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| welcome the publication of this journal by the Archive Administration of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, mainly because
the materials held by this Administration were kept classified for such a long time. Perhaps this is our own fault, as we were not able
to bring these materials to the public in a more timely fashion, although there have been several attempts to do this: several television
programs and documentary films were prepared using materials from the archive, and a number of newspaper articles were written. But
this is just a drop in the ocean compared to what can be done.

The archive contains very interesting historical materials. The publication of these materials will be interesting not only for historians,
academics and students, but for Georgian society as a whole. This is why the archival materials should be made available to the public
and to everybody. This journal, edited by the Archive Administration, will strongly help this process and will consequently serve as a
means to advertise the Archive Administration. In this way the community will learn about ht kind of information that is kept there, and the
journal will serve as a basis for further historical research.

| would like for this journal — as well as any other product created by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia — to be of a high
quality. | do hope that the new publication will be as perfect as possible with regard to content and language. The articles will be
composed objectively and based solely on documentary materials. The “Archival Bulletin” will hopefully affirm itself as an excellent

academic-popular publication
EKA ZGULADZE (DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS)
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’ﬁ-” The Archive Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia is publishing this
journal, which is entirely based on archival materials. It should be emphasized that despite
a fire that destroyed a large part of archive’s holdings, numerous interesting documents
and materials survived and are now stored in the archive and are awaiting publication. In
addition, a great deal interesting materials are part of the Presidential Archive (the Archive
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia), which is now also part of the
Archive Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Our purpose is to make public the files kept in the Presidential Archive and the
archives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Ministry of Security, and to deliver this
information in a way that is useful and interesting to society.

Of course, we have no ambition at the present to produce academic articicles, but
promise that the documentation provided in this journal will be new and interesting to read.
We will try to avoid themes that are stale and trite, and will rather present the materials that
were concealed for decades and which will provoke discussion and debate

We will introduce exclusive photos and document reproductions that are of the
greatest historical importance for the nation.

Hence we are aiming for a specialized group of readers. We hope that the journal will
be as valuable for historians and scholar as for the ordinary reader who is interested in

Georgia’s history..

Journal will be entitled the” Archival Bulletin”, and by this means we will try to
deliver to the reader the information kept in the Archive Department.

The” Archival Bulletin” will be issued quarterly, and it will consist of three
sections: Section 1 will contain archival materials adapted for reading purposes;
Section 2 will provide photographic materials without commentary; and Section 3 will
provide reproductions of documents dealing with related issues and time periods.

The” Archival Bulletin” will include permanent headings that will make it easy

for the reader find relevant materials. The” Archival Bulletin “will also invite a
special guest commentator for each issue who will historically assesses the
epoch and the facts introduced in that particular issue.

The” Archival Bulletin” will be issued in the Georgian and English

languages and will be distributed abroad as well. The Editorial Board of the Archive
Department expresses its gratitude to the Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of Georgia as well as to each of the structural subunits that have supported and

helped us to establish the” Archival Bulletin”.
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In March 1921 on the basis of the Order by
the Extraordinary Commission (the Cheka) of
the Presidium an Archive Registration Unit was
established. The Unit was obliged to collect and keep
discrete materials on “dangerous elements” and
“enemies” of the country that had been uncovered by
the Cheka

The Archive-registration Unit was staffed with
30 salaried personnel, and the very first file that was
registered was the criminal case against Razhden
f/n Malakia Mirianashvili and others convicted for

concealing foodstuffs.

Three persons among seven accused
— R.Mirianashvili, P.Novoseltsev and L.Akopjanov —
were sentenced to the death penalty. The punishment

was carried out within 48 hours of the sentence.

**k%*

Between 1921 and 1990, 230,000 files were
gathered in the depository of the 10th Directorate of
the former Committee for State Security (KGB) of
Georgia. These materials have extremely useful and
interesting for restoring that bitter and harsh era of

the country’s history.
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Revolutionary
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In the course of the violent events in Thilisi in
the winter of 1991-92, the administrative building of
the KGB caught fire, as a result of which 210,000
archive files were destroyed, amounting to 80% of
all the material in the depository. The documents
that survived were soggy, most of them suffered
water damage from the efforts to put out the fire. The
archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs was in the
similar condition.

The archival files (approximately 20,000 units),
most in poor condition, were provisionally placed
in the cellar of the building of the State Archive of
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Georgia on January 9-14, 1992,
The files suffered even more
damage from being stored in the
cellar, and their rescue became an
urgent matter.

In April and May of 1995
because of the danger of fire, the
Directory of the Ministry of State
Security provided space for the
materials in the “Moduli” scientific-
technical center. Preparation
work for accommodating the
archive materials was carried
out in this emergency situation.
The time factor was extremely
important: restoration work had
to be completed very quickly. The
lack of material resources for this
task made the situation even more
complicated. For these reasons
the materials were delivered in
unsatisfactory conditions. The
materials that had been temporarily
stored in the cellar of the State
Archive were thus rapidly moved to
a new storage facility, but with no
protective mechanisms in place:
the materials were simply tossed
onto the floor in the new facility.

The archival materials were badly damaged
and needed restoration and trusteeship. The
Directorate of the Ministry of State Security of
Georgia was well aware of the situation, but there
was no action taken...

* k%

After 2004 a new era began, and the conditions
of the archive depository started to improve. The
joining of Archive Department with the Ministry of
Internal Affairs in 2005 and the combining of the
archival materials was especially important. Archive
personnel and invited specialists began work on




intensive and permanent restoration of the materials
*** that had nearly been destroyed: damaged documents

ere taken out of their flimsy boxes and were
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carefully cleaned one by one; damaged and extra
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The carefully restored archival files were
placed in special boxes and assigned precise
identification number. Thus the archive materials
have been put in order, but still only temporarily,
as the depositary needs urgent reconstruction
and repair. Elementary conditions are essential.
The shelving must be promptly prepared as
some restored cases are still kept on the floor;
temperature regime and sanitarian procedures must
be regulated as well. A statement of purpose and

blueprints have been prepared.

One more very important event occurred
recently in the life of Archive Department of the MolA:
According to the Direction #150 of the
President of Georgia on April 5, 2007,
Georgia the Presidential Archive of
Georgia was delivered to the Archive
Department of the MolA. This archive
also faced potential destruction. At
precisely that time when this archive
of the former Central Committee of
the Communist party urgently needed
a patron, the Archive Department of
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
was ready to provide support and
assistance. Space for accommodation
of the Central Committee archive
— doomed to desolation — was
immediately found and 2.5 million archival files were
placed there. Thus the Central Committee archive

was rescued again.

One of the priority activities conducted by
the Archive Department of the MolA is searching
for key information and providing certificates for
persons who were subject to unjustified repression.
These certificates help in court rulings which then
assign victims or their heirs some small pensions
and other benefits — but a slight alleviation for the

hardships suffered.
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The First File in the Archive:
Lives devoted to Salt and Sugar
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In the early Soviet period, minutes drawn up
during the sessions of the Cheka — the so-called
“Extraordinary Committee” or ChK — were usually
transferred to the Archive. These minutes show that
one of the earliest files contained there, from the
year 1921, concerned the arrest and shooting of
merchants for speculation. This file may be referred
to as “the Mirianashvili Affair,” since the Mirianashuvili
brothers were the first to be arrested on this charge.
Consequently, we can consider the the history of
the Archive’s materials to begin from the date of the
Mirianashvili case in 1921.

On March 22, 1921, the Georgian Cheka issued
an order with the goal of preventing speculation.
According to this order, every merchant was obliged
to bring out goods concealed in storage to the stores
within three days, otherwise they would be shot. The
punishment would also include confiscation of all
property belonging to those accused.

In spite of this severe order, few commodities
were brought out to the stores. As a result, the Cheka
decided to undertake forceful measures, and on
March 27 it began conducting raids and inspections of
trading centers.

One business that was raided was a military
goods shop owned by the Mirianashvili brothers. The
Cheka officers presented a warrant for the search,
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cheese, and other goods. They sealed the shop and
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sentenced to be shot, while

younger brothers Giorgi and

Levan were imprisoned.

In its attempts to prevent

speculation, the Cheka raided

many more shops and

trading centers. A raid was
conducted on the basis of
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a search warrant in Petre

Naumenko's candy shop

central prospect. Storage

sacks of wheat, sugar

in the shop, serving as a
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perfect pretext to arrest

the owner. Naumenko,

however, was lucky

enough to avoid the death
penalty, unlike another
accused, Noveseltsev, who
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investigators accused him of speculation, and he was
sentenced to be shot. The same fate was shared by
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convicted of concealing one pack of sugar, 3 boxes
of soap, 44 pairs of socks, 40 candles, and 8 pairs of
women shoes. In the Akopjanov case, the conclusion
found in the file reads as follows: “Akopjanov, as

a merchant of a first class guild, having concealed
goods, shall be sentenced to shooting; his property
shall be confiscated and the case shall be closed and
transferred to the archive.”

The Soviet government showed no scruples
in resorting to the harshest measures to prevent
speculation. As a result, very many merchants
were shot or forced to relinquish their commercial
activity. The shooting of these merchants was aimed
at intimidating others, and it served as part of the
spreading large-scale terror in Georgia.
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Presidium of the Constituent Assembly.
Government of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia
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Kote Apkhazi = “Ily Death Wil Bring Glory to Ceorglia”
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“Konstantine Apkhazi, accused of plotting
against the state, banditry, and espionage directed
against the authorities of the Soviet Republic of
Georgia, and who admits participation in organizing
an armed rebellion, is hereby convicted and
sentenced to death, with the punishment to be
carried out in the next 24 hours.”

Such was the guilty verdict delivered by the
Cheka (ChK) against Kote Apkhazi in May 1923. The
Cheka tribunal that convicted General Kote Apkhazi
to death included the following: Mogilevski, Pankrato,
Zonov, Makhnovski, Kvantaliani, Orakhvelidze,
Eliava, Beridze, Lominadze, and others.

Konstantine (“Kote”) Apkhazi, together with
Ivane Javakhishvili, made an enormous contribution
to the foundation of Tbilisi State University in
Georgia. His name is also associated with the
restoration of the autocephalous status of the
Georgian Church and the foundation of the Georgian
army that was crucial in the ultimately doomed
attempt to defend the newly acquired freedom of
the Georgian Democratic Republic.

Kote Apkhazi was also among the signees of
the Independence Act of Georgia that was adopted
by the National Council on 26 May, 1918.

Independent Georgia was short-lived, lasting
only three years. But after the Georgian state lost
its independence, Georgian patriots carried on the
struggle for its liberation. Kote Apkhazi was among the
most outstanding leaders of this liberation movement
following Bolshevik Russia’s occupation of Georgia.

