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This edition of The Archival Bulletin offers lesser-known and unknown documents about the anti-Soviet dissident movement in Georgia.
Following the occupation of Georgia by Soviet Russia, a resistance movement emerged in the country through creating underground
organizations, as well as by organizing armed uprisings, reaching its peak with the 1924 Uprising, which was violently suppressed by the
Soviet authorities and Cheka. Many Georgians were forced to emigrate, and many who were not subjected to repression in the 1920s met the
wrath of the Soviet security organs in the 1930s.

In the subsequent period the anti-Soviet movement in Georgia, like those in other Soviet republics,* was both opposed to the regime and
in favor of national liberation, as the key goal of the members was the liberation of the country.

The anti-Soviet dissident movement in Georgia covers two distinct periods. The first, the 1930s-40s, was marked by the active involvement
of those who had been subjected to repression or whose family members had, and also those who suffered because of collectivization. At that
time, the fascist ideology was seen as anti-Bolshevik, and as a possible means for Georgian national liberation. The success of the Wehrmacht
the Soviet front in the Second World War made Georgian dissidents think that with the help of Germans they might be able to overthrow
the Soviet regime and liberate Georgia. The dissident organizations of that period conducted intellectual activities, anti-Soviet propaganda
and prepared terrorist attacks. In some cases they made contacts with Georgian émigrés. This edition contains materials related to illegal
organizations of this sort.

The second period, the 1950s-70s, was marked by a false course of de-Stalinization and “thaw”, which inspired young people to openly
express themselves. All of this resulted in the bloody night of March 9, 1956 in Georgia. The generation that grew up with Communist
ideology and Stalin’s cult was left searching for answers. Most of the illegal dissident organizations of that time wanted to correct the Party’s
mistakes, and to enable “Socialism in human form” (as it was called during the naive Prague Spring of 1968).

Publication of such archival materials is essential and urgent in order to study the history of the anti-Soviet dissident movement in Georgia
more thoroughly, and also to better understand the modern history of Georgia and to fill in “blank spots” that still persist.

Bondo Kupatadze
PhD in History, Associate Professor, lvane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

1. Arnexceesa JI. M. Hemopun unaxonsicaus 6 CCCP. Hosertul nepuoo. Kronika Press, the University of Michigan, 1984, Burenoc, M. Becms, 1992

ISSN1512-2867



bgsJdmdob bggd o /Editor’s Introduction

»439oxgMa dgadmgds bostmgs 30mmgbgdsl, gfb, 8ogMed ggMagab dgdmgdl msagobyegmgdal
d9adbgds bosmmgal dob...

..1921 Bgemb  dmem3gz03n@3s Mnbgmds  badoMmggmmb  mgmdsns Imabonbs, Boged
JoFmggmb 4z9mody 8magemo — mogabygmgdal 3gamdbgds s Byn@goma 396 BosGmgs. LEmM g
9L agm dodgba, H™MI megabygmgdssydoma gfob dgomgdo m3060 Brmgdowsb dmymmgdmon
dogma 70 Bemal g06353mmdadn 568 0bsddmms mMaobods(30gdLb sysmndgdwbab ©s g3gybal
©33m9)30090mmdobomgol 066dmobgb.

JOOboen ,LasGJogm Imoddol” 39bMdg®g bm3gMo sdmy30098mmdabmgol dgdfmdmen
936G aboadgmms mMgaboda309dL gbgds. Lsdmasmgdobmgal bmgagMomn mMasbadazns (36mdamas,
Bmgob dgbobgd 30 3oMzgmaw dgo@ymab.

®930b9x8mgdal  Lymobzggmgds gobbogmmegdom sbomasdMegddn agm gsddeg@gdymo.
530@maog  Lbgowsbbgs 3gMomw@dn  ¢boggMbodg@gdal Fgomgddo sMsgMomn 6@ 0bsdgmms

m30bodoz0o @ aRaANBYdS Mbgdmds. gMmzbam-gs63smagabagmgdgm dMdmmsadn oM
o9 LEYEI6GYd0, Lgmmoal 8mLBagmggda 3o 0y3bgb RoMormmbo o 6@ 0LodFMmMS MMaBaDBs(3098L 8gom0dgdwbgb, >3ab
3og0m0m0 53530l smbrgoalb ImbBagmggdol @oganygdes, Gmdgmoas 8gm3g bangnbab m(3ssm0sb Bemgddn dgngdbe.

3b@nbodgmms mMasbodszngda  Lajommggmmlb momddob yggms ggobgdo oMbgdmdes — sgomado, badgamgmmdo,
39bbg®dn, 039 gm3a, Jommmda, gobgmda... bmaagMmo mEgabadszns Me8ybndy 3o30basb Jgagdmms, Dmgas 3o sbgMmgdl
0013M00S.

400080860 3oMsbsdz0mol oxaNBgds”, ,Lo8bm — LogdeGmgzggmmb sygeggdabamzgal 8gdGdmea bosnmbaram@a mEasbadazns’,
2008560 — bLogoMmmggmmb sygze3980bmgol 3gdMdmeman sbamasbMms Bognmsogob@{]i’m“, Wbogdofmmggmmb gomagabygmgdal
3MB0& 90", ,dgbbos sbamasbOmma 3ogdoma®, ,Lgam — LodoMmggmmb gMmzgbmm-asbdsmsgobygmgdgmo mmgasbadszns”,
,09d3980830m0b oxanygdst... — bbmmgo ob mMasbobs30gdas, Hm3gmms Bgbobgdss Rzgbo 330mbggma gumbaomal sbaemo
6m3FM000b dgn@ymdl.

®530b83mgd0b Bygmgzomabmgolb bgowbgb, sLobmgdwbgb, b3Mmg@wbab... BogMsd Jommggma 35063 o6 Byzg@ms dMdmemals,
abgg 48bows, abgg 0d@mdmes... abagsb Laddgmes LadnbabG®ML sMdngdn woimo bogddggdo Bommow ImazombGMBL 53ab
dgbobyd. B39b(5 393090 gb Log39930 s PM3M3g6@gd0 LonbGgMgbm babom d0a39@sbs 830mbggmsdmy.

60bm gogdody — dosgomn @gosd§mmn

“Everything can be taken away from a person or a nation, but nobody can deprive another of the feeling of freedom”...

...Although in 1921 Bolshevik Russia occupied Georgia, the Georgian nation did not lose the most important thing of all: its feeling
and desire for freedom. For this reason, since the 1920s, the freedom-loving people created anti-Soviet organizations and had fought for the
independence of the country for 70 years.

The Archival Bulletin Fall edition no. 19 is dedicated to these anti-Soviet organizations fighting for the independence. While some
organizations are well-known to public, information about others are now accessible for the very first time.

Young people had a deep feeling of liberty, and many groups and organizations were created in the universities at different times. Not only
university students, but also high school students got involved in the national liberation movement, and created anti-Soviet organizations, such
as the group of Abasha high school students that was created in the 1930s.

Anti-Soviet organizations were created throughout Georgia, including in Adjara, Samegrelo, Meskheti, Imereti, Kartli and Kakheti. Some
organizations consisted of several members, while others included hundreds.

Dimitri Vardanashvili’s group, Samno, Samani, the Committee for Liberation of Georgia, Union of Young Meskhetians, SEGO — The
National Liberation Organization in Georgia, and Mekvabishvili’s group are some of these organizations about which the reader will learn
from the new edition of the journal.

People were punished, sent into exile or executed for their desire for liberty. But the Georgians never stopped fighting, they continued the
struggle. The files preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs testify to this. We did our best to make these files and documents
interesting for the reader.

Nino Kipshidze — Editor-in-chief

boJodmgganml dobsgob Logdgms LodobolB@ml gowgdos Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
Logo@mnggaml Bobsgsb Logdgms badoboligmml s®Jogo Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
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Political Situation in Adjara in the 1920s
and the Bolshevik Regime

Manana Surguladze

I. Adjara between Scylla and Charybdis': Georgia and

Russia-Turkey relations.

On February 11, 1921, the Bolshevik Red Army launched
combat operations in Georgia. Units of the 11" Army units
invaded Georgia from Armenia and Azerbaijan. Forces from the
8" Army and the 9" Kuban Army invaded Abkhazia from Sochi.
Apart from this, combat confrontations occurred with the Russian

White Guards. 2 Two Bolshevik brigades moved in from the North

1. An idiom deriving from Greek mythology, meaning “having to choose
between two evils”.

2. In 1918-1919, despite UK resistance, a Lieutenant General in Denikin’s
White Guards Army forced Georgian troops to cede Sochi, Adler and Gagra.
Georgian troops had to retreat and cross the Bzyb River. In 1918, a legendary
general (,,reHepan ot kaBanepun™ — the highest military rank in the Russian
Empire) of Georgian origin Nikoloz (son of Nikoloz) Baratov or Baratashvili
was appointed to be representative of The Volunteer Army and The Armed
Forces of South Russia under Denikin to Georgia. It was with his skill

that the Georgian Mensheviks and Denikin concluded peace and started to
negotiate. The Bolsheviks foresaw great trouble in the unity of these forces
and thus, on September 13, 1919 a Bolshevik terrorist threw a grenade at

www.archive.security.gov.ge
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Caucasus, through the Mamisson Pass in the direction of Kutaisi.
Red Army units appeared in Thilisi through the Dariali Gorge.
The 18" Cavalry Division paved the way for Batumi.

The Bolsheviks’ starving army fought to annex the country,
which was rich in wine and bread, and reunite independent
Georgia to the Russian Empire. It was equally difficult for people
to adapt themselves to the independence of Georgia, for both
soldiers and officers, no matter if they were of the Red Guards
or the White Guards, the Bolshevik Army or the Menshevik
Army, proponents or enemies of the Tsarist regime. Therefore,
the Georgian state could not have hope of any Russian political
support.®

Although the Georgian people were able to repulse two large
scale assaults, the post-war confrontation didn’t make any sense.
On February 24, the Georgian authorities left Thilisi. On February
25, the Bolsheviks took the Georgian capital Thilisi. Jordania’s
government moved first to Kutaisi, and later to Batumi.

On February 28, Georgian troops, with the help of anti-
aircraft fire from the French Navy, drove the Bolsheviks from
Gagra. Politicians asked the French military to stay neutral. The
Georgians were unable to resist the 31% Rifle Division and the
9" Army forces alone and thus, on March 4 the Red Army took
Sukhumi and on March 14, Poti.

On February 23, the Turkish Army commander Kazim
Karabekir sent an ultimatum to Georgia, demanding they cede
historical Georgian lands, Ardagani and Artvin, areas populated
by Georgians. Georgia had to compromise between the Turkish
anvil and the Russian hammer. The Turks entered Georgia. There
was a danger of open military confrontation between Turkey and
Russia. According to an oral agreement drawn up with Karabekir
on March 7, although Georgian authority allowed Turkish military
forces to enter Batumi, civil administration remained under the
control of the Georgians. The People’s Commissariat for Foreign
Affairs of the Bolsheviks presented a note to the Embassy of
Turkey in Moscow. The Turks sent two notes in reply, saying
that the Turkish troops defended the security of the local Muslim
population.

On March 16, the British refused to interfere in a military
confrontation in the former Russian Empire in exchange for
the Anglo-Soviet Trade Agreement, which was drawn with the

Bolsheviks. France should follow the position of allied Great

Baratov’s car. The general was badly wounded (lost his leg) and abstained
from the negotiations. From the book: Huxomnaii Pytuu, buorpaduueckuii
CIPaBOYHMK BBICIIMX YMHOB JIoOpoBospdeckoit apmuu u Boopyskenubix Cui
IOra Poccun. Marepuanst k ucropuun benoro [Ismwkenus. M. 2002

3. Aanos 3. He3aBucumocts ['py3un B MexayHapoaHO nomutuke 1918-
1921 rr. IMapmxk, 1924. C. 196-197.
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5. B Ulepmer, bochop, M., 1995, crp. 241

6. afogmm mmondogsbodgb 1918-1921 brmgddon, LogsMmggmmb
©gdm3@s@ogmo Mgbdndmogal magmmdada gzogs domamoa
»96580gdmdgdo. bLadgmgmdn sMRgbamBs ©s, Mo mdds Mbws,
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RYO0IPrgddo, dob oMo dgMos ©s Jmdymmgo s65373w0bg6.
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Britain. Germany, under whose protection Georgia declared its
independence, as the defeated side in Brest-Litovsk, Georgia
was separated from its former supporters. Turkey immediately
took advantage of the situation and proclaimed the annexation of
Batumi.

The Bolsheviks and the Russian Empire didn’t intend to
cede Batumi. On the same day, on March 16, the Treaty of
Brotherhood and Friendship was drawn up between the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey under the leadership of Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk and the Russian Empire. In 1920, Ataturk wrote a
letter to Lenin. Afterwards, in 1920-21, 4 the Turkish government
was provided with military and financial support. ® In return for
diplomatic recognition and assistance, The Bolsheviks demanded
Batumi from the new government of Turkey. Turks did not leave
the city. Grigol Lortkipanidze ¢ was tasked with negotiating
with the Bolsheviks in order to hold Batumi. According to the
Treaty signed on March 17-18, hostilities between Soviet Russia
and Georgia should cease. The Georgian side didn’t sign the
capitulation act drafted by the Bolsheviks.

On March 18, the Turks attacked the Georgian army forces
and garrison in Batumi. General Mazniashvili had to conclude
an agreement with the Red Army in order to liberate Batumi.

At the same time, Georgian Mensheviks under the leadership of
Jordania left Georgia. On March 19, the battle ended with most
of the city in Georgian hands. On the same day, Mazniashvili
surrendered Batumi to the Revkom of the Bolsheviks. There

was no alternative because Turkey acted in the alliance with the
Bolsheviks. The Red Cavalry entered the city and thus, the Soviet
government was established in Adjara.

On October 13, 1921 the Treaty of Kars was signed between
the Soviet government and Turkey. In exchange for the provinces
in the South of Georgia, including Tao, Klarjeti, Artaani, Kola
and Shavsheti along with their inhabitants, Turkey abandoned its
claims to Batumi. As for provinces in the east of Georgia, Saingilo
became part of Azerbaijan.” Adjara was populated by Georgian
Muslims, and became autonomous. Adjara’s inhabitants were

allowed to move to Turkey and become citizens of Turkey. The

4. MexnynapoaHast xku3Hb, M., 1963, N11, ctp. 147-148; Turkey got 200,6
kg of pure gold and a large amount of military equipment from Russia.
Turkey used all this against Armenia and Greece very well.

5. B Illepmer, Bocdop, M., 1995, ctp. 241

6. Between 1918 and 1921 Grigol Lortkipanidze held high positions in the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Lortkipanidze, who
didn’t leave the Soviet Union and thus, was sent into exile, sent a letter

to Stalin congratulating him on his 50th anniversary, and pointing to the
mistakes of the Bolsheviks. In response to this bold behavior, Beria and
Kobulov personally tortured him in the NKVD prisons in 1937. He died on
his birthday.

7. The historical Georgia areas of Lore and Tashir, which were rich in
copper ore, became parts of the Armenian SSR. Archil Chachkhiani, The
Georgian-Armenian War, 1918-1919, Thilisi 2006.
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8

last point was not in the interests of the Soviet Union. Therefore,

they in all respects hindered the implementation of this right.

11. Sovietized Adjaristan and the Red Terror

The Khimshiashvilis and file Ne27943

The difficult political and social situation after World War I
led to the creation of many new political directions, as well as
intensifying the existing ones. Adjaristan was no exception. In the
late 1910s, two political organizations with their explicit positions
were created. These were: “The Committee for the Liberation
of Muslim Georgia” and “Sedai Millet”. The Committee
represented the opinion of the progressive society of the Batumi
district, considering the region to be an integral part of Georgia.
The Committee, along with the national forces, fought hard for
the integrity and independence of Georgia. Religious distinction
was not deem a hindering factor for the unity of the Georgians.
Moreover, the Committee thought that the time would come
when Georgian people, regardless of their religious faith, would
be equally proud of their ethnicity and stand together for their
homeland. The Sedai Millet was based on the Ottomanophile
ideas. Although they recognized the concept of the Georgian
Muslim and their Georgian ethnicity, they saw the future of the
Batumi region as a Muslim region under the Ottoman Empire.
They trusted the false promises of Turkish emissaries, hoping
that the Ottoman Empire would grant them autonomous status
to the district. The Sedai Millet had less supporters among
the local population.® However, with the help of the Ottoman
Empire, it would become active. Following the establishment of
the Bolshevik power, the situation became very interesting and
at the same time very tense in the region. It was unacceptable
for the Soviet government to negotiate with the Committee for
the Liberation of Muslim Georgia, since its aim was to liberate
Georgia and did not approve of Bolshevism, or Sedai Millet,
which expressed the interests of the Ottoman Empire.® It is
noteworthy that the Turkish government under the Kemal regime
didn’t change his attitude toward political movements. Neither of
them was trusted. For example, in 1926, the Turks, on the ground
of political distrust,'® exiled a member of Sedai Millet, Shefket-
beg Khimshiashvili, the from border land around Ardagani to the
far Turkish city of Elazig (EI-Aziz, Kharpert or Kharput).

The Khimshiashvilis had great authority throughout Adjara.
The administration of both the Ottoman Empire and Tsarist

Russia reckoned with them. * Noblemen of the Khimshiashvilis

8. The newspaper “The Republic of Georgia” Nell1, 1920.20.05, p. 3.
9. Chokharadze, M. Literary Letters, Batumi, 1997, p. 74.

10. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, archival Ne27 943, v. 1, p. 169.
11. Ibid., pp. 168, 174.
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carried titles such as Pasha or Beg in Adjara and Turkey, and
were deemed the class enemy of the Bolsheviks. Following

the establishment of Soviet power in Adjara in 1921, the
Bolsheviks exiled almost all men of the Khimshiashvili family
to different regions of Russia, and their lands were distributed
among the peasants. After almost one year, they came back to
Georgia without official permission of authority and thus, found
themselves in a legally precarious situation. Therefore, most of
them settled in “Ottoman Georgia”. The Khimshiashvili families
stayed in their houses in Adjara. Local peasants considered
themselves obliged to pay land tax to the Begs.!? If a noble family
moved to Turkey, they received land taxes there.

Between 1918 and 1921, following the departure of the
Turks from Batumi, the head of Upper Adjara Jamal Pasha
Khimshiashvili started to serve the Independent Republic of
Georgia. Both his brother Temur-Pasha *and father Ibrahim
Beg Khimshiashvili followed his example. The Khimshiashvili
dynasty, as well as Georgia, comprised supporters of different
ideologies and political movements. For example, while T.
Khimshiashvili (name isn’t identified) was a commander
of a Special Red Five in Khulo, ** Giorgi (son of Nikoloz)
Khimshiashvili was elected member of the Military Center of
the Independent Georgia. He was executed by the Bolsheviks.
Colonel Giorgi Khimshiashvili graduated from the Nikolai
Cavalry School in St. Petersburg. After the Revolution, he
served in the Georgian Red Army but soon he realized immoral
nature of this force and acceded to the proposal made by the
Social Democratic Party of Georgia of becoming the Party’s
representative in the Military Center. He was actively involved
in the preparation of a revolt against the Soviet government. On
August 30, 1924, 23 rebels were sentenced to death by the Board
Meeting of the Special Commission of Adjara. On August 31,
1924 these convicted persons were persecuted in Batumi. ** Giorgi
Khimshiashvili was among them. 6

Part of the Khimshiashvilis who moved to Turkey pinned
their hopes on the Confederation of Mountain Peoples of
the Caucasus. Apart from this, the Khimshiashvilis tried to
convince Adjarians “not to be afraid of cooperating with the
Mensheviks, and not to fight against the rebels”.!”

Following the 1924 Uprising, the Bolsheviks decided to

cooperate with respectable and powerful Khimshiashvilis in

12. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, archival Ne27 943, v. 1, pp. 172-173.
13. Ibid., p. 174.

14. Ibid., p. 200.

15. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, file Ne25311, p. 36.

16. Levan Jikia’s work, p. 256.

17. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, archival Ne27 943, v. 1, p. 447.
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order to gain the Adjarians’ sympathy. The educated Taksim
Khimshiashvili, who knew several languages and came back to
the homeland after his exile and was elected the chairman of the
government of Adjara. However, he didn’t hold this position for
long. In 1926, Taksim Beg was dismissed for his marriage with a
daughter of the Khimshiashvilis, who had moved to Turkey.*® The
Bolsheviks demanded absolute devotion during cooperation and
thus, people governed by their heart were deemed incompatible
with the principles of the party.

The Soviet regime was intolerant of any non-Bolshevik
ideology. Red radicalism excluded any diverse opinion. Therefore,
the Marxist organization of young people was as unacceptable
as openly hostile political courses. The Young Marxist Sulkhan
(son of Ilia) Khimshiashvili was exiled to the Urals for three
years. He spent 9 years in exile. In 1937, he was executed for
counter-revolutionary conversations with his friends, who also
came back to the homeland after the exile. *°

Following the establishment of Soviet power in Adjara, part
of the Georgian Mensheviks moved to Turkey and settled near the
border between Georgia and Turkey. The Khimshiashvili family
had particularly close relation with a wonderful layman, Davit or
Data Vachnadze.  Between 1924 and 1926, he was engaged in
the activity of the Committee for the Liberation of the Caucasus,
which was established in Istanbul. Simultaneously, he chaired the
Georgian committee for preparation and arrangement of the revolt
in the Transcaucasia.?* Vachnadze had a close relationship with
Shevket Beg and Jalal Betkan Khimshiashvilis in Ardagani.
Before the 1924 Uprising, on the initiative of Davit Vachnadze,
he met Jafar, Jalil, Shevket and Khasan Khimshiashvili.

They decided to send Ibrahim, Israpil, Khasan and Devrish
Khimshiashvilis to Adjara in order to organize the revolt.
According to Ibrahim’s testimony, 2 the Mensheviks started

the revolt ahead of time. For this reason, the Khimshiashvilis
didn’t manage to participate. However, both Ottoman Georgians
and Adjarians were engaged in the 1924 Uprising. 2 After the

uprising, the Bolsheviks were ruthless toward the defeated. For

18. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, file Ne27943, v. 1, p. 287.

19. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, archival Ne27186, v. 2, box Ne34,
also fond Ne8, file Ne37436, protocol Ne79, p. 83.

20. Davit Vachnadze was a military man, politician, publicist, diplomat

and one of the founders and leaders of the National Democratic Party. After
Sovietization, he didn’t emigrate. He was involved in underground activities,
helping Kakutsa Cholokashvili to organize the partisan war. Besides this,

he helped the Military Center to organize and finance both the Svanetian
Uprising and the Khevsureti Rebellion. He didn’t manage to come back to
Georgia from Turkey. During World War 11 Davit VVachnadze didn’t choose to
cooperate with the fascists, and moved to Austria. In 1957 his book entitled
“Georgian National Roots and Russian Bolshevism” was published in Mu-
nich. In 2004 this book was published in Georgia too.

21. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, archival Ne27943, v. 1, p. 176, 244.
22. 1bid., p. 177.

23. Levan Jikia, “The 1924 Uprising in western Georgia”, Thilisi, 2012.
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this reason, anti-Soviet attitude was further aggravated.

The Menshevik lese Kechekmadze was in Khopa (presently
Turkey). He contacted a representative of the authoritative family
in Kvemo Adjara — Hussein Beg Bibin Zade (Bibineishvili)
—who was a member of the Mejlis. Hussain Beg was an activist
of the Society for the Spreading of Literacy among Georgians
in Batumi. 2° Although he was disgraced among the Georgian
Mensheviks, he thought that it was necessary to cooperate with
them. In 1924, with the help of his sons, he sent a large shipment
of weapons to Guria. % Before planned demonstrations in March
1927, Hussein Beg Bibin Zade sent a letter to Jafar and Jalil Beg
Khimshiashvilis, asking them to support the revolt in exchange
for his financial and weapon support.?” This fact is confirmed by
Ismail Gabaidze who was arrested in connection with Ibrahim
Khimshiashvili’s case.?® According to the interrogation protocol
of Ibrahim Beg Khimshiashvili, important decisions related to
Adjara should be discussed and agreed upon with Khalid Pasha.
Indeed, Bibin Zade sent him a letter, asking whether the Begs
were to help the Mensheviks or not. Khalid Pasha answered that
they should help the Georgian Mensheviks. Afterwards, Bibi
Zade started, illegally, to provide Guria with weapons. Turkish
border guards detained one of the batches of weapons, along
with his sons — Yusuf and Omer Hussein Oghli Bibineishvilis.
Young people were brought before the court. They were charged
with administrative irresponsibility and were placed under police
supervision. With the interference of a powerful members of the
Mejlis — Khalid Pasha- legal persecution of the young people was
stopped because, according to Ibrahim Khimshiashvili, Kemal
Pasha himself believed in Khalid Pasha.? Ibrahim Khimshiashvili,
also known as the Laz smuggler Mamed Mataraji Oghli, was
held high position in Riza and sent weapons from Riza to Poti.
Mamed Mataraji was not identified at that point. According to
Ibrahim Beg, Mamed Mataraji was a personal friend of Kemal
Ataturk, who stayed at his house when he arrived in Riza.*

Hussein Beg Bibin Zade (Bibineishvili) and the

Khimshiashvili family played a central role in political life

24. In the days of the rebellion, the commander of the Red Army, Basov,
demanded that the local villagers of Ghorjomi, Adjara betray the rebels.
Otherwise, he threatened to burn the village out. In spite of this fact, the
villagers didn’t betray the rebels. The village was under real threat of
destruction. The rebels: Memed Gabaidze, Hasan Mekeidze and others
surrendered themselves to the Red Army soldiers. By the order of Basov,
they were brutally lashed before the eyes of the people, and then were
executed. Levan Jikia’s work, p. 227.

25. The newspaper Moambe of the Society for the Spreading of Literacy
among Georgians, volumes 1-2, the united publication, Thilisi, 1910.

26. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, file Ne27943, p. 177.

27. Ibid., p. 191.

28. lbid., p. 413.

29. lbid., p. 192.

30. Ibid., p. 229.

11

www.archive.security.gov.ge



383039000, ol Jgdom smsm Mol oMo dgamdstio
gmgoms s Modgda Robymo smsmg@do 3sbmsb
Rggdmma®.

3bg0b-3gg 30d0b Doy (3060650330em0) ©s
b03dnsdgomgdo o HmEb 0s35dmdbgb sgatobs s
»mb3omgmal bsgoMomggmmb® 3mmad oz (3bmgmgdsdo.
qb gomaMgds o6 (3 dmm3g30398L aMRgbosm
3dgm8Rbgggmo s o3 33o6nb bomdmdaggbmagddy
bod@g0mo bonfmmds godmbopms. oM dgomals
dmgdomadg 0d6og08 boddosdzammo dm@ymgdom
3550435090 Loddmms §gMo@mEMnsbdy, o83580dMgL s
dogbgsgem ofdgmal dbsmol d3gmmdgdabs, gblbbscm
ol dmedg303980L bgmosb, 1928 Bemals 30 agbabl
©3b3608)gL. 39bgob-398 d0dabgadgama bgmda 396
Booaab. Lajomggmmda amRgboemo dobo badn ddnwsb
M@0 — M0ods s 730! 1937 Bgemb obzMndgb, 89bsdy
dds 30 go@asbobmgl. 88539 Bgmb @abgMa@gb 20 Bemols
a9madad obgebogmab sbyymo dndabgadgzama, sgom3gbal
839 d53-8935645bg, O®m3gmbaeg dsmom bomygbgl
o6 dgndo ,x5993m60 Jobas@bob nbgmmBsznal?
a93Da36s. gb gDogbomo ofdgmda Jggamgdama
bomgbeggdabamgal 8abgfama dm jambgal dotoma(y Gm3
gmgommoygm, bs 33s6G0bo 0dbgdmms sbomasdmms Jommab
obabggma. dmmdggzognmo Mgd3mgbogdo smsdrg
30d0bgodgoml dggbm. baddasdgamygdal gzsfnwsb
©3b3M0GgL 943L0, ©3580dMgdmmo s gowsbabmadyman
0ym 35000 bamgbaggdab 1358 gbmds. Mg3Mmgbngdds
sgoMadn 3Magamal Lombeng 3gnbams, 3936L ombamas
(3bm369ds, @o8obabys dmdsgama, do3dzmds ...

dmmdgz0396M0 Ggimmn 356gdasbagom
360 (39mEqdm@s dogmb Ladgmgmdn, BogMed Moz0 Mgl
@o30bgBmor 38xHo ©d 3033y 28 3meodoggH
»003 oL, gbg ogn, Rggbo Labmasmgds 3ob3mMbgdals
abobge. ymzagmazsta Gm@omo@smaoddabs s
©0d&o@&nEabsdn dgnbybomgdmmdol smbMms-
308m3ndoggdol gdbabumagds 3oggss 8baagbo 3gmygzgdoe
©d bodmmagdo.

30. 3LL o6 goga, (1), gmboa NB, bostgogm Logddg N27943, a3. 229.

31. 0d39, 33- 56.
32.3LL o6 gogo, (1), gmbon N8, Lss@g. N37 412, a3. 50.

12

of Adjara and “Ottoman Georgia”. This situation didn’t pass
unnoticed by the Bolsheviks. For this reason, persecution of
the representatives of these families began. The Turkish citizen
Ibrahim Khimshiashvili was deceitfully taken to the territory of
the Soviet Union, and was arrested. Although the Turkish side
tried to save him from the Bolsheviks, but on June 30, 1928
Ibrahim was executed. As regards Hussein Beg Bibineishvili,
the Bolsheviks could not arrest him. However, from his three
brothers who stayed in Georgia, two — Riza and Remzi *! were
shot in 1937, and the third one was exiled. In 1937, twenty-
year old Gulizar (the daughter of Iskander) Bibineishvili, who
served as a typist in an Adjaran hydroelectric station, was
accused of “sending espionage information” 2 to Turkey and
was persecuted. This incident would be enough reason for the
young woman’s persecution, even if this had been a greeting card
sent to her relatives residing in Turkey. Around ten members of
the Bibineishvili family were persecuted during the Bolshevik
repressions. As regards the Khimshiashvili family, 6 members
of this family were persecuted, and most of their relatives were
arrested and exiled. Repressions killed huge swathes of the
population in Adjara, destroying many lives, spoiling both futures
and childhoods...

The Bolshevik Terror spread as a pandemic throughout
the Soviet Union. However, today we study and write about
this political “Black Death.” It means that our society is on the
way towards its cure. Such studies and works serve to develop

attitudes hostile toward totalitarism and dictatorship.

31. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne6, file Ne27943, p. 56.
32. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond Ne§, file Ne37412, p. 50.
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Nino Kipshidze

All regions of Georgia were involved in the preparation of a
people’s revolt in 1924. Adjara was no exception.

At the beginning of 1923, the National Democratic Party of
Georgia formed the West Georgia Committee in Kutaisi. The
Committee was also in charge of Batumi. The plenipotentiary of
the Committee for the Independence of Georgia was the Social
Democrat Giorgi Anjaparidze. In Batumi, the revolt was to be
headed by a military organization, which was directly subjected
to Thilisi. The military organization was headed by Vasil
Chitaishvili. Batumi was tasked with preparing 300 armed fighters
for the revolt.
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The Soviet government of Adjara launched persecution and
arrests of activists of the Social Democratic Party of Adjara. Both
ordinary members and leaders were arrested. Vaso Chitaishvili,
head of military organization in Batumi, and general Karalashvili,
the head of the armed forces of West Georgia, and Mikheil
(Mikha) Sabashvili, chairman of the Batumi Committee of the
Social Democratic Party of Georgia, were among arrestees.

The Soviet government was extremely harsh against those
persons who were arrested in Adjara. Based on a resolution passed
on August 31, 1924, 23 of those arrested were sentenced to death.
The verdict was carried out on September 1 at 3:00 AM. Twenty-
three Georgians were all simultaneously shot. *

19-year-old Alexandre Zoidze and Kirasi Mkurnalidze, and a
young woman - Aghati Gordeladze, were among the executed.

“On August 30, 1924 a board meeting of the Extraordinary
Commission of Adjara was held. The Commission made a
decision concerning the arrestees, being accused of organizing
armed revolt in Adjara. Twenty-three persons were sentenced to
death. These were:

1) Mikheil Sabashvili (son of Simon Sabashvili) — a 35-
year-old chairman of the Parity Committee in Batumi. He was a
commander of a military organization in Adjara.

2) Vasil Chitaishvili (son of Alexandre Chitaishvili) — a
27-year-old Menshevik and a committee member of Batumi. He
was a plenipotentiary of the Central Committee of the Social
Democratic Party and a committee member of Batumi. He headed
a military organization. He lived illegally. Through his activity, he
aimed to overthrow Soviet power.

3) Giorgi Purtseladze (son of Mikheil Purtseladze) — a 56-
year-old nobleman, major-general. When the Mensheviks were
in power, he was a head of the Batumi staff. He was a military
attaché in Batumi, and headed the military organization of the
Social Federalist Party. He used his military experience to attempt
to overthrow Soviet power.

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file No24245, v. 1, p. 66.
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4) Vladimer Akhvlediani (son of lvane Akhvlediani) — 33
years old. In 1912 he became a member the Social-Federalist
Party. He was an activist in the armed rebellion.

5) Giga Chikovani (son of Platon Chikovani) —a 30-year-old
former nobleman. He was a chairman of the Batumi organization
of the Social-Federalist Party. He was a member of the Parity
Committee. He was an activist in the armed rebellion in Batumi.

6) Anton Imnadze (son of Oseko Imnadze) — a 60-year-old
owner of wood warehouse. He hid the Mensheviks and served as
an agent with the Damkom (The Committee for the Independence
of Georgia).

7) Akaki Ramishvili (son of Onisime Ramishvili) —a
34-year-old merchant and a former commander of a company
guard. He was a member of troika of Military Organization of
the Menshevik Party. He was an activist of an armed rebellion in
Adjara, aiming to overthrow Soviet power.

8) Diomide Gegiadze (son of Alexandre Gegiadze) — a 45-
year-old merchant, Menshevik. He was an activist of an armed
rebellion, aiming to overthrow Soviet power.

9) Davit Dadiani (son of Nikoloz Dadiani) — a 36-year-old
former commodore of the naval militia. He was an activist of
military center of the Menshevik Party.

10) Nikoloz Pantsulaia (son of Apolon Pantsulaia) — 38
years old. He was involved in provocative activity against Soviet
authority.

11) Aghati Gordeladze (daughter of Maxime Gordeladze)
— 26 years old. She contacted with Batumi organization and
the Central Committee of the Menshevik Party. She hid illegal
Mensheviks. She had a connection with Military Center and
participated in an armed rebellion.

12) Anton Chikovani (son of Platon Chikovani) —a 23-
year-old Batumi Committee member of the Menshevik Party. He
was involved in the activity of Military Organization.

13) Alexandre Zoidze (son of Kishvardi Zoidze) — 19 years old.
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14) Kalinike Malazonia (son of Vasil Malazonia) — 28 years old.

15) Alphaeus Khomeriki (son of Ermoloz Khomeriki) — 30
years old.

16) Isidore Zoidze (son of Ivane Zoidze) — 20 years old.

17) Kirasi Mkurnalidze (son of Tedo Mkurnalidze) — 19 years old.

18) Vladimer Zapertovi (son of Vasil Zapertovi) — 25 years old.

19) Nikoloz Mujiri (son of Levarsa Mujiri) — 36 years old.

20) Lavrenti Kadeishvili (son of loseb Kadeishvili) — 25 years old.

21) Mikheil Takaishvili (son of Ermoloz Takaishvili) — 35
years old.

22) Viktor Khomeriki (son of Vladimer Khomeriki) — 20 years old.

23) Soprom Kiknadze (son of Lavrenti Kiknadze) — 30 years old.

Since these persons destroyed the telegraphy building,
damaged the railway line and killed the Soviet officials, they
were arrested under arms. Their charges are fully proven. Taking
into account the current political situation, all these twenty-three
persons were sentenced to death, with confiscation of property. 2

The chairman of the Parity Committee in Batumi — Mikheil
Sabashvili, was among these twenty-three persons. Lavrenti Beria
himself passed a resolution for his search and arrest. According to
the documents preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, on February 19, 1924, Beria sent a telegram entitled “Top
secret” to the Cheka in Adjara, demanding Mikho Sabashvili to
be immediately arrested and brought to the NKVD. He called
the representatives of Adjara to carry out a special operation in
cooperation with Guria.®

Who was Mikheil Sabashvili?

Mikheil Sabashvili was a 34-year-old peasant who was born
in the village of Shemokmedi, Ozurgeti region. His father was
a psalmist. Mikheil Sabashvili himself graduated from Thilisi
Theological Seminary. He was married and had two children.

In 1904, he became a member of the Menshevik Party. In 1913
Mikheil Sabashvili was exiled to Astrakhan in accordance with an
administrative rule. In 1914 he was re-arrested and released in two
months.

Sabashvili was the chairman of the Batumi Parity Committee
and the chairman of the Batumi Committee of the Social
Democrat Party. He was a head of Military Organization in
Adjara. He organized an armed rebellion, aiming to overthrow
Soviet power. *

A physical description of Sabashvili; around 40 years old,
and tall. He had a long face, short bright hair and a long nose.

He didn’t wear a beard or a moustache. He often wore a military
uniform.

Here is an extract from Sabashvili’s interrogation, saying how
he got involved in anti-Soviet activity, and how he became one of
the leaders of the Batumi anti-Soviet organization:

Question: Tell us about your occupation after Sovietization of
Georgia.

Answer: Following the establishment of the Soviet rule in
Georgia, | was arrested in Ozurgeti. After 15 days, | was released.

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file Ne24245, v. 1, pp. 62-63.
3. Ibid., p. 53.
4. lbid., p. 38.
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Afterwards, | was involved in illegal activity. | was wanted. |
worked in Guria until 1922. | was a committee member. In 1922, |
willingly moved to Batumi and worked there until | was arrested.
Question: What kind of activity were involved with in the
committee?
Answer: I didn’t have specific obligations.
Question: How do you assess an armed rebellion?
Answer: My assessment is negative, fundamentally and tactically.
Question: Who were members of the Batumi Parity Committee?
Answer: The chairman of the Parity Committee was Gizo
Anjaparidze who had secretaries from the Social Democratic
Party and the National Democratic Party. | don’t know their
names. Members of the Parity Committee were: |, Viktor
Tsenteradze, Vaso Chitaishvili and Tsitlidze from the railway,
as well as Philip Kikava, who was arrested in April, Severian
Vadachkoria from Kobuleti and 35-40-year-old Khomeriki.
Question: Who were members of the Committee presidium?
Answer: |, Viktor Tsenteradze and Vaso Chitaishvili.
Question: Who commanded military activity?
Answer: Vaso Chitaishvili commanded military activity.
The main group was in Batumi and subgroups were in different
regions. Batumi was ruled from the center. The combat
department directly contacted with the center. There were 40
subgroups in Adjara, comprising 400 persons. °

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file No24245, v. 2, pp. 93-94.
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Secret information listed as “Top secret” is preserved in the
archival file. It seems that Mikheil Sabashvili and, in general, anti-
Soviet organizations in Adjara were under surveillance for a long
time. According to various pieces of secret information obtained
by secret agents, we can conclude that:

At first, the chairman of the Batumi Committee was Shutu
Sabashvili (presumably he was Mikheil Sabashvili’s brother),
and the secretary was Mikheil Sabashvili, and its members
were: Raphael Chkhaidze, Barnaba Surguladze and Onipante
Ramishvili.®

In connection with the 2" anniversary of Georgia’s
Sovietization, the dissident organization was planning to
disseminate anti-Soviet pamphlets throughout Batumi, where the
Mensheviks’ underground activities were greatly enhanced.

Later, the staff of the Committee changed and its members
were: Mikheil Sabashvili, Mikhako Sharashidze, Giga Chikovani,
a Social-Federalist, and Diomide Gegia. ’

The organization held anti-Soviet meetings in different places.
According to classified information obtained by secret agents,
one of many such meetings was held at Ivane Kartvelishvili’s flat.
The document says: “Platon Kvirkvelia arrived in Batumi for one
day. Anti-Soviet meeting was held at Ivane Kartvelishvili’s flat.
The meeting was chaired by Mikheil Sabashvili. The meeting was
attended by Mariam Sikharulidze, Sergo Kuparadze, Alexandre
Chargeishvili and three other unknown persons from Ozurgeti. On
June 5 at 5:00 AM Kvirkvelia went first to Lanchkhuti and later
to Ozurgeti. His departure was connected to the reorganization
of the bandits’ activities, which took place throughout Georgia.
Kvirkvela was well known in Ozurgeti as a former teacher at
the gymnasium. The heads of the anti-Soviet organization were:
Mikheil Sabashvili, Sergo Kuparadze and Alexandre Chargeishvili
in Batumi, Apolon Kvirkvelia in Lanchkhuti, Vladimer Gorgadze,
Eliso Anteladze and Kirile Mchedlidze in Ozurgeti.”®

Sabashvili often changed his place of residence due to
persecution and his whereabouts was unknown even to his family
members:

“Mikha Sabashvili and his friend Giorgi Koplatadze don’t
have a permanent residence. Some people hide and support them.
They are: Akaki Ramishvili, Sergo Kuparadze, Davit Sarjveladze,
Alexandre Chargeishvili, Akaki Khuchua, etc. Our agent was sent
to Sabashvili’s mother in Ozurgeti to discover his whereabouts.
Although the agent could not get information from Sabashvili’s
mother, she gave him a letter for her daughter-in-law, telling her
that she had learned about the detention of Anton Imnadze, and
hoped that Imnadze would be released soon. The agent gave
the letter to Sabashvili’s spouse who didn’t know her husband’s
address either. During the conversation, the agent only learned
that Mikho would come home angry, stayed at home for a few
minutes, and ran back to the city”.®

. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file Ne24245, v. 2, p. 14.
. Ibid., p. 21.
. Ibid., p. 28.
. Ibid., p. 32.
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Bmmgommgamob 806 dgoaqboemo babemab g9a8s
Draft house plan made by an observer

It seems that Mikheil Sabashvili had authority in Batumi.
Everybody, both in the party and the anti-Soviet organization, had
hope. An extract from the secret information below testifies to this:

“Passing by the Alexandrov Garden, our agent noticed
three suspicious persons, two men and one woman. They were
secretly talking to one another. The agent hid in the corner and
eavesdropped. One of them said: The elections failed because
arrests took place in the swamp settlement. Many people were
arrested, including two of ours: Koplatadze — head of the
organization and the committee member Dolidze. However, our
activity won’t be hindered because Sabashvili is free and he will
direct everything.”

Following the decree drafted by Lavrenty Beria, the search for
Mikheil Sabashvili intensified. Sabashvili often sheltered in his
relative Anton Imnadze’s house in Batumi, who was an owner of a
wood warehouse. Sabashvili’s wife also lived at Imnadze’s house.
The house has a secret exit. Therefore, it was impossible to arrest
her. The chekists came to Imnadze’s house several times but their
effort was in vain. Sabashvili’s wife received letters from Kakheti
to cover her hushand’s tracks as if Sabashvili was in Kakheti.
However, this secret was later revealed by the agent sent to the
party.*

On May 6, 1924 an order was issued: “Anton Imnadze’s and
Simon Totibadze’s houses shall be kept under surveillance for five
days. Addresses are: 78, Olga Street and the corner of Pushkin
Street and Soviet Street. Persons in quest have the following
physical characteristics: above average height, an oval face, a long
and straight nose, without a beard and the moustache, wearing
a grey coat and a grey cap, and sometimes a military uniform,
should be kept under surveillance.

The most faithful, experienced and able secret agents should
be tasked with carrying out the operation in order to avoid failure.
The houses shall be kept under surveillance from dusk until
midnight. In case the person under surveillance is sighted, he
shall be arrested, hidden at a reliable place and secret department
informed at once.”*?

10. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file Ne24245, v. 2, p. 56.
11. Ibid., p. 32.
12. Ibid., p. 59.
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Both houses were kept under surveillance for five days.
Everybody entering and leaving the houses were watched.
Sabashvili’s wife, a 28-year-old teacher, Pelagia Sabashvili,
was under special observation. However, during these five days,
Sabashvili didn’t appear at this address and the persons under
surveillance didn’t meet him. For this, reason, on May 20,
surveillance at the aforementioned addresses was cancelled. 1

However, on August 27, 1924 Mikheil Sabashvili was
arrested with Deomide Gegiadze. Further details and the exact
circumstances of Sabashvili’s arrest are not revealed from the case.

On August 27, 1924 two cases were reviewed. The first case
is against Mikheil Sabashvili (son of Samson Sabashvili) who is
34 years old, Georgian, with a secondary education degree, born
in the village of Shemokmedi, the Ozurgeti region, married. In
1904 he became a member of the Menshevik Party. The second
case is against Deomide Gegiadze (son of Alexandre Gegiadze),
who is a 45 years old, merchant, Georgian, born in the village
of Shemokmedi, in the Ozurgeti region. In 1905, he became a
member of the Menshevik Party. The inquiry revealed that the
accused were engaged in counter-revolutionary activity, and
participated in the preparation of an armed rebellion. Sabashvili
was a chairman of the Parity Committee and the Menshevik
Party in Batumi. He also commanded a military front in Batumi.
Gegiadze was an activist for the Mensheviks. He was tasked with
meeting with people who came from abroad. Gegiadze saw Valiko
Jugheli and Benia Chkhikvishvili (who arrived in Georgia to
organize an armed rebellion) off by train to Thilisi.

Consequently, and because of the current situation, Mikheil
Sabashvili (son of Samson Sabashvili) and Deomide Gegiadze
(son of Alexandre Gegiadze) were sentenced to death. As
mentioned previously, on September 1 at 3:00 AM, these two
persons were executed with the others.”

Anton Imnadze, in whose house Sabashvili and his family
sheltered, was among those who were executed. In accordance
with the indictment, all personal property belonging to the
executed persons was confiscated. A letter from Anton Imnadze’s
wife is attached to the case. Nino Imnadze (the daughter of
Aslan Imnadze) wrote to a chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars in Adjara, saying: “On August 31 of the current year
my husband, Anton Imnadze, was executed. | and my three small
children: Vladimer, Ketevan and Zinaida are left without shelter.
All personal property, including household items belonging to
my husband and me, were confiscated by order of the special
commission. Some of them were taken and the rest were sealed
up. My dowry has been sealed up too. | was left without my
house, which was constructed simply and with my dowry. The
rooms have been sealed up, and now I and my children are left
out. My husband was engaged in a wood trade business. He
shared a wood warehouse with citizen Zakaria Gurgenidze.

13. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file No24245, v. 2, p. 86.
14. Ibid., v. 1, p. 61.
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Everything in this warehouse has been registered and sealed up...
Hence, it follows that | and my small children are left without the

house, or financial income to live and make a living...” ** This

was an extract from the letter. Imnadze’s family was no exception.

Hundreds of people were left without homes or financial income.
During the Soviet regime, those people who survived persecution
had to live under difficult conditions...

Repression reached its peak between August 30, 1924 and
August 1924. The Georgian people had to pass through the
bloodiest days of all. Tens of thousands of people died in the
August Uprising. A considerable part of the national-political
opposition were destroyed. The great representatives of political

opposition, as well as officers, gentry, intelligentsia, religious

figures and peasantry were executed. However, despite the failure,

the August Uprising in 1924 was of great significance to enhance
national spirit. The struggle for independence did not stop, but on
the contrary, it became more intensified, which was testified to in
subsequent years. In the following years of 1937-1938, Georgia
period of history known as the Great Terror or the Great Purge.

15. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, file Ne25311, v. 1, p. 62.

21

www.archive.security.gov.ge



CNAN&MN 39ACIBIB3NCTNL LB ICIEG IMN CPIXSIBIGY

bober yogdody

Dimitri Vardanashvili’s
Student Group

Logomomggmmb gobadgmgdal 393wga sMogmmo
3b@abaddgmms mMasbnbs(300 S IRANHBYOS
d90436s. g5bLsgnOOgdnmo 3GmEGgLEG0 sEMLgdyma
bgmobygmgdal 30dsmor Bemgdal gob3s3mmdsda LEmG g
obomasdMogddn gomy030s, 3308 m3sy bbgamabbgs pMmb
Bommgbo bLobBogmgdmgdal 390mgdda @edmago gango
04 mMa5bnbs(300 043695ms, 8absbo 3o ghmo gobmsm

Nino Kipshidze

— 3G dmms badgmms bgmabygmgdal babssmdwmgy ©s
domobdogmo aboo bommndgmma sdme3ogdemmdal
>0©3760-

8530b, HmEgbsz Mg3Mmabogdo gobbsznmmgdom
8d30630693L Jomom Mgommdadn, bgmwgbo
©0808 M0 3o6MEsbsdzamo sysmadgdl LEnwgbGn®
30b@HOIZNEYE0YH RIRFVBIOL; 23BM393L
3b@&abaddmms ma@gMoGMal; sgM(39mgdL
3Bm3moads30g0L; (300mmmdl, Mag dgodmgds
3980 gobsmmgdnmo sbomasdMos dg3mozmodml
©3%aRgd9d0 ©s sndnmabdnmogl badgmos
©0d@o@ b, dobsgab Loddgmes badababBHmb
oM gngdo @s3mns odoGfo goMmmabadgzomal Labbeals
LodoBomal mab@m8asba baddy.

LogdBab go(36mdobmobsgg mgomdo bazgdos
39600653300l 3o6bymds. gobomzsmns sbomasdMoal
Lomsdsdy, sMsgamato dado s ImbyFo Im@Ramgds
Mbgdmo Mgg080bo©da, oM (3 ©3580dMgdsdwg s
o3 3ob dgdmgg. ngo LEYmo smnamgdl dabs Jodsto
Boygbgdam yzgmes dGommgdal @s (300emmdl bs jgomsm
®o3%g s0mb dogma 3obbobdggdemmds, Homs ©an(33sb
©3%a%Bg00L ©ebsMRgbo BgzMgdo. goMabsdgaml
Bb@ow oL go(36mdagMgdnmo, Mo dmgmoab Ladgmms
,30Enm3bogmmagdol* 306Hm393d0 s LabsBsMomm
36 39byg gPMeEgMNL 0cbmzl, gs0mzgemabbobmb
dabo sbogo s bogmbemg 3gnbe@Rybmb. cmyd(ss, dbgmao
303mbo3bmda o6 b nymb ©adn@Ma goMsbsdgamals
3980amBo 390, 21 Bemob sbomagsbmab babggmab
3oemglb Bmsol — obgmg@ ol nbynsb.

22

Following the establishment of Soviet power in Georgia,
many anti-Soviet organizations and groups were created. Serious
protest sentiment against the regime gradually emerged among
young people, and many groups and organizations were created in
the universities at different times. They all had a common goal: to
fight against Soviet power and restore the independence that had
been so violently seized.

While Georgian reality was stricken by repressions, a young
student Dimitri Vardanashvili created a counter-revolutionary
group of students, collected anti-Soviet literature, disseminated
proclamations, and tried to involve as many educated young
people in the group as possible to protest against the Soviet
dictatorship. A four-volume file on Dimitri Vardanashvili is
preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Vardanashvili’s attitude is worthy of note. The young man’s
boldness is astonishing. He had no fear or sense of subservience
to the existing regime, before or after his arrest. He pleaded guilty
to all charges and tried to assume all responsibility in order to
save the other members of the group. Vardanashvili was aware of
what would happen to him under the Soviet system of “justice”.
He asked the court to take his age into consideration and not to
kill him. But it is not difficult to guess Dimitri Vardanashvili’s
fate. The 21-year-old was sentenced to death.
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03080 3oMobadgama/Dimitri Vardanashvili

Vardanashvili was born in 1916, in Kutaisi. Like other youths
of his generation he was brought up under the shadow of the
Soviet dictatorship and propaganda. But through reading literary
works, which he found by chance, he realized that he was the son
of an occupied nation, so he tried to learn as much as possible
about the democratic Georgia of the earlier period. He wanted to
know how Georgia gained independence years before, and how
the country was occupied and how Soviet power was established
there. He read Menshevik literature and met those who knew
more about Georgia of that time. Then he began to take real
measures. This is an extract from Vardiashvili’s interrogation
protocol: “I studied Menshevik literature thoroughly and came to
the conclusion that Menshevik policy was correct. | fully associate
myself with Menshevik ideology. Therefore, | decided to carry out
anti-Soviet Menshevik activity”... !

Vardanashvili was a student at the Kutaisi Pedagogical
Institute when he took his first steps against Soviet authority. In
December 1934, a session of mourning was held at the Institute to
observe the murder of Sergei Kirov, where both the students and
the lecturers demanded the death of Kirov’s murderer, Nikolayev.
Vardanashvili was the only one who did not join this meeting
and did not echo its demand. The previous night he printed
proclamations that read: “Nikolayev is not a beast but a hero!”,
and secretly posted them on the classroom walls. This caused a
huge stir. But the author of the proclamations was not discovered,
and Vardanashvili survived.

Shortly after this, the discontented student left his home
town, and in 1935 he moved to Thilisi to continue his studies at
the Medical Institute. Soon he gathered like-minded people and
created an anti-Soviet group. We present here an extract from
Vardanashvili’s interrogation protocol:

“Tsiskarishvili, Tseradze and | studied at the Medical Institute.
\We met one another in different places near the institute and talked
about our political ideology. They shared my opinion and so when |
suggested to them that we create an organization, they agreed”. 2

The young people then set up an illegal printing press to print their
proclamations. But somebody gave the group of students away.

On the basis of an order issued on May 25, 1937, a search
was conducted of Vardanashvili’s flat. Prior to his detention,
Vardanashvili lived at March Street no. 4. Police Lieutenant

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 6, f. 37930, p. 25.
2. lbid., p. 28.
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Odisharia found material evidence, including a typographic
printing machine, typeset, proclamations dedicated to Georgia’s
Independence Day, Menshevik literature, Noe Zhordania’s

and Noe Ramishvili’s portraits, Noe Ramishvili’s book titled
“Historical Materialism”, Noe Zhordania’s publication “On
National Issues”, a journal published in 1919, a military map,
Vardanashvili’s notes, various correspondence, and a revolver.

Vardanashvili was arrested on May 26. As expected, the
investigator’s first question was about the illegal printing press
and the literature found at Vardanashvili’s flat.

The Interrogation Protocol:

“28 May 1937

Question: During the search of your flat, a typographic
machine, proclamations dedicated to 26 May 1937, and a box
with typeset were found. Tell us the truth, when and who gave all
this to you?

Answer: In the beginning of January 1937, | found one part
of the typeset in the yard of the printing house of the party, and
the idea of arranging a printing press occurred to me. | decided to
instruct the children playing in the yard to gather the rest of the
scattered typeset. | promised to give them money. The children
gathered all of the fragments, and | paid them 20 rubles.

Question: Who gave you the counter-revolutionary and
Menshevik literature that was found in your flat when you were
arrested?

Answer: In 1935 | borrowed N. Ramishvili’s “Historical
Materialism” from Archil Geradze, who lives in Kutaisi. The rest

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section |, f. 6, f. 37930, p. 8.



3obygbo: 6. ®a80330m0b ,0bEMGonmo o8 gHnsrndIn’
1935 69l Jnmonbdo dzbmgmgd sGRom ggcadobasb
300bm3gg. ©865MR360 moGgFms@mms 3o 1935-1936
Brgddo mdaemabol d43060b@gdmeb ggoammgy.

3oombgs: 458mdagds nmbmgl 3abgbl, 3obash amgdoom
mMa60bs3099m ©35mgdgdb?

3abmbo: s®obsnMo mMasbobszomma
03593930 8 o6 803nns. 35 g3mga, M3
3963930360 dgbgommgdgdo Rsdmdnysmnds,
Lodgmms bgmobygmgdal Bobssmdwmgy ddmeals
Ly@gomo 3580Rbs. 4053643089, Mmegew dg3g43bs
3Mb@EMggmen30¢Go 83683303‘360 ORANBRIOS, Mol
3930353 ‘0339 363G J81R)39ddY BoRIgRMEO.

3oombga: Bodmmgamgm ab 03056980, MmBmada(s o3
oRanRgdsdo dgoommbab.

3obigbo: 3mb@®EEgzmen 306, 3963930396
©oRaRgd5d0 3obobggmnsbgdmam dgdmgan dofgda
dyogwos dg@bgmmo:

1) @0d0@ G0 F56@Mndgama — babgmdbogm
960396L0BB0b LEIRIEG, 2) @ogom (39Gdy
— ba8gn(306m 0BLE OGN OL LENLYEEN, 3) sboMas
30b3gec0dgz0mo — badgwaz0bm 0bLEGGME L LEMwLgbEo,
4) dmms @gamo — 3gagmang@o 0bb@odn@ob
LEMEI6EN, 5) babomm Jm3gmnsba — Ladgwnz0bm
0bbEo@aBob bEYRIEG, 6) gorrobogg F963398°d9

— badgEn(306m 0bLEGNGNEL bEwgbEo.
08 50530567930bmgal Ibmemme Bgdn 896dg30360

dgbgommgdgda agm (36mdaga. 56@absdgmms
303mbsm 30393l FobGmMndgzama, (396odg o
30b3oM0d30m0 g@obbIdgdmbgb, sbsmhgbgda 30
960b5508009393mwbgb.

3oobge: Mmeal dmabnbgo Bomn gomadamgds?

3obgboa: 1935 Bgmb, Gmegbsg Jnmsabol
3gaamanyMo abbodn@&ob bEwgbdo goysgoa,
o9bobog 963398 9dgb 3gbodMgdmen, Gm3 Gbgmds
Logo®oggmmb myndsa(zns 8maboabs. 93 Laydfom
80bms, Jobo aobbymds(z go8gam. o Bgdo msbsdmadbg
0m8mAbrgdms, d93mamd 3sbmsb gMmaw 3o30Mgdwo,
36@0badgmms bogdnsbmds 8gbomdmgdabs. dobzzg@edg
3o&gamtonmao 56 3gmabbdgdms, s30@md 3sLmsb
03 0785bg bamdatn sme® dgmbas. 1935 Bgmb Jyomsabo
©3&™39 ©d boibmgMgdmom ©s babbagmgdmaw
»daemabdo gomazgen.”

03539 ©300b3g0lL MmJdnsb joMasw 03390909,
04 Hmame (300mmdb ©odo@mo 3oMEsbsdzommo
mE3560D3(300b bR Bg3MgdL osEIMML bgmo ws
d0(335b Igamdmgda:

230b30: JMmBgm056msb o Lobob Lomdatn gdmboom?

3abgbo: dmdgomansbo 1936 Bl mdamobob
LedgEo30bm 0BLEEYEGOL LagHomm LabmgMmgdgmaa
3930(35960. 300z mgdgddg aogqbondmg, (3o
dombMo, MM 3mmo@ogs oM 50b@gMgbgdws, 5d0@mdo(s
o6 Ba8ommogh 3mb@Mmmggmma 30 bogdnsbmdsda.

30obgol Lo a00(396000 dmms @gama?

3obigybo: Imms @gama 1936 byl mdamabal
39053ma0q6 0bbB oGN30 goga3oba.

3ombga: dgbmegabgom o 8Ms Bmms gamb,
Rooemoym sMomaasmm® 3mb@MmMgzmey30m®
8963930306 Log80o6md30?

3obgbo: dg30m035Dy, Fogod o6 admsbbdws.

3oobgs: 3Omdm. 3o8mdogdabmgal (36mdamas, Hm3

p
2R BBEP"'\“HEJ

. ocvaHoemd mle
' ggnka ﬂ,aa« -..;mw} froagBost
3.1 mu nunu i mpen’ ﬂ‘! ACHE R UOBRLENHA,

1547 §- ,1{5

i

_B)aed0uns

N

by bk Bob
¥np. Tec. Eeama

SlcbyeiBoli Lobgoid§. 3
4. HKBIL I'pys. Cr

e Bogory Bgrnge g
H NPHHKMAN 80 Bi# y HTO tp.

T T
T pomaeHAbH B =0 = b3 no tou, fEnoMeHHo
By vd

s Gopmdeh,
npomHe aarguin. o

JdTunenn .
NO cemeliH, nonoweHHo

_ Hepmm  gm N A > Bolyima Ve ]
ya. AomM Ne pai e CynHeWrica 3a \
] s Sopppds Sbes, bnd
g‘:‘apaﬁfsnne: no:'jramr:nu H320BAKsEH b TOM, HTO ~‘l 5 CRErINEHy W K=1
Pacnucxa 5o
1937 rona, cem.'qdpq :;T " EHA, MHON HRERTOLNHCEINHMCH
‘\s_’i,\'."r Ot 1::11(! A7 AL,

...............................
CATQ TACAA DOAYYeHA XoNmME OfPHHETAIDHOTO SARIVMEHMT O Ope—

ApEHEE MeRd cyAy Boemmof Homaerwm Bepxoyas Cowas C C P

J‘ 3 - o
{ ot f) g
Noxneyamaits ,:/: & AT b 1zl Rz
Bpyuma: Cerxperaps Boennoff Homrenmm %

Boenppucr 1-ro paEra @4 . c.

= _‘_fjfl{_’gcu'mm/

of the literature | bought from second-hand booksellers in Thilisi
in 1935-1936.

Question: Tell the investigation, who gave you orders for the
organization?

Answer: | haven’t been given any orders for the organization.
Since I shared the Menshevik ideology, I wanted to fight against
the Soviet government. | decided to create a counter-revolutionary
Menshevik group and take concrete steps.

Question: Tell the names of those persons who were members
of this organization.

Answer: | selected the following persons to join the counter-
revolutionary Menshevik group:

1)Dimitri Chanturishvili — student at the State University,

2) Davit Tseradze — student at the Medical Institute, 3) Andria
Tsiskarishvili — student at the Medical Institute, 4) Shota Dvali
— student at the Pedagogical Institute, 5) Sandro Kometiani

— student at the Medical Institute and 6) Kalinike Chankvetadze
— student at the Medical Institute.

These persons knew only my Menshevik ideology. While
Chanturishvili, Tseradze and Tsiskarishvili shared my anti-Soviet
statements, the others didn’t approve of them.

Question: When did you recruit them into the group?

Answer: In 1935 when | was a student at Kutaisi Pedagogical
Institute | told Comrade Chankvetadze that Russia had occupied
Georgia. | wanted to know his opinion about this issue. If | found
that he was a like-minded person, | was going to carry out anti-Soviet
activity with him. Chankvetadze flatly objected to my opinion. For
this reason, 1 no longer talked about it with him. In 1935 | left Kutaisi
and moved to Thilisi to continue my education here”.

The same interrogation protocol reveals how Dimitri
Vardanashvili tried to shield other members of the organization
and thus to protect his friends:
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“Question: What kind of discussion did you have with
Kometiani?

Answer: In 1936 | met Kometiani in the dormitory of Thilisi
Medical Institute. | started to speak with him about political
issues. But he told me that he was not interested in politics, so |
didn’t involve him in counter-revolutionary activities.

Question: Where did you meet Shota Dvali?

Answer: | met Shota Dvali in 1936 at the Thilisi Pedagogical
Institute.

Question: Did you suggest to Shota Dvali that he get involved
in illegal counter-revolutionary anti-Bolshevik activities?

Answer: | did, but he refused.

Question: You are lying. According to the investigation, all of
the persons named by you were recruited to the illegal Menshevik
organization.

Answer: | thought that these people would join my Menshevik
group, because they knew my opinions and didn’t object to them.
But when | offered them to join the organization and this issue
became clearer to them, Shota Dvali and Sandro Kometiani
refused. As regards Chankvetadze, he backed away from me.”*

At one of the interrogations, Vardanashvili recalled how he
shared the idea of creating counter-revolutionary group with his
friend. “On April 29, 1937, | met Davit Tseradze in the yard of the
Opera Theatre in Rustaveli Avenue. | told him that | was going
to create a counter-revolutionary and Menshevik organization.
Tseradze didn’t approve of my decision. He thought it hasty and
advised me to find out if there was a similar organization in Tbilisi
to join. I answered that this was urgent, and that we had to create
a counter-revolutionary and Menshevik organization. If we would
later find out that there was already a similar organization in
Thilisi, we would disband our group and join that organization”.

The anti-Soviet group of students was indeed created, and
its members prepared for their first protest activities with the
celebration of Georgia’s Independence Day on 26 May. On that
day in 1937 at 3 PM, the young people were to gather in Kirov
Park to organize a protest meeting and disseminate proclamations.
Besides Vardanashvili, those most active in organizing this were
Tseradze, Chanturishvili and Tsiskarishvili. The agenda, drawn
up by Vardanashvili and Chanturishvili, included the following
topics: 1. The Social Democratic Party and the current plans of
the Menshevik organization. 2. Organizational issues. 3. Current
affairs.

The young people had printed counter-revolutionary
proclamations the night before. They gathered at Vardanashvili’s
flat once again and planned the demonstration. But the event was
aborted. Dimitri Vardanashvili failed appear at the appointed time
with his friends because he had already been arrested. Soon after,
Tsiskarishvili and Tseradze were also arrested. ©

Vardanashvili pleaded guilty to all charges, including that he
had recruited students.

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section |, f. 6, f. 37930, pp. 23-26.
5. Ibid., p. 30.
6. Ibid., pp. 27-29.
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The investigation of the students’ case lasted three months.
Then, on May 14, 1937, Dimitry Vardanashvili learned of his
indictment, which read as follows:

“The NKVD employees uncovered and liquidated an illegal
conspiracy, a Menshevik and counter-revolutionary group of
students headed by Dimitri Vardanashvili.

According to the investigation, this counter-revolutionary
illegal group aimed to overthrow Soviet power through counter-
revolutionary agitation, disseminating proclamations and appeals.
The group called on anti-Soviet parties and organizations to unite
in order to overthrow Soviet power and establish a bourgeois-
democratic government.””

The sentence was not long in coming.

On the basis of a resolution passed by the Military Board on
September 19, 1937, Dimitri Vardanashvili was sentenced to death
with confiscation of property, and Tsiskarishvili and Tseradze
were exiled for ten years.

The sentence was carried out the next day, and on September
21, 1937, the 21-year-old student was shot.

While working on the documents that are held in the archive,
we have had the opportunity to study many files. Vardanashvili’s
case stands out, however. We may say that Dimitri Vardanashvili
was a true hero, and the next generation should know his name by
all means.

7. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 6, f. 37930, p. 54.
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Lia Kereselidze

The Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs has a
collection, which combines the protocols created in 1937-1938
by the so-called “Troika” of the Politburo’s Special Committee
that were used to persecute more than 20,000 Soviet citizens.
These doctrines allowed the authorities to accuse individuals of
membership in different illegal, fascist, and espionage groups;
of participating in rebel, rightist, and counter-revolutionary
activities; of sympathizing with Trotskyists and terrorists; and
more generally of participation in subversive organizations, which
was colloquially referred to as, “cutting a tunnel from Bombay
to London.” Those who found themselves on the wrong side of
this policy were either executed or exiled without the right of
correspondence.

The Great Purge of 1937-38 did not occur haphazardly. Bright
Communism, as it was referred to in Soviet history books of the
latter half of the twentieth century, was also not introduced with
great solemnity and ovation. The Bolsheviks came to Georgia
with fire and malice, and fierce resistance met them. All Georgian
patriotic social classes, including the aristocracy, intelligentsia,
priesthood, workers, and the peasantry, fought for their homeland.
These combatants identified the attempt to conquer Georgia as
Russian, rather than Bolshevik, and there were many antagonists
willing to challenge the rule of their former sovereign. These
freedom-loving patriots were not afraid of the death and knew
their efforts were likely to fail. Of note are the Svanetian uprising
the rebellious activities of local leaders in the Kodori Gorge
and in Racha-Lechkhumi in 1921; the Khevsureti revolt and
demonstrations in Kakheti and Guria in 1922; and the August
Uprising, also known as the August Adventure, of 1924.
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The Military Center, the Independence Committee, the White
George in Georgia and Emigration, later SAMNO/SAMANI, the
Committee for the Liberation of Georgia, the National Liberation
Committee of Georgia, and Gorgasliani all collaborated to
compile an incomplete list of the anti-Soviet organizations
that inspected every step of the Georgian SSR. Through this
work, they were able to create a history of the state’s illegal,
underground activity.

This publication will draw the reader’s attention to a
predominately unknown anti-Soviet organization of 10-12
members, whose activities are detailed in the Archive of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs” archival file Ne35201. Although the
activity of this organization is unilaterally covered by the law
enforcement agency of a totalitarian regime, we can still evaluate
the document. In the course of covering their activities, we will
guide by conclusive resolutions of the case: *

In February 1935, special department of the People’s
Commissariat for Internal Affairs of the Georgian SSR revealed
and destroyed the counter-revolutionary, rebel and terrorist
organization of the Mensheviks, aiming to fight against Soviet
authority through the following methods:

Creation of armed guerilla detachments, which were to tasked
with conducting terrorist attacks against leading officials of the
Communist Party and Soviet authority, first of all, Comrade
Beria, Secretary of the Transcaucasian Military Committee of the
All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks);

Attempts to demoralize Soviet agriculture and collective
farms, and to conduct excesses at state and public institutions;

An attempt to create a military unit of Georgian workers’
and peasants’ in the Red Army. This battalion would be tasked
with conducting not only organizational and politically illegal
activities, but also stealing weapons for rebellion and terrorist
purposes.

The inquiry revealed that the head of this organization was
39-year old Serapion Targamadze (patronymic: Kristephore), a
former member of the counter-revolutionary Menshevik Party,
who was also a servant and a teacher in the village of Sajavakho,
in the Samtredia region. He was oppressed by the NKVD and the
Main Political Division many times.

S. Targamadze was accused of recruiting anti-Soviet young
people, most of whom were his little brothers’ friends, and of
creating the above mentioned organization at the end of 1932.

At the end of 1933 and at the beginning of 1934, their activity
became intense. They started to organize terrorist acts and form
rebel detachments.

The political platform of the organization

The political platform of the organization was a program
drawn by Serapion Targamadze based on Menshevik principles.
In the summer of 1933, Targamadze presented this program at an
illegal meeting in Khojevani Cemetery in Thilisi. The platform

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne2, page Nel25.
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focused on the following subjects:

1) The release of political
prisoners.

2) The evacuation of Russian
forces from Georgia, and the
declaration of Georgia’s full
independence.

3) Freedom of elections, the

press, meetings, etc.

4) The restoration of private property, or the return of
peasant’s lands to their original owners (this declaration did not
intend to redistribute factories, houses and old property back to
their former owners).

5) Joining, as well as seceding from, collective farms was
to be purely voluntary. Individual farmers and collective farmers
were to have equal rights in the case of being subsidized by the
government;

6) An individual farmer was to be granted the same amount
and quality of land as a collective farmer of the same region.

7) A 100 percent improvement of material and living
conditions of workers and employees.

According to Serapion Targamadze’s interrogation record
dated March 9, 1935, a few modifications were made to the
program:

1) A paragraph was added that stated the organization was
strongly opposed to collectivization; they intended to prohibit the
peasantry from joining collective farms; and aimed to disband
active collective farms, using violence when necessary.

2) Another paragraph was included specifying that only
Georgians were allowed to be members.

3) The group eliminated the phrase, “fight for socialism,”
from their program. Instead, they emphasized their intentions to
fight against socialism by any means necessary.

4) The organization was to be fascist.

Practical activity of the organization

Inquiries into the practical activities of Targamadze’s group
revealed that Serapion recruited A. I. Svanidze in 1926; A. V.
Nikitini and M. G. Bokelavadze in 1932; and G. V. Kutateladze
and S. E. Svanidze in 1933, when the organization started its
active counter-revolutionary activity.

Until 1931, Serapion Targamadze’s counter-revolutionary
activities were mainly on propaganda, by which he recruited his
acquaintances and provided them with the Menshevik literature.

During his arrest, he was caught in possession of the following
literature published abroad by the Mensheviks: the journal The
Independent Georgia, fall edition Ne87; the newspaper The
Voice of the Fight, fall editions Ne29, 30 and 31; and a brochure
dedicated to the 40" anniversary of the Menshevik Party of
Georgia. At his interrogation, he confessed that he received
the literature from Sandro Khundadze, representative of the
Mensheviks.
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In 1933, members of the organization reviewed the issue of
producing and disseminating counter-revolutionary literature. For
this reason, it was necessary to establish an illegal printing-house.

In the spring and summer of the same year, they disseminated
around 100 counter-revolutionary papers with the inscription,
“Fighters” and Workers” Detachment,” 2 in Kutaisi and Thilisi, in
the districts of Nakhalovka, Didube, and Vera, and along Kamo
street. These documents called on the masses to fight against
Soviet authority.

Special attention was paid to need to create an anti-Soviet unit
within the Workers’ and Peasants” Red Army. According to A. 1.
Svanidze, Serapion Targamadze instructed him to find dissatisfied
Red Army soldiers, and create groups of 2-3 men. Afterwards, he
would become a military commissioner of the organization.

Svanidze, Nikitini and Bokelavidze were engaged in
propaganda at the Workers” and Peasants’ Red Army. They also

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne2, page Ne353.
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sought to get weapons to create guerrilla detachments. The
following material evidence of these efforts was found after their
arrest: three revolvers, including two Nagans and one Parabellum,
a Berdanka, 7 Nagan bullets, 5 rifle bullets, and one revolver
holster. 3

They often used methods of expropriation and robbery to
find material resources. They extorted 10 rubles worth of gold
and 3,900 rubles from a Citizen Aganjanov, and robbed a store
named Trade of Georgia. In addition, Targamadze let them loot
Soviet Farm, as well as several state and cooperative points in
the village of Vazisubani in the Samtredia region. However,
the act of robbery, which was planned not only to improve the
material conditions of the counter-revolutionary organization,
but also to demoralize the state and cooperative sectors, was not
implemented as a standard operating procedure for the group.

Preparation of the terrorist attack against Comrade Beria,
Secretary of the Transcaucasian Military Committee of the
All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks)

In 1933, Serapion Targamadze, head of the organization
instructed members of his organization to start an active fight
against the Soviet authorities, and to conduct a terrorist attack
against the Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Georgia and the Secretary of the Transcaucasian Military
Committee of the All-Union Communist Party - Comrade
Lavrentiy Beria.

Targamadze, Kutateladze, Nikitini and Bokelavadze reviewed
this idea many times. At the interrogation they confessed that the
road to Kodzhori was considered the appropriate location for the

attack because officials, and particularly Beria, often went through

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne2, page Nel50.
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it as his family rested in Kodzhori. They
planned to get a bomb, as well as physical
and driver training to escape afterwards
in a stolen car. Although they planned

an ambush, the terrorist attack was not
conducted.

The material evidence of organizing
an attack was found in a letter from
Nikitini at Bokelavadze’s house.

According to the indictment, the letter covered details of
Beria’s assassination and a denunciation of Stalin. Archival
examination, however, did not find information on Beria’s
assassination or a denunciation of Stalin in this document.

Below is the letter that was considered as evidence by Soviet law

enforcement officers:

“1920/11 33 years
My friend, Misha!!!

First of all, my most sincere greetings to your dear mother,
Sona, and to Keto. My dear friend, | wish you a healthy life
together with your best friends. Misha, our friendship has become
strong. Although our first meeting was ordinary, relations between
us became stronger over time, and we have reached the highest
point of friendship. There is a tender feeling of friendship - of
love between us. The cause of our friendship is luckless Mishiko.
Although Mishiko himself could not be our friend, one thing is
clear. Before his death he was looking for us with his lifeless
eyes. Both of us were weeping before his lifeless and cold body.
Therefore, we lost a person who was a close friend to both
of us. For this reason, we are friends too. And that person we
were weeping for on November 8 connected us. The feeling of
friendship is a great thing. It is different from companionship.

In my opinion, there is a big difference between [these words].
Companionship is a trade term because two or more persons

who unite their finances when one of them does not have enough
money to conclude a trade agreement. However, there is not a
sense of unity between them. One companion never worries about
losing another one if it does not cause any financial loss. Friends
are absolutely different. There is a spiritual connection between
them and finances are not important. While friends can sacrifice
themselves for one another, companions cannot. We would have
cried over Mishiko even if his death had brought millions to us.
We prefer rubles with Mishiko to millions without him. We carry
such strong feeling in our heart. I am sure that nothing will be
changed until our hearts and bodies stop working as Mishiko’s
heart did. So, be brave along the way of life. Don’t you remember
Baratashvili’s poem, saying: ‘Don’t be afraid of a bitter enemy.’

I hope you will remember me too. I am fine physically.
However, my moral condition is awful. When | came back home,
| learnt the terrible news. My mother and Nina didn’t talk to one
another. | tried to improve the situation but I was not able to. The
thought of suicide even came to me. This is my life. Misha, | don’t
understand who is right and who is wrong — Nina or my mother.
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One thing is clear. One can’t be guilty without the assistance of
the other. This opinion is acknowledged by psychology. | don’t
know which of them is right. | know that both of them are wrong
before me. Their quarrel made me think of committing suicide. |
know you will be surprised at this news but everything is possible
in life. There is such wisdom: when a killer was asked: “Aren’t
you afraid of going to hell?” he replied: “For me my life has
turned into hell and nobody cares of a spirit in hell”. I am like that
killer. I am just wondering why this has happened to me. Now |
am like a dead spirit at home. | don’t care about anything. Today |
received your letter and was happy. If | visit, | will tell about this
in details... On February 20 I received your letter. | don’t know
when you sent it because the letter is not dated. Remember that
when sending a letter, you should write a date. You are writing
about the leather. However, due to my situation at home, | did
nothing about the money. If an uncle brings the leather, 1 will
send it immediately if I am not able to come myself. However,
bringing the leather and money is an important task. Misha, you
can learn from Tevdoradze if you are given a scholarship. Write
to me if you learn. You are a big man. Being an apprentice is a
big deal. If you wait a little, I will resign Beria and appoint you
on his post. Don’t worry about the frame. | will bring the frame
too when | arrive. Mother has already ordered it. Misha, visit
Serapion on weekends. He has my book, Three Times. Tell him
you want to read the book and take it from him. You like that
book a lot. Keep it and add it to your books. Now | am richer in
books than you are. For this reason, | give it to you... Mother was
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bod bydmmds o6 g9ambmb 3medsb@gmmds, 3s@sms
bs6b o9 Imagea 3oz N9633gdmdady, d93ag
3960sb 3mgbbba 0d 3060b 3330989mb s 96
©33603653 dob 36530gdmdsdgE. Mo330b dgbobgd d9b6
b9 3g0bnbgd mogh. Hm3 Rsdmgam Madzobag Rodmzgn@ b,
RIRS oYM > R339396. P339 RBYgoPmas 3o39mgde.
80385, LgFogombmsb Bnwn ©aLzgbgdal mgl, 0dsb Rgdn
Boabo d3L ,Lodn EMMYds* Yoboma Bsgombgs Babws
0dzs s godmommza. 396 ab Bogbo domasb 8mabmbl

5 3dmbrgl RatnBbg 396l Bngbgddn, g xgM-xgMmdom
MRG™ dosMo 306 Bogbgdom g0ty g6, s8obamgals
3003m3 08 Bogbb. ...0gms bmgggma8a ogm s GHmam(s
09053 BombGs bazmeago dadns ©s dogmms bsgmesg
8gm3omgmdadns, dodos bigem ymggm emg babogmemdg
o0l s &oMob, Bnbms bmggmadn Babgms, doms g9&
mdmgd 08 baeabob Lagm@emdal. dndosl @egdamgdas 8ads
oy Ba8mgngl Bggbs g3bsbmb abg o6 Bagngbm. 303y,
Rbgodggdl BgMamon gomabegby, 8nnmgb o oMs o6 go(30,
BgFomo o a08mabagbm Im3bgHg Bmam® sGngb. g
obmo 3oMasmss. Imznmbgs: ©9©sd, 56@mb3s, 60bs3 ws
(39896008. 88 BgMomb Hm8 abgMoo mgomsd Bocmbmo
dmgombgs Rodgbgms gobmmgd 3ob mbmgbol s gomgma
30l 8og0g6 Imzombgel. Ig@o stoggma™

1935 Brmob ;gdgMgom-3o68dn osds@0dmgl,
305b33oMnmgl:

1) LgAs3omb JMabBgxmMgb dg msmMasdsdy,
odo@gdymon 1896 Bgmb Lod@Mmgwnol Honmbdon, gmgbo,
Lodymamm gobosmemgdom, 89639303960 g39M©0nb
ymgomo 9336mbo mgagen, 896993030600 3o oabs
Bg360 1917 Brmoob, o358 086gdal 3mdgb@dn bmgge
bogogobmb smbmosbo bgmeab 8sbbogmadgma. 3ogzoboab
Boogm®mmdmgaba 6800l badbgmm &Madmbamal 1935
Brmob 29-20 s3Gamab Ne33 gobsRgbals dabgogam Bagboge
b398 s 30MoEo Jmbgdals 3mbaabgazns;

2) aoméaa (3mgm) 35bsGambalb dg 35mmasba,
oda@gdymon 1902 Bgmb, LadBMgonalb Meombals
ymgomo 3bbgomo 30Bsm8gmmdgmals dgoemn, Lodmsemm
396smmgdal, bodofggmmb (303-m0b 5GLgdyma
Lobaarmb a08ag, 89639303960 30600l Byzca 1921
Brmowsb, 1929 Bgmb 39639303060 bogddnsbmdal godm
0358080 gdmmo nym babgm8bagm 3memod ozt
LoddoMonggmmb mMasbmgdol 3ngM, Jobgomo
3gmbos adnmgdoma 3ndomds 1 Bemoom. 3og3obonl
Boogm®mdmgaba 56800l badbgmm &mMadabamal 1935
Brmob 29-20 s3Gamab Ne33 gobsBgbals dabgognm Bagboges
b398 8 30MoEo Jmbgdals 3mbaabgazns;

3) 3emandgm goamb dy mamasdsdy, madswgdeemo
1907 Bgemb, LodEMgmanl Monmbadn, gemgbn, sdarn
33bammgdoom, ymgoemo dmbadbobydy, 35803 gdals
Mmb — m3qdggzema. Jogbogs 10 Bgema, LLES biyb-ab
396Lo 3o gdamo Lamosmdammb 15. 01. 1948 bemals
oEagbomgdom, aomagalbamms 358ndMmdosb s
Gmam@s bz badodn gmgdgb@n, 5 Brno gorssbabemgl
39996m30b mend80.5 LLE 3 Lyb-ab gobLsgNMGdmma
Lomomdammb 12. 12. 1951 Bemab @awagbomgdoom,
a5035babemgl Bmgmbodomlb ol mmddn.t LLE 3 Hdsmmgba
LobaBsMmommb badbgmm 3mmgaoolb 19. 09. 1957 Bemals
356R0bgdam, boddg BomBmgdnm dgbyws absdogemals
39850a96mmdal sGoMbgdmdal godm.

4.3LL s@gogo, | 30by., 3. 6, Lostgogm bagdg Ne35201, 8. 2, a3. 318.
5. 0439, a3- 197.
6. 0439, ag- 183.

in the village. She said that poor uncle and auntie are in a grim
condition. Every day uncle goes to the cemetery and cries. | want
to go to the village but I can’t see them in an agony of grief. Uncle
told mother to visit them if you visited. Misha, | have sent a letter
to the Chkheidze family. But | don’t know they received it or

not. If you send a letter to me, let me know how they are. Mother
feels better now. Regards from mother, Anton, Nina and Tsaburia.
While writing this letter, Leila asked me to send you her regards
too. So | comply with her request. That’s it.”*

In February and March, 1935 these persons were arrested,
brought to trial and sentenced:

1) Serapion Targamadze (patronymic: Kristephore)
—born in 1896 in the Samtredia region. Social status — peasant.
Education — secondary. Occupation — former officer serving at
the Menshevik Guard; Member of the Menshevik Party since
1917. When he was arrested he served as a teacher in the village
of Sajavakho. Based on Resolution Ne33 passed by the Military
Tribunal of the Caucasian Red Army on 20-29 April, he was
sentenced to be executed with confiscation of property.

2) Giorgi (Kocho) Besarion Kaloyan (patronymic:
Besarion) —born in 1902; Social status — son of a former
agrarian at the Samtredia region. Education — secondary.
Occupation — head of the canteen of the Executive Committee of
Georgia. Member of the Menshevik Party since 1921. In 1929,
the organs of the State Political Administration arrested him for
his Menshevik activities. He was sentenced to one year of forced
labor. Based on the Resolution Ne33 passed by the Military
Tribunal of the Caucasian Red Army on 20-29 April, he was
sentenced to be executed with confiscation of property.

3) Vladimer Targamadze (patronymic: Gigo) — born in
1907, in the Samtredia region; Education — low. Social status —
former employee. He was unemployed when he was arrested. He
was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment. Based on a resolution
passed by the Special Advisory Board of the State Security
Service of the USSR on January 15, 1948, he was released from
prison, and as a socially dangerous element, he was sent into exile
in Kemerovo Oblast for five years.® Based on a resolution passed
by the Special Advisory Board of the State Security Service of
the USSR on December 12, 1951, he was exiled to Novosibirsk
Oblast. ® Based on a resolution passed by the Military Board of
the Supreme Court of the USSR on September 19, 1957, the case
was suspended due to the absence of elements of offence.

4) Mikheil Bokelavadze (patronymic: Gerasime) — born in
1914 in the Samtredia region. Social status — peasant. Education
— secondary technical. Occupation — unemployed. Based on the
Resolution Ne33 passed by the Military Tribunal of the Caucasian
Red Army on 20-29 April, he was sentenced to be executed with

confiscation of property.

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne2, page Ne318.

5. Ibid., page Nel197.

6. Ibid., page Nel83.
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4) dabgom 3965badgb dg dmzgmsgady,
ado@gdnma 1914 Byl bsdEMmgraolb Msambda, gmgbo,
Ladmamm Ggdbogncn asbsmmygdom, 1dndggstio.
39335b00b Bomgmocmdmzgseba o630l badbgomm
BM0dbaoal 1935 Bemal 29-20 s3Moemals Ne33 asbshgboo,
3ngbogs obzMg@e s 3oMsown Jmbgdals 3mbagab gazns;

5) aom@man 3gbadambab dg Jyomsmgmasdy,
©3350q89mo 1912 Bgmb bad@mgwanlb Moombdo,
6306030l 3mbedbabay@al Igomo, dsmemgbo
30bsmmgdam, Ladmm-abygobgo, 3ofggmo Jofmmma
©030D00b 30Mggma bosMGomgGom 3men 3ol
BoorgmaBngmo. 39339b00b Bomgmom@mmadmgebo o680l
Lodbgmm GM0dnbaomal 1935 brol 29-20 s3Gomals
Ne33 gobofgbam, Bagbags obzfg@e s 3nMsmo Jmbgdals
3M6g0b 35 (509;

6) >5mgqLsbomg gobamalb dg bogn§aba
(3ngdgemady), @sdswgdama 1908 Bgemb LodEMmgooal
o0mb3n, gemgbo, badygsmm qd6nznco gobsmmadoom,
39-2 Joormmo oz30b00b 3o3doMasddnmmdal
3o 39no ds@omambab bzmmab 39@LsbEoa,
SbamasbMEs JoMdLobGoms mMasbadsznab Bgzha 1927
Brosb. Mgdmgbomgdamo o6 ymgome. 3o33oboob
Boorgm@mmdmgaba 56800l badbyemm GmMadmbamoal
1935 Bmob 29-20 3ol N233 gobsRgbom, dagbogs
363698 8 30MoEn Jmbgdals 3mbazabga(zns;

7) 530656 03563L dg Lgsbady, sdsYEYmn 1902
Bgmb, Logogdamm 3mBnbab@mma 3omEab (3) BggHa
1930 Bmosb, gemgbo bmbydal Gsombowasb, 1930
Byl @osdmogms 88096 3o330b0ob aMGogema bgmems,
Logo®omnggmmb 89-2 @ngnbonb 89-2 LssMGamgHom
3mem 30l m38gmantoa, 3963930 3m60 3amGoab Bz
1926 Brmosb. Mg3mabomgdamoa o6 ymgams. 30335L00b
Boogmo®mmdmgaba 56800l badbgemm GmMadabamoal
1935 Bmob 29-20 s3Gnal Ne33 gobohgbom, dagbogs
363698 s 30MoEo Jmbgdals 3Mbaabgazns;

8) 39603306 gg3mndglb dg mgmos, odsmgdeemo
1911 Bgemb L8 Mgoanl Maomban, amagba, badmsmm
a9bsmmgdoom, ymgoma sem 33 bgzcn, 3gdomdws
3Mm3gMa803d0. Bngbogs 10 bgmo. LLEZ MBommgba
Lobedamommb Ladbgmm gmmmaganal 19. 09. 1957 Brals
a56R0bgdom, bogdg Batdmgdom dgbyms absdsmmals
d9350a96mmdob smembgdmdal aodm s 0go
g580mo@nfgdamaos.

9) Lodmb gMm3nemgb dg Lgsbady, dSEIdMmN
1908 bymb Jamaabol Hoombdn, gmgbo, gdsmmabo
3360030, badmm-0bgabgHa, |3mdgzema. 3ogzoboob
Boorgm@mmdmgaba 6800l badbgmm &mMadmbamoal
1935 Bmob 29-20 s3Gaemalb Ne33 gobsRgboo dngbags
3636980 8 30MeEn Jmbgdals 3Mbazabgazns;

dom dgggommom badstmggmmb LbE LL 3 58-

8 (8gmmMobB o 5g@n) ©s 58-11 (ymggmagstn
ma5b0Dgdgmo Jdgmgds, dodsGmmo sbsdsymmes
3mbsdbogdmom 56 Rsbowgbsw) dnbmmgda.

10) semgdLsbemyg JAab@gammglb dg msmasdsdy,
©3d50909ma 1910 Bgmb bad@Fgoanl Moombdo,
MBommabo gobsmmgdoom, 3d969dqm-0640bgF0, o33
B30 1927 Brmosb, LogsGmggmmb Lad@gbggmm
3Mm3gMo8 030l 568 gmol mogdgomdaty. dngbogs
10 Bgemo. bLbE 3 MBocmmgbo Lobedsmmmmb Ladbgomm
3mmganab 19. 09. 1957 6. 306Rnbgdnom, baddy bomd8mgdom
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5) Giorgi Kutateladze (patronymic: Besarion) — born in
1912 in the Samtredia region. Social status — son of the railway
employee. Education — higher, specializing in mining engineering.
Occupation — serving at the 1% Artillery Regiment of the 1%
Georgian Division. Based on the Resolution Ne33 passed by the
Military Tribunal of the Caucasian Red Army on 20-29 April, he
was sentenced to be executed with confiscation of property;

6) Alexandre Nikitini (Mikeladze) (patronymic: Vasil)
—born in 1908 in the Samtredia region. Social status — peasant.
Education — secondary technical. Occupation — cadet at the school
of Separate Battalion of Communications of the 2" Georgian
Division. In 1927 he joined the Young Marxist Organization. Non-
oppressed. Based on the Resolution Ne33 passed by the Military
Tribunal of the Caucasian Red Army on 20-29 April, he was
sentenced to be executed with confiscation of property;

7) Amiran Ivane Svanidze (patronymic: Ivane) — born
in 1902. In 1930 he joined the All-Union Communist Party
(Bolsheviks). Social status — peasant from the Sukhumi region.
Education — in 1930 he graduated from the Transcaucasian Party
School. Occupation — serving as a platoon commander at the 2M
Artillery Regiment of the 2" Georgian Division. In 1926 he joined
the Menshevik Party. Non-oppressed. Based on the Resolution
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Ne33 passed by the Military Tribunal of the Caucasian Red Army
on 20-29 April, he was sentenced to be executed with confiscation
of property;

8) Beniamin Telia (patronymic: Ekvtime) — born in 1911
in the Samtredia region. Social status — peasant. Education-
secondary. Former member of the Komsomol. Occupation
— collective farm. He was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment.
Based on a resolution passed by the Military Board of the
Supreme Court of the USSR on September 19, 1957, the case
was suspended due to the absence of elements of offence. He was
rehabilitated.

9) Simon Svanidze (patronymic: Ermile) — born in 1908 in
the Kutaisi region. Social status — peasant. Education — higher,
specializing in mining engineering. Occupation — unemployed.
Based on the Resolution Ne33 passed by the Military Tribunal of
the Caucasian Red Army on 20-29 April, he was sentenced to be
executed with confiscation of property;

The above-mentioned persons were charged under Article 58-
8 (Terrorist Acts) and Article 58-11 (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes)
of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code.

