civil society. Please tell us your ideas
about civil society and what you are advocating. But
nothing of that kind happens. We don’t, of course, know
what words were exchanged between the interviewer
and Mamardashvili prior to the interview, but in what is
published here the interviewer never prompts Mamar-
dashvili to speak about civil society.

In fact the whole conversation seems to unfold
more or less organically from biographical questions
addressed to Mamardashvili, and it is Mamardashvili,
not the interviewer, who first begins to talk about civil
society — not in connection with a political position that
he holds, not in connection with some “...call for a re-
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turn to civil society,” but in answer to a question from
the interviewer about how one knows that one is in his-
tory — a question that is itself provoked by a very round-
about answer from Mamardashvili to an earlier ques-
tion about how he happened to become a philosopher.

In the course of the following “slow reading” of
Mamardashvili’s conversation with the unnamed inter-
viewer we will see for ourselves exactly how Mamar-
dashvili’s expression of ideas about civil society emerg-
es from fundamental philosophical considerations. And
[ hope it will become clear that the philosophically in-
trinsic character of Mamardashvili’s ideas about civil
society is both the most interesting and the most prob-
lematic thing revealed in the interview.

The interviewer begins with what seems to be a
casual, background-establishing question, “What is it
like being a professor in the Soviet Union today?” To
this Mamardashvili responds that he doesn’t do much
teaching and explains something that is probably unfa-
miliar to the American audience, namely that in the So-
viet Union the functions of teaching and research were
quite strictly separated.

The interviewer then asks him if he would like to
do more teaching. Mamardashvili responds, “Not in the
conditions as they exist now. Marxist-Leninist philoso-
phy is required of every student in the universities and
it takes armies of professors to meet this demand. If I
were a professor I would become part of that army and
I wouldn’t find that very interesting. Research is more
energizing and liberating.”
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At first sight this may seem to be an insignificant
piece of conversation, like the exchanges of two strang-
ers meeting in an airport terminal — polite but inconse-
quential. But after reading it over a few times it begins
to appear that there is a lot going on beneath the surface
which may be relevant to what comes later.

The first question that comes to my mind is, why
does the interviewer ask this question? I can think of
two possible partial answers. In the first place, I think
the interviewer’s question reveals that he was surprised
by Mamardashvili’s answer. It confronted him with a
significant difference between the Soviet Union and the
US in terms of the cultural expectations about the orga-
nization of higher education.

In most American universities it is assumed that
teaching and research are naturally complementary ac-
tivities and faculty members are generally not granted
tenure (lifetime employment) unless they publish a
sufficient quantity of original research in their fields.
But, in the second place, the interviewer probably asks
Mamardashvili if he would like to do more teaching
because the interviewer, if he or she were in a strictly
research position, would want to do more teaching.

Why? Not because everybody in research institu-
tions wants to teach. That is not the case. Some sci-
entists enjoy teaching, but many do not. In fact many
research universities attempt to attract well-known sci-
entists to join their faculties by promising to exempt
them from most of the normal teaching duties that are
borne by less eminent faculty members. So, for people
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who are dedicated to pursuing the truth, teaching obli-
gations may simply be a distraction.

But we may suppose that the interviewer in this case
is a person who is not merely interested in discovering
some value-free truth about things. He and his institute
are not merely interested in studying civil society. He is
interested in promoting civil society. And I suspect that
he sees teaching as one way to achieve this.

But this means that, for an American academic ad-
vocate of civil society, the classroom becomes a kind
of political space. And, like most American academics,
the interviewer, we may imagine, sees no difficulty or
contradiction in using his teaching activity as a form of
political action which expresses his own political com-
mitments. (Recall that this interview is being conducted
for publication in a journal devoted to “relating liberal
education and public life.”) Mamardashvili, however,
quickly lets the interviewer know that in the Soviet
Union teaching was very explicitly a form of political
conversation. That might not be a problem from the
viewpoint of the interviewer, provided that the teach-
er was allowed to teach the students from within the
framework of his own political commitments and un-
derstandings. But in the Soviet Union the political con-
versation of the classroom provided practically no safe
opportunities for the expression of the teacher’s own
political opinions or intentions. In the Soviet Union the
political conversation of the classroom was intended to
produce indoctrination in Marxism-Leninism. Armies
of professors of “scientific communism” were required
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to accomplish this massive task, but there was no ex-
pectation that such professors would teach Marxism-
Leninism or scientific communism based on their own
opinions or ideas. Quite the contrary. Any teacher of
these subjects who did express ideas or opinions at vari-
ance from those contained in the official textbooks was
putting himself in grave danger of dismissal or worse.

For this reason, as a person with an extraordinary
habit (given the circumstances) of thinking for himself,
Mamardashvili recognized that teaching would not be
a safe or rewarding activity, and it is no wonder that
he should consider life as a researcher to be more en-
ergizing and liberating — and safer — than a career of
teaching.

But what about the promotion of civil society? In
the Soviet Union, based on what Mamardashvili says
(and lots of other reports as well) it appears that the
university classroom was not a safe or available place
for civil society development. That much is pretty obvi-
ous. But what about the assumption of many western
academics that, where academic freedom exists, the
classroom IS the appropriate locus for stimulating the
development of civil society? We have grown accus-
tomed to the phenomenon of student political activists,
to the notion that universities are breeding places for
political action. If Mamardashvili were here, I would
want to ask him, if the universities in the former Soviet
Union were to enjoy academic freedom, would this pro-
vide an adequate space for the proper development of
civil society? And does it provide an adequate space for
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the development of civil society anywhere?

Having failed to learn much about Mamardashvili
as a professor, the interviewer next asks him to talk
about his education, about where he obtained his uni-
versity degree. Mamardashvili responds that he had
earned his diploma at the University of Moscow —
but then he spontaneously adds, “That was a mistake.
I should have stayed in Georgia.” Asked why, he said
it was a mistake because there was nobody in Moscow
who could teach him anything he wanted to know, so
he was forced to learn by himself. If the interview had
been conducted in Georgia it is likely that the inter-
viewer would have posed a follow-up inquiry: “If you
think it was a mistake to go to Moscow because there
was nobody there who could teach you what you want-
ed to know, how would things have been different in
Georgia? Do you think that in Georgia you would have
found people who could teach you what you wanted to
know? If not, would you at least have felt less alone be-
ing among your own people?”

Apparently the answer to that would have had to
be no, because when he is asked how he became in-
terested in philosophy, Mamardashvili answers that it
was by way of life - that he came to philosophy out
of his sense of aloneness, his sense that he was like a
person who had come from another planet and found
everything here strange. But it looks as if this feeling
of aloneness must have been vividly present to him in
childhood, long before he went to Russia. Things that
“go by themselves” for other people, he says, do not go
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by themselves for him. Life, he says, is full of signs to
be interpreted. Most we let pass. Some we think about.
Then we become philosophers. Then the signs begin
to shed light on events. And then Mamardashvili says
that one of his earliest recollections was of just such
an event — and this is the recollection that sets in mo-
tion the reflections that lead to his discussion of civil
society:

When he was studying the history of Egypt as a
child, Mamardashvili says, he was assigned to read
a text in which a slave boy (presumably an Egyptian
slave boy from ancient times) complains about life
and expresses a desire to commit suicide in order to go
to paradise sooner than he would have done if he had
stayed alive for a normal lifetime. Mamardashvili tells
us that, at the time he first encountered this text, the
slave’s desire raised questions about justice and rights
in his mind, because he had come to see reality as the
slave saw it.