15




Fareagedy wo bogombagr-rglngtstgooesh gog
>g3bobo. 30Mggen 9Bs3by Ladbgodm (3964 @0l

©ob0dbyemgds aobenomn Lododmggaml gyggans
390bgdo  bgoglbo 35Bs@-35Gots (396G gd0l
‘d9Jdbs, dmIganoi ghmosbo Lsdbgomm
(396@0b b go3mbEOME©gdms.

Lodbgo®m 396@®ds> dogng dmgeno
LoJodmggeom dmoigs. 396@®0L yggmsby
00 Bogoso dsm9ddo JpgdoMmgmdes,
OmIgalsz 2gbgdomo yoméao dsbbosBgogmo
bgerddmgsbgammdws.

53 (3960 Log@mm Lobsgrbm sxsbygdols
mOAb0bgds Ybos yogfos.

bdod dgdmbgggsdo doywfgggemo oym o
3960®doz 3o sbOms Lbgowslbgomds byaggs.

099935 9O 0M056Mbs

(3960®@L Ly@s 3039000l ©odys®gds
dgbmdgen sbgMdsoxsbls s Lmdbgmmsb, mydas
9L Bgadegdgeo pobeo.

1922 {9l 3omggarse b3oMo@mb Jgros,
39309y g0 Sbdm0s6o ©sS35@G0IAYL.

3mgEo@oggmo 3gbH@o, Gmdgmdoi 9330
35M0@ 9B 00 3mdo@gdoi Imosb@gdmws ©s

bdodo gobdosmogolyanmmgdgan 3mdodgBlss
¥ m©gd0bgb, Lodmmmme 1922 {aols Lgdd9gdd@ols

Lbomdsby gogm@dps, Mmdgaoi bas®ogsgrodol
306590 d0dobotgmdws. Lbomdsl glfmgdmobgb
3o0g6 (amn30dg, jmdg Sgbsbo, BmLE™I
39LbgeooBgomo, 0mligd gwgg60dgomo,
6500g>e0dg > > gJlsbreg SbpAMbosdgomo.
35M0@ 930 3mIodgdo bymo 3s@F0olysb

39003900Ms: bogombagr ©gdmMs@gdo,
39679303900, LemEosmobE-ggog@hemol@gdo,
,»UbogolRgdo” s bmEose-®ggmana0mbg@gdo.

dom Im@ol hodmysaodws d9dwgao
‘dgoobbdgde:

D 3560Hadame gmdodado gbws
B9das@ogm bymogg 3s@E00l Mmonm-none
§o®3m3500996e0lidg S6.

2) gaamed 3Gmdegds Ygosbbigdnmse gbrd
300§ g3a00m0gm. 356G0dlL wedmgjorgdmse
30J8greg0s 9aBdomgdmpsm. 5Godhame jm3odade
35009090 04 Jgg0o6bdgd0bd> Jsmo dmJIggos;

3) Lobrpgs@ys@gm 3gmyo yogomo
bgeolngmgdologol ©0dgGo03gde 350089G I
3M30839dlL 9bes dogas ©d> Jsmo gmggmo
3m 9909053 gmobbdgdymo 9brs gmgomogm.

4) 5@bgdamo 0sbbgdo, G@gmacs
bobpgs@astgm 3jmbesm, boghmem 3obbgdl bos
3mb3s@gdmes.

5) 3meBg304900b Logsdmgaeamesh
3%623360b gdgy, GSTog SdbemBAGHR 0g3bad

16

A Joint Military Center was set up at the end
of 1921 that included General Varden Tsulukidze
representing the Mensheviks and the Federalist
Rightists, and Kote Apkhazi from the National
Democrats. Initially, the Joint Military Center aimed
at organizing and supervising similar small centers
throughout Georgia.

Soon the jurisdiction of the Joint Military Center
covered the whole country. The largest branch of the
Center was located in Batumi, and was headed by
General Giorgi Mazniashvili.

The Center was to arrange demonstrations and
a nation-wide public rebellion. Unity was in many
cases unattainable, however, and discrepancies
were observed in the timing of the rebellion’s launch.

The Center attempted to establish contacts in
neighboring Azerbaijan and Armenia, but that turned
out to be impossible.

In 1922 Spiridon Kedia was among the first to
be arrested, and then Sosipatre Asatiani.

A “Political Center,” which also contained
a “Parity Committee” that was frequently also
referred to as a “Liberation Committee,” was
formed at a session conducted in the apartment
of Narikalidze in September 1922. Kote Apkhazi
attended this session, as did Varden Tsulukidze,
Muskhelishvili, loseb Gedevanishvili, Narikalidze,
and Andronikashvili.

The Parity Committee included representatives
of five political parties: the National Democrats, the
Mensheviks, the Social-Federalists, the “Skhivists,”
and the Social Revolutionaries. They agreed on the
following terms:

1. The parity committee was to include one
representative of all five parties involved;

2. All problems were to be settled unanimously.
The parties were banned from acting separately.
The Parity Committee was to coordinate activities.

3. Prevailing funds that were available abroad
were to be spent for general purposes.

4. After driving out the Bolsheviks, the
inevitability of which the leaders of the rebellion
were convinced, the Committee would be assigned
to rule the country before the restoration of legally
elected authorities.
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Kedia and Asatiani participated in the
elaboration of these terms from prison.

In 1922 a rebellion lead by Kakutsa
Cholokashvili and Kote Apkhazi was staged in
the Khevsureti region. Although the Russian army
quelled the rebellion, it sustained heavy losses in
doing so. That served as a beginning of a national
revolt and an awaking for Georgians. It was obvious
to everyone that they would lose the fight if they
retreated, so therefore they decided to launch the
uprising with a renewed and unified strength.

It was decided first of all to occupy Thilisi
and force out the Russian troops deployed there.
If needed, reinforcements could be sent from the
Kakheti region.

However, for the several preceding months all
was calm in the country. The Cheka had long been
looking for the leaders of the rebellion, and they
found the trail by means of traitor. K. Misabishvili, a
member of the Students’ Committee of the National
Democratic Party, betrayed the entire composition of
the Military Center.

Kote Apkhazi, along with 14 members of the
Military Center, A. Andronikashvili, V. Tsulukidze,
G. Khimshiashvili, El. Gulisashvili,
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Al. Matchavariani, Dimitri Chrdileli, Simon
Mukhran-Batonishvili, P. Karalashvili,

L. Klimiashvili, M. Zandukeli, |. Kereselidze,

S. Tchiaberashvili, and Ivane Kutateladze, were
detained in February, 1923.

The detainees were brutally tortured, but none
of them betrayed their comrades.

The verdict — the harshest measure of
punishment, death by shooting — was carried out,
and Kote Apkhazi and the other fourteen arrestees
were shot near Vake Park.

“I meet death happily, as through luck it has
fallen to me to sacrifice myself for the cause of
Georgia. My death will bring glory to Georgia!”
Kote Apkhazi was quoted as saying before he was
shot. He confronted his death as heroically as he
lived his live.
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Bolshevik Russia, having established the Soviet
regime in Georgia, tried its best to make Georgia into
a nation of slaves. This found early reflection in its
policy towards religion and churches: monasteries
were destroyed, monks were thrown out onto the
street, and religious services were halted.

Churches in Georgia had been largely closed
since 1921. Red Army soldiers began destroying
the churches one after another in the Eastern and
Western parts of the country. It made no difference
to them whether the monasteries and churches were
located in impregnable mountains or in city and
village centers. They battled against religious spirit
with equal vigor everywhere.

The 11th century Mghvimi Monastery, located
three kilometers from the town of Chiatura, is built
on top of a high and extremely inaccessible rock.

It was far away from the road, and its wooden
cloisters were of no use to anyone. The property

of the monastery was located on a small space of
arable land with a village mill and black, stony soil.
The Soviet government did not care particularly

in the monastery’s property, but rather considered
preventing the functioning of churches and
monasteries to be the major goal of its activity.
Accordingly, the Soviet government expropriated
the territory and simultaneously closed the churche,
though it made it impossible for any other institution
to be opened there. Twenty five monks, most of
whom had spent the greater part of their lives in
the monastery and were over 80 years old and
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unable to move, were left without shelter or food. On
the basis of an order from the Chiatura Executive
Committee (Aghmaskomi) chairman, all churches
and cloisters had to be closed and left vacant. This
order was of course carried out. But soon numerous
letters and signed statements began appearing

from almost every part of Georgia, calling for the
churches to be rescued.

Razhden Turkadze, a priest from the
Akhalgavazi village near Telavi, sent the following
petition to the Revolutionary Committee: “The church
in Akhakgavazi village where | used to conduct
services has now been made into a reading room
by the local police, and thus our place of worship is
destroyed. | kindly ask the Revolutionary Committee
to allow me to conduct services for parishioners
in Akhalgavazi village without a church, at the
cemetery.” This petition was neither the first nor the
last of its kind that the Revolutionary Committee
would receive. Of course, the main reason that
the churches were closed was precisely to prevent
worship services from being conducted.

Frequently church closures by the Bolshevik
authorities provoked popular resistance from
Georgians, so party members often used forceful
measures against them. Four party members went
to Kvemo Zandaki village near Gori and informed the
population that their church was to be abolished: “We
are closing the church, this is our decision,” the party
members declared. The village population, despite
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safeguarding of churches were
sent not only to revolutionary committees and village
councils, but to high officials as well. One detail

is worth mentioning: people who tried to rescue
churches and monasteries often emphasized that
religion did not prevent Communism ideas, and
argued that it was in the interests of Communism to
give people the opportunity to have their religious
needs met.

In a letter dated 1923, Davit Kachakhidze,
the Bishop of Guria-Samegrelo, appeals to Mikha
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Bishop Davit Kachakhidze

Tskhakaia: “| have kept up
acquaintance with you since
our study together in Tbilisi
seminary, when you were busy
with Socialist propaganda
among the pupils... Pure religion
itself does not prevent the
establishment of communist
relations at all, especially if we
are speaking about the New
Testament and Christianity.
Nobody should extend the
inadequacy or depravity of
priests or clergyman to whole
religions and confessions!
Modern human psychology and
~ the peoples of the world need
. to satisfy their mystical-religious
demands.” The Bishop offered
Tskhakia some advice later on
in the same letter: “It would be
better if the Soviet Government
would follow Decree #25 “On
faith” adopted by the Supreme Soviet. And if there
is something unfair among the priesthood or in the
church rules, the causes should be sought not in
Christianity, but among the priesthood itself.”

Requests and suggestions such as those in
this letter as a rule were left without response or
consideration. Meanwhile, priests and church goers
were regularly discredited by being accused of terrible
things. Very often the letters, requests and signed
statements received the following response: “Having
discussed the appeals of priests, we were once
more convinced of the cruelty and pseudo religion of
churches and of religions in general.”

The priesthood was considered to be a remnant
of feudalism. This opinion received immediate
reflection in the order for the total closure of churches.
Church services were successfully replaced with other
kinds of activities, and schools, reading rooms and
clubs were constructed in the empty church buildings.

