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In Georgia, a land rich in things antiquarian, the gathering
and collection of antiquities has quite a long history. Howewver,
attempts to rigorously study these antiquities and scientifically
relate them to specific periods of Georgian history wera only
conceived at a much later date. In the Middle Ages, there was a
depaository of antiguities at the Georgian Royal Court, overseen
by the mechurchletukhutsesi (roval treasurer). Whilst on a wisit
to a museum in Rome, the enlightened Georgian Sulhkan-%aba
Orbeliani (1658-1725) recalled seeing similar objects in the
depository of Georgian King Vaktang VI's (1675-1737) court .

The Georgian historian Teimuraz Bagrationi (1782-18446) also
mentions the storage of excavated objects, such as coins and
weapons, in the royal treasury of the Georgian capital, Thilisi; *In
various times there were found deceased, buried at differing localities
in Iberia i.e. Geargial, not anly in earlier periods, but even in modern
times, during the rule of Erekle Il, there were found deceased, buried in
the period of Idolatry [Pagan] with coins put in their mouths, with iron
weapaons. These artifacts are housed in the depository of King Erekie
{..". He adds that unfortunately the Royal Court, together with the
depasitory was pillaged during the Persian sack of Thilisi (1795).

Until the 19" Century, the study of antiquities in Geargia was
of a fragmentary nature. Sparse information has been preserved
concerning certain relics. This testimony is most interesting
because of its descriptive and fixed character, inasmuch as these
remains have either been completely destroyed or damaged
almast beyond recognition. Despite the untimely destruction of
these quintessential Georgian antiguities, copious descriptions of
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these articles are to be found in the works of such Georgian scholars
as Sulkhan-5aba Orbeliani and Teimuraz Bagrationi, Vakhushti
Bagrationi, and also mentioned in the books of foreign travellers
such as Arcangelo Lamberti, Cristoforo de Castelli, Frédéric Dubais
de Montpéreux, Johann Anton Gilldenstaedt, and others.

In the 19" century, the study of Georgian antiquities acquired,
belatedly, a more systematic character. Beginning in 1837, the
Georgian Statistical Committes gave attention to the recording
and protection of historical monuments; special instructions were
drawn up and circulated to administrative offices isee: The Central
State Historical Archives of Georgia, depository 16, file 5433),
One of the compilers of these pioneering instructions was M. F.
Chilashvili, who, as a staff member of the Committee of Statistics
was familiar with the state of affairs in this field. While addressing
a meeting of the Caucasian Geographical Society on the 8% of
Decamber, 1856, he underscored the necessity of conducting an
intensive campaign of archaeolegical excavations through the
whole of Georgia. The instructions composed by the Committes of
Statistics played a distinctive role in the location and preservation
of Georgian antiguities and proved to be of importance since
many archasological-historical monuments weare conseguently
saved, But this was only a tiny step to push the study of antiquities
forward. The need for a more large-scale and versatile study
of Georgian antiquities led to the commencement of scientific
archasological excavations,

The first digging, undertaken with a truly scientific purpose,
was carried out in the summer of 1852 at the ancient city site



IM THE FATH OF GECHGIAN ARCHAEOLOGY F

of Uplistsikhe, about 15 km from Gori, The excavations were
conducted by Dimitri K. Meghvinetukhutsesishvili (1815-1878), a
pioneer of Georgian archaeology. Regrettably, very scanty data
are available on him, hence the sketchiness of his blography.
His contemporaries thought him to be one of their most gifted
students. “He knew Georgian history very well and was, in paint
of fact, a reconstructor of Georgian history™ (Journal -Sakarfvelos
Kalendari, Tiflis, 1895). His scholarly activity was highly appraised
by the eminant French Kartvelologist Marie Brosset whao, in one of
his works, cites the assistance he had received from him.

D. Meghvinetukhutsesishvili described and studied many
important historical monuments, relics and remains of Georgia, He
gathered and left for posterity many important manuscripts and
items of archaeological interest. He surveved several regions of
Georgia - Kartli, Imereti, Guria, Meskheti, Ajara, and other regions.
Inoneofthelatters sent to Marie Brosset, Meghvinetukhutsesishwvili
notes as follows: 1 should like to describe all the churches and
monasteries, crosses and icons bearing ancient inscriptions, and
make capies of these inscriptions as well”,

First serving in Gori he worked as an official in the local Gori
Court, bt this hindered hirm from his wide-scale scientific rasearch-
s, and, in 1851 he moved to Thilisi to work in the Governor's office,
where he had more free time for sclentific researches. He received
financial assistance from the government and he was charged
with the responsibility of arranging expeditions to different parts
of Georgia, with the object of describing and studying significant
historical remains. Regrettably, the financial support of these ex-
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peditions abruptly came to a halt, and D. Meghvinetukhutsesish-
wili returned to Gor to work in the Gori Court. But in point of fact
he received a sum of money from the government in 1852, and
he began excavations at Uplistsikhe (modern Gori district)- a city
site of antiquity. He invited an artist from Thilisi, and purchased
the necessary equipment for the digging and recording of relics.
During the excavations he kept a field journal. And apparently he
intended to publish a full report of his field studies. Sadly, only
short reports published in the “Kavkaz® newspaper (1852, Nos. 43,
66, 70) have been preserved,

D. Meghvinatukhutsesishvili commenced the archaealogical
study of Uplistsikhe by surveying the area and made drawings
of the ancient constructions; he discovered and copied several
Georgian inscriptions. In order to make these copies, he had to
climb high cliffs to see half-destroyed rock-cut edifices. He braved
many dangears in order to harvast the fruits of his archaeological
studies. He began by excavating the great hall of Uplistsikhe;
cutting a ditch about 4 m long, he unearthed fragments of a
column and pottery shards. In the room adjacent to the great hall
were found huge wine jars - pithoi. He concluded that the great
hall and the adjoining structures seemed to be the palace of a
nobleman. He studied all materials related to Uplistsikhe, namely
written sources cantaining evidence on Uplistsikhe and folkloristic
traditions preserved among the local inhabitants, Concurrently he
excavated burials as well,

0. Meghvinetukhutsesishvili died in 1878. He was buried in the
village of Khidistavi, near Gori. From his work, several historical
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studies have been preserved, namely: “The Reign and Life of the
Georgian King Erekle I A Full Description of Important Inscriptions
on the Churches and Monasteries of the Gori District’ and "A Journey
o the Khidistavi Region of the Gorl District in 1849%, “A Journey and
Survey of Imereti in 18507 and others,

By the middle of the 19" century, the cultural life of Georgia
had become enlivened. European-type scientific societies were
established, a museum was founded and library was opened, The
publishing of periodicals began, where scientific articles were also
printed. A great and all-encompassing meaning was ascribed to
the ward “Archaeology’ which was often used in these articles. It
became a very fashionable word. In the articles published at the
time, the study and recording of archaeological material were often
of a casual nature. The description of such material is often inserted
or intertwined with the data of natural history, ethnography, and
folklare. The term “archaealogy” at that time was applied to the
description and study of all kinds of antiquities (books, churches,
monasteries, icons, epigraphic monuments, etc.), while the search
for remains buried in the ground was given less attention. This was
quite natural because in those days archasology had not yet taken
the shape of a science in its present-day meaning.

