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qalaq rodopoliss ( ͑ Ροδόπολιs)  bizantiuri saistorio mwerloba 

lazeTis RirSesaniSnav qalaqTa rigSi asaxelebs. gamoCenili bizantieli 

istorikosis, prokopi kesarielis (VI-s.) mixedviT: `yvelaze SesaniSnavi 

qalaqebi ki mainc aris aq (lazeTSi - g. y.) rodopolisi da moxirisi~1. 

samwuxarod CvenTvis ucnobia qalaq moxirisis adgilmdebareoba da 

masze warmodgenis Camoyalibeba SeuZlebelia, magram qarTul samecniero 

literaturaSi დidi xania damkvidrebulia mosazreba, rom rodopolisi 

varcixea, mdinare rionis marcxena sanapiroze, iq, sadac dRes mas xaniswyali 

uerTdeba, wamomarTuli adrebizantiuri xanis patara simagre (sur. 1, 3). 

varcixesTan rodopolisis gaigivebas Semdegi axsna moeZebneba: 

TiTqosda, bizantielebma (berZnebma), meqanikurad, TavianT enaze Targmnes 

cixis adgilobrivi saxelwodeba `vard-cixe~ da miiRes ,, ͑ Ροδόπολιs” 2. amdenad, 

isic igulisxmeba, rom misi dRevandeli saxelwodeba - `varcixe~, am 

toponomidan droTa ganmavlobaSi `d~-onis gaqrobis Sedegadaa miRebuli. 

varcixe arqeologiurad kargad Seswavlili Zeglia da mas monografiac 

mieZRvna. monografiis avtorisTvisac `varcixe~ rodopolisia, anu vardis 

qalaqi.3 

iustiniane keisris mixedviT (VI s., 535 w.) ki: `arqeopolisi da 

rodopolisi udidesi da Zveli simagreebia lazeTSi~.4 

es cnoba garkveul interess aRZravs. cnobilia, Tu sad mdebareobs 

arqeopolisi-cixe-goji, dRevandeli noqalaqevi da mas aTeulobiT wlebis 

manZilze Seiswavlida saqarTvelos saxelmwifo muzeumis eqspedicia.5 aq eWvs 

badebs iustinianes gansazRvreba - `udidesi~, rac mxolod arqeopolisis 

mimarT SeiZleba rom iTqvas, radgan misi farTobi 20 ha-s utoldeba6 (sur. 2), 

1 prokopi kesarieli. brZola petras garSemo. `georgika~, bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi 
saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. tomi II, teqsti qarTuli TargmaniTurT gamosca da ganmartebebi 
daurTo simon yauxCiSvilma. Tb. 1965. gv. 101. 

2 s. yauxCiSvili, `georgika~. gv. 34. (SeniSvna 1) gv. 105 (SeniSvna 1). 
3 v. jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari. Tb., 1984, gv. 3 da Smd. 
4 `georgika~ II. gv. 35-36. 
5 ix. noqalaqevi-arqeopolisi. tomi I. Tb. 1981. tomi II. Tb. 1987 da a. S. parmen zaqaraias 

redaqtorobiT; p. zaqaraia, T. kapanaZe. cixegoji-arqeopolisi-noqalaqevi. xuroTmoZRvreba. 
Tb. 1991. gv. 7 da Smd. arqeopolisis arqeologiuri Seswavla dResac grZeldeba 
(xelmZRvaneli d. lomitaSvili). 

6 П. П. Закарая. Архитектура античных городов Грузии. Архитектурное наследство 37. М. 1990. gv. 22; 
misive, naqalaqari cixe-goji-noqalaqevi. `qalaqebi da saqalaqo cxovreba Zvel 
saqarTveloSi~. I samecniero konferenciis moxsenebaTa mokle Sinaarsebi. Tb. 1999. gv. 5 da 
Smd. 
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xolo varcixis arqeologiurad dadgenili teritoria ki mxolod 2,3 ha-a 

(sur. 3.). `udidesiT~ gansazRvruli es ori punqti, Tanabari `uflebebiT~ 

rogor unda moxvedriliyo iustinianes `novelebSi~? 

ekTezisebis mixedviT, rodopolisSi fasisis metropoliaSi Semavali 

erT-erTi saepiskoposo centri arsebobda sam sxva saepiskopososTan erTad 

da gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom fasisis mitropolitis pirvelmosaydre 

(πρωτόθρονος), swored rodopolisis episkoposi unda yofiliyo.7 basili 

sofeneli fasidis (fasisis) metropoliaSi Semaval saepiskoposoebs Semdegi 

rigiT gvawvdis:  ,, ͗ Επαϱxία Λαʒιkῆς, ὁ Φάσιδος, ὁ ͑ Ροδοπόλεως, ὁ τῆς ͗ Αβισσηνῶν, ὁ Πετϱῶν, 

ὁ τῆs Ζeγανέων”8. 

am CamonaTvalSi samecniero sazogadoeba darwmunebuli mxolod 

rodopolisis varcixesTan gaigivebis mimarTaa. nawilobriv gaziarebulia 

`petra~-s (Πετρῶν) cixisZirTan identifikacia.9 abisenonis da Ziganeionis 

(ziRaneioni) mimarT raime myar amosavals maTi lokalizaciisaTvis 

jerjerobiT ver vflobT. 

rodopolisis Sesaxeb prokopi kesarielis erT friad sayuradRebo 

cnobas unda SevexoT da grZeli amonaridic moviyvanoT misi Txzulebidan: 

`dablobSi erTi qalaqi iyo, saxelad rodopolisi, romelic yvelaze 

uwinares xvdeboda gzaze iberiidan kolxeTSi SemosulT; advilmisadgomi 

iyo da ieriSis mitanac sulac ar iyo Zneli. amitom lazebma is amas winaT 

miwasTan gaaswores, radgan eSinodaT sparselTa Semotevisa. sparselebma rom 

es gaiges, maSinve arqeopolisisaken gaemarTnen~10. 

sayuradRebo cnobebia: `...uwinares xvdeboda gzaze iberiidan kolxeTSi 

SemosulT~ da is cnobac aRsaniSnavia, rom qalaqi dablobSi iyo gaSenebuli. 

iberiidan kolxeTSi (lazeTSi) Semodiodnen mxolod Sorapan-skandes 

7 s. yauxCiSvili, `georgika~  IV, nakv. II. gv. 187. 
8 `georgika~  IV, nakv. II. gv. 123. 130; Semdgom abisenonis episkoposis magivrad saisinTa 

episkoposi ixsenieba: gv. 140, 142, an saiaenTa episkoposi. gv. 181. gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom 
saisi dRevandeli caiSi unda iyos. iqve, gv. 188, 189. 

9 mosazrebani petras adgilmdebareobis Sesaxeb ix. `georgika~ II, gv. 34-35; s. janaSia, 
cixe-qalaq petras aSeneba, petras adgilmdebareoba, Sromebi I, Tb. 1949, gv. 29_44; n. 

inaiSvili, petras saეpiskoposo kaTedra, bizantinologia saqarTveloSi. 2. Tb. 2009. gv. 
275_288; petras cixisZirTan gaigivebis mimarT eWvi gamoTqva pr. g. grigoliam da misi 
lokalizacia TurqeTis teritoriaze qalaq xofas siaxloves moaxdina, zRvis kldovan 
sanapirosTan, romelsac adgilobrivi mcxovrebni `petras~ anu kldeebs uwodeben. ix. g. 

grigolia, egris-lazikis samefos saistorio geografiis problemebi. Tb., 1994. gv. 11 da Smd. 
10 `georgika~ II. gv. 186-187. 
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vertikalis gadalaxvis Semdgom, es sasazRvro xazia (sur. 18) da rogorc s. 

yauxCiSvilma damajereblad daasabuTa, im droisaTvis orive simagre lazikis 

kuTvnilebaa.11 rogorc ki rodopolisi moiSala, sparselebi maSinve 

arqeopolisisaken gaemarTnen, radgan Sua gzaze yovelgvari winaaRmdegoba 

moixsna. 

agaTia sqolastikosi gviambobs imas, Tu rogor aiRo rodopolisi 

bizantielTa sardlis, iustines mier, iq gagzavnilma oriaTasma cxenosanma, 

elminzuris meTaurobiT. im dros qalaqi sparselebs epyraT, mermeroes, 

iranelTa sardlis mier iq datovebul garnizons. agaTias TxrobaSi Cans, 

rom rodopolisis mosaxleoba arc Tu mcirea: `mecixovneni raRac SemTxveviT 

qalaqis gareT daexetebodnen sadRac da mcxovrebTa umravlesobac gasuliyo 

zogi sad da zogi sad~.12 

iseTi `qalaqisaTvis~, romlis farTobi mxolod 2,3 ha-s moicavs, 

mcxovreblebis dayofa `umravlesobad~, romelic qalaqgareT gasuliyo da 

nagulisxmev umciresobad, romelic qalaqSi darCeniliyo, cota Seusabamoa. 

agaTia sqolastikosis azriT, am faqtma da gansakuTrebiT ki iman, rom 

sparselebma sagarnizono disciplina daarRvies da qalaqgareT 

daexetebodnen, gauadvila elminzurs misi aReba. amasTanave, man velze 

sparsTa razmebi gaJlita, xolo adgilobrivT - `neba misca kvlav sakuTar 

samSobloSi ecxovraT~.13 `samSobloSi~, (Πατρỉδỉ) - vfiqrob, rom arc es 

termini unda gaCeniliyo istorikosis teqstSi ukiduresad mcire (2,3 ha) 

teritoriisaTvis. 

amas garda, iustine elminzurs 2000 cxenosans aZlevs rodopolisis 

dasapyrobad, im droisaTvis uzarmazar kavalerias, rac gamosadegi iqneboda 

mxolod gaSlili velidan amoziduli da SedarebiT araRrma bunebrivi 

zRudeebiT Semofargluli qalaqis asaRebad. anu iseTi simagris asaRebad, 

romelzec Seteva yoveli mxridan iqneboda SesaZlebeli da ara iseT 

geografiul CixSi agebuli cixisaTvis, rogoric varcixea. sad unda 

gaSliliyo am CixSi es uzarmazari mxedroba? 

gansakuTrebuli yuradReba, albaT, mainc Sorapan-skandes (sur. 9, 

Sorapani; sur. 10, skande) strategiul vertikals unda mivapyroT (sur. 18), 

11 `georgika~ II. gv. 35-36 (SeniSvnebi) 
12 `georgika~ II. gv. 158-159. 
13 `georgika~ II. gv. 158. 
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swored misi gadalaxvis Semdgom ejaxeba sparseTis armia rodopoliss. 

gamodis, rom arsebobda simagreTa mier Sedgenili samkuTxedi, magram sanam 

mas SevexebiT, manamde ramdenime sakiTxi unda ganvixiloT. 

zemoT vaxseneT `geografiuli Cixi~ varcixesTan mimarTebaSi. varcxixe 

aRmosavleTis mimarTulebas odnavadac ver akontrolebs. am mxridan mas 

araviTari bunebrivi TavdacviTi zRude ar gaaCnia da, rac mTavaria, cixidan 

TvalTaxedva aRmosavleTisaken minimaluric ki araa. igi mdinareebis _ 

rionisa da xaniswylis SerTulis samkuTxedSiა wamomarTuli (es dRevandeli 

mdgomareobiT, magram adre, rogorc Cans, yvirila da xaniswyali 

uerTdebodnen erTmaneTs da mokle monakveTis gavlis Semdgom rionSi 

Caedinebodnen. (Sdr. sur. 4 da sur. 5), da Tu masze Seteva aRmosavleTidan 

ganxorcieldeboda, maSin igi mxolod `wyalSi gadavardnili cixe~ iqneboda. 

