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Byzantine historical literature mentions the city of Rhodopolis (* Pod6moAts) among most
remarkable cities of Lazeti. According to the well-known Byzantine historian, Procopius Caesariensis
(VI c.): “still, the most remarkable cities here (in Lazeti — G. K.) are Rhodopolis and Mokhiris”.

Unfortunately the position of the city of Mokhiris is unknown to us and we have no idea what it
looked like, though the opinion that Rhodopolis is Vartsike, situated on the left bank of the river
Rioni, a small fortification of the early Byzantine age towering at the point where today the river
Khanistkali flows into it, has been established in Georgian scholarly literature for quite a long time
(pic. 1, 3).

There is an explanation to the identification of Rhodopolis as Vartsikhe: allegedly, the
Byzantines (the Greek) translated into their language the local name of “Vard-tsikhe” (meaning castle
of roses) and that is how the name ,, “ Podomolts *“ was formed. Consequently, it also implies that its
present name “Vartsikhe” was established as a result of disappearance through time of the letter “d”.

Vartsikhe is a fundamentally explored monument with a whole monograph dedicated to it. The
author of the monograph identifies the name Vartsikhe as Rhodopolis i.e., as a ‘city of roses’ (vard-
tsikhe).

However, according to Caesar Justinianus (VI c., the year of 535) “Archaeopolis and
Rhodopolis are the greatest and the oldest fortresses in Lazeti”.

This information raises particular interest. The location of Archaeopolis-Tsikhe-Goji — of the
present-day Nokalakevi -- is well-known and for dozens of years it has been an object of serious
research for the Georgian National Museum expedition. The only thing raising doubt here is
Justinianus characteristic — “the greatest”, which can be applied only to Archaeopolis, as its space
constitutes 20 ha (pic. 2) whereas the archaeologically defined territory of Vartsikhe is only 2.3
hectares (pic. 3). Does it seem likely that these two points defined as “the greatest” could be found in
Justinian’s “Novellas” with equal “rights”?

According to the Ecthesis, in Rhodopolis existed one of the episcopal centres of Phasis
Metropolis, along with other three episcopates and there is also an idea that the protopresbyter of
Rhodopolis was probably the protopresbyter (mpwtd6povoc) of the metropolis of Phasis. Basil
Sophenel gives us the list of the episcopates constituting the metropolis of Phasidi (Phasis) in the
following order: : ,,” Enapxia Aazikig, 6 ®daoidog, 0  Podondrewe, 0 ¢’ APioonvdv, o Iletpdv, 6
s Zeyavémv”.

The only thing that the scientific society is confident of -- concerning this list -- is that
Rhodopolis and Vartsikhe are the same. Identification of “Petra” (ITetp®dv) with Tsikhisdziri is partly
shared. But we do not yet possess any solid data for the localization of Abisenon and Zighaneyon.
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We want to refer to one of Procopius Caesariensis rather noteworthy information and bring
forth a lengthy excerpt from his text:

“There was a city on the plain called Rhodopolis, which came first on the way of a
traveller on the way from lberia to Colchis; it was easy to access and easy to attack.
Consequently it has recently been destroyed by the Laz as they were afraid of Persian invasion.
The moment the Persians learned the news they started off to Archaeopolis.

Most noteworthy are the notes: “...which came first on the way of a traveller on the way
from Iberia to Colchis” and equally significant is the information that the city was distributed on a
plain. It was possible to enter Colchis (Lazeti) from Iberia only passing Shorapani-Skande vertical,
which is a border line (pic. 18) and as Simon Kaukhchishvili proved convincingly, both fortresses
belong to Lazika. As soon as Rhodopolis was destroyed, the Persians started to march towards
Archaeopolis because all the obstacles were removed when they reached the halfway point.

Agathias Scholasticus narrates how the two thousand cavalry under the leadership of Elminzur,
sent by the Byzantine commander Justinian, conquered Rhodopolis. In those days Rhodopolis was
occupied by the Persians, the garrison left there by Mermeroe, the Iranian commander-in-chief.
According to Agathia’s narrative we can see that the population of Rhodopolis was not small at all:
“By some chance, the guardians of the city were wandering out of the city walls and moreover,
most of the inhabitants were walking this way and that way.”