The Geographic Society, which held its first meeting in Thilisi
in 1850, was one of the first to devote attention to Georgian
antiquities. At this meeting, amang other questions which arose,
it was decided to create a museum and an archive, Among the
active members of this Society were many notable public figures
acting in Georgia, including R. Eristavi, D. Qipiani, P. loseliani, G.
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Orbeliani, G. Eristavi, M. Chilashvili, A, Berger, P. Uslar and others,
The newly-founded society decided to charge its members with
the responsibility of gathering relics, compiling catalogues, and
taking an active part in expeditions, In order to create a museum
which opened in the spring of 1852. It was housed at the time in
a building in present-day Alexander Chavchavadze Streat Mo, 5, It
became the very first museum in the Caucasus of that period. The
Museum contained departments of ethnography, natural history
and history. By 1854, the Caucasian Museum already collected
some 3300 exhibits. The historical and archaeological collections
of the Museum were replenished by many artefacts found in
the process of digging. Mumismatic materials, weapons, armour,
adornments, etc. were amassed, The Museum established contacts
with several scientific institutes.

In 1863 the Museum ceased to exist, its collection heing
transfarred to the newly opened Caucasus Museum inThillsi, which,
like its predecessor, had an ethnographic and natural history bias,
though neither history nor archaeology were ignored, The modern
State Museum of Georgia succeeded the Caucasus Musaum.

One of the most active founders of the Caucasus Museum,
the historian Platon loseliani (1809-1875), was also a membear
of the Geographic Society and the author of noteworthy
Kartvelological studies; especially interesting are his works in
history and archaeolegy, namely those dealing with the origin of
towns in Georgia. According to loseliani, the towns were founded
an the banks of major rivers and their main tributaries; near the
sites of strategic importance; sometimes near religious centres.
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Qcecasionally, they established on these grounds independent
centres of production which focused on the development of trade.
In support of his views, loseliani conducted small-scale excavations
on an ancient city-site near the modern village of Zhinvali. He
discoverad and excavated the remains of cobblestone structures,
which contained fragments of pottery and metal wares, Already, in
1844 [i.e. much earlier than Mtskheta became the overwhelming
object of scientific attention], P loseliani noted in one of his works
that there existed many ruins in Miskheta which had never been
explored.

In 1867, in Mtskheta, the ancient capital of Georgia, during
road reconstruction works on the right bank of the Mtkvari river at
Bagineti (Armazcikhe), there was a casual find made of a slab with
an inscription dated to 75 AL D. In later years in the same region of
Mtskheta, in Samtavro and Bebristsikhe ancient burials (cist-graves)
wera alsa casually found. These finds attractad governmental
interest, and in 1871 F. Bayern (1817-1886), an Austrian natural
historian, wha lived in Thilisi was charged to carry out excavations
in the Samtavwro valley. There were found cist-graves which yielded
pottery, metal weapons, adornments, etc, (Kavkaz, 1872, Nos, 7,
8], which same items were later added to the depository of the
Caucasus Museum. Although neither field works were conducted
on an adequate scholarly level, nor the historical significance of
finds carrectly interpreted, all the same, the availed archaeolegical
material fomented great interest throughout society. In 1885
Bayern's work was published in Berin, in which, alengside with
other materials, Samtavro valley graves were discussed,
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Following these archasological finds in Mtskhata interest in the
Caucasus, especially in Georgia, grew further among historians
and archaeologists. As a result, in 1872 a Caucasus Archaeological
Committee was set up in Thilisi with tha alm of co-ordinating
historico-archaeological studies in the Trancaucasus. Soon the
Committee merged with the *Society of the Amateurs of Caucasian
Archaeclogy™ that was established in 1873 in Thilisi. The founding
of the latter society was preceded by much preparatory work.,
Thus, in 1873 D. Bakradze's article was published in the Geargian
language magazine *Tsiskari}, familiarising Georgian readers with
prospects of archasological studies in their native country. The
article was entitled: "Concerning the Society of the Amateurs of
Caucasus Archaeology, the foundation of which is contemplated
ir Tiflis". The beginning of the article underscored the necessity of
historico-archaeclogical study of the Caucasus region, as well as
the iImportance, geographically speaking, of tha region's lacation
in determining the historical development of the country; an
assassment was given of the significance of inscriptions found on
historical monuments related to the study of the country’s past.
Afterwards, he noted that attention had been paid to the study
of archaeology In Georgia as well, that it was decided to create
an Archaeological Society in order to more fully explicate a listing
af antiquities, to excavate tombs which contain items dedicated
to the deceased of the ancient pericd, to gather inscriptions and
after collecting these finds, and considering their nature, to spread
this knowledge throughout the Society. Thanks to archaeology, it
has become possible to reconstruct the early history of peoples
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of the Caucasus region. This had never been studied, though
the area is one of the most important places, archaeologically
speaking, in the entire world. He adds: “For the most part, remains
are not visible, but, rather, buried in the ground, as Mrskheta proved,
where many ancient tombs were revealed” D. Bakradze was also
concerned with the re-usage of stones from the debris of ancient
ruins which consequently damaged these sites. He deemed that
the formation of the Archaeological Society was necessitated by
these facts: “The soclety needed to comprehend fully the significance
of these ancient remains, to preserve them and nat to allow anyone to
further damage them; fa make phatographs of buildings, their wall-
paintings; to copy the inscriptions; to purchase old coins, manuscripts,
and all those items which comprised such a gift from antiguity; to
arganise archaeclogical excavation of tombs where It was necessary,
etc.”. As is evident in this article, D, Bakradze outlined a significant
programme imbued with progressive ideas for the propasad
archaeological society; the question was raised of the necessity
of protecting monuments, and the need for their mapping,
graphic fixation, description, purchase, and excavation. In this
way, the historian Dimitri Bakradze (1826-1820), the author of this
programme article, was one of the founders and an active member
of the society of the Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology.

In Bakradze’s view, the search for sources and materials of
Gegrgian history was one of the principal approaches in this
field of research. He believed - quite correctly - that materials of
Georgian history should be gathered chiefly through historical-
archaeological research. Thus, he carried on scientific research
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in various regions of Georgia - Svaneti, Ajara, Guria, Meskhet-
Javakheti, Samegrelo, etc. These historical and archaeological
surveys represented a part of the entire plan worked out by
D. Bakradze. His ultimate objective was the study of Georgian
antiquities as a whole. This goal was naturally beyond the powers
of a single scholar, hence the need for pooling the scholarly effort.
By this time, scholars working in Georgia - though not organised
into a corporate body - carefully gathered and studied materials
important for Geargian history. That is why the progressive public
received the idea of founding a society of amateurs of archasology
with dalight and enthusiasm. The work of P loseliani, 5. Baratashvill,
R. Eristavi, D, Qipiani, G. Orbeliani, [ Bakradze, and others was
known in scholarly circles, as it is apparent from the Georgian
pericdicals of the time. The Charter of the Society of the Amateurs
of Caucasian Archaeology was endorsed on 23 March 1873, It was
decided that the Society would be set up in Thilisi, and that its
aim would be to protect old buildings - and antiquities in general
- from destruction. As far as possible, the Society was to purchase
antiquities from the population, to search for material on its own,
and to conduct research. Every member was to report on the
results of his study to a meeting of the Soaciety, and then publish
it on the recommendation of the Committee of the Society. The
Society was to establish close scholarly contacts with the various
analogous societies of the Caucasus, and Europe with a view to
obtain fresh information. The charter envisaged the organisation
of special expeditions and excavations. The Society was so keen
on an intensive archaeclogical study of the antiquities that it
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promised interested persons awards and certificates, The Charter
provided for the transfer of all scholarly papers to the Public Library
(at present the Mational Library of the Georgian Parliament), while
the material from archaeological excavations would be placed in
the custody of the Society's Museum. Subsequently this Museum
merged with the Caucasian Museum.