10) Alexandre Targamadze (patronymic: Kristephore)
—born in 1910 in the Samtredia region. Education — higher,
specializing in mining engineering. In 1927 he joined Komsomol.
Occupation — chairman of the Georgian industrial cooperative. He
was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment. Based on a resolution
passed by the Military Board of the Supreme Court of the USSR
on September 19, 1957, the case was suspended due to the
absence of elements of offence.

11) Nina Kimeridze (patronymic: loseb) — born in 1913
in the city of Khashuri. Social status — daughter of a railway
engine driver. Education — secondary technical. Former member
of Komsomol. Occupation — unemployed when arrested. She was
found not guilty and released.

These two persons were charged under Article 58-12 (Non-
reporting of a counter-revolutionary activity) of the Georgian SSR
Criminal Code.

Before the execution, the head of the organization, Serapion
Targamadze, sent a notice of repentance to the Military Court” and
the Military Prosecutor of the Transcaucasian Red Army.8 He also
wrote a letter to Lavrentiy Beria. This letter is presented below:

“Urgent
To the First Secretary of the Georgian Communist Party,
Lavrenty Beria
From prisoner Serapion Targamadze
Notice
We (not everyone) had an aim, and more precisely, it was a
common crazy idea of conducting a terrorist attack against you
in the summer of 1933. For this reason, seven persons, including

7. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne3, page Nell5.
8. Ibid., p.120.
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me were sentenced to death last night. We believe that our crime
is not so big. Therefore, we appeal to you with the following
request: Don’t shot us! Don’t do it! Otherwise, we assure you that
you won’t be able to rest in peace, and it won’t contribute to the
development of socialism...

If you don’t comply with this request, please, don’t shot us
until May 4 of this year so that we can celebrate the holiday on
May 1.

From prisoner S. Targamadze who is almost in his grave
30/1V-35
ST

The letter of repentance didn’t work for the Military Court or
the Military Prosecutor, and Lavrenti Beria didn’t relent for fear
of his death. He didn’t prolong the condemned persons’ life even
for two days. The file contains a top secret letter written by the
Chairman of the Military Tribunal of the Caucasus Red Army,
Chairman Pevtsov. According to the document, on the night of
April 20, 1935, the condemned persons were executed. °

According to the Soviet authorities, Targanadze’s group was
an anti-Soviet, rebel, counter-revolutionary, terrorist, and fascist
organization, even though it did not have a name. The question
is, however, was this small group from a tiny province in Georgia
truly aiming to overthrow a state that covered half of the earth’s
land mass with only three revolvers and twelve bullets? Was
it a real threat to the powerful Communist empire? Were their
testimonies true? The methods applied to prisoners by the Soviet
government’s hangmen in order to get confessions are well known
and documented. Based on these confessions, seven persons
were executed. It is noteworthy that the death of a few hundred
thousand people meant nothing to the great leaders of socialism
and the proletariat, which were established in favor of the people.

9. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, archival file Ne35201,
volume Ne3, page Nel17.
10. Ibid., page Ne110.
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gm0 8s6:350dy
Sbodgmons bgemobagemgds gb ool SoGmbydmdals ngh SChOOIerS Versus
gobgomom gdols mdsmemgbo boggbamo, .
FHmdgerbog ab@mGogmom dmgeob @omgdgs”. Soviet Power
bogm!
1935 Bemab 21 8360l badsmggmmb bbe Mary Barbakadze

30bLob3m3ob 53530b Mongsbymegamagds sd5dab
00Bmgob 8mbBagmggdom ©anb@gmgbos s dgbodsdobn
Ma5bmgdnbasb domo 358 0dMgdals bLobgsoals

353985 3mombmgs. 33s3MHM s, dobbabzmadals

“Soviet power is the highest level of serfdom,
leading to destruction”.

53590l Mongobymazomadowsb Moombals 3GmnGmaL NFO!
LooEMImme 58 ymdabgdgb, Hm3 babs msdom Junhgddan

Bo30mbam-bmz0omab@nm-gedabEnmds mMasbodsznsd On April 21, 1935, the Abasha Regional Department of
3b@abadgmms Bobnomal 3Gim gmada(3ngda gosgd(zgme. the Georgian NKVD took an interest in high school students

Lobg (3003 oG ooyMzbs s 0339 ML ©o3580dMgL in Abasha. Permission was demanded for the students’ arrest,

53580b s0bmgeob dg-9 @ 9g-10 geroboob 3mbBageggdob  and the Abasha Regional Department prosecutor was secretly
6sBnmon.? 94380860 gdal o35 0dMds ©

informed that anti-Soviet proclamations had been disseminated in
3mB3ggd0l s gombgs Madmgbndg mzg gogmdgmms.

the streets during the night by a nationalist, socialist and fascist
organization.
The permission was not long in coming, and some of the 9"

bod8ab dogdab 3Gm(39L3n Boemggg 398mn 33907696

03653539930, 535353 3mbBsgmgms 13g@gbmds
0930 MEsbsdoygmmm s(3bogdws, bobamds 30 smasms

©365dsmmo. and 10" graders were arrested on the same day.? The investigation
d0gdo8 osEanbs, Hm3 1935 Bemalb 05635630 53530l of the accused and the interrogation of the witnesses took several

s0bmgedo 3g-9 jerobob dmbBagmyg semgdbabey months, and the perpetrators were revealed. While most of

303960b dg 3333030053 Bodmoygormnds badgmans detained students pleaded not guilty, some pleaded guilty.

byemobiggregdob Babssrdrgy 8godmere, bagombacs- The investigation uncovered that in January 1935, the Abasha

[
- M0, 56 o) . o
Lo 0omobyy@-godabéymo, soregaoeryo school 9" grader Alexandre (son of Pemen) Makalatia created =
mfg60ba (308, BmMIgma 15 bgz@b sg@mnsbgdos. ) o o ) o ) 8
maoBobsanb Bg3@g0 0gg66 Bobogg msba@mmadn an illegal nationalist, socialist and fascist organization fighting >
08539 bgmmol 3mbagggdo: 33530 3sMEsemgndzamo, against Soviet power. The organization consisted of 15 of his 5
LyGam 335335, bogm gogoMsgs, 3oge gogoMmsss, school mates, including Akaki Mardaleishvili, Sergo Gvazava, §
33bogm 30806m3gzaman, 33530 bm3Gsans, dnbs Niko Kacharava, Kiku Kacharava, Vasil Miminoshvili, Akaki %
3™3s09, byFMam (3m3s0s, Jomazs R3bxMI3S, ™Y3d ®
1. National and fascist organization, MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond %
1. Bo30mbo-3530bG o mEgsbadaz0s, bLogsGmggmmb dbb Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Ne3, p. 29.
s@gogo, | 30by., . 6, Logdg 35132, §. 3. gu&. 29. 2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Nel,
2. 0439, &- 1, goe. 22-23. p. 22-23.
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2@bgdmdal mGo ;mgalb gobdsgmmdoedno mMgababs(308
3mobym mabo sMomgasmamo d936M9ds, bawa(s
3960bamgdmes Ladgmms bgmabagmadolb Bobssmdoga
80dsogmo bbgoobbgs LomMgasbobsom mgds:
3M808)9&0b 998503 9b6emmds, sb@nboddmms g (3emgdabs
©33bsEgde-g3M(39mgdol bagombo, mMasbadsznal
BgLrgds, Ladmgdgom 39a8s, 3ogd0Mnb sdyatgds
39686056 ©s bbgs.?
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4. 0439, &- 3, goes- 41
5. 0439, &- 2, (3. 204.
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Khoshtaria, Mikha Tsomaia, Sergo Tsomaia, Shalva Janjghava,
Luka Sharukhia, Petre Papava, Simon Khelidze, Samuel Simonia
and Grigol Gabelaia.® A notebook of anti-Soviet notes was found
during the search conducted by the NKVD officers. Here is one of
the notes:

“Appeal to the Working People:

Comrade workers: All of you can see that you are slaves of the
government. You see that nothing belongs to you but your soul.
| can say that even your soul does not belong to you. Collective
farming was introduced in favor of the authorities who divide
your labor among themselves. While their stomachs get larger,
you are getting poorer [...] While the price of your agricultural
produce is decreasing, the price of manufactured goods is
increasing ... They are preparing the ground to impoverish you,
so you will be easier to control. Sucking your blood, they seek to
turn you in slaves. We call on you to fight once and for all against
this horrible, grim and oppressing situation. We call on you to
unite against the bloodsuckers. Fight for the working class, and to
improve the conditions of the working people”.

During its two-month existence, the organization held four
illegal meetings to discuss various organizational issues against
Soviet power, including the composition of the committee, how to
produce and disseminate anti-Soviet proclamations, the charter of
the organization, an action plan, establishing contacts with other
dissenters, and other issues.®

On February 15, 1935, the first meeting of the illegal
organization was held at the school stadium in Abasha, with
four people present. The next large meeting was held at the 10
graders’ classroom in early March. At this meeting they discussed
issues related to the name and the committee of the organization.
Mikheil Tsomaia suggested to his classmates that they name

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Ne3, p. 14.
4. lbid., p. 41.
5. lbid., v. 2, p. 204.
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LabGgo (GgFHmEabEma).

7. @oomgqm bgzmdg Abmdad-3o35mgMonl
dgmgomyncgmdol bagmdggmdyg 398mbBIgdmm agbol
ooommgqmo bggfo ymgge dz00 ©wmgda, d9damdab
BgbogHa bgmgmmdal 30bbno.”

bgym gfomgon@o badydam 393

1. bgm 3g(300069mds s 3Mgds dmbymdacm adbsl
»ggdn byorgg.

2. aobbommuem s 08341303959 0dbsl bagombo bgym
80Dob 58m(30698%g.

3. bgm mgomgyma Bgzcio 20 3o 0wsb 25
83M0masdg 8m3Dorgdam ndbsl bmasw basdobm
®9MM000.
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the organization after Trotsky, because the acting Trotskyist
organizations would then instruct them. But the majority
approved of A. Makalatia and A. Khoshtaria’s proposal to call
the organization “The National Social and Fascist Organization.”
At that time, fascism and defending the interests of individual
nations and property rights were deeply established in Western
Europe. The committee of the organization was elected at the
meeting, consusiting of Akaki Mardaleishvili as chairman, Vasil
Miminoshvili as secretary, and members Alexandre Makalatia,
Petre Papava and Mikheil Tsomaia. The members of the editorial
board, as well as a “light cavalry” were selected at the same
meeting. Petre Papava became a head of the “light cavalry”, and
Mikheil Tsomaia — its member. Akaki Khoshtaria became head of
the editorial board. They discussed the issue of discipline, as well
as the organization charter and the action plan.

“The NSFO Charter

1) No one is allowed to be late for trainings or convened meetings;

2) “Irresponsibility” shall be eradicated once and for all, and
every member shall feel a great responsibility;

3) No impatience or haste are permitted during discussions;

4) No groundless disagreements among members or delays
based on private interests are permitted;

5) No disagreement among members or betrayals are
permitted;

6) Any suspected of betrayal shall be strictly punished
(through a terrorist act)

7) Every member shall be controlled through the “light
cavalry-based” surveillance once in seven days, aiming at keeping
normal process of working.”

NSFO’s one-month action plan

1) NSFO’s trainings and meetings shall be held five times a month;

2) Issues related to NSFO’s objectives shall be reviewed and
elaborated;

3) Between March 20 and April 25, every member of NSFO
shall study general theory;

4) Ensure strong discipline and based on discipline establish
contacts with similar organization;

5) The NSFO will begin obtaining paper for the proclamations,
and publish them as soon the typewriter is procured.

6) Conduct agitation and propaganda against the bloodsucking
enemies among the working masses guardedly and carefully.

Akaki Mardaleishvili
Vasil Miminoshvili
15 February, 19357 ¢

The members of the organization searched in vain for a leader
for two and a half months. At the meetings they declared that it
was very difficult to find a head for the youth organization, as
nobody wanted to assume this responsibility.

The chairman of the committee, Akaki Mardaleishvili,
organized the second illegal meeting at the collective market. At
the meeting, the members decided to produce and disseminate
anti-Soviet proclamations. They tried to attract the attention of
the older generation and to get into contact with them. In April of

6. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Ne3, p. 34.
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the same year, A. Mardaleishvili and Samuel Simonia, who had
5 rubles with him, bought a bottle of glue, a notebook and some
carbon paper. They produced anti-Soviet proclamations at A.
Mardaleishvili’s flat and disseminated them in the streets at night.
The text of this proclamation is presented below:

“Stop!

Soviet power is the highest level of serfdom, where the
condition of the working people is worse than before.

Collective farming is a tool of the government, making it
easier to loot the peasantry. We call on you, the working class, to
stop supporting this deceptive government! Fight against them
with all your might.

Long live the supremacy of the working class! Down with
poisonous people! Down with working liars and the bloodsuckers
of the working people!

You were slaves of one man before, but now you are slaves of
different men. You must fight against them!”

On April 25, 1935, the Abasha Regional NKVD arrested the
head of the organization, A. Makalatia. His interrogation protocol
of April 27 reads:

Question: Why did you call your organization fascist and not
use a different name?

Answer: We called our organization fascist because fascism
has gained victory over the other parties in Germany, Italy, Poland
and other places.

Question: Makalatia, do you know the program of fascist
parties, or their objectives and interests?

Answer: | didn’t know and don’t know their program. |
think that fascism fights against Soviet power, which aims to
subordinate the entire world. Fascism defends private property
and the interests of individual nations. I was also interested in
defending private property and the interests of the Georgian
nation, fighting against Soviet power. For this reason, I demanded
that our organization be called fascist. The other members
approved of my idea.

Question: Makaltia, why do you think that all government
activities are against the national interests of Georgia?

Answer: | know from ancient history that Georgians were
always a freedom-loving nation. The Georgian nation is not
protected under Soviet power.

Question: What makes you think that the Georgian nation is
not protected?

Answer: The Georgian nation is not protected because
Georgia is overwhelmed with Russians. Collective farming is
not adapted to the Georgian character, it has been mechanically
borrowed from the Russian reality.

Question: Makalatia, what makes you think like that?

Answer: My dissatisfaction towards Soviet power came from
the repeated arrests of my father Pemen Makalatia, as a Trotskyist.
"Question: Why do you think that your father’s repeated arrest

7. A. Makalatia’s father, Pemen Makalatia, residing in the village of

Zanati, was expelled from the party in 1929. In 1931-33 he was arrested

for anti-Soviet and anti-collective farming agitations. In April 1937, he was
rearrested for joining Trotskyist and counter-revolutionary organizations. On
August 9, 1938, based on Article 58-10 and Article 58-11 of the Colleague
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is connected with the idea that Georgians can’t accommodate
themselves to collective farming? What do these two things have
in common?

Answer: | came to the conclusion during conversations with
my friends that Georgians are oppressed, and they can’t adopt
themselves to collective farming.

Question: Which member of your organization brought up this
matter and persuaded the others of its correctness?

Answer: | can’t answer this question.

Question: Makalatia, why can’t you answer the question?
What’s the matter?

Answer: The thing is that | don’t know who said it.

Question: Makalatia, you talked so much about this that you
are completely certain of its validity. For this reason, you created
an illegal fascist organization against Soviet power. You say that
you don’t know who said it. You are lying. Nobody believes you.

Answer: | can’t answer. | don’t know anything... Do whatever
you want with me”.®

Following the arrest of the members of the organization,
threating letters against the NKVD officers were posted on the
door of Abasha Regional Department building. The NKVD
thought that the members of the organization, especially Sergo
Tsomaia, wrote these letters. In April 1935, Tsomaia was
arrested together with his classmates. He was soon released, and
tasked with cooperating with the NKVD as an agent, providing
information on the other members of the organization, or face
harsh punishment. He was then rearrested for failing to cooperate

of Criminal Cases of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR, he was
sentenced to ten years of imprisonment with deprivation of the right to vote
for five years.

8. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Neo, file Ne35132, volume Ne2, p. 113.

43

www.archive.security.gov.ge



3933390 BgMomagdo Bos3mgl. BgGomal s38mMgdoc
d0bLobgmab Mm3gm3ndszgda mMasbobszanl bygmgdl
800Rby300696, 3gMdme, bgGam (3mIsnsb. LyMgm
(3MB8505, M3BGMEMadmsb ghmaw, 1935 brab s3Gomdn
©5535803M gl o omazg goomazabygmgl dobbabmdmsb
RO 05653d0M3mmdol obboom. dob ¢bos
3096m@gdabs (36mdgd0 mMasbadszaol Lbgs bggzmgdals
gbobgd, Boboomdmga d98mbzgzedn onbyggdmeo
mBommabo babggmom. b. (3m3s0s Bablbobgmdmsb
36056533Mm3mmdal s 3 Jstal bgFomgdals
393039030l g0dm bgmobms ss3s@0dmgl.’

Log3gbg Lagedmdogdm 3Mmm(3L0lb EsLEYmMadals
398093 96@0bodgmms mMasbadsznab 394860l
3GomEgdom, Lagd. LLE Lobb. bad. 3mogdLolb 58-10, 58-
1110 8ybmgdoo 336585399850 (369L o 3obybobagdsda
80b(39L MMasb0bs(300L10 bgzco:

3emgdLsbrMg 303960l dg Fsz5mdmns, odowgdamo
1919 B9, 5353l Msombol bme. bsbsmdn, ymggama
&Om330bE 0L dgomo, bsdsMmsmda sfygmggoemo, dg-9
3abob 3mbbogmy;

33330 33boeoab dg dsMEamgndgzame, ods@gdymo
1917 Bgemb, 3(3bm3Mgdo ©ads 8353830, 3sbmbabggdsedo
sfymgomo,q3sm@om, 3md3o3d0M0wsb gamabymo dab
039330 ymxzbob byyMgomal sGaMbgdmdol gsdm, 3g-10
3eobolb dmbBogmy;

gobam 3mBLES6EN6gL dg 3ndnbmIgzama,
ads@gdymoa 1915 Bgmb, d3bmgMgdo ©sds 5353530,
356G om, 3sbmbabggdedo sGymagama, 33-9 3emsobal
3mbbogmy;

33530 gmdendgmab dg bmd@sns, odowgdama
1916 bgmb, 33bmgHgda 53530b Moombal bma.
Lobmd@omomda, 3obmbabagdada stygmagama, @3sMBGom,
89-9 3emabob 8mbBaogmy;

dabgoem Lg3z960560b dg (3mIsns, sdowgdamo
1915 B9, 3(3bmgMgdo ©ads sdsdsdn, gmeznma
3™M8393306gma, 35Lybabagdedan stymaaemo, 8g-9 3mabab
3mbbogmy;

39869 bogmmmbab dg 353535, odomgdeemo
1919 Bgmb, 33bmgMgda ods 5353530, 3585 — gmggaemo
m3mDozombgFa. 3sL4ybabagdsdn symanema, 89-9
3eobob dmbBogmy;

3omégan 6gb@mmab dg a53gm0s, sdsgdyma
1918 bgmb, 33bmgMgda bmgg. 353530, M3 G0m,
3obybobggdeda symegnema, 89-9 3emabob 8mbBsgmy;

L3dygem MmEogsb@glb dg Ladmbas, Esdsgdnma
1918 B, 3(3bmzMgdo 93530L Honmbal bmgs. sbse
535d5d0, 3G om, 3sbababggdsdn o6 ymggawo, 39-9
3eobob dmbbogmy;

356m33 (3mg3n) Bogmmmbab dg 3odomsgs,
odo@gdymo 1915 Bgmb, 33bmgMgda bmes. 853530;

LyFagm omdsb dg (3m3sns, sds©gdma 1918

9. Logotoggamb bl stgngo, | 3oby., 3. 6, b. 35132, 8. 2, gues. 370.

10. bagoBmggmmb badgmms bmgosmab@gmo Hgbdndmoagol 1928
Beob Lobbemol Lsdsammoal gmegdLbolb msbsbdsw, 58-10 dxbema
aobbdmdl 53089300 3GM30a560L badgmams bgmabygmgdals
obadbmdaw, 58-11 Igbmo — 3mbGHEgz3mmey30Ho MmEasbodszool
B936mdab @ 3/ LogBnsbmdab.

44

mgnotgal mg 8 a. él" ; pal
1935 Fopn's 27 w3fupa « H')J /

By MBbabyIol o Bachl FonT by . noFeln 34 . g ool parjoaby .

dagupomng op qfUobpis Joddp fnbdy

1917 p . bng. Bafoen Ugslol-agip

adathl Auonbo Jofagopn bmy Lad.
"':awﬂ“wu 9328974 Opu

b fMapo . apaba .
lsnagg aana ub. L. Babat
genali
0 mry dao 9 gaom
und.xm&g By mhofn bg&_;g?) FomSo
wge By guabmiopoe posa gm odal
-u.:r Foapg pimi wdathl oafipopedb
8gumg jpoboll Smpomy ado gam of
wdup Fuding . 0. dufgol Faafio
5.;!11&@;2.3‘:};&1 o7 wmpu (X2

» Gmgpo fAngo Bgmabialds gadolgbgde Sm3 19 35 wfafabl Godznp A
_'ﬁgm byl udssfon vauin Bofpap, n:snmfa ﬁn&?n‘.;m A 2”@:3;’1
maa bop :h-mp @l EFnfoadong xgqg: ;,poﬂgﬁuhﬁ: om
0 5 Ju& ga Al ue,*»eab dl!!w
a-ns;'gmp Ao 47 JJ'F

B'axeﬁmﬂ Ay Boga w30,
.;;?w e Tl ﬁwa-ﬂqg“mq:msam ﬁ”d
Tl Ty SR e e i
o 3w, [kl am.:a /O30,
f’r‘ZiT('ﬂ Jalmé pa Qg b a0 802
gantpminion Uﬁd%do“;] um»e?n': u.) i “Q
Bk s g et
7 madige 3
EEM’M" Jﬂb& gjggsw":a;aw Juﬁdnnb b.;m ;
Laon e
gubo } o \.El' ! e

i
' W J»ano&a E?Sm,g.,s.,.aa

ags dibo uf!&mn dg ag 6o i P,

%ff Uhds n'i':‘“

1gguBaja , b o m 230U, =
33-”-'30 ﬂ%ﬁqg dm‘?ﬂ’“’"EJ i d:q”f’éﬂ"" i L,;:La‘&——
o003 xaamlb” poddy ! wg EL e 4 _nblpr 3.6 Joben,
ﬁ,f;?ﬁ’&”ﬁ'&?@“”ﬁ"u’““ . ﬁuxhk’ajmmg uf 1oBs 0 ki,
-*;un T . gn &l%fﬁrﬁ&ﬂ“—-‘é v‘bnh" s 0 bipr g 1 ma’gﬁ.‘gw
35 oo po my el mdr et P o 130U 33“3 1. e
0EeTGagan govg« gn a2 a i ru SuCAIIC = sl 2
0d008) po 306 1 3t o fuom b OIS 2y emal i
-‘::i'm;g"ﬁ;”r?m 4 i m @y dRBEOT, ey e
300 agol | P e s
:-m;aw B30 50 *’.Lm &ﬁ_%b";m gh‘tsn,_ab,,-.sﬂéujp_ﬂ [ sz —4:4
20 Co%ubopun w08 E Sl
‘Fagn zobopn , Lagy | Mj:)i_%—h 5_3 B Ef‘ i IR el E
e adawase: . —— i
B s -

with the NKVD and for disseminating letters.°

Following the completion of the investigation, ten members
of the organization were accused of creating an anti-Soviet
organization and charged under Article 58-10 and Article 58-11*°
of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. The following were found
guilty:

Alexandre Makalatia (patronymic: Pemen) — born in 1919,
in the village of Zanati, the Abasha region; Social status - son of a
former Trotskyist; Non-accused; Education — 9" grader;

Akaki Mardaleishvili (patronymic: Vasil) — born in 1917,
Place of residence — Daba Abasha; No prior convictions; Non-
party. Expelled from the Komsomol for disinterest; Education
— 10" grader;

Vasil Miminoshvili (patronymic: Konstantine) — born in
1915; Place of residence — Daba Abasha; Non-party; No prior
convictions; Education — 9" grader;

Akaki Khoshtaria (patronymic: Vladimer) — born in 1916;
Place of residence — the village of Sakhoshtario in the Abasha
region; No prior convictions; Non-party; Education —

Mikheil Tsomaia (patronymic: Severian) — born in 1915;

9" grader;

Place of residence — Daba Abasha; Social status — former member
of the Komsomol; No prior convictions; Education — 9 grader;

Petre Papava (patronymic: Nikoloz) — born in 1919; Place

9. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Ne2, p. 370.
10. According to the Criminal Code of 1928 of the Soviet Socialist Republic
of Georgia, Article 58-10 referred to Anti-Soviet and counter-revolutionary
propaganda and agitation, and Article 58-11 - Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes.
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of residence — Daba Abasha; Social status — son of a former
oppositionist; No prior convictions; Education — 9" grader;

Giorgi Gabelia (patronymic: Nestor) — born in 1918;

Place of residence — the village of Abasha; Non-party; No prior
convictions; Education — 9" grader;

Samuel Simonia (patronymic: Oliphante) — born in 1918;
Place of residence — the village of Akhaldaba, the Abasha region;
Non-party; No prior convictions; Education — 9" grader;

Varlam (Koki) Kacharava (patronymic: Nikoloz) — born in
1915; Place of residence — the village of Abasha.

Sergo Tsomaia (patronymic: Toma) — born in 1918; Place of
residence — the village of Kvatana, the Abasha region; Education
— 9 grader.

Based on a resolution passed by the Special Board of the
Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR on April 15-16, 1936:

A. Makalatia was sentenced to seven years of imprisonment
with deprivation of the right to vote for five years after serving the
sentence. The court took into consideration that the convict was a
juvenile offender, and his sentence was reduced by one-third,

V. Miminoshvili and A. Khoshtaria were sentenced to seven
years of imprisonment, with deprivation of the right to vote for
five years after serving their sentence;

M. Tsomaia and P. Papava were sentenced to five years of
imprisonment with deprivation of the right to vote for three years;

S. Simonia, V. Kacharava and S. Tsomaia were sentenced to
three years of imprisonment without deprivation of the right to
vote. The court took into consideration that the convicts were
juvenile offenders and reduced their sentence by one-third;

A. Mardaleishvili was sentenced to seven years of
imprisonment, with deprivation of the right to vote for five years;

G. Gabelia was sentenced to five years of imprisonment,
with deprivation of the right to vote for three years. Based on a
resolution passed by the Court, the sentence against the convict
was reduced by one-third. 1

*k*k

The head of the organization, Makalatia, served out his
sentence in Magadan in the Far East. On May 25, 1940 he was
released, but he remained in Magadan, living and working, until
1951. When he returned to his homeland, he vainly requested that
his case be reviewed and that he be rehabilitates, so that he could
receive a pension. In 1978, the Prosecutor of the Georgian SSR
refused the 60-year-old Makalatia rehabilitation. The result of
another appeal, dated 1990, is unknown. This request to suspend
the case against A. Makalatia, A. Mardaleishvili, V. Miminoshvili,
A. Khoshtaria, M. Tsomaia, P. Papava, N. Gabelia, S. Simonia,

V. Jacharava and S. Tsomaia because of the absence of evidence
of a crime, was sent to the Presidium of the Supreme Court of the
Georgian SSR.

11. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond Ne6, file Ne35132, volume Nel, p. 372.
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“l am stronger than copper” -
The 1941 Conspiracy

Nino Kipshidze

“We will be with you while we are alive,
When we pass away, bury us as your tenants,
Don’t wear mourning clothes, boys

Or White April will pout at you”

This article offers another criminal case preserved in the
Archive. These documents cover the history of 33 young people,
including 17 who were executed for their goal of fighting for the
independence of Georgia.

This is an extract from Giorgi Dzigvashvili’s poem: “Let me
say as simple as | have not said before, that the most important
thing to remember is our great homeland”.

Following the outbreak of the Second World War in 1941,
former graduate students at the State University created a patriotic
organization with the goal of overthrowing Soviet power and
liberating Georgia. The organization members saw an opportunity
to accomplish this with the help of the German government.

The initiator was the writer Konstantine Khimshiashvili, who
served at the 83" Rifle Regiment. This unit was deployed in Ganja,
the former Kirovabad. Khimshiashvili met the organization’s other
members, Giorgi Imerlishvili and Ilia Sepashvili, there. Later, the
conspirators moved to Avchala, where they started to recruit into
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the organization like-minded people serving in the 35" Reserve
Regiment deployed in Avchala. Soon after the conspirators moved
to Avchala, they came into contact with patriot officers, including
Konstantine Joglidze, Shalva Shavianidze and Giorgi Dzigvashvili.
The idea of establishing an anti-Soviet organization appealed

to them. The organization founders were Konstantine Joglidze,
Shalva Shavianidze, Giorgi Dzigvashvili and Mikheil Imerlishvili,
who had close contacts with Konstantine Khimshiashvili and
Giorgi Imerlishvili. Joglidze planned to call their future party
“Samno” (the National Organization Fighting for the Development
of Georgia). The organization members’ password was the phrase
“l am stronger than copper”, from the poem “The Knight in the
Panther’s Skin” by Shota Rustaveli. “Georgia for Georgians” was
their motto. Their political platform is presented below:

1. Georgia’s independence under the auspices of Germany;

2. Disruption of the agricultural system and transfer of lands to
private ownership;

3. Freedom of speech and press;

4. The accomplishment of national self-consciousness
— “Georgia for Georgians” *

The conspirators acted with great caution, yet they were
betrayed. The Soviet authorities kept the organization members
under constant surveillance for some time, and then began
arresting them. On January 9, 1942 Mikheil Imerlishvili, Solomon
Imerlishvili and Grigol Kokilashvili were arrested; On January
11, 1942, a large group of the conspirators, including Levan
Toradze, Kote Joglidze, Shalva Shavianidze, Giorgi Dzigvashvili
and lvane Lapiashvili were detained, and on February 1, 1942,
Kote Khimshiashvili was brought in. Later, other members of the

organization were also arrested. Soviet police officials arrested 33

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421549, volume 14, p. 40.
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suspects in all. The arrestees were mostly graduate students and
faculty at the State University. Interrogations were held by Internal
Affairs Commissar Avksenti Rapava and the head of Secret
Political Department, Irakli Nibladze.

On September 9-20, 1942, 33 Georgian patriots were tried by
the Military Tribunal of the Transcaucasian Front.

The comprehensive indictment details the goals, activities and
practical actions of the organization members to overthrow Soviet
powver.

We present here the indictment:

“In the first months of the war between the Soviet Union and
Hitler’s Germany, pro-fascist elements infiltrated the 35" and
88" Regiments. Among them were former graduate students of
Thilisi State University, including K. Joglidze, Sh. Shavianidze,
G. Dzigvashvili, G. Imerlishvili, K. Khimshiashvili, I. Sepiashvili,
and others.

When the units of Nazi Germany appeared in the vicinity
of Moscow and the Red Army had to retreat temporarily, the
aforementioned group believed that Germany would be victorious
and therefore they began active illegal counter-revolutionary
activity. They conducted anti-Soviet agitation among the armed
forces and their acquaintances. This illegal fascist organization was
preparing to violently overthrow Soviet power, and if the Germans
occupied Moscow, they planned to declare the independence of
Georgia under the patronage of Germany.

If Soviet power was overthrown, the anti-Soviet organization
would make Thilisi the center of Georgia, and announce the
overthrow of Soviet power and declare the independence of
Georgia on the radio.

This is the practical plan of the armed rebellion:

a) Bringing the 35" Avchala Regiment to Thilisi and seizing
the arsenal in the military warehouse in Ghrmaghele.

b) Disarming the Russian military units deployed in Avchala
and destroying them if they resist.

c) Taking the post, telegraph, radio and the military arsenals of
Georgia.

d) Arresting Soviet officials, NKVD leaders and military
commanders, and executing them in case of resistance.

e) Establishing radio contacts with German military units
following an outbreak of the rebellion.

f) Announcing the overthrow of Soviet power and calling on
the military units to subordinate.

g) Recruiting both military officers and ordinary citizens.

... It is significant that the organization members increased
their counter-revolutionary and recruiting activities in 1941. The
counter-revolutionary illegal organization planned to stab Soviet
power in the back at the appropriate time, and thereby to open the
path for the German Empire and to declare the independence of
Georgia.

The NKVD learned that Giorgi Imerlishvili, one of the leaders
of the counter-revolutionary organization, planned to recruit his
relative, and during the conversation he mentioned two members
of the organization, Dimitri Burdishvili and Artash Amirkhanov.

Burdiashvili deserted from the 35" Regiment, and he was later
arrested in Kvareli for desertation.
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The inquiry concluded:

In 1941, during mobilization of the 83 Regiment in
Kirovabad, the accused Giorgi Imerlishvili and Konstantine
Khimshiashvili were sure that the Soviet Union would be
defeated in the war with Germany. For this reason, they aimed to
liberate Georgia, and thus decided to create their illegal counter-
revolutionary organization.

Between August and beginning of September 1941,
Imerlishvili was transferred to the 83 Regiment in Thilisi. There
he managed to recruit Dimitri Burdiashvili, Artash Amirkhanov,
Mikheil Imerlishvili, Levan Toradze and Roman Batiashvili, as
well as his acquaintances residing in Thilisi, Giorgi Kadagidze,
Solomon Imerlishvili, Isak Imerlishvili and Giorgi Kokalishvili.

Dimitri Burdiashvili, who was arrested for desertion, confessed
that Giorgi Imerlishvili had recruited him to the illegal rebellion
organization, which aimed at violently overthrowing Soviet
power and declaring the independence of Georgia. Burdiashvili
named several members of the organization, including Mikheil
Imerlishvili, Levan Toradze, llia Sepiashvili and Artash
Amirkharov.

Mikheil Imerlishvili also confessed that at the beginning of
September 1941 he and Grigol Imerlishvili contacted Konstantine
Joglidze, then serving at the 35" Regiment. The latter informed
them that members of the organization were former graduate
students of Thilisi State University, including: Shalva Shavianidze,
Giorgi Dzigvashvili, and Ivane Lapiashvili.

According to Imerlishvili, he, Joglidze, Dzigvashvili,
Shavianidze and Lapiashvili held illegal meetings twice or three
times, at which they discussed armed rebellion, as well as the
structure of the organization and mechanism for recruiting new
members. Imerlishvili recruited Avksenti Uturgaidze, loseb
Imerlishvili, Abibo Buadze, Rezo Karalashvili, Giorgi Kacheishvili
and former military officers of the 35" Regiment. As regards
Joglidze, Dzigvashvili, Shavianidze, Mikheil Imerlishvili and
Lapiashvili, they were representatives of the bureau...

Confessions revealed that Isak Imerlishvili was tasked with
recruiting a certain number of people residing in the Kvareli region
to the illegal organization. He managed to accomplish this task.
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Giorgi Dzigvashvili, Shalva Shavianidze and Kote Joglidze

But he himself did not confess during his interrogation. Instead,
he said: “Although Solomon Imerlishvili and Giorgi Kokilashvili
tried to recruit me into the illegal organization, I did not accept
their suggestion.”

The accused Giorgi Kadagidze and Giorgi Imerlishvili were
tasked with creating an illegal organization in Telavi and Dusheti.

In the second half of January 1942, Giorgi Imerlishvili was
arrested at the Crimean front. Although he managed to escape from
the station in the Tskhakaia region, soon he was arrested again...

The accused Giorgi Imerlishvili’s interrogation revealed that
he and Konstantine Khimshiashvili created a counter-revolutionary
fascist organization that aimed, with the help of Germany, to
overthrow Soviet power and declare the independence of Georgia.

Under the guidance of Giorgi Imerlishvili, Giorgi Kadagidze
recruited Alexandre Chelidze and Adam Bobghiashvili. Following
the arrest of Kadagidze, they became involved with illegal
underground activity. Kadagidze’s and Mikheil Imerlishvili’s
confessions reveal that the illegal organization in the 35" Regiment
was headed by Konstantine Joglidze.

The practical activities of the organization included recruiting
both military officers and average citizens into the organization,
establishing radio contact with Germany as soon as the rebellion
would start, recruiting newspaper publishers to learn about
the situation on the front-line, and to make contacts at army
headquarters.

The organizer of the counter-revolutionary organization of
the 35" Regiment was Konstantine Joglidze who recruited Shalva
Shavianidze, Giorgi Dzigvashvili, Ivane Lapiashvili, Mikheil
Imerlishvili, Giorgi Kadagidze and Turman Shanshiashvili.

Joglidze used Shavianidze to contact other members of the
organization, using a password taken from Rustaveli’s “The Knight
in the Panther’s Skin”. Shanshiashvili was recruited because of
skills with the radio. He provided the organization members with
information about the situation at the front, and he was tasked with
drawing up maps of the deployment of military forces, and also
with recruiting the staff members.

Dzigvashvili recruited playwright Nikita Buachidze (who had
wide contacts with artists both in Georgia and abroad), Giorgi
Kalandadze, Giorgi Arsenidze, and an employee of the Georgian
Youth Palace, Vakhtang Chelidze.
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Konstantine Joglidze, with the help of Shavianidze and
Shanshiashvili, was to make contact with a parallel anti-Soviet and
fascist organization in Thilisi, headed by Mikheil Katsitadze and
Giorgi Akhobadze.

The investigation revealed that this other anti-Soviet and
fascist organization also aimed to overthrow Soviet power with
the help of Nazi Germany and used the slogan “Georgia for
Georgians”. They considered Nazi Germany to be the only power
able to overthrow the Soviet state.

In 1936-37 an anti-Soviet group was established at the
university. Its leader and ideologist was Mikheil Katsitadze.
Following the outbreak of the war, the students Katsitadze
and Misabishvili created an anti-Soviet fascist organizations
of students at Thilisi State University. This parallel fascist
organization recruited Mikheil Sabashvili, Giorgi Targamadze,
Levan Kvachadze and Vakhtang Shikhashvili.

Mikheil Misabishvili recruited an officer serving in the 35%
Regiment, Valerian Misabishvili, with whose help the organization
members tried to seize the arsenal in Avchala.

At one of the illegal meetings, held at Misabishvili’s flat,
Katsitadze, Misabishvili, Akhobadze, Targamadze and Sabashvili
agreed to recruit as many responsible officials as possible into the
organization.

Based on this case file, the following people stand accused:

1) Giorgi (son of Svimon) Imerlishvili — born in 1914 in the
village of Shilda in the Kvareli region. Social status — peasant;
Marital status — married; Education — higher; Occupation — former
postgraduate student at the State university. He served as a junior
lieutenant in the 778" Regiment at the time of his arrest.

2) Konstantine (son of Alexandre) Khimshiashvili — born in
1917 in Kutaisi. Marital status — married; Education — higher;
Occupation — former graduate student at the State University. In
1931 he was charged with murder based on a love affair.

3) Konstantine (son of Sergo) Joglidze — born in 1915 in the
village of Kulashi in the Samtredia region. Marital status — single;
Education — higher; Occupation — former graduate student at the
State University.

4) Mikheil (son of Ilia) Katsitadze — born in 1918 in the
village of Bareuli in the Ambrolauri region. Marital status — single;
Education — higher; Occupation — former graduate student at the
State University.

5) Zurab (son of Nikoloz) Misabishvili — born in 1916 in
Surami. Marital status — single; Education — higher; Occupation
— former graduate student at the State University.

He served as a teacher in a secondary school at the time of
his arrest. His father, three uncles and two aunts were arrested as
“Enemies of the People”.

6) Giorgi (son of Mikheil) Akhobadze — born in 1916, in
Samtredia. Marital status — single; Education — higher (graduated
from the State University); he served as a lecturer when he was
arrested. His father was exiled as a Menshevik.

The aforementioned individuals are accused of being activists
of a counter-revolutionary organization and of establishing an
illegal, military, rebellion, fascist organization, through pro-fascist
agitation recruiting new members to the organization, and planning
to violently overthrow the Soviet government.
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All of them pleaded guilty.

7) Shalva Shavianidze — born in 1915 in the Tkibuli region.
Marital status - married; Social status — religious figure; Education
— higher; Occupation - former graduate student of the State
University.

8) Giorgi (son of Mikheil) Dzigvashvili — born in 1917 in the
village of Kechnari in the Vani region. Mariatal status — single;
Education — higher; Occupation — former graduate student of the
State University. He was serving as a Junior Lieutenant in the 35"
Regiment at the time of his arrest.

9) Ivane (son of Tevdore) Lapiashvili — born in 1910 in
the village of Mirzaani in the Sighnaghi region. Marital status
— single; Education — higher; Graduated from the State University.
Occupation — teacher; he was serving as a Junior Lieutenant in the
35" Regiment at the time of his arrest.

10) Turman (son of Mose) Shanshiashvili — born in 1914 in
the village of Machkhaani in the Sighnaghi region. Marital status
— married; Education — higher; Occupation — former graduate
student of the State University. He was serving as a translator in
the intelligence headquarters of the Caucasus Front at the time of
his arrest.

11) Dimitri (son of Isak) Burdiashvili — born in 1914 in the
village of Shilda in the Kvareli region. Marital status — married;
Education — higher; Graduated from the State University;
Occupation — teacher. He was serving as a Junior Lieutenant in the
35" Regiment at the time of his arrest.

12) Mikheil (son of lason) Imerlishvili — born in 1913 in
Gurjaani. Marital status — single; Education — higher; Graduated
from the Agricultural Institute. He was serving as tahe Junior
Lieutenant at the time of his arrest.

13) Giorgi (son of Ivane) Kadagidze — born in 1914 in the
village of Alvani in the Telavi region. Marital status — married,
Social status — from a kulak family; His father was arrested as an
“Enemy of the People”. Education — higher. He was a research
student in the faculty of philology at the State University at the
time of his arrest.

14) Solomon (son of Andria) Imerlishvili — born in 1904 in the
village of Shilda in the Kvareli region. Marital status — widower;
Education — first-year student at the State University; Occupation
— he was serving in the fire brigade at the time of his arrest.

15) Roman (son of Tevdore) Batiashvili — born in 1918 in the
village of Bodbiskhevi in the Sighnaghi region. Marital status
— married; Education — higher; He graduated from the Agricultural
Institute, specializing in agronomy. He was serving as a Junior
Lieutenant in the 35" Regiment.

The aforementioned are accused of being recruited into
an illegal, fascist-counterrevolutionary organization, due to
their hostile attitude against the government, following the
outbreak of the war between the Soviet Union and Germany. The
organization aimed at overthrowing Soviet power and declaring
the independence of Georgia. Its members, through their counter-
revolutionary agitation and activity, tried to recruit new members
into the organization. Shavianidze and Lapiashvili were members
of the organization’s bureau. For these reason, they were not
tasked with recruiting new members.
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All of them pleaded guilty.

16) Levan (son of Mikheil) Kvachadze — born in 1908 in Zemo
Svaneti. Marital status — single; Education — higher; Graduated
from the State University, specializing in pedagogy. He was
unemployed at the time of his arrest. In 1925 he was arrested for
counter-revolutionary activities.

17) Mikheil (son of Mikheil) Sabashvili — born in 1918 in
Ozurgeti. Marital status — single; Education — incomplete higher;
Occupation — fourth-year student at the State University at the time
of his arrest; His father was arrested for participating in the August
Uprising, 1924.

18) Giorgi (son of Raphiel) Targamadze — born in 1918 in
Thilisi. Marital status — single; Education — higher. Graduated
from the State University. Occupation — serving as the junior
employee at the Academy of Sciences when was arrested; No prior
convictions.

19) Abo (son of Nikoloz) Pareshishvili — born in 1914 in
Tbilisi. Marital status — single; Education — higher; Occupation
—serving as a member of the department of linguistics at the State
University; No prior convictions.

20) Levan (son of Ivane) Toradze — born in 1918 in Thilisi.
Education — secondary; Graduated from Winemaking Industrial
School in Bakurtsikhe, specializing in agronomy. No prior
convictions.

21) Giorgi (son of Viktor) Arsenidze — born in 1910 in the
village of Korchkhati in the Tsulukidze region. Marital status
— married; Education — higher; Graduated from the Agricultural
Institute. Occupation — serving as a Junior Lieutenant in the 35t
Regiment at the time of his arrest; No prior convictions.

22) Akvsenti (son of Grigol) Uturgaidze — born in 1910 in
Telavi; Marital status — married; Education — higher. He was a

53

www.archive.security.gov.ge



y "'lg. 030, 3005mI0t J. 82, Ibsp. 6g-4 L6
.{'ﬁ /0. ma.mapbg?xosn‘; ik i

¥ /
gubgbupeagde

1942 Facl gesbudutogglb @ Lobraont 78smoabn Emby Qub3AagY
Aogbopglb Aol dBsL 83Ms8 Gngmon8nl dg Bolivdndznpl AmdJong 0f
efmnboagolb pfogbgdmes adnpobnl LIBIQESNgn I8033000EaENL Bb-
dnfeGgee. 83Msd Boludndanpesl Jhinsg adobo@dﬁmmp J4- 0088083000,
- 339A0ga, ©.g3ududg, goenswdg, n8Jfgndzncodn. RyBn dfolL Gnduia
89634060 BmnygeBal LnbAzeadn /NuBeaGoess 8 gngn/ B3 o6 80308080
006l §300mpaBsl gu oBoQ 300 8030003 a3 68 Lggeghio §0e83s
Govggbe Azgs mpobl Agln dieb govgnggple dgeds Anbogng 26 Fool

wboydn Gmgoal.
gabmza 3ubnbnoma Bobn BLyegHagdnl JubnEngngdnl b.s‘imcn f-3)
Aupbmdna.
3. 6. 8obudnd3non
\' 3-»\ I‘.‘lh—
30.X11.88 B.

L3gEnommdam, babsdsMmmggn o6 ymggome,

53 30MgdL dMomo gogdsc dsbdgw, HmI 03696
@S gasmM-3mbG MM gzmene30M-godabE o
mMa5b0Ds300b Bg36gda. mMasbadsgns Ladgmms
bgmobagmgdob ©sdbmdsl obsbsgws 30bbsw...