“We welcome the destruction of religion, priests
and churches! Long live the Soviet Government,
which combats all pseudo religion and misdeeds!
Down with religion! Long live to Communist Party!”
Such appeals — the “Red Policy” of Bolshevik Russia
— became a characteristic feature in Georgia just after
the Soviet government came to power.
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SOME STORIES FROM THE LIFE
OF LAVRENTY BERIA

“l acknowledge that | have committed terrible
crimes, but | am a gifted manager and | can be valuable
both for the Party and for the government, so therefore
| ask for mercy.” These words were said to have been
uttered by Lavrenty Beria on the day that judgment was
passed on him. In 1953 a court sentenced him to be shot
for high treason. He was a swindler, a counterfeiter and
a murderer of thousands of innocent people, and he died

in the same way as many of his own victims.

Beria enjoyed a long life as a tyrant, a bloodsucker,

and even earned for himself the title of executioner.

Lavrenty Beria was born near Sukhumi in the

village of Merkheuli to a poor farming family in 1899.

His history teacher once told him that he would
either become a notorious brigand in the Caucasus like

Zelimkhan, or a Russian police officer.

As it turned out, Beria became both of these things.
In the Baku underground and in Georgia during the
independent Georgian Republic in 1920-21 Beria was
a Red brigand, and for the next fifteen years he was a

Bolshevik police officer.

Beria was proud of the fact that he was nicknamed
“detective” during his study in the gymnasium. Thefts
were frequent in the school, and the teachers would

often lose files and money, and students lost hundreds of
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small items. Young Beria would set out in search of these
things in return for some payment. As a rule, he usually
found them. This is not so surprising, as in most cases
he himself was the thief.

One of Beria’s thefts became known to all the
schools in Sukhumi. A teacher was keeping records on
the behavior of all the students. Beria stole this “archive,”
which he later sold to other students with the help of
his classmates. The teacher was barely able to keep
from losing his job, and the inquiry failed to establish the

perpetrator.

In his early years Beria mastered the police officer
philosophy: “Love of snitching, but hatred of snitches.”
He never squealed on anyone, but if he had a grudge
towards somebody he would obtain compromising
information, whether true or false, and pass it along to a
school mate who he knew to be an informer.

This feature would continue to be characteristic of

him later in his life....

o3M9bG0 d9Mos
Lavrenty Beria
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THE ROAD TO THE TOP...

According to a certain document, Beria joined the
Bolshevik Party in 1917 (although he actually became
a member of the Party only in 1919). Beria had great
success in his police work in Baku; he may have
simultaneously worked for the intelligence services
of the Bolsheviks, the Azerbaijani nationalists (the
Musavats), the Ottoman Turks, and the British. This
is why he was latter accused of being an “agent of
international imperialism.” Mirza Bala, a friend from his
student years, seems to have helped Beria establish
ties with the Musavats, who then later became the
leading political party in the independent Republic of
Azerbaijan. Mirza Bala probably introduced Beria to
Mir-Jafar Bagirov, chief of the Baku city police. Bagirov
at the same time was also a Bolshevik agent. From
then on they became inseparable friends throughout
their police career. It is noteworthy that in the end they
were shot on similar charges (although Bagirov was
shot a year later). Information provided by Beria to the
Musavat intelligence service was in turn submitted to
the Red Army by Bagirov.

The attention of the army officials was drawn to
the fact that significant information was being provided
through that particular channel, and Bagirov suggested
involving Beria in purely military intelligence.

Beria wrote a political treatise in Georgian
outlining the ways of setting up Bolshevik military
intelligence in Baku, and might have sent it to Stalin,
who was then the Peoples Commissar for Nationalities,
and who in that period was in Tsaritsino. Soon Beria
was summoned to Mikoyan, the resident agent of the
Central Committee in Baku.

Both Beria and Mikoyan had innate careerist
instincts and a talent for espionage in politics; but
in other regards they were opposites. In the Baku
underground, Beria became Mikoyan'’s assistant for
foreign intelligence. He may have maintained direct
contact with Stalin, bypassing not only Mikoyan but also
Dzerzhinsky. Gradually, it is possible that Beria may have
become a valuable informer for Stalin. Mikoyan perhaps
suspected that Beria might be providing information
about him to Stalin, and decided to protect himself from
Beria’s political machinations. He devised an unusual
approach: he showed Beria, as to his “trusted person,”
every political report that he submitted to Moscow, either
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to the Central Committee or to the Cheka. In these
reports he depicted Beria as an invaluable employee.
Mikoyan’s efforts reaped results — Beria began to extol
Mikoyan to the skies.

After the occupation of Azerbaijan in May 1920,
Beria was employed as assistant to the Chief of the Baku
People’s Police, his old political protégé Bagirov.

In January 1921, Budu Mdivani, from the
Orjonikidze’s headquarters in Baku, appealed to his
compatriots to enlist in the ranks of the Red Army to
help “liberate” Georgia. Only several dozen out of the
thousands of Georgians living abroad accepted the
proposal, including the young Lavrenty Beria. In the
volunteers’ section, Beria was assigned to the Police
Unit of the Cheka.

Independent Georgia was overrun in the end
of February 1921. The first organization set up by
Bolsheviks for the “liberation” of Georgia was the
Extraordinary Committee, or Cheka, with Lavrenty Beria
as its first investigator.

In the Autumn of 1921 and 1922 two uprisings were
staged against the Bolsheviks and were harshly crushed,
but this did not bring genuine stability.

According to one story, Beria’s friends from the
Cheka staged a sumptuous feast for him before his
departure to fulfill a particular assignment. They ate
shashlik and drank Kakhetian wine while talking of
“the purges of Georgia.” The revelers observed the
Caucasian traditions during the banquet: the feast was
led by a tamada (toastmaster), and the guests were
served by a merikipe, or pourer. When drinking a final
drinking horn, the tamada, who drank less than the
others, uttered the following words in Georgian in his
closing toast: “A weed has spread throughout Georgia.
Georgia should be ploughed up!”

The old Georgian Bolsheviks, Mdivani,
Orakhelashvili, Makharadze, drank their wine without
uttering a word, and the young pourer replied to
the tamada: “We’ll uproot the weeds and plough up
Georgia!” and drank down the toast. The revelers all
looked at each other while the words were welcomed by
the tamada.

According to this legend, Stalin was the
toastmaster, and the pourer was Lavrenty Beria, who
was appointed as deputy head of the Cheka the next
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day. This would have taken place at the end of 1922,
when Beria was barely 23 years old.

As the new head of the police division, Beria was
in charge of the operation to suppress the 1924 uprising.
Beria made good on his promise supposedly given to
Stalin, and in return he was appointed as the Chief of the
People’s Police Commissariat of Georgia and awarded
the Order of the Red Banner.
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Resolutions Signed by L.Beria

After the establishment of the Transcaucasian
Federation, Beria became the Deputy Chief of the
Transcaucasus Peoples Police Commissariat.

Beria’s boss, Pavlunovsky, completely fell under
the sway of his younger and more vigorous assistant,
perhaps because he suspected that Beria may have
been one of the few to have direct access to Stalin.

Stalin, after having successfully handling the
fight against his “leftist” (Trotskyites) and “rightist” (the
Bukharin faction) enemies in Moscow, was not as much
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revered in his own country as he was beyond it; the old
Georgian Bolsheviks, including his old teachers, did
not consider him to be the innocent father of the nation.
Probably for this reason Stalin and Orjonikidzde often
revealed their hostile intentions towards the Georgian
Bolshevik leaders.

Here are some excerpts from the memoirs
of Snegov, who was rehabilitated after 17 years of
imprisonment: “On October 30, 1931 Mr. Kartvelishili,
the Secretary of Transcaucasian region, spoke during
a session of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party. The session was attended by all members of the
region Executive Committee, and | am the survivor. At
the end of his speech, Stalin set forth a proposal on
the creation of the Transcaucasian region’s Secretariat.
Kartvelishvili was to be appointed as First Secretary,
and Beria as the Second Secretary... Mr. Kartvelishvili
announced that he knew Beria full well and flatly refused
to work with him. Stalin offered to leave the issue open
and settle it later. According to the decision adopted
two days later, Beria was given the position of First
Secretary and Kartvelishvili was transferred out of the
Transcaucasus.”

It is thought that before enlisting in the ranks of the
interior ministry Beria covered up the files showing his
activity in the Musavat organization.

Stalin liked to deal with people with murky pasts,
and Beria certainly had that. A booklet entitled “On the
History of the Bolshevik Organizations in Transcaucasia”
was published under Beria’s authorship in which the
existence of two revolutionary fronts was asserted for the
first time. The booklet suggested for the first time that the
revolutionary front was let by Stalin within the Russian
Empire and beyond its frontiers by Lenin. Afterwards,
Beria became a reliable person and a handy tool for the
Soviet authorities.

Stalin’s mother in Georgia passed away in 1937.
Her son could not manage to attend the funeral,
but i Beria was given one more brilliant chance to
ingratiate himself with his patron. The road to the
summit was open.

Beria became one of the closest people to Stalin
before and after the war, and he carried out some of
the most inhuman designs of the dictator. (There are
different versions among historians about details of
Lavrenti Beria, this datas is one of the version...)
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THE BLOODSUCKING TYRANT

Lavrenty Beria was responsible for many
fabricated cases that claimed the lives of a sizeable
chunk of the Georgian intelligentsia. Beria had the
judgments prepared in advance; he charged those
whom he wanted to get rid of with counterterrorist
activity or plotting terrorist attacks. The task was easily
accomplished: he obtained the necessary confessions
from the detainees, and dozens of more people were

then arrested and murdered.

The most serious charges in the 1930s was
that Trotskyites were plotting terrorist acts against
Stalin and Beria. On the ground of these false
charges, a string of repressions had been carried
out. Mikheil Javakhishvili, Titsian Tabidze, Paolo
lashvili, Sandro Akhmeteli and dozen more famous
figures were charged as “Trotskyites™ and "Counter

revolutionaries™ and were executed.

Beria could not forgive Mikheil Javakhishvili for
objecting to the demolishing of Metekhi Church. The
church was left intact but, Mikheil Javakhishviliwas first
expelled from the ranks of the writer’s union and later
executed as an “enemy of the people,” a “spy” and “a

wrecker.”

A former secretary of the Central Committee,

Tengiz Dzghenti, commited suicide thanks to Beria.

In order to settle his scores with Dzghenti, Beria
accused him of involvement in counter revolutionary
activities, and discredited him during a Party plenum.
Dzghenti had been interrogated repeatedly on the case

and ultimately committed suicide.

“I have been dishonored for the last seven months
and | can stand it no more, so | am committing suicide
not because of a crime, but due to the fact that | can no
more withstand such degradations,” Dzghenti wrote in a

letter to his family before his suicide.