In 1875 the first book of the Society came out in Thilisi. The
volume contained the protocols of the meeting of the Society
and scholarly articles (Transactions, vol. |, 1875; val. Il, 1877).
The Archaeological Society had its honorary, full, and founding
members, as well as correspondents (largely from the peripharies).
Bothlocal residents and subjects of foreign countries were eligible
to work in the Society, The Society counted up to sixty members.
Existing on membership fees and charity donations, the Society
suffered from shortage of funds, preventing it from expanding
its activity. Special mention should be made of the cantribution
of the Society of the Amateurs of Caucasian Archaeology to the
organisation of an Archaeological Congress in Thilisi. The Society
was one of the main initiators and organisers of this Congress.
On the day of inauguration of the “Society of the Amateurs of
Caucasian Archaeolagy”in 1873, a brief review paper was read at
its session. Dealing with the prospects of archaeological studies
in the Caucasus, the paper noted the need far an archasological
study of the Black Sea littoral in view of the discovery there
of such interesting monuments as dolmens. The need for an
archaeological study of the environs of Sukhumi, Poti, and
Bichvinta was also pointed out in the paper. The paper lists the
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historical sites whase study was desirable, viz. in West Georgia;
Bedia, Mokalakevi, Phasis, Ozurgeti, Kutaisi, Vartsikhe, Oni, Khoni,
Shorapani; in East Georgia: Surami, Atsquri, Odzrkhe, Tmogwi,
Akhaltsikhe, Akhalgori, Kaspi, Bolnisi, Dmanisi, Mtskheta, Zhinvall,
Gremi, Nekresi, Ujarma, Cheremi, etc. The guestion was raised at
the Congress of the need of compiling an archaeological map of
Georgia.

One of the sessions of the Society was addressed by D. Bakradze.
Speaking about the future development of archaeological
explorations in Georgia, he focused attention on the sites of
future excavations that promised better rasults, He gave priority
to the study of the early pericds of the Transcaucasus inasmuch
as information on those periods was very meagre. Lsing ancient
written sources, he presented an historical overview of ancient
Greek colonisation on the eastern Black Sea coast. He referred
specially to Mtskhata and Vashnari as points whose archaeological
study would, in his opinion, be very fruitful. To back his view, in
1874 D. Bakradze conducted archaeological explorations near the
village ofVashnari {modern Ozurgeti district). The digging vielded
fragments of pottery, glass, iron and bronze wares, as well as
remains of a building, namely parts of a marble pillar, bricks, and
tiles.

D. Bakracze's historico-archaeological studies were summed
up in his monograph: "ONd Cheistian Monuments of the Caucasus’
included in the volume of the Society of Amateurs of Caucasian
Archaeology. The sites are ordered alphabetically. Their description
is accompanied by scholarly analysis, and the sources are pointed
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aut, on the basis of which the study was written, The description
of each site is preceded by a local-lore review of the region where
the site is located. In dating a monument, Bakradze gives priority
ta its architectural style. Up 320 monuments are described and
studied in the book. D. Bakradze was one of those researchers
wha tried to use newly-discovered archaeological material in the
study of Georgian history, for he was well aware of the importance
of archaeological investigations when dealing with the ancient
history of Georgla. In his monograph “A History of Georgla?
Bakradze notes: ‘.had we studied the archaeology of the early
periods of history, we could have touched upon their way of Iife and
interrelationship and relations with foreign tribes and peoples. Butin
this we have scant knowledge”, further he continues: “There can be
no dowbt that many objects must come to light in Kartli and Kakheti,
Imereti, Meskheti (i.e. various regions of Georgia) and on the Black
Sea litteral, shedding light on our past centuries”.

With Bakradze's active participation, the Society kept recordsin,
and took care of, a ledger, which certified almost all facts of casual
archaeological finds in the territory of the Caucasus. In this were
recorded three whitish jugs found while digging the foundation for
a house at the confluence of the Kurtskhana and Otskhi rivers, near
Akhaltsikhe; a casual find of a buried copper dagger in the village
of Ninotsminda; a bronze bell with an old Georgian inscription
and clay pot near the Artanuji fortress; sarcophagi without grave
goods, discovered by chance in 1876 in v. Saguramo and near v.
Urbnisi; a hoard of Bactrian coins brought te light while digging
the foundation for the girls school in Thilisi.
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Following Mtskheta, the greatest interest at that time was
paid, archaeologically speaking, to the ancient items found in
Qazbegi (modern Qazbeqgi district). This locality and its adjoining
area claimed the attantion of students of antiquities as far back as
the 18605 by casual finds of ancient objects. The archaeological
depaository of the State Museum of Georgia boasts a large quantity
of material - brought to light through excavations from Cazbegi
{v. Stepantsminda).

In 1877, in the settlement of Qazbegi, when digging the
foundation of a house, close to the present-day house-museum
of Georgian writer Al. Qazbeql, bronze objects (pins, bracelats)
were found, as well as a se-called radial earring, a gold plaque,
rings of a bronze chain, and a silver cup, a copper situla, in total ca,
200 items. An adjoining area of the same site was dug in 1878 too,
vielding gold and silver items, bronze bracelets, finger-rings and
iron spearheads. Besides Qazbegi, archasological explorations
were carried out in the Sno river valley, namely in Juta, where
three burials were excavated, yielding iron arrowheads, bronze
temple hoops, bronze and iron bracelets, etc. Nearby, a burial was
excavated in Artkhmo, which though robbed, still contained some
surviving items: bronze temple hoops, bracelets, etc.

Vani - situated near the confluence of the Sulori and Rioni
rivers - is one of the noteworthy archaeological sites that early
claimed the attention of those interested in ancient history.
In 1876, the Georgian language newspaper “Droeba” (No, 52)
reported on the discovery of burials and various gold abjects in
the village of Sachino {(mod. Vanil. The paper added: “There seems
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to be considerable wealth in this hill. Who knows how many historical
materials found here have been lost owing to the ighorance of the
owners, and how much is still hidden in this hill", The discovery of
separate items in Vani had been previously reported in 1848, e.g.
a male's sculptured head, 15 ocm in height. In 1880, the Georgian
writer and public figure Giorgi Tsereteli (1842-1900} informed the
public about objects found in Vani. This partially prompted the
small-scale excavations conducted in 1889 on the Akhvledianehis
Gora hill in Vanl, on the instruction of the Archasological Sociaty.
Hera several burials were excavated and pottery and metal items
wera found.

In 1878-1880s G. Tsereteli carried out archaeological
explorations of the Mghvimevi cave (in the Qvirila valley, between
Sachkhere and Chiatura). Near the town of Sachkhere, on the
slope of the hill of Modinakhe fortress, remains of burials were
discaverad, featuring pottery and metal wares. In the Quirila
valley, near Shorapani fortress (Sarapanis, mentioned by Strabo),
he found remains of an ancient clay water-pipe; near Shorapani
burials were in evidence. In Kutaisi, near the bank of the Rioni,
close to the modern “Red Bridge’ an ancient bath was unearthed;
northward of the Bagrati church remains of a damaged burial were
found casually. Remains of pottery were found in Kutaisi - in the
area of the present-day market where formerly a garden had been
laid out. According to the description, this must have been the so-
called“Colchian pottery”.