29) 8abgom 03569L dg sGmBady, @edswgdyma
1915 Bgeb, obamadolb Hoombal bmgggm go30%356 3o,
3scmgbo gobosmmygdoom, @omgobgdamo, bobodsGmmagzn
o6 ymgznemo;

30) gomGgo gomtgal dg (30883300, @adsgdama
1902 B9l g go0bal Goombol bmggem ggmobgobgdo,
Lodmamm gobsmmgdom, a3s@ndMgdal ™ML dmdomds
dmam@Ma. 1926-1931 Bemgddo nym RoGorgemo
8963930306 LogB05bMd5T0;

31) 00bsmnb semgdbabmgl sl 038gmadgacmo,
©0ds0gdmmo 1917 Bgmb omgmesgal Hoombal bmggge
Babobrsemdn, g8smmgbn gobsmegdaom, @ssdmages
Lobgm8Bogm Mboggmbog@o, eds@ndMgdal Mmb
393omdos 3obbagmadmaw babmgmmm-bsdgnmbgm
0bbGo@ @ 3dn. bobadstommggn o6 ymgnes. 353530l
93609b0Mgdmma agm 1937 Bgmb, Mmamez bambol 8@ go;

32) 006500b dogMa@0b sbmmo gmbasdgocmo,
©3d50g09ma 1910 Bgmb Jomsd mdoemalsdo,
356gdm®Babgdmmo, Mdsmmgbo gobsommgdoom,
0535803670l MHmML nym 353609 gdoms s 3s@gdnnls
®56533Mmgemn, BobodsMmmygn o6 ymegznms;

33) bgndmb Lzndmbab dy ggfandgzomo, sdawgdemo
1912 Bgemb ogmoagolb Hoombal bmggge 3mbommda.
omMRbgdgma, dsmmabo gobsmmgdao.
05358036M760b EMH™ML — Moom 3030898 0L Moam
M93mAHGomen". 2

obyg ge8maynFgdmms bsdbgoGm GMadaybamal dogH
aobadsmmmgdmmo mMasbodsznal dgdsmagbemmds.
Lobodamomm 3Mm3gbo abyMymaw dodwabsmgmds
©s bogomomnggmmb megabygmgdsdg bEnbgabogal
aobadoMmmmgdmmao sbomasdMmgdal dgbobgd
0bgzm@o (300 bemgdal go63s3mmdadn gobandemmgdamao
0gm. gem-gemo dMsmEgdsmo 00bsmnb mnddsmadszoma
meg560ba300b Bgzmgdal 3gbabgd dg8ggn Lobal

2. bogotonggemmb bl sfdago, (1), 3. 6, b. Ne421549, 8. 14. geis. 327-344.
54

research fellow at the State University; Occupation — literary
activity; No prior convictions.

23) Giorgi (son of Alexandre) Kalandadze — born in 1911 in
Zestaponi region; Marital status — single; Education — higher; He
graduated from the State University; Occupation — literary activity.

24) Nikita (son of Mikheil) Buachidze — born in 1914 in
Kharagauli region, Marital status — single; Education — higher; He
graduated from the State University; He was serving as the poet
and playwright; No prior convictions.

25) Vakhtang (son of lvane) Shikhashvili — born in 1916
in the village of Bodbiskhevi, the Sighnaghi region. Marital
status — single; Education — higher; He graduated from the State
University; Non-party; He was serving as the Junior Lieutenant
and German translator at the 802" Regiment when he was
arrested; No prior convictions.

26) luza (son of Svimon) Imerlishvili — born in 1878 in the
village of Shilda, the Kvareli region; Education — barely literate;
He was serving as a forest guard before he was arrested; Has prior
convictions.

27) Giorgi (son of Grigol) Kokilashvili — born in 1908 in the
village of Shilda, the Kvareli region. Marital status — married;
Education — higher.

28) loseb (son of Giorgi) Imerlishvili — born in 1907 in
Gurjaani. Marital status — married; Education — higher. He
graduated from the Agricultural Institute, specialized in agronomy
and pedagogy; No prior convictions.

The aforementioned persons are accused of being members
of the illegal counter-revolutionary, fascist organization. The
organization aimed at overthrowing Soviet authority...

29) Mikheil (son of Ivane) Aroshidze — born in 1915 in the
village of Vakijvari, the Makharadze region. Education- higher;
Marital status — married; No prior convictions.

30) Giorgi (son of Giorgi) Tsibashvili — born in 1902 in the
village of Velistsikhe, the Gurjaani region. Education — secondary;
Occupation — serving as an accountant when he was arrested; In
1926-1931, he was engaged in Menshevik activity.

31) Tinatin (daughter of Alexandre) Tushmelashvili — born
in 1917 in the village of Tsinandali, the Telavi region; Education
— higher; he graduated from the State University; Occupation
—serving as a teacher at the Agricultural Institute when he was
arrested; No prior convictions; In 1937 his father was arrested as
an “Enemy of the People”.

32) Tinatin (daughter of Bagrat) Goniashvili — born in 1910 in
Thbilisi; Marital status — divorced; Education — higher; Occupation
— serving at the Academy of Sciences when he was arrested; No
prior convictions.

33) Svimon (son of Svimon) Gergishvili —born in 1912 in
the village of Kondola, the Telavi region. Marital status — single;
Education — higher; Occupation — serving as a radio reporter at the
radio committee”. 2

These were the members of the organization tried by the
Military Tribunal. The trial was closed and information about
these young people fighting for the independence of Georgia was

kept secret for years. One of the accused, Tinatin Tushmalishvili,

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421549, volume 14, pp. 327-344.
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gave testimony about the other group members: “I was brought

to justice in connection with the case of those young people who
were my groupmates when | studied at the university during 1934-
39. Later, these students became research fellows at the university.
In 1942 they were called to arms (in Mtskheta, Vaziani and
Avchala) and expected to be sent to the front...

Most of the defendants didn’t know one another. The trial
revealed that the activity of young patriots included only talking.
The subject of their thinking and discussion was the fate of their
homeland. They thought that if German troops appeared near
Georgia, they would do their best to avoid bloodshed among the
peaceful population and declare the independence of the country.
However, when the Red Army forced the Germans to retreat, the
young people did not find it necessary to become more active.
Nevertheless, they were accused of organizing an armed rebellion
against Soviet power by the Military Tribunal”. 3

The sentence was not long in coming. Giorgi Imerlishvili,
Konstantine Khimshiashvili, Dimitri Burdiashvili, Mikheil
Imerlishvili, Levan Toradze, Roman Batiashvili, Giorgi Kadagidze,
Solomon Imerlishvili, Konstantine Joglidze, Shalva Shavianidze,
Giorgi Dzigvashvili, Turman Shanshiashvili, Mikheil Katsitadze,
Zurab Misabishvili, Giorgi Akhobadze, Giorgi Targamadze
and Mikheil Sabashvili were sentenced to be executed with

confiscation of property.

3. Revaz Kverenchkhiladze “The Way of Torture”, Book 11, 2017, pp. 54-55.
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As regards Isak Imerlishvili, loseb Imerlishvili, Akvsenti
Uturgaidze, Viktor Arsenidze, Giorgi Kalandadze, Nikita
Buachidze, Vakhtang Shikhashvili and Giorgi Tsibashvili, they
were exiled for 7 years with confiscation of property. Svimon
Gergishvili was sentenced to seven years imprisonment, and Ivane
Lapiashvili, Abo Pareshishvili and Tinatin Goniashvili to five years
imprisonment.

Levan Kvachadze, Mikheil Aroshidze and Tinatin
Tushmalishvili were acquitted and released.

On the night of October 17-18, 1942, 17 young people were
executed by firing squad.

The biggest tragedy was that their family members knew
nothing about what happened to them for a long time. A letter
from Giorgi Targamadze’s mother in the Archive testifies to this.
Shushana Targamadze thought that her son was sent into exile
for ten years without the right of correspondence. Due to Giorgi
Targamadze’s poor health, his mother asked Lavrenti Beria to let
her know about his son’s health condition. The letter is presented
below:

“To the USSR People’s Commissar for
State Security — L. P. Beria
Shushana (father’s name Grigoli) Targamadze’s
Statement

On March 21, 1942, my son Giorgi (father’s name Raphiel)
Targamadze — born in 1915, and a junior academic at the Marr
Institute of the Georgian Academy of Sciences, was arrested by
the Georgian NKVD. In September of the same year, he was
sentenced to 10 years exile to the Far East without the right of
correspondence.

Let me note that the defendant Targamadze suffered from
rheumatism, heart problems and gastric ulcers before his arrest. |
have not received any information about him since his exile.

| request your assistance in obtaining permission of
correspondence with my defendant son enabling to learn his health
condition.

9/1.45.7%

By the time of his mother’s appeal Giorgi Targamadze had
been dead for three years.

Rehabilitation of the young people took decades. In 1988-
1989, based on appeals from relatives, the young people were
finally rehabilitated. All of them were granted a notice stating
that “The criminal case has been suspended due to the absence of
evidence of a crime and the subject is rehabilitated”.®

... In conclusion, we present some prose from of the executed
Giorgi Dzigvashvili:

... “Nobody could degrade the sons of Georgian mothers who
were faithful to their home”.

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421549, volume 14, p. 7.
5. Ibid., volume 8, p. 9.
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Lia Kereselidze

Saman may refer to: a city in Iran, a prominent Sri Lankan
deity, an Indonesian traditional dance, an ancient Georgian
word meaning “balk,” and, finally, an abbreviation of a secret,
anti-Soviet organization, which stands for “Young Nationalists
Fighting for the Revival of Georgia”.

Here is the historical background of the creation of Saman: In
1941, Giorgi Imerlishvili and Konstantine Khimshiashvili, both
serving in the 35 Alternate Legion in Ganja (then Kirovabad),
created this anti-Soviet organization and laid out a well-developed
plan for action. The organization aimed to undermine Soviet
authority through conspiratorial activities. The chairman of the
organization was Kote Joglidze. He gave the organization the
name “Samno” (Young Nationalists Fighting for the Revival of
Georgia). A research fellow at Thilisi State University named
Giorgi Kadagidze was one the organization’s top activists. He
was a Tushetian from Zemo Alvani. He recruited other Tushetians
— Adam Bobghiashvili and Mikheil (Pantsale) Imedadze — into
the organization. In December 1941, the government learned
about this organization and sought to eliminate it. Between
December 1941 and March 1942, 33 persons were arrested,
including 17 who were sentenced to be executed by the Military
Tribunal of the Transcaucasian Front. Following the arrest of
Giorgi Kadagidze (on February 5, 1942), Adam Bobghiashvili
and Mikheil Imedadze moved from Thilisi to Tusheti. Soon after,
they created a new anti-Soviet organization called “Saman.”
They planned to establish contact with Idris Magomedov’s
armed group.! Before going to the mountains, they drew up a
radical plan of action, consisting mainly of terrorist acts. For

www.archive.security.gov.ge

example, they organized the murder of a shop assistant and party

1. Giorgi Tsotsanidze, “Tushetian Chronicles”, Diogene Publishing, 2004, p. 20.
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activist in Imanov, a village in Zemo Alvani.? The organization’s
member Gogale Mindidze (born in 1908 in the village of Zemo
Alvani, in the Telavi region; Marital status — married; Education
— literate; Non-party member) killed activist Erekle Aptarauli.
The organization’s members also tried to kill the Chairman of the
Regional Executive Committee in Telavi — Mikheil Tsikhistavi
—and the Cheka Secretary of the Bolshevik Party — Zakaria
Chkhubianashvili. Although Tsikhistavi survived, his car was
damaged.

Document Nel

The Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Regional
Council in Telavi, Mikheil (patronymic: Davit) Tsikhistavi’s
testimony, dated December 30, 1942:

To the Head of the Regional NKVD in Telavi.

The following is my report related to the attack against me
by the bandits:

On November 7 of the current year, at 2:00 PM, I arrived
in the villages of Zemo and Kvemo Alvani to arrange several
issues, including:

We planned to give 60 horses to the Telavi brigade to
move to Tusheti. In the village of Alvani I talked to a village
activist concerning the collection of horses to take luggage
to the bathhouse, which was on the road to Tusheti. On the
same day | went to Zemo Alvani. When | raised the matter of
the horses, the Chairman of the Council, Amiran Kadagidze,
argued with me, saying: “You need horses every day, and we
can’t afford to part with them.” I then raised the importance
of following military orders. I said that we should provide the
army with everything, and everything we have should be used
to support the army and hasten our victory. | judged that they
were not prepared to perform these tasks and declared that
anyone who hindered the military would be punished severely.
We then managed to collect twenty horses. On the same day,
the Chairman of the Council, Amiran Kadgidze, told me,
“Keep an eye on the tractor drivers. They don’t obey us. You
need to intervene
and take relevant
measures.” | then
took up this issue.
Accompanying
Amiran Kadagidze
and others, | went to
the tractor brigade.
There, | reminded
the tractor

e

BOEHHBIA BUAET

¢ drivers of their
. responsibilities. At
| 7:00 PM, I returned

Byab roros K Sauuire Coupal
orevecteal

£HOTO O

. Bepern woesmudl Gwaer, wpourk
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mxl

from the tractor
brigade. Amiran
Kadagidze told
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2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 43527, volume 1, p. 60.
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me several times, “If you would like to stay tonight, | can

have dinner prepared.” | answered that | could not make a
decision until the matter of the horses was solved. He said that
horses would be ready in the morning (November 8). Since
the matter appeared solved, | got in the car, saying, “I am
going back to Telavi tonight.” However, | was going to stay

in Kvemo Alvani, and so | did. I lied to him because | knew
that there were Tushetians who had killed two members of the
battalion, Imanov and Aptarauli, several days before.

On November 7, I stayed in Kvemo Alvani for the night.
We collected 40 horses. In the morning of November 8, I went
to Zemo Alvani again to check on how my order concerning
the horses had been carried out. When the horses were
collected in Zemo and Kvemo Alvani, | gave the order to
transfer them to the village of Lechuri, where provisions
for the military unit were being gathered. I then went to
Telavi. On November 8, | stopped in Kvemo Alvani on the
way. There, | discussed crop seeding and made plans for the
tractors. At 11:00 AM, I finished in Kvemo Alvani and went
to Telavi. About three or four kilometers away from Kvemo
Alvani is a stony bridge. Somebody shot a bullet directly into
the front wheel of the car from the right side. The bandits
were located somewhere to the right of our car. The driver and
I were in the car. The driver stopped the car. He wanted to
see the wheel. | told him to keep driving, otherwise we would
be shot. He drove off. I opened fire from my weapon. Three
bullets were left. They shot back and the car caught seven
bullets. After 10-15 minutes, | informed the battalion deployed
in Pshaveli about the incident. | showed them where the
shooting took place. During the shooting, | saw only one man,
who was shooting from a tree. He wore an overcoat, a black
civilian garment, and boots. There were others shooting, too,
but I didn’t see them.””*

It is worth noting that despite their adherence to Soviet
political ideology, Erekle Aptarauli, Mikheil Tsikhistavi, and
Zakaria Chkhubianishvili enjoyed great authority among the
villagers. They did a lot of good for the Tushetians. Therefore, the
members of Saman launched their organization’s activity with a
series of unjustified murder attempts.

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421927, volume 1, p. 61.
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At first they went to Shtrolta. They were led by Plato Ushidze,
a local villager. Afterward, they moved to Omalo, and to Dochuri,
where they settled. They gathered their supporters and began a
campaign of agitation and propaganda. They drew up a charter
consisting of 18 paragraphs. The conspirators called it a list of
conditions, or a list of oaths.* The supporters all signed this paper.
They stressed the arrival of Germans, the liberation of Georgia,
the collapse of collective farms, and the full return of property and
real estate which had been taken by the collective farms. Hoping
to get back everything they had lost during collectivization, some
Tushetians were easily recruited. However, there were people who
were more cautious. The conspirators spent the winter in Tusheti.
They recruited new members to the organization and tried to get
weapons. They stole weapons from the houses of absent Tushetian
shepherds, or attacked soldiers. For this reason, they alienated the
officers of the Red Amy. Maintaining friendly relations with the
Red Army was popular in Tusheti.

In January, around the New Year holidays, Saman members
moved to Chanchakhovani and continued recruiting Tushetians
to the organization. Some joined them willingly, others as the
result of intimidation. They were unable to move to Kisteti. For
this reason, the village of Dochu was chosen to be both their place
of residence and their headquarters. In Bochorna and Khakhabo
they established guard posts and posted sentries. The guards

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421927, volume 1, p. 462.
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in Bochorna protected Gometsri, and the guards in Khakhabo
— Chanchakhovni Ravine. At this time, the leaders of the Saman
movement were: Adam Bobghiashvili, Gigo Kaadze, Mikheil
(Pantsale) Imedadze, and Archil Kitoshvili. According to the
Gometsri villagers, Adam was a surly, strict, and radical person,
Gigo - a fractious man, Pantsale — a genial and cheerful person,
a beautiful dancer and a good companion, and Archil always
looked thoughtful... They tried to contact surviving members of
the earlier anti-Soviet organization in Thilisi to urge them to join
them. For this reason, Bobghiashvili sent Gogale Khokhiaidze,
Vakhtang Tsiskarishvili and Giorgi (Japara) Rainuli to
Kakheti. They went to meet another anti-Soviet activist, the chief
of the Health Service in Telavi, Kimote Lagazidze. However,
by the time they arrived in Alvani, Lagazidze, along with many
other members of the organization, had already been arrested. On
November 21 (according to some documents, on November 25),
1942, these persons were arrested by the NKVD’s regional branch
in Telavi. Those arrested were:
1) Irakli Garsevanidze (patronymic: Dimitri) —born in 1911;
2) Gogale Mindidze (patronymic: Mikheil) — born in 1908;
3) Ilia Charelishvili (patronymic: Giorgi) — born in 1917;
4) Ivane Ardinauli (patronymic: Simon) — born in 1916;
5) Kimote Lagazidze (patronymic: Simon) — born in 1910;
6) Kimote Lukhumaidze (patronymic: Andro) —born in 1901,
7) Elizbar Abashidze (patronymic: Gabriel) — born in 1914;
8) Abasho Abashidze (patronymic: Gabriel) — born in 1905;
9) Amiran Kadagidze (patronymic: Bagrat) — born in 1903.5
Gogale Khokhiaidze returned to Tusheti without letting

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421575, volume 1, p. 68.

61

www.archive.security.gov.ge



VoA s
ff’/ﬂ/f FimmEs S {37, g TS
Jf 772 M?é?{;— ;//:ZCW i ?yfzm,
\ i .=_.’-"="i ad dj;gj s L

A A - -
AIE) o mrerS

g:jn t/"ﬁ;j-’"‘

gé‘v/.f';#) f/?ﬁwgﬁ’r)f Bl
jﬂ}/-n;pg /».fff*/‘ o (ﬂ.fs“{mjﬂ zf/-'c.m s & /7.(:4;-,”{

&,‘3’ Py g (i ANTE_'!LBW'

‘ , w33/
dﬁ"fwﬁff‘gy’éfﬂ’ _.:j?fa/{ A b )C
L SHa ’/Zf/?/f’

I /% L

abg dbmeme mBsmml 538930 0ggdwbgb. 563 BOHMEE AL
8gmBamgmdal dgbobgd n(3mmbgb s oMy 39M3sbgmgdal
do(zbabo.

bgmobyamgdsed 3o a(zmEs dmdmasdgomabs s
03g00dalb o¢dgmdo ymezbals 833530, Foged ngd @owo
©oxanxgdob 354360l dgbobgd semgs6d0 ods@ndmgdammao
6936900b ©s300b30L @AHML dgoGym.

moagmmdal pmob Bgbfmngdo m339 8 mMasbabs (300l
033005(300L Lagombo o@as. m3smmdn gosgbegbgl
ogmsgolb Bomoaool Na@mbo seabsbdmga. od dob obgwe
358565030 gdgmo ds@smombol mummbo byyMasba.
3oy 300 @b bab 8bMnwseb dgmgmms dabbabzma8al
R0 dmomBs 33333mab Fgman@mdao. semomds
33935l oo godmnmgds 3Jmbos 533mbgdemem
IRANBJO0d 019 (39e03g9)e 30Gmd dgdmMng gdado.
30650056 Bodntol 306imdgddn domnbdngMa dgommmgdom
8mg8grgde 39dgrgmo ogm, gorabyzodgl, mmbygerolb
0bdmEs (30590 Img3930bs ©s 8mBbAggdal Bs8mImEgdals
80bboo sb@nsgn@ o300l gobabgzem gmdgbomadan
359abagbom bado Bmbay(z0 — Hgdm agn@Mayma,
303mog 53336Mndg (d6Aen) s dobm goybsady.
LoBobgmgdds gb Egmagas(30s 30Mgzgmogg bogsMammm
39648 by ondoMgh s 9339 dmFm@bsda (2014 Bemodog
bmggeb dmgm®m8s gfdzs, 93@).) 35653984 3@0dd0
300y30b9L. 3omgob mEin 356 ©33ANEYL, Mowasb
dbmmmE ©sbsdoMgdn gosb3gl s MMasbada(znals
Lobabssmdmgam sMoggHo Mmdgedo, dobm ganbsadg
39, ®mIgmo(s 93608039000 ©d g1dbgdmms, mgdzgb
30530mdsb 396 3500558Mbgdm s 83 baombl 30
©3M3530m, 8megmmdal 8m3bMgo Rsmgamagl ©s
©ab3M0d)gb.

©m33dg6@n Ne2
(LEomo EaPmas):
>d @ o

1943 Bgemo 13 ng3babo g. mgmsga

R396 J393mMg 33ab bgmab 3m3BgMmgdds
Lod. dabbobzmdalb 3560 9gdmsb gdMdmen
336ymgomgdab qu@mbab dmswgomgd bLsb. ¢3dnd.
393089635 33535mad bLag. Jabbobzmdalb mgmsgab
M50 336y. gxummbaob dmopaomg dam. 3530856
3embsdmzds dg35m306g:m gbg sg@o Igdwgadyc:

dodagdgoab bmg. d3mgm@dsda 5/6mab 27

62

anybody know about these arrests. Saman’s members were thus
left in the dark. The one who finally told them was Luarsab
Melaidze’s 12-13-year-old son, lvane (Vanka) Melaidze. Every
week he went to his mother’s village of Dochuri and took and
brought letters hidden in kalamani (rural footwear made of tanned
leather, fastened with small leather straps — translator’s note).
This way they learned news about Omalo. They still didn’t know
anything about the front or the defeat of Germany.

As far as the authorities, they knew that Bobghiashvili and
Imedadze were in Tusheti. However, the interrogation of those
who were arrested in Alvani revealed their plans to create a large
anti-Soviet group in Tusheti.

The government sought to liquidate the organization. The head
of the regional militia in Telavi, Alkhazov, was sent to Omalo.
There, he met the head of the fighter battalion, Khetsuriani. Soon
after, NKVD troops under the command of Aliosha Kvashali
joined them from Dagestan. Aliosha Kvashali was experienced
in suppressing rebel groups and individuals. Since it was difficult
to directly attack them in winter, it was decided to isolate the
four leaders of the organization and he dispatched three older
men — Rezo Ichirauli, Kimote Tavberidze (Brudi) and Mikho
Giunaidze — to Gometsari. They were to carry out anti-agitation
activities in order to draw away supporters. Saman members
arrested the three older men at the first guard point and took
them to their headquarters in Bochorna (until 2014, the village
was known as Bochorma — author’s note). Two of them were
released because they confessed without saying anything against
the organization. As regards Mikho Giunadze, he criticized the
organization, saying that they would not be able to overthrow the
state and would get their followers killed. Giunadze was executed
as a supporter of the government.

Document Ne2
Act
June 13, 1943, Telavi

We, the undersigned, including the Deputy Head of the
Department for the Fight against Banditry of the Georgian
NKVD, State Security Captain Kvashali, and Deputy Head
of the Telavi Regional Department of the Georgian NKVD,
Militia Captain Alkhazov, have composed the act presented
below:

On January 27 of the current year, the counter-
revolutionary bandits Gigo Kaadze, Mikheil Imedidze, and
Adam Bobghiashvili arrested the Omalo villager Mikho
Giunadze in the village of Bochorma. He was asked to become
a member of their counter-revolutionary group. Mikho
Giunadze turned them down. For this reason, on January 27
of the current year, citizen Mikho Giunadze was shot and his
body was left on the rocks in the village of Bochorma. During
inspection, his body was found naked. The validity of this act
is hereby confirmed.

Deputy Head of Department for the Fight Against
Banditry of the Georgian NKVD,
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State Security Captain Kvashali

Deputy Head of the Telavi Regional Department of the
Georgian NKVD,

Militia Captain Alkhazov™. ®

Some conspirators opposed the shedding of innocent blood,
and soon there was a split within the organization.

Aliosha Kvashali decided to reduce the number of
organization members by granting them immunity. At first he
managed to recruit five villages in Chanchakhovna to his side.
The Gometsreli villagers followed their example. The heads of the
organization realized that it was impossible to stay in Tusheti or
move to Kisteti because of the state of the roads. For this reason,
Adam Bobghiashvili, Mikhako (Pantsalo) Imedidze, Gigo
Kaadze, Archil Kitoshvili, Devanoz Tavberidze (Amiranidze),
Peto Kiborchaidze and his son Bichiko Kiborchaidze went in
the direction of Kakheti.” Their decision was secret. However,
as often happens, someone betrayed them. Kvashali sent men
after them. One of them was a former member of Saman, Mate
Tsveraidze. They caught the organization members while they
were sleeping at Torghva’s bathhouse. To cut a long story short,
the members of Saman were defeated in the ensuing struggle.
Adam Bobghiashvili, Pantsale Imedadze, and Devanoz
(in some documents referred to as Dekanoz — author’s note)

6. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421562, volume 1, p. 507.
7. Giorgi Tsotsanidze, “Tushetian Chronicles”, Diogene Publishing, 2004, p. 29.
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Tavberidze were killed. Adam’s and Pantsale’s heads were cut off
and the arrestees were made to carry them in sacks. Afterwards,
they took photographs of the heads and left them on the rocks of
Omalo. The surviving members of Saman were bound together
with rope. One of them, who later served a sentence in prison,
blind Gogale Khokhiaidze, described the tragedy in verse.

Rezo Ichirauli (one of the old men who had been sent to the
Saman members) secretly took the disposed heads and buried
them.® Nothing is known about the headless bodies. Nobody dared
to speak about them...

...The members of Saman were defeated. While many of
them, especially those who had only signed the organization’s
statement, were reconciled and released, many of them were
arrested and punished along with their family members. Some
were executed, and some — sent in exile with their families to the
distant reaches of Russia and Kazakhstan.

It is worth noting how their activity was viewed by the
totalitarian Soviet authorities. The final decree preserved in
archival file No. 421575 reads:

This organization wagered on the victory of Nazi Germany
and aimed at:

Creating a strong anti-Soviet organization in Telavi through
the recruiting and gathering of groups of bandits and guerrillas in
the region;

Performing terrorist acts against the Heads of the Party and
the Government;

Joining the Nazi German troops to support the occupation of Georgia.

In 1942 the practical activity of the organization was as
follows:

1) Looting warehouses of collective farms;

2) Disseminating secret messages on the fight against Soviet
authority and communism;

3) Creating an illegal terrorist organization in the region of
Telavi (Zemo and Kvemo Alvani, Tusheti and Telavi);

4) Buying weapons to equip members of the organization;

5) Recruiting separate groups of bandits and guerrillas to the
organization;

6) Contacting Idris Magomedov’s political gang in Chechnya.
Together, they attacked Red Army units, causing the death of Red
Army officers;

7) Contacting German parachutists with the help of the gang’s
head, Idris Magomedov;

8) Performing terrorist acts against the Heads of the Party and
the Government. °

A large number of records concerning Saman members are
preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The
archival files numbered 421927, 421575, 43527, 421562, 46191,
and 43737 cover their activities. According to these files, the anti-
Soviet organization Saman contained a large number of members,
covering almost all of Tusheti. Although it is impossible to cite all
of them, we will try:

8. Giorgi Tsotsanidze, “Tushetian Chronicles”, Diogene Publishing, 2004, p. 33.
9. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421575, volume 1, p. 178.
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308mog comBsndy, dgbm ygnomgmadgaema. absmRgbgdo
10-10, 5-5 Bemoor goasbisbrmgl s 5 Benno Rsdmamoggb
Las@Rg36m b3ob Yegemgds.

10. 3LL o6gogo, | 39by., 3. 6, bastjogm Logdg Ne421575, @. 1, a3. 178.
11. ©935% 3396 96Rbomady, ,6539b0b 3 bs*, Bogboa ll, 358m3(398rmds
»960390bama”, mdamabo, 2017, a3. 278.

12. 3L sMgogo, | 35by., i3. 6, Lostgogm bagdg Ne421575, 8. 1, a3. 119.

According to the archival file No. 421575, besides the
abovementioned persons, the following individuals were arrested:
Eva Ozhilauri (patronymic: Alexandre) (The conspirators often
gathered in her flat. She was an enemy of Soviet authority. Her
father died following the confiscation of his property),’® lvane
Tugishvili-Tsiskarishvili (patronymic: Levan), Vakhtang
Tsiskarishvili (patronymic: Nikoloz), Samson Sulakauri
(patronymic: Mikheil), Piruz Bekuraidze (patronymic:
Nikoloz), Archil Mamukishvili (patronymic: lvane),

Zakaria Pilishvili (patronymic: Lazare), Gabriel Lagazidze
(patronymic: Petre), lvane Imedidze (patronymic: Davit)

— Mikheil (Pantsale) imedidze’s father), loseb Begumishvili
(patronymic: Pore), Dimitri Bakuridze (patronymic: Gabriel),
Besarion (Beso) Kvitelashvili (patronymic: Davit) and Rostom
Begoidze (patronymic: Grigol).

Based on the resolution of May 5-9, 1943 passed by the
Military Tribunal of the Transcaucasian Front, Abasho Abashidze,
Elizbar Abashidze, Ivane Arindauli, Irakli Garsevanidze, Dimitri
Bakuridze, Gogale Mindidze, Kimote (according to some sources
— Timote — author’s note) Lagazidze and Samson Sulakauri were
sentenced to be executed with the confiscation of property.**
However, based on the decree of June 30, 1943 passed by the
Military Board of the Supreme Court of the USSR, the death
penalty was replaced with 10 years of imprisonment in labor
camps and the deprivation of the right to vote for 5 years after
imprisonment.

Rostom Begoidze, Archil Mamukishvili, Amiran Kadagidze,
Kimote Lukhumaidze and Beso Kvitelashvili were released due to
the lack of evidence. The rest of the members were sent into exile
for five or ten years with the deprivation of the right to vote for an
additional 5 years.

Document Ne3

Appeal of Kimote Lagazidze’s wife, Nato Lagazidze
(patronymic: Andria), residing in the village of Zemo Alvani,
Akhmeta region, to the Minister for State Security of Georgia
Alexandre Kochlavashvili:

“I write to tell you that on November 25, 1942 my husband
Kimote Lagazidze (patronymic: Svimon) was arrested in
connection with banditry during the war. Now he works
at Beloglazov Regional Hospital in Altai Krai. He wrote
me a letter, asking to send him a diploma attesting to the
completion of his studies at the Faculty of Medicine. However,
following his arrest the diploma was discovered and taken
during a search by the security organs. For this reason, |
appeal to you for assistance in returning the diploma so that |
can send it to my husband.

3/X 1952. N. Lagazidze™*?

10. Revaz Kverenchkhiladze, “The Way of Torture”, book Il, Universali
publishing, Thilisi, 2017, p. 278.

11. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421575, volume 1, p. 119.
12. 1bid.,p. 120.

65

www.archive.security.gov.ge



©m393dg6&0 Ne3.

Lod. Lobgm3dBaggm 3dadFmgdab 3nbabEm
3m9qdLebEMg 3mdmozsdzamabspda daBgFama
30dmag magsbadalb dgumemab, sb3gEalb Gosambalb
bmg. 9gdm 3m3563n Jsbmzmgdo bsgm SbpMasl
sbgemo moasbadalb 3363boswgds (LEoma ©sEnmoas):

»3ma5blbgbgda, mm3 Rgda Jdsmo 3ndmag
L303mbalb dg Ms35bndy I35§NIMgdYmo aym 1942
Bmab 25 6mg3396Ab; m3ob ML 3560036
©53533069300. 339533 ab IyIosmdL sem@sab
dbsmg30 dgmmamsdmzab Mo bsszsdymamda
©> BgMamon Jobmglb 3593bs36ma dab Jngm
Loz mMbosmm Go3mMEBgEab EIINS3Mgdab
©53503bGYMgdgma Ladym-odmmda. gb
93565L369mn 30 Rgdn J3Mab 3580dMqdalb J9d09g
RbAg30L MGML agm Bosmgdanma mMmasbmgdal
dogM. 530bogalb gobmgo 0gd396Lb a5635Ma9magdslb
Lysosbsm mMasbmgddg, Mosms ©530dMybmb
3b036ymo o3mm3dn daba 3ymzbamgdabsdgdm
33bagds3650.

3/X 1952 6. 6. msgsbadg“’®

©m39396@0 Ned (LEomo oEmnd):

»b3d. LLE (396@GsmAE 3mInggdb
3b3g@ab Msamba bmgs. Bgdm semgsba
3603m ambgdob-sbym sMnbrsymal

3dsbggbogdo
Imasblbgbgdo, mm3 Rgdn Jdscn 03369 Lzndmbab-
dg >@abeysmmoa 1941 Bmosb ©335§0dMgdymos. Mol
399393 dobo 3GoggMa goom, M3dgesiz gobmgm
3536mdma 3mibsmos oy sEo.

3563(3bsgdgmo 3. SEabrsyma,
15/X 52 Bgmoa“'4

©m39336@0 NeS (bgoma ©sEomoas):

Bbgmbgmomao
dg 3Mabrdsyma 5603m ambgdal sbyymb
393m3gsbaes Fgdn as6(3bsgdal 3sbyba Rydn Jacmalb
3M0bsygma 03569 L3zndmbab dab smy33ab Jgbobgd
3b3dg@ab bsg. Lab. mdadMmmgdalb dogM, MsDyes3
bgmb: ...(56 0g30mbgds, 338.) 360gm SEabrsmma
26/XI 52 B.“°

Losmgogm baddg Ned21927-0b Babgogom, gobshgba
1943 Brob 12 056306b 308ma@obs 5309 3o339b00b
BOMBEG 0L LadbgM™M GFMdyboms. onbbmgdmawn
305b3doMmnmgl:

30033 05bmbab dg dmdmnsdgamn — Jggmomeos bag.
LLE LLg 17-58-1 (3) (0653mbsBoemgmds Loddmdemb
moma@do, Rogbama Ladbgmm 8mbadbabymal BogM)
dnbmo ©s onbEMgdmaw Bagbogs Lobyggmalb mdsmmgbo
Bm3s — bz g@o 3oMawn dmbgdal 3mbgalzsznaom;

dobgoem (5356(35mg) 03356g9L dg 0dgrandy —
36mxzgbonm 898 y939-06g06g60. gggemms bagd. LLE Lb

13.3LL 56 g0, | 356y., 3. 6, bastrgogm bogdg Ne421575, §). 14, 3. 120.

14. 0439, a3- 301.
15. 0439, a3- 297.
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Document Ne4
“To the Central Committee of the Georgian SSR
The village of Zemo Alvani, Akhmeta region
Aniko Arindauli (patronymic: loseb)

Statement
| write to inform you that my husband, Ivane Arindauli
(patronymic: Svimon), was arrested in 1941. Since then we
have heard nothing about him. Please let me know whether he
is alive or not.
Declarant: A. Arindauli, 15/X 5273

Document Ne5
“Notice

In reply to my statement, I, Aniko Arindauli (patronymic:
loseb), was informed about the death of my husband, lvane
Arindauli (patronymic: Svimon), by the Regional State
Security of Georgia in Akhmeta... (Indecipherable — author’s
note) Aniko Arindauli

26/X1 52714

According to the archival file Ne421927, on January 12,
1943 the Military Tribunal of the Transcaucasian Front passed a
sentence. The following persons were tried in absentia:

Adam Bobghiashvili (patronymic: lason) was charged
under Article 17-58-1 (b) of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
(Complicity, treason by military personnel). He was sentenced in
absentia to be executed with the confiscation of property;

Mikheil (Pantsale) Imedidze (patronymic: lvane):
Occupation — forester, engineer. He was charged under Article
17-58-1 (b) of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Complicity,
treason by military personnel). He was sentenced in absentia to be
executed with the confiscation of property;

Bagrat Tavberidze (patronymic: Pavle) was charged
under Article 17-58-1 (b) of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
(Complicity, treason by military personnel). He was sentenced in
absentia to be executed with the confiscation of property;

Giorgi (Patso) Veshaguridze (patronymic: Alex) was
charged under Article 58-1 (b) of the Georgian SSR Criminal
Code (Treason by military personnel). He was sentenced in
absentia to be executed with the confiscation of property;

lvane Machablishvili (patronymic: Davit) was charged
under Article 58-1 (b) of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
(Treason by military personnel). He was sentenced in absentia to
be executed with the confiscation of property;

Darejan Tavberidze (patronymic: Isak) — as a family
member of a Traitor of the Motherland, she was sent into 5-year
exile with her daughter — Asmat Tavberidze, in Novosibirsk

province; *°

13. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421575, volume 14, p. 301.
14. Ibid., p. 297.
15. Ibid., v. 6, p. 19.



17-58-1 (3) (09653mbsBoemgmds Loddmdmmb mamas@doa,
Rogboma Lodbgomm 8mbadbabymal ogM) Bmbmo o
obEMgdma© Bngbags Lobggmalb Mdsmmgbo dmds
— ©obgMg@s oMo gmbgdal 3mbgabgsnom;

353658 353mglb dg mo3dg6ndg — dgggnamms bag.
LLE Lbg 17-58-1 (3) (09658mbsBamgmds Laddmdemmb
0ama®30, Ragboemo Ladbgmm dmbadLabaEal dogm
mbmo s EonbEMgdmaom Bngbogs Labggmob @dsmmgbo
Bm3s — @abgMgGe oMo Jmbgdal 3mbanbgsonm;

aom@ao (Boi3m) semgdbob dg 393s5396ndg
— 3998o6@s bog. LLE Ll 58-1 (3) (bLoddMdemmb mams@o,
Rogboma Lodbgomm 8mbadbabymal ogM) 8mbmo o
obBMgdma© Bagbags Labggmalb Mdsmemgbo dmds
— ab3Mg@o 30Mown Jmbgdol 3mbgabgsznnm (Bgmmmabs
5 bodo ol 358080 gdal dgdga Mogem RadsMms
3mmo(300b o @abzMn@qL);

03563 33000l dg 33R53mndgama — Jgggomms
Log. LLE bl 58-1 (3) (bLEB3MBEML oG,
Ro@gboma Ladbgmm 8mbadbabymal 8ogM) 8bemo s
onbEMgdmam Bogbogs Lobggmab MBsmemgbo dmds
— obgMg@o 3oMowo Jmbgdals 3mbgabgsznnm;

©3Mgs6 abszalb sb. mszdgMady, Mmame(3
meoma@nb mygobob Bg3mn, goabobmgdam ndbs
Bmgmbodambzob memddo 5 Bemoom, Jomadgam sbdsm
®038960dgbmab gﬁ)moQ;m

60bm goemmb sbyyma 3933396Mndy, Amamei(s
dmmama@nl mygsbalb Bgzho, goababmgdam odbs
Bm3mbodoAb ol menddo 5 Bemao; !’

3535 smb sb. 0dgendy, Jobgoem 0dgmadals
g, Mmam@ 3 Immoms@ab mgsbal Byzca, Jdsmbs
©5 Jomndzommsb gMmem, assbobmgdam ngbs
bm3gmbodombzob meddo 5 Bmoom. J8sto s dzama
ao03bobmgdsdo samn3646;™®

23589606y mg30mAgL sb. dsAmndzama-adgoady,
dabgom 0dg0dals (3mmn, gosbobmgdmm ngbos
Bmgmbodo@bzolb menddo 5 Brmaon; ™

Lostgogm bagddg Ne43527-ab dobgogom
305b33oMnmyl:

shom 3mgdbsbeMmglb dg 30@mdzama,
©3d50gd9ma 1923 Bgmb mgmegol Moombab bmes.
bgdm smzo6da, b3 dmdomadg, amabo, bogegzdomm
o33 69360 1940 Bemosb, badygsmm gobsmmygdoom,
obomgsbgdgma, 276-g bEmmgmo ogoboob
339 9@ Y309836 393000 do@oeombol
708 g656@0, gy EnMa. dggmsmms Lad. LLE LLg
58-1 (8) (bLo83MdEML oM@ N, Rogboma badbyemm
8mbodbaba@malb 8ogm), 58-8 (EgMmmmabEnma sd@n), 58-
11 (ymggmazomo mMasbadgdamon §8gwgds, 8ndsGormma
065357l 3mbodbomgdmom 96 Rabowgbow) dxmbemgdo
5 53096 35335b00L BEMBE AL LodbgMm GFadnbsemal
1943 Bemab 3 agmabol ewggbomgdol baggmdggmbg
53539 Bmob 9 LB g8d9ML sbzM0E L, BHammam
4obabgmdn goosbabrmagl 8obo gos — bom dobgoemals
sbmemo 308mBzomo?! s dds — ngsby jo@m3goman;?2

16. 3LL ogogo, | 35by., 3. 6, bastjogm Logdg Ne421927, 8. 6, a3. 19.
17. 0439, &- 5, 33- 20.

18. 0439, &- 4, 33. 9.

19. 0d39, ®- 8, a3-21, 8- 15, a3. 33.

20.3Lb ofgogo, | 306y, i3. 6, bostgdogm bagdg Ne43527, 8. 1, a3. 123,
21.3Lb oM gogo, | 306y., g3. 6, bostgogm baddg Ne43527, 6. 3, a3. 25.

22. 0439, &-1, a3- 120.

Nino Veshaguridze (patronymic: Valo) - as a family member

of a Traitor of the Motherland, she was sent into 5-year exile in

Novosibirsk province;

Maka Imedidze (patronymic: Ado) was Mikheil Imedidze’s

mother. As a family member of a Traitor of the Motherland,
she was sent into 5-year exile with her husband and daughter in
Novosibirsk province. Her husband and daughter died in exile;"

Ekaterine Bartishvili-lmedidze (patronymic: Tevdore)

was Mikheil Imedidze’s wife. She was sent into 5-year exile in
Novosibirsk province. 8

According to archival file Ne43527, these persons were also tried:
Archil Kitoshvili (patronymic: Alexandre) — born in

1923 in the village of Zemo Alvani, Telavi region. Citizenship

— USSR; Social status — peasant. Since 1940 he was a member of
the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League. Education —

secondary; Marital status — single; Lieutenant of the Machine Gun
Battalion of the 276" Rifle Division, guerrilla. He was charged
under Avrticle 58-1 (b) (Treason by military personnel), Article 58-
8 (Terrorist acts) and Article 58-11 (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes)
of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. Based on a resolution of July
3, 1943, passed by the Military Tribunal of the Transcaucasian
Front, on September 9, 1943 Archil Kitoshvili was executed,®

his mother — Sido Kitoshvili (patronymic: Mikheil) % and brother
— Ivane Kitoshvili#* were sent into exile in North Kazakhstan. As
a result of Article I of January 16, 1989 passed by the Presidium
of the Supreme Council of the USSR, both of them were later
rehabilitated. %

Grigol (Gigo) Kaadze (patronymic: Alex) — born in 1906 in

the village of Zemo Alvani, Telavi region. Citizenship — USSR;

Social status — peasant; Non-party; Marital status — married;

Education — higher; He served at the veterinary hospital of the

372" garrison. He was a guerrilla fighter. On September 9, 1943

he was executed;

Ilia Tsiskarishvili (patronymic: Abram) — executed on

September 9, 1943; 2

Dimitri Ujirauli (patronymic: lobi) —in his case, the death

penalty was replaced with 10 years of exile. 2

Ikale Kaadze (patronymic: Alex) was charged under Article

17-58-1 (b) (Complicity, treason by military personnel), Article
58-8 (Terrorist acts) and Article 58-11 (Any kind of organizational
or support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes)
of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. He was sentenced to 10-year
exile in labor camp and the deprivation of the right to vote for 5
years.

under Article 17-58-1 (b) (Complicity, treason by military
personnel), Article 58-8 (Terrorist acts) and Article 58-11 (Any

Luarsab Melaidze (patronymic: Ekvtime) was charged

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421575, volume 5, p. 20.
Ibid., v. 4, p. 9.

Ibid, v. 8, p. 21, v. 15, p. 33.

MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 43527, volume 1, p. 123.
Ibid., v.3, p. 25.

Ibid., v. 1, p. 120.

lbid., v. 1, p. 124, 126.

Ibid., v. 1, p. 190.

Ibid., v. 1, p. 84.

www.archive.security.gov.ge
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LLE PBomegbo Ladgmb 36gDowamdals 1989 Bemal 16
056360l 36dobgdamgdals | 3gbmals mebobldaw, mMogg
9930m0@nMgdymas.?

3Gogme (3oam) seggdbob dy gosdy, @edorgdgere
1906 B9l ogmogol Hoombol bmggm Dgdm segs6do,
LLE 3 Bmdoemadg, amagbo, 3G oM, oMy sbgdyma,
MBommabo gobommagdoom, Jbobymmdos 372-g
35Mb0DmMbab 398 mobaMgmdo 39890850, wgdg@mEoto,
obgM0@ gl 1943 Bemol 9 Lgd®gddgmb;

amod 336530l dg (30bgsMndgomn abzMadgb 1943
Bemob 9 bgd@gddgab;?

©0dngMo omdab dg gxomsnmb ©obzmgdoe
899335 s0bBmnsbo gosbsbmgdom.?