Tu im azrs davuSvebT, romelic samecniero literaturaSi SefarviTaa 

gadmocemuli varcixis mimarT (romelic, cxadia, rodopolisad moiazreba), 

rom igi SesaZlo fons akontrolebda14 md. rionze, maSin gamogviva, rom cixe 

irans emsaxureboda da fonsac irani akontrolebda (Tu ki foni arsebobda 

rionis am monakveTSi), da ara bizantia-lazeTi. cxadia, aseT SemTxvevaSi, arc 

mermeroes, iranelTa am uniWieres sardalsac, ar dasWirdeboda Zalisxmeva 

mis asaRebad. 

Zneli warmosadgenia is, rom bizantiur saistorio mwerlobas ar 

aReniSna rodopolisis mdinareTa xerTvisSi mdebareoba da Tanac didi 

mdinareebis gzaSesayarze. amis Sesaxeb miniSnebac ki ar gvxvdeba 

TxzulebebSi, arada, mtkiceba namdvilad ar sWirdeba imas, rom Zveli 

samyaros geografosebic da istorikosebic mdinareebs gansakuTrebuli 

gulmodginebiT aRniSnavdnen qalaqTa siaxloves. 

CemTvis savsebiT cxadia, rom varcixis cixe ar gaxlavT rodopolisi, 

magram amasTanave, misi funqcia, rogorc simagrisa, gaurkvevelia. isic 

cxadia, rom misi kedlebi da mis Sida farTobSi gamovlenil artefaqtTa 

umravlesoba VI s-s ganekuTvneba,15 dros, roca bizantia-iranis xangrZlivi 

omi mimdinareobda. 

14 v. jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari. gv. 141. 
15 v. jafariZe, vardcixis naqalaqari. gv. 18 da Smd. 
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varcixis adrebizantiuri xanis kedlebi 8 m-is simaRlemde SemogvrCa 

(sur. 11-14). igi nagebia Sereuli wyobiT (Opus mixtum)16, da es faqti 

winaaRmdegobaSi modis bizantiur saistorio mwerlobasTan, radgan, rogorc 

zemoT aRiniSna, prokopi kesarielis mixedviT: `lazebma is (rodopolisi - g. 

y.) miwasTan gaaswores, radgan eSinodaT sparselTa Semosevisa~.17 

friad radikaluri qmedebaa da Tu marTlac es ase iyo, maSin swored 

sasimagro kedlebi unda gaesworebinaT lazebs miwasTan, raTa masSi 

sparselebi ar gamagrebuliyvnen. arada, rogorc aRvniSne, varcixis 

adrebizantiuri xanis kedlebi did simaRlezea SemorCenili. isic cxadia, 

albaT, rom aseT SemTxvevaSi kedlebis gegmazomier rRvevasTan gveqneboda 

saqme, raTa amis Sedegad miRebuli mzamzareuli samSeneblo masala sxvagan 

yofiliyo gamoyenebuli. 

toponimi `varcixe~ rogor unda qceuliyo `vardis-cixe~ - `vardcixis~ 

gamartivebul formad? `vardi~ araerT qarTul toponims udevs safuZvlad: 

vardisWala, vardissofeli, vardisubani18, an vardigora19, magram amaTgan ar 

migviRia: `varWala~, `varsofeli~, `varubani~ da arc `vargora~. `vardcixe~ 

TavisTavad enobrivad uxerxuli formaa, Tu ara SeuZlebelic. amas garda, 

javaxeTSi dadasturebulia uzarmazari nasoflari `vardiscixe~, romelic n. 

berZeniSvilma 1933 wels moixila20, da mas aravin uwodebda `vardcixes~ da 

arc `varcixes~. batoniSvil vaxuStis mainc unda hqondes dadasturebuli 

forma - `vardcixe~, magram masTanac xaniswyal-rionis xerTvisSi aRmarTuli 

cixe `varcixea~.21 maSin sad gvaqvs dafiqsirebuli `arqauli~, `vard~ fuZiT 

formirebuli toponimi am qalaqisa Tu cixisa? gamodis, rom arsad. `varcixe~ 

unda iyos romelime didi simagris, an warCinebulis rezidenciis 

derivatuli gamoxatuleba. mag. `me var cixe~, an raime amis msgavsi da es 

16 kedlis amdagvari wyobis Sesaxeb ix. J. Durm, Die Baukunst de Etrusker. Die Baukunst der Römer, 
Stuttugardt. 1905. gv. 288_220. 

17 `georgika~ II. gv. 186-187. 
18 ix. ioane bagrationi. qarTl-kaxeTis aRwera. teqsti gamosacemad moamzades, gamokvleva 

da saZieblebi daurTes T. enuqiZem da g. bedoSvilma. Tb. 1986. `vardis-sofeli~ gv. 45: 
`vardisubani~ _ gv. 34, 48, 49, 52; `vardisWala~ _ gv. 51. 

19 `vardigora~ _ Terjolis raionis sofeli. ix. j. kekelia, T. cxakaia, m. xabaziSvili. 
saqarTvelos teritoria da dasaxlebuli punqtebi (kartometriuli analizi). Tb. 2004. gv. 56. 

20 n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. wigni I. istoriuli geografia. Tb. 
1964. gv. 165. 

21 batoniSvili vaxuSti. aRwera samefosa saqarTveloisa. `qarTlis cxovreba~. IV. teqsti 
dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. yauxCiSvilis mier. Tb. 1973. gv. 751. 
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toponimi ramdenadme proklamaciurobis elementebsac Seicavs. cxadia, ara 

iseT mZlavrs, rogoricaa mag. `modi da mnaxe~ - `moidinaxe~-d, `modinaxe-

modimnaxe-d~ gaformebuli. an SesaZloa igi `sadgoms~ aRniSnavdes da 

Seesatyvisebodes. ar gamoiricxeba, me mgoni, isic, rom es cixe odesRac, 

rionis marjvena sanapiroze, varcixisagan 4 km-is daSorebiT dafuZnebuli 

viRac patrikiosis (punqts patrikeTi ewodeba) sazafxulo rezidencia 

yofiliyo.22 

varcixis, TiTqmis Tavdapirvel simaRlemde SemorCenili kedlebiT 

mozRudul teritorias imereTis mefe solomon I-ic ver uZebnis strategiul-

taqtikur funqcias. arada imdroindeli imereTis samefos usafrTxoebas 

mTlianad cixeebis arseboba-ararseboba ganapirobebda. doqtor 

giuldenStedtis mixedviT mefem gadawyvita _ `aq aaSenos rezidencia, radgan 

es midamo kargia saTevzaod, sanadirod da xans kargi wyali aqvs~.23 

`varcixe~ arc Turqebs ainteresebT da mas arc imereTis mefe arRvevs. 

man xom daarRvia quTaisis, baRdaTisa da sxva cixeebi, raTa iq kvlav Turqebi 

ar gamagrebuliyvnen mas mere, rac isini general totlebenTan erTad 

daipyro.24 

rodopoliss somxuri `geografia~ - `aSxaracuici~-c (VII s) asaxelebs 

friad saintereso konteqstiT: `(kolxidaSi - g. y.), arsebobs 5 qalaqi: 

ziganeioni, kota, rodopolisi, aTina da rizini da sxva mravalricxovani 

emporionebi, swored zRvispira qalaquri dasaxlebebi, romelsac miekuTvneba 

trapizoni~25. somxur geografias qalaqTa rangSi mxolod didi urbanuli 

warmonaqmnebi aqvs dasaxelebuli. danarCenebs didsa (mag. trapizons), Tu 

mcires, aucilebeli savaWro urTierTobebiT ganpirobebulad miiCnevs. 

Cveni drois mkvlevarTagan erTaderTi sargis kakabaZe gaxldaT, 

romelic eWviT uyurebda rodopolisis varcixesTan gaigivebas. rodopoliss 

22 patrikeTis Sesaxeb ix. v. jafariZe, egrisis materialuri kultura ax. w. I_VII ss. 
(arqeologiuri masalebis mixedviT). avtoreferati istoriis mecnierebaTa doqtoris 
samecnieri xarisxis mosapoveblad. Tb. 1999. gv. 39_41. 

23 giuldenStedtis mogzauroba saqarTveloSi. tomi pirveli. germanuli teqsti qarTuli 
TargmaniTurT gamosca da gamokvleva daurTo g. gelaSvilma. Tb. 1962. gv. 163. 

24 g. gelaSvili, wignSi _ giuldenStedtis mogzauroba saqarTveloSi. tomi pirveli. gv. 
080; de grai de fuas cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. frangulidan Targmna, Sesavali, 
SeniSvnebi da saZieblebi daurTo jumber odiSelma. Tbilisi. 1985. gv. 58. 