In 1880 two ancient settlement mounds (Nasajvarewi locality)
were discovered during earthwork between Chognari and
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Ajameti station, on the Poti-Thilisi railway line, There, cultural
layers contained pottery, metal tocls and weapons - axes, knives,
arrowheads, bronze bracelets, etc,

In the 18808 there was a small museumn of archaeology and lacal
lorein the town of Sukhumi, in one of the schools; later the museum
was transferred to the interior of the country, In 1886 small-scale
excavations were conducted in Sukhumi, in the western part of
present-day Rustaveli garden. Fragments of pottery were found,
including those of an amphora and black- and red-glazed wares. A
coin of the city of Amisos was also discovered here.

In 1880, elevan burials wera excavated in the village of Dighomi,
at the confluence of the Dighmis-tsgali and Mtkvari. The burials
chiefly contained silver adornments and earthenware vessels,
Weapons were not found in any of the burials.

As noted above, the Society of Amateuwrs of Caucasian Archae-
ology ralsed the question of halding an archasalogical congress in
Thilisi. In 1878 an Organisational-preparatory Committee for con-
vening the congress was set up in Thilisi, headed by D. Bakradze,
The Committea carried on extensive work towards gathering ma-
terials on the history, archaeology, ethnography, folklore and lan-
guages of the Caucasus. D Bakradze, D. Jorbenadze, A. Tsagareli, R.
Eristavi, G. Tsereteli, A. Berger, E. Weidenbaum, F. Bayern, G. Radde,
and athers took an active part in the preparatory work. Thilisi in-
telligentsia became gladly invalved in the preparatory waork for
the congress, which proved a strong stimulus to the development
of humanitarian sciences, namely history, archasology, ethnology
and linguistics in Georgia. The Organising Committee of the Ar-
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chaeological Congress invited up to forty eminent fareign schalars
to the Congress, including Q. Montelius (Stockholm), B. Virchow
(Berlin), H. S5chliemann (Athens), A. Rambaud (Paris), E. Chantre
iLyans), G. Mortillet [Paris), E. Rossi ([Rome) and others. The Archae-
ological Congress was opened on 8 September 1881 in a palace on
present-day Rustaveli Avenue No. 6 (for details see: *Kavkaz? 1881,
MNos, 198, 199, 200)._ The Congress caused quite a stir in the city.
It was attended by up to 850 persons bearing special passes and
badges. The Congress was divided into eight sections: remains
of primitive society; remains of the pagan and Classical periods;
remains of the Christian period; ariental monuments; ramains of
art and painting; monuments of languages and writing; linguis-
tics; historical geography and ethnography. In all 81 papers were
read at the sessions of the Congress. From the point of view of
the archaeological study of Georgian territory, only a brief paper
about the archaeolagical sites in Qazbegi and along the Rioni river
imainly in Kutaisi) was delivered. An exhibition of archaeologi-
cal iterms was specially arranged for the guests of the Congrass;
at the same time the exhibitions of the Caucasian Museum were
renewed. Excursions were organised to Mtskheta, Uplistsikhe, and
Gelati. The name “archaaological® is highly relative with respect to
the Fifth Archaeological Congress, for during its work other sci-
ences were represented on a wider scale than archaeology. The
Congress in the Caucasus was of major importance for the devel-
opment of humanitarian sciences in general, but almost nothing
was done for the study of Georgian archaeology proper, and for
the improvement of archaeological studies and methods in gen-
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aral. The eminent historian-archaeologist Ekvtime Tagaishvili re-
calls that . excavational archaeology was scantily represented at the
Thilisi Congress”.

For lack of funds, the Society of Amateurs of Caucasian
Archaeclogy broke up after the Congress in 1881, On 28 November
1881 the former members of the Society united in the Society of
Caucasian History and Archaeology. According to the Charter
of this new Society, the scope of its activity broadened. It was
to study the history of the Caucasus - primarily the written and
material sources of its history; protect as far as possible these
histarical monuments and sources from dastruction; ancient
objects unearthed in archaeclogical excavations or purchased
from the population were handed over to the Caucasian Museum
(now the State Museum of Georgia), and old manuscripts to the
Public Library (now the Library of he Georgian Parliament).

Agalin the historian D. Bakradze was the initiator of the founda-
tion of this Society’ he directed it till 1886, Two volumes of papers
came out in 1881-1885, Of the sites entered in this publication,
several localities where surfacial archaeological material was ob-
tained are interesting from the viewpoint of present-day archae-
clogy, namely, Akhaltsikha, Akhalkalaki, Sukhumi, Akhali Atoni,
Khutsubani, Anakopia, etc. After the publication of the second
collection of papers of the Proceedings of the Saciety, it, too, dis-
solved for lack of funds. The Society had hardly conducted any
excavations, Despite the dissolution of this Society, interest in
Georgia’s antiquities did not wane, as is evidenced by the interest
in the Georgian Black Sea littoral (ancient Colchis) shown in 1883
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by Heinrich Schliemann, the discoverer and excavator of Troy and
Mycenae. His interest was caused by the story of the amival of the
Argonauts in Colchis in quest of the Golden Fleece.

In 1889 Mrskheta antiquities again claimed attention, this
time “Bagineti® (Armaztsikhe) yielding ancient items. Attention
to this was paid by Dimitri Bakradze. Due to his old age, he was
unable to supervise the excavations, charging E. Tagaishvili with
this task. Work at Bagineti lasted for only three weeks, being then
discontinued for want of funds. Although the excavations were
of short duration, they proved interesting and noteworthy, A
structure was excavated, bringing three different layars to light.
The ruins of the structure contained hewn stone, adobe bricks,
fragments of marble, remains of glass and clay vessels, and a
copper axe. A female head was depicted on the surviving wall of
the structure. The excavations at Bagineti were directed by the
histarian-archaealogist Ekvtime Tagaishvili (1863-1953). Beginning
with these excavations, Tagaishvili directed archaeological studies
in Georgia. He resumed the archasological study of Mtskheta |ater
too, viz. to the west of the Mtskheta station, near Armaziskhewi,
he dug burials built of slabs, yielding necklaces, finger-rings, ear-
rings, bracelets, glass unguentaria, etc. Remains of a structura built
of lime mortar and fragments of vessels were found here, as well.
Tagaishvili dated the burials generally to the 17-8" cent. AD.

In 1896 Tagaishvili conducted archaeclogical excavations on
“Akhvlediani’s Hill" at Vani, in the Sulori river valley. He put forward
several noteworthy views on the hill. Here he found remains
of structures of hewn stones, fragments of clay vessels, diverse
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ornaments, coins, metal weapons, etc. The finds here included
foreign coins and items as well (Egyptian, Greek, Roman). Tagaishwvili
considerad the findings of the archaeclogical exploration of Vani
against the historical background, taking into account the abova-
said material brought to light in preceding years. He concluded
that on the Akhvledianis'Hill we must be dealing with remains of a
classical pericd city site; on the basis of foreign items and coins, he
assumed that the site was situated on an ancient trade and transit
highway.

In 1896 Tagaishvili carried out archaeological explorations near
v, Sajavakhe (on the left bank of the Rioni, in modern Samtredia
district} and v. Khutsubani [right bank of the Kintrishi, now Kobu-
leti district). The Khutsubali finds claimed attention as far as 1879,
evoking Tagaishvili's interest in this locality. He traced cultural lay-
ars with remains of pottery and a few metal items. At the archaeo-
lagical exploration of “Dranda-ghele” of Sajavakho a large quantity
of fragments of pottery came to light, leading Taqaishvili to the
assumption of the existence here of a ceramic workshop, In 1902
Bori, lyving on the left bank of the river Borimela, claimed atten-
tion from the archaeclogical point of view. While ploughing the
ground, local residants came acrass rich burials containing gold
and silver ornaments, vessels (especially interesting is a silver cup
with a representation of a horse at an altar and an inscription),
coins (Roman and Parthian), etc. Near Tsikhisdziri {modern Ko-
buleti district) 19-3" cent. AD gold and silver ornaments, vessels,
coins, stones with carved images, etc. came to light while digging
the foundation for a house,
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Rich items, known under the name of the “Akhalgori treasure’
were found accidentally during earthwork near Sadzeguri (in
Akhalgori district), The items include: gold earrings, torques,
temple hoops, bracelets, a necklace with toad images, inger-rings,
silver phialai, horse hamess, etc, (preserved in the State Museum
of Georgia).