On Beria’s command, Dzghenti’s spouse and
children are arrested. Those who only offered their

condolences to the Dzghentis were also mistreated.

Khintibidze, who offered his condolences to

Dzghenti’s son, was arrested after a couple of days and
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made to confess that Dzhenti’s son was seeing revenge
on Beria for his father’s death. Tengiz Dzghenti’s son
was then arrested on that charge and sent into exile.

Beria fabricated many such cases, and his name is

central to the personal tragedies of scores of people.

BERIA IN LOVE AND REVENGE

One story told about Beria concerns his affections
towards a woman named Tinatin Jikia. Tinatin lived on
Vazha Pshavela Street in Thilisi with her spouse and
had known Beria, whom she had met in her cousin’s
apartment, before getting married. Afterwards, Beria
sought ways to befriend with Tinatin. He often invited her
to the cinema and offered to give her rides in his official

car, but she tried to avoid him.

Once Tinatin was on the way to visit a friend when
she ran into Beria. He offered once more to take a stroll,
and the offer was again refused. While Tinatin was
visiting her friend, Beria waited for her all evening until
she left her friend’s apartment in order to accompany her

to her house.

Once Beria called Tinatin when her husband was
away and asked who was with her. Tinatin lied and
pretended she was with her friend. Several minutes later
Beria arrived at the Jikias’ apartment with a book in his
hand and tried to enter. He was by that time already
a secretary of the Central Committee. Beria left the
apartment only after being persuaded that Tinatin was
with her mother, and he begged her not to tell anyone

about the event.

Beria was jealous of Grigol Eliava, a friend of
Tinatin husband Vladimir. Vladimir Jikia received an
anonymous letter alleging that Tinatin cheated on
him with Eliava. When the Jikias read this letter, they

guessed that Beria was behind it.

Even after the event described above, Beria would
often call Tinatin Jikia on the telephone and ask her to
accompany him to his Krtsanisi dacha. Beria's proposals
were denied several times. When he was not able to
gain her consent for this proposal, he decided to invite

her for dinner. On the telephone he acknowledged that

33




03503 2o Y@Yws, MmI Fbsw 0gm MyYboss
I9bangd by oghmds. Jognds — Lzogm! — g3sbygbs
©> 690053, JoOMES3, oyhmds. mydiEs xodos
bgM0sl Lopoga o063 o@ Fodyge.

1936 {90l ganowodgd xodos dogenobgdom
9329L0ol sbodgbgdesw dmbgmgl Bogdybogdgds,
Loos bgogos LEs@obl. Lsgobo s xodos

90035bgnls xg® gowgy Mg3geyiool 3gHomodo
0(36md0bgb. 3dgbgdenmdols godm wodosl engbobols

Og600 sx oMb, HolsiE dgMos sH3MY
©00 bobs®ygeom bgogds. 53 dgdmbgggol dgdwgy
gano0dgMo Igymagl bdoMse g9dbgdms, Gmd
38 gM0 350b0bs 53@9bG0 dgMosls Lobom.

05309600 dgM0s byabmg@gdmaew dshsdenols
Jaboby aooeols ws sM3 0by bdodo  gHgzo3L
00b500b xo0osb.

900 bogbyali xojogdol mxsbo
3049080 0bggbgdes ws (3940l dwogob
39609 5@6053g0@m56 gOhmo© Lspommdes.
5bosdgoends 39M0ol Lopmgy@dganm Foddmmdgs.
dbgdgdoe boligodds x0Josd gl Lopmgy®dgem
5@ dgligs, Mo smbosdgoamds §g@omomn dg@osl
593bm. 58 93565l 3bgends 3o x0Jos wonds@s s
dgombe: — @s sb@ob 0gm s@bosdgoerby. xoJosd
506057300 o d0msw ssbolinsms. dgM0sd 3o
x0Josls sebosdgomols FgMogo shggbs. xodosd
mogol domagds Lows ©s gonbds, GmI
boligodo 0gm @ dbmeme oM o6 ©ognos
Lomga®dgenm. d9M0sd as9mods, §g@ogmo dols
ngo{ob goobos s gob@s: — bmd bgwosg,
Omam@ 239439307 — Folganol @dml 3o olbog
9@hos: — Lbggdmeb gomow Hgdl s3@m@0dgdb
by dgansbogm!

1936 fanols dgdmamdoby ganswodg® xojos
35063 o35@03MYL.

059603y mgdo (3935056 00bsmob
x0Josls 9Mg35396 @5 dgM0olmsb 065M9b.
3905 (3000e0Mdl, MobsmM0bo ss@MTYbels,
®md dobo Jgweng bsddmdeomls Inwoms@yg s
bognbol dGg@os, Msbs Joemo, @s 0dds ¢bws,
330mA9LEIOL s dg@Mosl Lobmgl, Jdommsb

‘Ygbgg@mol gaagds dolizgb.

0065006 x0Josl Igymanols bobgol ygengdsls
Sdg93490.

3Ol gansodg® xodos 4y39ds, GmI
59659539 o@ 50l s 5A(3 Loddmdenmbmgols
Y@@ 5R 05, 5A(3 3oME00LS s 5M(3 MR sbolmgol.
300 d0bgbomsz os3s@G0IMYL, oMo bawgds.
»08 3OS 000 ©0Eo-oeo Lsdo [gmo goym
05353999900 s SAgoms>® Jgdmbgggedo s®sxgM0
Lbobmgem dg@oslim,“ — «@bggl Igymengl.

0065006 x0Josd Fbegrme @odwgbyxg®dg
doolfOm 0bgdo 53sbsmols dgabogbs. oganolsido
30 9953 4mdobgl, s3sbosmls bymo® abagbom, xoos
390543560 0sM.

34

he was prepared to get down on his knees in order to
gain her consent. Tinatin suggested that he try, and in

fact Beria knelt down, yet she still refused his offer.

In 1936 Vladimir Jikia was on a business trip to
Moscow where he met Stalin and was awarded the
Order of Lenin’s for construction. Beria was not thrilled
by this news. Vladimir would later tell his wife that he had

made enemy in the person of Lavrenty Beria.

Soon afterwards Beria moved to Machabeli Street

and he did not phone Tinatin Jikia so often.

One summer the Jikias were in a dacha in Kiketi
dining with Petre Agniashvili, Secretary of the Central
Committee. Agniashvili proposed a toast to Beria, but
Jikia refused to drink to Beria's health. Agniashvili
immediately sent a written denunciation to Beria
describing this incident. Beria then sent for Jikia and
asked him what he thought about Agniashvili. Jikia
spoke favorably of Agniashvili, but then Beria showed
him the Agniashvili’'s denunciation. Jikia tried to justify
himself and said that by the time the toast was proposed
he had drunk enough, and that was why he refused.
Beria smiled, tore the letter to pieces and said: “Can you
feel my attitude towards you?” Before Jikia left, Beria
gave him some advice: “You do not need to destroy my

reputation.”

In the Fall of 1936 Jikia was arrested. A few days
later somebody from Central Committee phoned Tinatin
Jikia and asked her to come to see Beria. Beria tried
to assure Tinatin that her husband was a traitor to his
country and an enemy of the people. Tinatin did not
believe this, of course, and protested and asked Beria to

let her see her husband.

Tinatin Jikia was then allowed to meet with her

husband.

Vladimir Jikia told his wife that he was not guilty,
that he did not betray his country, party and family. He
knew very well who was behind his detention. “For this
accusation the maximum sentence is only three years,
and do not ask Beria to help me” Jikia told his wife. After
this Tinatin Jikia managed to send a parcel to the prison
only a few times. In July she was informed not to send

parcels there, because Jikia had been transferred.




galy)
T
'y
B
4 1 PL L)
it Al
- M S il ot e S
- [ LI SR ¥ /E
= ..
1 L g B mnbleadt i e HONERE Conevesal e i
. i;.".l ; -
.--l__.-f‘-\-_ i o AT = b e
| .- ‘ol T LIS ]
..l'-' -+ :,:" _|d‘ l'|ll1 a
X bt :1 | ST et ] (3 WL
i B i
I i ;
i s i L
LA s v ki
.| ',; -t g dliiisie
[
K .-\.:i- B o o
= 8 '..‘F‘i‘--'.: K Y ai
= > '_E I;l = ,:'ll.r [}
1 V |r~.ﬁ' i"l ot Ao i v z
4 -l|l .| | i -: i Ll e L T ST B 2Ter 2aBoze ; &
""'Ii.' Cot et i ISR - MR, N8 urih e g
e L g NN e O Ko _l.::H.--r,-|;|_:_l,

1937 Fgeols 3o m0bsmob xodosbsi
5353030 gdgb, Mmam®3 gensodg® xodosl
dgneagl, s Lsdo®mggemmsb slisbangdgb.

Lodo Ferol dgdogy mobsmob xojos
‘YgVgoergdol 0mbegl s Fgdoml dg@osls Lobganby
o3bogbols, @oms 300 gdbmob osd®Ybmb. 1940
Vgl 0go 9439 LoddmdemmTo d@4bogds. M0
Feools  mogby 3o 00bomob xodoslt dnlgmgdo
08590l dg@0s s by@dl, Orym®E 539630, 0by
353004960l gg@3sbools Fobso@doge o My Jomgsm
2355003936 mogl @ogsmgdsls, 330Mgds, MmI
Jodol dglobgd yggansxng@l 9sddbmdl. mobsmob
x0J0s mobbdgds d9@Mosl s 5p9b@ YO
boJdosbmdsdoi gohmggds. mIols wolidyagdols
‘999 30 030 ggensg bgwgds dg@osl, @mdganoc
bd3@mbdom 0dobsiz 3o gydbgds, dgbo sbdo@mgdom
39035605l ®do Imgyagme. boge Ao
0065006 x0Jos dggoamols dgom 0b@gHgliegods,
d9M0s 3obgbmol, gansodgd xodos, GMam®3
LoddMdenml Imwsms@g, obg®o@Gglem s 0dgyg
boogobmdl, zmmsw @yl a9bg@oml aodysgl,
by d9M0s 5B IYMMoYE Yol 0gmgdl.

Hmg S —

39@05b bygmdm§Famomo

&gbmey (30980
Resolutions Signed by L.Beria

In 1937 Tinatin Jikia herself was arrested as the
wife of Vladimir Jikia, and later she was exiled from

Georgia.

Three years later Tinatin Jikia asked for a pardon,
and sent a letter to Beria asking to be returned to
her children. In 1940 she returned to Georgia. Two
years later Beria sent for Tinatin from Moscow, as he
apparently wanted to use her as an agent against
Germany, and in the case success he promised to give
her news of her husband. Tinatin Jikia accepted the offer,
and soon she was involved in espionage activities. After
the war ended she met Beria again, who joked: “We won
the war with your assistance”. But when Tinatin inquired
about the fate of her husband, Beria answered that he
had been shot. Soon after saying this, Beria proposed
that she marry a Russian general. This proposal was

categorically refused.
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Later, during questioning, Tinatin Jikia
acknowledged that Lavrenty Beria tried several times
to be intimate with her, but without result. Beria knew

that Tinatin Jikia told her husband everything.