03y semgdbab dg dosdg — dggmames bogd.
LLE LL3 17-58-1 (3) (9653mbsBoemgmds Loddmdemb
moma@do, Rogboman badbgMm dmbedbabamal Bogm),
58-8 (8gmmMobBma 54@0n), 58-11 (ymzgmazsmo
mMa5b0Ddgdgmo Jdgwmgds, dodsMommmo ©sbsdsmmoal
3mbo8bogdmaem 56 Rsbowgbsow) dnbmgda s Bogbogs
10 Bemoo gosbobmgds dEms-gobbmmgdom ds6s3d0, 5
Brmoom basmBgzbm b3ab gmadol Rs8mGmmggs.

m36bsd gdzmndgb dg dgemsndy, dggmomms Lag.
LLE LLg 17-58-1 (3) (95653mbsBoengmds Laddmdeamb
moma@do, Rogbomon badbgMm dmbedbabamal 8og®),
58-8 (8 gmmMabGmo o4@0n), 58-11 (ymggmazsma
ma560Da 3090 §890090s, JodsMormo ©sbsdsmmal
3mboddowgdmow o6 Robowgbow) dqbmada s dogbags
10 Bemoom goobobmgds dGmBs-gobbmmgdom dsbs3da,
5 Bemoom bosmRgsbm 630l MEmgdol RsdmEmmadggs.
3500bobmadneb 39moM sdMmbros.?

Los®gogm baddg Ned3737-0b dobgogoo @osds@ndmgl:
gomadg gds@emma, dabgom oMgmdzoma,
33653 og3megb dg dmdmnsdgamao (10 Egemn),
0m3 gosdg (obgmo@glb), dsmg 5353ndg, a3sdMage
Jo30365330ma, Smgdba 3abzscadzama (10
Bgma), 398Mg 63339mo6an, 33dMagem 350330em0,
ans3byman JsMHam3zama, JAabEm mybsdsndy,
0ombgd gabmdgzamon, Mg35D BsMmgymady,
3mgdbobMg sembsbsdzoma, 353mg JabBndgzama,
msbaMg dsdndMa, bmbos m360d5d30man, bowads
doMamdgomn, aMszmoa dabshsgma (10 bgmo),
3mgdLabrMs bgxsdzoma (8 Bgmo), 336583 Bm@mmady
(8 Bgemo), semgdLba Bgemaga, semgdba 65L03sdgznma,
m9356 3306035330m0, gomego RsRJs65330ma (10
Bgmo), Babgaem dgM@asdznmn, amos dsGmndgzomo
(10 Bgemn), 5053 b333gmoyn, anmMan dsGmndgzomo
(obgMg o, goMmmsn(zgoms 1949 bgmb), boscjogm bogddg
N2421562-0b 80bgmg00 @os35803Mgb s 8806 3o335b00b
BOMbE L Ladbgmm GFMadybomds gosbsdstmms
d99mga0 d0fgdoa:

36bgb s30mab dg 3dymadg — 10 Bgemo;

3mbLE36E0bg Lsdmammal dg ms38gMadg — 10 byemo;

gom gbEs@agb dg mo3d36ndg — aomaz30byGmES;

Heb@m3d semgdLob dg dagemsyady — gomogabagmms;

30mM30 033mdnb dg bggosammady — asomszabygmes;

LsbMm am@ob dg @sbosady — gomsgobagmes;

23. 3L sGgogo, | 396y., 3. 6, bostg. Ne43527, 8. 1, a3. 124, 126.

24. 0439, &-1, 3. 190.

25. 0439, &-1, 33. 84.
26. goma0 (3m(39b0dy, ,odnHo JAmboggda, 45dm3(399mmds
»@0ma 964, 2004, 3. 33.
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kind of organizational or support actions related to the preparation
or execution of crimes) of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. He
was sentenced to 10-year exile in labor camp and the deprivation
of the right to vote for 5 years. He died in exile.

According to archival file Ne43737, the following persons
were arrested: Filip Usharauli, Mikheil Turkoshvili, Abram
Bobghiashvili (patronymic: Tevdore) (sentenced to ten years
of imprisonment), loram Kaadze (executed), Mate Abashidze,
Gabriel Kavtarashvili, Alex Tsiskarishvili (sentenced to
ten years of imprisonment), Petre Nakvetauri, Gabriel
Kaishvili, Tavsulti Margoshvili, Kristo Lukhamaidze, loseb
Jikhoshvili, Revaz Pareulidze, Alexandre Alkhanashvili,
Pavle Kistishvili, Lazare Mamiauri, Sonia Ghanishashvili,
Khadisha Margoshvili, Irakli Bukhachauri (sentenced to ten
years of imprisonment), Alexandra Sepashvili (sentenced to
eight years of imprisonment), Egnate Tsotoridze (sentenced to
eight years of imprisonment), Alex Tselauri, Alex Nasipashvili,
Levan Kvirikashvili, Giorgi Chachkanashvili (sentenced to ten
years of imprisonment), Mikheil Berdiashvili, llia Bartishvili
(sentenced to ten years of imprisonment), Adam Nakvetauri and
Giorgi Bartishvili (executed in 1949).

According to archival file Ne421562, these persons were
arrested and tried by the Military Tribunal of the Transcaucasian
Front:

Arsen Abuladze (patronymic: Davit) — 10 years;

Konstantine Tavberidze (patronymic: Samoil) — 10 years;

Pido Tavberidze (patronymic: Estate) — released;

Rostom Mgelauridze (patronymic: Alex) — released;

Giorgi Khvedaguridze (patronymic: lakob) — released;

Sandro Ghaziaidze (patronymic: lori) — released;

Longinoz (Longo) Kakhoidze (patronymic: lvane)

— released,;

Vakhtang Buzhaidze (patronymicL Petre) — released;

Pido Khabaidze (patronymic: Ivane) — released;

Shota Antsukhelidze (patronymic: Rostom) — released,;

Luarsab (Rosa) Ghulelauri (patronymic: Simon)
—released;

Giorgi Kakhoidze (patronymic: Ghvtiso) — released;

Archil Laiburishvili (patronymic: Ivane) — released;

Irakli Lilauri (patronymic: lason) — released,;

Konstantine Ichirauli (patronymic: Giorgi) — released,;

Mate Ichuaidze (patronymic: Rostom) — 10 years;

Panto Bashinuridze (patronymic: Filip) — 10 years;

Daniel Bighoidze (patronymic: Ivane) — 5 years;

Saba Kortoshidze (patronymic: Lazare) — 5 years;

Gabro Kitidze (patronymic: Koba) — suspended sentence of
3 years in prison;

Arsen Gigoidze (patronymic: Levan) — released;

Nikoloz (Kolia) Mouravidze (patronymic: Kimote)

— released,;

Ilia Gagoidze (patronymic: Alex) — released;

Archil Ichirauli (patronymic: Mikheil) — released;

Vladimer Ichirauli (patronymic: Mikheil) — released;

25. Giorgi Tsotsanidze, “Tushetian Chronicles”, Diogene Publishing, 2004, p. 33.



mmbaabmd (mmbam) 03569L dg 3osbmadg —
300030L9BR?;

33b@sbgy 398Mgb dg dygsady — gomogabyymes;

goem 03369b dgy bsdsadg — aomogobygmes;

dmans GmbEmBnb dg s6Bgbgemndy — avosgabmegemes;

m36bsd (Ambs) Ledmbob dg mymgmayHa
~ 350930bgBEES;

3nmMgo mzmobmb dg gobmadg — gomagabygmes;

shaem 03569b dg msndyMmadzoma —
300930L9BRs;

0653m0 05bmbalb dg momogFn — gomegobymmos;

3mbLEs6E0by anmManb dg adoMmomma —
300030L9BR?;

sy AmbLEM3ab dg nhysadg — 10 Bgemo;
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Petre Buzhaidze (patronymic: Khetsuri) — 10 years;
Giorgi (Gogale) Khokhiaidze (patronymic: Bagrat) — 10 years;
loram Kaadze (patronymic: Mose) — 10 years;

Mose Lilauri (patronymic: Samson) — 10 years;
Giorgi Rainauli (patronymic: Parten) — 10 years;
Irodi Buzhaidze (patronymic: Khetsauri) — 10 years;
Mate Devdaraidze (patronymic: loseb) — 10 years;
Bagrat Rainauli (patronymic: Ivane) — 10 years;
loseb Khelaidze (patronymic: Nikoloz) — 10 years;
Giorgi Kardlidze (patronymic: Erast) — 10 years;
Andro Gagoidze (patronymic: Zakaria) — 10 years;
Vasil Otiuridze (patronymic: Mikheil) — 10 years.

Document Ne6

Prisoner of Telavi prison Ne3 - Andria Gagoidze’s statement
addressed to the Chairman of the Military Tribunal of the
Transcaucasian Front on November 19-22, 1943. The file contains
many such documents.

“I am from the Tushetian villages. On April 1, 1943, I,
Andria Gagoidze, was arrested.

| was accused of supporting and being involved in a
counter-revolutionary organization, which was located
10-15 kilometers away from our village. | write to inform
you that | did not support their activity. | just signed their
statement. It happened as follows: 1, Anria Gagoidze, was
at my winter house. This house and our village in general
is remote, located far away from the rest of the region and
distant from government and culture. One day, when it was
getting dark, three unknown men came to my house. Later,
it was revealed that these persons were: 1) Bashinuridze
Simon, who was a military deserter, 2. Tsadzikidze Davit,
who was also a deserter, and 3) Bobghiashvili Adam, one of
the representatives (leaders) of this counter-revolutionary
organization. These three men came to my house and held
me captive. They asked me to sign the statement of their
organization. I flatly refused. Afterwards, they wanted to
punish me by killing me. In addition, the threatened to burn
my family members, house, and cattle. I decided to sign
temporarily and save my life in order to tell the truth to the
Soviet workers’ and peasants’ government. | was not involved
in their activities. However, | was accused of supporting them
and was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment with the
confiscation of property. Please take into consideration that I
signed the statement in fear. Please release me from prison in
order to work faithfully in the collective farm. I am looking
forward to your response. 2

Aurrests of the members of the counter-revolutionary
organization Saman continued during the following years.
For example, on June 2, 1946, Davit Tsadzikidze and Simon

Bashinuridze, who are mentioned in Document Ne6, were

26. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421562, volume 1, p. 694.
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arrested by the regional NKVD in Akhmeta. Based on the
resolution of August 13, 1946 passed by the Military Tribunal

of the Transcaucasian Military District, they were charged under
Article 58-1 (b) (Treason by military personnel) of the Georgian
SSR Criminal Code. They were sent into a 10-year exile in a labor
camp with the confiscation of property and deprived of the right to
vote for 5 years. #

Thus, yet another attempt of freedom-loving Georgians to
liberate their country ended in their complete destruction. It is
difficult to say whether the methods they applied were right
or not. However, one thing is beyond doubt. At a time when
the dictatorial Soviet regime had carried out harsh repressions
for over two decades in order to strengthen its power, the
sacrifice made by the Tushetian men was heroic. The Saman
movement was another painful episode in the history of Georgia.
Unfortunately, little is known about it today.

One of the heads of the Saman organization — Adam
Bobghiashvili — wrote a poem on his 30" birthday. He was a
student at Thilisi State University, faculty of philology, and a quite
successful poet. He wrote under the pen-name of Adam Alvaneli.
Of course, following the destruction of Saman, his works were
banned by the government. The Archive of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs preserves a statement of Adam’s mother, Mariam
Bobghiashvili, who came back from exile. Her statement, dated
15 June, 1967 was addressed to the Prosecutor of the Republic
of Georgia Pavle Berdzenishvili, asking for her son’s works to
be published. It is a handwritten document consisting of four
pages and provides very interesting information about Adam
Bobghiashvili.

27. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 46191, volume 1, p. 66.
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28. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421927, volume 1, p. 357.
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Based on the resolution of March 6, 1968 passed by the
Military Assistant Prosecutor of the Transcaucasian Military

District T. Mezurnishvili, Mariam Bobghiashvili’s (patronymic:

Mikheil) appeal was refused.?® However, through the active
support of Adam’s close friend, Liza Vakhvakhishvili, Alvan’s
works have come down to us.

Special thanks to Giorgi Tsotsanidze for his support.

29. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 421927, volume 1, p. 361.
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Mary Barbakadze

Following the anti-Soviet armed August Uprising of 1924, the
Bolsheviks began to fight against different parties, as well as illegal
and anti-Soviet organizations. The Cheka and its successors, with
the help of a widespread network of informants, always managed to
detect and liquidate rebels. Despite such terror throughout Georgia,
people, and especially young people, were eager to fight unarmed
against the Bolshevik authorities. The Georgian political émigrés,
who were in constant contact with Georgia, were under intense
surveillance and control by the Soviet intelligence agencies. During
the Second World War between Nazi Germany and the USSR, some
Georgian émigrés saw an opportunity to liberate Georgia from
the Bolsheviks. Those Georgians who had been forced from their
homeland wanted to restore the independence of Georgia with the
help of the German authorities. This idea also had its followers
within the country. In 1940 young people inspired by this idea
created a “Union of Young Meskhetians” in the Akhaltsikhe region
to resist against the Soviet government.

The Spark from Meskheti

On May 28 and 29, 1942, in broad day-light, around three
hundred anti-Soviet proclamations were disseminated in the streets
of Akhaltsikhe. The texts of these proclamations are presented
below:

“Workers, all our efforts are useless with these deceitful
Bolsheviks. We need to stand against them unanimously and
conclusively. Lets finish with them! Germany is fighting to liberate
us. Let us help her. Down with Stalin. Long live Hitler”.

“Workers, Germany is coming to liberate us. Let us help her. It’s
high time we stood against the Bolsheviks, these robbers, and put an
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#0960 gemgdm, 89m8sbns dmeol 3960
goboomogobmoemgdmow, s396dsmmor dob. mmo
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bodmenmmeo dmgbdmor doomn ds§yass 3memndo go.

doml bGocemabo! gomdom gmb g0 emgmb!™! (bLEoma
RIFY0d)

mbmegdgdal o3@mMgda o 303536 (39mgdmgdo
Ladgmos bgmobyygmgdoo 133sgmpaemm sbamzabal
o0mbals bmgg. 3qbbob 3330060 sbamasbMogdo ny3bgb.
Logdommggmmb bLLE obbabzmBd8s 8sma godmad gomoggds
1942 Bemob bmyg8dgcda dgdmm. Bomo a358086Mgds 30 m&
0989350 gobbmM(30gms. 93g@&gbmds 1942 bgeml, bsboemn
30 8gmeg Bbmgeom mBowsb odcmnbgdal 398wy, 1951
Bgmb @0035803MgL. 1942 Bgemb 35808 gdmmms
dmcab 0y3bgb:

@9356 3L dy guIbody — edogdymo 1888
Bgmb, sbamzobal Goambal bmes. 8bbal 83300060,
3mmdgm@byg, 3(306093(3m©by, Y3 om, bobadsMmmygo
o6 ymazams;

3megomg 03563L dg mg@mdgmady — sdsgdama
1925 Bgemb, sbom(z0balb Goombals bmes. 3bbob 83300060,
om33-0b BggMn, gobsomgdama, Bobadsmmmygn o6
YoOxg3omo;

Imbg B3gsMnslb dg mgemdgmandyg — adagdemn
1925 Bgmb, sbamgobal Gaambal bmes. 8bbal 83300060,
a3bsmmgdmmo, sm33-0b 69360, Bobsdsmmagzn o6
YoOgomo,

dmas >mggdbsbemglb dg absbaMady — ©odorgdnma
1924 Bgmb, sb306dal Goambal bmes. gmdsmgomals
83300060, 3M3LEYma Ladnsmm gobsmmgdom, sm33-0b
69360, 3mbbogmyg, bobodammemygzn o6 ymgams;

30mego 3mgdbsbepmgb dg JuMoadg — sdogdama
1925 Bgemb, sbom(z0balb Goombals bmes. 3mbbob 83300060,
Lodymamm Lgmeab 8gomg 3mobol Imbbagmg, smyg-0b
69360, babadsmmmggn o6 ymazams;

dmmd 353mgb dg absbsmndy — adowgdeema 1924
Bgmb, sb306dal Manmbal bmes. gmdamgomal 8330060,
Legemol 3gy@bgmdol & q60393ab 3gbadg 3m@LAL
LEYEIbEGN, st 33-0b Byzca, bobadsMmmyggn o6 ymeggaems;

30mego 33bomob dg mg@mdgmady — adogdama
1921 Bgmb, sbamzobol Goambals bmes. 8bbals
33300M0, bmgmal 3g@mbgmdal &gq6039dal 3gLsdg
306bob bEmogbo, sm3zz-ab Bgzha, Bomgm s3nsdn
3Lobmmmdos 8 m3z0l g6853mmdsdo;

dommb 35@bmgalb dg mgmmdgmadg — adawgdama
1918 Bgmb, sbamzobal Gaambals bmes. 8bbal 83300060,
33bsmmgdmmo, s 33-0b 69360, Boogm s®30sdo
dLobaEmmdos 1938-1940 Bmgddo, bobodsGmmygn o6
80’)%0@0;

3mdndgh my3sb dy md@mdgemadg —
©3ds0gdqmo 1924 Bgmb, sbamz0bol Goombals bmes.
dqbbab 83300060, 3gsgmann®o 94603930l Jgmmby
396bab bEMogb@n, sm33-0b Bgzto;

1. bagaGanggemmb 3Lb s6dago, | 40by., 3. 6, bogdg 51179, 8. 6, 3e(3. 4.

end to their deceitful policy. Down with Stalin. Long live Hitler”. !

These proclamations were produced and disseminated by young
people living in the village of Muskhi in the Akhaltsikhe region who
were opposed to Soviet power. In November 1942 the Georgian
NKVD managed to expose them. The arrests were carried out in
two stages. Most were arrested in 1942, and the rest only upon their
return from serving in the Great Patriotic War in 1951. Among those
arrested in 1942 were:

Levan (son of Luka) Zhuzhunadze — born in 1888; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — collective farmer; Education — barely literate; Non-
party; No prior convictions;

Porphile (son of lvane) Okromelidze — born in 1925; Place of
residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Member
of the Komsomol; Education - literate; No prior convictions;

Mose (son of Zakaria) Okromelidze — born in 1925; Place of
residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Education
- literate; Member of the Komsomol; No prior convictions;

Shota (son of Alexandre) Inasaridze — born in 1924; Place of
residence — the village of Chobareti, the Aspindza region; Education
— incomplete secondary; Member of the Komsomol; Occupation
— studying at school; No prior convictions;

Giorgi (son of Alexandre) Kurdadze - born in 1925; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — 10" grader; Member of the Komsomol; No prior
convictions;

Shota (son of Pavle) Inasaridze — born in 1924; Place
of residence — the village of Chobareti, the Aspindza region;
Occupation — third-year student at the Agricultural and Technical
College; Member of the Komsomol; No prior convictions;
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1923 bgmb, sboraobolb Moombals bmes. 8bbals
8330060, 3Mmgygbooc abbagmgdgmo, smyz-ob Byzca,
bobodamomggn o6 ymggoms;

0m3s gsbomab dg gogsmady — odorgdama
1924 bgmb, sb306dol Maombals bmes. gmdamgoals
8330060, 3Mmgygbooc obbagmgdgmo, smyz-ob Byzca,
bobodatomggn o6 ymggome;

LgMam mg3560b dg b3smady — odowgdyemon 1925
Bgmb, sb306dal Maambals bmes. gmdamgoal 3330060,
Lodgamm bgmeab 8g-10 3mobol mbbagmg, smyz-ob
69360, babaBoMomggn o6 ymggoms;

dmad bmmemm3mbab dg b3smadg — adowgdama
1915 Bgmb, sb306dol Maambals bmes. gmdaomgoals
33300060, 3mmIgM@byg, asbsmmgdama, N3sGEom, sy
60[)08060)@330;

dmbyg 3s3mglb dg 0bsbsmady — adowgdmmo 1905
Bgmb, sbargobolb Maambal bmes. 8bbal 33300060,
3Mm3gn@by, 3sMGom, bobadsGmmygn o6 ymgnme;

398y 333mab dg mg@mdgemady — sdorgdama
1880 bgmb, sboraobolb Mambal bmgs. xqbbob
33300060, 3mmdgn@by, 3(30693(3mw©by, N3G om,
3990b 5680530 BbabaGmdos 1904-1907 s 1914-1917
Brgdda. 3963930306 a03M®0s30 08ymxzgdmms 3 mzgab
356803mmdada. BobadsMmmmygn o6 ymegnmo;
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Brob g06853emmdado;
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33300060, 3mmdgn@by, 3(30693(3mw©by, N3G om,
8oma(300b mEao6mgddo 3qdomdos 1922-1926 brgddo.
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3 33-0b ymgama bggMo, sGobmmo mdsmemgbo
30bsmmgdaom, babodsMomggo o6 ymggams, badgmos
®o6M30 dbaba@mds 1942 Bl Lgd@gddcmawsb
1945 Brob mgd@m8dmodwg, badsdymm mdob
8mbobaemg, ogommmgdamoas 8gomon ,a9M85605bg
30356%3900bmg0lb";

aomMan afogmmab dg 3saby@sdg —
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bmg. bbb 83300060, bL 33 (3) ymgama bygo,
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©OROMEMdMEas MM Jgomoo ,3535(3mdabmgals;

03565 gomadgb dy JuMesdy — medawgdamn 1923
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2. bogotonggmmb Jbb sfgago, | asby., 3. 6, bogdg 51179, 8.1, gue(s. 477.
3. 0d39, BO3- 602.
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Komsomol; Between 1938 and 1940 he served in the Red Army; No
prior convictions;

Vladimer (son of Luka) Okromelidze — born in 1924; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — four-year student at the Pedagogical and Technical
College; Member of the Komsomol;

Vladimer (son of lvane) Melikidze — born in 1923; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — teacher; Member of the Komsomol; No prior
convictions;

Toma (son of Vasil) Japaridze — born in 1924; Place of
residence — the village of Chobareti, the Aspindza region;
Occupation — teacher; Member of the Komsomol; No prior
convictions;

Sergo (son of Levan) Khmaladze — born in 1925; Place
of residence - the village of Chobareti, the Aspindza region;
Occupation — 10" grader; Member of the Komsomol; No prior
convictions;

Shota (son of Solomon) Khmaladze — born in 1915; Place
of residence — the village of Chobareti, the Aspindza region;
Occupation — collective farmer; Tried; Education — literate; Non-
party;

Mose (son of Pavle) Inasaridze — born in 1905; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — collective farmer; Non-party; No prior convictions;

Petre (son of Pavle) Okromelidze — born in 1880; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — collective farmer; Education — barely literate; Non-
party; In 1904-1907 and 1914-1917 served in the Tsarist Russian
Army; Served in the Menshevik Guard for three months; No prior
convictions;

Gigola (son of Giorgi) Maisuradze — born in 1887; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;
Occupation — collective farmer; Education — barely literate; Non-
party; In 1908-1911 and 1914-1917 served in the Tsarist Russian
Army; Served in the Menshevik Guard for a year;

Archil (son of Mikheil) Melikidze — born in 1876; Place
of residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region;

Occupation — collective farmer; Education — barely literate; Non-
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33bmgMgdo . sbomzabgdo, LLZ3 (3) ymayama Bgzcn,
Lodmamm gabommgdaom, babadoMmmygga o6 ymagams,
1942 Bmab 05bgFnwseb 1948 Bl bmgddcedwmy
3LobmmmdEs Laddmms KoMa. Ladsdmmm mdab
dmbobamg, oxnmmmgdamoas dgmaom: ,a9M3sb0sbdy
30356 %3900bmgab”.

dngdob 3gmgasm omanbos, Mm3d 1941 byl
sbamzobab Msombob Lmg. 3¢bb3n Lodgmms
bgmobygmgdoom 38symagomm 396393038
m9356 gug965d9g3 o 3mMgamy mdmmIgmadyd
RoBmoyamndgl ,dgbbgonlb sbsmasdAogdalb
do@mgeygmoa 3333060, 3mbGEmEMg3mema309©o
©3RaRgd0b 30M39mo MmEMasbodszogmo 3g36qds 1941
Brob Lyd®g8dgMadn dgmas. bLbom8sl gbbmgdmebab
bemgz. Iqbbob 33300Mba: gomEan doobyMady, 3enondgm
mgmm3gmady, 3mMgomyg mdMm8gmadg, dodem 0gs6adg,
dmms mgmmBgmady, aom@an gagnbodg, smygdbobomg
9990649, ®93@MAY mJHmIgerady, srgdbo o
dmbg 3gmongadggdo s gomMan Jumosdg. xangolb
bgm8dmgzebgmom 3mMgamy md@madgmadg abobgmes,
30l dmomgomyo — d93wmamdda 3mb@HMg3mm30ncin
ma560Ds300b ghom-gFmo sg@omca bgzco gmswndgm
mgEAm3gmady. 3ma 3069300 MmEgsbabazosl
dg99960n©bgb: 3mbg mdHmdgmady, dmms absbafndg,
a0m@a0 mdmdmdgemoady, 3oMmb mMmdgmadg, gmawndg@
8gmagadg, LyMam b3gmady, Imms b3smadg s Lbggda.

239Lbgmal sbsmasdMmgdals 303d060b” Jmagom
80bsbL Ladgmms bgmabygmgdol Babssm8wga
ddmems BoMmImaa 9bws. 3gm@g 8bmegemam m3do
396306gmms godsMg390bs s Jomn obIomgdom
Logomoggmmb dmmdg303960basb gomsgobeyamgdals
0390 3dmboom. mMasbndsznab Bygmgdal doMomawn
Log30s6mds Lo ygngHo s BgMommdoma 568 0badgmas
©5 3Mmxdob@nmo 5308530000 3g8mogeMmamgdms,
01339, LogaMmgdal 9dmbgggzeda, o6 ge8mma3bazwbyb
©039Mbogm-89OHmEabGgmoa od@gdalb dmBymdabss.

33mbsMowon 3mAgomg megmdgmadab 1943 Bmolb 12-
13 ogdggemab sz30mbzal mddnwsb:

230b30: Mo 0ym 3/6 mEgs60bs300b Rosdmysmndgdal
Lodmenmm 0bs6a?

3obigbo: 3/6 maabadsznob Rodmysmadgdal Lodmmmmm
80bs6L 69060LdngHo 3abom Ladgmms bgmobygmgdal
©53bmds BomBmoma b, Moz gmmabbdmdms sbggg
393ab@ o 39M3sbnal ymggmdb&og obdamgdal.

3oobgo: Mo agm 3/ mEasbabdszn0lb 88m(3569307?

3abgbo:l. bob@gds@ Mo sb@nboddmms ©s
3Mmx30d0b@Geo 5308 9(300b BoMBmgds dmbabrgmdado,
Lo@yzogca o BgFammdamo gm@Gdao.

2. ©039Mbos gMm-gMmo g5qd@uco gmmdss badgmos

bgmobyamgdobmeb Ladmdmmggmom — bngdal s
3D900b 539009909, Gamgnmb-Ggmagagcogals 3o3docal
36gmdMmnsb godmygebs, Mm8gmoaz LEMsGgaommo
860336gmmdal ogm.

3. dgoofomgdamon godmbgms s Gghmon
LogoMoggmmboseb gMmbEGob babals dmsbemmgdals
3dg8mbgg3930, Bomsz @ob3smgdsl aognbgzoom
35dob@n& Lodbgm 6obamgdl.

party; In 1922-1926 served in the militia; No prior convictions. 2
Among those people arrested in December 1951 were: 3
Vladimer (son of Lazare) Okromelidze — born in 1923, in

the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Place of residence

— the village of Sabue, the Kvareli region; Former member of the

Komsomol; Education — incomplete higher; No prior convictions;

Between September 1942 and October 1945 he served at the Red

Army; Fought in the Great Patriotic War; He has been awarded

medal “For the Victory over Germany”’;

Giorgi (son of Grigol) Maisuradze — born in 1923; Place of
residence — the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Former
member of the Georgian Communist Party (Bolsheviks); Education
— secondary; No prior convictions; Between June 1942 and January
1945 served in the Red Army; Fought in the Great Patriotic War;
Awarded medal “For Courage”;

lvane (son of Philip) Kurdadze — born in 1923; Place of
residence - the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Former
member of the Georgian Communist Party (Bolsheviks); No prior
convictions; Between 1942 and 1946 served in the Red Army;
Fought in the Great Patriotic War; Awarded medals “For Victory
over Germany” and “For Bravery in the Great Patriotic War”;

Giorgi (son of Levan) Zhuzhunadze — born in 1921; Place of
residence - the village of Muskhi, the Akhaltsikhe region; Former
member of the Georgian Communist Party (Bolsheviks); Education
— secondary; No prior convictions; Between January 1942 and
November 1948 he served in the Red Army; He fought in the Great
Patriotic War; Awarded medal “For Victory over Germany”.

The investigation revealed that in 1941 the Menshevik
Levan Zhuzhunadze and Porphile Okromelidze, who were
dissatisfied with Soviet power, created the “Hitler Union of Young
Meskhetians” in the village of Muskhi in the Akhaltsikhe region.
In September 1941 this counter-revolutionary group convened its
first meeting, which was attended by villagers of Muskhi, including
Giorgi Maisuradze, Vladimer Okromelidze, Porphile Okromelidze,
Shakro Ivanidze, Shota Okromelidze, Giorgi Zhuzhunadze,
Alexandre Zhuzhunadze, Tevdore Okromelidze, Alex Melikidze,
Mose Melikidze and Giorgi Kurdadze. Porphile Okromelidze
became the head of the group, and the deputy head was Vladimer
Okromelidze, later one of the activists of the counter-revolutionary
organization. Later Mose Okromelidze, Shota Inasaridze, Giorgi
Okromelidze, Miron Okromelidze, Vladimer Melikidze, Sergo
Khmeladze, Shota Khmeladze and others joined the organization.

The main purpose of the “Union of Young Meskheitans” was
to fight against Soviet power. They hoped that Germany would be
victorious in the Great Patriotic War and liberate Georgia from the
Bolsheviks. Although the actions of the members of the organization
did not extend beyond oral and written anti-Soviet and pro-fascist
agitation, they did not exclude organizing sabotage and terrorist acts
in case of necessity.

Here is an extract from Porphile Okromelidze’s interrogation
protocol, dated 12-13 February 1943:

“Question: What was the ultimate purpose of creating this

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, volume 1, p. 477.
3. lbid., p. 602.
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4. Ho0mbal 3oMmB oy badsbybobdggdmm
®065800g0mdgdDg dmBndoggms 05306789, 6mbadya
39 o0l BgGoemgdon .4

Lobbeab badsmmmoal bogddgdo o ©m3Ndgb@gddan
50b0dbymos, BmB 1942 Bemob gobagbmmobogzals
ma5b0do300 bszdome Rsdmysmadgdmm bobosmb
3&oMgdos. 39ogms bymddmgsebgmo, bymddmgsbgmal
dmaanmyg ©d bogdomm od@oymco 6936 gda. sbymdwbgb
MM gadmM 30Mg0gdl, Gm3mgdacs bob Lmgg. dxLbals
3565306 batgl, mos (30b g3g3, bk 30 — m@asbads300b
69369800 bazbmzmgdgm sanmgddo 0dsGmgdmes.
0boM3mgdobgb sMomgasma®o 36093930l mddgdl.
3gmbroo Jab@oMgmee R8Borgdyme dgdgre
3930b@Ema g8dmgdnom, babgzMm domgmgdo ©o
0bobgb LobggMmm gomababorl 1 3565m0b MmEybmdaom.
Rodmoyamndgl sMsmgasma@o gs8m 3989, gumbsoman
,63396B635m0 Igbbgmnsb®, Lowsz mMasbabsznal
6936900b 568 0bsdgmms Jabsstmbolb LGs@ngdo ws
madLgdo Mbs sdgdmamaym. Hmamm (3 @szombzal
d99890 35061339, 353ma(30 Pubamal Ibmeme
96m0 bgmbobgmo bmBgMoa. gu@mbamal ga8m393sb
bgm3dmgebgmmdms semgdba dgmagady®.

1942 Bmob gobogbymdg, gOmbEdg bLadmdmemm
3mg390090930L ao5d&0Mgdobmsb gMmoag,
»MOa560bs(300b LymogHds magmds” mg3s6 guynbodgd
b93690L ImJdggdabygb dmnbms. LEMG g dobs
39893, 1942 Bemals 350l3n, stomggaram g36gdody
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counter-revolutionary organization?

Answer: The ultimate purpose of the counter-revolutionary
organization was to overthrow Soviet power by any means,
including with the full support of Nazi Germany.

Question: What were the tasks of the counter-revolutionary
organization?

Answer: 1. Systematic oral and written anti-Soviet and pro-
fascist agitation among the people.

2. Sabotage is one of the most effective forms for fighting
against Soviet power. This included destroying bridges and roads, as
well as cutting strategically important telecommunications.

3. In the case that the front should approach Georgia, we would
organize an armed demonstration and terror in favor of the Nazi
military units.

4. Intimidating party officials with anonymous threatening
letters”.

According to the criminal case documents, by the spring of 1942
the organization was well-organized, with a head, a deputy head,
and very active members. Illegal meetings were often convened in
the open air at the further end of Muskhi village or at the houses of
organization members. They kept records of their illegal meetings,
and had an improvised seal with the fascist emblem, membership
tickets, and they paid membership dues of 1 ruble. They produced
an illegal journal called The Spark from Meskheti that contained
anti-Soviet articles and poetry by the organization’s members.

The interrogations revealed that only one manuscript issue was
published, edited by Alex Melikidze.®

In spring 1942, when fighting had commenced on the front,
the “spiritual leader of the organization,” Levan Zhuzhunadze,

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 1, p. 410.
5. lbid., v. 1, p. 289.
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incited the members of the organization to action. Later, at an illegal
meeting held in May 1942, Porphile Okromelidze raised the issue of
producing and disseminating anti-Soviet papers.

Several protocols of the organization meetings are preserved in
the criminal case, including this one:

On June 13, 1942 a general meeting of the Hitler Union of
Young Meskhetians was held and was attended by a majority of the
members. The following issues were included in the agenda:

1. Admission of new members;

2. Giving thanks to members;

3. Temporary suspension of practical work;

4. Organizational issues.

Discussed — Comrade Porphile Okromelidze’s speech on
the first issue. He said that the situation is now serious. We need
more strength to overcome difficulties imposed on us by cannibal
Bolsheviks. For this reason, new members must be admitted to our
organization, they should be experienced and able to work.

Decided — Mose (son of Zakaria) Okromelidze shall be admitted
to the organization. He is to perform all the tasks imposed by the
organization.

Discussed — Comrade P. Okromelidze’s speech on giving thanks.
He said: “Comrades, we thank those members who are involved
in very dangerous activities. While furious NKVD agents lurk
in the streets, they still managed to disseminate proclamations.
When the full moon was shining in a cloudless sky, pro-Hitler
activists performed their duty. Although they had to overcome many
obstacles, they managed to complete their tasks in a few minutes
and return home safely. For this reason, we give thanks to those
comrades who participated in disseminating the proclamations”.

Decided — On behalf of the organization, P. Okromelidze, Gogi
Maisuradze, Sh. Zhuzhunadze, L. Okromelidze, A. Melikidze and
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G. Kurdadze were thanked for performing tasks that were nearly
impossible to perform under the current situation.®

Following the dissemination of the anti-Soviet proclamations,
the members of the organization sent anonymous threatening
letters to party officials, which read as follows: “Stop the suffering,
the raiding and arresting of innocent people. You are sure that 80
percent of the prisoners are innocent, are you not? You and your
The Bolsheviks, the
working-class people whom you have put behind bars will hold

administration are responsible for this...

you to account for your actions. If they don’t, the members of the
Gestapo will take care of you... As soon as you get this letter,
you must turn your back on Soviet power and the Bolsheviks.””
Similar letters were sent to the Military Committee in Akhaltsikhe,
the department head of Akhaltsikhe, the secretary of the regional
committee of the Communist Party (B) in Aspindza, and the head of
the Akhaltsikhe NKVD.

The main issue of the meetings was how to increase
membership. It was decided to create local groups in the village
of Chobareti in the Aspindza region and in the village of Greli in
the Akhaltsikhe region. Although no group was created in Greli,
the organization gained followers in Chobareti. An investigator
asked Levan Zhuzhunadze, who was arrested on February 15-16,
1943, if he had counter-revolutionary contacts in other regions
besides Akhaltsikhe. He answered that “I flatly declare that my
anti-Soviet activity starts and ends in the village of Muskhi. I don’t
deny saying to the head of the counter-revolutionary organization

6. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 6, pp. 33-35.
7. lbid., v. 6, p. 12.
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of young people, Porphile Okromelidze that I had contacts with the
Mensheviks in Khashuri, and that one Menshevik from Baghdadi
visited me. | emphasize, however, that this was not true. | lied to
him to cheer him up”.® Besides anti-Soviet agitation, religious
issues were often discussed at the meetings. All members of the
organization were tasked with agitating and propagandizing religion
among the people, as well as with reviving old religious holidays
and customs.

In September 1942, following discussions of the issue of
diversion at the meetings, both the organization heads and
the membership tried to obtain explosives and other technical
means. They planned to blow up bridges across the Uraveli and
Akhaltsikhe-Akhalkalaki Highway, as well as the Akhaltsikhe
NKYVD building and the telecommunications line on the left bank of
the Mtkvari. They also thought about how to obtain weapons. They
could get these from civilians, but otherwise they would have to
disarm militia officers or secret police officers. Terrorist acts were
planned against Communist villagers who participated in the arrest
of the German parachutist G. lvanidze.

In the end, no acts of terrorism or sabotage took place, because
they were unable to obtain the necessary explosives or weapons,
they were only able to get four cartridges and a detonator.® The
group’s actually activities still never went beyond anti-Soviet and
pro-fascist agitation. Porphile Okromelidze’s testimony reads:
“During the existence of the counter-revolutionary organization, 8
illegal meetings were held. Such meetings were not convened on
every issue. Levan Zhuzhunadze and | often made decisions, and
only afterwards informed the members of the organization... One of
the reasons for not performing an act of sabotage was that we didn’t

8. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 1, p. 428.
9. Ibid., p. 415.
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have explosives... Soon after, we were arrested”.*°

Sentencing

On June 13, 1943 the Military Tribunal of the Georgian NKVD
reviewed the case related to members of the counter-revolutionary
organization in the village of Muskhi at a closed session in the
Akhaltsikhe NKVD office.

The organization founder, Levan (son of Luka) Zhuzhunadze,
and the head of the organization, Porphile (son of Ivane)
Okromelidze, were both charged under Article 19-58 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code and sentenced to be executed with
confiscation of property.

Mose (son of Zakaria) Okromelidze and Shota (son of
Alexandre) Inasaridze were charged under Article 19-58-9 of
the Georgian SSR Criminal Code and sentenced to 15 years in a
labor camp with deprivation of the right to vote for 5 years and
confiscation of property.

Giorgi (son of Alex) Kurdadze, Grigol (son of Vasil)
Okromelidze, Shota (son of Pavle) Inasaridze, Miron (son of
Barnov) Okromelidze, Vladimer (son of Luka) Okromelidze,
Vladimer (son of lvane) Melikidze, Toma (son of Vasil)
Japaridze, Sergo (son of Levan) Khmeladze and Shota (son
of Solomon) Khmeladze were charged under Article 58-10 of
the Georgian SSR Criminal Code and sentenced to 10 years in a
labor camp with deprivation of the right to vote for 5 years and
confiscation of property.

Mose (son of Pavle) Inasaridze and Petre (son of Pavle)
Okromelidze were charged under Article 58-12 of the Georgian
SSR Criminal Code and sentenced to 7 years imprisonment with
deprivation of the right to vote for 3 years.

10. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 1, p. 410.
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11. Lagstoggmamb 8L stgogoa, | goby., 3. 6, b. 51179, 8. 1, gues. 273.

Archil (son of Mikheil) Melikidze was charged under Article
58-12 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code, and Grigol (son
of Giorgi) Maisuradze was charged under Article 202 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code. They were both sentenced to 5 years
imprisonment.*

Based on the resolution passed by the Military Colleague of
the Supreme Court of the USSR on February 22, 1952, taking into
consideration that the activities of these individuals did not lead
to particularly severe consequences, and that their close relatives
served in the Red Army, Levan Zhuzhunadze’s and Porphile
Okromelidze’s death penalties were commuted and replaced with
20 years of imprisonment. According to the head of the Special
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Georgian SSR,
on July 30, 1949 Levan Zhuzhunadze, and on January 28, 1944
Mose (son of Pavle) Inasaridze, died in prison. On November 3,
1943 Petre Okromelidze was released from incarcertation due to
poor health. In February 1944 Gigola (son of Giorgi) Maisuradze
and Shota (son of Solomon) Khmaladze were also released. The
others served their sentences at different labor camps in Amursk,
Bogoslav, Pechersk, Dubrov, Karaganov, Narili, Zhezkagan and
Tayshet.

The remaining members of the “Union of Young Meskhetians”
were arrested in December 1951, when they returned from the
Great Patriotic War. On March 4, 1952 the Military Tribunal of

11. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 1, p. 273.
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the Ministry for State Security of the Georgian SSR reviewed the
criminal case against Vladimer (son of Lazare) Okromelidze,
Giorgi (son of Grigol) Maisuradze, Ivane (son of Philipe)
Kurdadze and Giorgi (son of Levan) Zhuzhunadze at a closed
session in the Thilisi Ministry for State Security building. They were
accused of being activists of a counter-revolutionary organization
and charged under Article 58-10, part 11, Article 58-11, Article
19-58-8 and Article 19-58-9 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
and sentenced to 25 years in a labor camp, with deprivation of the
right to vote for 5 years and confiscation of property. Vladimer
Okromelidze and Giorgi Zhuzhunadze were deprived of their
medals “For the Victory over Germany” and “For Courage” that
they had received during the Great Patriotic War. The convicts were
classified as “especially dangerous” and were sent to special labor
camps in Kozhvin, Karaganda and Krasnoyarsk.2

Based on a resolution passed by the Military Colleague of
the Supreme Court of the USSR in 1954, the sentences of G.
Zhuzhunadze, I. Kurdadze, V. Okromelidze and G. Maisuradze were
reduced by 15 years. Ivane Kurdadze was released on June 7, 1956

and Giorgi Maisuradze ten days later, on July 17.

*kk

The case against the Union of Young Meskhetians was reviewed
by the Akhaltsikhe NKVD Committee first in 1942 and later in
1951. The Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs preserves the
documents related to 1951 case review. The documents that were
drawn up during the 1942 investigation, together with the material
evidence, part of the interrogation protocols, and the judgment, are
attached to the 1951 file.

12. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, fond 6, file 51179, v. 3, p. 18.
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Lia Kereselidze

In March 1945, the Georgian NKVD exposed an anti-Soviet
organization named “The Committee for the Liberation of
Georgia,” and thus another attempt of the Georgian people to
liberate their country failed.

The illegal anti-Soviet organization “The Committee for the
Liberation of Georgia” aimed to create an Independent Democratic
Republic of Georgia if German armed forces reached Georgia.
Therefore, the organization waited for the appropriate time.

Further details concerning its activities in order to accomplish
this goal can be gleamed from a criminal case, No 45453,
preserved in the MIA Archive. According to this case:

“In order to accomplish its goals, the Committee for the
Liberation of Georgia took the following steps:

1. It recruited former members of anti-Soviet political parties.
It aimed to appoint its representatives in the regions, and give
them the mandate of the Committee for the Liberation of Georgia.

2. In 1942, the organization, through the help of Georgian
emigres and German commanders, tried to establish contacts
with German armed forces which were deployed near Georgia’s
borders, inform them about the existence of the Committee for the
Liberation of Georgia, and ask them to provide the organization
with weapon, literature and money.

3. In 1942, the organization printed around five hundred
copies of the proclamation. However, due to an unsuccessful
printing, only small amount of the proclamations were used by
faithful persons.

4. The organization was getting ready for the selection and
appointment of the future government of Georgia.

5. The organization attempted to draft a plan of seizing the
city of Thilisi. In particular, it made a list of all governmental
institutions and organizations, as well as bridges and all crossings
over the Mtkvari River. It also defined the number of armed forces
that would be sufficient to occupy these objects.

6. The organization created the coat of arms and the seal of the
Committee for the Liberation of Georgia. For this reason, it used
some detailed of the coat of arms of Menshevik Georgia. It also
prepared mandate forms for its representatives in the regions. The
organization borrowed maroon (a color of Menshevik’s flag) silk
material for the flag. In late 1942, considering the changes in the
situation, presumably evidence was destroyed.

7. In addition, the organization made and sold counterfeit
coupons of bread, sugar, soap and oil. In total, 18,000 counterfeit
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coupons were made. Their commercial and market price was 2,
608, 725 rubles. *

Valerian Dvalishvili, Kartlos Akhvlediani, Grigol Kostava,
Giorgi Vatsadze, Tamar Garsevanishvili, lvane Basiladze, Grigol
Kvernadze, Miron Mdevadze, Alexandre Maghlakelidze, Shalva
Tkavadze, Giorgi Mamatsashvili, Alexandre Tsitsishvili and
Zurab Janelidze were arrested and tried with various crimes.

The inquiry revealed that the head of this organization was
Valerian Dvalishvili (son of Samson Dvalishvili), who was born
in 1896 in the village of Sulori, in the Vani region. He was non-
party, and had a degree in higher education. He was a lawyer by
profession. He served as an attorney in Thilisi, and in the legal aid
agency in the Orjonikidze region. He lived at 45, Kombaini Street,
Thilisi. He was a former Menshevik, a former head of the Kutaisi
District Committee, and member of the Central Committee of the
Menshevik Party. He was first arrested in 1924 but was granted
pardon and released. In 1927 he was arrested for the second time.
He was released with the dismissal the Menshevik Party. His
“personal testimony”, dated March 29, 1945, reads: “Since 1915
I was a member of the Menshevik organization. Following the
Sovietization of Georgia, | worked illegally. In 1927, | absolutely
sincerely toed the Soviet line, and sincerely started to agitate and
propagandize for Soviet authority. My release from prison was
preceded by a negotiation with the foreign delegation headed by
Henri Barbusse, who arrived in Georgia in 1927. Based on the
decree passed by Lavrentiy Pavlovich and the Georgian Cheka,
on January 15, 1928, | was appointed as one of the chiefs of
former Menshevik Bureau in Kutaisi. There | served as chairman
of the Bureau, as well as in various organizations until 1936. In
1937, as I was graduating from the institute I moved to Tiflis. I
began serving as chief of department in the Arts Administration.
Afterward, | graduated from the institute and in 1939, | began
serving in Georgia Advocacy Office”. 2 [sic]

According to his interrogation protocol, the idea of creating
the Committee for the Liberation of Georgia occurred to him late
in 1940, during the hostilities in Europe, because he thought it
was possible that war would break out in the Soviet Union. He
thought that it was necessary to get ready by this time, and thus
created the Committee for the Liberation of Georgia in Georgia,
where there was not an anti-Soviet organization. The Committee
would be guided by the principles of the Interparty Committee. It
would gather former members of anti-Soviet parties. In the middle
of 1941, he started to take concrete steps to carry out this goal.
He contacted his old friend Davit Guladze, who was a former
member of the National Democratic Party. Although Guladze was
against all kinds of rebellions, acts of terrorism and adventures,
he approved of the idea of creating an “academic” organization,
and was ready to gather anti-Soviet people. However, Guladze
died soon afterwards. 3 Afterwards, Valerian Dvalishvili contacted
his close relative Kartlos Akhvlediani, who was also had anti-
Soviet beliefs. He introduced professor Vatsadze to Dvalishvili.
Afterwards, he told actor Grigol Kostava about his plans. They
accidentally met each other near Melik Kazaryan’s house in
Rustaveli Avenue. In 1924, they met each other in Kutaisi prison,

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, archival file Ne45453, v. 5, p. 187.
2. Ibid., V. 1, p. 316.
3. lbid, v. 1, p. 323.
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where Grigol Kostava served his sentence on a charge of being

a member of the Social-Federalist party. Grigol accepted his
suggestion immediately. They gathered like-minded people, and
started their activities. They wanted to recruit Shalva Nutsubidze,
who had great authority in intelligentsia. However, at that

time, they were not able to manage it. Between 1941 and 1943,
Dvalishvili himself recruited 12 people to the organization.