In the same year bronze axes and several metal bars were found
during earthwork near Akhalkalaki (now in Kaspi district), The
items were purchased by Taqaishvili for the Caucasian Museum.
The discovery of these items prompted Taqaishvili to assume the
existence of a metal-smelting workshop.

Tagaishvili carried out small-scale excavations at the confluence
of the Baniskhevi and Mtkvari (Kura) rivers. A burial was found
containing bronze bracelets, ibulae, sard beads, etc. In this period
Tagaishvili explored Sachkhere archaeologically, discovering
several copper axes, bracelets, fibulag and fragments of a clay
vessel. Tagaishvili, heading at the time the newly established
Historical-ethnographic Society, kept a watchful eye on every
item found casually on Georgian soil in order to purchase it for the
Caucasian Museum,

At this stage of the development of Georgian archaeology, Ta-
gaishvili was the first to advance some highly noteworthy views:
the nead for recourse to local ethnographic-folkloristic facts in
interpreting archaeclogical finds; his views on the character and
significance of the location of the Vani city-site (see above); he
additionally pointed out the sites to be studied as a first priority
i{Vani, Sachkhere, Trialeti-Tsalka, Bagineti, etc.). Atthe same period
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Tagaishwili drew a curriculum of an archaeological course for the
Thilisi University students.

In 1924 the Georgian government issued a decree "On the
Pratection of Antiquities and Monuments of Art” Since then
all unwarranted archaeological digging, without permission of
relevant scholarly institutions was forbidden on the territory of
Georgia. In addition, the state took over the care for and protection
of all archaeological discoveries.

Initially, Thilisi State University, the State Museum OF Georgia
and the Georgian Historical-Ethnographic Society were charged
with conducting archaeological excavations and safe-keeping of
the items brought to light. Subsequently, these were joined by
the newly-established Institute of Archaesology, attached to the
Ministry of Education. The character of the latter Institute was
oriented more to the study of trends in art. In the early period
archaeological discoveries wera largely of casual nature, with no
planned and preliminarily prepared archaeological studies being
carried out,

In this respeact, the excavations carried out by Giorgi Nioradze
in 1925-1931 in Karsniskhevi, fermo Avchala, Sasireti, Devis Khvreli,
Sakazhia, etc. formed an exception. Nioradze had received
professional archeological education in Europe and was well
acquainted with the advanced methods of field archasological
work of the time. Returning to Georgia in 1925, he headed field
archasological studies. He was appointedhead ofthe archasological
department of the State Museum of Geargia. With a view to re-
vitalizing field archaeological explorations, he rallied round himself
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scholarly forces of the ald and the new generations (5, Makalatia,
G. Gozalishwili, 5 lordanishvili, G. Muskhelishvili, G.Chitaia and
others), who at the time carried on field archaeological work in
various regions of Georgia, namely, in Plavismani, Tagilond, Igalte,
MNokalakevi, Kiketi, Tsitsamuri, etc.

In 1925 Nioradze renewed delivery of an archa=ology course at
Thilisi University, initiated in 1918 by E. Tagaishwili. At first Nioradze
worked as the Chair of Ancient History, and from 1934 as the chair
of the History of Material Culture, which was set up at the Faculty
of History, uniting the specialities of the history of archaeology,
ethnography and art. Nieradze headed the chair till 1953, From
1953 the chair was headed for years by Acad. Otar Japaridze. The
chair of archaeology of Thilisi State University became the principal
seat of training professional archaeologists in Georgia. Most of the
Georgian archaeologists mastered the basics of archasology at
this chair.

Whereas the State University was the main forge of new specialists
of archasology, the State Museum of Georgia was the principal
repository of the archaeological material discoverad on the territory
of Georgia. The institutions maintained close contacts.

In 1919, the Caucasian Museum - founded in 1852 - was
renamed Museum of Georgia (now - Georgian National Museum),
In 1929-1930 the collections of the Historical and Ethnographic
Society and of the Museum of Antiguities of the University were
transferred to the Museum of Georgia. Georgian archaeology was
mainly served by one department of the Museum - that of pre-
historic archaeology.
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As noted above, in 1925 Giorgi Nioradze headed the
archaeological studies carried on by the state Museum of Georgia.
Special mention should be made of his contribution to the study
of Georgla's Stone Age sites. This archasological research proved
finally that Stone Age man inhabited Georgian territory prior to
the Bronze Age. The view had prevailed earlier, according to which
Palaeclithic man had never lived neither in Georgia nor in the
entire Caucasus.

In 1926-1931 the Stone Age man's habitation at Deviskhvrell
{Kharagauli district) was excavated. On the basis of the
archaeological material brought ta light, Nioradze published a
monograph - the first significant work in the Palaeclithic Age
of Georgia. Subsequently, a model of the Deviskhvrali cave was
available to the public with the life of 5tone Age man. A model
of the cave was constructed at the State Museum of Georgia,
acquainting the public with the life of Stone Aga man.

The excavations at Deviskhvreli were followed by the study of
other archaeological sites, In particular, the Sakazhio cave (Terjola
dist.) was excavated in 1936, In 1934-1936 the Mghvimevi cave
(Chiatura dist.) was excavated, while in Abkhazia the ancient Stone
Age habitation at Yashtkhva near Sukhumi was dug.

1936 proved an important year for the development of Georgian
archaesological science. In that year the Acad. N. Marr [nstitute of
Language, History and Material culture {Georgian abbreviation
ENIMKD was set up on the basis of the former Institute of Caucasian
Studies (the former Historico-Ethnographical Institute, founded
by M. Marr). The newly-founded Institute turned into a leading
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Kartvelological centre. Along with other Kartvelological branches,
the Department of Georgian Archaeology, Anthropology and
Ethnography was opened at the Institute. In 1938 the Archaesology
Department became detachad from the latter, and it was joined
by the Archaeoclogical Institute of the Ministry of Education. G.
Mioradze was appointed head of theArchaeology Department
of the ENIMKL This Department became the main centre of
archaeological studies in Georgia. An appropriate scientific and
rmaterial base indispensable for carrying on extensive, planned
field archaeological work was created at the Department.

Apart from the Archasological Department at ENIMKIL, sig-
nificant archaeological work was carried out at the Museum of
Rustaveli and his Epoch. This museum was founded basically to
organize an exhibition of the Middle Ages, in particular of the peri-
od of Rustaveli. In 1936-1939 this museum conducted excavations
at Dmanisl, Gudarakhi, Balnisi, Geguti and other places. Of these,
especially valuable proved a 492-493 inscription carved on stone
in the asomtavawuli script, considered to be one of oldest dated
inscription in Georgian.