25 Г. В. Цулая, Описание Колхиды и сведение об армянской `географий~ VII века. Ономастика Кавказа. 
Орджоникидзе. 1980. gv. 77. 
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igi dimSi moiazrebda26. SesaZloa, mas varcixis geografiis taqtikur 

SesaZleblobaSi eWvi epareboda, magram Tvlida, rom farnavazis cxovrebis 

avtori mas (rodopoliss), vardis svanuri SesatyvisiT `dimna~-Ti 

aRniSnavda,27 am mosazrebis gaziareba cota ar iyos Wirs, mravali mizezis 

gamo. sxva Tu araferi, rodopolisi dablobSi gaSenebuli qalaqia, xolo 

farnavaziseuli dimna karga xania rac mdinareebis xaniswylisa da sakraulas 

SerTulTan, mTaze wamomarTul simagresTanaa lokalizebuli, sofel zeda 

dimis siaxloves.28 

oriode sityviT unda SevexoT sagzao rukas, romelic Tabula Peutingeriana-s 

(`pevtingeris tabula~) saxeliT moixsenieba. mas kastoriusis rukasac 

uwodeben. msgavsi naSromebi ax.w. II s-dan Cndeba romSi. am dros misi 

gansakuTrebuli yuradReba aRmosavleTisakenaa mimarTuli. ruka (sur. 15) 1501 

wels aRmoCnda erT-erT sacavSi da igi mkvlevar pevtingers gadaeca da 

miuxedavad imisa, rom mas igi ar Seuswavlia, rukas mainc misi saxeli 

daerqva. amJamad dadgenilia, rom ruka IV s-is meore naxevris romaeli 

geografosis kastoriusis mieraa Sedgenili.29 masze rodopolisis xsenebac 

araa, magram mis erT-erT monakveTSi aRniSnulia sadguri `Ad fontem felicem~ 

(sur. 16. zeda marcxena kuTxe, sebastopolisis qvemoT da marjvniv), rac 

iTargmneba, rogorc sadguri `bednier wyarosTan~ an `keTil wyarosTan~. amis 

Semdeg gza pirdapir sebastopolisisaken miemarTeba. ai, es `Ad fontem felicem~ 

jer i. manandianma da Semdgom s. eremianma varcixed, damkvidrebuli azris 

mixedviT rodopolisad, miiCnies.30 

kastoriusis rukis gviandel koreqtors ravenel anonims (VII s) 

aRniSnuli aqvs kidev erTi punqti `Ermu~, romelic pevtingeris tabulaze ar 

moiZieba. es punqti e. eremianma `sairmed~ miiCnia da radgan zekaris 

26 s. kakabaZe. qarTuli saxelmwifoebriobis genezisis sakiTxebi. `saistorio moambe~. I. 
tfilisi. 1924. gv. 73. 

27 s. kakabaZe, saistorio Ziebani, saxelmwifo gamomcemloba. 1924. gv. 130-131. 
28 n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. VIII. 1975. gv. 468_470; v. jafariZe. 

dimi-dimna, Zeglis megobari. #3(110). Tb. 2000. gv. 3-6. 
29 dawvrilebiT ix. n. lomოuri. Zveli saqarTvelos savaWro gzebis sakiTxisaTvis. 

Sromebi. tomi IV. nakv. I. iv. javaxiSvilis saxelobis istoriis instituti. Tb. 1958. gv. 99 da 

Smd; А. В. Постников. Развитие картографии и вопросы использования старых карт. М. 1985. gv. 48-49; А. Б. 
Дитмар. От Птолемея до Колумба. М. 1989. gv. 52 da Smd. 

30 Я. А. Манандян. Главные пути Армении по Пеитенгеровои карте. Ереван; 1936. (somxur enaze). gv. 134; 
i. manandianis monografias vuTiTeb. n. lomouris dasax. naSromisa da s. eremianis mixedviT. 

ix. С. Т. Еремян. Торговые пути Закавказьия в эпоху Сасанидов по Tabula Peutingeriana. Вестник древнеи 
истории. М. 1939. 1(6). gv. 93. 
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uReltexiliT samcxedan erT-erTi savaWro gza xaniswylis xeobiT, misi 

marcxena sanapiroTi miemarTeboda lazeTisaken, `Ermu~-sairmis Semdgom 

sebastopolisadme sadguri cxadia, unda arsebuliyo. gamoricxuli aseTi 

rekonstruqcia namdvilad araa, magram xaniswyals dayolili xalxi dimnas 

ver ascdeboda da xom ar SeiZleba is yofiliyo `Ad fontem felicem~. garda 

amisa, bizantiuri saistorio mwerloba rodopoliss `udides da Zvel~ 

qalaqad moixseniebs da kastoriusis rukaze igi `Ad fontem felicem~, qalaqis 

Sesabamisi simboloTi ar aRiniSneba.31 amdenad `Ad fontem felicem~ Tu araa 

Zveli simagre dimna (mainc Zneli dasaSvebia aseTi varaudi, radgan zustad 

ar viciT, Tu ra teritorias akontrolebda dimna. misi samxedro 

SesaZleblobebi wvdeboda Tu ara xaniswylis marcxena sanapiros, igi xom 

xaniswyal-sakraulas xerTvisis marjvena sanapirozea lokalizebuli), maSin 

is swored varcixis cixea da ara rodopolisi. igi zustad xaniswylis 

marcxena sanapirozea agebuli swored savaWro gzis erT-erTi monakveTis 

bolos. 

garkveul interess rusuli, 1892 wels Sedgenili rukac aRZravs32, sadac 

mocemulia yvirila-xaniswylis ormdinareTis dacemuli vake, saxelwodebiT 

`ulevela~ (sur. 17), anu dausrulebeli33, rac grZeli gzis saxelwodebac 

SeiZleba rom iyos34 da didi mindvrisac35. 

zemo imereTSi mxolოd erTi dablobi gvaqvs - yvirala-xaniswylis 

ormdinareTi. igi zRvis donidan 117 m-s ar aRemateba, da Tu gadailaxeboda 

Sorapan-skandes vertikali, ZiriTadad misi samxreTi punqti Sorapani (ix. 

suraTebi: 6, 7, 8, 9), Zalauneburad swored aq aRmoCndeboda momxduri. isic 

unda aRiniSnos, rom am dablobTan mimarTebaSic ki varcixe ususurad 

31 pevtingeris tabula uxvad flobs simboloTa kompleqss. roms, konstantinepolsa da 
antioqias rukis avtori rTuli Sedgenilobis vinetiT asaxavs. ramdenime koSkiT asaxulia 
romis imperiis ZiriTadi cixe-qalaqebi. ori koSkiT flankirebuli karibWiT dedaqalaqebi 
qveynebisa Tu provinciebisa. orkoSkiani emblemiT rukaze qalaqebia naCvenebi, xolo 
sadgurebi mxolod gzaTa texilebiT. ix. n. lomouri. Zveli saqarTvelos... gv. 101; swored 
texiliTaa naCvenebi sadguri `Ad fontem felicem~. 

32 5 Верстная карта Кавказа съ прилежащими частями Турции и Персiи. М. 1892. 60 вер. (ruka daculia 
saq. parlamentis erovnuli biblioTekis kartografiis departamentSi). 

33  z. sarjvelaZe. Zveli qarTuli enis leqsikoni. Tb. 1995. gv. 204. 
34 ulevela ewodeba samcxedan imereTSi, vanis (Zveli suriumis) qveyanaSi momavali erT-

erTi gzis monakveTsac, mTa mefiswyarodan mTa sakondaxemde. T. beraZem es saxeli SecdomiT 
erT-erT mTas miakuTvna. ix. T. beraZe, vanis raionis istoriuli geografiidan. krebuli vani. 
III. Tb. 1997. gv. 302, 

35 n. SaraSeniZe. saCinouri qarTuli. Tb. 2008. gv. 302. 
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gamoiyureba, radgan misi fuZis done 37 m-T naklebia yvirala xaniswylis 

ormdinareTTan SedarebiT. varcixis fuZe zRvis donidan 80 m-ze Zevs.36 (ix. 

sur. 36) 

saerTo istoriul WrilSi erTi sakiTxi yuradRebas namdvilad 

imsaxurebs da mas mokle CanarTis saxiT unda SevexoT. sakiTxi cixe-qalaq 

dimnas ukavSirdeba. leonti mrovelis Txzulebis mixedviT, forpostebs, 

Sorapansa da dimnas farnavazi agebs: `da amave farnavaz aRaSena orni cixeni, 

Sorapani da dimna~37. am mefis logika savsebiT gasagebia. man am qmedebiT 

iberiis sazRvrebi win waswia, forpostebi mdinareTa xerTvisebSi `SeWeda~ da 

maT Tavisufali gzebi dautova aRmosavleTisa da samxreT-aRmosavleTis 

mxareebidan, e. i. is misasvlelebi datova, romlebsac mxolod is 

akontrolebda. am ZalisxmeviT gaizarda iberiis sazRvrebi da Semdgomac, 

Seudareblad gvianac, sazRvris amosavali punqti iberia-lazikasa da qarTl-

imereTs Sorisac, Sorapan-sarapanisia. 

es e. w. `mcocavi sazRvris~ taqtikaa da farnavazi ar eZebs `solisebur~ 

gzebs kolxeTSi SesaRwevad, danarCeni diplomatias unda gadaewyvita da 

gadawyvita kidevac: `maSin farnavaz misca daÁ TÂsi ovsTa mefesa colad, da 

meore daÁ TÂsi misca qujis colad. da misca qujis queyana egris wyalsa da 

rions Sua, zRÂTagan mTamde, romlis Sina ars egrisi da suaneTi, da 

daamtkica igi erisTavad mun. da man quji aRaSena cixe-goji~38. arada, 

`queyana egris wyalsa da rions Sua~ isedac qujis memkvidreobiTi 

mflobeloba iyo. 

bizantia-sparseTis omis dros `dimna~ ar figurirebs, da es asec unda 

yofiliyo, radgan Semtevi mxare irani, pirdapir gzebs eZebs Sida kolxeT-

lazeTisaken da poulobs maT, xolo samxreTiT morCenili dimna mas ar 

ainteresebs da igi romaelTa yuradRebis miRmac rCeba, radgan iranis armia 

mas ar utevs. 

is samxedro-politikuri programa, romlis erT-erTi ZiriTadi punqti 

farnavazisaTvis dimna iyo, aRar Seesabameba sruliad sxva taqtikas: qveynis 

36 j. kekelia, T. cxakaia, m. xabaziSvili. saqarTvelos teritoria. gv. 57. 
 