For a “town” with an area not exceeding 2.3 hectares it would be irrelevant to divide the
inhabitants into a “majority” who had gone out of town and into a minority who had stayed inside. In
Agathias Scholasticus’ opinion, this fact and especially the fact that the Persians violated the garrison
discipline and were wandering in the countryside outside the fortress made it easy for EIminzur to
occupy the city. At the same time, he slaughtered Persian cohorts on the field and “allowed the local
people to live in their homeland”. 1 think that the historian could not have used the term
“homeland” (ITatpidi) in connection with a territory of such an extremely small area (2.3ha).

In addition, Justinianus gives Elminzur a 2 000 horse cavalry to invade Rhodopolis, a huge
cavalry for those times, which would be capable of invading a fortress towering from an open field
and surrounded by only relatively low natural barriers. That is, a fortress that could be attacked from
all sides and not a fortress constructed in a geographical deadlock, like Vartsikhe. Where could this
huge cavalry find a place for deployment?

I think, particular attention should be drawn to Shorapani-Skande (pic. 9, Shorapani; pic. 10,
Skande) strategic vertical. The Persian army collided with Rhodopolis exactly after passing this
vertical. Consequently, there must have been a triangle created by these fortresses, but before we refer

to it, we have to discuss several questions.
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We have mentioned above a “geographical deadlock” in connection with Vartsikhe. Vartsikhe
can by no means control the eastern direction. From this side it has not got any kind of natural
defensive barriers and, which is most important, there is not even a minimal view eastward from this
fortress. It is erected within the triangle made up by the rivers of Rioni and Khanistkali (by present
condition, but in the past, it seems that the rivers Qvirila and Khanistkali united and after passing a
short distance, both flowed into the Rioni (comp. pic. 4 and pic. 5), so if any attack was carried out
from the East, then it would have been just “a fortress fallen into the water”.

If we accept this idea discreetly conveyed in the scholarly literature in connection with
Vartsikhe (which is certainly regarded as Rhodopolis) — that it was controlling the possible
background over the river Rioni, then it will turn out that the fortress served the Iranians and the
background was controlled by Iran (if there was a background in this section of the Rioni) and not by
Byzantium — Lazeti. In such a case, it is obvious that Mermeroe, this most talented Iranian
commander-in-chief would not have to make any special effort to occupy it.

It is hard to believe that Byzantine historical literature did not mention that Rhodopolis was
situated in the area between the influxes of the two rivers and moreover, on the junction of these big
rivers. Although there is not a single indication to it in their writings, it is common truth that ancient
geographers and historians always marked with special care availability of the rivers flowing in the
vicinity of towns.

It is absolutely obvious to me that Vartsikhe fortress is not Rhodopolis, but at the same time, its
function as of a fortress, remains unclear. It is equally obvious, that its walls and most of the artefacts
within its area date back to the 6™ century, during the long war between Byzantium and Iran.

The still surviving early Byzantine walls of Vartsikhe are 8 metres high (pic. 11-14). The
structure of the wall is mixed (opus mixtum) and this fact contradicts Byzantine historical literature,
because as we said earlier, according to Procopius Caesariensis: “The Laz razed it (Rhodopolis —
G.K\) to the ground as they were afraid of the Persian invasion.”

A pretty radical action, and if it really happened this way, then the Laz should have razed the
fortress walls to the ground in order to prevent the Persians from strengthening themselves in it.
However, as | mentioned above, early Byzantine battlements of Vartsikhe survive at a high altitude. It
is equally evident that in such a case there must have been some sign of a systematic destruction,
which would enable to use the ready construction material obtained by means of this destruction in a
different place.