Like in other Kartvelological fields, Acad. Ivane Javakhishvili
made a contribution to archaeology as well. From the start he
correctly defined and pointed outthat “Archaeology must be counted
the principal subject for the ancient period of history”; “Archaeclogy,
as a branch of science having its own methaod, is an arena of research
of relevant specialists and an ordinary historian usually makes use of
its gains for his own purposes”,
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Javakhishvili considered it necessary to use archaeological
evidence in the study of the earliest pericd of Georgian history.
In the very first edition of his “History of the Georgian Nation™ use
is made of archaeological material, which the 1928 edition of the
same book is prefaced by a special part: “The material culture of
the Caucasus and the Georgians®, in which the Bronze and Iron
Age material culture is discussed according to the archaeclogical
evidence available then, Photos and graphical drawings of
archaeological material are added.

Javakhishvili took part in field archaeclogical excavations
frem 1930, when he was appointed as one of directors of the
archaeolegical study of Mokalakevi (Archaeopolis). Unfortunately,
digging at Mokalakevi continued only for two months, and was
discontinued. From 1936 Javakhishwvili became more actively
invalved in field archasological studies. He gave general guidance
ta the archaeological excavations at Dmanisl, Gudarekhi, Geguti,
and Bolnisi. Javakhishvili was the first to draw a scientifically
founded plan of an archaeological study of medical sites. In it
the study of old city sites (planning, building material, objects
of various purpose, etc) was considered one of the noteworthy
tasks. He also stresses the nead of the study of water conduits and
irrigation canals, this being a novelty in research at the time.

In 1937 Javakhishvili published an article in ENIMETS moambe
entitled "Jur tasks in the sphere of linguistics and history of
culture”, which was programmatic for Georgian archa=ology as
well. The author noted studies which must necessarily be carried
an according to plan - along historical trade routes, with account of
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crossroads, with knowledge of all ancient historical evidence and
focusing appropriate attention on all materials helpful in solving
the principal tasks of the history of culture,

In 1937, archaeological excavations commenced at Mitskheta
according to Javakhishvili's guidelines. An archaeological
expedition was sent there from the ENIMEK] Institute, The expedition
discowvered traces of an ancient bath on the right bank of Mtkvari,
at the confluence of the Armaziskhevi. Apart from this discovery,
attention was drawn by the well-known burial ground of Samtavro
Field, damaged by a new construction; the local authorities had
decided to sattle this field, which threatened an archaealogical site
of paramount importance for Georgian history with destruction.
This attracted archaeologists’ attention once more and accelerated
the commencement of planned excavations in Mtskheta. The
question of the damaged necropolis in the Samtavro Field was
discussed at a meeting of the ENIME] scientific council, and its
archaeological study was decided, On this basis the Mtskheata-
Samtavro Archaeological Expedition was formed. In started work
on 27 October,1938. Javakhishvili was appointed head of the
expedition, who engaged in the work of the expedition with his
characteristic responsibility and energy. Apart from scientific
matters, he took care of organization and economic work.

Thetireless labors of all members of the Mtskheta archasalogical
expedition were rewarded by discoveries of great scholarly
significance, universally recognized today. These are structures,
burials and objects of diverse purpose, pointing to a high leval of
urban life in Georgia of that period, The Mtskheta Archaeological
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Expedition turnedintothe principal school for training professional
archaeologists in Georgia. Here almost all representatives of the
senior generation of Georgian archaeclogists were tempered in
the scientific processing of archaeological material in course of
field expeditionary work,

The first stage of the scientific work of the Mtskheta
Archaeclogical Expedition was summed up in a fundamental work,
Mtskheta | (Archaealogical remains of Armaziskhervi).

In 1936-1940 rich barrow burials were excavated in Trialeti in
cennectionwith the construction of the KhramiWater Power Station
storage. A whole series of brilliant remains of the Bronze Age were
discovered here, known by the name of "Trigleti culture”. On the
basis of a study of Trialeti, and generally Georgian, archaeological
material, Acad. B. Kuftin proved once again the ancient local roots
of Georgian culture.

In 1941 an exhibition, *Trialeti and Miskheta - seats of ancient
Georgian culture’, was opened in the State Museum of Georgia.
This was the first general popular demonstration of the brilliant
archaeological material of Mitskheta and Trialeti. The exhilbition
was the result of the energetic scientific-organizational effort of
Acad. Simon Janashia. After the death of I. Javakhishvili, the antire
load of the general direction of archaeological work in Georgia
devalved on Janashia, Subsequently N. Berdzenishwili took aver
this laborious work. At the time of the establishment of the ENIMKI
{Institute) the Department of Archaeology was assigned ascientific-
arganizational plan of archasological studies, according to which
work was subsequently carried out in all regions of Georgia.
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Planned archasological studies on Georgian territory assumed
a particularly wide scale in the 1980s. In that period, excavations
were carried out in, Rustavi, Bakurtsikhe, Gremi Dmanisi, Khovle,
Ujarma, Nadarbazewi, Thilisi, Sagarejo, Tetrisqaro, Boinisi, Gudarekhi,
Samshvilde, Urbnisi, Nabi, Vashnari, Eshera, Tvgviavi, Gelati, Skanda,
Shorapani, Kideeti, Yashtkhva, Sakazhia, Sagvarfile, Odishi, Tetrmiste,
Sakao, Sachkhere, Brill, Anakiia, Dablagomi, Kobulet-Pichvnari, Ureki,
Quleri, Bichvinta, Geguti, Sukhumi, etc.

On the basis of a generalization of the material stemming from
the archeological sites just listed, the first university textbook"The
Archaealogy of Georgia®

In 1941 the Institute of history was separated from the Insti-
tute of Language, History and Material Culture, Since 1943 the
Institute of History has borne the name of 1. Javakhishvii Accord-
ingly, the archaeologists working at the ENIMEKl were transferred
to the Institute of Histary, Archaeology and Ethnagraphy of the
Georgian Academy of Sciences. At the time of detachment from
the EMIMEIL, the Institute of History had only one department of
archaeclogy. Subsequently a sector of archasology was formed
on the basis of this department, uniting several archasological
departments.

In connection with wide-scale housing construction, the ur-
gent need for archaeological work grew. Therefare in 1977 at
Prof. 0. Lordkipanidze’s insistence a Centre for Archaeclogical
Studies (CAS) (now — Georgian Mational Museum of Otar Lord-
kipanidze Centre of Archaeology) was set up at the Institute
of History, Archaeology and Ethnography. The principal depart-
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ments of the CAS are; the Palasolithic period, Bronze-Early Stone
Age, Classical peried lberia and Colchis, Middle Ages and inter-
disciplinary studies. Cardinal problems of Georgian archaeoclogy
are studied at the CAS through the structural description - clas-
sification of Georgia's archaeological sites; original settlement
of man on Georgian territory; the inception and development
of manufacturing economy; the ethnogeny of the Georgians;
bronze and iron metallurgy; the genesis of polities on Georgian
territary (Kingdoms - |beria and Colchis), palasourbanistics; ar-
chaeological culture and socio-economic structures, contacts of
ancient cultures with the other warld; meadical towns, ate,

Complex study of individual archaeclogical artefacts is carried
on at the CAS departments, with the creation of exploratory sys-
tems: spectral, chemical metallographic, archasomagnetic, pa-
lasozoological, palasodendrological, etc. Analyses are conducted
in the laboratories of the department of interdisciplinary studies.
Conservation of archaeological items is carried out, aerial pho-
tographs are decoded archaeologically at the Centre. Since 1985
underwater archaeological studies have been carried on under
the direction of G, Gamkrelidze an the Black Sea coast and the
Lake Paliastomi. The shelves of Bichvinta, Sukhumi, Anaklia, Poti
and Tsikhisdziri have been studied hydroarchaeologically.