Later on, however, Mamardashvili came to see the
slave as wrong in wanting to attain an ideal life through
suicide. Why? Here are Mamardashvili’s exact words:
“The ideal always has to be an aspect of the real to be
effective. The above is in the below. We can’t take short
cuts through history. We can’t jump out of history.”
This notion of jumping out of history is what gener-
ates the following discussion. What does it mean? And
what does Mamardashvili mean by saying that the ideal
has to be an aspect of the real to be effective, that “the
above is in the below?”
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If Mamardashvili is thinking of history as if it were
the natural course of development of some kind of organ-
ism, it would make sense to say that we can’t take short
cuts in history. So this would be clear at least with respect
to Mamardashvili’s thoughts about the Egyptian slave
and why he shouldn’t commit suicide. But is this what
Mamardashvili means by history? When Mamardashvili
uses this word, is he thinking of history as if history itself
were an individual, something linear the order of whose
events is somehow predetermined? Does he mean that
one cannot jump out of the circumstance that conditions
all finite beings, the necessity to act and shape its being
through time? Would Mamardashvili say the same thing
about the American experiment — that the Founders of
the United States tried to jump out of history and bypass
reality in order to attain the ideal? I think we will see that
this is not at all what Mamardashvili means. In any case,
the example that Mamardashvili offers is not the United
States but Russia.

Mamardashvili says that it gradually occurred
to him that Russia did something similar to what the
Egyptian slave boy wanted to do — Russia, he says,
jumped out of history and committed metaphysical sui-
cide in trying to bypass reality for the ideal.

The interviewer asks Mamardashvili to “explain
all of that.” Mamardashvili replies, “We have to go
back,” but it turns out that what he means at this point
by “back” is not back in history but back to more fun-
damental philosophical questions. A little later in the
interview, as we will see shortly, he also goes back in
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history. But at this point Mamardashvili begins talking
about the phenomenon of consciousness (which he had
said is his main interest in philosophy), how conscious-
ness shapes reality, perceives reality and can be mis-
taken about reality. He then goes on to mention Kant
and then Marx and then Orwell.

At this point in the interview something curious
happens. Mamardashvili takes so long in making his
point (about Russia jumping out of history) that the
interviewer seems to have thought that Mamardashvili
was just rambling off the topic and starts asking him
some other questions — about whether he is a Marx-
ist and why he is not a Marxist, and what Marx was
wrong about. This reminded me of the experience of
reading one of Plato’s dialogues and noticing that the
interlocutor is not really following what Socrates is
saying. As in those cases, so here, noticing that the in-
terviewer is not quite following Mamardashvili’s train
of thought is actually helpful to the reader, because it
forces us to look more carefully at what Mamardash-
vili is trying to say. In this case, when the interviewer
asks him questions about whether he is a Marxist, etc.,
Mamardashvili says, “I’ll come to that. I was explain-
ing about consciousness and history.” In other words,
Mamardashvili had not wandered off the topic at all;
it just looked that way. And in fact it turns out that the
connection between consciousness and history is what
provides, for Mamardashvili, the link to civil society,
so we may suppose that Mamardashvili was going there
all the time.
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So it seems we ourselves need to go back and ex-
amine this long thread a bit more closely, and see if we
can understand what Mamardashvili is trying to say. He
began by saying that, as a philosopher interested in the
phenomenon of consciousness and in how conscious-
ness shapes reality, he naturally drew heavily on Kant.
What about Kant? What did he draw from Kant? At this
point in his discourse Mamardashvili does not say any-
thing more about Kant. In fact it looks as if he would
not have come back to Kant at all, except that, at the
very end of the interview, the interviewer asks him to
say what political lessons he has learned from Kant, and
at that point he does indeed say more about how Kant
understood the structure of consciousness:

“Kant believed that the structure of consciousness
was the same in everyone so bringing intelligence to
bear on social problems was by the same token within
the grasp of all. He believed that the spread of reason by
its own logic would result in greater freedom and more
civil liberties. He spoke about governments treating
people with the dignity that should be accorded rational
people. The particular idea I like in Kant is what he says
about “the citizen of the world.” One of Kant’s rules of
thought was to always think through the eyes of another
and thus become cosmopolitan in outlook. Today we
must all think from each other’s perspectives and thus
become citizens of the world.”

I am not sure this is exactly what Mamardashvili
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was thinking about when he was “explaining about
consciousness and history,” as he says. But I think we
will find that the spirit of Kant is somehow presiding
over this conversation. At this earlier point, however,
Mamardashvili only mentions Kant in passing, and then
says that it was actually through Marx that he came to
the problem in the first place, especially, he says, from
what Marx had to say about false consciousness. (I am
not sure whether or not it matters, but in fact the phrase
“false consciousness” never occurs in the published
writings of Marx; the serious discussion of false con-
sciousness was largely due to Lukacs and Mannheim.)

Mamardashvili indicates that the question that oc-
curred to him from considering the phenomenon of
false consciousness was: Is it possible for there to be
a social situation that so co-opts consciousness that no
philosophical question could ever arise, that no ideas
would ever come into our heads that were not con-
trolled by the social situation?

Mamardashvili goes on to say that he had read Or-
well as a student and that Orwell and Marx agreed on
the question of how language works to mediate real-
ity and to let consciousness emerge or not emerge. As
a result, Mamardashvili continues, the whole question
of critical thought became central for him. It is at this
point that the interviewer intervenes with a question
about whether Mamardashvili is a Marxist, and after
a couple of brief responses Mamardashvili insists on
going back to his explanation about consciousness and
history.
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In his continuation, Mamardashvili now connects
his question about the possibility of a social situation in
which no philosophical questions could arise with the
Soviet Union: It occurred to him, he says, that the So-
viet Union was a state that had complete control of the
structures of consciousness, such that no critical ques-
tions could arise.

Of course, the idea that a totalitarian regime is dis-
tinguished by its attempt to control the thoughts of its
subjects is not a new thought, nor is it the main point
that Mamardashvili is trying to express. What he goes
on to say is more original and it is also what brings the
subject of history back into view: Mamardashvili goes
on to say that, as he thought about this characteristic of
the Soviet Union, he realized that this condition of con-
trol of the structures of consciousness had not started
with the Soviet Union — that the long history of Russia
had in fact prepared the ground for the kind of state that
the Soviet Union became in the 20th Century.