How could the toponym “Vartsikhe” have turned into a simplified form of “Vardis-tsikhe --
Vardtsikhe” (fortress of roses)? There are lots of Georgian toponyms where we find the word vardi

(rose): Vardischala, Vardissopeli, Vardisubani or “Vardigora”, but we have never had such forms as:
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“Varchala”, Varsopeli”, “Varubani” and neither ,Vargora”. Vardtsikhe is an awkward form
linguistically, if not -- impossible. In addition, in Javakheti we find huge remains of a confirmed
village called “vardistsikhe” observed by N. Berdzenishvili in 1933 and nobody has ever called it
either Vardtsikhe or Vartsikhe. Even Batonishvili Vakhushti does not give us a confirmed form of
“Vardtsikhe”, however, in his text the fortress erected in the area between the Khanistskali and Rioni
is called Vartsikhe. So, can we find any *“archaic” toponym of this town or castle formed on the root
of the word vard anywhere else? It seems -- nowhere. Vartsikhe seems to be a derived form
designating some big fortress or a residence of some nobleman. For instance, “me var tsikhe” (“l am a
fortress”), or something similar to it, and this toponym is somewhat proclamatory, admittedly, not as
strong as e.g.,, modi da mnakhe (come and see me) — shaped as Moidinakhe or Modinakhe-
Modimnakhe™. Or maybe it means and relates to a “site”/“encampment”. | think, this fortification
used to be a summer residence located at 4 km distance from Vartsikhe founded by some Patrikios
(the point is called Patriketi).

Even King of Imereti, Solomon | could not find any strategic-tactic function to Vartsikhe with
its territory surrounded by the walls having survived with almost their archetypal height, while the
safety of the Kingdom of Imereti in those days entirely depended on the existence — nonexistence of
the fortifications in the region. According to Doctor Guldenstedt the King decided: “to build a
residence here as this area is good for fishing, hunting and has very good water”.

Vartsikhe raises no interest of the Turks either and neither Imeretian King destroys it, whereas
he destroyed Kutaisi, Baghdati and other fortresses in order to prevent the Turks from encamping
there after he, along with General Totleben, conquered them.

We find Rhodopolis in Armenian “Geography” where “Ashkharatsuitsi (\V1Ic) also mentions it
in a very interesting context: “(in Kolkhida — G.K.) there are 5 towns: Ziganeion, Kota,
Rhodopolis, Athina and Rizini and numerous other emporions, just the maritime urban names
to which belongs Trapezund”. Armenian “Geography” names only big urban formations in the rank
of towns. It regards others — whether small or big (e.g. Trapezund) — conditioned by basic trade
relationships.

The only researcher of our times, regarding with doubt the idea of identifying Rhodopolis with
Vartsikhe was Sargis Kakabadze. He considered Rhodopolis to be in Dimi. And although he might
have doubted the tactic capabilities of Rhodopolis as well, still he believed that the author of The Life
of King Parnavaz designated it (Rhodopolis) as dimna -- the Svan equivalent of the word rose. But it
seems somewhat difficult to share this opinion for many reasons. To say the least, Rhodopolis is a

town built on a plain, while King Parnavaz’s Dimna had for a long time been located by the influx of

64



the rivers of Khanistskali and Sakraula, nearby a fortification erected over a mountain, in the vicinity
of the village Zeda Dimi.

We have to say a few words about the road map known by the name of Tabula Peutingeriana
(Peutinger Table). It is also called the Map of the World by Castorius. Such maps appeared in Rome
since Il century. At that time special attention of the author of the map was drawn to the East. The
map (pic.15) was discovered in one of the archives in 1501 and it was handed to a researcher
Peutinger and despite the fact that he did not study it, the map was still called after him. Now we
know that it was drawn up by a Roman geographer Castorius in the second half of the IV century.
Rhodopolis was not marked on it, though in one of its sections there is a station “Ad fontem felicem”
(pic. 16, top left-hand corner, below Sebastopolis and to the right) which is translated as a station “by
a happy spring”, or “a kind spring”. From there the road leads directly to Sebastopolis. Just this “Ad
fontem felicem” was regarded first by Manandian and later by S. Eremian as Vartsikhe, which by an
established opinion was Rhodopolis.