The Centre for Archeological Studies is at present the main
institution of archeclogical research in Georgia. Its scientific
collaborators conduct excavations in all regions of Georgia. Brief
reports on theseexcavationsare publishedannuallyinthe collection
“Field Archeological Studies” (see the CAS Bibliography).



IM THE FATH GF GECHGIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 15

The discovery of hominid skulls in the lower layers of the Dmanisi
site, in the south-eastern part of Georgia should be considered as
a major success for modern Georgian archaeology. The date of the
skulls has been defined at 1,8 million yaars. Primitive stone tools
and diverse palaeofaunistic and palaeobotanical material were
attested in the context of the skulls, The remains of ancient man
found in Dmanisi belong to the Homo erectus type, representing
the earliest seat of the spread of hominids in Western Europe.

To date over 350 Palaeclothic habitations have been traced
on Georgian territory. Among them the following are important
stratified habitations: Kudaro |, Kudare Il, Tsona, Tsopi, Jruchula,
Ortvala, Apiancha, Sakazhia, Edzani, Kvachara, Darkveti, Sagvarjile,
Tetri Mghvime, etc,, which are situated on the Black Sea littoral, in
the Rioni-Ovirila valley, on Javakheti Plateau and Everno Kartli. The
stone and osteological material, brought to light on these sites,
provides interesting evidence on tha life of Palaeolithic man. On
the basis of this material, it may be said that, beginning with the
earliest stage of the Paleolithic period to the early farming culture
inclusive, anuninterrupted picture of man's life in Georgian territory
is attested. In Georgia’s Upper Palasolothic archasological remains
a certain similarity is obsarvable with synchronous remains of
Mesopotamia and Syria-Palestine,

As aresult of new explorations, numerous Nealithic (Mew Stone
Age) archaeological sites have been discovered on Georgian
territory (Kighuradze 1986), in particular, Anaseuli, Palauri, Darkveti,
Khroshi, Chkhartali, atc. The latest stage of these sites is dated to
the 6 millennium B.C. On settlement sites of this stage we already
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come across farming tools - sickle inserts, quern-grinders, etc,
These artefacts point to the transition effected by the these early
inhabitants to farming and livestock-breeding, being indicative
of cardinal changes under way in society. The last phrase of this
process is clearly visible in early-farming culture sites of the §"-4'"
cent, B.C.on Georgian territory.

Archaeological study of Kvemo Kartli settlements of the 5™-4"
millennia B.C. has revealed an ancient local farming society, whose
aconomic basis of life was farming based on simple irfgation, as
well as livestock breeding. These archaeological sites are: Arukhlo
I=Il, Shulaveris gora, Imiris gora, Khramis gora, atc. Theair excavations
brought to light adebe structures, household facilities, diverse
pottery, stone and bone tool (largely of farming purpose), Diverse
palacobotanical material was also found here-millet, barley, durum
and common wheat,

A new stage beqgins in the development of local soclety from
the second half of the 4" millenium B.C. In Georgian scholarly
literature this stage is referred to as the Kura-Araxes culture, This
archaeological culture spread in Transcasia, the Morth-eastern
Caucaucasia, Eastern Anatolia, and Northen Iran, covering a fairly
vast area. In Georgia the following are considered to be classic
sites of this culture; Sachkhere barrows, Kvatshelebi, Khizanaant
gord, Amiranis gora, lito, Samshvilde, Koda, Mhinvali settlement site,
Ghrmakhevistavi, Dighomi, etc.

According to modern scholarly research, the Kura-Araxes
culture is considered to have been that of a development farming,
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livestock breading society. In it, matallurgy becomes detached as a
separate branch from the first half of the 3™ millenium B.C.

Archaeological study of the end of the 3" millenium and first
half of the 2" millenium B.C. (the Middle Bronze Age period in
Georgia) is being carried on successfully, the way for the study
having been paved by the discovery of the brilliant barrow
culture of Trialeti. Similar archaeological evidence was found on
Gomarteli plateau, Dmanisi district. In the 1970s-1980s, new seats
of this culture were attested In Mtsketa, Kakheti, etc, Excavations
revealed burial structures built of wooden beams, rich in artefacts
(burial chariots, gold and silver ornaments, bronze weapons, black-
polished pottery, etc.)

By the latest studies, the second half of the 2™ millenium
Georglan  territory  witnessed accelerated development of
productive forces, primarity of metallurgy, further advance of
farming and the emergence of antecedents of protourbanistic
civilization. Study of sites of this type stems from the Samtavro
necropolis in Mtskheta,

Mumerous Late Bronze-Early Iron fAge archaeological sites
have been discovered on Georgian territory: settlements, burial
grounds, praying houses, traces of metallurgical and ceramic
manufacture, Sites of this period have been listed and partly
excavated and studied: in Shida Kartli; on the southem slope of
the Central Caucasus Range, in the lori and Aragvi valleys, Evemo
Kartli, Meskhet-Javakheti, Kakheti, Kolkheti, Svaneti, Racha, etc,

A Late Bronze-Early lron Age major settlement, resembling
a proto-urban type settlement, called “Treli gorebi”, has been
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discoverad in Dighomi, near Thilisi, Its excavations are under
way.

Georgian archaeologists have made same headway in the
study of iron metallurgy. According to archaeological data the
commencement of iron production is visible in the 14* cent.
B.C.. while its wide adoption is presumed from the 12°" cent.
B.C. Hundreds of facts of iron manufacture have been found on
Georgian territory of this period in the shape of an iron smelting
furnace, slags and ore. These artefacts have been archaelogically
discovered at Paluri, Migvziani, Ureki, Merkheti, Brili, etc. An
astonishing large number of iron agricultural tools and weapons
have been discovered on archaeolegically studied west-Geargian
sites of the 8"-7" cent. B.C,

In the Classical period political hegemony on Geargian territory
was gained by the kingdoms of Colchis and Iberia (Kartli). (Both
these kingdoms are well-known from the Greco-Roman and
Georgian written sources.). The united state - Georgia - was formed
on the place and basis of these kingdoms.

Georgian archaeologists have attained definite success in
the study of the Classical period of these kingdoms. To date the
former city sites, repeatedly mentioned in Georgian and Greek
sources, have been studied archaeologically, namely: Mtskheta-
Armaztsikhe, Nastakisi, Uplistsikhe, Dzalisi, %arkine, Shorapani,
Bichwinta, Apsarus, etc. Sites of the same pericd are: Samadlo,
Tsikhiagora, Vani, Eshera, Kobuleti-Pichvnar, Sairkhe, Sakorkio,
Sukhumi-Diaskurias, Ochamchire, etc. Most of these sites bear
characteristics of urbanization, viz, defensive works, acropolis,
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public and cultic structuras built of hewn stone and roofed with
tile, baths.

Throught the long-standing endeavour of Georgian archaeolo-
gists the Colchis of the Greco-Roman written sources has emearged
as a real country with its statehood, developed agriculture, cities,
diverstied artisan manufacture, weapons, peculiar pottery, toreu-
tics, gold-smithery, architecture, coins, etc.

The artefacts from the above-mentioned sites have proved to
be principal source for the study of such first-rate scholarly prob-
lems as the social atratification of Classical period Georgia, typo-
lagical-functional classification of settlemeants and tows, trade,
economic and cultural contacts with the outer world, artisanshig.
agriculture, money circulation, idealogy, study of specimens of
fine arts, architecture, etc.

