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From the History of Research of Identity of the Author of
The Knight in the Tiger’s Skin

In scientific literature, the history of research of the identity
of the author of The Knight in the Tiger’s Skin is quite large
scale. Clarification of the biography of the genial Georgian poet
is complicated by the lack of historic-documentary materials.
This is primarily reasoned by the fact that biographic and
bibliographic facts were not being written in the ancient times.

The essay chronologically presents the history of research
of the identity of the author, versions hypothesis defined in
Rustvelology science; emphasized is the name ofthe poet “Shota”
and last name “Rustaveli; his Meskhetian origins. The essay
also critically analyses the contradictory concepts: Rustaveli’s
confusion with Heretian Count Shota Kupr; argument that he
was a representative of Heretian Bagrationi family.

It does not also stand criticism to assume that Rustaveli was
Chakhrukhadze, Gabelisdze, Khursidze, Kolonkelisdze. Same
can be said about the presumption that Rustaveli was a cleric,
a Bishop. We can agree that Rustaveli was a representative of
the feudal family of the Toreli. Materials from the Georgian
Cross of Monastery of Jerusalem have evidenced that the author
of the epic poem was a Treasurer (Mechurchletukhutsesi) and
the fact of him holding position of the Treasurer brought the
Rustvelological science to the version of the Toreli feudal
family. It has been identified that our great poet was a son of
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Chiaber Toreli, the head of ushers and that he was appointed to
the position of Treasurer during 1205-1220.

When identifying Rustaveli’s date of birth one of the following
appears to be close to the truth — 1160-1165; 1163-1165; 1166.
In written sources and in folk statements Rustaveli is mentioned
to have been King Tamar’s Secretary; the Royal poet; head of
writers; historian; theologian; head of cashiers; Treasurer; and a
Vizier. Part of researchers argues that Rustaveli was the author
of the following literary works: Life of King Tamar; Tamariani;
Kebani (The Praises); Novel about loseb Mshvenieri; Istoriani
and Azmani Sharavandedtani; Tsasa Tsatasa (To the Skies of the
Skies); To the Virgin Blood. None of these claims are shared
and agreed to by the scientific literature.
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