A later corrector of the Map of the World by Castorius, an anonym from Ravenna (V11 ¢) marks
another point, “Ermu” which cannot be found on Peutinger’s Table. This point was regarded by E.
Eremian as “Sairme” and because one of the trade roads leading to Lazeti went through the
Khanistskali Valley, over its left bank, naturally, there must have been a station Ermu — between
Sairme and Sebastopol. Such a reconstruction cannot be excluded but people following Khanistkali
had to pass Dimna and maybe it was Ad fontem felicem. Besides, Byzantine historical literature names
Rhodopolis as “the greatest and old” town while on the Map of Castorius it is marked as Ad fontem
felicem, and not by a symbol denoting a city. Thus, if Ad fontem felicem is not the old fortress Dimna
(and yet, it is difficult to accept such an assumption because we do not know exactly what territory
Dimna controlled and whether its military capabilities reached the left bank of Khanistskali, as it was
localized over the left bank of the Khanistskali-Sakraula influx), then it is the very Vartsikhe fortress
and not Rhodopolis. It is precisely on the left bank of the Khanistkali, just at the end of one of the
sections of the trade road.

The Russian map drawn up in 1892 also raises certain interest. It shows the low plain between
the Qvirila-Khanistskali called “Ulevela” (pic. 17), meaning endless, which may be the name of both
-- the long road and of the big field.

In the upper Imereti we have only one lowland — the area between the two rivers of Qvirila and
Khanistskali. It is not higher than 117m above sea level and if Shorapani-Skande vertical was
surmounted, mainly its southern point Shorapani (see pictures 6, 7, 8, 9), then the enemy would willy-

nilly find himself on this spot. It should also be noted that in connection with this lowland as well,
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Vartsikhe made a very poor view as the level of its foundation is 37 metres lower than the two river
banks of Qvirila-Khanistkali. The foundation of Vartsikhe lies at 80 m above sea level. (see pic. 36).

On a general historical plane, one question definitely draws attention and we must refer to it
only in the form of a short insertion. The issue concerns Dimna. According to Leonti Mroveli’s
writings, the outposts of Shorapani and Dimna were built by King Parnavaz: “And the same
Parnavaz built two fortresses, Shorapani and Dimna”. The logics of the king is quite
understandable. By this act he moved forward the borders of Iberia, “drove in” the outposts of the
rivers into the valleys of the rivers and left free access to them from the eastern and south-eastern
sides, i.e., he left only the ways he could control himself. By this effort the borders of Iberia became
larger and later on, even much later, the starting points of the borders between Iberia-Lazika and
Kartli-lImereti, Shorapani-Sarapani expanded.

This is the so-called tactics of “creeping borders” and Parnavaz did not seek “wedge-like” ways
to get into Colchis — the rest was to be determined by diplomacy and it really was: “Then Parnavaz
got his sister married to the Ossetian King and his other sister to Kuji. And he gave Kuji the
land between the rivers of Egristskali and Rioni, from the sea to the mountains, within which
lies Egrisi and Svaneti and appointed him as Eristavi there. And he, Kuji, built up the Tsikhe-
Goji”. But “the land between the rivers of Egritskali and Rioni” belonged to Kuji by the right of
inheritance.

During the war between Byzantium and Persia “Dimna” cannot be found, which is quite natural
as the attacking side, Iran, was looking for direct ways towards inner Colchis-Lazeti and finds them,
while Dimna, remaining on the South, did not fall into the sphere of its interest and it remains beyond
the realm of interests of the Romans as well, as the Iranian army did not attack it.

The military-political program where one of the major points for Parnavaz was Dimna does not
in any way correlate with a totally different tactics: carrying out blitzkrieg in order to capture castles
and cities in the depth of the country. We have to mention here also, that Byzantium-Lazeti had
already worked out a strategy against this tactics and they destroyed the fortresses suitable for
deployment in advance and Rhodopolis was among them.

Iranians did not destroy anything as they needed good bases — points for redistribution of their
attacks, for communications.

S. Kakabadze’s assumption that Rhodopolis is Dimna is unacceptable even based on the logics
of the war between Byzantium and Iran. Dimna was left in the South, and it could in no way affect the
military road along the Qvirila-Khanistskali two river banks. As soon as Rhodopolis collapsed as a
result of Byzantium-Lazeti military tactics, Mermeroe instantly went to Archaeopolis, as there was no
other fortress found in the vicinity after passing the first barrier. The Laz took away all the
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construction materials and used them to build either a new fortress or to strengthen the old ones. At
this point of research we are unable to give a definite answer to the question “where”.

