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3nMzgmobs @ gamndg gonodsbadgamnb dngM. aof-
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Iremadze, Teoria dello stato e teoria del diritto nell’llluminismo
georgiano (A. Amilachvari e J. Ciladvili), in: Magazzino di Filoso-
fia, n. 33 (anno XI, 2018-2019), a3. 57-71.
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Gm3gmoaz  goggobogma Bmobemmgbggdalb bogsbag-
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Knowledge from the Ancient to the Modern World: Askesis, Re-
ligion, Science, edited by A.-B. Renger and A. Stavru (Episteme
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SUMMARY

This book aims to highlight the specifics of one
of the most important periods of Georgian thought,
i. e., Early Modern Georgian philosophy (17%-19"
centuries). It is well known that Georgian philosophy
is distinguished by a number of peculiarities. This work
highlights these features. It discusses the main aspects
of Early Modern Georgian philosophy, which show that
it is, as both to content and to form, a new stage of
Georgian thought that occupies a rightful place in the
history of philosophy.

The work consists of a Foreword, three extensive
Parts (which, in turn, contain many chapters), and an
After-word. The book includes also an extensive index
of persons and subjects, as well as a bibliography of
the works of the author of this book on Early Modern
Georgian philosophy and its main figures.

l. In the first part of the book (“Methodological
Considerations”), first of all, one of the main features
of Georgian philosophy is discussed, namely, its
beginning or, rather, beginnings. This is because Early
Modern Georgian philosophy, like Georgian philosophy
in general, does not have its own beginning, but is the
outcome of a tradition that originated in the heart
of Christianity, on the basis of the fusion of ancient
Greek philosophy and the Christian worldview, and is
essentially a Christian philosophy. This idea is dominant
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in the book, as the specific features of Early Modern
Georgian philosophy are presented on the basis of the
analysis of the Christian worldview of the prominent
figures of that time. These specific features set out in
the book allow its author to outline the character of
Early Modern Georgian thought by using a systemic-
historical approach.

The work analyzes the main methods and tools of
Early Modern Georgian thought. One of such methods
is the model based on tradition and innovation. By
discussing the views of some important Georgian
thinkers, it shows how in Early Modern Georgian thought
the traditional concepts of philosophy were assimilated
and mastered, interpreted and transformed. When
discussing philosophical methodology, we meet with
some so-called “methodological superstitions”, which
saw to it that the main goals, objectives and narratives
of Early Modern Georgian philosophy were incorrectly
presented in Georgian philosophical historiography.

In the book, Early Modern Georgian philosophical
thought is also discussed in the context of the Early
Modern European one. The Georgian philosophy of this
period was enriched with useful translations of many
important texts of the European philosophy of that time.
Through the contextual analysis of these translations, on
the one hand, the character of Georgian philosophy in
relation to European thought is emphasized, and, on the
other hand, the tendencies of development of various
fields of philosophy in Early Modern Georgian thought are
shown, Georgian translations of the works of Gottfried
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Wilhelm Leibniz, Samuel Clark, Friedrich Christian
Baumeister, Voltaire, Etienne Bonnot de Condillac, and
many other European authors allow us to identify the
specific fields of Early Modern Georgian philosophy.

The first part of this book also shows one of the
most important features of Early Modern Georgian
philosophical thought, this being an attempt to combine
the theoretical and the practical aspects of thinking. In
Early Modern Georgian philosophy this was an urgent
issue. A contextual evaluation of the works of Anton
Bagrationi, lona Khelashvili and Gabriel Kikodze clearly
shows how the prevalent role played by Christian
philosophy in the Georgian thought of this period
consisted in combining the key aspects of theoretical
thinking and practical work. In the same context, a
qualitative analysis of the leading models of Early
Modern European thought is carried out for further
contextual discussion.