Once when Vladimir Jikia was in a dacha with
Beria, Vladimir told Beria a fairytale about a king who
tried to get close to the vizier’s wife. During a hunt the
vizier “accidentally” killed the king. When Beria listened

to this fairytale, he blanched with terror.

CONCLUSION

A Lavrenty Beria, the man who implemented all of
the atrocities we have been discussing, was arrested in
June 1953, and charged with high treason, espionage,
murdering of innocent people, intriguing and fabricating

cases.

Marshal Koniev presided over Beria's trial. From
the very first day of his detention, Beria was held in the
headquarters of the Moscow Military District, and the

trial took place there.

According to one story, on the first day the hearing,
when the accused was brought into the courtroom he
pretended to be mad, waved his hands and feet about,
and when somebody tried to calm him down he tore
off the buttons from somebody’s trousers. Supposedly,
the buttons fell on the floor, Beria bent, picked up the

buttons and calmed down.

During the whole trial, when the witnesses, Beria
bowed his head and confirmed their statements by nods,

one story goes.

The court found him guilty and sentenced him to
the extreme penalty — execution — and Lavrenty Beria
supposedly did not even raise his head.

P.S. There are many different stories about the
details of Lavrenty Beria’s life: we have suggested only
on version of several of those stories, although the
article is based mainly on files stored in the Archive
Department.
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Sandro Akhmeteli

The 1930s remain one of the most important and
interesting periods of Georgian history, many pages
of which remain unstudied. One such blank page that
we can now begin to fill in concerns the persecution
of Rustaveli Theater director Aleksandre (Sandro)
Akhmeteli, together with the theater’s entire troupe.
The authors have found a file regarding this case in
the Presidential Archive Georgia (formerly the Party
Archive of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Georgia). The documents in this file contain
numerous interesting materials that concern not only
this specific case, but which reflect in general on an
epoch that was characterized by very painful and

difficult events for our country.

On February 11, 1956, the Military Board of
the Supreme Court of the Soviet Union vindicated
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a number of “repressed” persons, including the
following: Sandro Akhmeteli, Artistic Director of
Rustaveli Theater, and theater employees Platon
Korisheli, Elguja Lortkipanidze, Gia Kantaria, Ivane
Laghidze, Tamar Tsulukidze-Akhmeteli, Bezhuzha
Shavishvili and Nino Gviniashvili. These people had
previously been considered guilty by the Military
Board. In particular, Sandro Akhmeteli was accused
of espionage for the British intelligence services,
membership in a Trotsky-Zinoviev counterrevolutionary
organization, and “wrecking” in the artistic sphere.
Akhmeteli was accused of establishing seditious
military groups in Baku, Grozny, Sokhumi, Stalinir and
other regions of Georgia with the support of national
theater administrations in the other Republics, and

of personally recruiting 35 persons as organizers

of these groups. Akhmeteli was further not only
accused of establishing the above mentioned terrorist
organization, but also of plotting to assassinate
Lavrenty Beria and Joseph Stalin with the assistance

of this organization.!

On June 28, 1937 Aleksandre Akhmeteli, Platon
Korisheli, Elguja Lortkipanidze, Gia Kantaria and
Ivane Laghidze were sentenced to death with property
confiscation according to the Article 58 of Penal Code
of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia; Tamar
Tsulukidze-Akhmeteli, Bezhuzha Shavishvili and Nino

Gviniashvili received ten year sentences.

From 1922 to 1926 Aleksandre Akhmeteli had worked
as a producer in the Rustaveli Theatre. After that, he held
the position of Chief Producer and then Artistic Director until
his dismissal in 1935. Following his dismissal, Akhmeteli

moved to the Green Theater Moscow.

The investigation conducted by the rehabilitation
commission showed that Akhmeteli was arrested on
November 19, 1936 in Moscow and then transported
to Thilisi. A number of questions appear concerning
Akhmeteli's arrest: the decision to arrest Akhmeteli
was issued on December 5, and Akhmeteli himself

was informed of this order on December 7, eighteen

1 Party Archive of the Central Committee of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Georgia — Today officially referred to
as the Presidential Archive of Georgia (Tartarkhiv TsK KPG), f. 14,
0.31,d. 247, p. 3.
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days after his actual arrest. The arrest was conducted
without a prosecutor’s order, and a prosecutor did not
appear or take part in the preliminary investigation or in

the court hearing."

Akhmeteli was detained for 7 months (November
1936-July 1937). The case file materials show that for
his first three months of detention he denied absolutely
all of the charges, but afterwards under physical and
psychological duress Akhmeteli not only admitted his
guilt but also “named” more than 200 persons who
were supposedly taking part in counterrevolutionary
activity together with him. Many of those named
were well known political leaders, deputies, and
writers, including Budu Mdivani, Giorgi Kurulov,
Mikheil Javakhishvili, Shalva Dadiani, Konstantine
Gamsakhurdia, Paolo lashvili, Titsian Tabidze, and the
whole Rustaveli Theatre troupe. It must be concluded
that Akhmeteli's case was being used not only against
him, but against Georgian intellectuals and the political

elite of the entire country.?

The minutes of the court hearings clearly show
that investigative procedures for each of the accused
lasted only several minutes; they were not interviewed
properly in connection with the accusations against
them, and contradictions between evidence from the
preliminary investigations and testimony given during
the court hearings were ignored. Further, the court
was not even interested in the fact that the accused
recanted their confessions; for example Tamar
Tsulukidze, Akhmeteli’s wife, denied her confession
given during the preliminary investigation, and at
the court hearing she declared that she “feels guilty
herself but does not know what for particularly.”
Korisheli, Lortkipanidze, Shavishvili and Gviniashvili
also declared that they did not recognize their guilt,
although later they partly “confessed.”

It should be emphasized that some of the
witnesses in this case were later arrested and shot
(L. Gasviani, A. Giorgadze, and |. Zurabishvili, among
others). Those who survived the repressions vigorously
denied their confessions given in 1936-37 during the

rehabilitation procedures, and they declared that NKVD

' Tartarkhiv TsK KPG, f. 14, 0. 31, d . 247, p. 4-5.
2 ibidem —p. 4-5

39




39003y brg@sdpyg. sbdg@gmo, Jgmmogodgls investigators usually obtained confessions through

3bmdom, bobmdws, GMI msgol WHMDY >@ torture and also fabricated evidence (for example, A.
»O0SMSC yggems ol Jmambogno dGomEgds ©s

Davitashvili, A. Kavtaradze, and A. Vasadze).!

sdoo 5@ FgFygode aodmdogds s Fodgds. sdsgg

AL 5bdg@gel yo3bmdog@gogmo djmbes, dmI From this point of view, testimony from two

dob Foboodrogy Yodmfygoygero bagdol 9306 oeys | witnesses is particularly important: a certain Kvlividze

M35 mo3M9b@0 d9M0s, MMBgemsbsz dobls M3

09 0bg 3oMa0 ©5IMJ0Egdygds JJmbws.!
dgmdg Im§dg, 30639 SGSBosbo, HmAMO3 . '

g0l gmgomo msbsdBHmIgmo, swalign®adl, brought to the breaking point and forced to confess

HmI 258m8dogdgemo dggm@obobo, MmMIganlsi through ceaseless torture. According to Kvlividze,

dbgodglis @s 3mEmElyoosbmsb ghmse 0dogdes Akhmeteli regretted that he did not “confess” all of the

Abmsggeol mge@d@ols bsddgh, oygbgows

d@sgdagmgdols Jodos®m goblsgmmgdom

who was also arrested and placed in the same cell with

Akhmeteli later stated that the famous producer was

fabrications sooner to end the investigation and the

Bsb@og Bobog o b39mIdgegdol bsBomadgdl. torture. Akhmeteli had also realized that the person

02039 ©ooEsLANAYL Ggodomodoiools 3GmiEgbol behind the case against him was Lavrenty Beria

oFggdolmgol zmEbmew assdhgbogds himself, with whom Akhmeteli had a poor relationship.2
obdgBgerols dggmangd ©s bobm mgobosdgoemds

(bbgoms Bm@ol, 03539, 1937 Fgal, 53 Logdols Another witness, one Atashian who introduced
658(!)8(]08?) n)(lJE')() rHl)l)d-OlS 056539 ™I 11)82)0 — 3])&)88 himself as a former employee of the NKVD, admitted
©>  BogmGobobo mogo 0bgh dGoegdymbo that Shekotikhin, the investigator handling the

Eapmlieglto g Bhonsg bolbygmol qibipeyllo bt Rustaveli Theater case together with Mkheidze and

— sobgMg@o Jogboxsm, bowm memaljsos

o535803Bal, Grgme SbGIbSBAMMS Podolskaia, often used especially brutal methods of

BIOMO0bEP@o m@ysbobsizool Fgzd yBmgols coercion. The same was admitted by Akhmeteli's

390 g. doGmoos, dnwmebisost bsdg wife and by Nino Gviniashvili, who survived until
dgohg@gls, dog@sd dobo segomlisdymagero .
©>9036gmo ©oGhS)?

©Om393960do oMo s@ol odgmogbgdyao
439 ols Ggogy@o dm@Gogo, Gmdgmos
Logggdgemoe gom obdgdgmol Loddgl. Gmymas

the start of the rehabilitation f

process (incidentally, two of the

investigators of the case, NKVD [
officials Mkheidze and Shikotiknin,

STREEIART It
0033935 bob®m sbdg@gmbs s Gygbmseggeols were arrested later the same “op
09HBob dbobomdgdby ©sg300390s bobgadfogm the same year, in 1937, and
3m@o@ogydo Lodds@mggermbs s ‘dobspob . | - ’ f
both were sentenced to death; ’ L
Lodgms Lobsgobm gmdolotos@ols  m@yobmgads . V- :mx#fiiii({‘é"‘;lg
%96 Jogg 1928 Taowsb, 564 08 3gGompowsb Podolskaia was arrested because E}}.lﬁgﬂﬁffnff;'n
©50{ygl, GeEs dnbes Lodlsbomdm gmG3mGsios | her husband Shutov was convicted i:‘tmu_ﬂmﬁ:ﬂu'
»RYOYXOLT ©obg®gs. gb yog@mosbgos 1924 of conspiracy against the Soviet A 1 4 )
Vel 3mbbEsbE0by 35@xsboBgomol obozos@ogom 8 _,H,‘:D':';",:“,’ "
go@@ol Fodggabo Labggoo. yodemdogdo 2 Ibid., p. 14. SEnaMN oML
dsbogngdowsb hobl, MM mogdgb@o dgMoas, 7 faby MOTRY Sp3E 3,

Byram #nn

A0am03 bods@mggmml Lobgedfogm

rrTANCA U AN JERD
HaM PTIZEIALA DTpHR
JosaTHATE A eHd WL |
ancil ¢ memrss XX

3m@oGogy0o Lsdds®mggeml byaddwgsbgaro,
3o@opse bgmddmgebgmmdes ©s33003905L. 1930
9ol dolo gdgogmm d@dobgdols bogydggen by
Abmoggeol mgoddo  asbBMmmangdby
Lob@gomas®gm 5@ ao9dggl’ gl godyao
0533003905 9dgomme sbdg@gmol ©s 35390530y
dOIYLRIOORS.