Geologically most part of the valleys of the Qvirila-Khanistskali is characterized by quaternary
layers, clayey deposits, it is a marsh and | want here to recall one of the main principles of the antique
city building — the foundation of the city must have been based on a rocky stratum. | am not trying to
prove that cities were built only on rocky stratums but around the “country” it was rocky massifs that
had an advantage for city development, certainly, if it was available within the particular area.
Vartsikhe is erected over a geological stratum which is characterized as quaternary deposits, i.e.,
geologically identical to the area between the two rivers of Khanistskali and Qvirila (pic. 19).

It is believed that the name of the city “Rhodopolis” is a result of translation of the Georgian
“vard-tsikhe” into Greek. We have talked about it earlier as well, but “vardi” in Georgian is a
reflection of a neutral Persian form and then it becomes difficult to understand why the Byzantines
called the city “old”. Even if this form --“vardis tsikhe” — ever existed in this connection, in relation
with this city, it could not have been “old”. It seems, this problem worried N. Berdzenishvili too.

The territory lying between the rivers Qvirila and Khanistskali is for the most part a marshland.
The only area that rises out of the bog is a circle-like rocky stratum chracterised as a “Maikop range”
(pgs+N1\1), and over it a village called Rodonauli-Rodinauli-Rodiauli is distributed with its quarters
(pic. 19, 21, 22).

This village shapes a third angle and we receive a triangle with equal flanks and its two other
angles are created by the strategic points of Shorapani and Skande (pic. 20). Let me remind you
another time that Rhodopolis is a city which after crossing Shorapani-Skande line was the first to
confront enemies and after the Laz dismantled it, the Iranian commander set off directly to
Archaeopolis.

How could Vartsikhe fortress, which is beyond both rivers of the Qvirila and Khanistskali on a
plain, on the area between the two rivers, i.e. on the “Ulevela”, confront enemies on this road? (pic.
20).

I consider highly significant the fact that the rocky curve erected in the centre of the area
between the two rivers of Qvirila and Khanistskali coincides with the area of the village distributed
over it with a great precision, the village of Rodinauli. Neither of its quarters goes beyond the contour
of the rocky massif (see pic. 19, 21, 22) which suggests that this village, by its design, is a successor
of an urban development. This idea is strengthened furthermore when we observe the network of the

streets in the village (pic. 27) and it would not be unwise here to refer for a comparison to the system
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of design of Oronti/Orontes Antiochia (pic. 28). In both these cases we face a central longitudinal
axis-street, whence the quarters of the city start to fork, i.e., a city development “net” is developed.

According to the modern GPS data the village Rodinauli lies at 149 m above sea level. Its
western quarter, Tskhentaro, according to the same data, lies at 138m from sea level, while the eastern
dominant part, “svet magali” (a tall column) is 190 m above sea level.

The entire area of the settlement and respectively, the rocky massif constitutes 30 ha.

“Rodinauli”, as a toponym, raises interest by itself: ‘podov~ -- is a rose in Greek and in
addition, it emerges, if not establishes itself in the Georgian language quite early. Even Sulkhan-Saba
gives its definition: ‘rodi’ — (tree) rose.

The temple constructed in the centre of Rodinauli is called Ajameti-Rodinauli Church of Christ
the Saviour. It was built in the 19™ century by Greek masters working in Racha and Imereti (pic. 26,
29). In 2001 it was fundamentally restored. From the point of view of scientific research it does not
raise much interest, if not for its surroundings — the open apex with a vast horizon (pic. 24, 25, 30,
36). This territory seems perfectly suitable for an episcopal centre, i.e. for the cathedra mentioned in
the Ecthesis and which was an integral part of Phasis Metropolis.