Now the interviewer asks him how far back in his-
tory he thinks this goes, and Mamardashvili answers
that it is necessary to go back at least to the time of
Ivan the Terrible in the 16th century. In that period of
Russian history, Mamardashvili says, we find the sub-
stitution of what he calls “anthropomorphic thought
for historical thought.” By anthropomorphic thought
I am guessing he means identifying the institutions
of the state completely with the person of the ruler.
If that is what Mamardashvili means, it seems to me
that it raises some questions — how is this different
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from other examples of personalized despotism? It is
said that Ivan was the first to call himself the Tsar —
which is simply the Russian spelling of Caesar, which
started out as a proper name, the cognomen of Julius
Caesar, and became the word denoting a holder of the
position of head of the Roman Empire. What connec-
tion is there between this and the notion of Moscow as
the “Third Rome” which became popular among some
in the Orthodox world after the fall of Constantinople
in 1453? Mamardashvili asserts that it was Ivan who
made the tsar the central social and political reality of
Russia, such that all of society became what he calls an
elongated shadow of the tsar. As a result, he says, the
Enlightenment bypassed Russia. I also find this notion
somewhat debatable. Wasn’t Catherine the Great con-
sidered to be an Enlightenment monarch?

But the really important question is, what does
Mamardashvili mean by “historical thought” in the
phrase quoted above where he speaks of the substitution
of “anthropomorphic thought for historical thought?”
In this part of the interview the term is not defined and
one can only guess at its meaning from what it is op-
posed to, which is the unreality that he says became
the condition of social life in Russia, the destruction of
an independent class of noble land owners. He specifi-
cally notes that the Russian aristocracy was, at the time
of Ivan, developing the idea of property as something
that was to be held by its owners in perpetuity — so he
implies that, in attempting to destroy the land-owning
aristocracy, Ivan was anticipating the formal expropria-
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tion of private property that occurred after the October
Revolution. Hence, according to Mamardashvili, the
Communist revolution merely formalized the long ahis-
torical tradition that had started with Ivan the Terrible.

Mamardashvili then describes life in the Soviet
Union in terms of an endless process of getting formal
permissions for the simplest things from a faceless bu-
reaucracy in which one never knows who actually holds
the power. The interviewer tells him that he sounds like
Kafka, and Mamardashvili agrees that this was like
what Kafka was describing (although, of course, Kafka
was describing the Austro-Hungarian Empire.).

The interviewer again thinks that Mamardashvili
has wandered away from the question of consciousness
and history and tries to bring him back to that question
by asking him how we know when we are in history,
a question that Mamardashvili at first seems to ignore,
but which ultimately brings him the the question of
civil society.

At this point, however, Mamardashvili still seems
to be following out the thread of what he had been say-
ing before, about how the Soviet Union formalized the
ahistorical tradition that started with Ivan the Terrible.
He responds to the interviewer’s question by saying,
“Some cultural symbols may help explain this better
than analysis,” but, when Mamardashvili speaks of
explaining “this”, what is he talking about? If he were
responding directly to the interviewer’s question, he
would be referring to how we know when we are in
history. But it quickly becomes clear that that is not

108



what he means, and that Mamardashvili is continuing
his analysis of the ahistorical tradition and its relation-
ship to religion.

The cultural symbols to which Mamardashvili re-
fers are those of religion. He speaks of how, during
Lenin’s funeral, banners were displayed which invoked
traditional Christian themes of leading humanity into
paradise and letting little children come to us. And he
says that Lenin was buried in a position and in clothes
that remind one of Christ in the tomb. And then Mamar-
dashvili calls what he has been describing a deliberate
parody of religious symbolism which is, he says, in it-
self indicative of ahistorical thinking, which he defines
as “a form of thought that postulates ideals in such a
way that they can never effectively interact with the
real.”

Mamardashvili then quickly moves to the next step
in his analysis, coming back explicitly to Marx. He says
that Marx mystified the social process by appealing to
the utopian “thinking” of the classless society, which
Mamardashvili characterizes as an updated version of
the Golden Age myth. In his next comment Mamar-
dashvili seems to bring back into view what he had
said before in connection with the question of why the
Egyptian slave boy should not commit suicide to jump
out of history and get to paradise sooner. Then, earlier
in the interview, he had said, “The ideal always has to
be an aspect of the real to be effective. The above is in
the below.” Now he says, “But where does the Golden
Age exist? Nowhere. U-topia. To be effective, symbolic
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thinking has to be a way of illuminating reality. The
symbol of the Golden Age doesn’t say such an age once
existed and we must recover it. It is not something ma-
terial. It cannot be destroyed by a material event nor can
it be realized in a material event.”

This is not, perhaps, quite as explicit as it needed
to have been, but if you put the two passages together
I think it is clear that when Mamardashvili refers to
“symbolic thinking” here and says that it has to be “a
way of illuminating reality,” he is illuminating what he
meant earlier when he said that the ideal has to be an
aspect of the real to be effective. Symbolic thinking, in
other words, is itself an aspect of the real and does not
refer to some actual other realm.

Earlier the interviewer had asked Mamardashvili
what Marx was wrong about, and Mamardashvili had
put him off, saying, “I’ll come to that. I was explaining
about consciousness and history.” Now Mamardashvili
comes back to that question. Marx, he says, made the
mistake of taking the Golden Age for a material event.
“He thought by getting rid of private property a class-
less society would come about. He converted a meta-
physical entity into a material possibility.”

Once again, the interviewer repeats his question,
“How do we know we are in history?” This time, how-
ever, Mamardashvili is ready to answer it, and his an-
swer is quite remarkable. As we examine his answer we
will see why, earlier in the interview, Mamardashvili
mentioned Kant before passing on to Marx. Here is the
first sentence of Mamardashvili’s answer to the ques-
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tion, how do we know we are in history?

“Historical existence,” Mamardashvili says, “re-
quires conscious human participation in the events of
history.” At first sight this still does not appear to be
a direct answer to the interviewer’s question. Why?
Because the interviewer’s question is based on the
assumption that when Mamardashvili speaks about
consciousness he is speaking about consciousness OF
something. In other words, when the interviewer asks
how you know that you are in history, he is thinking of
being “in history” as something like being in a particu-
lar place, so the question, how do you know you are in
history? is like the question, When you wake up in your
bed in a hotel room, how to you know that your hotel is
in Georgia and not in New York or Brazil?

But Mamardashvili’s answer to the question, “how
do we know we are in history?” is not expressed in terms
of knowing (at least not at this point); it is expressed in
terms of existence or being. Let’s read Mamardashvili’s
answer again:

“Historical existence requires conscious human
participation in the events of history.”

Often we associate the word “conscious” with the
idea of knowing or being aware of something, but that
association would be misleading as an interpretation of
Mamardashvili’s sentence in this case, because Mamar-
dashvili is clearly not speaking about consciousness of
history. It is as if, in understanding the interviewer’s
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question, Mamardashvili has shifted the emphasis from
“How do we KNOW we are in history?” to “How do we
know we ARE in history?” That, at least, is how I un-
derstand the fact that Mamardashvili here speaks here
of what is required by “historical existence.”