B {amnaly
n;.-lmn oL apeZT LN
20 TOLTPE EMa ..'gu

n: 15 f.f, . 2GE S
.-.f.‘mw K Z¥TEE
AN FOHTAHELE L

HMCALE L
sH-EAC AT 3R IJ’“F'-' b
B0 [RETTOMS, TR
TixTal LpL =n, T
EOGBRTBIEME", 5 2
Wtol, DIIDEEX
B OEX FRSF NS 4
- BORATIIN ORI C JAG

AL boo®Jogm Loddodmggarml dgbody gobygmagomagdols séJogo
— . No14, Om. Ne31, gesmo No247 ctp. 14.

039> 23 14.

¥ odg o3 13.

40

2




Logddgdo sadgmgg s@fgdoemos sbds@genls
©5 69M0sl dmmols s3oMolidoMgdsE, Mo
3903970 oym, 3oMzge Moy do, sbdg@geols
390 Jgdoo bsbosmomn ©s 0300, G Iobs
o> bygdes, 6gMosl gggams d@dsbgdolis my
byg@gomols glodygem dglergemgds. Lbgs (ys@mls
(3bmbom, sbdgBgerds dgymd®gdmsb Logdoddo
9bgdo Lo@dygggdom Imoblgbos @ogmgb@o dgdos.
3MbLASbE0bYy godlobydeosls s xodosls
hggbgdgdom, 1935 Fgaols 3o@o Loygds®do
5bdgHgerds dogbyg gbgdoe o 939bdy®aH™
Lo@dyggoom dods@ms d9@osls.!

3odoMogols hggbgdom, 1935 Fanols bogbyendo
ol LT gd0s
do@ol Logdodl, Gmogbsg gl 9gobslgbgero
290M5bgdamo s@bodbogs, G®I ,mogaolyeds
obdgBgerds dolbo bgdsmmgol goMgdg G ylmegganols
0gd®do ©s300s bEAS@0bmsb gOmo Aomomgdygmo
bygdomgdo s 0dgg godmmdgs dobo gobogydo
033005300L bgdgogo?

0530l db@og, 39053 obs®ygdes 0d
53000300 9d0m, G®IgaoE sOLgdMdos

©0g35bmbmgls s dg@osls

ALl Los@Jogm baddsdmggenml 3glsdy gobymayomgdols
>®Jogo — . Nel4, Om. Ne3d1, memo Ne247 crp. 12.

0d39, o3 12.
7 33530 goladols
2 ©530mbgol mgdo
-+ - ML . . ,
L B L0 ITRE Minutes from Akaki Vasadze’s
testimony
i R ] ‘(E.,; L
, HE N B A H -
i r‘l. 'ﬁ'.-E:l "
s BaEkd_ L gny

Ky ary pod 03
' T O
S W 10 %
BT DT O Ll
'\-H.'I'..L i, :t s -
I i m_;.;,, 2 E e
T _l'l.!' hjn.-“l

A AT A e S N o s

WASTI R
4, 470 DHEEE %
FIAMTH Ba b2, § .
0Z A o e 11
'.li'.'-T:‘-Fl Tl e :' BE e dity
TEr :
Fa
IS P TLM, A‘::".:-'"P
WA, B GO Tl e
ITEAnb2 W 1K [ ] I.'!':'T. b
0P TEOAE I iy 3 :
"WHA ALh H —:1;':'-4;" ISR B i by duds vlgtei >
PRI o T
Ly as lsrminre o o

ﬂ WA e ',-.. TER
i rRar

L

Ao D 1637 <
oy VAR R i

T i
K D3sbim}
(= T358 TOR
“T|¥ RM. )
ko, 60

T, MR

e LTI T ™
ruyrr .
"H"‘I T P I appden "L:" FAIRRYER dzgngiraes

I'H-:.
Plbdsntiar CERE HT B s Tie 1) bl 30 '-'LJ.L-.. #

Union. Later Podolskaia's case was suspended, but

her whereabouts remained unknown)."

The documents in the file clearly show all
of the actual motives that formed the basis for
the Akhmeteli case. The materials show that the
OGPU and NKVD had been conducing surveillance
of Sandro Akhmeteli and the other actors of the
Rustaveli Theatre since 1928. That was the period
when the artists’ cooperative Duruji, was closed.
This union was established in 1924 on the initiative
of Konstantine Marjanishvili, and it the gathered the
leading figures in Georgian theatre. The materials from
the investigations demonstrate that Lavrenty Beria, as
head of the Georgian OGPU, personally supervised
the surveillance. In 1930, on Beria’s order, the
Rustaveli Theatre’s overseas tour was cancelled.? The

surveillance was continued up until Akhmeteli's arrest.

The case file also provides descriptions of the
disagreements between Akhmeteli and Beria. The
first point of conflict was Akhmeteli's hot temper: he
simply did not want to obey Beria's orders and bend to
his will. According to some sources, Akhmeteli spoke
about Beria offhandedly in conversations with friends.
Based on statements from Konstantine Gamsakhurdia
and Jikia, during private conversation in 1935 between
Beria and Akhmeteli the latter addressed Beria roughly,
using very vulgar words.® According to Kacharava's
evidence, he (Kacharava) overheard a conversation
between Dekanozov and Beria in the Spring of 1935
and heard Beria angrily referring to the “impudent”
Akhmeteli, who had hung a photo taken with Stalin in
Rustaveli Theater without his permission. Of course,
Beria took advantage of a confrontation between the
Artistic Director and two of the theater’s leading actors,
Akaki Khorava and Akaki Vasadze, and tried his best
to exacerbate the quarrel between the artists and their
supporters. This story ended with the demotion of
Akaki Vasadze by Akhmeteli, and Khorava was sacked
from the theater. Akhmeteli did not obey a direct order
from Beria to restore Khorava and Vasadze to their

positions, and with this Beria's patience ran out.

" Archive of the Ill Section of the Archive Administration of the MolA
—f.#14; file #247; p. 14

2 Ibid., p. 13

3 lbid., p. 12
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The same year Akhmeteli was dismissed from his
position, and a year later he was accused of espionage

and many other fabricated charges.

The file also reveals one very important fact:
it shows that Akaki Vasadze was a main witness
in the Akhmeteli case. It was Vasadze's testimony
that became the basis for formulation of the central
accusations. Besides Akhmeteli, Vasadze alleged
that many famous persons were directly involved
with “counter-revolutionary” activity. Focus was
especially made on well-known political figures,
writers, and artists, including writers and poets
like Mikheil Javakhishvili, Titsian Tabidze, Paolo
lashvili, Konstantine Gamsakhurdia, Dadiani, and
Shanshiashvili, artists such as Khorava, Sagaradze,
Kaparidze, and Dito Shevardnadze, and political
officials of the period such as Budu Mdivani, Mamia
Orakhelashvili, L. Gogoberidze, P. Orjonikidze,
and Lidia Gasviani." According to Vasadze’s
statement, Sandro Akhmeteli purposefully conducted
counterrevolutionary sabotage at the theater, had
contacts with Georgian émigrés abroad and regularly
received financial support from them, staged anti-
Soviet theatrical performances, kept close relations
with the administrations of theatres from different
Soviet republics (especially in Ukraine), focused
on nationalistic themes together with the members
of these theater administrations, established and
headed a seditious group at the theater, supported
the incitement of an antisocial spirit among students,
always emphasized nationalist themes in his
private conversations, and because his pro-Fascist
spirit conspired together with other accomplices to

assassinate Lavrenty Beria and other party leaders.?

Vasadze was summoned for interrogation
three times, and his list of “counter revolutionary
organizations” was repeatedly updated and new
names were added. As a result, six more people
were sacrificed to the meat grinder, among them
Petre Otskheli, Vakhtang and lvane Abashidze, and

Aleksandre Tarkhnishvili.?

' Ibid., p. 7.
2 |bid.,pp. 18-24., 25-35., 36-38.
3 Ibid., p. 10.
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Vasadze’s testimony gives us an opportunity to
learn about how events developed at Rustaveli Theater
during those years and to become acquainted with
the personal details of the theater staff as well as the
confrontation among them and the key role played by
Beria — the First Secretary of the Central Committee

— in these confrontations.

Akaki Vasadze was interviewed again in
connection with the Akhmeteli case during the
rehabilitation process. At that time, he denied all of
the accusations leveled against the Artistic Director of
Rustaveli Theater that were based on his statements.
He also denied the authenticity of the minutes of
his statements. It took forensic specialists to prove
the authenticity of his signature on the minutes, and
Vasadze confessed that the minutes were not forged,
though he could not explain how his signatures
appeared on the documents.' The only explanation
Vasadze could offer was that Beria had acted on him
psychologically, and the investigators took advantage
of his condition and successfully substituted the
minutes at the last moment for him to sign.? In spite of
the Vasadze's statement, dated April 14/16, 1937, and
testimony on a number of facts concerning “counter
revolutionary activity” by Sandro Akhmeteli and his
troupe, on April 20, 1955 in a statement given to the
rehabilitation commission Vasadze said that he had
no information about any counter revolutionary activity

conducted by Akhmeteli.?

On July 6, 1955 Judge Advocate Colonel
Tsumarov presented his conclusion on Sandro
Akhmeteli and the Rustaveli Theater personnel
persecuted as a result of the Akhmeteli case. The
conclusion states: “I believe that the judgment imposed
on all persons involved should be considered invalid,
and case closed due to the absence of a crime”.

The documents in Akhmeteli's case file present
consistently and thoroughly the entire pathos of the
1930s. Sandro Akhmeteli's case gives us a clear
understanding of the events of that era; it describes

various aspects of social life, gives a clear picture of

" Ibid., p. 39-41.
2|bid., p. 49-50.
3 Ibid., p. 14.
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how ambitions and interests were linked and turned
into intrigues that resulted in personal confrontation,
and consequently the loss of hundreds of lives. The
documents clearly show the whole mechanism of that
brutal and ruthless structure called the “organs of state
security” and headed by Lavrenty Beria: it describes
how evidence was obtained under pressure, how
statements were fabricated, and most importantly, how

people were physically liquidated.

Sandro Akhmeteli and his troupe’s case is one
of the most interesting and notable files from among
the huge amount of materials that are kept in the

Archive of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia.
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Ekaterine Jugashvili

| recall that | came from Gambareuli. Because
of huge bogs, this place became a nest of fevers and
chills. Therefore one should be very foolhardy to live in
such a place.

