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Tilmann Kulke

1lia State University

“A cosmopolitan chronicler and a non-cosmopolitan king? Some reflections on
Musta’idd Khan’s (d. 1724) conflicting duties while writing the Heroic Deeds of
Aurangzeb Alamgir (d. 1707)”

Aurangzib has generally been described as the Mughals’ 'bad guy', who, through his intolerant religious
policy and temple destructions, ushered the empire’s later downfall. His image as a temple destroyer also
stains Musta‘iddHan (died 1723) and his chronicle, the Ma’asir-i'Alamgiri (written between 1707-1710),
which covers the whole reign of the once so mighty emperor.

Here, however, many important aspects are being overlooked: In his writing process, our
cosmopolitan orientated chronicler and secretary (mun$i) Musta'iddHan, critical against
Aurangzib’santi-Hindu decisions, had to collaborate with InayatAllahHan b. Mirza Sukr (died 1726),
among the most influential adviser and confidant of Aurangzib and who now tried everything as to
secure that his once so powerful patron did not come under any criticism. In addition, significant
historical templates were available for Musta‘iddHanto include into his text. For the first ten years of the
Ma’asir-i‘Alamgiri, our author could rely on MuhammadKazim’s more than 1000-page ‘Alamgir-nama
(,The Book of the World-Conqueror®), for the second half it was MuhammadBahtavar Han’s Mir'atal-
‘alam ("The Mirror of the World").

Both works, as yet untranslated, exerted substantial influence on our author's work. Previous
research imputed Musta‘iddHansimple plagiarism but completely overlooked the fact that he, in a highly
skilled way, rather compiled his own text from these well-known templates, and indeed also named his
sources. In my presentation, I will discuss and demonstrate this process of compilation and will argue
that Musta'iddHHanmade a huge effort to create a cosmopolitan ruler. By doing so, he designed a
chronicle not only reporting about the past, glorifying a temple-destroying king; it is also a future-
oriented text that calls for new forms of government and should rather be described as an 'Agenda 1710'
for Aurangzib’s new successor Sih‘AlamBahadur.
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