To say it again, Mamardashvili answers the inter-
viewer’s question, not in terms of knowing, but in terms
of being. Not, “What is required for us to Know that
we are in history?” but, “What is required for us to BE
in history? And Mamardashvili’s answer to this ques-
tion is that to BE in history requires that we consciously
participate in the events of history. Thus in Mamardash-
vili’s sentence the word “conscious” does not relate to
what we know. It relates to what we do. The word “con-
scious” is used to characterize the kind of participation
in the events of history that, in Mamardashvili’s view,
would give rise to “historical existence”.

To use a Kantian expression, we may find it use-
ful to say that, according to Mamardashvili, the role of
consciousness, is constitutive, not cognitive. It helps
to constitute the form of existence that Mamardashvili
calls historical. And, to use another Kantian expression,
we may say that Mamardashvili is speaking here, not in
terms of perception, but it terms of apperception. (Ear-
lier I remarked that we would find that the spirit of Kant
was somehow presiding over this conversation. This is
the part of the interview that I was especially thinking
of when I made that statement.)

So it turns out that, in apparently answering the in-
terviewer’s repeated question, Mamardashvili is actually
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answering a different question from the one that the in-
terviewer asked. Implicitly Mamardashvili is telling the
interviewer that he is asking the wrong question. The
question that needs an answer is not how we can know
whether or not we are in history. The question that mat-
ters is, How can we BE in history? How can we PAR-
TICIPATE in historical existence? And the question of
consciousness is not about consciousness of HISTORY;
it is a matter of human beings being conscious of THEM-
SELVES as participants in shaping the events of history.

But what does it mean for human beings to be
conscious of themselves as participants in shaping the
events of history? What could that refer to if not to citi-
zens engaged in political action? And Mamardashvili
affirms this interpretation when he tells the interviewer,
“This is how I get from my philosophical concept of
consciousness to a political theory.”

Mamardashvili’s next two sentences are very dif-
ficult to interpret, but since in the second of these two
sentences Mamardashvili for the first time uses the
expression, “my theory of civil society,” we need to
consider this passage very carefully. To begin with, we
need to bear in mind that these two sentences are a con-
tinuation of the same speech by Mamardashvili that we
have been considering above. To help us to consider
these two sentences in their proper context, let me quote
the entire exchange once again:

The interviewer asks, “So how do we know we are
in history?”
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Mamardashvili responds: “Historical existence re-
quires conscious human participation in the events of
history. This is how I get from my philosophical con-
cept of consciousness to a political theory. History be-
gins with the ability to describe history reflectively, the
ability to fill in the blank spaces and provide meaning.
If I were to put it in terms of my theory of the civil so-
ciety I would say that historical reality is disclosed by
citizens deliberating together in public forums.”

Evidently the last two sentences must be intended
to elaborate further how Mamardashvili gets from his
philosophical concept of consciousness to a political
theory. I think it is important to specify that, in the first
of these two sentences, when Mamardashvili uses the
word “history” he must mean “historical existence” as
he had used that expression just before. (Otherwise, if
by “history” he meant “historiography”, then we would
have, “Historiography begins with the ability to de-
scribe historiography reflectively...” which would be
absurd.) In that case the first part of the first sentence
must mean that historical existence begins with the
ability to describe historical existence reflectively. This
is consistent with my earlier assertion that, for Mamar-
dashvili, historical being is somehow apperceptive, that
it involves some kind of self-consciousness.

Does he mean that historical existence requires his-
torians? No. Not, at least, on the basis of any ordinary
understanding of “historian,” because Mamardashvili
has just said that historical existence requires conscious
human participation in the events of history, whereas
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when Titus Livy writes a history of the Roman Repub-
lic he is not participating in the events of that history.
Now let us look at the second clause of the sentence
we are examining, “...the ability to fill in the blank
spaces and provide meaning.” This clause stands gram-
matically in apposition to the first clause, so it seems
fair to say that, according to Mamardashvili, the ability
to describe history reflectively MEANS the ability to
fill in the blank spaces and provide meaning. I think
in this sentence Mamardashvili is already thinking of
what he will say in the next paragraph, where he speaks
of civic life taking place in the pauses, the intervals, the
spaces of public life. but I feel confident that Mamar-
dashvili is saying that historical existence necessarily
involves speaking in public, speaking of a kind that de-
clares and explains intentions, speaking that is, so to
speak, “on the record.” And that points to a connection
between historical existence and historiography. But
this connection, it seems to me, is one that contains a
challenge to our ordinary notions of historiography.
Historical existence, Mamardashvili is saying, nec-
essarily involves public conversation. And the publicity
of the conversation reveals this active historical exis-
tence — even to those who are not actual participants
in the conversation. As he says, “If I were to put it in
terms of my theory of the civil society I would say that
historical reality is disclosed by citizens deliberating
together in public forums.” In this sentence, Mamar-
dashvili uses a word — “disclosed” — which makes the
sentence sound, at long last, like a direct answer to the
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interviewer’s question, “How to we know we are in his-
tory?” Apparently we know we are in history when we
are either participants or spectators of public forums in
which citizens deliberate together.

But, if we know historical existence only when we are
either participants or observers of public forums in which
citizens deliberate, then can we know history without
knowing historical existence in this sense? Unfortunately,
this is a question that the interviewer did not ask.

The interviewer now asks Mamardashvili to tell us
more about his theory of civil society. Mamardashvili’s
response once again reveals his habit of thinking about
things, not based on observation but based on a kind of
reinvention — he does not appear to be describing civil
society as a set of phenomena which he has observed.
He speaks as though something that he calls civil soci-
ety can be discovered in the problem that is constituted
by its absence. This absence is what Mamardashvili
calls “compressed society.” He says, “All my life [ have
lived in a compressed society. The distinction between
the state and society was eliminated. Our public life
was like a black hole in the universe, so dense that it
collapsed in on itself...”

Although the interview continues on for another
page or two, I will conclude my slow reading here be-
cause, while Mamardashvili shows that he has clearly
discerned the absence of what Hannah Arendt called the
public space, he does not, in this interview, say any-
thing about how one might go about creating the condi-
tions for building or rebuilding a public space.
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Giorgi Masalkini

CONCERNING MERAB MAMARDASHYVILI’S
FAMOUS EXPRESSION

Abstract

The article deals with an opinion that the attitude
towards Mamardashvili is more critical in Georgia than
outside the country. Among other “accusations” against
Mamardashvili the article deals only with one of them,
namely the “accusation” in non-originality.

The article expresses the idea that it is not entirely
correct to understand the interrelation of the truth and
patriotism with the dilemma: Truth or Patriotism; it dis-
torts Mamardashvili’s viewpoint that truth cannot con-
tradict the interests of homeland; it can only contradict
the “seemingly” interests of homeland.

An idea is expressed that Mamardashvili could not
have properly estimated the significance of cultural-re-
ligious and statehood factors in the process of personal-
ity formation.

The article proves the topicality of the stated di-
lemma for the present-day Georgia.
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Mikheil Gogatishvili

DISTORTED FORMS OF SOCIAL ACTION
Abstract

This article deals with the concept of distorted form
processed by Merab Mamardashvili. A manifestation of
this category, on the one hand, points to the reality, on
the other hand — to the structure of human conscious-
ness. Mamardashvili desires to talk about the Onto-
logical Status of distorted form. In fact, in this case the
matter concerns a special constructing (to differentiate
from each other) operator in the conceptual apparatus
of the Humanities, designating a special ontological re-
ality — the distorted objects or “distorted form”.