37 leonti mroveli. cxovreba qarTvelTa mefeTa, `qarTlis cxovreba~. teqsti dadgenili 

yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. yauxCiSvilis mier. tomi I. Tb. 1955. gv. 24. 
38 leonti mroveli. cxovreba qarTvelTa mefeTa, gv. 24. 
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siRrmeebSi cixeebisa da qalaqebis elvisebur pyrobas. aqve unda iTqvas isic, 

rom iranelTa am taqtikas bizantia-lazeTmac auRo alRo da winaswar 

urRvevs maT fexismosakidebel simagreebs da maT Sorisaa rodopolisic. 

iranelebi arafers ar arRveven, maT swored bazebi esaWiroebaT, - 

gadamanawilebeli punqtebi SetevebisaTvis, komunikaciebisaTvis. 

s. kakabaZis is varaudi, rom rodopolisi dimnaa, bizantia-iranis omis 

logikiTac miuRebelia. dimna samxreTSia motovebuli, yvirila-xaniswylis 

ormdinareTis samxedro trasaze mas araviTari gavlenis moxdena ar SeuZlia. 

rodopolisi rogorc ki daiSala, bizantia-lazeTis saomari taqtikiT, 

mermeroe maSinve arqeopolisisaken gaemarTa, radgan simagre, romelic 

pirveli winaRobis gadalaxvis Semdgom xvdeboda mas gzaze, aRar iyo. 

lazebma samSeneblo masalebi gazides da misiT an axali simagre warmoqmnes, 

anda, Zveli gaamagres. Tu sad, amis pasuxi kvlevis am safexurze ar arsebobs. 

geologiurad yvirila-xaniswylis ormdinareTis umetesi nawili 

xasiaTdeba, rogorc meoTxeuli danaleqebi, Tixovani Sreebi39, es Waobia da 

aqve minda gavixsenoT antikuri qalaqwarmoqmnis ZiriTadi principi - qalaqis 

zRudis saZirkveli unda daefuZnos kldovan qans40. amiT srulebiT ar minda 

vamtkico, rom qalaqebi mxolod kldovan qanebze Sendeboda, magram `qveynis~ 

garemoSi upiratesoba swored kldovan masivs eniWeboda saqalaqo 

ganaSenianebisaTvis, Tu cxadia is garkveul arealSi arsebobda41. varcixe 

wamomarTulia im geologiur Sreze, romelic xasiaTdeba, rogorc 

meoTxeuli danaleqebi, anu iseTsaveze, rogoricaa geologiurad xaniswyal-

yvirilis ormdinareTi (sur. 19). 

39 Атлас грузинской ССР. Тб-М. 1964. карта 17-18. 
40 Филон Византийский. О фортификации. wignSi: Архитектура античного Мира. М. 1940. gv. 47; 

Витрувий, Десять книг об архитектуре, пер. Ф. А. Петровского. М. 1936. gv. 32. 
41 magaliTisaTvis vanis naqalaqard wodebuli teritoria da misi maxlobeli farTobi 

minda moviyvano. misi arqeologiurad Seswavlili kldovani (Cr2, kirqvebi, qviSaqvebi, 
vulkanuri warmonaqmnebi) qanobi ganaSenianebulia samarxuli da sakulto nagebobebiT 
(taZari, kldovani samarxebi, sakurTxevlebi, ceremonialuri baqnebi). maT gars uvlida 
sasimagro sistema yvela Tavisi atributiT. ganaSenianebis sazRvrebi aRar vrceldeba im 
mezobel CrdiloeTis borcvze, romelzec axla vanis arqeologiuri muzeumia wamomarTuli, 
radgan misi qani sulac araa kldovani, igi konglomeratebisaganaa Sedgenili, fxvieri, 

Sladi masivisagan (N2\1-Sua. mioceni Tixebi, konglomeratebi _ Атлас... карта 17-18). es borcvi 
antikuri samyaros yuradRebis miRma darCa. 

 13 

                         



miCneulia, rom qalaqis saxelwodeba `rodopolisi~ qarTuli `vard-

cixe~-s berZnul enaze Targmnis Sedegia.42 es zemoTac aRiniSna, magram 

`vardi~ qarTulSi xom saSualo sparsuli formis anasaxia43 da maSin Zneli 

gasagebi xdeba, Tu ratom iwodeba bizantielTa mier qalaqi rogorc 

`Zveli~44. Tu odesme es forma `vardis-cixe~ aq, am qalaqis mimarT arsebobda 

kidevac, is bizantielebisaTvis `Zveli~ ver iqneboda. es sakiTxi, rogorc 

Cans, n. berZeniSvilsac afiqrebda.45 

yvirila-xaniswylis ormdinareTi ZiriTadad Waobia. erTaderTi 

monakveTia aqedan amoziduli, rkaliseburi moyvanilobis kldovani qani, 

romelic xasiaTdeba rogorc `maikopis wyeba~ (pg3+N1\1)46, romelzec sofeli 

rodonauli-rodinauli-rodiaulia ganfenili Tavisi ubnebiT (sur. 19, 21, 22). 

am sofliT mesame kuTxe isaxeba da tolgverda samkuTxeds vRebulobT, 

romlis or danarCen kuTxes Sorapan-sarapanisisa da skandes strategiuli 

punqtebi qmnis (sur. 20). kidev erTxel gavixsenoT, rom rodopolisi is 

qalaqia, romelic skande-Sorapnis xazis gadakveTis Semdgom pirveli 

egebeboda momxdurs da lazebis mier misi demontaJis Semdgom, iranelTa 

sardali pirdapir arqeopolisisaken miemarTeba. 

am gzaze, dablobze, ormdinareTSi anu `ulevelaze~, rogor unda gaewia 

winaaRmdegoba mtrisaTvis varcixis cixes, romelic oრive mdinaris, 

yvirilisa da xaniswylis gadaRmaa? (sur. 20). 

friad sayuradRebo mgonia is faqti, rom yvirila-xniswylis 

ormdinareTis centrSi amozidul kldovan mruds didi sizustiT emTxveva 

masze dafenili soflis, rodinaulis ganaSenianeba. misi arc erTi ubani ar 

scildeba kldovani masivis konturs (ix. sur. 19, 21, 22), rac TavisTavad 

42 s. yauxCiSvili, `georgika~ II. gv. 34. SeniSvna 1 da sxv.; misive: bizantiuri epoqis cixe-
simagreebi lazeTSi. georgika III. gv. 309. 

43 mz. andronikaSvili, narkvevebi iranul-qarTuli enobrivi urTierTobebidan. Tb. 1966. gv. 
104, 163_165. 

44 georgika, tomi II. gv. 35-36 
45 `arqeopolisi~ araerT sakiTxs svams, jer TviT saxelis Sesaxeb, safiqrebelia, rom es 

berZnuli saxeli megruli saxelis Targmania iseve rogorc, magaliTad, vardcixe, 
`rodopolis~ (Tumca araa gamoricxuli, rom vardcixe Sedgebodes ara vardisa da cixisagan, 
aramed vard(Ta) Tu vard(T) satomo saxelisagan: vardTcixe _ varcixe... da saxelis araswori 
etimologiis Sedegad Targmnes igi rodopolisad. winaaRmdeg SemTxvevaSi `vardis~ 
sparsulidan megrulSo Semosvlis metismetad adre xana Cans...~ ix. n. berZeniSvili, 
saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi (masalebi saqarvelos istoriuli geografiisaTvis) meore 
gamocema. Tb. 1990. gv. 511-512. 

46 Атлас... карта 17-18. 
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gvafiqrebinebs imas, rom es sofeli Tavisi gegmarebis mxriv urbanuli 

warmonaqmnis memkvidrea. es azri kidev ufro Zlierdeba, Tu soflis quCaTa 

qsels davakvirdebiT (sur. 27) da zedmeti ar iqneba, albaT, Tu Sesadareblad 

orontis antioqiis dagegmarebis sistemas movixmobT47 (sur. 28). orive 

SemTxvevaSi saxeze gvaqvs centraluri grZivi RerZi-quCa, romlidanac 

ganitoteba qalaqis kvartlebi, anu warmoiqmneba saqalaqo ganaSenianebis 

`bade~. 

Tanamedrove GPS-is monacemebiT sofeli rodinauli zRvis donidan 149 

m-ze Zevs. misi dasavleTis ubani, cxenTaro, amave monacemebiT 138 m-zea 

ganfenili, xolo aRmosavleTis dominanturi nawili, svetmaRali 190 m-is 

simaRleze.48 

dasaxlebis mTliani farTobi da, Sesabamisad, kldovani masivi 

daaxloebiT 30 ha-s moicavs. 

`rodinauli~, rogorc toponimi, interess TavisTavad aRZravs: `ροδον~ - 

vardia berZnulad da amasTanave qarTul enaSi adreve Cans Semosuli, Tu 

damkvidrebuli ara. mas sulxan-sabac ganmartavs: rodi - (xe) vardi48. 

rodinaulis centrSi aRmarTul taZars ajameT-rodinaulis macxovris 

eklesia ewodeba. igi me-19 saukunisaa da raWasa da imereTSi moRvawe berZeni 

ostatebis naxelavia (sur. 26, 29). 2001 wels igi safuZvlianad ganuaxlebiaT. 

kvleviT interess is naklebad Seicavs, magram sayuradRebo misi garemoa - 

gaSlili Txemi didi TvalsawieriT (sur. 24, 25, 30, 36). es teritoria Tavisi 

TvisebebiT savsebiT Seesabameba saepiskoposo centrs, anu im kaTedras, 

romelic ekTezisebSi ixsenieba da romelic fasisis metropoliaSi Sedioda. 

taZris teritoria, romelic sasaflaodaa aTvisebuli 2,5 ha-s moicavs da 

mas galavani artyia. axla misi ganaxleba mimdinareobs Zveli galavnis 

naSTebis gaqrobis xarjze (sur. 29). Zveli galavnidan rac SemorCa dRemde, 

did yuradRebas imsaxurebs: esaa kirqvis nagleji qvebiT nagebi kedeli, 

SemakavSireblad kirxsnari dasturdeba. kedlis perimetri garkveuli 

47 Т. Н. Козына. Некоторые вопросы градостроительства эллинизма. wignSi: Вопросы всеобщей истории 
архитектуры. Сб. №1. М. 1961. gv. 46. sur 25 (В). 

48 Sdr j. kekelia, T. cxakaia m. xabaziSvili. saqarTvelos teritoria. simaRleebi zRvis 
donidan: rodinauli 120 m-i; cxenTaro da svetmaRali 130m. Sesabamisad gv. 114; gv. 158; gv 122. 