The specifics of educational work in Early Modern
Georgian thought are especially discussed in the book.
As a result of the analysis of the educational activity of
that time, the peculiarities of Early Modern Georgian
philosophical thought and of Georgian educational
system are shown. This system was formed according
to European philosophy, which confirms once again
the European character of Georgian thought. When
discussing the Georgian philosophy of this period, the
traces of the reception and transformation of the major
ideas and concepts of Early Modern European thought
(e.g., the problem of Theodicy) are clearly visible in it.
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Il. The second part of the book (“New Models of
Thought”) deals with specific models of Early Modern
Georgian thought. It discusses in detail the fields and
subfields of philosophy that were relevant in Early
Modern Georgian thought. Here, special attention
must be paid to one of the main fields of philosophy,
metaphysics, which, under the influence of Christian
philosophy, was the dominant trend of Georgian
thought in that period. For this purpose, the work
discusses some books of Georgian thinkers such as
Anton Bagrationi’s “Spekali”, lona Khelashvili's “Book
of Thirty-Four Questions”, etc. In the present book,
the author describes also the Georgian translations
of European philosophical texts of that time such as
Charles Louis de Montesquieu’s “The Spirit of Laws”,
the Leibniz-Clark correspondence, Friedrich Christian
Baumeister’s “Metaphysics”, etc. Special attention is
paid to philosophical logic, which acquired the status
of one of the main fields of Georgian philosophical and
theological thought of that time. Logic as a doctrine
of the rules and laws of right thinking was used as the
most important tool for the effective implementation
of pedagogical theories. The book emphasizes the
importance of the original Georgian tradition of logical
thought and of works concerning logic (e.g., Anton
Bagrationi’s “Categoria Simetnei”, David Bagrationi’s
“Catigoria  Shemoklebuli”, Solomon Dodashvili’s
“Logica”, etc.), as well as of the Georgian translations of
foreign logical texts from different languages including
Armenian. Among the main branches of Early Modern
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Georgian philosophy there is also ethics, which was
mainly set out in Georgian translations of ethical texts
from European languages. This book offers a review
of the Georgian translations of the works of Friedrich
Christian Baumeister, Jean Pierre Frederic Ancillon,
Adam Ferguson and others, and shows the development
of this field in Early Modern Georgian philosophy.

The second part of the book discusses the original
Georgian works on the philosophy of law and of politics
(Alexander Amilakhvari’s “Sage of the East” and lagor
Chilashvili’s “Short Outline of Natural Law”), as wellason
philosophical anthropology, the development of which
is associated with the Bishop of Imereti Gabriel Kikodze
(1825-1896), who developed an original conception of
philosophical anthropology, according to which man is
understood as a religious being.

In the second part of this book, special attention is
also paid to the analysis and discussion of the models
of knowledge in Early Modern Georgian thought. The
theoretical and practical work of Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani
(1658-1725), Anton | (1720-1788), lona Khelashvili
(1778-1837) is especially highlighted in it. On the basis
of a new understanding of Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s
pedagogical work, his important attemptsto systematize
thearetical and practical knowledge are set out, and this
great Georgian follower of Enlightenment is discussed
in the context of the European Encyclopedists. Sulkhan-
Saba Orbeliani’s model of systematization of knowledge
is an important moment in Early Modern Georgian
" philosophy and enriches it qualitatively. This part of the
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book discusses the work of Anton | in the context of the
renewal of Georgian thought and of “Europeanism”.
The importance of the seminaries founded by Anton
in Thilisi (1755) and Telavi (1782), which made a great
contribution to the process of establishing a unified
Georgian educational system, is especially emphasized
in this book. Philosophical theology played a major role
in Early Modern Georgian philosophy. A clear example
of this is the philosophical and theological work of lona
Khelashvili. Focusing on lona Khelashvili's thought,
including his relationship with a number of European
Ithinkers, the author gives the reader the opportunity
to get acquainted with the specific features of one of
the most important trends of Early Modern Georgian
philosophy.

ll. The third part of the book (“The Context of
Caucasian Philosophy”) unfolds a new concept of Early
Modern Georgian philosophical historiography, namely,
that of Caucasian philosophy, which is based on the
analysis of Georgian-Armenian philosophical relations in
Early Modern Georgian thought. This historiographical
concept is first legitimized, and its importance is then
stressed regarding the future intellectual perspectives
of the Caucasian peoples. This part of the book is
an attempt to highlight the space for dialogue in a
multiethnic and multicultural Caucasus, based on the
best form of dialogue between people in general -
philosophy. It also shows that a new term/concept in the
history of philosophy such as “Caucasian Philosophy”
is legitimized by the intersecting theoretical work of
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Medieval and Early Modern Georgian thinkers, and is
based on the trans-cultural and transnational evaluation
of their thought. However, it should also be noted that
owing to the small number of Medieval Armenian and
Georgian philosophical texts, which is due to the fact
that many documents of the Caucasian philosophy of
this period are lost, we cannot fully describe the nature
of Medieval Caucasian philosophy. As a consequence,
this philosophical concept needs to be strengthened
by taking into account Early Modern Georgian thought
and its trans-cultural and transnational dimension. The
translations by Anton | and his philosophical school, in
collaboration with Armenian philosophy, give us the
opportunity to frame this new concept of Caucasian
philosophy and to legitimize it both from a philosophical
and from a historiographical viewpoint.

In conclusion, one can say that this book aims
to present the specifics of Early Modern Georgian
philosophical thought and to show its ariginality. It is for
this purpose that the new approaches and assessments
of the Georgian philosophical thought of this epoch
are set out in it, which allows us to see Early Modern
Georgian thought from a new angle, i. e., in the context
of European and Caucasian philosophical thought.
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