Hegel’s Social Theory, translated from the German by
L. Lob, Princeton — Oxford, 2010.
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Revaz Jorbenadze

THE FIRSTBORN OF THE SOVIET
TOTALITARIANISM: HOMO SOVIETICUS
(according to Merab Mamardashvili)

Abstract

This article deals with the Merab Mamardashvili’s
critical point of view about Soviet people’s way of life
and thinking. Mamardashvili indicates the distorted hu-
man psychology. The roots of this psychology can be
found out in the distorted mentality of the communist
system. Merab Mamardashvili’s critical concept of
Homo Sovieticus is still relevant and important today.
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ol deb@)n@‘aGnnb 3(4)0’)(33[)80.

»09(35, 83396096980L bggBm @bos gsbLb-
303098mmgb  (36930L  begggMmmbegeb, Gowast 83-
396096930L  gmE@dal  aMdbmdon  BamMdmowagbl,
b (36960L @m@3sL bLgmogMgdol byggHm ©s
sbM0 Jgoaabl. aozm3gmadgmo sdM0lb dabgeo-
300, 3d3960960L 396 Rogbzgdom, Mowasb, mgzn
(3690s  SBLEFSJG N  gobbadbrgFmmmdol  Bom-
3mo@abl, 85306 Boomgmns, Mm3 gb s3bGHsJGmmn
396LabOgEHMEmmds 33396096b 396 J5089(36930.

1 G. W.F. Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik. Berlin 1820/21.
Eine Nachschrift. 1. Textband. Hrsg. v. H. Schneider.
Frankfurt a. M., 1995 (= Hegeliana. Studien und Quellen
zur Philosophie Hegels und zum Hegelianismus. Hrsg. v.
H. Schneider, Bd. 3.), a3. 47.
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o330, Gmamey  3bsbogm,  3gagmobomgals
(3bgds 2BLEEJG M aobLadrgF MMl o6 Bom-
dmoagblb. mMogy bLygmm 0dgbse oMbgdomswss
Boboomgdo bgmmgbgdobs s 333960gMgdsl, Hmd
domn  qFc0gMmmEednmobdnmgds  gsndstmemgdg-
mos. LbmMge bLymogabs s gfmdbmdowal g6-
®056mds Jgomagbl bgmmszbgdabs s 83396096 gdal
o@bgdsl. ©adoMnbdomgds mmgngnMbs ©s gbog-
&0gaeb dmMob 3ogy YBm™ JgMdomemgds, oy
3530035m0bBabgdm, ™3 3gagmaborgol byyemogen
s ambgdtngn (sgfgmzg, M3m9986n303) mmaon-
Jabs s gbog@ognmb m303306Mmgds.

39a89mmsb  mmgngobs s gbog@ogslb dImenb
sMbgdmma  303Mmgdal Jgbbogmes Mmamz bo-
abmdMnga, sbgzg obEMGamma, 393006 ds
XVIII baggmbols gbog@ogobs s mmanzob dgbsbgd
smyMgE  dmodmgfal Bogh smbadbym cgdsdo-
30bg Igbemmgdam  gsdmggmgaeb. ,3byggmmdal
B0l 3MnG03ad0" 396@0 LobomgdL gLbMogmus.
5860a50, dmndmgmb dggdmm msgabo asdmgygemg-
30L Babobn@ygomds 3gdwgan Bnbswamgdom wagb-
Grmemgdobo: ,[...] ‘Abggemmdab mbstal 3GoGogzal’
35003m(3985L (36930L Fobssmbols dobggom ©dqs-
mme 39390l gammbmgosboseb 3ngysgsmo.“?

g0l 30Mzgm mgdosdo gbog@ngab 3gbabgd
(1820-21 66.) 3gagmBs aobbsgmomgdmma  yme-

2 A. Baecumler, Das Individualititsproblem in der Asthetik
und Logik des 18. Jahrhunderts bis zur Kritik der Urteils-
kraft, Darmstadt, 1981. (Reprografischer Nachdruck der
2. Auflage 1967; 1. Auflage 1923), a3. 17.
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smads assdsbzoms dgddemn@gdobs s 33396096Mg-
3ol dmEalb  oMbgdmen  39330MDy.  Mdg@gbbormew
39390 bomdGmAL oMo ,F083MnGgdab”  (Wahr-
heit), (o890 ,d933sGn@ab”  (Wahre) dgbobgd,
»650356 bgrmgbgdal (88336036360[)) 30Dsbn mo-
300 $qd3sM0@ns. ob goMgdmgds, Hmd 83396060
o F938560@0 dnbagobass MMmngmmmsegdantg-
dmemo, Babobbom Mbrs 0gbgl ombndbaymo. oaMed
ab gdgmagds bgmadommos, Mowgsb Rggb gbob-
o3m, Mm3 33396096988 ©d FgddstnGo gemo o
0g0399."3

2. 65 560l g93dsFn@gds?

oL ImnadMgdl 3gagmo Fgddetin@gdal (369-
d5d0 o Modo godmabs@gds dabo 3ogdntin 3d39-
BogMgdobmab?  3gagmo  s8mbogam  BgM@omowm
0gdb  ,R3gmmadMoga”, sMaegammbmgonmn -
m36980L  dgdBon@gdal  (36g8sL.  sbgma  Labab
sbOM3bgds  Fgddamn@gdalb (36905L ymggmeomon®
398939330 Boghgbl seaomb. ,gmagrreemoy®
(3bmgMgdsdo ggddatn@gdol (3696530 R396, gGcn
dbeng, oMbLydmdsb, bmemm, dgmeg dbeng, bBaom-
dmEagbol  BmgaadMgdom.  §gdBatn@olb  sbgon
396boDegMgdabal 360d36gmmds o gbaggds ad
35M98mgdsl, o) Mmammss gm@mIamgdamo  do-
Bos@bo 08 dgdmbggzedo, oy ab Bgdl BomImemag-
Bobmsb ImEal Jgbo@ygobmdsda. s gds bwo,

3 Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, a3. 28.
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gommbmggasado ggddsmn@gdal sbgmn gm@dsmman
36985 o6 56bgdmBL." 3ngom, Fommbmgane
&Man(30530 (ggo st dbmemme ymggmmEemon® ob-
m3690530), 3gagmn Mofymal, Bmame (3 680boso
go@don@b, §gddatn@gdol abgo asggdol, Gm-
dgmoi F938s608qdsl  gobbadbmgogh, Gmameis
bogbobs s sBMM3b930L  (3gagmomsb:  >@Abgdm-
dobs o Bom3meagbab) mobbggwsl, adaequatio
rei et intellectus. gorombmgnada ggddatn@gds Jdo-
Bosmbdgs odmznmgdymoa. od(3s, 3gagmob dogc
3mbmbgdmm  dgbadmgdemmdsl, HmBmolb  csebsb-
8o, Logobbs s DMM3bgdsl, dgbadmms, gfomn
o 08039 dnbsafbo 3gmbrgl, dbmemme dgddsting
BomBmeag693s8myg 8ngysgamon. 3gagmo 8L gbo-
Boom89a90: ,Bormbmens Jobss@bmsebss @s3s3-
dofgdaema. ab ombmemmdl: G sGob magaboegsw
s odg0bogal Fgd8sm0@n? ab o6 FombmmmdL:
560l oy o6 BoMBmoaqbs F9ddsma@n? e