49 sulxan-saba orbeliani. Txzulebani. t. IV(2). Tb. 1966. gv. 14; sulxan-saba orbeliani am 
SemTxvevaSi ar urTavs Tavis ganmartebas iseT SeniSvnas, romelic mis teqstebs axasiaTebs: 
rom es sxvaTa enaa; mag. `TuTi (frin.) sxvaTa enaa, qarTulad zorayi hqvian~ da sxva mravali. 
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SualedebiT kontrforsebsac Seicavda, rogorc Sida, aseve gare mxridan da 

erTmaneTis mopirdapired (sur. 31-33). isini sagangebod damuSavebuli 

qvaTlilebiTaa Sedgenili. TviT wyobis xasiaTi Zalian hgavs adrebizantiuri 

stils49, xolo kedlis gegmareba (SualedebiT urTierTmopirdapire 

kontrforsebi) gvianantikuri xanis sasimagro kedlebis anasaxia~50. 

es zRude (kedeli) namdvilad araa me-19 saukunis berZeni ostatebis 

naxelavi da mas verc zogadad Suasaukuneebs mivakuTvnebT. igi gacilebiT 

ufro adreuli drois gamoxatulebaa, magram arqeologiuri konteqstis 

gareSe mis dakonkretebul TariRze raimes Tqma SeuZlebelia. amasTanave es 

zRude ar gaxlavT sasimagro kedeli, misi sisqe mxolod 52 sm-ia (sur. 33). 

igi mxolod miniSnebaa `temenosze~, wminda adgilze da misdami krZalvis 

gamoxatulebaa. 

rodinaulsa da mis amaRlebul, aRmosavleTis ubans, svetmaRals 

(TavisTavad saintereso toponimia da igi savsebiT SesaZloa, rom 

akropolisis aRmniSvneli iyos. gavixsenoT, rom soflis es, aRmosavleTis 

ukiduresi ubani 21 m-iT maRla Zevs soflis ZiriTad dasaxlebasTan 

SedarebiT), aRmosavleTidan md. luxuta uvlis (sur. 34), samxreTidan da 

samxreT-aRmosavleTidan md. Rraknali. es ukanaskneli yofs mas, rodinauls, 

dasavleT uban - cxenTarosagan. TviT cxenTaros ki dasavleTidan md. ruSava 

sazRvravs. 

es xeobebi, ra Tqma unda, bunebrivi winaRobebia, magram ara im 

simZlavris, rom qalaqs didxans gaeZlo iranelTa SemotevebisaTvis. amitomac 

arRveven mas lazebi, da am gziT isini  iranelebs uSlian dasayrdens. 

is sami punqti, romelic zemoT vaxseneT, tolgverda samkuTxeds qmnis 

kuTxeebiT: Sorapani-skande-rodinauli (sur. 20). Sorapnidan skandemde 

pirdapiri xaziT 21 km-ia; skandedan rodinaul-rodopolisamde 20 km-i, 

rodinaulidan Sorapnamde, aseve 20 km-i. im gzebiT ki, romlebiTac axla 

ukavSirdeba erTmaneTs es punqtebi saSualod 25,5 km-ia. dRevandeli sasoflo 

gzebi xom umetes SemTxvevaSi Zvel gzebs emTxveva. 25,5 km ki zustad 17 

50 Iv. Venedikov. La datation des Remparts Romano-Byzantins de Nesse’bre. Nessebre. I. Sofia. 1969. gv. 127. sur. 
118. D,E. 
51 ix. Г. Б. Федоров, Л. Л. Полевой. Археология Румынии. М.  1973. gv. 156. 
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romauli milis51 toli monakveTia. es, ubralod, SemTxveviTobadac SeiZleba 

CaiTvalos, magram, rogorc Cans, igi sistemis mxolod erTi samkuTxedia. mas 

ganviTareba unda hqonoda lazikis im qalaqTa saxiT, romlebic wyaroebSi 

ixsenieba. aseTive samkuTxeds qmnis rodopolis-rodinauli-skandes fuZe, 

wveriT oxomirasaken (sur. 35), rac mravali niSnis gamo, simagre uqimerioni 

unda iyos.52 

manZili rodopolis (rodinauli) oxomiras (uqimerionis) Soris 

pirdapiri xaziT, aseve 20 km-ia, gzebiT 25,5 km. da igive ganzomilebas Seicavs 

skande-oxomiras (uqimerioni) Soris manZilic (sur. 36). 

damerwmunebiT, albaT, rom `damTxvevebi~ aq Zalian bevria, da, albaT, 

isic unda warmovidginoT, rom am samkuTxedebis saxiT saqme bizantiur 

samxedro triangulaciis safuZvelTan gvaqvs da vfiqrob, rom es sistema 

momavalSi lazeTis sxva, araerTi qalaqis lokalizaciaSi dagvexmareba. 

am sistemidan mTlianad amovardnili Cans Zveli, farnavaziseuli 

Sorapan-dimnas horizontaluri xazi, magram amave dros am mimarTulebis 

gacnobiereba mravalmxirv interess aRZravs: xom ar grZeldeboda es 

energiuli xazi (sur. 35) dimnadan dasavleTiT, TviT suriumis qveynis 

CaTvliT da xom ar Camoacila farnavazma qujis mTeli mTiani kolxeTi. 

varcixes ara aqvs da arc SeiZleba hqonoda `qveyana~, masze 

daqvemdebarebuli `qve miwa~.53 es misi geografiuli `bediTaa~ ganpirobebuli, 

gansxvavebiT rodinaulisagan, romelic Cven eWvgareSed da ualternativod 

rodopolisad migvaCnia da romlis Tvalsawieri did `qve-miwa~-s flobs (ix. 

sur. 24, 25, 30, 36). 

ekTezisebis X b noticiis mixedviT 901-907 wlebis farglebSi, lazikis 

eparqia Tavisi saepiskoposoebiT: rodopolisi, caiSi (saisi), petra, 

ziganeioni (ziganevi) mcxeTis sakaTalikososaken miemarTa. am droidan 

521 romauli mili = 1,4815 km-s ≈ 1,5 km; 4 romauli mili ki erTi farasangis tolia. farasangi 
= 5.926 km-s ≈ 6 km-s 
53 uqimerioni _ `cixe lazikaSi~ _ quTaisis maxloblad ki aris erTi metad magari cixe, 
saxelad uqimerioni~. prokopi kesarieli _ georgika 2. gv. 196. gv. 203. SeniSvna 2 _ 
uqimerionis lokalizaciis sakiTxi (s. yauxCiSvili). oxomirasTan uqemerionis gaigivebis 
Sesaxeb ix. Brosset, M. Additions et échaircissements a l’histoire la Géorgie. Adition IV. St-Pétersburg. 1851. gv. 102. 
sqolio 3. qveTavi Oukhimérium; n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. Tb. 1990. gv. 
520; ix. agreTve, g. burjanZis moxsenebis angariSi, `oximira-uqemerioni~ (moxsenebis teqsti 
inaxeba ilias sax. universitetis paleourbanistuli kvlevebis ganyofilebaSi). 
 54 n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. gv. 446. 
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fasisis metropolia aRar imarTeboda konstantinepolis patriarqis mier. 

lazikis eparqiis saxeli axladdaarsebul trapezuntis samitropolitos 

miekuTvna da Tavidan igi Svid saepiskoposos uyrida Tavs. fasisis 

metropoliis saepiskoposoebidan masSi arc erTi ar Sesula.54 

sagulisxmo mgonia is faqtic, rom arc rodinauli, da arc misi ubnebi 

gvianSuasaukuneebSi, imereTis arc erTi feodalis sakuTrebaSi araa55. es 

sofeli TiTqos amovardnilia imereTis politikur-ekonomikuri istoriidan. 

isic savaraudoa, rom gvianSuasaukuneebSi igi gaukacrielebuli yofiliyo. 

is, rom rodopolisis saepiskoposo mcxeTis sakaTalikosos kuTvnileba 

gaxda, TavisTavad misadmi krZalvas ganapirobebda, magram 

SuasaukuneebisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli umZimesi kataklizmebis periodSi, 

mcxeTa mis meurveobas namdvilad ver SesZlebda. doqtori giuldenStedti 

icnobs md. luxutas, im mdinares, romelic rodinauls uvlis 

aRmosavleTidan, magram araferi icis am soflis Sesaxeb.56 

sofel rodinaulSi, adgilobriv mosaxleobasTan gasaubrebis Semdgom 

SevityveT57, rom sofeli TiTqmis Tavidan dasaxlebula me-19 saukuneSi. am 

axali mosaxleobis dakveTa iyo, albaT, Zveli `temenosi~-s adgilze axali 

eklesiis ageba, rac berZen ostatebs miandves. mosaxleobam am soflis 

erTaderT ZirZvel gvarad vardosaniZeebi dagvisaxela. maTi TqmiT, isini 

arasodes moSorebian aqaurobas. es gvari yvelaze mravalricxovani Cans aq. 

amis dasturi soflis sasaflaodanac miviReT da samamulo omisadmi 

miZRvnili memorialidanac. am gvaris rodinaulidan warmomavloba Cemma 

kolegam prof. vladimer vardosaniZemac damidastura. Cemi es CanarTi, 

cxadia, arafers matebs rodopolisis lokalizaciis problemas, magram am 

mimarTulebiT kvlevam SeiZleba zogierT sakiTxs naTeli mohfinos. gvari 

`vardosani~ ar gaxlavT gvarsaxelidan warmoSobili, is arc winapris 

55 s. yauxCiSvili. georgika IV. nakveTi II. gv. 198-199. 

56 ix. o. soselia. narkvevebi feodaluri xanis saqarTvelos socialur-politikuri 
istoriidan. Tb. 1973. gv. 213 _ agiaSvilTa saTavadoSi Semavali soflebi. gv. 156-154 _ 
abaSiZeTa soflebi da a. S. 

57`Cven gavediT xanis marcxena sanapirodan marjvenaze da Semdeg, Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT 
qedis gavliT, soflebis dimis da obCis miwebze yvirilis Senakad luxutamde, sadac 
SevisveneT puris saWmelad~. giuldenStedtis mogzauroba... t. I. gv. 165. 

58 es iyo ilias saxelmwifo universitetis paleourbanistuli eqspediciis msvlelobisas 
(2011 wlis 9_19 marti). masSi monawileobdnen universitetis TanamSromlebi da studentebi: d. 
kandelaki, n. kapanaZe, an. dulariZe, i. demetraSvili, g. burjanaZe, g. nebuliSvili da g. 
yifiani. 
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Tvisebas asaxavs, igi arc profesiidan, arc toponimidan da arc 

mflobelobidan momdinare araa. `vardosani~ Temis aRmniSvnelia, raRac 

garkveuli niSniT gaerTianebulebisa, anu `ordenisa~. iqneb es gvari Seiqmna 

rogorc Zvel rodopoliselTa-vardisqalaqelTa-rodinaulelTa patriotuli 

gamoxatulebis aRmniSvneli. 

qalaqi rodopolisi mdebareobda dRevandel sofel rodinaulis 

adgilze. am soflis teritoria naqalaqaria. am daskvnamde monacemTa 

uerTierTSejerebiT mivediT. sofels SerCa Zveli qalaqis saxeli qarTuli 

saxesxvaobiT. amasTanave isic gvaqvs gacnobierebuli, rom nebismieri 

Teoriuli xasiaTis gansjas praqtikuli dadastureba sWirdeba, magram Tu 

aseTi ram uaxloes momavalSi Znelad gansaxorcielebelia, maSin droebiT 

arsebuli monacemebiT unda davkmayofildeT. 
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suraTebis aRweriloba 

 

1. varcixe, kosmosuri foto 

2. arqeopolisi, gegma (p. zaqarias mixedviT) 

3. varcixe, gegma (v. jafariZis da k. meliTauris mixedviT) 

4. vaxuSti batoniSvilis rukis fragmenti 

5. palasis rukis fragmenti (dasesxebulia g. gelaSvilis gamocemidan: 

giuldenStendis mogzauroba saqarTveloSi II) 

6. Sorapis cixe, gadaRebuli md. Zirulas marjvena sanapirodan. 

7. mdinareebis yvirilasa da Zirulas xerTvisi da cixe Sorapani. kosmosuri 

foto. 