In case of gaining victory and forming a new government,
Vatsadze was to be Minister of Health, Shalva Nutsubidze —
Minister of Education, and a Menshevik or non-party person was
to become Prime Minister. If a suitable candidate was not found,
Dvalishvili was to take up this post. 4

Actor Grigol Kostava undertook the task of communicating
with Georgian émigrés. He had a close friend, actor Bukhuti
Maghlakelidze, whose brother, Shalva Maghlakelidze, lived in
Switzerland. He could cross the border. According to Dvalishvili’s
interrogation protocol, they found a man who spoke Russian
fluently. It was planned to send him to Turkey secretly, and come
into contact with Bukhuti’s brother who was there too. Kostava
and Dvalishvili hadn’t met this man since. They didn’t know this
man performed the tasked imposed upon him or not. Only after a
while, they learnt that Bukhuti was an actor in Telavi Theatre and
his brother serving as a parachutist for Germans was captivated by
NKVD organs.

Soon after they tried again to communicate with Georgian
émigrés when Akhvlediani went on business in Sukhumi. If
Akhvlediani managed to communicate with Germans, he was to
inform them that he was a member of the Georgian anti-Soviet
organization, which was able to seize power. This attempt failed too.

They didn’t communicate with other illegal organizations in
Georgia.

Concerning the dissemination of anti-Soviet proclamations,
Dvalishvili said that in summer 1942 Grigol Kostava got the

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, archival Ne45453, v. 1, p. 327.
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Georgian print and Kostava and Kartlos Dvalishvili started to
print texts edited by Dvalishvili. At first they printed 200 copies
but they were destroyed due to their poor quality. It was decided
to improve the quality and print mandates too. Dvalishvili was an
author of mandate text and its form. 300 copies of proclamation
were printed. Most of them were printed at Kostava’s, and some
of them — at Akhvlediani. Dvalishvili took five copies of these
300 ones. He gave one of them to Shalva Tkavadze, one - to
Kvernadze, and he burnt the rest three copies. Grigol Kostava
took ten copies before going to Kutaisi. The rest copies were
destroyed at Akhvlediani’s and thrown from the Vera Bridge into
the Mtkvari River at night. As regards mandates, 25 copies were
printed at Akhvlediani’s. However, they were of poor quality and
were not used. °

Kartlos Akhvlediani had denied the fact of making fake
fuel coupons for a long time, but finally on March 21, 1941 he
confessed at the interrogation saying:

“At the end of December, presumably on December 20, 1944,
I and Alexandre (son of Alexandre) Tsitsishvili agreed to make
fake fuel coupons by January. Afterwards, we defined our duties:
I was to make printing blocks necessary for making coupons, and
Tsitsishvili was to sell them...

This is how | made printing blocks: First | draw a net on
a sheet of paper and took a photograph. So | got a negative.
Afterwards, | duplicated it on a zinc plastic plate and painted.
I put a clean sheet of paper on a painted zinc plastic plate and
draw the net. This way | got nine fuel coupons. Besides, | made
printing blocks for fuel coupons. This is how | made them: | took
an original of fuel coupon, which I put first on the film tape, and
then on the electric power. As a result of light reaction | draw a
coupon using chemical solutions. Afterwards | duplicated it from
the film tape on a zinc plate, which I painted in black. Afterwards,
I put it in cold water, dropped colophony in the water and dried
plate using electric heat. This way colophony melted. After
getting cool, | put the plate in the acidity (mixture of nitric and
hydrochloric acid). After that, the part of the plate, which was
not covered with colophony and black paint got stuck. | painted
expressions of bold coupons. Afterwards, we printed coupons.
1 did all this myself. | draw a net and took a photograph at my
house. The rest processes | conducted at the photo laboratory of
the university”. 8 [sic]

How Grigol Kostava joined this organization, who recruited
him, what he did there, and what he said during the interrogations

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, archival Ne45453, v. 1, p. 335.
6. lbid., v. 2, p. 26.
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are part of his interrogation protocol dated March 29, 1945. He
was interrogated by the Deputy Head of the Second Department
of the Security Commissariat of the Georgian SSR, Captain of
State Security, Jorbenadze. The protocol reads: [sic.]: ’

“~You are accused of being involved in anti-Soviet
underground activities. Do you plead guilty to this charge?

— | plead guilty to this charge.

— You were a member of underground organization acting
against the existing authority. Tell the inquiry who, how and when
you were recruited into this organization.

— In May 1942 | met my old acquaintance Valiko Dvalishvili
near Zemeli, Rustaveli Avenue. He is a lawyer by profession.
During our conversation he told me that the German troops
were approaching Georgia and therefore it was imperative to
pay attention to the fate of the Georgians. Afterwards he told me
that an underground anti-Soviet organization was to be formed
that would be headed by the “Committee for the Liberation of
Georgia”. He suggested that | get involved in the activities of this
underground organization. | accepted Dvalishvili’s suggestion
immediately.

— What did Dvalishvili tell you about the members and goal
of the counter-revolutionary organization?

— Duvalishvili didn’t say anything to me about the members
of this counter-revolutionary organization. He demanded that |
keep this secret. As regards the goal of the counter-revolutionary
organization, Dvalishvili told me that when the German forces
took Georgia, the Committee for the Liberation of Georgia would
seize power.

— Did Dvalishvili tell you that this committee had relations
with the commander of the German forces?

— He didn’t say anything like that.

— What did Dvalishvili instruct you to do when you joined the
organization?

— Duvalishvili instructed me to gather reliable and anti-Soviet
persons around me in case they were needed.

— Didn’t Dvalishvili say why he needed such persons?

— Duvalishvili didn’t say why he needed these persons.
However, | think he wanted to say to the Germans that we had an
anti-Soviet organization.

— What exactly did you do to perform Dvalishvili’s
instructions?

— Nothing at all.

— Didn’t you consider anyone?

— It is true that | didn’t think about it at all and thus, didn’t
consider engaging anyone.

— Whom do you know to have an anti-Soviet inclination?

— I don’t know anybody like that.

— You don’t want to admit the truth. However, we will discuss
this issue later. Now tell us if Dvalishvili instructed you to turn
new members over to this counter-revolutionary organization.

— I didn’t get such instructions from him.

— Didn’t you recruit anybody to the organization?

— Absolutely nobody. | just tried once. In summer 1942 |
went to the Baghdadi region for medical treatment. On my way |
stopped in Kutaisi for a while. In the street | met my acquaintance
Samson Khvedelidze near the theatre. He was a former

7. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 6, archival no.45453, v. 2, p. 140.
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collaborator of the railway police. | knew him to be an anti-Soviet
element and a former prisoner. For this reason, | dared to tell him
that a counter-revolutionary organization was to be formed and
that I was a member. | suggested that he become a member too
and contribute to its activities. Khvedelidze didn’t agree with my
suggestion. He flatly refused and asked me not to repeat it again.
After this I didn’t talk with him about this issue.

— Didn’t you speak with anybody else except Khvedelidze
about this counter-revolutionary organization?

— I didn’t speak about it with anybody but Khvedelidze.

— What other instructions did Dvalishvili give you?

— In summer 1942 | met Dvalishvili in the street and he told
me to meet his relative Akhvlediani Kartlosi who was a student
of chemistry faculty in the State University. He also told me that
his relative and I were to meet each other at a specific place and
time. Dvalishvili told me the place and time. | met Akhvlediani
who gave me a small suitcase. There was a cliché of anti-Soviet
proclamations made on a thin plate of alabaster. Besides, there
was black paint, cut-out white papers and other materials with
which to print anti-Soviet proclamations. Akhvlediani told me
that | was to print the proclamations. | took the suitcase from
Akhvlediani and performed my task. | printed these proclamations
in the dressing-room of the Plekhanov club. I printed 500
proclamations in one night. Afterwards I met Akhvlediani in
Rustaveli Avenue again and gave him the suitcase with the
proclamations that | had printed.

— Were these anti-Soviet proclamations disseminated?

— The proclamations were not disseminated. Akhvlediani told
me that he and Dvalishvili burnt them later.

— What else were you instructed to do by Dvalishvili and
what did you carry out?

— At Dvalishvili and Akhvlediani’s instructions | wrote a
text for an anti-Soviet proclamation and gave it to Akhvlediani
in summer 1942. The next day | was given the text back. For this
reason, | concluded that this proclamation was not printed.

— What were the contents of the first and second
proclamations?

— Both proclamations were in Georgian. They started with
the following phrase: “To the Georgian People”. At the end, the
proclamations were signed by the Committee for the Liberation of
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Georgia. | don’t remember the contents of these proclamations.

— When and where did you first meet Kartlos Akhvlediani?

— In summer 1942 Dvalishvili asked me to lend him my flat
for one day. He told me that he needed it for his relative. He didn’t
say his relative’s surname. | asked Dvalishvili why he needed my
flat but he didn’t say anything about it. However, I lent him my

Mgy sy ey oMY

O s ¢

flat and after two or three days Dvalishvili brought his relative to
my flat. He didn’t introduce him. I left my flat and Dvalishvili’s
relative stayed there. Next day | returned home and he was still
there. When | came home Dvalishvili’s relative left. He took a
small suitcase, which he had brought with him. After a fortnight
Dvalishvili officially introduced his relative to me. He was Kartlos
Akhvlediani. Dvalishvili said to me that Akhvlediani and | would
be in touch with each other.

— What did Akhvlediani do at your flat?

— Akhvlediani and Dvalishvili didn’t say anything about it to
me. | think that he did some preliminary work for printing anti-
Soviet proclamations.

— According to your testimonies, you did everything in the
counter-revolutionary organization in summer 1942, Didn’t you
do anything in this organization before or after summer 1942?

— | didn’t do anything for this counter-revolutionary
organization before or after summer 1942. | don’t know if
Dvalishvili or Akhvlediani did anything.

I personally read the interrogation protocol. It is faithful to my
words.”

On the basis of decree Nel61, passed on March 30, 1945 by
the People’s Commissariat for State Security of the Georgian
SSR, Valerian Dvalishvili was arrested. He was charged under
Article 58-10, Part Il (Propaganda and agitation to overthrow
Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the Georgian SSR Criminal
Code (any kind of organizational or support actions related to the
preparation or execution of crimes).
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Valerian Dvalishvili pleaded guilty.

Extracts from the rest of prisoners’ files are presented below:

Kartlos Akhvlediani (son of Solomon Akhvlediani) - born
in 1918; Place of residence — 26 Melikishvili Street, Thbilisi;
Citizenship — Soviet Union; Employee; Non-party; Education
— higher; Occupation — chemist. He served as an assistant at
the Institute of Physiology. He was a research student at the
State University by the time he was arrested. Political beliefs —
anarchist. He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation
and propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of
the Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Kartlos Akhvlediani pleaded guilty.

Grigol Kostava (son of Kristepore Kostava) — born in 1907
in the city of Kutaisi; Citizenship — Soviet Union; Non-party;
Marital status — married (author’s note: He was a husband of the
actress Medea Japaridze); Education — secondary; Occupation —
actor; He worked at the Kote Marjanishvili State Drama Theatre;
Former social-federalist; In 1924, he was arrested for anti-Soviet
activities; Place of residence — 34, Rustaveli Avenue, Thbilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part 1l (agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of
the Georgian SSR Criminal Code (any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Grigol Kostava pleaded guilty.

Giorgi Vatsadze (son of Spiridon Vatsadze) — born in
1893 in Tbilisi; Social status — nobleman; Citizenship — Soviet
Union; Between 1919 and 1937, and later until 1944 (after a short
interval), he was a member of the Communist Party (B); Marital
status — married; Education — higher; Occupation — chemist,
physiologist; He was granted title of “Professor”; He served as
a head of the Physiology Department at Medical Institute, and
a head of the Food Laboratory of the People’s Committee of
Healthcare of Georgia. In the past he was a national deviationist.
He was not convicted. In 1926-28, he was on a scientific mission
in Germany. His brother Nikoloz Vatsadze lives abroad. Place of
residence — 3, Vashlovani Lane, Thilisi. After the outbreak of the
Great Patriotic War, he began to express counter-revolutionary,
defeatist ideas. He concealed his reconciliation with the
Menshevik Party, as well as his national and deviational past from
the Party. He was charged under Article 58-10, Part 1l (Agitation
and propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of
the Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Giorgi Vatsadze pleaded guilty.

Tamar Garsevanishvili (daughter of lason Garsevanishvili)
—born in 1898 in Gori; Social status — noblewoman; Citizenship
— Soviet Union; Non-party; Marital status — married; Education
— higher; Occupation — agriculturist and zoo technician; She
served as a senior laboratory assistant at the Department of School
Hygiene of the Medical Institute. She was a former national
democrat. She was not convicted. In 1934 her son Shota was
tried for his anti-Soviet activities, and in 1924 her brother loseb
was executed for participation in the August Uprising. Place of
residence 5, Kizlari Lane, Thilisi. She was charged under Article
58-10, Part 1l (Agitation and propaganda to overthrow Soviet
power) and Article 58-11 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
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(Any kind of organizational or support actions related to the
preparation or execution of crimes).

Tamar Garsevanishvili pleaded guilty.

lvane Basiladze (son of Giorgi Basiladze) — born in 1891 in
the village of Kvemo Khviti, Gori region; Social status — peasant;
Citizenship — Soviet Union; Non-party; Marital status — married;
Education — higher; Occupation — forester, engineer; He was a
collective farmer when he was arrested. He was a former Social-
Federalist; In 1924, although he was arrested for the participation
in the adventure of the Mensheviks, he was not tried. Place of
residence — 50, Barnovi Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Tamar Basiladze pleaded guilty.

Grigol Kvernadze (son of Ilia Kvernadze) — born in 1906
in Kutaisi; Social status — merchant; Citizenship — Soviet Union;
Non-party; Marital status — married; Education — secondary;
Occupation — accountant; He served as an account general at the
Trade Department “Thilisi Trade”. He is a relative of a wanted
German parachutist Kochakidze. He was not convicted. Place of
residence — 15, Napareuli Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Grigol Kvernadze pleaded guilty.

Miron Mdevadze (son of Ivane Mdevadze) — born in
1900 in the village of Kumuri, in the Vani region. Social status
— peasant; Citizenship — Soviet Union; Non-party; Marital status
—unmarried; Education — secondary; Occupation — accountant;
Former social federalist. In 1922 he was arrested for the
participation in anti-Soviet demonstration. Although in 1924
he participated in the Menshevik uprising, he was not arrested.
In 1942 he was sentenced to two years in prison for the official
offense. He was released ahead of time. He lived at 8, Enguri
Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Miron Mdevadze pleaded guilty.

Alexandre Maghlakelidze (son of Sardion Maghlakelidze)
—born in 1900 in the city of Zugdidi. Social status — peasant;
Citizenship — Soviet Union; Non-party; Marital status
—unmarried; Education — secondary; Employee; Art director of
the Telavi Theatre. He was not convicted. In 1942 his brother —
Shalva was executed for being a parachutist in the German Army.
He lived in Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Alexandre Maghlakelidze pleaded guilty.

Shalva Tkavadze (son of loseb Tkavadze) — born in 1899
in the village of Chalastavi, Kutaisi region; Citizenship — Soviet
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Union; Religious figure; Non-party; Marital status — married;
Education — higher; Occupation — lawyer; He served as a lawyer
in legal aid agency in the Beria district of Tbilisi. In 1943 his son,
Revaz, was sentenced to ten years in prison for being a member of
a counter-revolutionary organization. He has also a brother who
was sentenced to 5 years in prison for anti-Soviet agitation. He
lives at 15, Tsereteli Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Shalva Tkavadze pleaded partially guilty.

Giorgi Mamatsashvili (son of Andro Mamatsashvili) — born
in 1912 in Thilisi. Social status — from worker class; Citizenship
— Soviet Union; Non-party; Marital status — married; Education
— higher; Occupation — engineer; He served as a teacher at the
Technical College of Engineering. In 1932 he was sentenced to
one year in prison for hooliganism. In 1927 his father-in-law
— Mikheil Javakhishvili was prosecuted. He lives at 7, Sanapiro
Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part 1l (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Giorgi Mamatsashvili pleaded guilty.

Alexandre Tsitsishvili (son of Alexandre Tsitsishvili) — born
in Thilisi; Employee; Citizenship — Soviet Union; Non-party;
Marital status — unmarried; Education — incomplete higher;
Occupation — forester, engineer; He was unemployed by the time
of his arrest; He participated in the Great Patriotic War. He was
not convicted; Place of residence — 41, Kazbegi Street, Tbilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Alexandre Tsitsishvili pleaded guilty.

Zurab Janelidze (son of Giorgi Janelidze) — born in 1912
in the Zestaponi region. Employee; Citizenship — Soviet Union;
Non-party; Education — higher; Occupation — constructor-
engineer; He served as an engineer at the Hydropower Project in
Georgia. Place of residence — 22, Bakradze Street, Thilisi.

He was charged under Article 58-10, Part Il (Agitation and
propaganda to overthrow Soviet power) and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code (Any kind of organizational or
support actions related to the preparation or execution of crimes).

Zurab Janelidze pleaded partially guilty.

On the basis of a resolution passed by the Military Tribunal
of the Georgian NKVD Armed Forces on August 4, 1945, while
Valerian Dvalishvili, Grigol Kostava and Kartlos Akhvlediani
were sentenced to death with confiscation of property, Giorgi
Vatsadze, Tamar Garsevanishvili, Ivane Basiladze, Grigol
Kvernadze, Miron Mdevadze, Alexandre Maghlakelidze, Shalva
Tkavadze, Alexandre Tsitsishvili, Zurab Janelidze and Giorgi
Mamatsashvili were sentenced to ten years in a corrective labor
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camp, with deprivation of the right to vote for five years, and
confiscation of property. 8

On the basis of a resolution passed by the Military Board of
the Supreme Council on September 13, 1945, while the death
penalties of Kartlos Akhvlediani and Grigol Kostava were
replaced with 10 years of imprisonment and 5 years of deprivation
of the right to vote, the sentences of Tsitsishvili, Janelidze and
Mamatsashvili were reduced by 5 years, with deprivation of the
right to vote by 3 years. On the basis of a resolution passed by the
Supreme Council of the USSR on September 17, 1945, Valerian
Dvalishvili was reprieved, and the death penalty was replaced
by 20 years’ hard labor. On the basis of Resolution passed by the
Supreme Council of the USSR on October 11, 1946, Tkavadze’s
prison sentence was reduced by 7 years. As regards the sentences
of Vatsadze, Garsevanishvili, Basiladze, Mdevadze (On October
12, 1947 he died in corrective labor camp), ® Kvernadze and
Maghlakelidze, they remained unchanged. *°

On March 5, 1956, the military prosecutor of the
Transcaucasian Military District, lieutenant colonel Grigorian
reviewed the prisoners’ relatives’ petitions for reprieve but didn’t
grant them.

According to Resolution Ne2-1289/45 passed by the Supreme
Council of the Soviet Union on June 13, 1956, *\alerian
Dvalishvili, Kartlos Akhvlediani, Zurab Janelidze, Grigol Kvernadze
and Alexandre Maghlakelidze were released from exile. *?

In 1956, after he came back from exile, he met Director Giga
Lortkipanidze in the Kutaisi Theatre building and reminded
him who he was. The Director could hardly recognize him,
remembering how handsome he had been. Remembering
Kostava’s talent and theatre career, he took him in to study again.
And in spite of the fact that Kostava was still deprived of the right
to act onstage, the Director was not afraid of the Communist Party
and proposed that he play the role of Gaioz Gadalendia from the
play “Tariel Golua” by Leo Kiacheli. Grigol was so happy that
his hands were trembling when filled out his application for the
job. Subsequently, Giga Lortkipanidze was called in several times
by the Regional Committee and the Thilisi Committee, however
he achieved his objective and the premiere took place. The party
elites attended from Tbilisi. The first cue belonged to Gaioz:
“Give me that gun!” A short pause was followed by a storm of
applause. Only the members of the Bureau sat motionless, yet
the audience didn’t stop clapping until these members of the
Bureau joined the applause. This was how Grigol Kostava met his
Georgian audiences again.

Soon after this, Kostava came back to the Marjanishvili
Theatre in Thilisi and played many interesting roles in both
Georgian cinema and theatre. In 1965 he was granted the title of
People’s Artist of Georgia.

8. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, archival Ne45453, v. 6, p. 340.
9. Ibid., v. 6, p. 349.
10. Ibid., v. 6, p. 340.
11. Ibid., v. 6, p. 352.
12. Ibid., v. 6, p. 356.
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bgos aobdsbymmons/ Zviad Gamsakhurdia

Mary Barbakadze

On the morning of December 2, 1956 several peculiar
proclamations were posted on the streets of Thilisi. On December 15,
two weeks after the proclamations have been posted on the streets
the state security committee arrested the following the 10" and 117
graders.

We present the following documents from the criminal case
Ned612:

1. Proclamations which were made and spread by the fellows on
December 2, 1956;

2. \erdict passed by Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR
Document Nel
Georgians!

Have you not forgotten the bloody night of March 9? Have you not
forgotten the bloody years 1924 and 19372 These were the years when
the Georgian people were attacked and slaughtered. Until when shall
we be subordinated to the communist enemy? Our ancestors did not
forgive their abusers and we must not disgrace ourselves either.

Today, the whole of humanity is concerned with the offenses
committed by Moscow. The issue of the Georgian people’s existence
is on the agenda. For this reason, it is time to unite under our flag to

fight unanimously against our conqueror.

Look around! The whole world is seething. Judgment Day is
being preparing against the Kremlin butchers. The blood that has been
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shed by them in Thilisi, Poznan and Budapest demands justice. Their
days are numbered.

Georgians! Nobody is our defender. We must help ourselves. We
must gain freedom with fighting! Best regards to the heroic Hungarian
people! Let their heroism be an example for all captivated nations!
Keep your hands away from Hungary!

Down with the occupants and their military gangs who have
dirtied their hands with our people’s blood!

Down with the Georgian communists who have betrayed us!
Long live free and independent Georgia! The betrayer who takes off
this poster will strictly be punished!™*

On December 15", two weeks after the proclamations had been
posted in the streets, the Committee for State Security (KGB) arrested
the following high school students: the 11" graders of the Thilisi
secondary school Ne47 Zviad Konstantinovich Gamsakhurdia and
Temur Dmitrievich Metreveli; the 10" grader of the Thilisi secondary
school Ne42 Anatoli Abesalomovich Mikadze; the 11" graders of the
Thilisi secondary school Nel Tamaz Tarasovich Gunjua, Teimuraz
Giorgievich Tsertsvadze and Guram Petrovich Dochanashvili; the
11" grader of the Tbilisi secondary school Ne60 Vladimer Vasilevich
Sikharulidze; the 10" grader of the Thilisi central musical school
Merab Ivanovich Kostava; and the 10" grader of the Thilisi secondary
school Ne39 Guram Giorgievich Skhirtladze.

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 5638, v. 9, p. 33.
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These young people, members of a secret organization called
“Gorgasliani, behaved very bravely. They protested against the bloody
policies of the Soviet System, not only in Georgia but throughout
the Soviet Union. They called on society to fight for the liberation of
Georgia and to overthrow the Soviet regime. They were tried in April
1957.

Document Ne2
The Verdict

On April 3, 4" and 5%, 1957, in the name of the Georgian Soviet
Socialist Republic, the chamber of criminal cases of the Thilisi court
discussed the case Ne4-57 at a public trial in Tbilisi. The chamber’s
members were as follows:

Chairman: D. Giorgadze
Public Judges: I. Tamazashvili, T. Chkhaidze

Secretary: D. Tsakadze; Prosecutor: S. Bliadze
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Lawyers: M. Alkhazishvili, Sh. Lekveishvili
The accused were as following:

1. Zviad Konstantinovich Gamsakhurdia — born on March 31,
1939 in Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, non-party, 11th grader at
Thilisi secondary school Ne47, address: Ne21 Griboedovi St, no

previous convictions;

2. Anatoli Abesalomovich Mikadze — born on May 2™, 1939 in
the village of Marani, Abasha region, nationality — Georgian, member
of the Communist Union of Youth, 10" grader at Thilisi secondary

school Ne42, address: Nel3 Gentseni, no previous convictions;

3. Tamaz Tarasovich Gunjua — born on January 4™, 1940 in
Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, member of the Communist Union
of Youth, 11th grader at Tbilisi secondary school Nel, address: Nel
Sanapiro St, no previous convictions;

4. Vladimer Vasilevich Sikharulidze — born in 1940 in Thilisi,
nationality — Georgian, non-party, 11" grader at Thilisi secondary
school Ne60, address: Ne3 Besiki St, no previous convictions;

5. Merab lvanovich Kostava — born on May 26", 1939 in Thilisi,
nationality — Georgian, member of the Communist Union of Youth,
10" grader at Tbilisi music school, address: Nel Javakhishvili St, no
previous convictions;

6. Temur Dmitrevich Metreveli — born on April 12, 1939 in
Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, member of the Communist Union of
the Youth, 11" grader at Tbilisi secondary school Ne47, address: Ne4
Niaghvari St, no previous convictions;

7. Teimuraz Giorgevich Tsertsvadze — born on April 24", 1939 in
Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, member of the Communist Union of
the Youth, 11" grader at Tbilisi secondary school Nel, address: Ne9
Vedzini St, no previous convictions;

8. Guram Giorgievich Skhirtladze — born on March 2™, 1941 in
Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, 10" grader at Thilisi secondary school
Ne39, address: Ne7 Ilia Chavchavadze St, no previous convictions;

9. Guram Petrovich Dochanashvili — born on March 26, 1939 in
Thilisi, nationality — Georgian, member of the Communist Union of
the Youth, 11% grader at Tbilisi secondary school Nel, address: Ne45

Melikishvili St, no previous convictions;
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The above mentioned people were accused of violation of Article
58/10 Part | and Article 58/11 of the criminal code of the Georgian
SSR.

The following has been asserted on the basis of preliminary and
court investigations:

On December 14™, 1956, the State Security Committee (co-
founded together with the Council of Ministers of Georgia) launched
a criminal case against the individuals. They were accused of being
members of an illegal anti-Soviet youth organization, as they had
drawn up anti-Soviet materials and had spread them throughout
Thilisi in the night of December 1%, 1956.

According to Z. Gamsakhurdia, A. Mikadze, T. Gunjua and
V. Sikharulidze, they had gathered in 1953 and discussed different
matters. Although they had thought of forming a group of which the
major focus would be opposing the activities in society of which they
disapproved, the group was not formed then; hence, no illegal act was

committed.

However, as the case materials read, after March 5" to 9, 1956,
Zviad Gamsakhurdia discussed the issue of forming an anti-Soviet
organization again, of which their major aim was to liberate Georgia.
An illegal organization was formed, and it was decided to expand
the group with new members: M. Kostava, T. Tsertsvadze, G.
Dochanashvili, T. Metreveli and G. Sikharulidze.

The illegal group, which had been formed under the initiative
of Zviad Gamsakhurdia, held their first meeting in July 1956 in
Gamsakhurdia’s house.

The group carried out several illegal activities, for example,
they purchased a type writer with Georgian prints, funded by money
collected through the efforts of several group members.

At their last meeting in November 1956, they decided to print
anti-Soviet papers in G. Skhirtladze’s flat, after which they were to
be spread and posted along the Rustaveli and Plekhanovi Streets in
Thilisi.

After the papers had been printed, the accused — Gamsakhurdia,
Mikadze, Gunjua, Sikharulidze, Kostava, Tsertsvadze, Metreveli
and Dochanashvili — met each other at the Thbilisi Opera House on
the night of December 1%, 1956, to post seven copies of anti-Soviet
papers.

The accused individuals found themselves guilty after the
investigation and during at the trial.

The court chamber took into consideration the fact that all of the
accused were underage and that they had realized their crimes and
mistakes. Moreover, the accused had not committed any crime before,
and it was the first time their cases had been brought before the court.
In addition, nobody encouraged them to form the organization and
commit anti-Soviet activities.

However, the accused were found guilty on the basis of Article
58/10 part | and Article 58/11 of the criminal code of the Georgian
SSR.

The court passed the following sentence on the basis of Article
319 and Avrticle 320 of the criminal code of the Georgian SSR:
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Zviad Gamsakhurdia was sentenced to three years imprisonment
on the basis of Article 58/10 Part I plus five years imprisonment
on the basis of Article 58/11 and 58/2 of the criminal code of the
Georgian SSR. Finally he was sentenced a five-year imprisonment

term on the basis of Article 46 of the criminal code.

Anatoli Abesalomovich Mikava, Vladimer Vasilevich
Sikharulidze and Merab Ivanovich Kostava were sentenced to three
years imprisonment on the basis of Article 58/11 of the criminal
code plus four years on the basis of Article 58/2 of the criminal code
of the Georgian SSR. Finally they were sentenced to a four-year
imprisonment term on the basis of Article 46 of the criminal code.

Tamaz Tarasovich Gunjua, Teimuraz Giorgevich Tsertsvadze,
Temur Dmitrevich Metreveli, Guram Giorgevich Skhirtladze and
Guram Petrovich Dochanashvili were sentenced to two years
imprisonment on the basis of Article 58/11 of the criminal code of the
Georgian SSR plus three years on the basis of Article 58/2. Finally
the were sentenced to a three-year imprisonment term on the basis of

Atrticle 46 of the criminal code.

Whereas the court took into consideration all the existing
extenuating circumstances and Article 50 of the criminal code of the

Georgian SSR the verdict is changed into probationary sentence.
The judgment is not subject to appeal.
Chairman: D. Giorgadze

Public Judges: T. Chkhaidze, I. Tamazashvili2 [sic.]

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 5638, p. 95.
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The Dissident Movement in the
Zugdidi Region

Ivane Jakhua

After the Sovietization of Georgia, Georgian patriots, both
openly and in secret, frequently at the cost of their own lives,
continued fighting for the independence of Georgia. Neither the
suppression of the 1924 August Uprising, nor the repressions in
1937-1938, nor the failure of uprisings in subsequent years could
stop Georgians from fighting for freedom. The March 1956 events
laid the foundation for the dissident movement in Georgia. Illegal
groups which carried out anti-Soviet agitation and demanded the
independence of Georgia, were gradually formed in various cities
and regions of Georgia.

In the early 1960s, several similar groups were active in
Zugdidi too. The documents concerning the main areas of their
activity are preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, the former archives of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Georgian SSR).

On July 20, 1963, the Second Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia Dmitry
Zemlianski informed the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union about the presence of illegal anti-Soviet
groups in Zugdidi.

Here is this document:
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To the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union
20/V11-63
Information
On the young anti-Soviet nationalist groups in Zugdidi region
of the Georgian SSR

Between October 1961 and April 1963, two illegal, young
anti-Soviet nationalist groups were revealed in the city of Zugdidi
by state security agencies. The first group entitled “Youth
Organization Fighting for the Liberation of Georgia” was formed
in 1960. It consisted of 5 members, including 4 members of the
Young Communist League. These were: A. P. Sanaia (head of the
group), R. M. Kiria, V. G. Shurghaia, G. V. Sanaia and S. S.
Sordia (not enrolled in the Young Communist League).

The other group was called “The Revolutionary Committee
for the Liberation of Transcaucasian People” or “AER”
(Assembly of European regions) was formed in April 1962. This
group consisted of 10 members, including 9 members of the
Young Communist League. These were: I. T. Kobalia (the head
of the group), Z. D. Kobalia, N. L. Jugheli, T. D. Jobava, E.

A. Bebia (a woman), O. M. Gabunia, N. K. Partsvania, E. D.
Kvirtia, M. A. Kakashvili and G. A. Dvali (a former political
worker of the Soviet armed forces, who was expelled from the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1954). It has also been
revealed that G. A. Dvali had relations with three people in
Kutaisi.

In addition to these groups, the state security agencies’ archive
reveals a third illegal group of young people, composed of
students from the industrial school of tea technology in Zugdidi.
The group was formed under the initiative of a member of the
Young Communist league, A. N. Pirtskhalava, and its members
were B. D. Lagvilava and L. G. Gobechia.

These three groups were engaged in disseminating anti-Soviet
and nationalist materials.

While the first and the second groups disseminated
defamatory materials targeting Soviet government in cities like
Thilisi, Kutaisi, Sukhumi, Poti, Tskhakaia and Zestaponi, the zone
of dissident activity for the third group was in Zugdidi.

Propaganda was printed in a typographical font, and typing
machines stolen from the printing-house and a sanitary and
epidemiological station. The members of the group also used a
rotator and home-made printing machine. On April 30, 1962,
students The Industrial School of Tea Technology occupied the
secretariat of the school and printed political proclamations.

Some leaders of the groups, especially 1. T. Kobalia and G.
A. Dvali, organized illegal meetings where they discussed issues
related to membership fees. They invited new members to the
group, formed new illegal groups, the printing and dissemination
of anti-Soviet material, etc. The meetings elected the chairman
and the secretary. Protocols were drawn up based on the speeches
of the participants. Every new member of an anti-Soviet illegal
group was to sign a written oath.
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Several members of these illegal groups had firearms (the
Korovin and Nagan pistols), as well as anti-Soviet documents
such as the written text of an oath, “Program Minimum,”
“Program Maximum” and other materials.

Most members of the illegal groups had a secondary
education. Many of them were considered members of the
All-Union Leninist Young Communist League. However, their
enrollment in the Komsomol organizations was formal. Basically,
the occupation of these people is obscure. They were not involved
in socially productive work, and were separated from the life of
ordinary people.

Five members of the illegal groups were considered to be up
and coming poets. They were members of the literary circle of
the Ilia Chavchavadze Municipal Library. However, the literary
circle didn’t have a head, and thus the novice poets presented
themselves. The ideological content and political direction of
their poetry was not controlled. These were nationalist poems,
promoting a restricted patriotism instead of the universalizing
Soviet one. In general, these poems were politically problematic,
and sometimes subversive.

Members of the aforementioned illegal anti-Soviet groups
were also involved in the recruitment process. At the time,
members of the illegal anti-Soviet groups were isolated, and the
relevant agencies conducted investigation. This was the main area
of the activity of anti-Soviet nationalist groups of the youth of the
Zugdidi region.

The Zugdidi Committee for Industrial and Agricultural
Manufacture of the Communist Party of Georgia, as well as The
Zugdidi Committee for Industrial and Agricultural Manufacture of
the Georgian Komsomol made the relevant measures concerning
the reveal of the anti-Soviet nationalist groups. At the meeting
of the Komsomol organization of the tea-pressing factory, V. V.
Jinjolava was expelled from the Komsomol for lack of political
consciousness. The secretary of Komsomol Committee K.
Kvaratskhelia was expelled from the Komsomol for violating
Komsomol rules, and being fooled. The workers of the Zugdidi
mechanical workshop, including N. Partsvania and I. Kobalia,
were also expelled from the Komsomol for their anti-Soviet
activity.

The Party Committee of the Zugdidi paper factory excluded
from the party a candidate member of the Komsomol, Chkvanava,
for proving useless in revealing the anti-Soviet activities of
expressly anti-Soviet groups of young people, and concealing a
crime.

On the basis of decrees passed by the Party Committee
Bureau for the Zugdidi Agricultural Ministry of the Communist
Party of Georgia, the director of the Zugdidi printing house, I. R.
Dgebuadze, was removed from his post for poor labor discipline
in the enterprise and the loss of a typographic font.

The party bureau secretary of a Zugdidi mechanical workshop,
T. I. Chukhua, and the party bureau secretary of a tea-pressing
factory, Akhvlediani, were removed from their posts and punished
for not following the party line for relaxing political vigilance
and weak leadership of the local youth. The directors of these
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the Communist Party of Georgia was sent to Zugdidi. The group
was tasked with studying the facts concerning the creation of
anti-Soviet nationalist groups, and providing practical assistance
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The Party Committee Bureau of Zugdidi Agricultural
Production discussed the work of the repair shop attached to
“Georgian Tea.” The director of the shop, as well as the secretary
of the party organization, received a severe reprimand for poor
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aware of the existence of the anti-Soviet nationalist groups but
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person’s mind, will receive a severe, proportionate response.

On July 23, 1963 the Presidium of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Georgia will review the issue concerning
serious flaws in the youth ideological and educational work in
Zugdidi city and Zugdidi region.

Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Georgia D. Zemlianski)

July, 1963

Thilisi !

On April 16, 1963, the Investigation Department of the
Committee for State Security of the Council of Ministers of
the Georgia SSR launched a criminal case. The preliminary
investigation estimated that Zaur (son of Davit) Kobalia and
Indiko (son of Tevdore) Kobalia were nationalist-minded
persons. In autumn 1961, they formed an illegal anti-Soviet group
in Zugdidi city, aiming to fight against the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and Soviet authority more broadly, as well as a
Georgia independent from the Soviet Union and established as a
separate state.

In late 1961, I. T. Kobalia and Z. D. Kobalia brought Nikoloz
(son of Konstantine) Partsvania in to the illegal anti-Soviet
group. In April 1962, the latter developed a relationship between
the illegal anti-Soviet group in Zugdidi and the similar group in
Kutaisi formed by G. A. Dvali.

N. K. Partsvania, who became an anti-Soviet and nationalist-
minded person after meeting G. A. Dvali, wrote an anti-Soviet and
slanderous rhyme during his service in the Soviet Army.

In late 1959, N. K. Partsvania returned from the Soviet Army
to the village of Odishi, in the wider Zugdidi region, and renewed
his criminal contacts with G. A. Dvali. He visited him in Kutaisi,
where they planned out how to attract and involve others in the
illegal anti-Soviet group.

N. K. Partsvania helped the heads of the Zugdidi ilegal group,
Zauri and Indiko Kobalias, to contact G. A. Dvali. The latter
offered them the “contractual oath” of devotion to the illegal
group, composed by him, as well as a Program Minimum, a
Program Maximum and text of anti-Soviet proclamations.

At various times, Z. D. Kobalia and I. T. Kobalia, who were
brought to trial for implementing criminal activities in Zugdidi,
as well as G. A. Dvali, who was brought to trial for his criminal
activities in Kutaisi, brought in: E. D. Kvirtia, N. L. Jugheli, M.
A. Kakashvili, E. A. Bebia, T. D. Jobava, O. M. Gabunia, J.
A. Kakabadze, R. A. Makharadze and A. A. Lomtadze, all of
whom were brought to trial for their illegal activities.

In 1962, members of the aforementioned anti-Soviet groups
participated in illegal meetings organized at I. D. Kobalia’s flat,
the Zugdidi Botanical Garden, or G. A. Dvali’s flat in Kutaisi. The
main topics of these meetings were practical issues related to anti-
Soviet illegal activity. Most members of the group swore oaths to
serve the anti-Soviet group. They paid membership fees, and used
pseudonyms to hide the conspiracy.

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 14, d. 38, f. 235, pp. 39-44, y. 1963.
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In March 1962 Z. D. Kobalia, along with his relative G. D.
Kochua, stole a printing machine from the Sanitary Epidemic
Department of the regional hospital in Zugdidi. He, along with 1.
T. Kobalia and N. K. Partsvania, took the printing machine to a
cave which was arranged for printing anti-Soviet proclamations.

In April, May and August 1962, the group members composed
and printed anti-Soviet proclamations in the cave entitled
“Orkino,” which was situated in the vicinity of the village of
Odishi, Zugdidi region. Printed pamphlets were disseminated
throughout Georgia.

Due to difficult working conditions in the cave, the members
of the anti-Soviet group were tasked with getting typographic
fonts. This would make it easier to print a large number of
pamphlets.

In summer 1962, T. D. Jobava managed to loot a certain
amount of fonts from Zugdidi paper factory. At the illegal
meeting, the group members discussed armament. Some of them
had firearms with cartridge cases.

Indiko and Zaur Kobalias, together with others, disseminated
anti-Soviet proclamations in Zugdidi city on the night of April 28-
29, 1962, and in Sukhumi on June 16-17 and on August 18-19.

In April, June and August 1962, anti-Soviet proclamations
were disseminated on behalf of an illegal organization entitled
“AER” in Zugdidi, Kutaisi, Tskhakaia and Zestaponi.?

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 6, archival No. 6316 (old file
28620-64), v. 13, b. 18.
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In April and June 1963, people disseminating anti-Soviet
nationalist pamphlets throughout Georgia were revealed and
arrested.

On June 26 of the same year, an attorney from the Zugdidi
region of the State Security Committee of Georgia Kalistrate
Khvitia reported at the meeting of the Party Committee Bureau
of Zugdidi Agricultural Manufacture of the Communist Party of
Georgia. According to this report, 13 young persons were accused
of being a member of the illegal nationalist organization and
disseminating anti-Soviet papers and proclamations. They were
arrested and brought to trial by the State Security organs. These
persons were: 3

Grigol (son of Amiran) Dvali — born in the village of Baji,
Ambrolauri region, 1917. Place of residence — Kutaisi, city. He
had served in a Kutaisi automobile plant before he was arrested.

Zaur (son of Davit) Kobalia — born in the village of
Kortskheli, Zugdidi region, 1941. Place of residence, the village of
Odishi, Zugdidi region. He was unemployed before he was arrested.

Indiko (son of Tevdore) Kobalia — born in the village of
Odishi, Zugdidi region, 1934. Place of residence, Zugdidi, city.
Occupation, a worker at a Zugdidi mechanical workshop.

Ekaterine (daughter of Abram) Bebia — born in the village
of Garakha, Chkhorotsku region, 1936. Occupation; accountant at
theDepartment of Workers Supply.

Edem (son of Davit) Kvirtia — born in the village of Kirtskhi,
Chkhorotsku region, 1943. He was serving in the army when he
was arrested. Before going into the army, he worked at a Zugdidi
mechanical workshop.

Megona (son of Amiran) Kakashvili — born in the village
of Tamakoni, Gegechkori region, 1944. Place of residence - the
village of Tamakoni. Unemployed.

Nodar (son of Ghentori) Jugheli — born in the village of

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 19505, d. 1, f. 27, p. 144, y. 1983.
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Sviri, Zestaponi region, 1942. He was serving in the army when
he was arrested. He had worked at Tskaltubo Tea Plant before he
was arrested.

Omar (son of Mikheil) Gabunia — born in the village of
Akhota, Chkhorotsku region, 1941. Occupation — worker at
Enguri paper plant.

Tengiz (son of Domenti) Jobava — born in the village of
Didinedzi, Zugdidi region, 1940. Place of residence — Rustavi
city. Occupation — worker at Rustavi Metallurgical Plant.

Nikoloz (son of Konstantine) Partsvania — born in the village
of Odishi, Zugdidi region. Place of residence — the village of
Odishi. Occupation — cooperative manager in the village of Odishi.

Alexandre (son of Alex) Lomtadze — born in the village
of Meore Tola; Place of residence — Kutaisi city. Occupation
—worker at Kutaisi auto plant.

Jemal (son of Alexandre) Kakabadze — born in Kutaisi city,
1936. Place of residence — Kutaisi city. Occupation — Kutaisi auto
mobile plant locksmith.

Revaz (son of Ambrose) Makharadze — born in the village
of Zomleti, Makharadze region. Place of residence — Kutaisi cit.
Occupation — pattern shop worker at Kutaisi automobile plant.

On the basis of Article 206 of the Georgian SSR Criminal
Code passed on July 15, 1963, indictments were passed in Thilisi.
The case was submitted to the Judicial Board on Criminal Cases
of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR.*

On August 14-26, 1963, the Judicial Board on Criminal
Cases of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR reviewed the
criminal case Ne 2717 at the closed session in Tbilisi. All the
aforementioned who were charged, pleaded guilty both in the
primarily investigation and at the court session. Besides, their
criminal activities were confirmed by the testimonies of the
witnesses and found evidence.

Under Article 303 and Article 304 of the Georgian SSR
Criminal Procedure Code, the Judicial Board on Criminal Cases
of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR concluded:

1. Alexandre (son of Alex) Lomtadze

2. Revaz (son of Ambrose) Makharadze

3. Jemal (son of Alexandre) Kakabadze

4. Omar (son of Mikheil) Gabunia

5. Tengiz (son of Domenti) Jobava

6. Nodar (son of Ghentori) Jugheli

7. Megona (son of Amiran) Kakashvili

are found guilty on the basis of Article 71, Part | of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code. On the basis of Article 73 and
Article 71, Part | of the Criminal Code, each of them is sentenced
to three years in a corrective labor colony, with a strict regime.
Taking the aforementioned mitigating factors into consideration,
this sentence is considered to be conditional and, on the basis
of Article 46 of the Criminal Code, they receive a three-year
probationary sentence.

8. Ekaterine Katusha (daughter of Abram) Bebia —is
found guilty on the basis of Article 71, Part | of the Georgian SSR

4. MIAArchive, Section I, f. 6, archival No. 6316, v. 10/13, b. 18, f. 28620, pp. 1-83.
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Criminal Code. On the basis of Article 73 and Article 71, Part | of
the Criminal Code, she is sentenced to two 2 years in corrective
labor colony with strict regime.