The territory of the temple which has been converted into a graveyard covers 2.5 ha and is
surrounded by a wall. Now it is being remodeled at the expense of demolishing the remains of the old
wall (pic. 19). The remains survived till today deserve a great attention: it is a wall built from chopped
limestone and mortar is identified as bedding. The perimeter of the wall consisted of counterforces at
certain intervals too, both from the inner and outer side and opposite one another (pic. 31-33). They
are made of specially processed carved stones. The structure of the stones themselves strongly
resembles early Byzantine style, while the design of the wall (with the counterforces facing each other
at intervals) is a reflection of late antique fortification walls. This barrier (wall) is by no means made
by Greek masters of the 19™ century and neither can it be dated by the Middle Ages in general. It is an
expression of a much earlier age, however, without the archaeological context it is impossible to talk
about a concrete date. At the same time, this barrier is not a fortification wall as its width is only 52
cm (pic. 33). It is only an indication to “Temenos”, the saint place and is an expression of humility to
it.

Round Rodinauli and its elevated eastern quarter “Svetmagali” (high column -- the toponym
raises interest by itself and it may well be designating Acropolis; we have to remember that this
extreme eastern region lies 21m higher than the major settlement of the village) runs the river
Lukhuta from the East (pic. 34) and from the South and South-East -- the river Grankali. The latter
divides Rodinauli from its western quarter — Tskhentaro, while Tskhentaro is bordered by the r.

Rushava from the West.
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These ravines are undoubtedly barriers, but not as strong as to be able to stand up to the
Iranians’ attacks. That is why the Laz pulled them down to undermine a foothold for the Iranians.

The three points mentioned above make up an equilateral triangle with its three angles:
Shorapani — Skande —Rodinauli (pic.20). The distance between Shorapani and Skande by a straight
line is 21 km; from Skande to Rodinauli —Rhodopolis — 20 km, from Rodinauli to Shorapani — the
same 20 km. While by the roads that these points are connected with one another today, the distance
is 25,5 km long. As we know, rural roads today coincide with the old ones in most cases, whereas
25.5kilometers distance exactly equal 17 Roman miles. We may consider it to be just a simple
coincidence, but as it turns out, it is only one triangle of a whole system. It must have had a
development in the form of the cities of Lazika mentioned in the historical sources. Just the same kind
of a triangle is formed at the foot of Rhodopolis-Rodinauli-Skande, with its top towards Okhomira
(pic.35), which, based on numerous signs, must be Ukimerioni.

The distance between Rhodopolis (Rodinauli) and Okhomira (Ukimerioni) constitutes again
20 km by a straight line and by roads — 25.5km and the distance between Skande-Okhomira
(Ukimerioni) is of the same dimension (pic. 36).

You will probably agree that there are too many “coincidences” here and we also have to
imagine that in the case of those triangles we are dealing with the basis of the Byzantine military
triangulation and I believe that this system will help us to localize many other cities of Lazeti.

The old, Shorapani — Dimna horizontal line of Parnavaz age seems to have nothing in common
with this system, however, realising this direction raises multifaceted interest: maybe this energetic
line (pic.35) from Dimna continued to the West, including the country of Surium itself and maybe
Parnavaz cut off the whole mountainous Colchis from Kuji.

Vartsikhe did not have and could not have had a “country”, a “sub-land” subordinated to it. It
is due to its geographical “fate” in difference from Rodinauli which we regard to be undoubtedly
Rhodopolis and which possesses a vast “sub-land”. (see pic. 24, 25, 30, 36).

According to the Ecthesis, around the years of 901-907 Lazika with its bishoprics —
Rhodopolis, Tsaishi (Saisi), Petra, Ziganeyon (Ziganev) was attached to the episcopacy of Mtskheta.
From this time the metropolis of Phasis was not ruled by the Patriarch of Constantinople. The name of
Lazika Eparchy was given to the newly established Trapezund bishopric and in the beginning it
comprised seven episcopacies. None of Phasis metropolitan episcopacies were included in it.

I consider noteworthy also the fact that neither Rodinauli nor its quarters were included in the
ownership of any Imeretian feudal. This village seems to be fallen out of the political and economic
history of Imereti. We may infer as well that in the late Middle Ages it was desolate. The fact that the
episcopacy of Rhodopolis was attached to Mtskheta eparchy conditioned natural reverence but in the

69



period of the hardest cataclysms characteristic for the Middle ages Mtskheta would not have been able
to fulfill its guardianship. Doctor Guldenstddt knows the r. Lukhuta, the river that goes round
Rhodinauli from the East, but he has no information concerning the village itself.