3. 36930bs > Mgammdab gMHcns6mds

Joboombmdtnga  gobbodmgtmmn  gqgddstn-
&0l (36905 Mgormdabs s (36980l 9FcNbMbL
Bomdmogqbl. 8sgmMsed mgom o3 Jabssmbmdmog
356LadM3EMEMMBsT0  a3bgwgds FmEIseyn  Im-
39680, Moasb o (369853 BMEToL Lobnomss goag-
o, 5d0@mdsa(s (36980Ls ©d Mgommdols gfMmnsbm-

4 Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, g3. 28 o 38c.
5  Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, a3. 29.
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Sb goreg3 YBM™ 8gde yoMorngds gbrs Bogdigb-
(369%0L 93scmgbo dabssmbn mgmsegdfogos. (36985

s Mgommds  babfrgmme 393t gMhmosbmdobs
> mbbggmab dgbadmgdermmdsl 1dzgdl. gl sl
goaeobdmBggere 0ol bEGIG B,  @aemeg-
dM030b @gxnbazns. 08350 sbMMZbgds ML
Brmgomdas, Moeasb ab  yzgmoegg@mb  BmazegL.
6gd0b3ngMa  Logsbo ol Bamdmymoands, Mmameis
3oL Bog®  @abgbgdmmo, Gmam@z Bobo  gobbe-
Jnotgdamo  dgdmbggze.“®  §qgd8sMo@gdsl, 8d3g-
BogFgdol s 0gelb ghmo ©s ngozg LEEYIG TGS
sgzon: abobo (36g80bs @s Ggommmdol 9Fc0sbmdal
Bomdmoanbgb. s dofndom, (36980bs s Ggaram-
3oL ofamobbggmsol  860d36gmmaabn  dgogagda
dm3y3905: ,YM39ngg SMemgmMOgoMngl, Mmmmbs
o 537394b0gML (36900bs ©d Mgammdal sfsmsbb-

3906 M©g3L boegmdgmaw.” dmGmEBgdabs s bn-
3abobgal Laggmdgmgdas LbmMge o 9bos ggdomon.

4. 36980b> > Hg5mmdab 333ysmgdal
LEEYIGYOS ©3 (3698MdG0mdS

F9385608)gd0bs s 8d396096gdols Imernls o6-
Lgdmemo Bodatmgds (36985bs > Mgammdalb JmEnb
oMbgdnma dndotmgdals sbagnmanyns. gMmnsbm-
dob dndommgds, s3fgogg, 3odmgmobgdowol gow-
3m(3990b, 3sb0x3gb@s300b, a08mhAgbal, g4LabEGg6-

6 Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, a3. 30.
7 odsg-
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300b, a808mbo@zab, aofigasbmdal, mdogd@ogndbs-
(300bs s Mdngd@fmdals dndofmgdszss. (36gd0b
399gan m30bgdgd0s Logmmatin magol Bmadmgds,
@dsmegbo 0300 3doymepomgds  boggometo magol
3556980l s megabygmads. 3gagmo sbbgbgdl
M0b@mEBgmaglb, GmBgmo o8  gobbedrgHmmm-
398L 3megding ambgdal, bbb BnsbgMms. 3gag-
mo, 51939, 3sobLbogyOMgdnm yuMowmgdsl sdsbgza-
mgdlb mg0m(36mdngMgdal mgmnaby (,306@)0[) Jq0-
an) 5 35L goemmbmegnal Bs3y306 gds mgemal.
F938s6080  dgbodmms  dg308g(36mm,  Bmgmeis
(369305 > Bgommdal gHMNsbMds (Lmeobs s
Lbggemal sBsgmmgnols 80[‘)3{93000), Losi (36985L

byema, bmenm bbgnmb — Mgammds dggba@ygabgds.

3. §gddsmn@gds > 33396096935 ngsdn

Fqd8s60@gds s 83396090930 0gol 3mBg6dg-
b0, Los (36980Ls s Mgomdal  gHc0sbmds
3mbbbomos  agalb  gMmnsbmdadn.  Mgammmds  Jb-
oo bamob  baBmbgmos.  ,dmgsmsm  gb sl
0@gob d¢6gds. nmgs sMLgdmdl ommme Hmameis
Fqgd3s60@gds > 333g60gMgds, MmBmagdoi  gm-
®05bmdal §860s6. 333960960 G0l fgddstin@n Bobo
359060 5MLgdmdol  gm@8sdn, 8ol  gMdbmdaw
Bo63mman6530.% M30009608y I(309mmmdals  Bogbg-
5350, 39a9mds BomMmbdgMmanm 3gfomedn magal
»39(36096gdsms mman3sdn” 3339609Mgds o6 gobalb-

8  Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, a3. 49.
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aema. 336 gb 8mag0sbgdaom gosggmes s 3d3960gM9ds
00980 magzns.  gbog@ongalb gbobgd  emgdnsda
39a89m3s  gmndnba(sos  aomzgos Loggoal asdm-
(3995L  3339b60gMgdadn s Fgddstn@gdom dgdmo-
gofame. 53 — 396@0bogob asbbbgeggdmmo — ob-
M0l abogmdbgdmosm 3gagmBs Badmayggbs mgbabo,
®m3mob dabgogom, 3339609Mgd0b gobbomgals me-
30L 3omemgb 3ndbow Loggmyg o6 3L absbmemo.
Loggeg, xaM goeas Myoeoosre 3orergdgegdob
80bbob gm@Boom, oMb Gomsz Igdboyommo ©s
Lgdogd@mea, dgbadsdabag, msbm. ab 3omabdnto-
905 33396096930l a0b(3000L, HMImamsy ssBnsbo
Logmmo mogb Laggmatn ms30b0396 BamBsMmagL.
Loggog, MmamMs 3ormEgdnmgds, 5©a3056L msga-
LyRmgdol Ladmomgdal o6 sdmggl, asbbbgsggdom
8939b096980bogsb, GmIgmaz cmsgobagmgdsb @3-
39060098s. boggonbs s 3d396096gdal s 353306g-
ds, mdgmag dgfdbgdds gobsbmizagmal, gommm-
39850000 (3698030 aoddcs.

