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Feudalism and Georgian Ethnical Culture
in the 8-10" cc.

Summary

This study focuses on the genesis of developed feudalism in
Georgia as well as historical and geographical aspects related to the
process. Another issue will be the changes in social terminology. It should
be said that in Georgia the process of feudalization had all the peculiarities
which were essential to the European feudalization, which includes the
lexical changes, creation of a new mode of production, and the
establishment of the classical seignior-vassal relations.

The periodization should be as follows: genesis of feudalism in the
Georgian ethnocultural realm begins in the 1* c. A.D. There are tendencies
in Colchis as well as Iberia (the “seigneurization” of the skeptukhs in
Colchis and social stratification attested by Strabo in Iberia). Therefore, 1-
4" cc. A.D. should be regarded as the first stage of early feudalism.

8-9" cc. is a social and political watershed when the transition to
the developed feudalism takes place and the transformation of the free
landowner peasants into the serfs is completed.

The 10™ ¢. marks the beginning of the developed feudalism. The
10-11"™ cc. is the first phase of the developed feudalism. The 10™ c. is still
the period of kingdoms and chiefdoms and feudal relations are not equally

strong since in some kingdoms this process is well ahead. The process of
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feudalization had to finish after the unification of country. However, it
should be noted that there is no doubt that the features of developed
feudalism existed in the “Abkhazs” kingdom, Tao-Klardjeti kingdom, and
Kakheti kingdom.

The chronological scheme will be as follows:

1. Colchis in the second half of the 1™ ¢. A.D. — beginning of the early
feudalism.

Iberia in 4-6" cc. — beginning of the early feudalism.

Lazica in 6" c. — early feudal anomaly.

8-9"™ cc. — last phase of the early feudalism.

10-11" ¢. — first phase of developed feudalism.

A

12-13"™ cc. — second phase of late feudalism.

Thus, feudalism should not be regarded as the model solely
applicable for Europe. Although, in different geographic locations it had
different features, but as Europian scholars suggest, we should pay
attention to common features. Georgian seigneur-vassal relations are
similar to the European model but, however, have aspects peculiar to the

Georgian ethnical culture.
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