Georgian medieval archaeologiacl sites are more numerous in
comparisan with those of other periods. Gearglan archaeslogists
have studied medieval former city-and village sites, fortresses and
strongholds, traces of manufacture, cultic architecture, sanitary
systems, otc. The study of concrete artefacts is under way: pottery,
metal, glass, ornaments, arms, numismatic material, etc,

Since the 19605-1970s wide-scale field work has been
conducted on medieval archaeological sites: in Thilisi, Rustavi,
Uiarma, Wardtsikhe, thinvall, v.Kazreti, v.Mtisdzirl {Vani dist.), Balichi,
Dmanisi, Akhalkalaki {Javakheti dist.), Gavazi, Telavi, Poti (near Lake
Paligstomi), etc.

Papers by archaeologists of institutions - predecessors of the
Centre for Archaelogical Studies - were published first in the En-
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imkis moambe (*Proceedings of ENIMEL"], then in the “Proceed-
ings of the Institute of History” and in the collected papers *Mi-
momkhilveli” (*Reviewer”), Since 1955 Georgian archaeologists
have isseed a separate systematic collection “Material for the
Archaeology of Georgia and the Caucasus”. In later years other
archaeological collections were also founded and published seri-
ally, namely, "Archaeological Sites of Feudal Georgia” "Questions
of Georgian Archaeology; *Vani” "The Great Pitiunt’, *Mtskheta’,
“Thilisi” “The archaeological 5ites of Kavtiskhevi™Archaeological
Studies at New Construction Sites”, “Proceedings of the Kakheti
Archasalogical Expedition”, “Proceedings of the Zhinvali Archae-
ological Expedition’, "Dziebani ("Researches™ of the CAS, *Iberia-
Colchis’, (Researches on the Archaeology and History of Georgia
in the Classical and Early Medieval Pericd). "Journal of Georgian
Archaeology” (in English), atc.

The principal repository of the archasolagical matarial brought
to light on Georgian territory is the National Museum of Georgia -
the oldest scientific-educational institution of the country. Today
it is engaged in fruitful field archaeological studies. The Museum
has a special restoration department at which materials are
restored and conserved. The museum facilitias the protection and
popularization of new archaeological monuments.

Other regional institutes under the Georgian Academy of 5ci-
ences alse carry on archaeclogical studies, namely the 0. Gulia Ab-
khazian |nstitute of Language, Literature and History, the Tskhinvali
Scientific Research and the Batumi Scientific-Research Institutes,
Special archaeological departments are set up at these institutions,
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Archaeological work carried out on Georgian territory is
supervized and coordinated by the Archaeclogical Commission;
the latter grants permission to carmy out excavations. Without such
permission archaeological excavations on Georgian territory are
forbidden and are punishable by law.

The universally known successes of Georgian archaeology
- one of the branches of modern Kartvelology - come from
the contribution and service of all generations of Georgian
archaeology. Archaeological studies on Georgian territory have
confirmed the existence of sites of all stages reflective of human
life and development, ranging from the Stane Aga to the Mediaeval
peried, inclusive, Proof of this success is the several thousands of
papers and monographs published by Georgian archaeologists
ifor details, see the Biblicgraphy).



437 Gl GAMERELIDZE

Bibliography:

Biblicgraghy of the Centre for Archaeclogical Studies 1977-1996 (ed. by [ Kacharaval,
CAS publisher, Thiliss, 1957 (in Georglan, English, France, Gaiman, Hussian).

Apakidee, A., Gobejishvill, G., Kalandadze, A., Lomtatidze, G., MTSERETA el of
archoesingicol sudies), wol. 1, Thilisi, 1955 (in Georgian)

Bakradze, D, The kistory of Geongia, Thilisi, 1884, {in Geongianl.

Gamkrelidze, G., COLCHS (Researches on the coitaee and Ristory of Wed Geomia), logos
publishers, Thilisi, 2002 {in Geargian, English

Garnhrelldee, G, FirtskhalavaM, O the Miltary Ristory of Anclent Georgia e the 57 ¢,
AL = 2% e A0 Erwranmend, Wirtten Sowces, Roliical Situation, Fortification, Armarment),
Artarmyi Pubdisher, The, 2005, pp.1-231. 0in Geoegian, with surmmany in Englishl.
Mberia-Codehis, lournal - Besearches on the Archasalogy of Gaorgia in the Classical and
Early Meadiesval Pegiod, CAS Publisher, Tha 102003), £202005), 3020071, {in Geodgian and
English).

Lomtatidza, G, The Cwture and Moge of iz of the Geongian popoiation i the 191320
cerduries, Ty, 1997 lin Georgian),

Lordkipanidee, DL, Af the Source of Anclent Gacvglan Civilzadion, Th Uniwer. Fublisher, Tk,
2002, fin Georglan).

Madsuradze, B., Pantskhaval . Shifda Sanchuany T 984 in Geoeglan & summ. in English).
Colchi - Land of golden flewce, Gaorgian Mational Musaum Publishen T 2005(in Gegng,
Engp.h

Archoeology of Georgla (Eaitor O Lovdkizankdaal, well L Tk, 1987, (in Geongian),
Archoeology of Georgla (Eaitor O deparidzel, wal, Il Th 9392 (in Geong.h

laparidee, O, Af the sowce of Gearglan History, The Linkbees, Fublisher, Th, 2003 din
Gecegian,

Japaridze Ot. Georgio ar 08 Pre-histone arging, Anfonai Pubdishes, Th 2006 {in Geongiand.
Braund, D, Gocngla b Antigualdy 55060 - AD 562, Clarendon Publisher , Oifond, 1954,
Garnlorelldze, G, Hyaroarchaeology in the Gaceplan Repubiic, The Intermational tournal of
Mautlcal Archasology, NY-London, 1952, 21, N2, ppo 100-1249,

Jlopmal of Georgian Archasology, Centre for Archacological Studies Pubilisher, Th, 2004,
&1 [sro BIBLIOGRAPHY)

Kecharava, D, BIBLIOGRAPHY, Ceorplan Archaeclogics! Ueranire oo 1976- 1984,
Diabogues d'historle anclenne, Paris 1987, 413, pp 375-312

Kiguradize,T., Meafitische Siedlingan von Keemo Kortl, Geangien, Minchen, 19846,

Le Pont-ewein wu par bes Grecs, (od, O, Loadkipanidral, Centre da Recherches d Histoina
Ancienne, wol. 100, Paris 1990,

Lordkipanidee, OL, Archdokgie bn Goorglen worr dar Almseinzall Bds 2o Mitredainar,
Walnhelm, 1991,

National Treasure of Georgia, ec OrSokes, RWisan Publisher, NY-London, 19499,
Pizchelauri, K. Watten der Bronzezsit aus Ost-Geongien, Archaologse in Euasien, B4,
Gatlingen, 1997,

Gamlorelidee, G, On the archosclogy of the Plurals (oo veday, Thilisi, 1993 (in Fussian).
Kuftlm, B., Archasological Excavations in Triaded, Thdlisl, 1941 {in Russian),
Khakhutaishwili, DL, The prodisction of i in ancient Colchis, Th, 1987 (in Aussian).



PLATES



	full
	Binder1
	full-1
	full-2
	full-3
	full-4
	full-5
	full-6
	full-7
	full-8
	full-9
	full-10
	full-11
	full-12
	full-13
	full-14
	full-15
	full-16
	full-17
	full-18
	full-19
	full-20
	full-21
	full-22
	full-23
	full-24
	full-25
	full-26
	full-27
	full-28
	full-29
	full-30
	full-31
	full-32
	full-33
	full-34
	full-35
	full-36
	full-37
	full-38
	full-39
	full-40
	full-41
	full-42
	ful-43