6. 3mRgzgbgdnmmds > asdmgmgbs
(Schein und Scheinen)

3). 3d3960g60b 35dmzemnbgds (Scheinen des
Schonen)

MmEgbsz  (36930L  FgddoMo@gds Mgoemmdada
3mmmdl  aodmbo@mmgdsl, 333960gMgds  Bom-
dmadmds. 3gagmo o 9@&dmmmanqm  3ogdamdy
8056036793L: Logyzs ,schon® (833360360) 8m3wo-
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Bofgmal  Lo@ygs ,Scheinen“-nwsb (go8mgmabs).
Bogo8  aodmgmagbs m@@mm 8g@L  b60dbagl, go-
Mg asdmPgbs (Er-Scheinen). bogyzs ,Scheinen“-b
»0509300,“ ,3083080b“ 86033bgmmday oggb. o~
nobyMo qb 0g6gds ,splendor formae” (opm8nls
3m640b3oemgds). 3 89@oxmEnl 8nmds Lobsmmals
39&°80bogol Esmo30d asL. 3gagmo, sgfgomay,
800603698L  ;gmemmaon®  bogmdzgmbdgs:  (369-
ds Igfmos, Mmdgmog Ybs 3odmgmnbogl ©s
353b0Egb. Bobssmdpga 3g3mbzggedn, ab 63nbos
s8LEMod(300  aMBgds.  asdmgmabgdsl  3gagmon
bgrmgbgdabgmma 9339609600 (Kunstschone) 3g-
3mbodmzgMogms. badystim dmbgdabmeb s Labfmm
Lymsb gfme $qgd3stn@n 3o oMabl, dogMed mo-
30bmogomn Fgddon@n, Moash ol o6 3mmnbogds.
3ol 353mgmoabgds o6 sbobosmgdl.

3). ombgdmds o dmBRz9638000mds (Sein und
Schein)

oMbgdmds s Bmhggbgdommds g6sdn  yFom-
09Mma3060b30Mgdnmos, Gedag Bzmoma dgadgb
630bs  dgdmbggzaommdal  bysemdom  dbasgbow
Jgto  Lodyzgdlb. oMbgdmds gobobamagds Gm-
a3 9BO™ oo bbb (36585, gozomgdom
IBO™ 0oMgdamo, Fg3dso@o s bgdbEebzogo,
35306 Bmze  Imhggbgdommds  Fgmmgbatmnbbmgsb
37689Jb@d0  gsbobamgds s 8ol @s3bnbgdmeEma
dgmBatgmds  135305. 3gagmo  3396mLb  ngmal

Ym39mEeo® bedg@yggmem gbsdo asds@mbgdym
58 235mbadHabl s Imggbgdommdal 3mbo@ny,
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o300 3603369mmmBal 86ngdgdl s oMbgdmdady
Bogams 094gbgdl. 88Mnasw, 3gagmo dmBggbgdomm-
dab (36g00L 358mgmgbol bgdol d398mgdamgdl.
oMbgdmds  3oMzgmo, Logydzgmdmgdaty Loygb-
M0, GBmdgmai gsdmgemgbol Bysemmdao aotig-
35630  3mmemm3L  3o8mbo@magdslb.  s80@mBa(s,
3o3mgmgbs  oMbgdmdady Fomems ©aslh. bdoMow
393gmegdamo  Jomomgds,  GHmImols  msbobdsc,
8939609Mgd0b  a0bbadmgmmmds 0gol amdbm-
d500 gmMM3oo godmgmnbgdes (tﬁmagqma 39390l
dmbbagmol, 3. a. 3m@mb Rsbobgmgddn a3bzwg-
35), gmEdsmEo LEmMas, FogMed MHgomasem
860d36gmmds o6  goohRbos. FnbosMbmdMmngaw  of
Lomdamns (36980b gMdbmdoe godmgmnbgdady ws,
Jqbododaba, 0gady. F9ddsmn@gds s dmhggbg-
doomds (Wahrheit und Schein) ©s3060b3069dmmm-
dob Bmen  43bol. 3ofodom, Fgddatin@gds wbwos
ao8mgmnbogl (Wahrheit mul ,,scheinen”).

8)- 9b098033, Brgea(s bgenmzbgdol gogrmbmgzns

8339b09M0b  mmg03nmmdsl 31mb6gdabgmmoa 33-
3960960l (Naturschone) qmodobofgdom  30@g3
aBOm JgGoe gogbdgds baba. 8339600 3gagmon-
o6 39Bgdabgymon 33396090 3o o ofab, oMedyw
bgemm3bgdobgmemo 83396096 0s. bgmmmazbgdobgmemo
3d3960960  d9bgdnbodn dodsdgom 3o of Botr-
8m0g86g3s, oMo ob nEgal cg0mBsM8mBgBam
098 ©abds8L. maz0L madnslb gbmg@ngal dgb-
abgd 3gagmds gbmes ,gbmgGngs, sb¢ bgmmazbgdal
gommbmgns.”
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II. 3333603633 R 01530LIBVBLI3d

1. (36930b 01530Lygemyds by 3Hmsm mszmnsb
3033693530

(36900L  mogabygmagds  33d396096gd0bs o
030bgmgdol  ©s303d0M930b Laggmdggmb Bom-
dmoaEagbl. (36980l msogobyymagds (36g60L mgom-
808560980l dgmgase batBmadmds. (36930L oo-
30Lbnmgdsdn, Mabai (36900L LsgPme magmsb
80datngds dgoagbl, dg3b 83396096 gdal msegalby-
Rgds3. #8Mngom, 333960gMgds Lagmmat mogo-
Lygegdeda (36980L mmgngnEmbomss godbggseem-
amo. gL (36985 @dommgbo megobyBmgdal (569~
do(359, Moasb o, bowsz 8g Lbgsbmb, MEbmbmsb
3og3lb 3ndotmngds, sMsmagobRmgds doGmbmaL.
30353 (36985 mog5@ Lo Mmagl dogdstmgds.
ol Logmmem mogb mogol Logbow asbbadmamagl
o 3L Ebme 56 FmasdMgdl. LbmMge sgss ©sd-
330R@Mg37mo grogbe mo30byergds.*

b ®300808s6mgd3s  Bggbs@yzabgds  (36900L
030030569306 LGN NEL  SBMMZbgdsdn s
08 (36g80b d935(36905L, BmBgemni Logmme® mogb
8mnoDMg3L.  Logmmem mogmeb dnBstiogds (36930L
0030b9Rmgdsl  Bomdmaagbl.  mz30mBndsGmgdol
030l Rmgds mgomxmmdal mogabyRmadss stsom-
530b3mgab badnmab3omme, Gmdgmas bbgabosb,
M(36mbsk, aofgash mdngd@oeb dadsfomgdoo Bom-
8mndmds, Fomsz gfimagzemn degstin Bgbrogds, Mm-

9  Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, a3. 30.
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3gma(z mog0bngmadol 3gdrnwgsdg 30s6036gdb.
(36900L ;gnmBndatmngds (369d0bs s MAgomm-
b0l gBm0sbmdadn 33396090l mg0mBndsMmogdsls
0bg3g3L. 3339609Mgdal, (36980Lb Bbasgbaw, msgo-
LygEgdol  60dsb-mgabgds Bogbgegds. o@Lgdm-
3ol BFbl(396g@omngdal dgbobgd  3mobogmen
dmdmgMgds 3gagmds o gowgz geon 3m3gbGom
aobogzm:  geob, dgddon@b, Loggoglb, 8339-
Bogfb 39693036905 Mmogobygsmas, sbyy unum-L,
verum-b, bonum-bs o pulchrum-b gobg3mc3690s,
839039, liberum-o(3. obggg, OmamM(3 dmbgdobyn-
mo 333960960, sbg3g, ogsma (bgmmmzbadobgmmo
833960960), msgobgema  3dz960gM0s.  mzom-
80daommgds 3omdmboabs s Lod3z00gL bgg3L.