8. Sorapnis cixe, gegma (v. jafariZisa da k. meliTauris mixedviT) 

9. Sorapani, foto kosmosidan 

10. skandes cixe, foto kosmosidan 

11. varcixe, kedeli 

12. varcixe, xedi samxreT-aRmosavleTidan 

13. varcixe, xedi samxreTidan 

14. varcixe, kedlebi (k. meliTauris anazomi) 

15. pevtingeris tabula (fragmenti) 

16. pevtingeris tabula (fragmenti) 

17. 1892 wlis ruka, quTaisis guberniis centraluri zona 

18. Sorapan-skandes strategiuli xazi 

19. saqarTvelos geologiuri rukis fragmenti _ yvirila-xaniswylis 

ormdinareTi 

20. strategiuli samkuTxedi: 1. Sorapani 2. skande 3. rodopolisi (dRevandeli 

rodinauli) 4. dimna 5. varcxie 

21. sofeli rodinauli, orTofoto 

22. sofeli rodinauli. 1:50000-ani rukis fragmenti) 

23. sofel rodinaulis kldovani reliefi, ganakveTi CrdiloeTidan 

samxreTisaken. 1. –dablobi (,,ulevela”) 2. sasaflაo da eklesia 

(,,temenosi”) 3. rodinauli 4. svetmaRali (akropolisi?) 

24. sofel rodinaulis xedi uleveladan 

25. sofel rodinaulis xedi Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan 
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26. ajameT _ rodinaulis macxovris eklesia, xedi Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan 

27. rodinaulis quCaTa qseli 

28. orontis antioqiis quCaTa qseli 

29. ajameT _ rodinaulis macxovris eklesia, xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan 

30. yvirila _ xaniswylis ormdinareTi, xedi ajameT _ rodinaulis 

eklesiidan 

31-32. eklesiis Zveli galavnis fragmentebi 

33. eklesiis Zveli galavnis kedeli. gegma, fasadi 

34. mdinare luxuta 

35. zogierTi strategiuli punqti bizantia-iranis omis msvlelobis dros 

36. grafikuli kartografiuli sqema 

37. sofeli rodinauli. xedi mdinare yvirilas marjvena sanapirodan 
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Byzantine historical literature mentions the city of Rhodopolis ( ͑ Ροδόπολιs) among most 

remarkable cities of Lazeti. According to the well-known Byzantine historian, Procopius Caesariensis 

(VI c.): “still, the most remarkable cities here (in Lazeti – G. K.) are Rhodopolis and Mokhiris”. 

Unfortunately the position of the city of Mokhiris is unknown to us and we have no idea what it 

looked like, though the opinion that Rhodopolis is Vartsike, situated on the left bank of the river 

Rioni, a small fortification of the early Byzantine age towering at the point where today the river 

Khanistkali flows into it, has been established in Georgian scholarly literature for quite a long time 

(pic. 1, 3).  

There is an explanation to the identification of Rhodopolis as Vartsikhe: allegedly, the 

Byzantines (the Greek) translated into their language the local name of “Vard-tsikhe” (meaning castle 

of roses) and that is how the name ,, ͑ Ροδόπολιs “ was formed. Consequently, it also implies that its 

present name “Vartsikhe” was established as a result of disappearance through time of the letter “d”.  

Vartsikhe is a fundamentally explored monument with a whole monograph dedicated to it. The 

author of the monograph identifies the name Vartsikhe as Rhodopolis i.e., as a ‘city of roses’ (vard-

tsikhe). 

However, according to Caesar Justinianus (VI c., the year of 535) “Archaeopolis and 

Rhodopolis are the greatest and the oldest fortresses in Lazeti”.  

This information raises particular interest. The location of Archaeopolis-Tsikhe-Goji – of the 

present-day Nokalakevi -- is well-known and for dozens of years it has been an object of serious 

research for the Georgian National Museum expedition. The only thing raising doubt here is 

Justinianus characteristic – “the greatest”, which can be applied only to Archaeopolis, as its space 

constitutes 20 ha (pic. 2) whereas the archaeologically defined territory of Vartsikhe is only 2.3 

hectares (pic. 3). Does it seem likely that these two points defined as “the greatest” could be found in 

Justinian’s “Novellas” with equal “rights”? 

According to the Ecthesis, in Rhodopolis existed one of the episcopal centres of Phasis 

Metropolis, along with other three episcopates and there is also an idea that the protopresbyter of 

Rhodopolis was probably the protopresbyter (πρωτόθρονος) of the metropolis of Phasis.  Basil 

Sophenel gives us the list of the episcopates constituting the metropolis of Phasidi (Phasis) in the 

following order: : ,, ͗ Επαϱxία Λαʒιkῆς, ὁ Φάσιδος, ὁ ͑ Ροδοπόλεως, ὁ τῆς ͗ Αβισσηνῶν , ὁ Πετϱῶν, ὁ 

τῆs Ζeγανέων”. 

The only thing that the scientific society is confident of -- concerning this list -- is that 

Rhodopolis and Vartsikhe are the same. Identification of “Petra” (Πετρῶν) with Tsikhisdziri is partly 

shared. But we do not yet possess any solid data for the localization of Abisenon and Zighaneyon.  
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We want to refer to one of Procopius Caesariensis rather noteworthy information and bring 

forth a lengthy excerpt from his text: 

“There was a city on the plain called Rhodopolis, which came first on the way of a 

traveller on the way from Iberia to Colchis; it was easy to access and easy to attack. 

Consequently it has recently been destroyed by the Laz as they were afraid of Persian invasion. 

The moment the Persians learned the news they started off to Archaeopolis.  

Most noteworthy are the notes: “...which came first on the way of a traveller on the way 

from Iberia to Colchis” and equally significant is the information that the city was distributed on a 

plain.  It was possible to enter Colchis (Lazeti) from Iberia only passing Shorapani-Skande vertical, 

which is a border line (pic. 18) and as Simon Kaukhchishvili proved convincingly, both fortresses 

belong to Lazika. As soon as Rhodopolis was destroyed, the Persians started to march towards 

Archaeopolis because all the obstacles were removed when they reached the halfway point.            

Agathias Scholasticus narrates how the two thousand cavalry under the leadership of Elminzur, 

sent by the Byzantine commander Justinian, conquered Rhodopolis. In those days Rhodopolis was 

occupied by the Persians, the garrison left there by Mermeroe, the Iranian commander-in-chief. 

According to Agathia’s narrative we can see that the population of Rhodopolis was not small at all: 

“By some chance, the guardians of the city were wandering out of the city walls and moreover, 

most of the inhabitants were walking this way and that way.” 

For a “town” with an area not exceeding 2.3 hectares it would be irrelevant to divide the 

inhabitants into a “majority” who had gone out of town and into a minority who had stayed inside.  In 

Agathias Scholasticus’ opinion, this fact and especially the fact that the Persians violated the garrison 

discipline and were wandering in the countryside outside the fortress made it easy for Elminzur to 

occupy the city. At the same time, he slaughtered Persian cohorts on the field and “allowed the local 

people to live in their homeland”. I think that the historian could not have used the term 

“homeland” (Πατρỉδỉ) in connection with a territory of such an extremely small area (2.3ha). 

In addition, Justinianus gives Elminzur a 2 000 horse cavalry to invade Rhodopolis, a huge 

cavalry for those times, which would be capable of invading a fortress towering from an open field 

and surrounded by only relatively low natural barriers. That is, a fortress that could be attacked from 

all sides and not a fortress constructed in a geographical deadlock, like Vartsikhe. Where could this 

huge cavalry find a place for deployment?  

I think, particular attention should be drawn to Shorapani-Skande (pic. 9, Shorapani; pic. 10, 

Skande) strategic vertical. The Persian army collided with Rhodopolis exactly after passing this 

vertical. Consequently, there must have been a triangle created by these fortresses, but before we refer 

to it, we have to discuss several questions.  
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  We have mentioned above a “geographical deadlock” in connection with Vartsikhe. Vartsikhe 

can by no means control the eastern direction. From this side it has not got any kind of natural 

defensive barriers and, which is most important, there is not even a minimal view eastward from this 

fortress.  It is erected within the triangle made up by the rivers of Rioni and Khanistkali (by present 

condition, but in the past, it seems that the rivers Qvirila and Khanistkali united and after passing a 

short distance, both flowed into the Rioni (comp. pic. 4 and pic. 5), so if any attack was carried out 

from the East, then it would have been just “a fortress fallen into the water”.  

If we accept this idea discreetly conveyed in the scholarly literature in connection with 

Vartsikhe (which is certainly regarded as Rhodopolis) – that it was controlling the possible 

background over the river Rioni, then it will turn out that the fortress served the Iranians and the 

background was controlled by Iran (if there was a background in this section of the Rioni) and not by 

Byzantium – Lazeti. In such a case, it is obvious that Mermeroe, this most talented Iranian 

commander-in-chief would not have to make any special effort to occupy it.  

It is hard to believe that Byzantine historical literature did not mention that Rhodopolis was 

situated in the area between the influxes of the two rivers and moreover, on the junction of these big 

rivers. Although there is not a single indication to it in their writings, it is common truth that ancient 

geographers and historians always marked with special care availability of the rivers flowing in the 

vicinity of towns.  

It is absolutely obvious to me that Vartsikhe fortress is not Rhodopolis, but at the same time, its 

function as of a fortress, remains unclear. It is equally obvious, that its walls and most of the artefacts 

within its area date back to the 6th century, during the long war between Byzantium and Iran.  

The still surviving early Byzantine walls of Vartsikhe are 8 metres high (pic. 11-14). The 

structure of the wall is mixed (opus mixtum) and this fact contradicts Byzantine historical literature, 

because as we said earlier, according to Procopius Caesariensis: “The Laz razed it (Rhodopolis – 

G.K.) to the ground as they were afraid of the Persian invasion.”  

A pretty radical action, and if it really happened this way, then the Laz should have razed the 

fortress walls to the ground in order to prevent the Persians from strengthening themselves in it. 