Gambareuli was not the native land of my parents.
They were from Svaneti. My father was a potter.
Both my mother and my father were the serfs of the
Amilakhvari family, but my father could not bear his
master’s obstinate spirit, so he and his wife and children
escaped from Svaneti and took shelter in Gambareuli.

| had two brothers — Gio and Sandala. My father
fell ill with fever and passed away.

Luckily, serf ownership was abolished and on
my mother’s advice we moved to Gori, where we lived
temporarily lived with our relatives. If in Gambareuli
| often had headaches and feltiill, in Gori | revived,
restored my health, and became pleasant and desirable
to my peers.

The matchmakers began approaching my
brothers. Beso Jugeli wanted to marry me. He was a
shoemaker in a workshop.
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Soon the engagement ceremony took
place, and then we had a grandiose wedding
with two best men. The senior best

man, Yakov Egnatashvili, did his
best to help create our family and
continued to help in the future.

| considered myself to be a

lucky woman — my Beso was a
perfect family man.

Beso’s were herders,
so they were called
“joganeebi,” meaning herders
or shepherds. Their actual
surname was quite different:
they were Goreli. But the
Gorelies were continuously

disturbed by Ossetians who
came from the mountains.
Besos's ancestors were
sheltered by Machabelies, who
later settled them in Lilo.

Beso perfected his business
and founded his own shoemaking
workshop. In a year our happiness
was doubled by birth of our son. Beso
was very happy and organized a grandiose
party to celebrate our son’s christening. But later our
happiness was replaced by grief and sorrow when our
two-month old infant died.

On our two year anniversary our second son was
born, but he was also not destined for longevity, and he
soon died.

The third child was also a boy. We christened
him immediately, in order to prevent him from dying
without being christened. My mother hung an icon of
St. George on the child’s neck and told Beso “let’s go to
Gori in order to make a sacrifice for God.”

These were the events that took place before the
birth of my Soso.

Despite the fact that the child was alive, he was
very weak. He had a delicate constitution and was very
thin. In there was any disease around he was always
the first to be taken ill. He hated meat, but ate beans
with great pleasure.

Once, because of sitting in a cold draft he
swallowed his tongue. Everybody thought that evil
angels got into him and were trying to kill him, but he
survived. Because of this disease we began taking
him to Gori to offer prayers. We sacrificed a sheep
and held a thanksgiving service, but the child only
began to speak when a woman “seized by an evil
angel” was hung out on the precipice to be “healed”
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Keke with her son

— at this moment Soso squealed and threw himself
into my arms.

Soso began to speak very early. He liked flowers,
especially cornflower and chamomile. Chamomile was
“zizi” for him. Due to this “zizi” my mother and | made
him take his first steps.

| was very happy with the longevity of my son,
but at the same time my happiness was spoiled my
Beso began to drink more. My perfect family man
began to go bad. He could not keep himself from
drinking, and he completely forgot the family.

My Soso was a very sensitive child. When he
would hear his father singing, he would snuggle up
to me and ask me to seek shelter from the neighbors
until father would fall asleep.

Soso was very upset by his father’s behavior.
He led a secluded life and did not associate with
children his age. From a neighbor he heard the
poetry or Arsen and he asked me to teach him
immediately in order to read Arsen by himself.
I myself wanted to send him to school but Beso
thought otherwise: “I have to train my son in my
craft.” And so he did, but the child soon fell ill with
smallpox and nearly died.

My child survived this disease. Our neighbors
helped me in everything and all of them felt sorry
for me. Beso did not mention taking Soso to his
workshop any. He ordered me to give him the best
food and drink in order to make him stronger after the
disease. But he was not interested in how | was to
accomplish his order.
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| spent so many nights crying. | could not cry
during the daytime, because my tears had a negative
influence on the child. He used to say: “Mum, don’t cry
or I'll cry with you”.

As soon as Soso recovered, he asked me for a
book. | myself wanted to send him to school, but Beso
was against this, as he thought that an educated child
was a failed child. Beso used to say that “the main
thing for the wellbeing of our child is to train him in my
craft, since as you can see | myself am no longer fit
for this work.” Finally | asked Beso to let me work in
a bakery or as a laundress in order to not leave my
child uneducated. But Beso still strongly objected to
my wish.

The Charkviani family helped me to realize the
dream of my life. Their elder son Kote studied at the
religious school and he taught his sister and brother.
Kote took the trouble to teach Soso, and in the course
of one week they carefully studied the textbook Deda-
ena (“Mother Tongue”).

In September, with the assistance of the priest
Christopher [Charkviani?], we submitted an application
to the religious school.

Soso was allowed to take the examinations; he
was so well prepared that he was accepted without
difficulty. Beso was very angry and wondered why had
| decided to spoil the child.

The days passed by. Soso made a good progress
and advanced up to the higher classes. Beso was not
happy with this fact, and soon he gave up his work.
Our family survived thanks to Yakov Egnatashvili.
Beso continued drinking and blamed me for causing
the failure of our family. He scolded me all the time
and accused me of taking the child from him. Once
he came home very drunk, and he wanted to beat me
and took Soso to the workshop against his will. | asked
for assistance from my brothers, godfather Yakov and
Soso’s teachers. Beso became very obstinate and
he did not want to listen to anybody. Finally, even the
head of the school interfered in this case. All of these
people tried to shame Beso by telling him that he had
a very gifted child and that he should be proud of him
and not prevent him from getting an education. At last
common sense won out, but Beso considered it to be
a disgrace and he decided to leave the family forever.

After Beso's leaving life became very difficult
for me. People around me helped, but that help could
only last so long. | began to working and did my best
to work hard. | was not ashamed of working as a
laundress. Later | began to sew. | found | had a talent
for sewing, and very soon | became a well known
blanket seamstress in Gori. After sewing blankets |
began to sew underclothes and then dresses. In brief,
needle-point was a means of subsistence for my child
and me. | had no other means of earning a living.
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At precisely that time, two sisters opened a
tailoring shop in Gori and they offered me work.
| worked there for a full seventeen years, and |
worked very hard. | never let the needle out of my
hands, and of course this was appreciated. In this
way lived | and my little Soso, when Beso left us.

| did not press the child’s heart by my diligence
and | did my best to provide him with everything he
needed, and to prevent him for grieving because of
the absence of his father.

Soso had close brushes with death several
times. There was once an accident, and the child
nearly died in my arms. At that time he was a
school-boy. When | sent him off to school he was
healthy, and later somebody brought my child
home dying. As it turned out, after the lessons were
over he was on his way home when, in the vicinity
of tavern, Kopinov called him from the sidewalk
saying that he wanted to show him something. Soso
jumped over the ditch and walked towards Kopinov.
Suddenly a carriage knocked him down and the
horses nearly ran over him. Somebody brought the
child home unconscious. For two weeks my Soso
could not utter even a single word.

P.S. The conclusion of this article along
with the comments of foreign historians will be
published in the next issue.
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The house where Stalin was born
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Luka Bolkvadze was sentenced to death, but was spared — but
only temporarily — because of a severe health condition. He was urgen
ly operated on, and as soon as the incisions healed two weeks later he
was shot
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SHAKRO MOSULISHVILI’S CRIMINAL GANG

TERRORIZES THE KAKHETI REGION

(WE PRESENT FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AN ABRIDGED VERSION OF THIS ARTICLE)

Shakro (Zakaria) Davidovich Mosulishvili, a.k.a.
“Gizho” (meaning “crazy” in Georgian), from the village of
Arashenda in the Signagi district of Georgia, came from a
family of well-known thieves.

Gizho was in his late teens when he first participated in
the committing of a grave crime. For this Gizho was sentenced
to 15 years of hard labor, but soon his fortunes changed: the
end of the tsarist regime and the collapse of authority played
into the criminals™ hands. Gizho was released and in 1917 and
returned to his village. He did not give up his criminal activities,
however, and he was later arrested again.

Gizho could not avoid strict punishment, but he helped
himself by escaping from Metekhi Prison two weeks before
the Soviet conquest of Georgia. He sought shelter from the
Reds and declared himself to be a communist. During the
daytime, Shakro the communist roamed about the village,
while at night Gizho the thief robbed and killed passersby on
the roads, together with his gang members. Near Melaani,
the bandits attacked one Marsanov, a resident of the village
of Tsitelsopeli and a member of the Komsomol. In self-de-
fense, the Komsomol member shot at Gizho with a Browning
pistol and wounded him below the knee. Gizho responded by
mercilessly gunning down Marsanov.

This was neither Gizho's first murder nor his last. Very
soon Marsanov was followed by Pkhovi resident Giorgi Ja-
vakhishvili, a member of the Executive Committee of Arash-
enda. Gizho later unexpectedly attacked and murdered loseb
Amiridze, nicknamed “Tushi,” an on-duty police officer.

It was almost impossible to determine the location and
movement of the robbers. Nobody knew where and when the
criminal group would appear and bring misfortune.

The robbers’ impudence
forced the Party bureau in Signagi
to take serious measures. On July
24, 1921 an armed task force was
formed, and they set off together
with the Signagi party chief to try
to liquidate the criminal band. But
it turned out that determining the
criminals’ location of was not so
easy.

Meanwhile Gizho and his crew
continued their activities unabated.

The authorities continued
searched for the criminal band
everywhere in the forests, and in the
plains.

On August 18, a Cheka group
came across seven members of

©oxdaBa00b Tag@gdo
Criminal group members

Gizho's criminal band on Tsivi Mountain near some shep-
herds’ huts and gave battle. The firefight lasted for an hour,
and the robbers were not able to hold their ground. Sev-
eral members of the group, Gizho’s counsin Data, Toma
Betsiashvili, Aleksandre (Sandro) Natsarashvili and Vano
Martirozashvili, a.k.a. “Khvita”, managed to escape. The
others, Giorgi Chanturidze, Luka Nakhutsrishvili and Giorgi
Medzevelishvili, were arrested.

The goal of the authorities had been much more am-
bitious: the complete liquidation of all of the criminal band
members. On January 26, the Signagi Party bureau sent a
special group consisting of six officers for a decisive battle,
but without results: this special group also failed to annihi-
late Gizho's band.

According to an order of the Georgian Cheka, the Ka-
heti region was to be completely cleaned of criminal groups.
Thus an armed detachment was sent into the forest and did
its best to seek out the escaped members of Gizho’s band.
This resulted in a number of shootouts between the detach-
ment and the criminals.

Gizho decided that the best way to save his skin was
to start negotiations with law enforcement officials, and with
this in mind he promised them that he would lure Kakutsa
Cholokashvili’s rebel group away from Signagi to Telavi and
annihilate it there. It seems, though, that with this he intended
only to deceive the police, and he actually did not plan to at-
tack Kakutsa Cholokashvili’s group.