2. boababs s beydngd@nb gsmsgabyamagds
33396096930l 356boemzab 39339mdam

3). InB6aboasb gomsgnboezemgds

»0939609M930b  3obbamzabal gl Lobmmmds
dmoblbgds o sMsmagolmmgds JMgds. Logbal
356bomgs 3obo s dab odston Rggbo od@ meg-
dgmo 808s6mngdab gsmsgobygmgdss.

39agmo 33mbagsem 3mbJ@ow 80bbal 860d36-
9mmdal  0egdl. bem@BsemmMo  gobbomgs  Logbal
80bbo@sb 0Bygdl, o6 Logsbl Lumdogd@ob Bodsbl
1939909d0693b. Logbol gomagobmemagds 3obbm-
360mdob (60083@0(3 83336036[) '@306(1[)306(9360)

10 Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, g3. 53.
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0b@obz0Mgdom donmbggzs. 930b Jgmgasw Logsbo
8939b0gM Lagbo 0g3939. 830DbMdMomdals @alE)6-
(306950L EAML bydogd@l of 50bGgMgbgdl o
boabol 8obsbn ®s o3 Logmmstio 8obobo (8sy.,
Lagbol go8mygbgdommds, dabo LaMggdmansbmds s
5.3.). 833960960 03060b3oMogds 80Dsbl, Gopash
ol 03008006L  BoBmaagbl.  s3s3mMmmma,
88 3Mm3gbdn brgds Lydagd@eb gomagobagemg-
ds(3, Mmdgmn 33396090l gobboemgabsl 80bbals
3M3md30LMBgdabegsb  megabmgmmgds. dabsbo
o(30emgdmmdal  bggmb  gobgsmogbgds. 83839-
BogFolb m300080b6mdMomds bgmmzbgdol 6080dbs
s 8ol 3g3Mg@amb (36930L mmgogn@mmady ws-
3yofgdam mogobygmgdsl sboggdl.

3). 3¢39@amo bydngd@nb msgabygmagds 3333-
60936 (Bmame3 30330360b  bsgmmfng

3Abg3L;S6) Mdz30bessEmn FndsFHmgdab 3493-
39md00

»0809bs©, Modmgbsmaz Logsbn Rgdmgol 8339-
BogMns, 8 333960960l gobboemgs Mgomabgdamon
(36900,  dgd8on@gdals  gobbagmgss,  GmBgemags,
sbggg, Rgda oMbgdazes. s3Mogsem, 33396090 Rgd-
ogob gEbm oMss. dg Fodammgdadn got 3dzgbo-
9fmob, dogMad oM Mmamz bbgsbmeb, sMsdgw
Gmamez Bgdb  Logmomed  ombgdobomsb. LMo
58580 3amBsmgmdl  Lmdogd@obs ©> mdagd@nb

»o30bmegmgds. !

11 Hegel, Vorlesung iiber Asthetik, g3. 54.
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28M0go0, dgMg@gm Lydngd@Ls s 333960960
dmeob 3gagmo 00gb@Emmdal  303306mb  bgoogl.
sby M3, (36980 LogmmeM Mmogmab Mhgds, Mmug-
Lo ob 333960gMgdadn Lydngd@ab Boge Bonbz-
mM3gds. 3880860 s 3dz9bngmn (3693530 s@bgd-
Mo gMo0sbmdab 3sdmbo@mmagdsl Batdmamaqbl.
Bobgsgs 08obs, M3 gb 3033060 sa3nmgdgem
boboosols 5@ofgdl, ob Lydogd@bs s ™dngd@L,
553006bs o 3dgg60gMb, magobngmgdal s6aggdl.

3. bwdogd@nb, bgemmzsbab aomsgaboemads
byemm3693ab 39339mdam

bgemmgbgdalb  60odmdals (36905 ®s  Bnbssmbo
5330560bsmz0lb Jobogsbns, GmIgmo bgmmazbg-
3580 3eremdl mdagd@ozseost. gofg gb 3Gm-
(39b0 o6 bef309m@gds, bgmmgsbo 3Gy msegali-
goma.  asmogabymmgds bogds 85dab, Gmegba
bgemmgbgdal 608430l dabsgobn nbssmbo  (36m-
d0gfgdabogal bogds dobobgomdoa.

»030bm@omo 356 85d0b, Bmzs  Ldgmmatio
mog30bsongalb 3g ,39" 396, s  ymggmagstio
dabsobo s3bEMs3oMgdmmas. 3mb3MgGmmo o=
30b9@mgds yzgms asbbodmgEmmmdabs s asb-
Lbgoggdol gobgnmamgdol dgogal Bamdmowagbl.
30gMod 030l Loggmdgme  ymggmogolb  63nbos
»gom(36mdogmgds MRgds. Bme gb Boc8mmagbgdo
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Helmut Schneider

BEAUTY, TRUTH AND FREEDOM IN ART.
CONSIDERATIONS BASED ON HEGEL

Abstract

Subject of the interpretation is the relation and co-
herence of beauty, truth and freedom in Hegel’s aes-
thetics. The spheres of beauty and truth are not contra-
dictious, but identical. Beauty, truth and freedom are
aspects of the absolute idea, the identity of concept and
reality. The climax of beauty was for Hegel the classical
art form in ancient Greece. The end of beauty was the
end of art in the romantic art form. Modern and con-
temporary artists don’t more care about beauty. Against
this tendency the author pleads for the timeless value of
beauty and the artist’s competence for beauty.
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Nodar Belkania

“EUROPEAN RESPONSIBILITY”
AS A CHALLENGE

Abstract

The article reviews the correlation of consciousness
of culture, education and responsibility. Attention is di-
rected to three pillars of European culture symbolically
presented by Athens, Rome and Jerusalem.

European education is inseparable part of European
culture. In Latin language the word cultura means edu-
cation as well. Historically in Europe education was
realized as assimilation of cultural achievements by
young fellow.

Present time demands of the human to perceive
deeply his responsibility before the nature and its fu-
ture. Human also bears the responsibility before culture
and history since his present activity will impact future
history and culture of the mankind. Education is the
basis for perception of this “European responsibility”.
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Tenguize Iremadzé

L’EFFORT EUROPEEN
Résumé

Dans cet article I’auteur démontre la compréhen-
sion de I’essence historique de I’Europe par Merab
Mamardachvli et il est dégagé ces aspects de la vision
européenne qui ont une valeur singuliére dans 1’ceuvre
du philosophe Géorgien.
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