However, as I mentioned above, early Byzantine battlements of Vartsikhe survive at a high altitude. It 

is equally evident that in such a case there must have been some sign of a systematic destruction, 

which would enable to use the ready construction material obtained by means of this destruction in a 

different place.  

How could the toponym “Vartsikhe” have turned into a simplified form of “Vardis-tsikhe -- 

Vardtsikhe” (fortress of roses)? There are lots of Georgian toponyms where we find the word vardi 

(rose): Vardischala, Vardissopeli, Vardisubani or “Vardigora”, but we have never had such forms as: 
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“Varchala”, Varsopeli”, “Varubani” and neither ,,Vargora”. Vardtsikhe is an awkward form 

linguistically, if not -- impossible. In addition, in Javakheti we find huge remains of a confirmed 

village called “vardistsikhe” observed by N. Berdzenishvili  in 1933 and nobody has ever called it 

either Vardtsikhe or Vartsikhe. Even Batonishvili Vakhushti does not give us a confirmed form of 

“Vardtsikhe”, however, in his text the fortress erected in the area between the Khanistskali and Rioni 

is called Vartsikhe.  So, can we find any “archaic” toponym of this town or castle formed on the root 

of the word vard anywhere else? It seems -- nowhere. Vartsikhe seems to be a derived form 

designating some big fortress or a residence of some nobleman. For instance, “me var tsikhe” (“I am a 

fortress”), or something similar to it, and this toponym is somewhat proclamatory, admittedly, not as 

strong as e.g., modi da mnakhe (come and see me) – shaped as Moidinakhe or Modinakhe-

Modimnakhe”. Or maybe it means and relates to a “site”/“encampment”. I think, this fortification 

used to be a summer residence located at 4 km distance from Vartsikhe founded by some Patrikios 

(the point is called Patriketi).   

Even King of Imereti, Solomon I could not find any strategic-tactic function to Vartsikhe with 

its territory surrounded by the walls having survived with almost their archetypal height, while the 

safety of the Kingdom of Imereti in those days entirely depended on the existence – nonexistence of 

the fortifications in the region. According to Doctor Guldenstedt the King decided: “to build a 

residence here as this area is good for fishing, hunting and has very good water”. 

Vartsikhe raises no interest of the Turks either and neither Imeretian King destroys it, whereas 

he destroyed Kutaisi, Baghdati and other fortresses in order to prevent the Turks from encamping 

there after he, along with General Totleben, conquered them.  

We find Rhodopolis in Armenian “Geography” where “Ashkharatsuitsi (VIIc) also mentions it 

in a very interesting context: “(in Kolkhida – G.K.) there are 5 towns: Ziganeion, Kota, 

Rhodopolis, Athina and Rizini and numerous other emporions, just the maritime urban names 

to which belongs Trapezund”. Armenian “Geography” names only big urban formations in the rank 

of towns. It regards others – whether small or big (e.g. Trapezund) – conditioned by basic trade 

relationships.  

The only researcher of our times, regarding with doubt the idea of identifying Rhodopolis with 

Vartsikhe was Sargis Kakabadze. He considered Rhodopolis to be in Dimi. And although he might 

have doubted the tactic capabilities of Rhodopolis as well, still he believed that the author of The Life 

of King Parnavaz designated it (Rhodopolis) as dimna -- the Svan equivalent of the word rose. But it 

seems somewhat difficult to share this opinion for many reasons. To say the least, Rhodopolis is a 

town built on a plain, while King Parnavaz’s Dimna had for a long time been located by the influx of 
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the rivers of Khanistskali and Sakraula, nearby a fortification erected over a mountain, in the vicinity 

of the village Zeda Dimi.    

We have to say a few words about the road map known by the name of Tabula Peutingeriana 

(Peutinger Table). It is also called the Map of the World by Castorius. Such maps appeared in Rome 

since II century. At that time special attention of the author of the map was drawn to the East. The 

map (pic.15) was discovered in one of the archives in 1501 and it was handed to a researcher 

Peutinger and despite the fact that he did not study it, the map was still called after him. Now we 

know that it was drawn up by a Roman geographer Castorius in the second half of the IV century.  

Rhodopolis was not marked on it, though in one of its sections there is a station “Ad fontem felicem” 

(pic. 16, top left-hand corner, below Sebastopolis and to the right) which is translated as a station “by 

a happy spring”, or “a kind spring”. From there the road leads directly to Sebastopolis. Just this “Ad 

fontem felicem” was regarded first by Manandian and later by S. Eremian as Vartsikhe, which by an 

established opinion was Rhodopolis. 

A later corrector of the Map of the World by Castorius, an anonym from Ravenna (VII c) marks 

another point, “Ermu” which cannot be found on Peutinger’s Table. This point was regarded by E. 

Eremian as “Sairme” and because one of the trade roads leading to Lazeti went through the 

Khanistskali Valley, over its left bank, naturally, there must have been a station Ermu – between 

Sairme and Sebastopol. Such a reconstruction cannot be excluded but people following Khanistkali 

had to pass Dimna and maybe it was Ad fontem felicem. Besides, Byzantine historical literature names 

Rhodopolis as “the greatest and old” town while on the Map of Castorius it is marked as Ad fontem 

felicem, and not by a symbol denoting a city. Thus, if Ad fontem felicem is not the old fortress Dimna 

(and yet, it is difficult to accept such an assumption because we do not know exactly what territory 

Dimna controlled and whether its military capabilities reached the left bank of Khanistskali, as it was 

localized over the left bank of the Khanistskali-Sakraula influx), then it is the very Vartsikhe fortress 

and not Rhodopolis. It is precisely on the left bank of the Khanistkali, just at the end of one of the 

sections of the trade road.  

The Russian map drawn up in 1892 also raises certain interest. It shows the low plain between 

the Qvirila-Khanistskali called “Ulevela” (pic. 17), meaning endless, which may be the name of both 

-- the long road and of the big field.  

In the upper Imereti we have only one lowland – the area between the two rivers of Qvirila and 

Khanistskali. It is not higher than 117m above sea level and if Shorapani-Skande vertical was 

surmounted, mainly its southern point Shorapani (see pictures 6, 7, 8, 9), then the enemy would willy-

nilly find himself on this spot. It should also be noted that in connection with this lowland as well, 
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Vartsikhe made a very poor view as the level of its foundation is 37 metres lower than the two river 

banks of Qvirila-Khanistkali. The foundation of Vartsikhe lies at 80 m above sea level.  (see pic. 36).  

On a general historical plane, one question definitely draws attention and we must refer to it 

only in the form of a short insertion. The issue concerns Dimna. According to Leonti Mroveli’s 

writings, the outposts of Shorapani and Dimna were built by King Parnavaz: “And the same 

Parnavaz built two fortresses, Shorapani and Dimna”. The logics of the king is quite 

understandable. By this act he moved forward the borders of Iberia, “drove in” the outposts of the 

rivers into the valleys of the rivers and left free access to them from the eastern and south-eastern 

sides, i.e., he left only the ways he could control himself. By this effort the borders of Iberia became 

larger and later on, even much later, the starting points of the borders between Iberia-Lazika and 

Kartli-Imereti, Shorapani-Sarapani expanded.  

This is the so-called tactics of “creeping borders” and Parnavaz did not seek “wedge-like” ways 

to get into Colchis – the rest was to be determined by diplomacy and it really was: “Then Parnavaz 

got his sister married to the Ossetian King and his other sister to Kuji. And he gave Kuji the 

land between the rivers of Egristskali and Rioni, from the sea to the mountains, within which 

lies Egrisi and Svaneti and appointed him as Eristavi there. And he, Kuji, built up the Tsikhe-

Goji”. But “the land between the rivers of Egritskali and Rioni” belonged to Kuji by the right of 

inheritance.  

During the war between Byzantium and Persia “Dimna” cannot be found, which is quite natural 

as the attacking side, Iran, was looking for direct ways towards inner Colchis-Lazeti and finds them, 

while Dimna, remaining on the South, did not fall into the sphere of its interest and it remains beyond 

the realm of interests of the Romans as well, as the Iranian army did not attack it.  

The military-political program where one of the major points for Parnavaz was Dimna does not 

in any way correlate with a totally different tactics: carrying out blitzkrieg in order to capture castles 

and cities in the depth of the country. We have to mention here also, that Byzantium-Lazeti had 

already worked out a strategy against this tactics and they destroyed the fortresses suitable for 

deployment in advance and Rhodopolis was among them.   

Iranians did not destroy anything as they needed good bases – points for redistribution of their 

attacks, for communications.  

S. Kakabadze’s assumption that Rhodopolis is Dimna is unacceptable even based on the logics 

of the war between Byzantium and Iran. Dimna was left in the South, and it could in no way affect the 

military road along the Qvirila-Khanistskali two river banks. As soon as Rhodopolis collapsed as a 

result of Byzantium-Lazeti military tactics, Mermeroe instantly went to Archaeopolis, as there was no 

other fortress found in the vicinity after passing the first barrier. The Laz took away all the 
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construction materials and used them to build either a new fortress or to strengthen the old ones. At 

this point of research we are unable to give a definite answer to the question “where”.   

Geologically most part of the valleys of the Qvirila-Khanistskali is characterized by quaternary 

layers, clayey deposits, it is a marsh and I want here to recall one of the main principles of the antique 

city building – the foundation of the city must have been based on a rocky stratum. I am not trying to 

prove that cities were built only on rocky stratums but around the “country” it was rocky massifs that 

had an advantage for city development, certainly, if it was available within the particular area.  

Vartsikhe is erected over a geological stratum which is characterized as quaternary deposits, i.e., 

geologically identical to the area between the two rivers of Khanistskali and Qvirila (pic. 19).  

It is believed that the name of the city “Rhodopolis” is a result of translation of the Georgian 

“vard-tsikhe” into Greek. We have talked about it earlier as well, but “vardi” in Georgian is a 

reflection of a neutral Persian form  and then it becomes difficult to understand why the Byzantines 

called the city “old”. Even if this form --“vardis tsikhe” – ever existed in this connection, in relation 

with this city, it could not have been “old”. It seems, this problem worried N. Berdzenishvili too. 

The territory lying between the rivers Qvirila and Khanistskali is for the most part a marshland. 

The only area that rises out of the bog is a circle-like rocky stratum chracterised as a “Maikop range” 

(pg3+N1\1), and over it a village called Rodonauli-Rodinauli-Rodiauli is distributed with its quarters 

(pic. 19, 21, 22).  

This village shapes a third angle and we receive a triangle with equal flanks and its two other 

angles are created by the strategic points of Shorapani and Skande (pic. 20). Let me remind you 

another time that Rhodopolis is a city which after crossing Shorapani-Skande line was the first to 

confront enemies and after the Laz dismantled it, the Iranian commander set off directly to 

Archaeopolis.  