9. Edem (son of Davit) Kvirtia — is found guilty on the basis
of Article 71, Part | of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. On the
basis of Article 73 and Article 71, Part | he is sentenced to three 3
years in corrective labor colony with strict regime.

10. Nikoloz (son of Konstantine) Partsvania and

11. Indiko (son of Tevdore) Kobalia are found guilty on
the basis of Article 238, Part I, Article 71, Part | and Article 73
of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. On the basis of Article
238, Part | of the Criminal Code, they are sentenced to two
years imprisonment, and on the basis of Article 71, Part | of the
Criminal Code — to five years in corrective labor colony with strict
regime.

On the basis of Article 40 of the Criminal Code, a more
severe sentence annuls a less severe one, and thus Nikoloz (son of
Konstantine) Partsvania and Indiko (son of Tevdore) Kobalia are
sentenced to five years in corrective labor colony with strict regime.

12. Zaur (son of Davit) Kobalia is found guilty on the basis
of Article 91, Part Il and Article

71, Part | of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code. On the basis of
Article 73 and Article 91, Part 11, he is sentenced to two /2/ years
in prison, and on the basis of Article 71, Part [ — to five /5/ years
in corrective labor colony with strict regime.

On the basis of Article 40 of the Criminal Code, a more severe
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sentence annuls a less severe one, and thus Z. D. Kobalia is sentenced
to five years in corrective labor colony with strict regime.

The activities of the young people were criticized and
condemned at the Committee Bureau sessions of Zugdidi
Industrial and Agricultural Manufacture of the Komsomol and the
Communist Party of Georgia. Dozens of people were subjected to
political and Komsomol sentences. Some of them were expelled
from the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League. These
were:

Omar (son of Mikheil) Gabunia — born in 1940. Occupation
— worker at Enguri cellulose and paper plant.

Tengiz (son of Domenti) Jobava — born in 1940. Occupation
— worker at Enguri cellulose and paper plant.

Zaur (son of Kapiton) Chkvanava — born in 1937.
Occupation — accountant at Forest Department of Enguri paper
plant. He was expelled as a candidate membership of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. ©

Edem (son of Joto) Gagua — born in 1941. Occupation
—shift-man at a large-scale bakery.’

Archil (son of Nikoloz) Pirtskhalava — born in 1944,
Occupation — member of the Komsomol’s primary organization
of Tea Technological College. (His father, head of the primary
school in the village of Akhalsopeli Nikoloz Pirtskhalava received
a severe reprimand in his registration card).®

Andrid (son of Pavle) Sanaia — born in 1937. Occupation —
member of the Komsomol organization of the tea pressing factory.
In 1961 A. P. Sanaia formed an anti-Soviet group of young people,
disseminating proclamations throughout the republic. A. P. Sanaia
was found guilty and was sentenced to four years in prison.

Zaur (son of Davit) Kobalia — born in 1941. Place of
residence — member of the Komsomol’s primary organization of
collective farm of Odishi.

Anzor (son of Parten) Pachkoria — born in 1941. In 1956, he
became a member of the All-Union Leninist Young Communist
League. Occupation — student of Tea Technological College. He
was a member of the Komsomol’s primary organization at the
same college.

Omekh (son of Kalistrate) Bechvaia — born in 1944. In
1959 he joined the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League.
Occupation — student of the Tea Technological College. He was
a member of the Komsomol’s primary organization of the same
college.

Nikoloz (son of Konstantine) Partsvania — born in 1937;
Occupation — member of the Komsomol organization at a
technological workshop.

Indiko (son of Tevdore) Kobalia — born in 1935; Occupation
— member of the Komsomol organization at the mechanical
workshop.

Bondo (son of Davit) Lagvilava — born in 1943; Occupation
— a four-year student of the Tea technological College.

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 6, archival No. 6316, v. 13, b. 18, f.
28620-64, pp. 85-106.

6. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 1, f. 370, d. 1, f. 8, pp. 34-36, y. 1963.
7. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 370, d. 1, f. 9, p. 33, y. 1963.

8. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 19505, d. 1, f. 31, pp. 92-93, y. 1963.

111

www.archive.security.gov.ge



/ 0 mpeisAEEeRum 00 PO FEA f s

n3 e noms 1963 rom, rops Tdammon.

___  Cmemozetens Cueporsensoro oragens KI'G mpm G PCCP susmmto
MIPHAHA A AR gﬂa_—r._m!ma HOTepUONy yronopsorod 1emns D=i7I7 mo
ofmsennn MADBALT Wmtoms RoposenTmpomiue u ADYTHE = .

B9 g e n:

. [APIBAHIN Hef, 00 opmoORSTORYD Bensrensmyn pedozy I2 we
1963 rom Oun npusndyes B KoUEOTS@ OCBNEA GO0 G COBGplENNE
mpegTynnennn, WPeRYGUOTPEMHOCO OTH0T. 71 Wl ® 73 JK TUCE,

B one omenormia yorowomieso, yro MAPIAAHNA H.(, 0 How-
m 1557 romp, 0 mog B relyromor 5 oamoy Aoue ¢ JHALM Tele,
moonenmm (ud 0UpoGOTeH B OU'THOO DOTORO-BOLNOBOTNOTR UEONOM Ny
B peaynbToTE WEr0 O° BOTON BO DpOnRedEul MyTH NPOTHE CYHBOTE!
pro » CCCP ovpos, ¥, Cynyws » pagex Coseromal Apmm, cOwmHEI
:lirm:]nnnmn OTHZOTBOPEHNE OF QO BETOHO~KNE BEYHIT €0KOr0 QOTEDNTA-

,Et_apn%sp:_ms ? wouone 1960 roam we opmm, neToM TOCD 28
rono MAPIBAHINI H.T, BovoOmomua HpeoTynuyD omGod ¢ ABUIN I'W, !
BHEOTe ¢ nmy OCyANT DOMPOC OOBADNNS BN TN 02ePOROI NERETRALAO
rpymmd md Cops( mpo™IE CORETOEOrD rOCYMPOTIO.

oense 1961 roma, 20TPETHDUNCE 00 CROMMT 1IN0 UNeH NN
Il N0 oUTROOCETOMNM yoemaenund, KOBAIMA N.0e B KOBAIEH S/,
302 nu cormooue pOGOTOTL MIGOTE O MmN P Benersusioll rpymme m
mo opgel! muuImATERE B supene IDGI ro@ OBRAON Iyr MINOKYD P pya-
Hi;"q BAIR Tele B l'.;(g;mm, B9 EBOPTPE KOTOPOro e o KL
LA He/le OOyARIN BONPOOH: O OpOETHUECKOl 0000 ETOXQl &
PeNEHO0TH, 0 WICNEDHOM JDEemEUeNNN PLYNNH, BupoGOTOLN TEROP i)
OArH 0 PPECT OMTNCORETOIMX NMOTOROE, mmuib BEec mpernosenmne
BHEOTI B TCEQT NNOTOREM O AROGH TAZENOM WOTEPHONLHGN IMONODEHMN!
Tpymamiga B COJF. Kpose TOro, o00ymimm Bompon O MyTEE Gopadu
THH AOOTHEEHMA NPECTYMBUI |UHON 0B,

i f«fle MUBAT yyooTNE B AT DEE NOXNOSHO) mamy-
mEER N3 oeps Ofmmm » meuepy, CA@ Guno momodpeED weOTO
caerensaod [BlowH.

IATI BN H,Ke MpREST NIMONPY B9 PEDHOOTH DEAErHULNON

©5 0M0(3bgdmEs 38539 MMasbaDa(300l dnMggmor
3m3393306m mEgsbnDs(300d0. "

LogoBomggmmb om33 dnagmawal bLabmgemm-bsbsmdmm
3M808g&ab 1963 Bral 8 5330LE™L donEmb Lbpmdaby
Lo gogdocm o 33-0b Hoggd0sb astnibgl oyma
330dmb dg 395dg, HmIgmoz Igdamds bamawal
Go0mbam asbgom ,d9360dmeal” Godmamognsda. badwmdom
5030m0sb 356 Ima3amMs badgdwo sbmgda s aowabzs
36Mn Lsbsnsb, HMIgmBs3 o33DIES s gosgM(3gms
3b@abodgmms 3Mm gmads30gdo. Labadsmmmd o. o.
dm5dgb 4 Bemoom 358086Mmds Bogbogs."

Logdomggmmb 33 Dmawaal babmgmm-bobscdmm
3m80&9@&0b 1963 Bemab 26 0360bob dog@Hmb Lbmaal

0503960 gd007, 95653 gdMd0sb gomszobgmobgb
5 30Md bssmAobgm damamdn dg@obaom Lab@nzo

Loyggnco godmgbowsn Roalb &gdbmmmagoya
&9d603980L oM gdEmE 3. gmdmmbadgl 8946034330
LobBogmm LosmdbFmgmm 3mdomdal Rsdmabs ws
Logbobmob dmEbgdobamgals, Godss go8mabgas sehog
B0 3bama35Ls s IMLBagmgms gangab megzsbygg@omo
8mg89m9ds; 3o6mEdan@mmb 8engseb 3. dn30bmdgaemb
- 8996039330 oM@ 0nm-3m83s3306ema 3ndomdob
Radmabomgol, 3m83933060b 3m3n@ g0l 8wngsb a.
336505b — 3m8 3533060 8mdomdal Bodmobomgal. '
Ladgmms bgmabyggmgds yggmaebsnfn dgmmeonm
396536 dmdEs ddmmal 08 9053056580l d0ds6m, 30b(s
36mGgbEL Nbogdes bLadgmams Bgbbymdamgdal,
09335 399650635 BobsomBogamdsd bgma 396

10. 3LL oMgngo, ll 4o6y. , 3. 371, 5006. 1, 1. 10, 3. 22-23, 64-65, 1963 6.
11. 3bb ot gogo, I 3oby., 5. 19396, 50b. 1, 1. 13, ¢3. 36-37, 1963 6.
12. 3bb orgogo, 1 356y, 3. 19505, 5096. 1,b. 27, 3. 144-148, 1963 6.

112

2 Y2
|

rpymme, 450 Do® yyooTBOBON B MENErdAGNMX QOODNIPE X Y1HOD
TpyInW, ABOSAN JINOPWA UNSHOWME B3HOOH W OARN [B5 B BOG O

28 80 29 ompens 1962 roAR pECNpPOOT pONNE IHOTOREM AHTHCOBETOKD
r0 QU/RPEONNS B T o3 M.

B fespame 1953 rong MPIBARIA H.K. mproGpen B r.Kyranca
penonsaep omcreuy "Heron® o weTupmua GocBuim MOTPONSMN B He S
EOHNO Xpanua 10 AUa 6pEOTa,

Eip(]mi] BO ';!"IIIJ?]HI:'E R3N0DERHOE B [YyROBONCTEYAOE OT0T.

140,141,145 m 152 JIK

CCP,

finﬂzaugaﬂﬁi

Mpensam s (APIBAHN Huxonen KosoronmBomIVy 00MIBEHNE
] cq-e;:'.'?us_'lu Fgac'r:mmn:w. Npeny GMOTPEH BOTD QT 0T, 7L Wel, 73
B 238 9.l YK HY

sul's

Homio mocrsyoFiesne SOTpOBNTs Wpomypopy I'CCP,

MENQRATEL b CAENOT/BIA KT'E mpa (M
ICCP - mamm

#Corma oen” HATAIBIK GJ B1CT aEHAA0 O
mpn ( PGCF - momxoss

ez P HMUPATIE /
" én womn 1963 rom P%j

loorenoEnenne uoe oGsasueno ® " gom 1963 r., Oyi-
BOQTE OOBIDOENS DOTAGIEHS .

/ nonmes /

Ludvig (son of Gvanji) Gobechia — born in 1937;
Occupation — a third-year student of the Tea Technological
College. °

At the committee bureau meeting of the Zugdidi agricultural
manufacturers of the Georgian Komsomol, held on June 8,

1963, the following people received a severe reprimand in their
registration card:

Karlo (son of Tadeoz) Kvarantskhelia — born in 1940.

In 1954 he joined the All-Union Leninist Young Communist
Organization. Occupation — secretary of the Komsomol’s primary
organization of the tea-pressing factory.

Varoli (son of Vladimer) Jinjolava — born in 1944. In 1958,
he joined the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League.

He was a second-year student of the Faculty of Viticulture and
Horticulture at the Thilisi Agricultural Institute. He worked at
the tea-pressing factory, and was a member of the Komsomol’s
primary organization of the same institute.

At the committee bureau meeting of the Zugdidi Agricultural
Manufactures of the Georgian Komsomol held on August 8, 1963,
Yuri (son of Abibo) Buadze, who worked in the typography
department of the Zugdidi regional newspaper “Mebrdzoli”
(“Fighter”), was excluded from the All-Union Leninist Young
Communist League. He stole printing letters from work, and gave
them to Andrid Sanaia, who composed and disseminated anti-
Soviet proclamations. I. A. Buadze was sentenced to 4 years in
prison.

On the basis of a resolution passed by the Committee for
Zugdidi Agricultural Manufacture of the Communist Party of

9. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section II, f. 371, d. 1, f. 9, pp. 44-51, y. 1963.
10. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 371, d. 1, f. 10, pp. 22-23, 64-65, y. 1963.
11. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 19396, d. 1, f. 13, pp. 36-37, y. 1963.
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Georgia on June 26, 1963, the director of the Tea Technological
College Sh. Gobronidze was removed from his post, and he
received a severe reprimand in his registration card for hindering
the process of educational work in the college, as well as for
relaxed vigilance, resulting in the undisciplined activity of Archil
Pirtskhalava and a group of pupils. The secretaries of the party
bureau — M. Miminoshvili for hindering the party and Komsomol
activity in the college, and the secretary of the Komsomol
committee . Beraia for hindering Komsomol activity-were
removed from their posts, and they received a severe reprimand in
their registration cards. 2

Although Soviet authority continued applying to all methods
against enemies of the Soviet regime, no resistance could prevent
these people from fighting for freedom and independence. On
the contrary, anti-Soviet meetings became more frequent, and
dissident actions intensified daily. This wave reached its peak in
the late 1980s, and ended with Georgia gaining its long-awaited
independence.

Document No. 1
Comrade!

The AER Committee continues its work.

The recent activities carried out by the Communist Party are
clear, and their results are outcome of the wrong work of the party.

The party suffers a crisis.

Socialism has already reached its peak of development.
Communism is no longer constructed since the party was not able
to strengthen its ideology through self-criticism.

Comrade workers and peasants!

Don’t follow the venture propaganda of the Communist Party,
carrying out for self-defense. Follow human moral and national
pride.

“Let’s stand where there is a storm
And a bloody angel stands.”

12. MIAArchive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 19505, d. 1, f. 27, pp. 144-148, y. 1963.
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Eka Katsitadze

On December 14, 1961, a group of anti-Soviet people were
arrested in Thilisi and accused of attempting to assassinate the
First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, Nikita Khrushchev. In February 1961,
Khrushchev was to arrive at a solemn ceremony dedicated to the
40" anniversary of the establishment of Soviet power in Georgia
and the creation of the Communist Party of Georgia. According
to the materials available on file, the assassination attempt was
supposed to have been well-planned, but the conspirators never
did more than talk, and the attempt never happened, they never
even acquired any weapons or explosive devices.

Criminal case Ne6018, which is held in the Archive of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, contains the indictment against the
suspects, which provides a detailed description of the plans and
activities of the illegal group.

According to the file, the accused were Shota Mekvabishvili,
Albert Meladze, Abrek Batoshvili and Akaki Mdinaradze. The
indictment is presented in full below:

“The indictment for Case Ne4675 against Shota Mekvabishvili
(patronymic: Viktor), Albert Meladze (patronymic: Shalva),
Abram (Abrek) Batoshvili (patronymic: Shapati) and Akaki
Mdinaradze (patronymic: Platon). The accused are charged under
Article 17, Article 67, Part | and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR
Criminal Code.

On December 14, 1961, Sh.B. Mekvabishvili, A.Sh. Meladze
and A.Sh. Batoshvili were arrested by the State Security
Committee of the Council of Ministers of the Georgian SSR
and accused of planning a terrorist attack against the head of the
Soviet government on February 5, 1961, during his arrival in
Thilisi for the 40" anniversary of the establishment Soviet power
in Georgia.

On February 4, 1961, A.P. Mdinaradze was also arrested on
the same charge.
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The investigation
revealed that the accused
were anti-Soviet elements
aiming to change the foreign
and domestic policies of the
Soviet government. For this
reason, they established with
one another and decided to
organize a terrorist attack
against the head of the
Soviet government. They
took practical measures for
the implementation of the

53530 8absmadg/Akaki Mdinaradze

plan.

From June 1960 until their arrest, Mekvabishvili, as the
initiator of this terrorist group, as well as Meladze, who came
into criminal contact with him, sought to carry out their hostile
intention. They recruited A.Sh. Batoshvili and A.P. Mdinaradze.
They wanted to recruit a few more people, including M.O.
Amirejibi, V.P. Mdinaradze and V.Z. Tseruashvili.

In addition to this, Mekvabishvili and Meladze tried to obtain
explosives to make a bomb. Among other things, they discussed
how to procure explosives, how to seize a radio station in order
to deliver news reports, and how to escape after committing the
crime.

Batoshvili knew about the planned terrorist attack. Together
with Meladze, he was involved in the discussion phase. He
explained to Meladze bomb structure, advised him on how it
might be better constructed, and gave him different practical
advice on how to use it during the terrorist attack. He also warned
Meladze him to act cautiously.

A.P. Mdinaradze came under the anti-Soviet influence of
Mekvabishvili, from whom he knew about the planned terrorist
act. He agreed him to make the bomb. Later, he discussed the
matter of constructing a bomb with Meladze.

The inquiry revealed that:

At one a meetings in late June 1960, Mekvabishvili, who
was in Meladze’s office, offered to organize a terrorist attack
against the head of the Soviet government to change the course of
domestic and foreign politics of the Soviet State.

Meladze got very interested in that idea and asked him further
questions about the real possibilities for such a crime, including
how to obtain weapons; where to stage the attack, and how
realistic it was to carry out their plan.

Concerning this matter, the accused Mekvabishvili said:

“When I first met with Meladze, he didn’t tell me directly that
he was ready to personally take part in the terrorist attack”.

2-3 days after the meeting with Mekvabishvili, the accused
Meladze, with the intention of getting advice, visited Batoshvili

in his flat. When they came out into the street, he told him about
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dmoms 3gd3080d30m0
Shota Mekvabishvili

08693 dsommdgaemo
Abrek Batoshvili

Mekvabishvili’s idea of organizing a terrorist attack. While
opposing Batoshvili, Meladze said that:

“On the same day, or maybe two or three days later, | visited
my friend A.Sh. Batoshvili for advice, because he had more
experience in such things. ... Batoshvili listened to me and
advised me to be very careful to avoid a possible provocation”.

This meeting was followed by two others. The first took place
in June 1960 at the Rustaveli Library, and the other in August
of the same year in Mekvabishvili’s flat. At those meetings,
Mekvabishvili and Meladze reviewed the preparations for the
planned crime. Meladze, after his conversation with Batoshvili,
not only expressed his complete readiness for the implementation
of the tasks imposed upon him, but also showed his own initiative.

Mekvabishvili and Meladze decided to recruit two or three
devoted people into the group, and select a bomb to carry out their
plan. Mekvabishvili assumed responsibility for constructing the
bomb, with the help of his acquaintance V.Z. Tseruashvili, who
worked in a radio factory. Meladze was to get the explosives for
the bomb in the laboratory of the state university with the help of
his acquaintance.

Concerning weapons, A.M. Meladze said:

“Mekvabishvili and | decided to carry out our plan with a
bomb because it is easier to throw a bomb at the target than to
shoot”.

In early October 1960, Mekvabishvili discussed the matter
concerning the scene of the terrorist attack with Meladze in
the Shota Rustaveli Library. He said that Rustaveli Avenue
was an appropriate site for the attack, and he drew up a route
map (recreated by Mekvabishvili during the investigation) of
Khrushchev’s with his accompanying bodyguards. The diagram
also contained information about the deployment of other
members of the terrorist group and the location of their getaway
car.

Meladze proposed instead the Opera House building or the
Sports Palace during the government leader’s meetings with
worker representatives. Mekvabishvili’s plan was approved,
however.
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While discussing this, Mekvabishvili and Meladze paid
particular attention to the psychological aspect of the crime. They
noted that “the executor of the terrorist attack should be calm and
determined in implementing the task imposed upon him”.

In October 1960, Meladze visited his friend D.S. Tsakadze at
the laboratory of the State University to ask him for nitroglycerin
for making a bomb.

Tsakadze refused, however. Later Meladze tried to buy
nitroglycerin from an employee of a laboratory at the State
University.

In October 1960, Mekvabishvili, in the presence of Meladze
and V.P. Mdinaradze, involved the accused A.P. Mdinaradze in the
crime at his flat. The latter promised him to make a bomb.

Afterwards, Mekvabishvili informed Meladze that he had two
devoted young people who would make grenades for him.

In early November 1960, Meladze met with A.P. Mdinaradze
at Mekvabishvili’s flat. Mdinaradze told Meladze how he could
make a bomb. Meladze was interested in the destructive radius of
such bomb.

On November 5, 1960, Meladze met with Batoshvili at
the Shota Rustaveli Library. Meladze told him about his and
Mekvabishvili’s plans to carry out the attack. He also talked about
the bomb as the means of committing the crime, how to seize the
Communication House, and how to use a car to escape from the
scene.

Batoshvili warned Meladze of the possible failure and advised
to be carefully. He told him about concrete examples from the
film called “Secrets of the Code”, as well as from his experience
serving in the National Legion of the German Army.

Batoshvili gave practical advice to Meladze, describing for
him more complete information about the construction of the
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bomb than Meladze knew, and explaining to him better methods
on how to use it.

Concerning the usage, Batoshvili noted:

“... A special bomb with a timer should be used. It will
detonate not immediately, but after some time. A bomb like that
need not be thrown at the target. It should be concealed covertly,
for example, in a bunch of flowers”.

Mekvabishvili systematically expressed his anti-Soviet views
to his close acquaintance L.M. Onishko. In November 1960,
he denigrated the head of the Soviet government and said that
somebody should kill him. Mekvabishvili had in mind himself
and Meladze.

Earlier, in September 1959, the accused Meladze had talked
about Khrushchev’s visit to the United States with M.I. Amirejibi
in his office, saying “Is there nobody who could kill him?” He
repeated this sentence while talking about the anticipated arrival
of the head of the Soviet government in Georgia in February
1961.

Mekvabishvili, who assumed responsibility for making
the bomb, intended to involve a dyer at the radio factory, V.B.
Tseruashvili, with whom he had served his sentence in a labor
camp.

In early December 1961, he went to the radio factory with
this intention. With the help of the staff department of the factory
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fumo NOBOIBEY TAXENOS,0CO008HE0 NMoGNe RTOPOY TpABMN, ROTSA OH Ne-
®AL 0 TOUeHMd HECRONBKMY MOCANeD W B TOUEHUN ONpefsleHHOro Bpe-
MBHA OTMEUSIACH PROTH.[JOCHIE MOIYUEHHHY TDABM CTAN HENOCENILMHHM,
BCNHABYARHN, 0 HAaHAUATANRHOMY MOBONY BHYONMN U3 PasHOBeCcHm,
EORMIARTODAR ¢ TOBADMIAMH,C YUNTELAMM,TACTO HADYMaN AUCI AILIHHY
B CHASH C UweM OODPEBOJANCA M8 oJHOM WRONW B ApPYTYR.B 7-0M KIacce,
mocIe SaMevaNaf yquTeNs,B ukOXe NepeIoMANl CTeKIA.Bull CIyYad,
Eoria D GooToAmmN shbexTa BaNocml cefe TOHECHOS MOBDGRIEHNS.

MocJle oRONTAHMA CDOJHETO yueGHOTO aapefeHHA BWEE DUGHHEM ROMAC-

and his acquaintance V.M. Mzareulashvili, he wanted to meet
with Tseruashvili. Having decided to organize the terrorist attack,
Mekvabishvili and Meladze discussed this matter several times
before their arrest. For example, when they met in early December
1960 in the Shota Rustaveli Library, they looked through a journal
with photographs of various weapons. Mekvabishvili drew
Meladze’s attention to a photograph of a grenade, saying “I wish
we had one of those”.

In early December 1960, Meladze told Mekvabishvili that
he had discussed several aspects of organizing a terrorist attack
against the head of the Soviet government with Batoshvili.

The accused Mekvabishvili and Meladze told the investigation
that they wanted to make a bomb casing in the factory, and equip
it with the explosive nitroglycerin.

The accused A.P. Mdinaradze said that he assumed
responsibility for making the bomb. He was to make a metal
bomb case in accordance with the method set forth in the
sculpture workshops. Afterwards, he was to equip it with
an explosive substance, ammonal or dynamite, and place a
fulminating cap on it, which was to be fixed to a fuse He said
that by setting fire to the fuse, the bomb would blow up at the
appropriate time.

Pyrotechnic analysis was conducted by specialists of the
Artillery Division of the Transcaucasian Military Staff in order
to assess the degree of danger involved with the measures the
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accused took to create their bomb. The analysis revealed that:

1. It is possible to make an improvised explosive device;

2. It is possible to equip bombs with ammonal, dynamite
and nitroglycerin, and fix a fulminating cap to a fuse in order to
detonate the device;

3. Itis not impossible to light a fuse with a burning cigarette.

In the course of the investigation, Thilisi State University
provided information that revealed that it was possible to produce
nitroglycerin in its laboratory.

According to the information provided by the Thilisi
Nikoladze Art School, the methods that A.P. Mdinaradze planned
to use to make the bomb casing were also used in the sculpture
workshops.

Information delivered by “Sakpetkmretsvi” and Makharadze’s
trial revealed that since 1935, explosive activities have been
carried out using an ammonal, fulminating cap and fuse L or 1, 5
kilometers from the village of Vakijvari, where A.P. Mdinaradze
was born and lived.

According to the accused Mekvabishvili, a film called “The
Teutonic Sword” motivated him to get involved with terrorism.

According to the protocol, this film is about the assassination
of Alexander | of Yugoslavia and the French Foreign Minister
Louis Barthou. They were killed by an assassin while riding in a
car through the streets in October 1934.

The plan for the assassination attempt which was revealed
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by Mekvabishvili and Meladze first in October 1960, and later
during their interrogation on January 17, 1961, is similar to that
described in the film.

As to the question of why he decided to use nitroglycerin,
Meladze replied that he was astonished at the sheer force of this
substance shown in a different film, “Reward for Fear”.

“It made an impression on me that a single drop of
nitroglycerin was highly explosive”.

A review of the film “Reward for fear” made it clear that
Meladze was on to something real.

Inspection of Mekvabishvili’s library card, provided by the
Rustaveli Library, revealed that all the books he had checked out
concerned terror and assassinations.

The accused A.Sh. Meladze and A.P. Mdinaradze pleaded
guilty. The accused Sh.B. Mekvabishvili plead not guilty.

The accused A.Sh. Batoshvili plead partially guilty of not
informing the authorities of the plot.

The charges against Sh.B. Mekvabishvili, A.Sh. Meladze,
A.Sh. Batoshvili and A.P. Mdinaradze were proved by witness
testimonies, including those of B.L. Mdinaradze, L.M. Onishko,
M.1. Amirejibi, A.K. Bebutova, D.S. Tsakadze, V.G. Berulava,
V.S. Mzareulashvili, G.A. Bobokhidze and A.S. Sulakauri, as well
as by cross-interrogations, documents and other materials.

Based on the aforementioned, the accused:

Shota (son of Biktor) Mekvabishvili — born in 1928, in
Thbilisi; Nationality — Georgian; Citizenship — USSR; Non-party;
Education —secondary; Marital status — married; Unemployed at
the time of arrest; Place of residence — 35, Kamo Street, Tbilisi.
In 1948 he was charged under Article 72, Part 11, Article 192,
and article on the protection of personal property of the RSFSR
Criminal Code. Based on resolution Ne4/VI, Paragraph I, Part II
of 1943 passed by the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the
USSR, he was sentenced to 6 years in a labor camp. As an anti-
Soviet element, he was accused of creating an illegal organization
aiming to change the course of the domestic and foreign
policies of the Soviet government, and to this end he planned to
assassinate the head of the Soviet government. From June 1960
until the day of his arrest, he undertook preparatory activities for
carrying out his criminal intention.

In conclusion, he was charged under Article 17, Article 67,
Part 1l and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code.

Albert (son of Shalva) Meladze — born in 1926, in Tbilisi;
Nationality — Georgian; Citizenship — USSR; Non-party;
Education — higher; Marital status — single; Place of residence
— 1, Kiev Street, Thilisi; Occupation — head of the Shota Rustaveli
Library Ne10; In 1948 he was charged under Article 19-58-2,
Article 19-58-8, Article 58-10, Part 11 and Article 58-11 of the
Georgian SSR Criminal Code and sentenced to 23 years in a labor
camp. In 1956 he was rehabilitated. He is accused of being an
anti-Soviet element and coming into criminal contact with the
accused Mekvabishvili, with whom, together with other members
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of the organization, he aimed to change the course of the domestic
and foreign policies of the Soviet government. For this reason, he
became involved in the preparation of a terrorist plot against the
head of the government.

In conclusion, he was charged under Article 17, Article 67,
Part Il and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code.

Abram (Abreki) (son of Shabati) [in some documents referred
to as Shapati] Batoshvili — born in 1919 in Akhaltsikhe, Georgian
SSR; Nationality — Jewish; Citizenship — USSR; Non-party;
Education — 9 grades; Marital status — married; Unemployed at
the time of arrest. Place of residence — 22, Isani Street, Thilisi. In
1948 he was charged under Article 54-1 “d” of the Ukrainian SSR
Criminal Code and sentenced to 25 years in a labor camp. In 1956
he was rehabilitated.

On June 25, 1953, he was charged under Article 142, Part
11 of the RSFSR Criminal Code and sentenced to 10 years in a
labor camp. He was released 4 years, 11 months and 29 days
ahead of time. He was accused of being aware of the planned
terrorist attack against the head of the Soviet government, and of
contributing to this by giving practical advice to Meladze.

In conclusion, he was charged under Article 17, Article 67,
Part Il and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code.

Akaki (son of Platon) Mdinaradze — born in the village of
Vakisjvari in the Makharadze region, Georgian SSR; Nationality —
Georgian; Citizenship — USSR; Non-party; Marital status — single;
Occupation —1% year student of Thilisi Nikoladze Art School,
Department of Sculpture; Place of residence — 14, Kvali Street,
Thbilisi; No prior convictions; He was accused of being influenced
by Mekvabishvili, and agreed to construct a bomb for the planned
terrorist attack against the head of the Soviet government.

In conclusion, he was charged under Article 17, Article 67,
Part 1l and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code.

In accordance with Article 208 of the Georgian SSR Criminal
Code, case Ne4675, along with the indictment against Sh. B.
Mekvabishvili and the other accused, is to be submitted to the
prosecutor of the Georgian SSR.

This indictment was drawn up on April4, 1961”. 1

The indictment is signed by:

“Captain Topuria, Senior Investigator of the Investigation
Department of the Committee for State Security of the Council of
Ministers of the Georgian SSR;

V. Nadiradze, Head of the Investigation Department of the
Committee for State Security of the Council of Ministers of the
Georgian SSR;

Lieutenant Colonel O. Kavtaradze, Deputy Chairman of the
Committee for State Security of the Council of Ministers of the
Georgian SSR”.2

The court concluded that the terrorist group created by
Mekvabishvili in June 1960, consisting of Meladze, Batoshvili

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 6018, v. 7, pp. 10-25.
2. Ibid., pp. 10-25.
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and Mdinaradze, aimed to implement a terrorist attack against the
head of the Soviet government. However, their plan was failed
because the relevant organs managed to suppress this “verbal”
terrorist attack.

The court took into account the seriousness of the crime and
based on Article 303 and Article 304 of the USSR, and concluded:

“Based on Article 17, Article 67, Part | and Article 73 of the
Criminal Code, Akaki (son of Platon) Mdinaradze was found
guilty. Based on Article 17 and Article 67, part |, he was sentenced
to 10 years of imprisonment with confiscation of property. Based
on Article 73 of the Criminal Code, he was sentenced to 10
years of imprisonment with confiscation of property. Based on
Article 40 of the Criminal Code, the punishments are to be served
concurrently, thus he was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment
with confiscation of property.

Taking into consideration that Mdinaradze became involved
in the group under the influence of the convict Mekvabishvili,
that he had no prior convictions, and his young age, the court
considered it possible to reeducate him by giving a more lenient
punishment. Based on Avrticle 45 of the Criminal Code, his
sentence was reduced by 8 years, and he received 2 years of
imprisonment with confiscation of property.

Mdinaradze’s sentence went into effect as of February 4, 1961.

Based on Article 17, Article 67, Part | and Article 73 of
the Criminal Code, Abrek (Abram) (son of Shabat) Batoshvili
was found guilty. Based on Article 17 and Article 67, part I, he
was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment with confiscation
of property. Based on Article 73 of the Criminal Code, he
was sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment with confiscation
of property. Based on Article 40 of the Criminal Code, the
punishments were declared to be concurrent, and he was
sentenced to a total of 10 years of imprisonment with confiscation
of property. The sentence went into effect from the time of his
arrest on December 14, 1960.

Based on Article 17, Article 67, Part | and Article 73 of the
Criminal Code, Albert (son of Shalva) Meladze was found guilty.
Based on Article 17 and Article 67, part I, he was sentenced to
15 years of imprisonment with confiscation of property. Based
on Article 73 of the Criminal Code, he was sentenced to 12 years
of imprisonment with confiscation of property. Based on Article
40 of the Criminal Code, the punishments were declared to be
concurrent, and he was sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment
with confiscation of property.

Meladze was considered to serve his sentence since December
14, 1960.

Based on Article 17, Article 67, Part | and Article 73 of
the Criminal Code, Shota (son of Viktor) Mekvabishvili was
found guilty. Based on Article 73 of the Criminal Code, he
was sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment with confiscation
of property. Based on Article 17 and Article 67, part I, he was
sentenced to be executed.
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Based on Article 40 of the Criminal Code, the higher
punishment overrides all others, so the sentence of execution is
final and not subject to appeal.

Chairman: S. Kajaia

Juries: G. Kakabadze, G. Mshvidobadze”. ?

After the imposition of these harsh punishments on the
accused with no possibility of appeal, the desperate families,
prisoners’ rights defenders, and close friends appealed to members
of the government and high-ranking officials of the prosecutor’s
office and the court to ask that the convicts be pardoned.

Based on a resolution of April 18-21, 1961, passed by the
Board of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR, the death
penalty against Shota Mekvabishvili was replaced with 15 years
of imprisonment by the Presidium of the Supreme Council of the
Georgian SSR.

This was reiterated by a resolution of June 28, 1965.

“The protest demands to amend the sentence passed by the
judicial board on criminal cases of the Supreme Court in respect
of the sentence against the four convicts charged under Article 17,
Article 67 and Article 71, Part | of the Georgian SSR Criminal
Code. They should be sentenced to the term of imprisonment they
had already served, and therefore, they should be released.

The Presidium heard a report from a member of the Supreme
Court of the Georgian SSR, Comrade G. S. Bitsadze, who
supported the request.

The Presidium acknowledged that the request was correct, and
should be accepted due to the following circumstances:

Based on the sentence passed by the court, Sh. Mekvabishvili,
A. Meladze and others were found guilty of preparing a terrorist
attack. In accordance with the Soviet Criminal Code, the
preparation of such an action is punishable if the accused has
obtained weapons or other instruments, or intentionally created a
situation that would facilitate the committing the crime.

Mekvabishvili’s group obtained no weapons or other facilities
for committing a terrorist attack. Members of the organization
only discussed methods for committing the attack. In addition,
they knew nothing about explosives and planned to make a bomb
using chemical nitroglycerin, which is practically impossible. In
addition, members of the organization took no practical measures
to make a bomb using the abovementioned substance

Subsequently, the presidium concluded:

The request shall be accepted. The sentence of April 18-

21, 1961, passed by the juridical court on criminal cases of

the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR against the convicts
Shota (son of Victor, in the documents referred to as Biktor

— author’s note) Mekvabishvili, Albert (son of Shalva) Meladze,
Abrek (son of Shapat) Batoshvili and Akaki (son of Platon)
Mdinaradze, shall be amended. The charges against them

under Article 17 and Article 67, Part I shall be disqualified, and

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 6018, v. 7, pp. 165-167.
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requalified under Article 71, Part 1. Based on Article 71, Part I,
Mekvabishvili, Meladze and Batoshvili are sentenced to four
years of imprisonment, and Mdinaradze to two years. Based on
Article 45 and Article 73 of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code,
Mekvabishvili is sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment, Meladze
to 12 years, and Batoshvili to 10 years. However, the sentences
against Mekvabishvili shall be reduced by 11 years and 6 months,
Meladze by 7 years and 6 months, and Batoshvili by 5 years and 6
months. Therefore, based on Article 71, Part I, they are sentenced
to 4 years and 6 months of imprisonment.

Mdinaradze, who was charged under Article 45 and Article 73,
and sentenced to 2 years of imprisonment, in addition of Article
71, Part 1, is sentenced to 2 years of imprisonment.

As regards the convicts Shota (son of Biktor) Mekvabishvili,
Albert (son of Shalva) Meladze, Abrek (Abram) (son of Shapati)
Batoshvili, who have been serving their sentences since December
14, 1960, they shall be released immediately.

The Presidium has been informed that the convict Akaki
(son of Platon) Mdinaradze has already served his sentence and
therefore shall be released.

Chairman of the Supreme Court of the Georgian SSR: V. I.
Maisuradze”.*

People who were undesirable for the political system were in a
particularly difficult situation. If a person’s activities did not meet
demands of the Soviet regime, he was considered incompatible
with socialism and thus a hostile and harmful element. People
obeyed to the beliefs of the party. Declaring otherwise was
punished by death [though obviously not in this case].

Criminal case Ne6018 preserved in the Archive of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs is a good example of the totalitarian state.
Those convicted of a fictitious and failed terrorist attack against
Khrushchev received the death penalty passed for only speaking.
The special agencies of the powerful Soviet state were very
effectiv3e. Years spent in prison remained as a black mark in
young people’s lives and completely changed them. We present a
letter by the accused Meladze that sheds light on the unbearable
conditions that thousands of families suffered during the Soviet
regime:

“Citizen General! While in your office you told me about the
role you would have in my life. For this reason, belatedly, | appeal
to you. You must have learned about the case against me. Now |
would like to tell you about the feelings that you can’t learn from
the files. I would also like to appeal to you as an older person.

I was born to a Communist family that held a senior position
in your organs. When | was eleven years old, my father Shalva
(son of lagor) Meladze was arrested. Afterwards, my mother and
I were evicted from our home and our property was confiscated.
My mother Sophio (daughter of Antimoz) Meladze was arrested,
and finally, I, a 14-year-old child, was sent to a psychiatric
hospital.

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 6018, v. 7, pp. 272-274.
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I was left in my old granny’s care. I am not writing fiction. But
| cannot refrain from recalling one episode to describe my feelings
at that time. Traditionally, every year | was the toastmaster at the
birthday party of one girl of my age. However, on her birthday
after the arrest of my parents, | found myself in front of her house.
There were more parties, but | was no longer a desired guest there.
Afterwards, | have met that girl in the street many times. | felt
how happy she was to see me, and how much she wanted to be
with me. But due to the class struggle and disagreements between
our parents, | could not visit her.

With this example, | wanted to say that | was left alone with
my old granny and nobody could help me. The war broke out and
I had to struggle with unprecedented poverty and constant hunger.
Although there was a war, young people were still cheerful. | was
left without everything both economically and legally. | wanted to
get an education. | entered the aviation technical college because
it had the lowest tuition fees. When | graduated | was not allowed
to work at the factory, because they said “Your parents have been
arrested”. Later, when | graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy
at the State University, | was not allowed to continue my
postgraduate studies, because “Your parents have been arrested”.
What is value of a philosophical education without postgraduate
studies? In 1948 | was arrested. If | had the chance to talk to those
who investigated the case against me, | would ask them: “What
crime did I commit?” | hope you will believe me that nobody tried
to reeducate me. | was severely punished and that’s all.

After eight years | returned to the university. With the help of
V. Kupradze, | continued my studies and won a scholarship (as
it happens, it was possible to help me). But my mother’s appeal
to rehabilitate my father has been refused twice. It is an irony of
fate that while my family was subjected to repression because my
father was a so-called “enemy”, an appeal for his rehabilitation
was refused because he was a so-called “chekist”.

In 1958, | graduated from the university. My struggle with
poverty began again. Although | asked many people for help, |
was not able to find a job. I didn’t have enough money to eat black
bread and potato. My cousin worked in the Cheka. | hoped he
would help me, but he didn’t want to bother others on my behalf.
He felt sorry for me because | was his relative, but he was not
able to help me. | went to the Secretary of the Thilisi Committee,
G. Gegeshidze. He sent me to the Secretary of the Regional
Committee to start working as an editor at a publishing house,
where | worked for free. Afterwards, | quit this job because there
was no future in it. It is impossible to name an institution to which
I didn’t apply for a job. But everybody turned me down because
of my past. Finally, | start working as a librarian. Although every
kind of work must be respected, imagine a man over thirty, who
has studied for 16 years, and now has to serve impolite young
people.
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Although I was thinking of committing a crime, | would
like to ask you to help me. A person has right to ask for help.
Especially if he was rarely been helped in life.

Beside my biography | would like to tell you about the hard
feelings that inspired me to become anti-Soviet person. | read
books, newspapers, works of arts, but their superficial content
didn’t help me to solve my problems. It seemed as if everyone
agreed not to talk about problems. But | knew that | was in a grim
situation, and nobody reacted to this. Now | would like to take a
chance and appeal to you: Give me the chance to become better,
and not to become cynical towards the people and the homeland.

It may be beside the point, but I can’t help but tell you how
much | suffer for my crime. | suffer thinking about my old mother
who will be alone when she is sick, and that | will not be with her.
I regret not thinking of my mother when committing my crime.
For this reason, | ask you to reduce my guilt before my mother,
and show me more humanity that I did when I chose the wrong
path”.’

P.S. The Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
preserves letters written by parents of those young people who
were sentenced to be executed, or perpetual and 15 years of
imprisonment. We present the letters, which are preserved in the

archival file Ne6018 and can’t be read without emotions:

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, f. 6, f. 6018, v. 2, pp. 167-171.
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Eka Katsitadze

In the 1970s the national movement gained strength in
Georgia. Its main purpose was to win popular support and to
bring to light some of the more vicious elements of the existing
regime. For this reason, some in society began to disseminate
anti-Soviet proclamations, which was then considered to be anti-
Soviet agitation and propaganda and could bring persecution and
repression from the regime.

The criminal case on Zakaria Lashkarashvili, Ne8304, is
preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Lashkarashvili was born in 1954 in the village of Doesi in the
Kaspi region. Nationality — Georgian; Citizenship — the Soviet
Union; The Communist Party member; Marital status — single,
Education — secondary, Place of residence — Thilisi, Occupation
— temporarily unemployed.

The Georgian KGB brought a case against Lashkarashvili on
May 31, 1983, charging him under Article 123 of the Georgian
SSR Criminal Procedure Code (organizing to overthrow Soviet
power) and Article 71, Part | of the Georgian SSR Criminal Code
(producing and disseminating literature and documents demeaning
the Soviet State and public order).

The situation at that time had a great impact on
Lashkarashvili’s anti-Soviet activities. In 1982 he became a
member of the Communist Party and constantly attended party
meetings, but he quickly became frustrated when he heard only
empty words and promises. The false ideology of the Communist
Party prompted him to create an anti-Soviet organization that
would fight for the independence of Georgia.

Here is an extract from his statement:

“... Over the past 4-5 years | had to deal with unfairness
both at work and in everyday life. | heard people worrying about
different things in life. But I won’t encroach on your time by going
into details. An idea occurred to me. If people made some mistakes
I could swing them in favor of the country. Noteworthy is that |
was interested both in the past and the future of Georgia, as well
as in historical, geographical, ethnographic, demographic, political
and other issues concerning other countries and nations. Following
World War 11, socialist countries came into being, former colonies
were liberated, and many independent countries were created.
However, there were many colonies and peoples under fascist
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dictatorships. These people created national liberation movements
fighting for peace, equality and human rights. The Soviet Union
and socialist countries contributed a lot to these movements. Based
on these factors, | thought to correct the existing mistakes and
transfer them in such a way that would be appropriate national
liberation to the socialist regime and its people. This way there
would no longer be dissatisfaction about various issues among

the people. | wanted Georgia to become independent. Why should
Georgia not be independent, if some independent countries are
equal or smaller in territory or population compared to Georgia?
Georgia can show herself to be good, for example, at sports, but

in Russia people say that in Georgia there is capitalism instead of
socialism and that there is corruption, extortion and parasitism.
With our independence, we can prove to everybody that Georgia is
a socialist country and that she can be example for others... !

Despite his negative opinions about Soviet Georgia,
Lashkarashvili thought in vain that there was hope for this country.
He therefore created an illegal organization called “SEGO”, which
stands for The National Liberation Organization in Georgia.”

“The main purpose of the organization is to fight for national
liberation and the independence of Georgia. Therefore, it is
tasked with liberating Georgia from colonial rule and creating an
independence state”. 2

When Lashkarashvili returned from military service, he was
temporarily unemployed and faced financial difficulties. For this
reason, he found a new occupation, changed the charter of his
organization, and called it “SEGO’s Charter”. He was still serving
in the military when he decided to create a national liberation
organization. He added a national sentiment to the Red Army
Oath (the text of the oath was later slightly modified) and fully
converted it to favor the National Party of Georgia.

Here is a text of the oath:

“I (full name) voluntarily join the National Party of Georgia. |
swear to serve interests of my homeland, Georgia, faithfully, and
to fight to the bitter end for her liberation. If I break this oath, may
| be disgraced and be sentenced to death”.?

1. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond 6, f. 8304, v. 1, p. 66.
2. Ibid., v. 1, p. 121.
3. lbid., v. 1, p. 103.
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Dogdotos maddemodzamoal ZaKaria Lashkarashvili

It was essential to gather like-minded people in order to carry
out his plan. Between 1979 and 1983, Zakaria Lashkarashvili
worked as a taxi driver. During his conversations with other
drivers, he periodically expressed his idea about detaching Georgia
from the Soviet Union. He decided it was time to enlarge the
SEGO organization, and to fight for the independence of Georgia.
Therefore the members planned to meet in the Mushthaid Garden
on the 15" of every month to discuss various issues and plan future
activities.

With the new expansion, Tariel Ghviniashvili, Guram
Gogbaidze, Malkhaz Kvinikadze and Suliko Julukhadze became
members of the organization. Several taxi park employees,
including Shio Gelenidze, Misha Bezhitashvili, Dato Piranishvili,
Amiran Mdinaradze, Malkhaz Maisuradze, Archil Khakhviashvili,
Nodar Megvelia and Givi Akhlouri, also joined SEGO.

There was no election to choose the head of the organization.
As SEGO was created by Zakaria Lashkarashvili, he became its
chairman. The members had not yet drawn up a concrete charter
or an action plan. However, there was an obligatory monthly
membership fee (those who were employed had to pay 10 rubles,
and unemployed people and students — 2 rubles) throughout the
existence of the organization.

From January 1982, for certain reasons the organization
suspended meetings. However, in May 1982 it was decided
that they should resume. At the meeting, on the initiative of
Lashkarashvili, became Guram Gogbaidze became the chairman of
the organization in order to make him assume more responsibility
(he spent the membership fund, which led to dissatisfaction of
members of the organization).

General provisions on the admission of new members were
defined in the charter. Georgians who supported the goal of the
organization could be admitted. Admission to membership of in
the organization was possible on the recommendation of an acting
member, following an interview and background check.

The joint meeting sessions of the organization members served
as the supreme governing organ of SEGO, which every year
elected an executive committee that was tasked with administering
the activity of the organization. According to the charter, the
organization should consist of primary cells, which would be formed
based on members’ occupation, university and place of residence...”
4

Zakaria Lashkarashvili himself created the flag of the
organization, which, in his opinion, should serve as the model for

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond 6, f. 8304, v. 1, p. 121.
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the flag of the future independent Georgia. This flag consisted of
four colors: red, blue, green and white. The blue symbolized the
water, green the land, white the air, and red represented the blood
shed in the struggle for Georgia’s sovereignty and liberation.

He also sketched a sample of the coat-of-arms on a sheet of
paper, resembling that of the Georgian SSR, though the place of
the inscription “Proletariats of all countries, unite!” there was
instead a twelve five-pointed star symbolizing the regions of
Georgia. In the center of the coat-of-arms there were garlands,

a grapevine and a horn in a shape of kvevri, as a symbol of
Georgians’ Christianity.

The members decided to disseminate their ideas among the
population as quickly as possible by means of proclamations, so it
became necessary to gather printing devices. Lashkarashvili visited
the museum of the Bolshevik underground printing house in
Avlabari in order to examine the situation thoroughly. He studied
printing equipment and the literature on typography. A worker at
the electric railway car repair plant made parts of a duplicating
machine — metal board and pipe — for him. He also needed to
obtain typeset, as well as a secure location to do the printing. The
organization had great difficulty in finding such a place, and this
caused a significant delay.

139



3963 gmadondgd 3madmgs Jomgmdmag@nsbo badggwan
3obgobo.

08 @Mmobmgol bodgdwm 3s674565bg 8domds
4393 o6 n(3mEs. bagaMm gobos abgmo 50sdnsbals
dmdagds, Gm3gmog 93 Logdnsbmdal Mgl gesmmdggms.
D, 33746533085 Jgamdaimasb (8. 3o35330mmmsb)
LEWIOMBALOL gs0(36m MBazgMLNEGgEOL abGmGammo
B3N g@ob Igbedg 3nMmbob bGmwabGo msddams
BM@™MPs35. Bobmb Mebs3dEMImmds domggg
o6 ©abygdame. . modjsmsdgoma bgm-bgmes
omobmmmgms 8oL s @obJaMgds bobmgs. (3m@o bsbdo
. msddomsdgomal dgamdmal, ,bgamb® Bggfal — &omnge
030605dz0mol 306530 ondgdes ggmBangzbzol
&M39&o&0b Babsomdmga 3odstmygmoa 8gdb@on, oxd(ze o3
36m 3modo(309000L 3036 (39 gds 396 dmbgmbros.

»1983 Bemal 31 350 bagommggmmb LLE Lobgmdbogm
«1d0dHmgdal 3mBo@g@ds scadMs Labbmal LodsGommals
Logddg Ne196 Jmmonbob o. Byyenemzodals babgemmdal

Lobgm3bogm 3gmsgmaon®o 0bbEogm@ab, Jnomsabob

03&™39o60396-8 94003960 LabBagmgdmabs s 6.
dnbbgmadgamob babgmmdal Jymsnbols d3mma@gdboznco

0bb&o@n@ b v080bab@Msonm 3mm3nLbda
36 obodgmms, bazombamabyda babosmol gu3mgdals
393039 05bm5b s 3o3dnMgdom, MmBmada(z Laddmms
bgmobngmgdol s8bmdal 8mbmmgdgdl dgo(3o306496.°
30b03bmmab ©s3o3dnMgdom bogdsmmggmmb bLem
130dmHmgdal 3mB0@q§3s s53580dMs 56@0bsdgmms
®angob mopgmgdo: b. medjemadgomo, a. gmadsndg,
&- ©30bnsdgama. g53mdogdals 3Gm(39Ldn gonhbings
5b0dbggemo 306gdab bagbmgmgdgma Lobmmagda, bonwsbs(s
33m@gdmo 0ym SMSM a0 MG gMIG NS ©
3b@abadgmms bobnomal 3Gim jmada(zngda. ,1983 Bemals
30 7398860l s@agbomgdom, msdgscadgamol,
030605330m0bs s gmadandal bogdg asdmgym
Ne196 Lobbeob bsdsmoal bogdgh msbosMmmma
©m 398968 9300° s B0gbogds (30mm3q 6m3gma Ne202.
LEmAgE 93 3gMomedn badsMmggmmadn ¢339 GoHm
aym aodmomo Jomornmo @obogb@ o ImdGaomds.
530@m8 gobbs3nmmgdamo 068 gMgbo godmabgos
03 bogdgd s sabym ,bgamb* boddob Eg@smyYMa
3m33mg30, MMM ©535390¢mal ©s343ds39ds,
©5300b35 s 3oma domaMogngdab g@emn®a dgbBogme.
a5bbasgmm@mgdamo 54(396@0 as3gmws ,bgamb®
©0395391d6gdgmbs s Moy dg — B. Moddsmadzamdy,
©g@omNMoE d0dnbstgmdos ol s jombzgda. o3
Logd3gbmsb s 30330Mgd0m ongombs 45 ssdnsbo,
439 350g56L Rom@omms msgd@nmmb zmdano,
36080bsmob@ognco s Ggdbognma gdbdg@m@ads, sbgsg
dogmo Mogo bagsdmdogdm mmbabdogdgda.
36m3omons, Hm3 3ndMmgdal 3m3n@ g0l badmgdgom
056500 83539899 qd0L BboJos@Eommo 3g8mbIgds
aobmam. ,1983 Bl 6 bgd@gddMam omsMamgdaem
BgGomda, HmIgmbag bgmb osbg@L LagjeoGmnggmml
LLE 3EMFPYAEMEHAL YBOMLO €6539867, axbBoz0ab
gcmmbo 3MRgz9mo a. 3 bgsbadzomo, nbmzl bgdosMmmzgal

5. 3LL oM gogo, | 30by., 3. 6, Logdg 8304, . 5 a3. 1-7; BLL sgago,
Jotogmo oboegb@n®o dmdmomdol abgmmons, 33. 296.
6. 3LL og0g0, Jommo ©oboEgbG N ImdMamdals bgmas, a3. 296.

140

JB0nBpglbe pe 380805000 Lispoe
buga%agaenl Jeennani-dading i,
BunsEon Jyngbndes Led9Nl Jg80paGal
npna lil=u B0
Jalaggpn abaggedipndol
gulBygbapgda
1961 Beob i+ adtopy 33090800 UOSNGLAIENL Ludugtneddn gacuida,
weg Jeegsen ghubegol ob poilisbebedBagn pro apggofodBe paggoe Lugu=
39680 gb ¢fhiggetn geBinimigappn ngn ndoe, M0 L3aangbn=
cjern BafiBnupggt ufs Bbapmp begufagaret Tapoany’ gabe, w%udge ngo
Unddaong Jufegape 2900 320ng0scgdnen 362%00b pe nbgningon Sgndab,
£396 a3nBpmpd Ong3abdnty Ougbogngnidy Aubstnen dismn JeTagpn bLige-
~=Bpode, Safog bet. 3900%gd0L 432685300 Onenagdoe Lalgogn BoBuopdps-
@73 guagnbou, Uggeogbrapol EobuloRge®Be, a3%ed Jepedigincal. ngo
Aga0n geeidn gnatnl Dobeeplpgany g0 ng? pe pubuoapnedy 28377920004
209830 eduraesipndet. ndn Jubupadpd, 08 a300bnedn Buabngmentol
Tngely 0d LUgTenp Lageondnodnl OnLOIBY /11/ 4% Ggndeode. 08 JuBindab
ngn Bompap Sf%en SnBapapsboe sbadyesdpe: Y07 5000m3"-n. O0UAWE JubLbge=
308a0up Gandge dpgpaen Seduted Sondpgppedgnpo, SnGgedey Stepnp Aggte
Qubtdafodos Sgdpn neabob pagnssda pa Aggbngg ebmgoe nJjupags Pd POMYL
sedagaen g9nbuagou.

Jupeddgfnoob Gn0909000 AuoINGEI0L JuSegIre wburgedTondos Py BRI
oogaBgnol e Belapaafingdnt epdgnagde. Supgel Sepeddgtncet d770pg08
USzonap G3385%0500m Lalgragsn Jodnbaagol pd Letaol J8abugl Lagedagzaomt
SuSerdupnpainy’ Jarobogl, ebnjboe dngdetesie e44300 J350060a0ndal, Hnd
o gpnfue Legyngpobegol BobSubcpgete Supeddofndg gedagoduen njbeb og00=
unnpaB, TepgaBay OBobn G9dpandn pugnsgde sgmoboedn Ooyiagbgmeel agnBadl
Jefagae cbepgadfpmial. guBLyjsefsdne ninSogpog nb gegen, 9md Jedegap

ADaraasfipndet prggede boreb Ggddnceel SmeSe SnggeeGy et JAzerep uage=
Caytn npgmongnnb mgognenyte DeSdndapsaBoce, Rz Ledngogen JBugntedn
dudnSomanpn "LalgongSe Jndol.

~

fagapmbazgnl.

One group member, Guram Gogbaidze, was finally able to
obtain a typewriter in the Georgian script, but none of the members
knew how to type, so they had to find somebody who did.
Lashkarashvili met a third-year student of the university history
department, Lamzira Totochava, at his friend M. Papashvili’s
house. Lashkarashvili did not involve her immediately, but
gradually asked her to help. They first thing typed, at the flat of
Lashkarashvili’s friend and SEGO member Tariel Ghviniashvili,
was a text criticizing the 1783 Treaty of Georgievsk. But this
proclamation could not be disseminated.

“On May 31, 1983 the Georgian KGB opened the case no.

196 concerning the dissemination of anti-Soviet and nationalist
proclamations calling for the overthrow of Soviet power in

the A. Tsulukidze State Pedagogical Institute, the Kutaisi
Automechanical-Technical Institute and in the administrative
building of the N. Muskhelishvili Kutaisi Polytechnic Institute”. ®

In connection with this case the Georgian KGB arrested the
leaders of this anti-Soviet organization, Z. Lashkarashvili, G.
Gogbaidze and T. Ghviniashvili. During the investigation, a search
was conducted at their houses and illegal literature and anti-Soviet
proclamations were found. “According to the resolution passed
on December 30, 1983, the criminal case of Lashkarashvili,
Ghviniashvili and Gogbaidze was separated from criminal case
Nel196, and assigned case Ne202”. ©

By this time, the Georgian dissident movement had spread

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond 6, f. 8304, v. 5, pp. 1-7; MIA Archive of
Georgia, The history of the Georgian dissident movement, p. 296.
6. Ibid.
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widely throughout the country, and this case aroused special
interest. The case against SEGO was thoroughly investigated, all
of those detained were interrogated and their biographies were
studied.

Special attention was paid to Lashkarashvili as the founder and
leader of SEGO, and he was interrogated intensively. 45 people
were interrogated related to this case, and fingerprinting forensics
and technical analysis were conducted, together with other
investigative methods.

It is known that the KGB often used psychological
examinations of detainees. “In a letter dated 6 September 1983,
signed by the senior assistant of prosecutor of the Georgian SSR,
the senior legal advisor G. K. Svanishvili requests permission to
conduct a psychological analysis of Z. Lashkarashvili”. ’

On February 20, 1984 the Criminal Collegial Court of the
Supreme Court passed a sentence concerning Z. Lashkarashvili,
T. Gviniashvili and G. Gogbaidze’s case. It became known that
Lashkarashvili created the anti-Soviet organization SEGO (The
National Liberation Organization in Georgia). T. Ghviniashvi and
G. Gogbaidze were activists of this organization and carried out
anti-Soviet and subversive activities, produced proclamations
against Soviet power, and made a stencil of the Nazi swastika.
Zakaria Lashkarashvili himself created samples of a flag and coat-
of-arms of an independent Georgia.

On February 20, 1984 Zakaria Lashkarashvili was sentenced
by the Criminal Collegiate Court of the Supreme Court of the
USSR to five years with hard labor, to be followed by 2 years of
exile.

T. Ghviniashvili and G. Gogbaidze were sentenced to four
years hard labor, with no subsequent exile.

When the sentence was passed, criminal case Ne202
was closed. Criminal case Ne196, however, was still under
investigation, and the remit was expanded.

The investigation revealed that many people were engaged
in disseminating anti-Soviet and nationalist proclamations (the
subject of criminal case Ne196). Many new names appeared. It was
discovered that a journal called “Georgia” was being published
illegally, and proclamations calling for the protection of the
Georgian language were being disseminated.

In 1987 Zakaria Lashkarashvili was pardoned and allowed to
leave the Soviet Union with an Israeli visa, and he was stripped of
his Soviet citizenship.

The creation of the anti-Soviet organization SEGO was one
of the most important steps in modern Georgian history. The
members of this organization who fought against Soviet power
were entirely inexperienced, but with their activities in the 1980s
helped lead to the overthrow of the Soviet regime and to the
independence of Georgia. The anti-Soviet Organization SEGO
without question made its contribution to the gaining of the
independence of Georgia.

7. MIA Archive of Georgia, fond 6, f. 8304, v. 5, p. 22; MIA Archive of
Georgia, The history of the Georgian dissident movement, pp. 297-298.
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The joint research and educational project of the Academy
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, the MIA Archive,
and the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia entitled
“Explore History — Become a Researcher” has been implemented
since March 2017.

The project aims to make historical records about the modern
history of Georgia, which are preserved in the MIA Archive
and are accessible to public, interesting not only to professional
researchers but also to young people. With this project, the
Archive will cooperate regularly with schools and universities.
Another goal of the project is to help both pupils and students to
develop specific research skills, as well as creative thinking and
the skills necessary for working with primary sources. The project
will also promote the popularization of the archival materials.

Five public schools and five BA-level students from Tbilisi
were involved in the first stage of the project. Thematic topics
were selected by ballot and given to the groups. The project
enabled the participants to work on the archival documents.
Every group worked independently on the selected topic, with
the assistance and consultation of MIA Archive employees, who
provided them with archival materials.

On September 28, 2017, within the framework of the Festival
of Education and Innovation, the concluding event was held, and
the best work, entitled “The Antireligious Campaign: Persecuted
Religious Figures”, was announced. The authors of this work
are Thilisi N126 Public School teacher Lali Topchishvili, and
pupils Salome Saria, Mariam Antsupova, Nodar Kirtadze, and St.
Andrew the First-Called Georgian University of the Patriarchate
of Georgia student Nana Meladze. The group curator was Lia
Kereselidze.

We present now the best work of the first stage of the project:
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Authors: Nana Meladze, Salome Saria,
Mariam Antsupova and Nodar Kirtadze
Guide: Lali Topchishvili

Curator: Lia Kereselidze

The Orthodox Church is an integrated part of the Georgian
nation. For ages Christianity has been both the country’s
protection and its unifier. For this reason, internal and external
enemies of the country have always tried to destroy this
fundamental basis...

During the 20" century, following the abolition of the
autocephalous status of the Georgian Church, the country was to
suffer another misfortune in the form of the Communist Party.
During a harsh antireligious propaganda, many churches were
closed and religious figures were persecuted. The Atheists’ Union
Fighting against the Christian Religion aggravated the grim
conditions in the Georgian Church.

One of the most important social functions of religion is
giving a sense to human existence, without which man is easy to
handle. Faith enables one to think freely.

The political, economic, cultural and spiritual life of the
Georgian nation was greatly influenced by the establishment of
the Bolshevik government. Under this totalitarian regime, the
spiritual life of the Soviet people was totally controlled by the
government, making it easier to rule them. For this reason, the
government tried to create a “new Soviet man” whose mind could
not hold two Gods. To view this matter under social-political

www.archive.security.gov.ge

aspect, religion was considered antagonist of both science and

education, and thus religious figures were considered counter-
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revolutionaries. This article touches upon the struggle against
religion and faith. Following the introduction of documents
preserved in the MIA Archive, several directions will take shape.

Anti-religious propaganda

It all started on February 25, 1921, with the abolishment
of the Georgia’s independence by the Bolshevik Russia. The
Georgian Orthodox Church, which openly condemned country’s
annexation, became an enemy of the occupation regime. Based
on decrees passed by the government, the Georgian Church was
deprived of juridical status and its persecution began. On April
15, 1921, Decree Ne21 was passed by the Georgian Revolutionary
Committee, separating the Church from government and
schools. Article 14 and Article 15 of the decree were the most
alarming: “No church or religious organizations are permitted to
own property. They do not have the rights of a legal person. All
property that any church or religious organization may have in the
Republic of Georgia is hereby declared to be public property.”*
By this decree, the Georgian Orthodox Church practically
became outlawed. The Bolsheviks did not conceal their negative
attitude towards religion, calling it “the opium of the masses”
and emphasizing that the earlier people get rid of this “disease”,
the better. The Bolshevik authorities did their best to fight against
religion, as it hindered the process of formation of one nation out
of the multinational peoples of the Soviet Empire. For this reason,
the country should be united under scientific atheism.

In addition to the abovementioned decrees, a document
preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is
both strange and interesting. It concerns the trial of religion.

The citizens Metreveli, Beriashvili, Rekhviashvili and Janelidze
brought a case against religion and its servants. “The case against
religion and its servants, which had been brought before the
court by the group of citizens, was reviewed at the open session.
The following accusations were made against the religion and

its servants: Firstly, religion is a burden that darkens the human
mind and hinders its development; and secondly, it enslaves
people’s physical and moral strength. The indictment contained
a list of “cruel activities” that had been carried out by priests. We
have studied the interrogation protocols of all the witnesses and
the resolutions passed by various organizations, including Trade
Unions, women’s conferences, workers’ and regional peasants’
councils, which were brought before the court. The charges
brought by the people against religion and the priests were found
to be substantiated, and the following sentence was enacted:

1) Religion and the church are deemed to be the worst enemy
of the working masses. The ruling class used religion as a weapon
to take control over the people. For this reason, all religious
activities must be condemned.

1. Sergo Vardosanidze, “The History of the Georgian Orthodox Church
during 1917-1952”, Chapter Ill, p. 49.
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2) The priests who spread false religious ideology must cut
their hair and beards. Those priests who resist this resolution will
be deemed to be an unworthy member of society.

3) While those icons, crosses and other religious items, which
have no value as works of art must be destroyed, materially
valuable ones must be used for the benefit of the people. Churches
and other religious buildings must be used for cultural-educational
activities.””

In 1923 the government organized a Clergy Conference,
at which religious figures delivered speeches denouncing
Christianity. Those religious figures who opposed the authorities
were forced to give up performing services.

The Bolshevik authorities’ fight against religious holidays
is also noteworthy. First of all, it was expressed by means of
their opinions about religious holidays. For example, according
to one of the archival documents, religious holidays promoted
drinking, hooliganism, crime, ancient traditions and lack of
culture.® In addition to verbal anti-religious propaganda, the
local administrators organized various pioneering events, sports
competitions, wrestling, horse-racing or other entertainment
events on religious holidays, to entice people to attend these
events instead of the divine liturgy and thus to abandon religion.*

But these methods of struggle were not sufficient. It was
necessary to “attack” people’s beliefs. For example, one of the
files reads: “Religion serves the bourgeois” and “contributes to
hindering the development of the working class”. The author also
notes that Christianity glorifies the ego, as the saving of one’s soul
is the most important thing.

The best places to spread anti-religious ideas were the
universities. One of the resolutions drawn up concerning the anti-
religious campaign reads: “It is necessary immediately to train
anti-religious staff at the state university and in other institutions.
It must be implemented through introducing an anti-religious
program, as well as introducing social sciences and the history of
class struggle into the program”. In addition, with the help of the
anti-religious and social offices, research must be conducted in
this field.®

Schools were also involved in the anti-religious campaign.
According to one of the documents, science programs should have
an anti-religious element. However, the implementation of such
programs would not have been enough if the teachers had not
supported them. Therefore, “anti-religious issues and methods of

fighting against religion” were to be introduced into the “Teachers

Refresher Courses”. What was more, anti-religious circles

were to be created in teachers’ colleges.” This is how teacher

— anti-religious workers were to be formed, who would provoke
animosity towards religion among the students.

2. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 14, d. 1, f. 838, p. 23

3. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 14, d. 12, f. 401, p. 17

4. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 14, d. 3, f. 255, p. 41

5. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 14, d. 12, f. 401, p. 17

6. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 14, d. 3, f. 255, p. 104

7. Ibid., p. 100.
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MUKI - The Atheists’ Union Fighting against the Christian
Religion

Since 1922, the intense anti-religious campaign had a great
influence over people’s attitudes toward religion. However, Soviet
power could not accomplish its final task. Although the peasants
closed churches themselves and stopped believing in the so-called
religious figures, they did not lose faith in God. For this reason,
in order to continue the anti-religious campaign, in 1928 on the
basis of a Resolution passed by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Georgia, the Atheists’ Union Fighting against
the Christian Religion was established, as a “voluntary, proletarian
and public organization”. Any person 14 years or older could
become a member.®

MUKI aimed to unite a wide range of workers throughout
the Soviet Union against religion as an obstacle to the socialist
revolution. From the very beginning it was obvious that it would
take a long time to eradicate religious belief because it was
closely connected with the nationality and culture, especially for
Georgians, for whom religioun for centuries had been a symbol of
national unity. Belief in God was the most important foundation
of self-consciousness for the Georgian people. Therefore, the
Atheists’” Union actively took up the fight against national
institutions and traditions.

MUKI cells were formed in factories, collective farms,
villages and educational institutions with incredible speed and
enthusiasm. Anti-religious journals, magazines, literature, leaflets
and booklets were issued, such as the journal The Fighting
Atheist, which denounced religion as “a brake on building
socialism”.

The initiators of the new ideology knew very well that the use
of violence was not enough to combat religion, which was deeply
rooted in people’s consciousness. To the contrary, harsh measures
would cause resistance and damage the image of the Communist
authorities. For this reason, the central leadership and the local
executive organs denounced the use of violence and illegality. But
the ban on using violence was a mere formality, which is attested
to by the fact that MUKI was secretly financed by the authorities.®

Converting people to the new ideology turned out to be more
difficult than the authorities could have imagined. The resistance
was particularly intense in the mountainous areas and remote
villages, where the anti-religious campaign was not or could not
be launched properly. Members of MUKI often appropriated state
property and did not comply with the decrees.

In the wake of World War 11, the policy toward religion
changed. By this time, the Communist Party realized that it
was not profitable to allocate funding for MUKI, and that those
resources more necessary for the war effort, so MUKI began to
stagnate. According to archival file No. 401, “In 1938 the anti-

8. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section II, . 1
9. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section II, . 1
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.d. 12, f. 401, p. 113.
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religious organizations began to dissolve, and expenses allocated
for the local MUKI cells to publish leaflets, booklets and journals

were never disbursed” .1

Closed Churches and Monasteries

Although religious confessions were not forbidden by the
constitution, they were in a precarious situation. It is significant
that 1,212 churches and monasteries were closed or abolished in
the space of one year. In 1923, the Communist Party officially
condemned the closing of churches, and more than 600 churches
and monasteries were closed throughout Georgia. All the churches
in the Senaki District, 48 in total, were abolished as were 160
in the Thilisi District, 160 in the Kutaisi District, and 60 in
the Shorapani and Tskhinvali Districts. The main goal of the
authorities was to fight against religion. Not only churches and
monasteries, but also mosques and synagogues were abolished.
This anti-religious campaign caused mass protest among the
people. The local residents sent appeals and requests to state
organs and officials, but most of them were ignored. The Archive
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs preserves appeals on the
opening of churches, which were sent several times because they
were left unanswered. Such a document is preserved in archival
file No. 830, the appeal of the Mother Superior of St. Nino
Nunnery in the village of Matkhoji, Ketevan Hegumenia, asking
that the nuns be given permission to work in a hospital that was to
be opened in place of the nunnery: “If the authorities decided in
principle to close the cloister, then we can do nothing and it will
be closed, but please let us stay on here or if a hospital is built,
then let us serve there”... * Such acts of humanity could indeed
not have been expected by atheist authorities that had treated

religious figures so terribly. Not only were religious figures were

www.archive.security.gov.ge

10. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 1.
11. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section Il, f. 1
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oppressed by authority, but also the rights of ordinary people
were often violated. The following incident that took place on
May 9 in the city of Oni testifies to this: *2 “The militiamen were
so dishonest that if women dared to approach them, they were
beaten with guns, dragged around by their hair and dropped into
the water. Senior Militiaman K. Petriashvili won renown for such
behavior”. Another abusive incident took place in Oni when a
50-year old Jewish woman was beaten and sent to the hospital.
Amberki Urushadze’s memoirs include the testimony of a doctor
about this. The doctor condemned and expressed his protest
against such incidents, and demanded that the government pay
attention to religion because the people were dissatisfied.'®

A statement addressed to the prosecutor of the Supreme
Revolutionary Tribunal of the USSR concerning the closing of
synagogues is also preserved in the archival file Ne 830. This
appeal was made by citizens from the Sachkhere district to the
authorities to stop the illegal closing of synagogues and acts of
violence against people. The document reads:

“On May 1 of the current year, 4 synagogues of the Georgian
Jews were closed on the orders of the local government. The
Jewish people did not participate in these closings, it happened
against their will. The order was implemented by the head of
militia in Sachkhere, Ilia Megrelishvili. He posted three militia
officers at every synagogue to prevent the people from interfering.
Afterwards, some 400 armed and unarmed men appeared”. The
frightened citizens could not offer resistance. Later, they found
that the closed synagogues had also been looted. A 70-year-old
man who demanded that the synagogues’ property be returned
was arrested by the authorities. Another five people were also
arrested, and the rest of the congregation went into hiding for fear
of also being arrested.

The document continues: “On Saturday May 12, 35 men came
to the Secretary of the local Party Committee, Kiknadze, asking
him to let them gather at a private house to pray. But he didn’t
listen to us. We were surrounded by the militia and arrested. We
were kept under arrest for three hours”. A few days after later,
people acting on the orders of the government destroyed the
foundation of the synagogue, so the believers were not able to
enter for fear that the building would collapse.

A statement of Greeks residing in Thilisi concerning the
opening of a church is also interesting. This temple was the only
one in Thilisi where divine service was conducted in Greek, and
which was organized by the local residents.* The congregation
sent statements to different addresses, hoping that somebody
would grant their appeal.

Many devotees of their homeland expressed the opinion that
religion did not oppose Communism, and that it was necessary
to accede to the spiritual demands of the people. However, this

12. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section II, f. 14, d. 1, f. 830, pp. 3-4.
13. Ibid., p. 6.
14. Ibid., p. 176.
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conception was met by the Communist authorities with further
aggression, and through confiscation of the property of churches,
monasteries and the clergy.

Persecuted religious figures

Following the Sovietization of Georgia, the Georgian
Church became the main target of attack for the Communist
authorities. The conditions of the clergy, as well as wearing
clerical costume and symbols, led to a martyr’s life. Fortunately,
in such difficult times, the Catholicos-Patriarchs of All Georgia
were very intelligent and strong people who contributed greatly to
spiritual survival of the homeland. It is significantly that fighting
for the faith meant fighting for the independence and unity of
the country. On May 3, 1923, the priesthood established “The
Initiative Group of the Thilisi Georgian Priesthood” in order
to improve the existing grim situation. The group appealed to
the authorities with a statement that read: “Render unto Caesar
that which is Caesar’s, and unto God that which is God’s - This
is the Savior’s commandment bequeathed to all peoples. The
Georgian priesthood stands and will stand on this principle.
Therefore, we declare that our clergymen are neither the agents of
the Mensheviks nor of any other party. Our organization of faith
exists and will always exist without involvement in any party
or political tendency; it will maintain its local civic and social
responsibilities before the national legislation”.*s

15. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section 11, f. 14, d. 1, f. 830, p. 59.

149

www.archive.security.gov.ge



0M5380b9Mmdob 3owg3 gfmn dgegan s dagamocmas
Jomaod mbBdo 3mBbosto ab30096@0, bowsg 50 Bmals
9dMagm ,g088gMaL“ b3989L, Ml go8m(s gomanyzsbgl
Loogodygmgmdo. 8350 s@sbEmgdl gdodolb Rzqbgds(s,
m3gmba(z sbobagb 83dg9M30 @Emdadg dmblbgbgdsda. ab
36mEgbEb god8mmd3zodL vdgzsmo Jdgwgdgdal dodsto
©5 0obmgb bgmabngmgdabash, 30s3yMmb gqgMmzgseba
46omgds Hgmogool bsgombl, Mo@ash 8856 dgadmgds
353mabz0mb bombol «33symegnmgda.

936omma bagnm303980L @obymzal ¢393306mgds
Losmgogm bagddg N830-do ozmma bbemg gdgbagbn
93&M0dnbaemal 3EmgnGmEOMb gogdegborma
39b(3bogds. m3dg6@adn gzombymmdm, MmI baRbgmals
dmgomagdggdds mbmgbom d0dstmgl bgmabagmgdsl,
oM Lamm(303980b 9 306mbm abyMgs s bambdbg
domamds dggbyzn@om:

»0/6 1 850bL Bggb, Jomggm gdmagmgdl baRbgmgda
0533039890 4 Laemm (3930 sanmmdMogo Jnszmmdab
36 dsbgdoom. o635 9o gdMmogmb bamm (303930 ©s39@ 3530
3mbsboemgmds o6 Bomos, gb dmbms baembal bay@zomal
BoboomBrgg. Lommzogab ©o39m3s LobEnmgda Imaygobs
LoRbgMAL Boema(300L YBROEMBLBs oemos Fgamgendgos.
©35Y49bs mamm bammm (393,06 Lad-bsda damagogmo,
mdg gdMagmoa o6 dabyymoaym s ©39@3odo bgma
o6 dggdomam. g6y dmgows 400 3wy dgnsMamgdmma
0md930560 35390, gmnatomgdmgdocs nyzbgb® (LGonwman
©3(39e0s). 8980693 Fmbabmgmdsl Bobssmdmgamds
306 32969300. @339&omo borem3o3920 3o 19339
3ma 305690600 godof(399mo sbzmom. bgmabygmgdsl
3358036 gd05 70 Bemob 3530, HmImobogabs(s
Lomm303960L 3obdal goa3nds Imymbmgosm. dabs
3565 300093 5 080560 o35 ndMgdnsm. sbsmAgba
3mm339mgdo 3o @agdg®ab dodom ©sBsmmsb.

23@™M0 dg8ga 93MdgmgdL: ,dodomb, 12 3s0bb,
3039000 da0rmdMngn 3oM@3m3nl 3ngobmsb
30360dgbmab 35 3530 bobmgbom, Mom Imgzs ggHdm
Lobmdo dg3369d0mnys30m ©S 339mM (30 MmamM(3
3mMBIMbg baembl. 356 LoGygs o6 @og3d(390s, 0Mazmog
domo(300 398ma3oM@Ys @s Y3gms @eg30d0Ms. 30453000
©3358036Mgdmmoa bodo bssmaon® (bGoma smmns). 53
063009680056 58009608y mab dgdwga, Bmsgzmmdals
8096 353mabagbom bambl gHom-g@mo bammzagabogal
LadomMgggmo gedmambmansm. 8m@B3nbggda 3o dogbom
39006 dg0m©bgb, gdabmeam, dgbmds magdy o6
obgMgmeso.

3Mb53magd Lanb@gMHgbms mdammabgmo dgcHdbgdals
396(3bogds g3mgboal goblbsbmsb s3sg3damgdaon.
qb Bodofn ghmsgHoma nym mdomabda, bowa(s
03m0b3LabyMgds 9Mdbymow JndwnbaMgmdos ©s o3
93 gboal 3mbymdobogal sgommdmog dmbabmmgmdal
Lo 3domE oo Mobbgdn gogmm,™ mmd(3s b 8 ggmlL
sbms 1339 obems MR bmms, 3sbbowgds aobzbowmgdody
309abagbs bbgowabbgs dabsdstmam, 0d 08gwnom, Gm3
30639 3506(3 o03d0gmazz0mgds dom mbmgbsb.

LoddMdmmbamgal gmm3dgds@gogsta IMmsgaema
50030560 358mm 3585 ImbsbMgdsb, MHma
90305 3mIN60dIL 56 3nMmab3oMogds ©s ob
(309 0gmas bambal LyyemogHo dmambmgbaomagdgdals

13.3bb oM gogoa, (1), gmbra 14, sxmbges 1, Logdg 830, a3. 6.
14. ogzg, a3- 176.

150

The appeal also focused on the accomplishments of
Christianity in Georgian national history, emphasizing that the
Georgian Church and priesthood had always treated the believers
of other faiths with respect, never persecuting or oppressing them,
and “the liberty of conscience was always protected in Georgia”.

“If there were unworthy men in the priesthood and tried to
have a negative influence over others... the Georgian Church
always opposed any dishonesty directed towards other religious
groups, and also prevented any negative influence upon the
people. The Georgian Church tried its best to purge the priesthood
of such elements”.”

Unfortunately, every religious figure who tried to strengthen
faith instead of losing it was considered a socially undesirable
element by the authorities. The letters of many such priests are
preserved in the archives of the Patriarchate. These documents
reflect the grim conditions in which the priests had to serve. The
authorities tried to defrock priests through confiscating their
property and imposing various economic sanctions on them.
Soviet power alleged to protect their rights, but actually religious
figures lost the right of civil equality.

The Communist did not reckon with the Catholicos-Patriarch.
The arrest of Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia Ambrose
(Khelaia) and the council members testifies to this. Detentions,
as well as unjustified sentences were not surprising at that time.
The so-called “Troikas”, which were responsible for condemning
the lives of innocent people, mostly passed only guilty sentences.
Of course the Patriarch, who fought for the restoration of
autocephaly, was not forgiven for sending a Memorandum to

16. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 14, d. 1, f. 830, p. 57.
17. Ibid., p. 57.
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His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia Ambrose

the Genoa Conference. The Soviet authorities were enflamed
with anger. A letter by Lavrenty Beria in reply to the famous
memorandum by Ambrose Khelaia reads: “The Church has a
strong influence on a certain part of the population (the faithful
masses), developing anti-Soviet sentiments in them, and this
influence of the Church on the masses has significantly increased
over the last year, together with its organizational consolidation.
We consider it essential to direct very serious attention to the
Church.”8 The patriarch was imprisoned in the Metekhi prison
for a long time, punished not only for defending Christianity and
the Church, but also for fighting for the independence of Georgia.
The group of “Reformation and Renovation”, which was inspired
by Bolshevik authorities, did its best to discriminate against the
patriarch. A letter sent to His Holiness Ambrose in prison testifies
to this. It reads: “The Georgian Church is in a grim situation. The
Patriarch, Metropolitan, Archimandrite, and a few deacons have
been imprisoned. The Eparchies are no longer functioning. The
churches, except for a few, have been closed. The clergy have
been are disbanded. This is the result of the conflict between

the Church and the clergy that you have incited. For this reason,
please reject this memorandum, which does not reflect the
current activity of the state, and do not sacrifice the welfare of the
Church because of it”. *° The Patriarch flatly refused to resign.
Although he was not broken spiritually, he was physically very
weak. Yet he remained a great threat to the Soviet government. In
1926 Lavrenty Beria sent a letter to the Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia, Kakhiani,
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18. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 14, d. 3, f. 256, p. 69.
19. Sergo Vardosanidze, “His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch
of All Georgia Ambrose (1921-1927)”, p. 130.
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had been elected as the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia
without any quorum. The Patriarch was accused of bringing his
own clients into the Church. Such moral attacks, together with
imprisonmen,t completely decayed the Patriarch’s health, leading
to his death. His last words were impressive:

“The sentence against me passed by the Supreme Court for
defending the national interests will find its place in the heart of
every Georgian who has not lost faith and love for the homeland. |
will be happy about this. As a believer, let me say ‘Let God’s will
be done’. Let me quote Jesus Christ: ‘Daughters of Jerusalem,
don’t cry for me! Cry for yourselves and for your children (Luke
23.28)"%

The Georgian people still greatly respect to his devotion to his
country and nation.

The authorities did not take into consideration the spirit of
those religious figures who fought for the homeland. On the
contrary, they were often called reactionaries, discriminated
against, and accused of many disgraceful things. According to
documents preserved in the MIA Archive, in 1937 112 priests
were repressed, including 74 executed, and in 1938 19 priests
were repressed, including 16 executed. In total, during these two
years, 131 religious figures were repressed, including 90 executed.
While working on the archival materials, we became interested
in the case against the Kutatel-Gaenateli Metropolitan Nazari
(loseb Lezhava, patronymic: Andria). In 1917, Metropolitan

20. Sergo Vardosanidze, “His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch
of All Georgia Ambrose (1921-1927)”, p. 114.
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The Archimandrite Pemen Dashniani

Nazari participated in the fight to restore the Autocephaly of the
Georgian Apostolic Orthodox Church. In February 1921, with
the invasion of the Red Army, the treasury of Thilisi and the
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral was hidden in the yard of Metropolitan
Nazari’s residence. The Bolsheviks found the hidden treasury
and sentenced the Metropolitan to be executed. In 1924 he was
pardoned and allowed to return to his parish. However, in August
of the same year he was arrested again. The materials concerning
this arrest are preserved in the Archive of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs. The Metropolitan together with other church officials
visited and blessed a church in the village of Rodinauli, Imereti,
which was temporarily closed, but due to persistent demands

its congregation, illegally reopened. Of course, this case did not
escape the attention of the Communists. An anonymous note was
immediately delivered to the Sviri village Regional Executive
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Committee about this anti-state and anti-Soviet event that had
taken place in the “Rodinauli Community”. The response came
forthwith. The Deputy Chairman of the Regional Executive
Committee, Amberki Djugheli, sent Sviri regional militia Deputy
Head Barnaba Maghlakelidze (patronymic: Gedevan) to the
“crime scene” with the task of finding, arresting and bringing

the priests to the Sviri Regional Executive Committee. That
evening, representatives of the authorities visited the home of
Mate Chubinidze, where the Metropolitan was staying. Nazari
and his fellow priests were arrested. The interrogation protocol
of the Metropolitan reads: “... they again raised me from my

bed and pushed me out into the hall where they beat me terribly.
Later they showed me something with a signature in red ink,
according to that paper they had to arrest the priests, but not the
Metropolitan and senior priests. After these horrible seconds |
was extremely tired and felt bad and could not go with them. |
thought they would hold me hostage, but they took me by force
at about one o’clock at night, lay me naked on a cart and tied my
hands and feet as if | was a criminal. With a terrible clatter of the
cart and excruciating pain they brought me to some house, which
as | later found out was the building of the Executive Committee.
They threw me into the small room like a prisoner. This testimony
is given by me, has been read to me and I, Kutatel metropolitan
Nazari, sigh to its correctness”.?* According to the protocol, on
August 4, 1924 eleven persons were arrested. Those religious
figures who were extremely dangerous, who did not reject public
worship on the basis of the Regulation passed on September 1,
1924, by the extraordinary meeting of Kutaisi Political Bureau,
were accused of the crime of illegal meetings with counter-

21. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section |, f. 6, f. 24424, p. 7.
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An anti-religious group, 1931

revolutionary purposes and resistance to the local authorities,

and were sentenced to be executed. These included Metropolitan
Nazari (Lezhava), senior priest Germane Jajanidze, senior priest
Ertaoz Nikoladze, priest Simon Mchedlidze and Archdeacon
Besarion Kukhianidze. It should be emphasized, however, that
based on such charges they should not have been sentenced even
to long-term imprisonment. Unfortunately, they were sentenced to
be executed by the Troika that reviewed the case against the rebels
of the 1924 August Rebellion.

Another sensitive file, that on the priest Pavle Dashniani,
actually the Archimandrite Pemen, is preserved in the Archive
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. On April 18, 1936, he was
arrested and charged with engaging in anti-Soviet activities and
performing mass christenings. The prisoner’s file reads: “Social
status — former priest; Before the revolution — priest; After the
revolution — priest on the Black List”.?? It is noteworthy that
although he had given up the priesthood, he was still christening
children. He confessed at the interrogation. Here is an extract
from his interrogation protocol: “I started christening children
at the beginning of this year because people came to me, asking
to follow them and christen their children...People came to
me nearly from every village, including Tsageri, Lukhvano,
Lasuriashi, Utskheri and others. | can’t remember everybody
whose children I christened, or where and how many | christened.
On March 22, | started to keep a list of christened children
in a notebook. | have that notebook with me and can show
you”. 2 It should be emphasized that children of Communist
Party members were included in this list. This means that the
totalitarian government could not eradicate the Christian faith
among officials. The Kutateli-Gaenateli Metropolitan Simeon
tried to prove that legally on the grounds of Article 6 of the
Resolution No. 124, passed by the Georgian Supreme authorities

22. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section |, f. 6, f. 37190, p. 2.
23. Ibid., pp. 14-15.
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on November 21, 1924, the Archimandrite Pemen had the right to
perform christenings. It was beyond the scope of the investigation
to nullify the arguments presented by the Metropolitan Simeon.
For that reason, Pavle Dashniani was accused of anti-Soviet and
counter-collective agitation. On November 27, 1937, the Georgian
NKVD examined the case against Dashniani and formulated the
charge as follows: “Pemen Dashniani had an anti-Soviet ideology.
He was actively involved in anti-Soviet agitation among the
people and told tales about overthrowing the Soviet regime. He
agitated for counter-revolutionary religious practices. In 1936, he
performed mass christenings and agitated against collective farms,
which he called deficient”.

On November 27, 1937, Pemen Dashniani was sentenced by a
troika to be executed.

Many religious figures managed to remain faithful to the
Mother Church until the end of their lives during those hard times.
This was great victory over the atheist regime.

The Collapse of the Anti-Religious Campaign

Despite the difficult situation, the anti-religious campaign
began to wither over time, and the anti-faith policy became
more lenient. Patriarch Kalistrate, who had ruled the Georgian
Church for twenty years, made a huge contribution to it through
his efforts to restore and open some of the churches that had
been hastily destroyed by the Soviet authorities. He extended
the jurisdiction of the Georgian Patriarchate over non-Georgian
religious groups, maintained the parish for the Church, protected
Church relics, and managed to restore the juridical status that the
government had deprived it of. The Patriarch’s letters addressed to
Candide Charkviani, the Georgian Party First Secretary, reflect his
attempts. One of these preserved in the MIA Archive reads “My
Dear Candide, son of Nestor! Let me thank you for caring about
the Orthodox Christian believers! With great respect, Kalistrate,
Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia”.?* According to the letters, he
also managed to restore normal relations with the Russian Church.
In one he congratulated Sergi, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Russia,
on his birthday.

The intense struggle against the totalitarian regime continued
in the 1970s and 1980s. A letter by Zviad Gamsakhurdia to
Georgian Party First Secretary Eduard Shevardnadze from
October 21, 1980 in the Archive testifies to this. It is noteworthy
that in this letter Gamsakhurdia observed that “the Zugdidi
regional council ignores appeals to open the church sent by
believers in Zugdidi and Tsaishi. As regards Sachkhere, the
regional administrative bodies interfere in the affairs of religious
entities, insult believers and use violence against them in order to
intimidate people. The believers are strictly prohibited to open a
small church in the cemetery”. He also noted that “it is necessary
to comply with the requests of the Georgian Christian residents

24. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 14, d. 17, f. 326, p. 2.
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of Saingilo, demanding the opening of the Alaverdi church in the
Qakh district”. 2

The fact that Zviad Gamsakhurdia could appeal to the First
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Georgia asking to open churches means that the oppressive
policy was notably diminished. On the basis of a note attached
to the letter, we learn that the residents of Zugdidi were indeed
very active. Over a half year, they sent 15 letters requesting the
opening of churches to the All-Union and republican executive
bodies. The believers in Sachkhere sent 11 such letters.

The conclusion of the Gamsakhurdia’s letter reveals that the
Georgian people managed to overcome their fears: “The former
Governor of the region did not take into account our advice to put
to an end to the public isolation that led to protest from believers,
and they briefly blocked first the representative’s office in the
region and then gathered at the entrance of the Government House
while a session was under way there. The discontent was settled
only once the people were given the opportunity to unlock the
church and carry out religious services”.?

The turning point for the Georgian Orthodox Church was the
ascension of His Holiness and Beatitude Ilia Il to the Patriarchal
Throne. He managed to start the reconstruction of churches
and monasteries; the number of eparchies and religious figures
increased.

We can proudly say that despite that grim period that the
Georgian Orthodox Apostolic Church had to endure, and despite
the moral, economic and physical violence against religious
figures under the atheist authorities, our nation and priesthood
managed to protect the Church established by the Apostles and
kept the Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which
states “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it”.

25. MIA Archive of Georgia, Section I, f. 14, d. 119, f. 658, p. 7.
26. Ibid., p. 3.
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