After interviewing the local population in the village of Rodinauli, we learned that the village
was populated in the nineteenth century all over again. It is likely that building a new church on the
site of “Temenos” was an order of the population living there and they trusted its construction to
Greek masters. The population named Vardosanidzes was the only ancient family name of the people
inhabiting the village. According to them the Vardosanidzes have never left the village and this
surname seems to be most widespread here. As a confirmation to it can be used the village cemetery
and a monument dedicated to the World War Il. My colleague, Prof. Vladimir Vardosanidze also
confirmed the fact that this family name originates from Rodinauli. This interpolation made by me
does not add anything to the problem of localisation of Rhodopolis; however, a study made in this
direction may elucidate some other issues. The surname “Vardosani” did not originate from a family
name as it depicts neither any quality of the ancestors nor their profession or toponym and it did not
originate from any kind of ownership. “Vardosani” designates a community of people united by some
particular sign, i.e., by an “order”. Maybe this surname was created as a sign of patriotic expression of
the old citizens of Rhodopolis-Vardkalakeli-Rodinauli.

The city of Rhodopolis was situated on the site of the present village Rodinauli. The territory of
this village is a former city. We made this conclusion as a result of the data correlation. The village
has preserved a Georgian modification of the old name of the city. We are aware also of the fact that
any kind of theoretical judgment requires practical confirmation but if such practice is difficult to

realize in the nearest future, then we have to content ourselves with the available data.
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Description of the Pictures
1. Vartsikhe, cosmic photography
2. Archaeopolis, plan (according to P. Zakaraia)
3. Vartsikhe, plan (according to V. Japaridze and K. Melitauri)
4. A fragment of VVakhushti Batonishvili Map
5. A fragment of Palace (borrowed from G. Gelashvili’s publication: Guldenstiandt’s Journey in
Georgia Il)
6. Shorapani Fortress, photograph taken from the right bank of the r. Dzirula
7. Influx of the rivers Dzirula and Qvirila and Shorapani Fortress. Cosmic Photograph
8. Shorapani Fortress, plan (according to V. Japaridze and K. Melitauri)
9. Shorapani, cosmic photograph
10. Skande fortress, cosmic photograph
11. Vartsikhe, wall
12. Vartsikhe, south-eastern view
13. Vartsikhe, view from the South
14. Vartsikhe, walls (K. Melitauri’s measurement)
15. Peutinger’s Table/ Tabula Peutingeriana (fragment)
16. Peutinger’s Table/ Tabula Peutingeriana (fragment)
17. Central Zone of Kutaisi province, map of 1892
18. Shorapani-Skande strategic line
19. A fragment of geological map of Georgia — the area between the two rivers: Qvirila and
Khanistkali
20. Strategic triangle: 1. Shorapani 2. Skande 3. Rhodopolis (contemporary Rodinauli) 4. Dimna 5.
Vartsikhe
20. Rodinauli, village, orthophotograph
22. Village of Rodinauli. 1:50 000 map fragment
23. Rocky relief of the village of Rodinauli, section from the North to the South. 1. Flatland
(Ulevela) 2. Cemetery and church (“Temenos”) 3. Rodinauli 4. Svetmagali (Acropolis?)
24. View of the village Rodinauli from Ulevela
25. View of the village of Rodinauli from North-East
26. Ajameti — Rodinauli Church of Christ the Saviour, view from North-East
27. Network of the streets of Rodinauli
28. Network of the streets of Antioch of Oronti

29. Ajameti — Rodinauli Church of Christ the Saviour, view from South-West



30. The area between the two rivers of Qvirila — Khanistkali, view from Ajameti — Rodinauli Church

31-32. Old fragments of the church wall

33. Old church wall. Plan, facade

34. The Lukhuta river

35. Some strategic points during the war between Byzantium — Iran
36. Graphical cartographic scheme

37. Rodinauli village. View from the right bank of the river Qvirila
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