How could Vartsikhe fortress, which is beyond both rivers of the Qvirila and Khanistskali on a 

plain, on the area between the two rivers, i.e. on the “Ulevela”, confront enemies on this road? (pic. 

20). 

I consider highly significant the fact that the rocky curve erected in the centre of the area 

between the two rivers of Qvirila and Khanistskali coincides with the area of the village distributed 

over it with a great precision, the village of Rodinauli. Neither of its quarters goes beyond the contour 

of the rocky massif (see pic. 19, 21, 22) which suggests that this village, by its design, is a successor 

of an urban development. This idea is strengthened furthermore when we observe the network of the 

streets in the village (pic. 27) and it would not be unwise here to refer for a comparison to the system 
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of design of Oronti/Orontes Antiochia (pic. 28). In both these cases we face a central longitudinal 

axis-street, whence the quarters of the city start to fork, i.e., a city development “net” is developed.  

According to the modern GPS data the village Rodinauli lies at 149 m above sea level. Its 

western quarter, Tskhentaro, according to the same data, lies at 138m from sea level, while the eastern 

dominant part, “svet magali” (a tall column) is 190 m above sea level. 

The entire area of the settlement and respectively, the rocky massif constitutes 30 ha.  

“Rodinauli”, as a toponym, raises interest by itself: `ροδον~ -- is a rose in Greek and in 

addition, it emerges, if not establishes itself in the Georgian language quite early. Even Sulkhan-Saba 

gives its definition: ‘rodi’ – (tree) rose. 

The temple constructed in the centre of Rodinauli is called Ajameti-Rodinauli Church of Christ 

the Saviour. It was built in the 19th century by Greek masters working in Racha and Imereti (pic. 26, 

29). In 2001 it was fundamentally restored. From the point of view of scientific research it does not 

raise much interest, if not for its surroundings – the open apex with a vast horizon (pic. 24, 25, 30, 

36). This territory seems perfectly suitable for an episcopal centre, i.e. for the cathedra mentioned in 

the Ecthesis and which was an integral part of Phasis Metropolis.   

The territory of the temple which has been converted into a graveyard covers 2.5 ha and is 

surrounded by a wall. Now it is being remodeled at the expense of demolishing the remains of the old 

wall (pic. 19). The remains survived till today deserve a great attention: it is a wall built from chopped 

limestone and mortar is identified as bedding. The perimeter of the wall consisted of counterforces at 

certain intervals too, both from the inner and outer side and opposite one another (pic. 31-33). They 

are made of specially processed carved stones. The structure of the stones themselves strongly 

resembles early Byzantine style, while the design of the wall (with the counterforces facing each other 

at intervals) is a reflection of late antique fortification walls. This barrier (wall) is by no means made 

by Greek masters of the 19th century and neither can it be dated by the Middle Ages in general. It is an 

expression of a much earlier age, however, without the archaeological context it is impossible to talk 

about a concrete date.  At the same time, this barrier is not a fortification wall as its width is only 52 

cm (pic. 33). It is only an indication to “Temenos”, the saint place and is an expression of humility to 

it.  

Round Rodinauli and its elevated eastern quarter “Svetmagali” (high column -- the toponym 

raises interest by itself and it may well be designating Acropolis; we have to remember that this 

extreme eastern region lies 21m higher than the major settlement of the village) runs the river 

Lukhuta from the East (pic. 34) and from the South and South-East -- the river Grankali. The latter 

divides Rodinauli from its western quarter – Tskhentaro, while Tskhentaro is bordered by the r. 

Rushava from the West.    
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These ravines are undoubtedly barriers, but not as strong as to be able to stand up to the 

Iranians’ attacks. That is why the Laz pulled them down to undermine a foothold for the Iranians.  

  The three points mentioned above make up an equilateral triangle with its three angles: 

Shorapani – Skande –Rodinauli (pic.20). The distance between Shorapani and Skande by a straight 

line is 21 km; from Skande to Rodinauli –Rhodopolis – 20 km, from Rodinauli to Shorapani – the 

same 20 km. While by the roads that these points are connected with one another today, the distance 

is 25,5 km long. As we know, rural roads today coincide with the old ones in most cases, whereas 

25.5kilometers distance exactly equal 17 Roman miles. We may consider it to be just a simple 

coincidence, but as it turns out, it is only one triangle of a whole system. It must have had a 

development in the form of the cities of Lazika mentioned in the historical sources. Just the same kind 

of a triangle is formed at the foot of Rhodopolis-Rodinauli-Skande, with its top towards Okhomira 

(pic.35), which, based on numerous signs, must be Ukimerioni.  

The distance between Rhodopolis (Rodinauli) and Okhomira (Ukimerioni) constitutes again 

20 km by a straight line and by roads – 25.5km and the distance between Skande-Okhomira 

(Ukimerioni) is of the same dimension (pic. 36).  

 You will probably agree that there are too many “coincidences” here and we also have to 

imagine that in the case of those triangles we are dealing with the basis of the Byzantine military 

triangulation and I believe that this system will help us to localize many other cities of Lazeti.  

 The old, Shorapani – Dimna horizontal line of Parnavaz age seems to have nothing in common 

with this system, however, realising this direction raises multifaceted interest: maybe this energetic 

line (pic.35) from Dimna continued to the West, including the country of Surium itself and maybe 

Parnavaz cut off the whole mountainous Colchis from Kuji.   

 Vartsikhe did not have and could not have had a “country”, a “sub-land” subordinated to it. It 

is due to its geographical “fate” in difference from Rodinauli which we regard to be undoubtedly 

Rhodopolis and which possesses a vast “sub-land”. (see pic. 24, 25, 30, 36).  

According to the Ecthesis, around the years of 901-907 Lazika with its bishoprics – 

Rhodopolis, Tsaishi (Saisi), Petra, Ziganeyon (Ziganev) was attached to the episcopacy of Mtskheta. 

From this time the metropolis of Phasis was not ruled by the Patriarch of Constantinople. The name of 

Lazika Eparchy was given to the newly established Trapezund bishopric and in the beginning it 

comprised seven episcopacies. None of Phasis metropolitan episcopacies were included in it.  

I consider noteworthy also the fact that neither Rodinauli nor its quarters were included in the 

ownership of any Imeretian feudal. This village seems to be fallen out of the political and economic 

history of Imereti. We may infer as well that in the late Middle Ages it was desolate. The fact that the 

episcopacy of Rhodopolis was attached to Mtskheta eparchy conditioned natural reverence but in the 
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period of the hardest cataclysms characteristic for the Middle ages Mtskheta would not have been able 

to fulfill its guardianship. Doctor Güldenstӓdt knows the r. Lukhuta, the river that goes round 

Rhodinauli from the East, but he has no information concerning the village itself. 

After interviewing the local population in the village of Rodinauli, we learned that the village 

was populated in the nineteenth century all over again. It is likely that building a new church on the 

site of “Temenos” was an order of the population living there and they trusted its construction to 

Greek masters. The population named Vardosanidzes was the only ancient family name of the people 

inhabiting the village. According to them the Vardosanidzes have never left the village and this 

surname seems to be most widespread here. As a confirmation to it can be used the village cemetery 

and a monument dedicated to the World War II. My colleague, Prof. Vladimir Vardosanidze also 

confirmed the fact that this family name originates from Rodinauli. This interpolation made by me 

does not add anything to the problem of localisation of Rhodopolis; however, a study made in this 

direction may elucidate some other issues. The surname “Vardosani” did not originate from a family 

name as it depicts neither any quality of the ancestors nor their profession or toponym and it did not 

originate from any kind of ownership. “Vardosani” designates a community of people united by some 

particular sign, i.e., by an “order”. Maybe this surname was created as a sign of patriotic expression of 

the old citizens of Rhodopolis-Vardkalakeli-Rodinauli.  

The city of Rhodopolis was situated on the site of the present village Rodinauli. The territory of 

this village is a former city. We made this conclusion as a result of the data correlation. The village 

has preserved a Georgian modification of the old name of the city. We are aware also of the fact that 

any kind of theoretical judgment requires practical confirmation but if such practice is difficult to 

realize in the nearest future, then we have to content ourselves with the available data.  
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Description of the Pictures 

1. Vartsikhe, cosmic photography 

2. Archaeopolis, plan (according to P. Zakaraia) 

3. Vartsikhe, plan (according to V. Japaridze and K. Melitauri) 

4. A fragment of Vakhushti Batonishvili Map 

5. A fragment of Palace (borrowed from G. Gelashvili’s publication: Güldenstӓndt’s Journey in 

Georgia II) 

6. Shorapani Fortress, photograph taken from the right bank of the r. Dzirula 

7. Influx of the rivers Dzirula and Qvirila and Shorapani Fortress. Cosmic Photograph 

8. Shorapani Fortress, plan (according to V. Japaridze and K. Melitauri) 

9. Shorapani, cosmic photograph 

10. Skande fortress, cosmic photograph 

11. Vartsikhe, wall 

12. Vartsikhe, south-eastern view 

13. Vartsikhe, view from the South 

14. Vartsikhe, walls (K. Melitauri’s measurement)  

15. Peutinger’s Table/ Tabula Peutingeriana (fragment) 

16. Peutinger’s Table/ Tabula Peutingeriana  (fragment)  

17. Central Zone of Kutaisi province, map of 1892 

18. Shorapani-Skande strategic line 

19. A fragment of geological map of Georgia – the area between the two rivers: Qvirila and 

Khanistkali 

20. Strategic triangle: 1. Shorapani 2. Skande 3. Rhodopolis (contemporary Rodinauli) 4. Dimna 5. 

Vartsikhe 

20. Rodinauli, village, orthophotograph  

22. Village of Rodinauli. 1:50 000 map fragment 

23. Rocky relief of the village of Rodinauli, section from the North to the South. 1. Flatland 

(Ulevela”) 2. Cemetery and church (“Temenos”) 3. Rodinauli 4. Svetmagali (Acropolis?) 

24. View of the village Rodinauli from Ulevela 

25. View of the village of Rodinauli from North-East 

26. Ajameti – Rodinauli Church of Christ the Saviour, view from North-East 

27. Network of the streets of Rodinauli 

28. Network of the streets of Antioch of Oronti 

29. Ajameti – Rodinauli Church of Christ the Saviour, view from South-West 
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30. The area between the two rivers of Qvirila – Khanistkali, view from Ajameti – Rodinauli Church 

31-32. Old fragments of the church wall 

33. Old church wall. Plan, facade  

34. The  Lukhuta river 

35. Some strategic points during the war between Byzantium – Iran  

36. Graphical cartographic scheme  

37. Rodinauli village. View from the right bank of the river Qvirila  
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