Nevertheless, in the middle of July Gizho and his cousin
Data Mosulishvili voluntarily approached the Party bureau in
Signagi and were pardoned. Gizho was free and allowed to live
peacefully in his village.

He tried to cheat the authori-
ties and pretend that he was not
able to kill Cholokashvili, but in
fact he had not even tried. The
authorities were not so naive,
however, and on August 24 the
Party bureau secretly ordered a
devoted employee, regional police
chief Leonti Chichinadze, to take
out Shakro, a.k.a. Gizho, and his
cousin Data Mosulishvili immedi-
ately after the public announce-
ment of Gizho’s reconciliation with
the law.

Chichinadze earnestly ful-
filled this task: while people were
dancing during the reconciliation
feast that Gizho arranged, the
police officer killed Gizho and his
cousin with a saber.
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VAKRTANG GURULI: ON THE 280,000 CLERGYMEN
EXECUTED IN THE SOVIET UNION IN 1928
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Vakhtang Gurul

Historian Vakhtang Guruli was the first
guest of the Archive Bulletin, and he gave us his
assessment of the epoch which will be reflected
in the materials to be published in our magazine.

He discusses what significance the release
of the archival materials will have for researchers
and historians, why churches were shut down
throughout Georgia by the Soviet authorities,
and why the series of rebellions launched in
1920s did not bring about positive results.

ARCHIVES BULLETIN: What is the
significance of materials stored in the archive of
the Extraordinary Commission (Cheka) of Georgia
for the academic study of the modern history of
Georgia?
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Vakhtang Guruli: It is impossible to study modern
Georgian academically without analyzing the materials
stored in the Cheka archive. There is an incorrect
assumption out there that this archive only holds
materials about the repressions of 1920s and 1930s.
Many more significant materials are also held in the
Cheka archive.

Besides materials on the repressions, there are
also documents that are essential for covering such
important issues as: 1) the essence of the Soviet state
and its political system; 2) the internal policy of the
Soviet Union towards religious and cultural issues, and
3) political infighting among the political authorities of
the Union. So it turns out that modern Georgian history
cannot not be told without dealing with the issues
described above.

The archival documents also allow us to gain a
general picture of the pivotal issues of the 1920s and
1930s, who was executed, who were the executioners,
what was the psychological atmosphere brought about
by the repressions, and what kind of irreparable

damage ensued after the repressions.

AB: Will the materials stored in the archive of
the Georgian Cheka be published?

VG: It is clearly impossible to write about modern
Georgian history without being able to publish and
study those materials. We have already lost enough
time. Only a few professional historians have had
access to study the materials of the Cheka archive
since the end of 1980s. There really should have twenty
or thirty professional historians undertaking well defined
and coordinated work. If not for the infamous Thilisi war
(December 1991 — January 1992) and the confusion
that followed, this deplorable situation might not have
come to pass. The war destroyed a sizeable chunk of
the archive. Today, it is impossible to restore the losses
caused during that period. The fire that destroyed the
archival materials gutted our history as well. We will
no longer be able to shed light on many important
issues. The rest of the materials must be published.
Not only the materials concerning the repressions in

the late 1930s, but those of earlier periods should also
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be published. It is desirable to start with publications of
the files relating to 1921. And we cannot sidestep the
period of World War Il (1939-1945) and its aftermath.

AB: You will probably agree with me that
publication of certain documents might be painful

for many people?

VG: Unfortunately the study of history does not
cover only the stories of heroes and saints; it also deals
with cowards, traitors, informants and executioners as
well. This relates just as much to the history of Georgia.
Clearly it is unpleasant when one’s ancestors appear
poorly in the light of history, but each man is free in
his choice. He himself makes decisions and therefore
is held responsible for his deeds. The son does not
bear the responsibility for the misdeeds of the father
or grandfather. Not only should isolated individuals
be aware of this, but also this principle should be
acknowledged by the entire society. Only in this case
can the descendents of executioners and those of his

victims truly understand one another.

AB: There are people who intended to be
neither traitors nor informants, but were forced to

become ones. What can you say of such people?

| can provide one bit of advice to of those who
will try to put blame on such people: one should
first imagine oneself in the interrogation room with
Dzidziguri, Mkheidze, Krimian, and Khazan in the inner
prison of the People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs,
and then try to judge ...

One can even meet today people who claim that
the political figures, scientists, and writers of 1920-30s
were punished properly and in compliance with the laws
of that era.

The Soviet political system was criminal, and
at the core of that system was criminal legislation.

The elaboration, adoption and enforcement of that
legislation depended on the will of a single man. The
illicit actions and criminal behavior that derived from
it were covered over by laws written on paper. The
legislative, executive, and judiciary branches of the

government and all the laws and constitutions were
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a mere fiction within the Soviet political system. The
politicians, ministers, workers, and farmers were all
powerless. How can one say that someone should be
punished under the law in such circumstances? The
reason is simple: the law such as did not exist. The

state was ruled by “illicit legality.”

AB: Why did the closing down and destruction
of churches and the curtailment of church services

in Georgia begin step by step with Soviet Russia?

VG: The churches were destroyed by the Soviet
authorities in both Russia and Georgia because
Soviet Bolshevik morality was incompatible with that
of Christian Orthodoxy. The political and Communist
Party leadership were very well aware that a pious
man would never accept the Soviet (communist) way
of life and would resist it. From this flowed the task of
dispersing the church, destroying the religious mentality
and indoctrinating people with communist ideas. The
confessor (that is, the priest) was to be deprived of
his traditional function; he must not be the spiritual
father, the pasture of his parish. Instead, he was to
be substituted by the Soviet (communist) clerk who
would imbue people with communist ideology. The
achievement of this goal would have been impossible
without first restricting religious services in the churches.

The church wielded the greater ideological
strength, and communist propaganda did not have
the capacity to launch a struggle with the church on
the level of ideas. But the Communists had the power
on their side. The congregants were thrown into a
quandary after the churches were closed. Breaking into
churches, evicting clergymen, burning sacred icons
and holy books, and removing crosses from the church
domes became ordinary events. Priests who resisted
Soviet rule or attempted to continue religious services
were either driven out from the cities and villages
or arrested. More brutal punishments were applied
to those priests who overtly or covertly performed
baptisms, and those who refused to abandon the
religious way of life were either sacked from the jobs or
pressed through their families and relatives.

Thus left without their confessor, he congregants

were raided by the communist propagandists. The
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older and middle generations preserved the faith of
God without churches and priests, unlike the younger
generation who were stripped of such belief and

on whom the demagogical communist propaganda
machine acted more strongly.

Closing down churches, restricting and banning
religious services, persecuting and eviction clergymen
was undertaken in order to destroy the church mentality
and to establish communist ideas in its place. The
co-existence of the church mentality and the Soviet
(communist) ideology was impossible. Thus the process
was launched in 1917 in Russia and then in 1921 in
Georgia.

A quarter million clergymen were executed in the
Soviet Union up to 1925 (Metropolitans, archbishops,
bishops, archimandrites, fathers superior monastic

elders, deacons, monks, and nuns).

AB: The string of national rebellions that were
launched in Georgia beginning 1921 yielded no results.

What was the reason for this, in your opinion?

VG: The conquest of the South Caucasus,
including Georgia, by Soviet Russia was agreed
with the leading powers of Western Europe (Great
Britain, France, and Italy) and with Ottomans (Turkey).
Germany, defeated in World War |, could no longer
exert its influence over the further development of
events. The influence of the United States on the
political life of Europe was weak, and the national
movement in Georgia was unable to seek allies in
Europe or in Asia. The great European powers were
trying to building up their economic ties with Soviet
Russia (Europe badly needed Russian grain, oil,
manganese and other minerals) and would not have
confronted Russia militarily.

Georgia on its own could not hope to be victorious
in a war with Soviet Russia. There was an obvious
disparity in military strength: the Red Army troops
amassed just in the Southern and Northern parts of the
Caucasus surpassed those the Georgian rebels might
have summoned by a factor of ten. Further, Moscow
could have deployed the Black Sea Fleet against the

Georgian rebels.
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We should also bear in mind the fact that the
political-military leadership of Georgia was not able
to organize a unified, nationwide popular rebellion,
and the Bolshevik authorities were easily able to deal
with isolated local uprisings. We must seek the reason
for this in Georgian reality and in our history. Despite
the defeat, the national movement of 1921-1924 and
the 1924 uprising are a proud part of our history. The
blood of Georgian patriots was not shed in vain: the
events of the era provided an ideological basis for the

national movement in later decades.

AB: What can you say about the Beria

phenomenon?

VG: The author, director and starring role in
the scenario was played by Joseph Stalin. It was
he who then assigned the supporting roles. Before
talking about the performers of supporting roles we
must first speak of the script, the director, and the
star of the show. This is a very large and complicated
topic. It would be better if we postpone this for future

conversations ...
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g 4 a0mo %n(,,,o Request of the Representative of Khevsureti
to the Government of the United States
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We, the Khevsurian people, are being
extremely repressed by the Bolsheviks. They
are restricting our religion, trying to establish
collective farms, and imposing very high taxes.
We Khevsurians will fight to our last drop of
blood. We have no arms, but we can fight with our
swords as well. We kindly ask your government
to assist us, as you are a strong country. We will
not count on your aid, but no one else can help us.
Brothers! We are in a very terrible situation.

Representatives of the whole Khevsureti
Giga Likokeli

V.Gorgilashvili

23/VI/36
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The next issue of the “Archival Bulletin” will offer: \

”  Materials relating to one of the most noted events in Soviet history,
the so-called “Mingrelian Affair,” which resulted in the arrests of
thousands of people.

7 Continuation of “Memoirs of Keke, Stalin’s Mother” with commentary
by international historians.

» An article by Ronald Grigor Suny (Charles Tilly Collegiate Professor
of Social and Political History, University of Michigan) dedicated to the
Archive Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia.

7 The Zviad Gamsakhurdia case and a range of articles prepared
based on materials kept in the Archive Administration of the MolA.

boJommggenmb Babogeb bojdgms  Journal of the Archive

b53abaliGMmmb bssmIogm Administration
boaaoﬁmsaghmb ﬂ'aﬁso;g)o of the MolA
38R0 335@BSRI0 IG0bIR ISSUED QUARTERLY
8obogoroR o6 goghpgmmgds Not for sale

dobodommo: 3""{]‘)_‘3‘3033@&) 72, monmlio, lio:]oﬁhmsagmm
Gaso: (995 32) 41-23-68; 41-22-91; 32-38-98.

Adress: 72 Vaja-Pshavela ave., Thilisi, Georgia
Tel.: (995 32) 41-23-68; 41-22-91; 32-38-98.

web: www.police.ge e-mail: moambe@pol.ge

an}aﬂ:wc Wh-b ]iooaba'ﬂn
Printed by MolA’s Printing house

71




